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DATES TO REMEMBER.




Nov. 15-18- North West Wisconsin Con- 
  vention, with Eau Claire Second Church 
Nov. 16-Annual Convention of the Wis- 
  consin Christian Alliance, Madison. 
NOV. 21-Home Mission Rally Day. 
 Nov. 25-Thanksgiving Day. 
 Nov. 28-Marcus Whitman Memorial 
  Sunday, by request of American Board. 
 DEC. 7-8-Winnebago District Conven- 
   tion at Plymouth. 


DEC. 19-Forefather's Day Sunday. 
De c.25-Christmas Day. 
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Green Bay, 
  Stevens Point, 


La Crosse, St. Paul,

Minneapolis,

-and all points in the
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Chicago, Milwaukee&St. Paul Ry. Our

WEST AND NORTHWEST. Owns and operates 6,154 miles of
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thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS




IN




EVERY

RESPECT.

It traverses the best sections of




the States of




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


For further information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSING 
 CENTRAL 
  LINES 





A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan tages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de

sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and or easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet. with maps. to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner,Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





Church

Life.
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Beloit, Wisconsin.

Chicago Theological Seminary.

The fortieth year begins September 29th. Sixteen Professors and Instructors. B. D. and Ph. D. Courses in addition to course for graduation. A Fellowship of $1,200 for each class. Pastoral work in the Seminary Settlement.

For further information address, 
      PROF. H. M. SCOTT, 
           520 W. Adams St., 
                     Chicago, III. 


Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi- 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers, 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS' BUREAU. 


                              REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts., Louisville. Ky. President and manager. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                                                          69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., III. 
                                               One fee registers in both offices. 
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OUR CHURCH LIFE.




BELOIT, NOVEMBER, 1897.




Wisconsin and the World Kingdom.

The Minutes of the Ripon Convention are out, and a fine specimen of the typographic art. A splendid cut of Rev. H. L. Richardson, our host of the Ripon church, adorns the first page, and pictures of the old and new Ripon churches, glimpses of the college, and speaking likenesses of Father Walker and Rev. Wm. W. Rose follow. Concerning the last, our brother E. P. Salmon has, in this volume, a characteristic and beautiful biographical sketch, well supplementing what OUR CHURCH LIFE contained last month. Besides this, the deeply interesting reports of our Standing Committees are inserted, which ought to be presented, one by one, at every one of our Wisconsin Congregational prayer-meetings, at some opportune time. The statistics of all our churches, and of the several conventions, and the reports of our two H. M. Societies and both the Women's Boards, make the volume worth possessing. Any member of a Congregational church in Wisconsin can have one, while the supply lasts, by asking Rev. H. A. Miner for it.




Two gatherings of great import have occurred since our last issue.-The meeting of the American Board, in New Haven, seems not only to have been one unusually rich in spiritual tone and effectiveness, but an epoch in the history of the

Board. President Storrs and Vice President Blatchford, after signal and forceful years of service, and a leadership that has steadily guided

the Board out of seas that threatened disaster, into safer channels, have retired, giving place to Dr. Charles M. Lamson, of Hartford, as President, and Mr. D. Willis James, of New York, as Vice President. We shall have to ask our readers to take their choice between the mild looking cut of Dr. Lamson in the Advance and the rather sinister one in the Congregationalist, in forming their concept of the new leader. A vigorous attempt to obliterate the debt, conquered nearly half of it. Dr. Storrs' retiring address, the addresses of honored foreign missionaries, Dr. Boynton's annual sermon and Secretary Judson Smith's report, were among the items that made the session memorable.




The anniversary of the American Missionary Association, in Dr. D. N. Beach's church, Minneapolis, was not so large a gathering, yet of deepest interest. Dr. J. W. Cooper, of New York, gave the sermon, on Regeneration of Society, from "Ye must be born again." and the work and victories of the Association were finely set forth by the various speakers who followed.




Both of these Societies for human redemption are specially dear to the Wisconsin churches, and, next to our own home mission work, receive our heartiest gifts and prayers. May these be more and larger in the year to come.
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Two meetings of notable power and importance interdenominational; and another, of the newly have also occurred recently, within our state, both

formed Christian Alliance, will have assembled at Madison before this is read, to promote interdenominational religious and civic fellowship.

The two referred to were, first, The State Sunday School Convention, at Stevens Point, Oct. 26-28; whose honored president, Rev. S. S. Mathews, of Milwaukee, was reelected there, after most able conduct of the sessions, not according to his will but for what seemed imperative reasons. Under his leadership, this agency for Sunday-school development and unification, through county and state organization, up to international fellowship, has acquired new life and zest. All our churches ought to be morally and financially interested in it. The program was varied, strong and stimulating. Messrs Hugh Cork and W. J. Semelroth were present as workers from abroad, the latter contributing the normal service; and a delightful feature was the S. S. missionary symposium one evening, in which our Supt. Geo. C. Haun, Supt. Jos. missionaries W. W. Wheeler and T. S. Thompson, Brown, (Pres.), Supt. E. B. Edmunds, (Bapt.) and of the Am. S. S. Union, took eloquent part.




-The other Convention was that of the Wisconsin

Sunday Rest-day Association, at Waukesha, Nov. 4-5. The work was surveyed in addresses by Pres. O. H. Chapin and Sec'y J. B. Davison, and the report of Treasurer Jones.

"Sunday and Wage Earners" was the special theme of one session, in which Father Ward, of Beloit, and Mrs. Low, of Milwaukee, took part. Mrs. Kate Kingsley Ide read an admirable paper on Sunday and the Home. Sec'y Davison spoke on the Change of Day from the seventh to the first; Rev. D. B. Cheney, of Racine, on Better Observance by Christians, and Rev. Frank Kaiser, of Milwau

kee, on "How we can Help our Foreign Born Citizens Better to Observe the Lord's Day." The Association represents seventeen denominations of Christians.




Our editorial this month will be found specially valuable in relation to the themes of our late state S. S. Convention.




Observe our new Editorial list, for 1897-8. Wisconsin offers the best of material. Nearly every convention is represented, and we are pleased to introduce the procession with one of our ablest




women.









Editorial.

What End is Sought?




But the very completeness of organization may involve a danger, as is not infrequently shown by an attempt to use the full variety of aids suited to a school of a thousand scholars in one of only a tenth part of that number, with a resulting effect of expending most of the limited energy of the school in overcoming the friction of the machine, a means not adapted to the end sought in the smaller school.

Closely allied to this is a frequent unwise use of responsive readings, recitations, music, and other general exercises, more or less spectacular in character, urged in great abundance upon superintendents and teachers by enterprising publishers. Many of these ingenious exercises, when used under proper conditions, are without doubt often valuable aids. But the wise superintendent will not ignore the conditions. An exercise which has




The work of the Sunday School apparently occupies an entirely different place in the public estimation from that held by all other schools, and that not the more honorable one which the importance of its subject demands. If any one doubts the correctness of this statement, we wish to present two of the many facts which suggest the need of caution in such doubt. When a change in old customs or in laws is proposed in the interest of higher morality and better civilization, the opponents to such a change rarely venture to characterize its supporters as church people, and still less frequently as christians, since they cannot fail to see that those terms would involve an acknowledgment of the evil nature of their own opposition. But they well know that it is perfectly safe, and even effect-proved both attractive and instructive in a retired ive with a large class, to sneer at the proposed measure as "a Sunday School freak," with a tacit assumption that it is therefore, of course, outside the realm of a sensible man's serious consideration. Again, none who have attended many gatherings for the consideration of Sunday School work can have failed to notice the marked difference between the membership of such assemblies and of those gathered in behalf of missionary or other Christian work. While the earnest interest and personal consecration may be no less marked in one than in the other, and while judicious, thoughtful men are by no means absent from either, yet a comparison cannot fail to suggest that a very large part of the more discreet and weighty membership of our churches has, for some reason, been led to choose, as the field of their strongest efforts and most earnest thought, other departments of Christian activity rather than that of the Sunday School. What do these and other similar facts indicate? Certainly there is some mistake worthy of search and correction. May it not be that this failure to hold in the estimation of the general public, and in the interest of a large class of the church, the place which the nominal object of Sunday School work justifies, is largely due to the adoption of methods which obscure that object?
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There is practically only one avowed view as to the object of the Sunday School. All agree that it is a Bible school, a school for the study of our relations to our Father and to the other children of our Father, and theoretically, all its activities are means tending more or less directly toward such knowledge. But in all endeavors the relations of means to end constitute a most fertile field for errors; and few earnest workers always avoid such devotion to that which is only a means as sadly obscures the view of the end. Let us apply this thought to the Sunday School.

Probably few changes have brought greater advantages to the instruction in our Sunday Schools than the substitution of uniform lessons for the heterogeneous, chaotic variety of a generation ago. It has placed at the service of officers, teachers and scholars a wealth of aid which was practically beyond their reach under the old methods.




country school may produce, among scholars familiar with the more varied performances of a city or large village, only a mild contempt for its tameness, and perhaps a little of the same contempt for the subject presented by it. In short a "Sunday School concert" is not usually useful in itself, but only in the emphasis or greater clearness which it gives to some truth; and if, as is often the case, a large majority of the scholars take a part in it only to avoid "making a fuss" by objecting, or perhaps because they suppose that by yielding their preferences they accomodate others, who in reality have themselves taken part for a precisely similar mistaken reason, the advantage is something more than doubtful. Moreover, in schools of so small a size that it is necessary to assign parts to older scholars, though these scholars may perhaps, for the reasons just mentioned, consent to participate in what they think rather "babyish" performances, and although these same scholars may be interested in the direct study of the Book of books, yet not infrequently the feeling gradually increases that the Sunday School is too young for them, and they step out to return no




more.




So, too, the place of music in a Sunday School is well established. But when it is given such prominence that the Sunday School becomes practically a singing school, or even when, in preparation for a concert or "children's day," the regular study of the lesson is omitted, or crowded into a fraction of its time, the feeling is necessarily induced among the younger scholars that whatever exhibits their acquirements is of the first importance, while the study of the Bible may be left for a more convenient season; and the older scholars, recognizing the inconsistency, are likely to be confirmed in their idea that the Sunday School is only for little children.

Our Master emphasized his teaching by healing the sick. And few would deny the appropriateness of a day of enjoyment given by a Sunday School to the poor children of misfortune. But when a school devotes much effort to furnishing recreation for its members from families in which such occasions are liberally provided, or spends upon such









recreation larger sums than have been given in the school to many a worthy object recently brought to notice, it may tend indeed, to make some of the scholars feel that their school is "as good as a circus," but it is hardly likely to inculcate unselfishness, or promote spirituality.

Sensational methods in this work, as on other lines of effort, often require less earnest striving than methods based upon deeper considerations, and they often bring a temporary and superficial success. But, if this great institution for education in the highest knowledge is to hold general respect, it must be clearly evident that its real end is to educate, and that all other efforts have place only as me ns to that end.




C. H. CHANDLER.




Y. P. S. C. E.




EXTRACTS FROM CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR REPORT, GIVEN AT RIPON BY W. W. SLEEPER.

The Christian Endeavor Society is not a sovereign state with which the church must negotiate friend

ly diplomatic relations, but is merely a province of the empire. It is a loyal province, recognizing the full authority of the central government. If the church is a family, in fact as in theory, then the Endeavor Society holds the position (not always enviable) of youngest child.

This relation is true not only in respect to church and society as great organizations, but also in respect to the local church and its local society. The church is the family; the society the child.

It follows that the local church, through its pastor and other officials who may stand in loco parentis, should have affectionate oversight of the society. It is not enough that the church should "keep in touch" with the society, as is often urged: the church should control the society-not arbitrarily, but wisely, lovingly, firmly.

This true and natural relationship is not difficult to establish. It has merely to be assumed. The Endeavor Society expects and desires from the mother church maternal treatment. The only complaint thoughtful Endeavorers make is that the church treats them too coldly. The society wishes to establish with the church filial rather than diplomatic relations. The society recognizes its position in the church family, and needs not to be reminded that the pastor of the church is by virtue of his office pastor also of the society.

Your committee does not find a lack of loyalty among Endeavorers towards the church. The society is at heart intensely loyal. The society is ready at all times to serve the church-not as a valet, a mere errand boy, a drudge to do the unpleasant things which no one else would be asked to do, but as a son, enjoying the family confidence, and sharing the family responsibilities.

If the Endeavor Society has proved disappointing in some churches; if it has not fulfilled the high hopes which hovered over its cradle, your committee would suggest as one reason the probable failure of the disappointed church to treat the society as a trustworthy member of the family. The




church that calls its own society "my beloved son" will have no difficulty about the relationship!




The development of the Christian Endeavor movement into a vast international organization has a tendency, in spite of the cautions of its leaders, to foster modes of existence and work entirely independent of the home church. "Endeavor" inspiration reaches the local society through the conventions and the publications of its own peculiar organization. Pick out a score of societies from churches and communities differing as widely as possible in needs and resources, and you are likely to find them fac simile reprints from the same plate. Not only are constitution and by-laws verbally identical, but the committees are the same, the lines of work attempted the same, the meetings the same, the topics the same, and even the contributions of participating members the same, because drawn from the same printed helps.

The same uniformity of much so-called "Endeavor work" is due to the fact that the church lets its

child alone, making no helpful suggestions, exercising no watchful guardianship, and expecting no definite service. And so quite naturally the child follows the easiest path, which is the highway of stereotyped uniformity. This may be called the Minimum Society, which has just the prayer-meeting with the committees necessary to maintain it. The whole life of the society exhausts itself each week in keeping alive the one weak meeting.

The Maximum Society is formed on the same model, but differs in degree, and needs especial watch-care. It adds to the mechanism for sustain

ing the weekly meeting all the committees which ingenious convention orators have been able to devise: Good Literature, Good Citizenship, Good Behavior, and all the other Goods; the corresponding list of Antis; the long catalogue of committees designed to overthrow the saloon, prevent Sunday desecration, and reform society generally; committees which are to fill the treasuries of all missionary societies, convert the world and expedite the millenium. All the innumerable interlacing channels of that wide delta through which the river of have been straightened out into the regulation christian zeal frets its way to the ocean of peace committee form, and the ambitious and enthusiastic Endeavor Society wants to annex the whole of them.

In no respect does the local Endeavor Society more need judicious "mothering" than in this. The enthusiasm of this type of society is very praiseworthy, but it needs to be properly focussed. Concentration, and not scatteration, is the road to success.

Christian Endeavor oversight is thus a very important part of a pastor's duty. The society needs to be introduced to its own immediate field. The Endeavor mark is apt to be overlooked. It is unreasonable to suppose that all the ills of society can be cured by this one organization. It is unfair and cowardly to pile such an extra-Herculean load upon the shoulders of our youngest members. Let the young christian become a citizen-soldier of the Kingdom of God, and fulfil his whole duty therein; but let us impress faithfully and lovingly upon our Endeavor Societies that their true aim is today what it was when the society was first organized—the training of young christians in the service of the church, and the winning of young souls to Christ.
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Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 


February, REV. J. A. ROWELL, Pine River.

March, MR. Eben E. REXFORD, Shiocton.

April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, Rev. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville, 
       October, PREst. A. SalisbuRY, Whitewater. 
      November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Education and Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Me- 
   nasha. 


Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-Rev. Geo. C. HAUN, Madison. 


W. B. M. I.-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stoughton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement.

DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS:-Liberal rates furnished on application to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.




Entered as Second Class Matter at Beloit, Wisconsin.




"The men who began two hundred and sixty years ago that American experiment in the education of earth and man were themselves the finest product of the previous education, the best and the best developed bodies, minds and souls which the world had thus far produced. They made their clearings

in the wilderness. They planted the corn, the tree, the home, the school, the college, the church, the commonwealth-the commonwealth they called it, and every Thanksgiving Proclamation closed with the prayer, "God save the commonwealth of Massachusetts." It is a thanksgiving and a prayer for us. A man used to think himself rich if he had a hundred slaves. What think you of the wealth of the man who has a hundred thousand fellow citizens, each of them a free man, and all joined to him and he to them in one commonwealth?" -Dr. Joseph Emerson.




*




Subscribe. Renew. Renew. Subscribe.




Send to the Beloit office the name of your agent, and for slips to use in enlarging your club.




Those who have not preserved their lists of subscribers can secure them at any time by indicating their desire to Secretary Carter.




As before announced, papers are continued until ordered stopped, which is supposed to be, on the whole, most convenient for all concerned.




Of the $418 borrowed from the Home Missionary treasury last year, nearly $200 ought to be returned at once by delinquent subscribers. Will pastors and agents attend to renewals and subscriptions with back dues at once?




Contributing editors will please note the month assigned in the above list, since some changes be




came necessary.




Remember RALLY DAY, November 21, as a special day of prayer for Home Missions, and with offer
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The Church Clerk.




Let the church clerk magnify his office. He is doing a work akin to the work done by Luke, when he wrote the book of Acts.

Anyone to whose lot it has fallen to prepare a historical review of a church has been liable to either of two emotions, of gratitude for the full record that some faithful clerk has made in years long past and gone, or of deep regret that whoie periods, perhaps importaut periods in the church's history, have been omitted in the records, or so meagerly narrated as to be almost valueless.

It is certainly important to record all definite actions of the church as decided by vote. It is also equally important for the clerk to make memoranda of many facts in the life of the church that are not represented by formal motions and votes, e. g. improvements made on the church property andcost of same, seasons of special labor, and of revival of spiritual interest, special trials or encouragements in the church's life, important gatherings, as councils or conventions held with the church, statements concerning auxiliary societies in the church with their officers, notice of the condition and work of the Sunday School and young peoples society; and at times notable facts in the community that have a bearing on the life of the church. These things become of great interest after a few years.

It is important to make records while the facts are fresh. Memory for particulars can not be long relied upon. Much that is worthy of remembrance will soon be lost if not recorded at the time.

A clerk might make notes of such facts, and at the end of each year link them together in the form of an annual summary, which could be recorded in the church record book.

It is a great aid to a clerk to have a good church register. The Congregational Publishing Society can furnish such with blanks prepared for the needful lists of pastors, church officers, members, contributions, etc., and thus this part of the record may be kept in good shape with very little labor. Let every entry and every fact be dated. Let all names and dates have full and accurate record.

If possible, get some one for church clerk who has something of the historical faculty about him.

A new pastor finds it a great help to speedy acquaintance with his field if he can consult a record book that has been well kept for the years that are past.

It is no small or unimportant work that a clerk does in thus assisting future laborers.

The clerk may do a valuable service for the church in preserving documents that will ere long be of much historical interest, e. g. a file of the minutes of the state convention, the annual year books, and triennial minutes of the National Council, any historical discourses respecting the church, etc. And here may be mentioned the "History of the Churches of Wisconsin," 1851, by Rev. Stephen Peet, and the similar book by Rev. Dexter Clary, covering the next ten years, and the Jubilee Memorial Vol. of 1890.

The older of these books are already rare. The




aged members of the churches have them perhaps. Bequeath them to your church clerks lest careless heirs not knowing their value cast them aside.

Do not always depend on the pastor for this work. Pastors change. Pastors are not all equally thoughtful in caring for the records, if left to them. Important actions are taken by the church, and important events transpire when the church may be without a pastor.

And so again, and finally, let the church clerk magnify his office, and do faithful work. J. K. KILBOURN.




American Missionary Association. The annual gathering at Minneapolis, October 19-21 was one of great interest though the attendance was unusually small.

Wisconsin was ably represented on the program by President Eaton and Dr. Updike both of whom had represented the state the week before at the American Board Meeting in New Haven.

President Merrill E. Gates, president of both Amherst College and the American Missionary Association, is an exceptionally fine presiding officer, and in very face and presence is a noble inspiration.

Among the notable addresses were that of Prof. W. E. B. DuBois, Ph. D., a colored man who is a leading Harvard graduate, scholar and author; that at the the Woman's Meeting where Mrs. Updike, President of the W. H. M. U., occupied the platform with representative women of other states, by Miss Margaret Evans, of Carleton College; and the addresses of the closing evening by Dr. Wm. Elliot Griffis and President Gates.

The typical charming bright fall "Minnesota weather," was missing during the week of the A. M. A. Meetings much to the chagrin of the hospitable hosts who had been favored up to the preceding Sabbath, and was in its brightness just after the meeting. As a specimen generalization, from too limited premises, note the remark of a visitor who was overheard to say, "This is the kind of weather they always have in Minneapolis. It was dismal like this when I was here before at the American Board Meeting."




Crumbs.




"When labor learns to think it objects to being called 'hands'."-SECRETARY BEARD.

"Race antagonism is in the blood. It is the business of the Christian religion to get it out.”—DR. UPDIKE.

"The object of education is not to make men carpenters; but to make carpenters men."-Dr. Du




Bois.




Booker Washington in slavery times had but one name Booker. At the roll call upon the first day of his school attendance, in order to have two names as did the others, on the spur of the moment he named himself Washington.

Twenty of the twenty-three millions of population at the south live in sparsely settled country regions-an average of twenty-five to the square mile.-SECRETARY WOODBURY,
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Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS:




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. W. B. MILLARD, New London. 
Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. Wright, Madison. 
Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison. 





All moneys should be sent to the new treasurer, Mrs. J.. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.




The A. M. A.




A most enjoyable and profitable meeting was that of the American Missionary Association held in Minneapolis during the past month and we counted it among our rare privileges to be present. From first to last the interest in the stirring addresses never seemed to flag, and as we heard the report of the committee ou Chinese work with the words hot from the heart of a California pastor in behalf of the "poppy colored men of our coast," we could almost believe with one speaker that "one dollar spent in California may be worth $100 expended for foreign misslons," since a christian Chinaman sent back to his own country is far more effective in regenerating China than a score of missionaries. When we heard of the work among the Indians from that descendant of a missionary family, Prof. Fred B. Riggs, of Santee Agency, and heard that converted Indian expressing his Dakota thought in quaint English, we must needs feel that this was the greatest work of the A. M. A. And then the story of those American Highlanders-the littleknown mountain whites of east Tennessee-took us to those fields becoming famous through the novelists, and less favorably known by the long-standing and deadly fueds which often exterminate whole families, told us of those isolated, hardy people, so ready and eager to receive the gospel message, the only white people among whom the A. M. A. does work, and we felt that certainly here there must be no retrenchment.

By far the largest amount of money expended is in the southern work, this field receiving in round numbers four-fifths (4-5) of the whole amount. But considering its multitude of freedmen still in spiritual and moral bondage, the large educational interests and church work undertaken for the uplifting of these our brothers and sisters, the sum is all too small to meet the needs.

During the woman's meeting we heard from women who are doing active work in all these fields and each one brought vividly before us a picture of her red men, her yellow men, her white men and her blackmen, each with his peculiar characteristics and needs. I wish that every one of my Wisconsin sisters could have had the inspiration of that great meeting and I am sure our contributions to the A. M. A. would have more than doubled this year, Let me suggest that you take the report of this convention, with all its stirring speeches for one of your programs soon and see how interesting it can be.




MRS. E. G. UPDIKE.
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Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton. Vice-Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; Mrs. R. C. DENISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE 2. SEWELL, Stoughton. Recording Secretary-MRS. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.

Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-MRS. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit.




Knowing all will be interested in the Treasurer's report of the Wisconsin Branch for the past year we give it here.




RECEIPTS.




Auxiliaries $3,304.49.; Juniors, $765.38.; Juvenile, $444.71.; Special $123.41.; total $4637.99. This is about $200.00 less than our receipts last year, and more than $2,000 less than our apportionment from the W. B. M. I. Are we asked for too much? We think not, with thirteen thousand women in our churches, it is an average of only one cent a week apiece. Is that too great a sacrifice to send the bread of life to those who have it not? Our Christian Endeavor Societies have never done as well; fifty-four have responded bringing in to the treasury over $500; think what the result might have been if we had heard from the remaining one hundred and nineteen. We are confident that we shall hear from many of these the coming year as the result of the presence of our State Secretary Miss Sewell at the State Convention of the C. E., at Appleton, where she spoke at the Congregational Rally.

Nine Y. L. Societies have been heard from, receipts $260, of the $600 asked. We note in some of these a decided falling off; where is the trouble girls; just think there are earnest calls for more than twenty new missionaries, there are those who are ready to respond to these calls, but alas, there is no money to send them. Note the next item. Out of the 240 churches only 40 report any work by the children; please read Prov. 22:6.

The W. B. M. I has just held its 29th Annual Meeting in Evanston, Ill. It was felt by all to be a gathering of unusual power. We can speak of only one thing at this time. The Treasurer reported a deficit of $4800. It was voted that this be raised if possible before Jan. 1st, 1898. At this early date the amount expected of Wisconsin can not be named. When we consider we are nearly two thousand behind what was asked of us, there need be no fear of our raising too much. Will every church in the state send something very soon. Luke, 6:38.

Remember our new Treasurer is Mrs. A. T. Stacy, Beloit, Wisconsin Your President extends most cordial greeting to all the women in our churches, and requests that there may be earnest and continued prayer for our work the coming year. LUCY WALker.




From Professor Blaisdell's Pen.

Professor Blaisdell's friends will rejoice to know that a volume of "Essays and excerpts from his writings and public addresses, "including his Educational article in OUR CHURCH LIFE, will be issued December 1st. It will contain a picture of Professor Blaisdell never yet published, and thought to be the best taken of him.

The excerpts will be classified in several divisions, and the whole will be issued in a convenient and attractive form.

The volume when issued can be secured for $1.25 net, at the Beloit College Book Store, and of the The Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, Chicago.




The Working Man's Evening Hymn.




GEORGE. H. FULLERTON.




  son of the carpenter, daylight is gone; 
 My workshop is closed, my thoughts are now free. 
The noise of earth's traffic is hushed in the streets, 
 And my heart and my voice I lift unto Thee. 


I sing of the glory from which Thou didst come 
 To live in a cottage and work for Thy bread; 


I sing of the glory which Thou dids conceal 
  In a carpenter's son, 'neath a carpenter's shed. 


How lowly Thy life! how simple Thy toil! 
 No temple or place emblazons Thine art; 
Thy kinsfolk cared not for Thy birth or Thy deeds; 
 Thy mother alone kept these things in her heart. 


O Son of the carpenter, now on Thy throne, 
  Reveal unto me Thy wonderful plan 


For building an earthly yet heavenly life- 
 For growing in favor with God and with man! 


I, too, am a toiler, unheeded, unknown;

I, too, have a spirit which longs to be free;

O teach me to work and patiently wait,

While knowing my kinship with God and with Thee!

-In The Central Christian Advocate.









Life in Our Churches.

Baraboo-Rev. O. L. Robinson, pastor. Evangelist Ostrom and his singer, Mr. Hillis, have begun here a series of meetings, the Cong'l, M. E. and Presbyterian churches uniting. They will continue till Nov. 22.

Dodgeville, Plymouth-Rev. R. Titmarsh, pastor. The work in this church is progressing favorably, under all the peculiar circumstances existing here. Our Ladies' Aid Society is doing a good work, having regular meetings and teas every alternate week, which are a great financial success. This society has lately donated to the church nearly $100.00 worth of new hymn books, to distribute among the strangers attending our services, which is a great improvement in the congregational singing. Our visiting committeee are out each week, making their regular calls upon the sick and endeavoring to minister to their necessities. Inviting the non-church-goers to the church services has proved a great success. There are more willing workers here today than ever before during the present pastorate. The numbers at our Sunday services are increasing, morning congregations are much larger. Night audience room is well filled, eager to hear the Word of Life delivered by Pastor Titmarsh. The series of Bible studies given by the pastor's wife, in the Christian Endeavor, has been a great success in building up the society, also in gaining a deeper and better knowledge of the Word of Life. Our present outlook is favorable.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. The work is prospering very nicely. Congregation nearly doubled since the coming of Rev. Mr.Barbour. A new 20x26 ft. barn is being built, the money being raised largely by our pastor. Work has been nearly all donated, the pastor leading in the good work, and only one carpenter being hired. When finished, we shall have a comfortable home for pastor, and the pastor's horse. The LaFayette people assisted in work and means for the barn, for which we are grateful.

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. The pastor has a Latin class of young people. The Provoker is two years old, and thrives. The C. E. Society has given a Klondike social. Rev. James Blake, of Kendall, exhibited his stereopticon views on Africa in the church. The annual meeting was held Nov. 3, with reports from all departments. No debts. All bills paid. Members received, 12, (6 on confession.) Members removed 6; (by death, 1, letter, 1.) Resident membership 121. Children baptized 11. Sunday school roll, 186. Y. P. S. C. E., 22. Benevolences $90. Home expense $1019.

Ft. Atkinson-This church has generously and sympathetically invited Mrs. W. W. Rose and family to continue to occupy the parsonage till next July, friends supplying the pulpit meanwhile.

Fox Lake-Rev. Geo. E. Gilbert, pastor, has received to church membership tais year from the Sunday-school a number equal to one-third of its church membership, and has at its mid-week prayer meeting frequently a number equal to onehalf of its membership, including a good share of young people. The home department of the Sunday school has marked success here. The pastor aroused much additional interest in this department by his addresses at the State Convention at Stevens Point, and at the Union Convention at White Creek.

Gays Mills-Rev. M. J. Cameron, pastor, laid the corner stone of its edifice, which is soon to be completed, Oct. 18.

Grand Rapids-Rev. F. I. Wheeler, pastor. The church choir, under direction of the pastor, and assisted by others gives the second of a series of two concerts on Tuesday evening, Oct. 26, for the benefit of the piano fund.

Hilbert-Supplied by Rev. Henry S. Evert, of Chilton. He writes: "Our Hilbert hall (Odd Fellows) was so filled last week Sunday night that I was really afraid it would be too big a load for the upper room. Some of the people who never took part in any religious work before are teaching Sunday-school classes. Forty-two were present in Sunday-school, and in the evening the seats were filled, the platform was filled; I had a place about two feet square, and many had to stand. They were all, or seemed to be, anxious to hear the gospel. Some are proposing to have Bible study classes for the benefit of the Sunday-school teachers. The scholars and teachers are not satisfied to remain seated during prayer. They reverently kneel. I wish I could have a part in helping these people to build a church in the near future. I think the time is coming when nothing but that will do for them.

Irvington-Mr. S. G. Ruegg, supply-is greatly encouraged by the grant voted by the C. C. B. S. which enables it to finish its building at once. Although weakened by the transfer to Minneapolis of the superintendent of the basket factory, the faithful and enterprising work of Bro. Ruegg is securing substantial progress.

Jonesville-A new church, consisting of twelve members, was recently organized at Jonesville, in Rev. A. C. Marden's field. Sec'y Carter preached the sermon. Other parts were by Rev. Messrs. I. Jones, J. A. Rowell, J. A. Thomas and A. C. Marden.

Kewaunee-Rev. W. E. Rigby, pastor. In addition to his regular work, and his Sabbath schools outside, the pastor has begun a Latin class, since the young people do not receive instruction in this branch in the high school.




La Fayette-Rev. T. W. Barbour, pastor, is afflicted in the loss of Mrs. Margaret Kaiser, an old resident of the town, whose birth place was Bavaria, who came with her husband to Wisconsin in 1842. For nearly 30 years she has been an active member of the La Fayette church, endeared to all by words and deeds of Christian love. The pastor conducted her funeral Sept. 25. On Oct. 5 Forguhar Matheson, of the same town, formerly a teacher and farmer, also departed this life. He, too, had been an earnest member of the La Fayette church, and for some time its Sunday-school superintendent. The church was thronged at his funeral, in which Pastor Barbour was assisted by Pastor Locheridge, of Elkhorn. These workers are greatly missed.

Leeman-Pastor, Rev. Chas. E. Nelson. At our last communion service in Maine, five new members were received. We hope that a few more will unite with us in Christian fellowship in the near future.

Maine-Pastor, Rev. C. E. Nelson. The people here have been greatly refreshed during the past month by the visit and special meetings of our District Missionary F. Ñ. Dexter. Five new members were received into the church at the recent communion service; and there are also two new converts. It is hoped that many more may soon be added to our number. On the 25th of October we were favored with a visit and sermon from Sup't S. V. S. Fisher, from Minnesota. New song books have been purchased for the church.

Manning, Liberty and Webster-Pastor, John T. Ellis. "Rev. R. L. Cheney was with us nearly a week, during which time the annual business meeting of the Liberty and Webster churches was held. Everyone connected with the field was benefitted by Bro. Cheney's visit, and pastor and field unite in saying "come again." We feel that things are arranged in more system on this field than before,-this as a resuit of the annual meeting. For some time things looked somewhat "blue," but I tried to keep in mind "Though the cross that He gave maybe heavy, it ne'er outweighs His grace." Oct. 3 we enjoyed a treat in the visit to the field of an old schoolmate of mine, Mr. T. S. Thompson, A. S. S. U., Sparta. Our Liberty church looks real nice since the seats and interior have been painted. Manning is also thinking of painting the church inside."

Menasha-Pastor S. T. Kidder - sustains a wekly normal and teachers' meeting. A boy choir of nearly forty voices is being drilled for service, with some fifteen men ádditional, by Mr. Sidney Lloyd Wrightson, of Appleton. The Eudeavor Society enjoyed a Hallowe'en social.

Nekoosa-Rev. A. L. Mc Clelland, pastor,-observed Rally Day, Sunday, Oct. 3, with a large attendance.

New Lisbon, for a year without a pastor, is again enjoying the services of Rev. A. J. Arn, its former pastor.

New London-Rev. W. B. Millard, pastor. The new church building is being pushed forward as fast as possible, and, it is hoped, will be enclosed before severe cold weather reaches us. We are now holding our Sunday services at the Grand Opera House, where we have fairly good congregations both morning and evening. Our Sunday school and Endeavor societies suffer somewhat from the change, especially the Sunday school. We hope, however, to regain our usual attendance, and more, when we get into our new home.

Osseo-Rev. J. E. Evans, pastor-is so encouraged by the strong and unifying influence of this new pastor, and by the special aid of District Missionary Cheney, and Missionary W. W. Wheeler, that with a recent visit from Secretary Carter, an earnest move toward self-support after nearly twenty years of aid, was made, with promise of full success.

Pittsville-Rev. A. A. Martin, pastor, writes: "An addition to our parsonage seemed a necessity, as there was no pastor's study and no possible arrangement could be made for one except by putting on an addition. We began upon the principle that 'God helps those who help themselves.' A neighbor gave us an old building which stood nearby, tore it down with my own hands, borrowed a light wagon and hauled it over with my carriage horse. One of our deacons said he would lay the stone for the foundation if I would get them. I at once borrowed a horse to put with mine, a heavy wagon of another man, parts of harness of three others and a pair of whiffle-trees of still another. Getting all together, in an incredibly short time we were at work. The work being so interesting and my judgment a little defective as to how much rock was needed I hauled enough to build two foundations, and sand in proportion. Having enough of this material we (the deacon and I) soon had the foundation ready. By the help of many friends in raising frame etc., we have an addition 14 x 24 roughly inclosed, which when finished will make the much needed extra room. We need at least $50.00 to complete the building. We ask our friends to help us assuring them that it will be spent in a most worthy cause.'
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Pleasant Valley, Green Lake County,-Rev. L. W. Wiltberger, pastor,-surprised the new minister and his bride with a donation party (donation to the minister and not the misnomer to the church "applied on salary!") as they were settling in their new home, enriching their hearts as well as their home. Sharon. Mr. Carl D. Thompson, of Chicago Seminary, supply. For several years this church has cared for itself through students from the Seminary who have spent vacations upon












the field, and for the remainder of the year supplied for the Sabbath, often caring for the prayer-meeting also. On his recent visit in the interests of Home Missions, Secretary Carter found a small but interested congregation, a flourishing Junior Endeavor, with the Senior Endeavor and Sabbath School doing substantial work. Mr. Thompson is captain of the Seminary foot ball team, a member of its musical quartet and an enthusiastic leader in all lines of church work. He expects to remain with this church for a time after his graduation next spring.

Shopiere, supplied by Mr. Philip Ralph, of Beloit College, has greatly improved the appearance of its meeting house by a fresh coat of paint.

South Kaukauna-Rev. Wm. Kilburne, pastor. Evangelistic meetings are being held, with aid from neighboring pastors. Rev. D. L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac, assisted on a recent week.

South Milwaukee German Church is supplied by Mr. C. A. Fruessle, of Chicago Seminary, who, since full time on the field during the summer vacation, spends from Friday evening till Monday a. m. with his people visiting the families, besides conducting seven services, including a German school, a meeting with catechism and a song service on Saturday. The church building has recently been renovated and made attractive with paint and paper and with oil for the floor. The Ladies' Aid Society have provided a new silver communion set. The young people are responding gratifyingly in a regularly organized C. E. Society.

Sun Prairie-Rev. F. Emory Lyon, pastor. This church, together with the other churches of the place, will hold union revival meetings during November, under the lead of Evangelist R. W. Jamison, of Sioux City, Iowa. Notwithstanding the usual plea, "It can't be done," Pastor Lyon has hustled the money for a parsonage during the last summer. The building -a neat $1,000 cottage by the side of the church-is up and plastered and will be occupied before winter. Mr. Lyon has had frequent calls during the past summer for his lectures on "Social Evangelism," and has made several trips. Oct. 12 he read a paper before the Milwaukee Ministers' meeting on "Sociology as an art." He is still studying in the University, in connection with his pastoral duties.

Wheaton, (Eau Claire P. O.)-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastoris making constant progress. Its fine building (erected as a Congregational edifice before there was a church organization of any sort) now supplied with a bell and supplemented with horse sheds, is soon to have the additional essential of a parsonage. The people have a way of not only seeing what is needed but of acting promptly and generously. District Missionary Dexter assisted in a week of special meetings there this month.

White Creek-Rev. A. C. Marden, pastor-Oct. 28-29 gave hospitable entertainment and full houses for the thirteenth session of the Adams County Union Sabbath School Association. This association is notable for the enthusiasm of its meetings, and the fact that its programmes are printed months in advance of the meetings. For six years, since he organized this county, its efficient superintendent has been H. A. Howard of White Creek. Miss L.Richmond, Coloma,for four years has been secretary. Superintendent Haun and Secretary Carter shared in the sessions. The closing exercise was the cantata of The Ten Virgins, beautifully rendered by ten White Creek young ladies. Mr. Carter remained for a Home Missionary Sabbath at White Creek, Easton and Quincy, parts of the fields of pastors Marden and Thomas, the latter of Friendship.

Whitewater. A recent Whitewater paper contains the following: "There was a large attendance at the Congregational Society meeting last Monday evening. Dr. Adams was chosen moderator. Rev. E. C. Barnard's resignation as pastor was accepted, with many expressions of regret, which were indicative of the deepest and sincerest feeling. For nine years he has been well nigh an ideal pastor, a preacher of wonderfully strong, helpful sermons and a good counsellor and friend to all his people. Only ill health compels the severance of a relationship mutually satisfactory in every way. Rev. B. C. Preston, who has been associate pastor the last year was employed for the ensuing twelve months. He has shown himself to be a man of energy and ability and a pulpit orator of unusual power. It is confidently expected that the church will pros; er under his leadership. Mr. Barnard will continue his residence in Whitewater, at least for the present. A pleasant feature of the meet ing was the re-election of D. S. Cook as clerk for the forty-fifth consecutive year. Albert Salisbury was chosen trustee, G. S. Marsh, treasurer." Mr. Barnard writes that his health has greatly improved during the year, but he feels unequal to parish labors; hence the resignation which all his Wisconsin brethren sincerely regret. During the eight years of his active pastorate, there were gained to membership 190, and about the same number removed by letter, death, and revision of roll. $35,700 were raised, of which $10,500 went to benevolent work, the balance being for home expense. Over $3,000 of the benevolence was for home missions in Wisconsin. Warm reso. lutions of respect and regret were placed on record by his people.




Books and Exchanges.




Our table has been well filled, of late, with volumes and pamphlets deserving more than the brief notice we can give.




We hasten, however, to share with our readers the cream of the feast:

By accident, a Wisconsin pamphlet, in the choicest printers style and art, eluded mention last month, viz:

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF the BloomINGTON AND BLAKE'S PRAIRIE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES-1847-1897, compiled by Rev. Russell L. Cheney, and printed by Tracy Gibbs and Co., Madison. The volume begins with the extended anniversary program. Then, through papers by one and another, instructive stories are delightfully told, of "The Beginnings," "The Charter Members," "A Child's Impression of the Old Times." "Pastors and Pastorates," and "Reminiscences by Dr. S. W. Eaton." Then the second period, of "The Church on the Hill," with its pastors and pastorates, and the third period, of the "Village Church," and the "Blake's Prairie Church" are recounted, followed by a miscellaneous section regarding "Woman's Work," "Sunday School" and "Young People's Societies," etc. The whole is a deeply interesting volume, with seventeen fine half-tone cuts of old residents, former pastors and buildings. These include the familiar faces of Gen'l Missionary Cheney, Rev. Julian H. Dixon and Pastor F. W. Schoenfeld. It is a notable historical volume.




Two more admirable girl stories, for Sunday School libraries, are issued by the Prolific Pilgrim Press, in very attractive form and binding, with illustrations:

1. THE BENHURST CLUB, by Howe Benning. All sorts of girls appear in this book-girls who have good impulses but do not know just how to let them work out, and girls who are sullen and morose; girls who are rich and girls who are poor; girls who have to work themselves almost to death and girls who take life more easily than any human being ought to take it. The author has evidently written from a thorough knowledge of all the classes of whom she speaks and has pointed her moral without spoiling her story. For it is notable how very lifelike all the characters are, and how their lives come together in the story just as people's lives come together in actual everyday affairs. The book will have few readers who will not be charmed with it. pp. 318. $1.25.

2. THE YOUNG CAPITALIST, by Linnie S. Harris. The young capitalist appears in the earlier chapters of the book as a schoolboy of the ordinary sort, but he comes under influences during his school life which make him finally a noble and selfdenying young man. In the later part of the book he appears as the owner of a mill which has long been a doubtful investment, and we are told how by his interest in the welfare of the people who work for him and by his constant attention to business he succeeds in winning not only the love of those who are connected with him, but also a fair return on the capital which he used. The book will hold the interest of its readers, and will suggest to them many possibilities of which most of us take too little account. pp. 358. $1.25. The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago.




Here is another work that is just the thing every Sunday School teacher, pastor and Bible student wants:-two little dainty volumes that can be carried in one's pocket, in limp but stout cloth covers. Yet, though little, it is great, and endorsed by the highest authorities.

THE HOLY Land in GeograPHY AND IN HISTORY, by Townsend MacCoun, A. M., Member of the American Historical Society, and Fellow of the American Geographical Society; With 154 Full Page Maps. Sold by the Author, 29-33 East 19th St., New York. $2.00 per set. These books are, first of all, handy and concise in marvelous degree. Then, the geography is up to date with the latest surveys, explorations and identifications in Bible Lands;-Geological maps, Physical maps, Relief maps, wonderfully distinct, and maps of every section and corner of the Holy Land, with complete reference indexes of ancient and modern names. The descriptive material is admirably clear and helpful.

The history volume, perhaps a third larger, gives the running history of every age concerned, from the geological periods of formation to the epoch of the crusades, and Turks, with charts, maps, plans, half-tone relief sections of important localities, historical maps, changing for every political epoch, chronological tables and index of authorities. It illustrates every situation, every scene, every movement and event in Biblical history, and is worth five times the price asked for it. Many a heavy and expensive atlas is far less satisfactory. It is a beauty, and has already received the adoption of several Theological Seminaries and the high commendation of Professor Fisk, of Chicago. Its author was an old intimate friend of the late Dr. A. L. Chapin. The Biblical World says, "There is no work, of the same cost,. which presents so much information, in such usable shape, as does this."




EXCHANGE GOSSIP.




The November HOMILETIC REVIEW (Funk & Wagnalls Co., N. Y.) is, as usual, rich and various. Dr. Cunningham Geike tells "How Best to Present Bible Characters from the Pulpit." Prof. T. W. Hunt, of Princeton, reviews "Shelley's Life and Teachings." Dr. Carlos Martyn continues his papers on "The Christian Citizenship Movement." Other departments are just what a pastor needs. Monthly, $3,00 a year.









Collection Speech.

BY E. L. MORSE.




Kind friends, you've listened, one and all, With pity, pain, or laughter;




Your heart-strings long enough we've worked, 
 Your purse-strings now we're after. 


You see, Wisconsin's way behind, 
 And in a sorry pickle; 


You little folks must help her out 
 By dropping in a nickel. 


You know we boys are great on noise. 
  Well, we shall make a racket 
Till the Sunday School is rushing on 
  With funds enough to back it. 
And if, my Badger lad, you'd save 
  Our boys from sin and crime, sir, 
Just help the Sunday School along 
  By dropping in a dime, sir. 
Scores of our children never blessed 
  By any Sunday teaching, 
Their longing faces plead with you, 
  Their hands toward you are reaching. 
Perhaps neglect of such has made 
  You folks feel silly, sort o'; 
Then give your seatmates all the cue 
 By shelling out a quarter. 


We've had the what and when and how 
  Told us by our field worker; 


How man or woman, girl or boy

Can never be a shirker.

And if you don't want him or me

To take you by the collar,

Be ready when the box you see, 
 And drop us in a dollar. 





-Tomah, Wis.




Our Sunday School Work.

GEO. C. HAUN, SUPERINTENDENT FOR WISCONSIN.

With the "baby organ" and a trunk full of papers, lesson helps and bibles, we start in for a month's work. Our first stop is at Appleton. Two days are spent with the state Y. P. S. C. E. convention. The Sunday School missionary work of Wisconsin is presented to our wide awake and aggressive young people by representatives of both Presbyterian and Congrega




tional Sunday School societies.




From Appleton we go to Split Rock. For nearly three years we have had a Sunday School at this station. The work is carried on by a young man who is not ashamed to take a basket of bibles and lesson helps, then travel several miles over hills and along dusty roads to the district school house. He has recently married, and now brings the additional blessing of a devoted Christian helpmeet in the Master's service to the Maple Grove Sunday School. No preaching here. Every Sabbath the Sunday School is sowing the precious seed in the hearts of both young and old, who have no other privileges. The workers have recently secured an old deserted dwelling in the town. Large Bible chart pictures now adorn the bare walls of rough boards. A few benches have been made. An old stove has been secured, and with the stove pipe running out of the windows, the dear people gather to learn of Jesus. Strong drink has made bare more than one dwelling in this little village. Sunday morning we find the little dwelling full of eager listeners and anxious hearts. The afternoon is spent four miles south with our "Plymouth Sunday School" in Hunting. Here the friends have also remodeled an old saloon building into a chapel. At least 25 Christians are now to be found in the neighborhood of Hunting, which is the result of Sunday School seed sowing. They are christians who will work, pray and give. Drive back to Split Rock for evening service. The old building cannot hold the evening audience. Many stand outside and listen through the windows. The Spirit of God is at work. Monday is spent in house to house visitation. A dear mother is found holding a young babe that is not expected to live. She rejoices that some one calls to pray with her. After school we have a children's meeting. Four stand up for Jesus. In the evening we have another evangelistic service. Eight express a desire to henceforth serve and follow Christ.

Oct. 12-13 is spent with our North Eastern District convention at Rhinelander. Our men of God in the North are right in the midst of the battle. God is continually giving us great victories. From Rhinelander we spend a day at Mercer, up in the woods. In the little log dwellings there are warm hearts, hungering for the Bread of Life. For several years we have sustained a Sunday School. In the evening you could see coming through the woods, in all directions, men, women and ehildren, with lanterns and lamps. Like the wise Virgins, they are trimmed and burning. Without them it would be quite impossible to find your way to the district school house at night. We have an audience of 60. We speak to the scholars at school. A christian lady is the teacher. It is a beautiful sight to see the Pilgrim lesson helps in their humble homes, and a blessing to know that the Word is being studied and treasured in their hearts. "My Word shall not return unto me void."




Owing to the sickness of Bro. Campbell at Antigo, we are glad to relieve him of his pulpit work the 17th. Their Sunday School now averages over 200 scholars. A Junior rally is held in the afternoon. The Juniors are working to carry the Gospel to the destitute places through our own Sunday School society. Oct. 18 we arrive at Eland Junction. Last April a Sunday School was planted by our Congregational Sunday School society. Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, our pastor at Birnamwood and Norrie, has been supplying Eland Junction with regular services. We remain here a full week, hold two services each day, with mother's meeting in the afternoon. House to house visitation is made throughout the entire village. We are granted the free use of the town hall for religious services. 25 have expressed a desire to henceforth lead a christian life. The meetings were followed by another week of services under the leadership of our evangelistic pastor, Rev. Todd, of Eagle River. The people have expressed a desire for church organization, which undoubtedly will be formed in the near future.

Oct. 27 is spent at Stevens Point, to assist the State Sunday School Association in their annual convention. Representatives of the various Sunday School organizations were present, and we all enjoyed the blessed fellowship of the various denomi nations. Each society was represented on the program.

With the genial company of Rev. Geo. E. Gilbert we start for Adams Co. Sunday School Association. In order to reach our destination, we enjoy a 26 mile drive across Adams Co. through the sand. Our church at White Creek and the large warm hearts of the people, like their pastor, Bro. Marden, were all open to all attendants at the convention. People drove 20 and 40 miles to attend these sessions. They are glad for new ideas and methods of carrying on their Sunday School work. The convention closed with a cantata of "The Ten Virgins," rendered very effectively by pleasant voices of our ladies at White Creek. Our own Sec'y Carter was a most welcome guest at this gathering. He gave us the closing sermon, followed by parting words from your missionary.

Oct. 30 we drive 23 miles to Westfield. Sunday morning, 31st, is spent at our church in Hancock. The afternoon and evening at Colonna, where we had a glorious Sunday School rally Nov. 1st.




-Madison, Wis.
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Concentration, not scatteration, is the key to success. The old recipe for preventing a shotgun from scattering is to put only one shot in gun."-Rev. W. W. Sleeper.

"All wealth is the result of the combined effort of the whole people, and should be applied to the common good-for the enrichment of life itself."-Rev. J. R. Smith.

“Other regiments are all right, but if I belong to the Congregational regiment in the great army, I like to say so."-Rev. G. H. Kemp.

"Superintendent Haun used to go about this state in labors of love with his wife and 'baby organ.' Now he leaves the wife and organic baby at home; but we are assured that 'the little horn shall be exalted.'"-Rev. Geo. M. Boynton, D. D.

"There are two ways of telling time,-by the watch hands and by the sun overhead. There are two ways of telling missionary time, one by the hands of the statistical figures and the ticking of the works, the other with our eyes on the Sun of Righteousness as he rises in splendor toward the meridian." "Ordinary church men ought to go to conventions. * I think we ought to made more room on the program for foreigners and competent business men."-Mrs. George H. Ide.
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Beloit Convention.




Beautiful weather, generous hospitality and an excellent programme well carried out contributed largely to the success of the meeting of the Beloit Convention at the charming city of Whitewater.

The choice of the convention for Moderator was the Rev. Dr. Collie whose genial presence we hope to see at many a future meeting. The duty of scribe fell to the lot of L. L. Olds, of Clinton.

State Secretary Carter's report at the Home Missionary session was full of good things, showing not only the progress made, but suggesting methods by which the work may be more successfully advanced. It appears that the Beloit Convention occupies a unique position in having but one home missionary field. While we rejoice in the prospect of fields becoming independent of aid it does not mean that the home missionary spirit is dead or that there are not needy fields yet to occupy for Christ. Sec. Hitchcock's eloquent presentation of the foreign work very naturally followed Secretary Carter's address.

In the evening the spacious edifice was filled with an audience eager to hear what Rev. J. W. Frizzel had to say on "The Preaching Needed for This Age," and Rev. Judson Titsworth on "The Relation of the Church to Sociology." It is needless to say that both men met the expectations in satisfactory manner. The question of preaching was again considered on Wednesday morning in the clear and concise paper of Rev. H. O. Spellman.

The Sunday School, always dear to every pastor and Christian worker, was the topic assigned to Řev. Cyrus Osborne who, in an admirable paper, dealt with its supreme needs. The discussion which followed, led by Rev. G. R. Chambers, was very helpful and it was a pity that more time was not devoted to it.

All recognize that one of the weakest features in our church life and work is the paucity of men. But it is not many who can point out the reasons for this and suggest remedies as the Rev. Dr. Leavitt, whose address was followed by timely remarks from Rev. A. J. Haynor and T. W. Barbour.

In the absence of Rev. E. P. Salmon his clear and discriminating review of Newman Smythe's work on "The Place of Death in Evolution" was read by Rev. E. C. Barnard. This was followed by an address on the same subject by Rev. G. C. Lockride. In connection with this subject occurred one of the most impressive things of the Convention, namely, the beautiful, pathetic and deeply spiritual address of Prof. Emerson.

Christian Endeavor had the floor at the closing session, the meeting being in the hands of the Rev. W. W. Sleeper. The eloquent addresses of Revs. J. R. Ward and Jas. W. Fifield, D. D., held the close attention of the audience which entirely filled the audience room.

Taking the Convention as a whole it was uplifting and helpful. If a criticism may be permitted it is to say that as regards the speakers and programme it was more a meting of ministers than of churches. Only one layman had a part, and that a minor one, assigned him. A more generous recognition of the laymen when arranging programme would likely result in an increased interest and representation.

After the customary votes of thanks the convention adjourned to meet at Darlington next May.




WM. MOORE.




"Doubts or Beliefs: Which?"

To the Editor: I was greatly interested in the editorial in OUR CHURCH LIFE, for October, entitled "Doubts or Beliefs: Which?" I take it that the important point of the article is: Shall the preacher preach those things that he knows and believes, or shall he preach doctrines and beliefs that in his maturer judgment and experience he doubts, though they are time honored, and strictly orthodox? I think the preacher is under inviolable obligations to preach what he knows and believes. It has been taught for centuries, as the purest orthodoxy, that Adam sinned in the garden of Eden, and fell from the high estate in which he was created, and in his fall brought ruin and death on the entire human race; they are guilty of mortal sin, and condemned to everlasting punishment. Iquote from Knapp's Christian Theology p. 274, "Paul shows, in substance that all men are regarded and punished by God as sinners; and that the ground of this lies in the act of one man; as, on the contrary, deliverance from punishment depends also on one man Jesus Christ." Paul reasons thus: The cause of the universal mortality of the human race lies in Adam's transgression. Christian Theologies all teach the dogma of Adam's fall and christian teachers have for centuries, laid a fearful burden of guilt and death on the hearts of every one, man, woman, and child born into the world. Their gospel declares that this is a world of sin and death from which there is but one way of escape that is by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now in these times of light, thought, discussion and study, it is found that the account of the creation as recorded in Genesis is not history, but is fable. There is not a statement in it that is true. There is a large amount of truth conveyed in the fable, but the narration is a fable. This fact is no longer a matter of doubt or opinion, it is a known fact, and can be as well relied upon as though it were capable of actual demonstration. No thinking mind that can or does make an unprejudiced study of the narration as found in Genesis but will come to a clear




knowing that it is only and wholly a fable. The few who now believe it take it as a matter of faith and tradition, as orthodox Theology. Now I want to ask the writer of the editorial in question if a preacher who has come to know that the narrative of the creation as found in Genesis is fable, and that the theology founded upon it cannot be true, is he not under the largest moral obligations to carry to the people the glad gospel that they are not guilty and under condemnation because of the so called fall of Adam in the garden of Eden? How blessed to know that we can cast off this old burden of guilt and misery that Adam's sin is imputed to us. The ministerial profession have gradually outgrown the terrible dogma of Adam's fall, and do not carry on their hearts a feather's weight of the guilt coming from it. It is enough for them, and for all men, to carry the burden of their own sins. I judge from Mr. Campbell's editorial there are some ministers brave enough to not regard the cry of the heretic, and are working and preaching to lift the burden of guilt from the hearts of the people. I have little doubt that many of the people would feel at a loss if the burden were taken from them, and fear they were, with the grand old bible, all going to pieces. Fear not I am with you. Woodworth, Wis. R. F. ROBERTS.




Personal.




Born, Oct. 13, to Rev. and Mrs. C. E. Nelson, at Navarino, a daughter.

Rev. J. D. Whitelaw may still be addressed at Portage, for evangelistic service and temporary supplies. He begins special meetings, Nov. 14, with Pastor Stevenson, at Arena.

Mr. Franklin Schoenfeld is assisting his brother, Mr. F. W. Schoenfeld, of Bloominton, at Prairie du Chien and other points in his extensive field.

Rev. D. E. Phillips, formerly of Barneveld, died at New York City, Oct. 11, as he was returning from a visit to Wales. Brother Phillips was a faithful minister of the gospel, but, on account of ill health, was laid aside from active service in recent years. His family resides in Barneveld, where the burial occurred on Sabbath, Oct. 17, and have the sympathy of friends far and wide.

Field Agent Stanley E. Lathrop, of Ashland Academy, on his last southward tour, attended the meeting of the A. M. A. in Minneapolis,-under which he formerly served in the Southpreached in Merriam Park, Minn., visited Neenah and Menasha, and attended the Beloit District Convention at Whitewater, taking in the Sunday School Convention at Stevens Point, on the way home.

Mr. H. H. Jacobs occupied the pulpit of Pilgrim Church, Milwaukee, on a recent Sunday.

The National Woman's Suffrage Association will meet in the Congregational church, Madison, Nov. 17 and 18. Miss Susan B. Anthony and Rev. Anna Shaw are on the program.

Rev. E. G. Updike, of Madison, attended the meeting of the American Board, in New Haven. He will be a delegate to the National Council in Portland, Oregon, next July.

The October Helping Hand prints in full the Report on Christian Academies, presented at the Ripon Convention, by Rev. Messrs. Henry Holmes, I. L. Cory and L. E. Osgood.

Rev. C. W. Merrill, well known as an evangelist in Wisconsin, of the class of 1870, Beloit, has accepted a pastorate` at Worthington, Minn.

Rev. W. W. Curtis (of the same Beloit class) and wife, have returned from their mission field, at Sendai, Japan, and have been resting at the sanitarium at Lytton Springs, Cal.

Rev. Dr. W. C. Dewey, of Mardin, Turkey, whose letters have appeared in our columns, is wintering at Toulon, Ill. It is hoped that Mr. Dewey may be induced to make a missionary tour of Wisconsin. Any who desire such a visit are invited to make it known to S. T. Kidder, Menasha.

The Northwestern Mail, of Nov. 4, presents an admirable cut of our deceased brother, W. W. Rose.

Rev. W. E. Rigby, of Kewaunee, has begun a class in Latin.




Ministerial Movements,

Barnard, Rev. Elihu C., resigns at Whitewater. Buswell, Rev. J. O., has resigned at Hartford. Cory, Rev. I. L., resigns at Pilgrim Church, Milwaukee, to take effect Jan. 1.-Northwestern Mail.

Harris, Rey. E. A., accepts call to Mukwanago. Kimball, Mr. John H., of Beloit and Yale, has accepted a call to Stoughton and Cooksville.

Preston, Rev. B. C., accepts call to pastorate at Whitewater, where he has been assistant pastor to Rev. E. C. Barnard. Van Swearingen, Rev. O. M., accepts call to Palmyra. Whalley, Rev. A. D., of Boltonville, accepts call to Dorr and Corinth, Mich.
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Around the Field.




All our missionary fields but two are at present manned with ministers, and, for the most part with efficient ones. The two exceptions give cause for regret, for their pastorless condition is, in each case, wholly unnece sary. They are Amery and Park Falls. The Society stands ready with sympathy, money and hearty co-operation to keep the work going with good pastors, but the churches themselves are not at present ready to unite and "work out their own salvation" in an efficient manner. The main fault for this condition lies, in one case solely with the people themselves, in the other case largely with their late minister. In both cases it is hoped that the wise and earnest people in each church will soon take such effective steps as will restore active operations under good ministers.

These two churches form the only dark places in our otherwise prosperous work.

We need, in order to be quite accurate, to add the painful case of Curtiss where the unhappy conflict between the pastor and a large body of the people is defeating the usefulness of the mission.

BIRNAMWOOD AND NORRIE are now we think in more satisfactory condition than ever before. The pastor, Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, a young man just graduated from Oberlin is doing foundation work. These churches are suffering from members, brought into them in former years, who have never shown evidence of conversion and have been a dead weight on them. More thorough work and higher ideals of christian character are slowly changing the condition and the prospects of these churches. The out-look is bright.

ELAND is a small village at a railroad junction near the two places last named. Till lately there have never been religious services sustained there, but now it is yoked with those places under the care of Mr. Smith. There were a few genuine Christians in the place who have revived and are co-operating with the society in the effort to establish a living church. The pastor laid plans for special meetings. Brother Haun began with a week of his effective work. Brother Todd followed with another week. Superintendent Grassie closed with two meetings and preliminary steps to the organization of a church and building of a meeting house. This is one of the present points of advance.

CUMBERLAND is putting on strength. Last summer, under student Ernest Bradley, a capital impulse was given. The church seemed more alive than for years and was bent on getting a live man for its minister. They found and called Rev. W. T. Ream, who seems to them that live and true man, and he is with them at work.

Fifield after its late rather sorrowful experience rejoices in having a beloved and trusted pastor. They have called Rev. Margaret R. Pake and she has accepted. This is their own independent work without asking missionary aid; they give what salary they can and she accepts what they offer. The church is relieved and happy in its new relation.

CLEAR LAKE (Scandinavian). A valuable advance was taken by this church and its pastor, Rev. John Peterson, in that they have ordained and installed him. He has been their minister for several successful years, coming to us from the "Swedish Mission" brethren. While doing excellent work as a pastor and preacher, till lately he kept aloof from joining our ministry but has now come wholly and heartily into our fellowship. His paper presented to the ordaining council was clear, sound, strong, good, and distinctly Evangelical. His people took great interest in the ordination services and the occasion was one of blessing.

TOMAHAWK, after having been a good deal broken up for some months has happily united on Rev. Sam'l M. MacNiell as its pastor and the work of the church is resumed with new efficiency and united hopefulness. During its period of pastorless trial the church, as it has always done, held together and kept up its work with commendable faithfulness.

WASHBURN is making a good account of itself. It has been clearing off debts incurred, in part, before the present pastor came, and in part for important improvements on the meetinghouse. During the summer as usual in this town the congregations have been inuch reduced by Sunday outings and steam. boat excursions. These things are a curse to many a waterside church. Pastor Gibson is hard at work holding his people together, paying old debts, and putting new life into prayermeeting and Sunday services. His people rejoice in the large and solid advance they experience under his earnest ministry.

WEST SUPERIOR-(Hope church). The work on this difficult and important field has been well pushed during the summer by its earnest pastor, Rev. L. A. Brink. He has been preaching




straight gospel sermons on themes like these: "Believe and Obey," "Religion Hallows Life," "Be Like Christ." The prospects of a restoration of the large business activity of the steel plant, which has been shut up for years, gives new hope and importance to this church.

DUNBAR. Our vigorous mission at that place is nearly strong enough to go alone. The present pastor is Rev. John M. Soderstrom in whom the people are well united. Being a Swede he is able to preach to the many Scandinavians in their own tongue. There is, as yet, no church organized here. The mission is yoked with North Crandon in the support of Mr. Soderstrom.




A Boy's Growth.




How shall a boy grow? Up, of course. The tallest trees get the most sun. A thought, an aspiration, a vision, these give stature to this inner boy. Some boys like vines run along the ground and root whenever they touch it. They live for a smoke, a dance, a game or a race of some kind. If they are ever known they must climb up on the back of some tall fellow as the vine mounts on the sturdy oak. Which shall the boy be, vine or oak? Sentiment is worth more than dollars to make a nation or a life. Give this boy dollars and the impulse is down to his appetites and passions. Touch him with sentiment, fix his eye with ideal and purpose and he will come to the full stature of man. Look and look long for the school that gives this growth. The higher the tuition, the less there may be of it.

How shall this boy grow? Steadily and rapidly. A peach tree in this climate grows in summer and dies back in winter. It winter-kills. A host of boys summer-kill. What they learn in a winter is lost in the summer. What they gain in a good school is lost in a poor one. It is a course of study that gives growth.

Sometimes the boy we see shoots up rapidly. Then he wants to eat "all out doors." The inner boy often has the same law. His mind breaks forth as out of a shell. Then feed him. He will thrive on two year's work in one and starve and dwarf on one year's work in two of some slow, cast iron course.

How much shall he grow? All that he can. Some boys have only a scrub oak nature. Others may become towering white oaks. But give the white oak only a scrub oak's chance, make the boy think that his proper height is to make a living easily, to count dollars, and there will be no ribs and beams of oak for the ship of state.

Give the inner boy soil and sky in home and school and you can tell what his nature is. Any oak grown in a tub will be a dwarf.

How much shall he grow? All that he can now. The first good book, the first term away at school are worth more than any other to this boy. It gets him out of his rut. The new thoughts and the new life stir his own life. Things grow when they begin to grow. This may be the boy's, the young man's beginning.

The place of noble service is won today by those who dare to begin the struggle, though they see now but one book, one term or one year. Every boy has a destiny. If it be a large one, a noble one, he must grow. The inner boy must grow. Give him root in the deep, rich soil of a good school. Make him know that it is a boy's business to grow, to grow for farm and shop, for man and state, for service and not self. The world is outgrowing half grown men. A. W. BURR.




Ordination of Rev. Arthur G. Beach.

The council met Oct. 19, representing churches in Washburn, West Superior, Hayward, and Rhinelander. The candidate read his statement of religious belief, which was very clear-cut and thoughtfully expressed. After further examination the council unanimously voted approval. At the public service of ordination, the sermon was preached by Rev. James R. Smith, of West Superior; the other parts were taken by Revs. G. H. Kemp, John Gibson, H. Pederson, L. W. Winslow, T. G. Grassie, E. E. Dresser, E. P. Wheeler and S. E. Lathrop. It was a very pleasant occasion, and our Ashland church considers itself fortunate in securing Mr. Beach as pastor. He has been here since last June, and is popular among all classes, a preacher of exceptional ability, genial and social in manner. He is a graduate of Marietta College and Yale Theological Seminary, and recently spent a year of study in Europe. His father was Professor Beach, late of Marietta College, formerly pastor of the Presbyterian church in Beloit, Wis. His wife is a daughter of General R. R. Dawes of Marietta, Ohio, who was Colonel of the Sixth Wisconsin Infantry in the war.-Helping Hand.












At Night Fall.

A PERSONAL INCIDENT.

"Brother, will the night be long, 
  Dark and dreary, sad and dreary? 
Phantoms haunt me; round me throng, 
 When I slumber weak and weary- 
And I tremble at the gloom— 
Shrink before the coming doom- 
  Faint with fear and sick with sorrow- 
  Brother, shall I wake tomorrow? 
Tarry with me till the morn. 


'Ere its breaking, its sad breaking, I'll be past the world's cold scorn,

Bitter pain and sad heartaching. Stay and take my last low breath; Hush with love the moan of death.

Friend or stranger there's none other; Thou art last of all, my brother.

Ah! the twilight fadeth fast

List, and hear me, brother, hear me; Hold my hand until the last,

  Let your loving face be near me. 
'Tis a fearful thing to die 
With no friendly face hard by, 


Feel life's claspings strain and sever, 
Then go out alone forever. 


Who is kneeling at my feet?

  Softly pleading, gently pleading,- 
Seems an angel pure and sweet 
  For a lost one interceding- 
Weeping, and with sobbing breath 
Keeping back the stroke of death- 
  Brother! Ah! the darkness hideth 
  E'en the face that last abideth! 
-Retreat, Wis. 





WM. HAUGHTON.




A blessing to the sick, a comfort to the well!-Pond's Extract. Don't be without it.




Love.




Everything within and without, moving in the gentleness of its being is a true word to us, witnessing that Thou art love, that wrath is never in Thy heart, that love alone worketh out Thy righteousness which is the creation shaping to its everlasting glory.

Therefore, only love succeeds; only love can achieve a character and career that is possessed of an eternal worth. By the holiest love we would be possessed, redeeming our lives from failure.

Only love abides! By the holiest love we would be possessed, that we may triumph in all the changes unto our fruit of perfected being, even as the vines ga.her out of the changes of the year those graces that are revealed in the kisses of the autumn sun.

Only love is pure. By the holiest love we would be possessed, that so we may have the clean heart and right spirit, and be of such eyes as may behold Thy beauty of holiness.

Only love is full of peace. By the holiest love we would be possessed, that so Thy peace, passing understanding, may triumph within us, making our lives unto the troubled of our fellows as green pastures and still waters.

Only love is eternal. By the holiest love may we be possessed, that so we live eternal life, all that life's outgoings so strong and tender and true that, like Thyself in the deeps of our souls, we may be to others a word of grace, mercy and peace.

Only love worketh righteousness. By the holiest love may we be possessed, that so our lives be filled with the fruits of righteousness and all the outgoings of our influence make for the holiness and joy of mankind.

May the quiet of Thy stars, the peace of Thy summer skies, the gentleness of Thy summer fields, enter into us with the quickening of the love that worketh Thy righteousness in all the earth--that can work it in all the earth of my being! Nor wrath, nor malice, nor revenge pos




sess us unto their works of unrighteousness, unto their deformities, unto th ir wasting failures; but just Thy love be the conscious constant power within us, creating us ever into the holiness that means the joy and worth of life! So will the whole earth become a child of Thy tenderest and truest love; and forever share with Thee the joys of Thy holiness working by love.-Pastor Quiet, in the Church Union.




Ladies know the value of Pond's Extract, and appreciate its true merit. Avoid crude imitations.




Ordination.




Mr. Wm. Harvey Short, of the last class of Yale Seminary, was ordained at Spring Valley, Pierce County, Oct. 22, by a council, of which Rev. A. D. Adams, of New Richmond, was moderator and who made the ordaining prayer. Rev. J. Parsons of Roberts, was scribe. Rev. J. W. White of Menomonie, preached the sermon. Rev. J. A. Eakin of Durand, gave the charge to the pastor. Rev. D. R. Anderson of Eau Claire, extended the right hand of fellowship, and Secretary Carter made the address to the people.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


The Advance. 
   (Congregational Weekly) 


is just entering its thirty-first year with better prospects than ever.

Its regular departments will be kept up to their usual excellence and among the Contributed Articles already arranged for may be mentioned the following:

Reminiscences of Stalker, Drummond, Ian Maclaren, and Scotch University Life, by Prof. H. M. Scott of Chicago Theological Seminary.

South African Politics, by Prof. W. D. Mackenzie of Chicago Seminary, who was born in South Africa.

The Next Things in Legislative Reform, by Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, Superintendent of the National Reform Bureau.

Some Popular Reforms, by H. W. Adams, author of the valuable articles on the work of Mrs. Ballington Booth and the Florence Crittendon Missions, which have already appeared in the columns of The Advance.

An article on some important aspect of social study and work, by Prof. Chas. R. Henderson of the Univerity of Chicago.

Some Recent Aspects of Theological Study, by Prof. H. C. King of Oberlin.

Out in the Open papers by our noted preacher-naturalist, Rev. E. B Heaton.

What the Spade has Lately Revealed, by Prof. E. T. Harper of Chicago Seminary.

Turkey, Greece and the Eastern Question' by Dr. Cyrus Hamlin.

The Religions Difficulties of Young Men, by Dr. J. B. Gregg.

German and Continental Affairs, by Dr. J. H. W. Stuckenberg, long pastor of the American Protestant Church in Berlin.

Regular yearly rate, $2.00.

To a new subscriber the paper will be sent from now to Jan. 1, 1899, for $2.00. Or for $2.50 we will send The Advance one year and a copy of the International Self-Pronouncing Teacher's Bible, post
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This new field is rallying again after the trying loss of Rev. and Mrs. F. B. Bridgman, who left for Zululand, and the talk begins to center upon the erection of the much needed meeting house. The field is to be congratulated upon their share in inducting into the ministry two so able and earnest young men.




Horsemen and trainers are among the many who realize the benefits derived from the use of Pond's Extract on horses.




Another Church Organized.

At Jonesville, Adams County, Oxford P. O., on Tuesday, Oct. 12, by aid of a council, a church of twelve members was organized and received into fellowship. These were all adults, three of each sex, and all, except one from Friendship, came by letter from the New Chester church, whose building is five miles from the school house where this section of the church has for some years had its services, ordinances, etc. It is proposed to continue with the same pastor, Rev. A. C. Marden of White Creek, who serves New Chester also. Moderator of the council, Rev. J. A. Rowell. Scribe of the council, Mr. G. H. Rawson. The program was as follows: Prayer, Moderator; Right Hand of Fellowship, Rev. I. Jones; Address, Rev. J. A. Thomas; Sermon, Secretary H. W Carter; Open devotional exercises by the pastor, Rev. A. C. Marden.
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No. 1 Gold Pen, fine point, at $1.75. 
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No. 3 Gold Pen, fine or stub point, $2.50. 
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Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. We have had




25 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage.




Iowa and Missouri Farm




Loans.




We do business in localities where we have personal knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in amount from $200 up, are usually for a term of 5 years, interest semiannual, remitted without cost to lender in New York or Chicago exchange.

Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc.




Address,




Darrow Investment Co.,




Corning, Iowa.




We are pleased to refer, by permission, to Rev. Mr. Kidder, of Our Church Life.




THE title to the proper- 
ty 


Rochester of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and WIS., work. It will make a specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel men to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship, will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




W, 8. AXTEL, A. M., Principal.




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education




Write your name plainly, en- 
close the money, and the cards 
will be forwarded promptly. 





THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. of the sexes. Girls and boys develop
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most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.
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Offers high grade Classical, Philosphical and Science Courses leading to the degrees or A. B., Ph. B., and B. S.

Its work is carried on in twelve,large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Ita Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is in charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the cast The Judicious physical training of each stu dent is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terme with young men. 51st year opens Sept, 14, 1897. Address President Baton or Principal Burr,
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PATENTS Renew




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain, free, whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Oldest agency for securing patents in America. We have a Washington office. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice in the

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

beautifully illustrated, largest circulation of any scientific journal, weekly, terms $3.00 a year; $1.50 six months. Specimen copies and HAND BOOK ON PATENTS sent free. Address MUNN & CO.,

361 Broadway, New York.

Chicago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.
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     IN 
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RESPECT.

It traverses the best sections of




the States of




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesta,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up

per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan tages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Teachers Wanted!

Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES positions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. No charge to employers for recommending teachers. SOUTHERN TEACHERS' BUREAU. REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts., Louisville. Ky. President and manager. Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., III. One fee registers in both offices,
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Wisconsin and the World Kingdom. states prisons; this woman of God, with a heart of




The round-up of the year strangely mingles the joyous and solemn, the pathetic and the jubilant. All our Sunday-schools are, or ought to be getting ready for Christmas-and this suggests that a Christmas Sunday-school exercise is never quite what it ought to be unless the little ones themselves take prominent part, and unless there is something of the Christ and His glorious gospel of peace and good will included. We have seen Christmas celebrations where all allusion to this was conspicuously wanting.




unquenchable love, a common sense personal method, and invincible faith in a present, Almighty is solving to marvelous degree. No one can hear Savior, and with her Hope Home for "graduates" her, and not have a larger heart and a warmer faith. She is God's messenger to complete what John Howard began, and help to save society at the top by saving it at the bottom.




There seems to be no doubt-whoever is implicated-but that the Princeton Inn has been a bad mess. All the attempts to whitewash it and prove it a place of innocent and harmless resort have failed. Our Presbyterian friends are quite justified in looking into the matter, and in demanding that a Christian school should at least be rid of all




In the revolt of our forefathers from eclesiasticism and formalism they nearly repudiated Christmas from the calendar. They were consistent. We of to-day occupy a half and half position with reference to it which is anything but consistent. We complicity with such intemperance and debasement. accept and observe it with gifts, festival and jollity, and while our Romanist and Episcopal friends worship, we play. How would it do for us also, of Pilgrim ancestry, to have our Christmas prayerhours in the churches to begin the day perhaps uniting congregations, to give "glory to God in the highest" before we strip our Christmas trees?




Every well-regulated Congregational church, somewhere and somehow, will make somewhat of Forefather's Day. There is plenty of good material for sermons and miscellaneous programs, and we ought not to let our children forget the noble deeds of our Godly ancestry, nor allow them to omit from their historical knowledge the hand of God so obvious in the founding of the nation, or to forget the character and quality of the Pilgrim ideal, which we of all others should perpetuate. The literature of the theme is very rich and full of pathos.




Many of our churches have responded to the request of the American Board and have observed Nov. 28 as Whitman Memorial. There is no more thrilling patriotic story in American history, or in the history of American missions, than the Whitman narrative; and it is happily significant that the American Board which,at the time of his heroic achievement, almost broke Dr. Whitman's heart with its coldness and censure, should now be the chief agent in doing honor to his memory.




Mrs. Maud Ballington Booth has been telling her wonderful story in Wisconsin cities. It is a true and victorious story,-the power of Jesus to speak deliverance to the captive and to pardon the penitent thief. What the boards of charities and corrections, and the philanthropic debating schools have been unable to solve as a most knotty problem, touching the most debased, hardened and hopeless class of men in the land-the men in our




The Golden Rule, now expanded in name—as its work has expanded in scope-to the Endeavor World, is a grand paper and should find ready access to every Endeavorer's home. That is an interesting symposium in the last number on "The Sermon I Like Best." There is an amusing variety of ideals-as for example "A sermon emphasizing the brevity of life and the length of eternity;" "I want the blood-curdling truths of hell and the heart-easing truths of heaven;" "A sermon which has its subject chosen from the Bible," (this is not intended to be facetious.) "A sermon that has lots of snap and spiritual ginger in it;" "A sermon which is plain, pointed, practical and practiced!" Here is a better one "I like a sermon which fits my case." Quite a number of the "likes" are from Wisconsin. It is evident that these various listeners, have a considerable variety of experience in what they hear. Another symposium is suggested, from pastors on "The kind of a hearer I like to have." Possibly this would result in more uniformity.




The Blaisdell Volume.

Professor Blaisdell's friends will rejoice that the volume of extracts from his writings is out, and obtainable for $1.25,net,at the Beloit college book store, or of the Congregational S. S. and Publication Society, Chicago. With its fine picture of Professor Blaisdell, not before published, and with its substantial and attractive form of issue, the volume makes one of the most valuable and desirable gift books of the season. "Visions of a Citizen," is a peculiarly suggestive and appropriate title for these "essays and excerpts," as they enable one to see visions both of Professor Blaisdell himself, as well as of the ideal citizens of the Republic of God, of whom he was continually gaining visions.









Editorial.




Together.




I recently heard a female "reformer" strongly emphasize the somewhat trite saying, "mothers rule the world." I do not agree with her. IfI did, I should blush for the conceit of mothers and the willingness of fathers to allow such a matriarchy at this progressive period, in the history of the human race.

I respect consistent reformers in any worthy cause, if they are not ranters. Were I sufficiently consistent and willing to pose as a reformer (which I am not) it would be in the line of that most important organization, the Family, whose interests I shall espouse, as long as I live. I am watching the evolution and involution of the Family more than of any other institution, because there is more at stake. But the projector or prime mover of every family is man. He chooses the wife, and is, therefore, primarily responsible for the kind of mother that will sit opposite him at the table one thousand times a year,and, together with him, will teach the children agreeable table manners and, together with him, provide and induce table talk that is instructive and entertaining for the family. Consistency of behavior, of character, of religious life, devolves upon both parents-no more upon the mother than the father.

God must have had a purpose in creating man first and in His own image, whether by omnipotent fiat or gradual evolution. Woman should never forget that she was made after man, out of one of his ribs; and that she is to stand at his side, not ahead or behind, but beside him, a true helpmeet. Man's memory needs to be jogged, also, to the fact that God blessed Adam and Eve together, and "gave them, together, dominion over every living thing." Have you ever thought that, though marriage ceremonies vary, there is one sentence, uttered by the Master, that is almost invariably used: "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

I believe that "together" should be the watchword and rule of action, not only at the wedding and during the honeymoon, but all through married life in the mission of missions, the Christian home-together in love, together in courtesy, together in purity, together in discipline, together in soul-culture.

I believe together is the rallying-cry to raise just now in our churches. A womanized family is not ideal-neither is a womanized church-family ideal or reasonable. The general welfare of the home or the church, and the home-feeling and comfort of the members of either institution, are due to the mutual co-operation of both sexes.

In building a "meeting-house" I believe there should be a good sprinkling of women on the building committee, that while the men are emphasizing economy and durability, the women may suggest convenience and harmony, especially harmony of colors in glass and fresco.




The prayer-meetings are not well balanced sexually. They require more than a sprinkling of men. They need a large and bran-new invoice of men to give the "together" look-men with clear heads and warm hearts to build the church up spiritually, to give the church dignity, to make it seem attractive and desirable to young men. Especially do we need to be together in the missionary interests of the church. There has been a time, there has been a demand for woman's separ ate work in missions. Women in the Orient called loudly for the special ministry of women in the Occident. The call was answered. Women entered a field unavailable to men. Since then women's organizations have multiplied in every direc tion. Woman's privileges and capabilities have been sufficiently emphasized in the last three decades. The world perfectly understands now, that it needs mothering and sistering along many lines, beside the home. The womanly woman is now satisfied with her privileges and earnestly desires that the accent be transferred to men; that they should be given new developing opportunities in the home and in the church, and that they should seize these opportunities at once, with real Klondyke fervor and enthusiasm. Church women are tired of standing two to one in numerical or any other power. That the church ratio may be two to two, numerically and spiritually, two to two in all missionary activities, I make a special plea for the men. Give the men a chance. "They have the chance and don't take it." They do and they do not. Most men like to be waited upon by their wifely complements. Perhaps it is our mission to show them their opportunities-missionary opportunities-and make them easy for men to grasp.

If church women are in "a lonesome place, cultivated away beyond their natural comrades," because of their morning or afternoon opportunities for missionary information or culture, while the breadwinner is away at his post, it is fitting that we warm over some of our good things for a simple evening repast, a familiar conversazione, seeking the deliberate opinions of wise men, thus educating, by drawing out, men's opinions on matters pertaining to the kingdom, which they have neglected or not found time to consider. Adroit, tactful women, plus willing men, men desirous of knowing more and doing more for the church in its highest calling, can, at any time and in any parish, have a missionary together society, with missionary conversations, after the fashion of neighborhood whist clubs-one night in the week or one night in the month. The conversation would be so entirely different from that of the office or shop, it would surely be recreation to a professional or tradesman. A missionary man, one imbued with the spirit of missions, and a spiritually minded man are synon. omous. You desire to attain to true Christian character-to be spiritually-minded. How do you go to work? First, through the intellect, you know or perceive the truth. Through the emotions you feel you want the truth, that it will do you
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good. Through the will, you resolve to have the truth; you choose to act. Through conduct, you make the effort; you act. You desire to be missionary-minded. Then you will have to go to work in the very same way. Through the intellect you perceive what has been done, in the name of Christ, in your own city, your own country, in other countries. Through the emotions, you feel sympathy, and that you want to do your part. Through the will, you resolve to reach out a hand to seize an opportunity. Through action, your resolution crystallizes; and you find you have caught the missionary spirit. You are Christ's man, in the broadest sense.

Comparatively few church women have fallen in love with world-wide missions, projected by Divine orders, that have never been countermanded. The crowd of women has not yet turned from the popular lecture to the missionary meeting with attractive program. The treasurer's book reveals the fact that only about one third of our women give money to missions. Women are not cultivated so far away from men in missionary lore but that the brethren can easily catch up if they are willing to, and take a new start together, beginning in the home, on Sunday afternoons, right in the midst of the family. A Sabbath hour together for self-improvement and family improvement in missionary-mindedness, fifty-two times in a year, in every Christian home, would, in a decade, destroy every hint of missionary feminization in our churches. KATE KINGSLEY IDE.
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་




sonally. This is not saying that there is not an entirely proper and kindly use of the term.




I suppose the word "vestry" comes to us from New England, but what excuse has the pastor of a church in which there are not only no vestments, but not even a place which could be utilized as a vestry, in the proper sense of the word, to speak of the church parlor as the vestry?




Rev. John Willan.

All will be pleased to see the happy face of Missionary Willan found as our frontispiece, and to read the account of his life which he was asked to prepare.

Bro. Willan is always "happy on the way," and is always on the way to evangelize the regions round about. His view is that the two classes needing special attention in our country are found in the slums of the city and in the destitute regions of the country, and he counts his mission as to the destitute regions of the country. He has a large gospel tent for special work during the summer, and the Sparta friends last season provided him with a living tent in which his family join him heartily for the summer campaigns.

His headquarters at present are at Neilsville, while under joint commission of the W. H. M. S. and the C. S. S. and P. S. for the unoccupied and needy regions of Clark county. Bro. Willan was largely instrumental in the opening of our work in the Kickapoo Valley, and the organization of seven churches there within the last three years. Bro. Willan has a genius for evangelism, does wise and enduring work, wins all hearts and leaves a benediction wherever he goes.
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And then to life the lines will staft 2 
My hand has written on his heartreo ono zna t 


The Kind Old Year is dying

His pulse is weak and low, 
   And in his eyes 





laqs no vienotur omit oft ei wOZ




The sorrow hes tot of bas enoitqhoedure For one poor heart that lost the prize broqob t He offered months ago:

Lost, and forever lost! for me Hot bdtod z No gathering of those pearls will becomand rod tut The Brave Old Year is dying, bræod od tiglug odt I'll see his face no more+ort to eteorotni oft mi His wrinkled brow

Looks happier now boradiunt en mobguid As humbly to my God I bow, And tell His mercies o'er

Oh! bear to Him my heart's regret,!




[image: [ocr errors]]


And say, I love, so love Him yeto tom ob eboo

20890 The Grand Old Year is afing art to two ameorte or formkosee his laboring breath, bɔɔemaqza tromm teft I take his hand of triamo od By him standgodt tedt bus etqis agmorg The good, the kind, the brave, the,grand; 70 for ad Of all old friends the best;
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27 And Iffis parting smile I read od kino z ozroqpor -Retreat, Wis. ob of The pardon and the peace I need, ou amabrud
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December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee.

January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah.

February, REV. J. A. ROWELL, Pine River.

March, MR. EBEN E. REXFORD, Shiocton.

April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin.

May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


August, REV. C. E, BLODGETT, Burlington. 
September, REV. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
October, PRES. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 


Heads of Departments




Education and Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Menasha.

Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 


W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement.

DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

AdvertisemenTS:-Liberal rates furnished on application to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.
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Slips have been sent to each pastor or other agent, for use in securing additional subscribers. If anyone desires more, they will be furnished gratuitously on application to the Beloit office.

Now is the time to renew, to secure additional subscriptions, and to forward back dues.

It depends on pastors and the agents they assist whether the H. M. treasury is relieved of any further financial burden for our State Paper. Let the pulpit be heard, and let the pew be responsive in the interests of the fellowship and work of the Kingdom as furthered by our Wisconsin churches.




The bow of promise rejoices us, but the financial floods do not yet raise the Home Missionary streams out of their shallow beds,-which means that current expenses are far exceeding current receipts, and that the promise of the times ought to be met by timely action. A general and prompt response would be burdensome for none and leave burdens upon none. Do not expect others to do




your share. Study the monthly financial statements, and remember that a wisely economical administration of our Missionary enterprise requires an expenditure of over $1000 per month on the average. For particulars see the report of the Board of Directors, and financial statement in annual "Minutes."




Registrar Miner and Tracy Gibbs & Co. are again to be congratulated on the early and excellent appearance of our State Minutes. Every pastor should call attention to their valuable records, reports and tables, and should see that the copies at his disposal are freely circulated in his congregation.

Many will read with interest the additional column in our Home Missionary tables, showing the amount of aid given to each field and each convention. The amount is placed after only one where churches are yoked, which latter fact is indicated by the same letter. Figures indicate yoked churches that are unaided.




An admirable plan for unifying and enlarging missionary interest is that of Plymouth church, Milwaukee, where all women who will share in any department of missionary work, are united under one president in one society, with five vicepresidents, each being the president of a section. All sections meet together every week, considering the work of each section in turn.

Now if a "Together Society" can be formed, uniting men as well as women, and interesting all in all departments, the need of our present Missionary Societies will soon be past.




The corner stone of Emerson Hall, the new building for young ladies at Beloit, for which Dr. D. K. Pearsons, of Chicago, has promised $30,000, was laid Nov. 19.

An address was made by Prof. Emerson, and the prayer offered by Rev. E. P. Salmon. The invocation was made by Rev. Dr. Collie, of the first class fifty years ago. Remarks were made by President Eaton and Trustee Hale, with the reading of greeting from Dr. Pearsons.

A refreshing grasp of the true view of things is shown by the young minister who said to another beginner who felt that he could not bring to pass in less than ten years things desired, "You have God and humanity there. What more do you want? You stay there ten years and I will stay here ten years, and see what we can do."

The fatted calf and the golden goose got a little mixed in the following figure of speech used to caution a brother against too severe condemnation of the money-making spirit, viz: "You mustn't kill the calf that lays the golden egg."

Crimsonbeak: "Do you know Puckerton, the cornetist?"

Yeast: "Yes, he lives within gunshot of me." "Well, you must be a frightfully bad shot."Yonkers Statesman.









Civic and Social Department.

The Duty of the Hour.

It must be plain to the careful and unprejudiced student of the Bible that all the principles now promulgated by teachers in sociology concerning the relations of man to man, the duties resting upon all men because of this relationship, are imbeded therein. The Jews were given a code of laws, according to which they were commanded to regulate their conduct, placing as strong emphasis upon the care to be given the weak and helpless, giving to the wealthy and powerful as great responsibility, as is done by the sociologists of our day. They were to have one manner of law for the stranger and for themselves; the property of another, whatever might be its nature, was to be sacred even to the extent that if it were in danger he who discovered the fact must care for it as though

it were his own; a hired servant was not to be op

pressed, and his pay was to be given him regularly; they were not to have divers measures, a great and a small; a hungry man passing the vineyard or field of another had a right to eat from it, but he must not carry away any with him; in cutting the harvest something must be left for the stranger, the fatherless, the widow; usury was not to be taken for money, which is interpreted to mean ordinary interest; the individual must give in for the good of all, even to the loss of his property in case of leprosy in his family; the loss of property in the case of leprosy shows how human welfare was placed above property, a fact we might well note in our own time. It must be evident, therefore,

that he who does not know that some of the ordinary principles to-day set forth with so much vehemence by sociologists and reformers, were taught long centuries ago by faithful servants of the Most High, does not understand the Word.

It will scarcely be necessary to emphasize the fact that Christ taught such tender and intimate relationships between men as even the enthusiast of to-day has not reached. Even the socialism which is called Christian asks for no more than the Master himself commanded and emphasized.

These facts present to the Christian teacher of the day two lines of duty. He must teach the Christian world that Christ taught these principles, and that they were a part of the law given to the people of God in the early dawn of a better age. It cannot be denied that in some of our churches the teaching of new and larger duties toward the poor, the setting forth of the need of a change in the relations between labor and capital, the employed and the employing, is not acceptable. If we have no higher authority for this teaching than that the spirit of the age insists upon it, that the advanced reformers and enthusiasts of the time point to the duty, our teaching will have but little weight. But if we can make it clear to them that these teachings are but a following out of the law as given the Jew, and a development of the truth as spoken by Jesus Christ, we will find ourselves standing upon ground so firm that what we say and ask in the matter will have weight and result.




We are then, as Christian ministers, to emphasize to the Christian world its responsibility in the matter because of the relation of these truths to the teaching of Christ and the letter of the old law. But we have still another duty in the matter. The world outside the church, not knowing what the Old Testament taught as to human relations, and to whom it is rather a book setting forth man's relation to God and priesthood, not knowing what Jesus taught as concerns human rights and duties, ready to follow the loudest voice so long as it promises relief in the hour which no fair

minded man will deny has its sorrows and burdens for them, needs to be enlightened as to this Word and the teachings of the great Master. When men claim that these teachings are new, that they are a revelation of the world in this its most enlightened ion, that they are not from God of old, that the age, that they have nothing to do with any religing the centuries since Christ walked among men, church has not been trying to set them forth durit rests upon the Christian minister to explain how the Master taught these principles in his day, and how the church has done more than any other or

ganization upon the face of the earth to bring them into active application in human affairs.

This, then, is the duty of the hour. Find what' there is of truth in the systems taught to-day even by what may seem to us extremists; find how that corresponds with what was given the Jews in days of old, with what was set forth in the teachings of

Christ. Then be bold to tell the Christian world that it ought to be ashamed not to go as far in human relationships as the old law taught, and still more ashamed not to be ready to follow the teachings of the Master even though calling for sacrifice. Then, too, be bold and loving to tell the world so far divorced from Christ, from the church, that the relationships toward which they are so yearningly looking are but what God through all ages has willed for man, and that it was for this end Christ came into the world. So shall we at least do something to bridge the chasm dividing so large a part of the world's population from the church, something toward leading them to Him in whom alone they shall find their larger life, their eternal welfare. God help us to be true to the duty of this hour, to its marvelous opportunity.




Christ saw that men took life painfully. To some it was a weariness, to others a failure, to many a tragedy, to all a struggle and a pain. How to carry this burden of life had been the whole world's problem. It is still the whole world's problem. And here is Christ's solution: "Carry it as I do. Take life as I take it. Look at it from my point of view. Interpret it upon my principles Take my yoke, and learn of me, and you will find it easy. For my yoke is easy, works easily, sits right upon the shoulders, and therefore my burden is light." . . . Christ's yoke is simply his secret for the alleviation of human life, his prescription for the best and happiest method of living.-Professor Drummond.
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Financial Statement-November.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Clinton, $30.10; Delevan, $24.10; Easton, $2.; Ellington, $1.85; Evansville, $4.25; Ft. Atkinson, $14.61; Gays Mills, $2.25; Hillsboro, $36.57; Kenosha, $177.74; Koshkonong,$3.70; Lafayette,$9.02; Milwaukee, Grand Ave., $5.; Milwaukee, Swedish, $1.75; Neillsville, $6.; Osseo, $.75; Palmyra, $2.; Potosi, $5.; Shiocton, $2.94; South Milwaukee, German, $5.50; Spring Green— Ladies, $5.; Seymour, $9.11; South Milwaukec, $8.; Shullsburg, $1.65; Tracy Valley, $4.38; Viroqua, $7.; Wheaton, $3.50.......

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




.$373.77
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Many of our most consecrated and successful Missionary pastors work in fields that are separated from others, so that it is only at rare intervals that they have the pleasure and uplift of contact with fellow workers. To such there frequently come seasons of discouragement and loneliness. The burdens are heavy; the work is great; the workers are few; results are slow in appearing; some of the people, as in the days of Moses, murmur against the leader; and at such times the man of God, like old Elijah, is tempted to cry out in agony: "I only am left, and they seek my life to take it." It is part of the work of the District Missionaries to go to these isolated workers in fields that are "far apart," and bring to them and to the fields the helpful fellowship of the churches, and the encouragement of sympathetic, appreciative help. The most of October and November has been spent in these "out of the way places," where faithful men, loyal to the call of the Captain of our Salvation, are doing valiant service.

Maine is eleven miles from the R. R. Rev. C. E. Nelson is the devoted pastor. Several days were spent in this field and some harvest gathered from the faithful seed sowing of former days. Here a good work is growing up and large congregations gathered.

Wheaton, Rev. H. R. Vaughn is the brave and faithful minister here. It is a rural field four miles from Eau Claire. Here several days were spent in holding meetings and in visiting. Bro. Vaughn was "up to his ears" in business raising money for a new parsonage, which is to be built soon. One of his good parishioners, not liking to see the effect of the cold prairie winds on his pastor, without consulting him, fitted him out with fur coat and mittens. A suggestion for other parishioners with shivering pastors, who stay not for cold or storm from the work that calls them.

While at Wheaton a visit of investigation was made to Elk Mound, where Bro. Vaughn has begun services, and an urgent open door was seen.

Three Sundays were spent at Shiocton and Ellington, now left pastorless by the acceptance of their acting pastor Mr. A. J. Francis, of a call to the Presbyterian church at Florence. During his short stay with our churches he endeared himself to many. Here is a fine field for a devoted man. At the close of the meetings communion was administered and in the two churches ten were received to membership.

The Lemonweir Convention met with the Pittsville church. Rev. A. A. Martin is pastor here. He has his parsonage enlarging work nearly done, needing only a little more money to complete it.

Oct. 11, the church at Saxeville, Rev. J. A. Rowell, pastor, was recognized by a council, and a beautiful new church edifice dedicated. The growth here is largely due to the earnest work of Bro. Rowell, who has shown himself an efficient leader. The dedication was followed by a series of meetings which resulted




in several conversions, and a general quickening of the church. This field is 15 miles from the R. R.

Thanksgiving was spent at home. Your Missionary had much to be thankful for. First for the new boy, who, accord. ing to a great Prophet (see Nov. Church Life) is "destined to be a District Missionary," who was on that day four weeks old and he and his mother well; second. that one member of his household Miss Smith, came out of a R. R. grade crossing accident, where she was struck by a passenger train, with no worse damage than a smashed phaeton.

At the present writing, at Friendship, county seat of Adams Co., twenty miles from the R. R., Pastor J. A. Thomas, assisted by myself, is holding a series of meetings. With much courage, and braving many hardships Brother Thomas is covering a large field, involving long rides to reach stations 15 miles in one direction and ten in another.

Thus the work of winning our Wisconsin for Christ, goes steadily forward, and our Missionaries at the front are the heroes in the struggle. Let not the churches desert them, nor be deaf to the call of the Master. The open doors are many: let us enter them. It will take consecration of men, time and money. Are we not saved for service? Then let us never until our state is won,




"Pillowed on a pleasure,

Sleep with the wings of aspiration furled."




Lemonweir Convention.

The Lemonweir Convention convened for its fall session with the Pittsville church, the 3rd and 4th inst. Rev. A. L. McClelland, of Nekoosa, was chosen moderator, and Rev. F. S. Wheeler, of Grand Rapids, scribe

The attendance was hardly what it should have been, many pastors not being present, and many churches not sending delegates. Since the bond that unites our churches is only a voluntary one, it is to be lamented that pastors and churches do not improve the opportunities to make this bond, nevertheless, real and strong. Much credit is due the program committee for their tireless efforts, and many thanks, too, to our visitors who so kindly took the places of absent ones. We hope our brethren who staid away had good excuses, but it strikes us as rather a remarkable coincidence that sickness, the rush of home duties, or general indisposition should have afflicted so many of our brethren simultaneously. Charity, however, bids us say that small salaries, and poor traveling accommodations, will doubtless cover some of these seeming sins of omission.

A kind Providence, and the Christ-like spirit of helpfulness, in the hearts of some brethren who favored us with their presence, saved the program and made the convention very helpful to those who were there to be helped. Those who heard Secretary Hitchcock, Wednesday evening, will not soon forget his presentation of foreign missions; nor will we forget the brief sketch of a home missionary's work, by Rev. John Willan, who was prevailed upon to tell us of his interesting career as a missionary laborer in fields as widely separated as Wisconsin and Alaska. Secretary Carter and Field Missionary Dexter brought their good cheer, and we hope left with us some of their interest in the larger field. Rev. Frank B. Doe, financial agent for Ripon College, was very helpful, and in the convention sermon brought to us the inspiration of the simple gospel of Jesus. C. A. BOUGHTON.




Resolution of Sympathy.

PASSED BY THE WISCONSIN SUNDAY REST DAY CONVENTION AT WAUKESHA.

Resolved by the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association, that we send the following message to the American Federation of Labor, and all other labor unions and leaders of such unions, who have appealed to the Christian people of America for their assistance in setting them free from bondage to Sunday toil: This Association, representing seventeen denominations of the Christian people of Wisconsin, regards with genuine sympathy the efforts of your organization in opposition to Sunday labor. We respond most heartily to your appeal for our cooperation; and pledge ourselves to do all in our power to arouse public sentiment in favor of doing away with all unnecessary labor on the first day of the week, known to all Christians as the Lord's day, or Sunday. Let us know where and how we can help you.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- is now to be the special care of the C. E. Societies. Dr. Wood
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hull has just sailed for Foo-chow, and in January the way will be open for Rev. and Dr. Goddard to go to Ing-hok. Of course a larger sum will be needed. The medical work for the year and the building of a hos; ital will cost about one thousand dollars. What a grand thing if our brave Endeavorers could carry the the whole. Fifty-four societies last year raised over five hundred dollars, almost entirely in small sums. There are over one hundred and seventy in the Congregational churches of Wisconsin. What may they not do if dead in earnest? Waupun has already doubled her offering. Springvale sends its first gift and promises more. Another writes: "You will soon see that we do care for the souls of our brothers and sisters in far off lands."

Send for fresh letters from your missionary and don't neglect to send them on promptly. Dear Endeavorers will you not all strive for the highest and best, and let it be the "love of Christ which constraineth."
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James Russell Lowell On Religion.

In Christian Thought, James Russell Lowell expresses this vigorous opinion:

The worst kind of religion is no religion at all, and men liv. ing in ease and luxury, indulging themselves in 'the amusement of going without religion.' may be thankful that they live in lands where the Gospel they neglect has tamed the beastliness and ferocity of the men who, but for Christianity, might long ago have eaten their carcasses like the South Sea Islanders, or cut off their heads and tanned their hides like the monsters of the French Revolution. When the microscopic search of skepticism, which has hunted the heavens and sounded the seas to disprove the existence of a Creator, has turned its attention to human society, and has found a place on this planet ten miles square where a decent man can live in comfort and security, supporting and educating his children unspoiled and unpolluted; a place where age is reverenced, infancy loved, manhood respected, womanhood honored, and human life held in due regard; when skeptics can find such a place ten miles square on this globe, where the Gospel of Christ has not gone and cleared the way and laid the foundation and made decency and security possible, it will then be in order for the skeptical to move thither and there ventilate their views. But so long as these men are dependent upon the religion which they discard for every privilege they enjoy, they may well hesitate before they seek to rob the Christian of his hope, and humanity of its faith in that Saviour who alone has given to man that hope of life eternal which makes life tolerable and society possible, and robs death




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. of its terrors and the grave of its gloom."-From the Church
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  Vice-Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; Mrs. R. C. 
DENISON, Janesville. 
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Wisconsin's share of the deficit $350! Let it be raised before January 1. Are there not funds stored safely awav in some local "strong box" which, sent at once to the Treasurer, would wipe out this debt and leave us free to do the larger work which is ours for the coming year? Quickly, cheerfully, heartily let this $350 be raised by extra free will offerings, praying always.




YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK.




That for the Young Women's Societies will probably be about the same as last year. We often wonder why more young women do not band themselves into societies (or clubs) and unite in the support of one of their representatives, Miss Porter, for instance, or Miss Wyckoff. The way is open. Let the "well done" of last year be a "better done" this, and pray and work for an enlarged circle of helpers. Meantime a little extra for that troublesome debt would be most gladly received by the treasurer, and remember this office is no longer at Whitewater, but in Beloit at 924 Church St., Mrs. A. T. Stacy.




At the Congregational Rally during the Y. P. S. C. E. Convention at Appleton, the leader, Rev.S. T. Kidder, presented most vividly the work of our six benevolences and their relation to the home church in the form of a beautifully illuminated cross, an object lesson not to be misunderstood. To a representative of the Branch, at the same Rally, was granted the privilege of presenting the claims of the C. E. Missionary Dr. Goddard and the new work at Ing-hok. We are happy to state that this work




Union.




The Unnoticed Bound.




CONTRIBUTED.




When passing southward I may cross the line 
  Between the Arctic and Atlantic oceans, 


I may not tell by any test of mine,

By any startling signs or strange commotions 
    Across my track. 


But if the days grow sweeter one by one, 
  And even the icebergs melt their hardened faces, 
And sailors linger basking in the sun, 


I know I must have made the change of places 
   Some distance back. 


When answering timidly the master's call, 
  I passed the bourne of life in coming to Him; 
When in my love for Him I gave up all, 
 The very moment that I thought I knew Him, 
      I cannot tell. 


But as unceasingly I feel His love,

As this cold heart is melted to o'erflowingAs now so dear the light comes from above I wonder at the change and move on knowing That all is well.




Some Very Bad Boys.




Teacher: What shall I do mit Charlie? Me and my man can't nothing make of him. When we want to lick der little imp he gets the bed far under, where we can't reach for him. and must put a hook on der bedroom door to hold him for his licking. Please soak him in school schust as often as you got time. MRS. SNEDIvelt. Teacher: If Louis is bad please lick him till his eyes are blue. he is very stubborn. he has a great deal of the mule in him. he takes after his father. MRS. P.









Life in Our Churches. Bloomington,-Rev. F. W. Schoenfelt, pastor,-has thoroughly repaired and adorned its house of worship, also adding a vestibule in front with an open belfry which increases its inviting appearance. Rev.T. J. Brown, of Lancaster, preached the sermon at the reopening service, and led in the raising of about $100 to pay last bills. The pastor and his brother did much personal work upon the building, thus greatly reducing the expense of the enterprise. This pastor is doing much to solve the problem of caring for points in the region, unable to support a pastor by themselves. With his younger brother's assistance he cares for six points, viz: Bloomington, Blake's Prairie, North Andover, Glen Haven, Wyalusing and Prairie du Chien.

Camp Creek is supplied by Mr. Marvin Wood, who also preaches at Bear Creek and Otter Creek, as well as occasionally at other points.

Clinton,-Rev. William Moore, pastor. Mr. C. N. Hunt, of Minneapolis, well known as the 'Lawyer-Evangelist," has recently held three weeks union meetings with excellent success. The different churches have been brought into closer touch with cach other than ever before, and all will receive direct gains from the meetings. At last communion we received twelve new members, eleven of them being on confession of faith. All the departments of the church are in a strong vigorous condition, and the best of spirit prevails.

Elkhorn,-Rev. Geo. C. Lochridge, pastor. This church held, on Nov. 18, its annual Thank-offering meeting, giving a dinner in connection with it. About $75 was realized at this meeting for home and foreign missions. The outlook for the work here in all departments is encouraging. In material improvements we note the recent repainting of the outside of the church building. Also the connection of the kitchen with the city waterworks.

Elroy,-Rey. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. The new order of morning worship, presented in the Provoker of Nov. 13, is a good one. It includes opening responses, doxology, the Lord's prayer, the Mosaic benediction, a responsive lesson, the Apostles' Creed and the Gloria Minor. Rev. Thomas Barker, of Hillsboro, exchanged with Pastor Ellis Nov. 14. Union Thanksgiving services at the M. E. church, the Baptist pastor preaching. The Dorcas society are preparing for an annual fair and supper, for organ and hymn book fund. The occasional division of the young people's meeting into separate young men's and young women's meetings is found helpful. Nov. 20 was a sad day in Elroy, funerals of three prominent people occurring at three of the churches. Evangelistic meetings are anticipated, under Evangelist Hills.

Fort Atkinson. Secretary Carter supplied Nov. 7. conducting the communion service, and receiving into membership one whom Bro. Rose planned to receive at the communion service which would have come regularly the day after his departure for the heavenly home. Among his papers was found the written watchword and note of greeting prepared for the occasion, and which were presented as "a message from the heavens."

Kinnickinnic,-Rev. Wm. Gill, pastor,-has purchased and repaired a church building at a cost of $600. Pastor Gill lives at River Falls and supplies the field at a nominal salary to enable the work to be carried without outside aid.

Maine and Navarino.-Rev. Chas. E. Nelson, pastor,-are greatly encouraged by the manifest interest and growth spiritually. Several have united with the church and others will soon follow. A lot has been purchased at Navarino, on which it is proposed to put up a church building.

Madison,-Rev. E. G. Updike, D. D., pastor. Mrs. C. K. Adams delighted a good audience at this church recently with an address on "The Women of Shakespeare." Dr. Updike is giving a Sunday morning sermon series on "The Moral and Religious Value of the Old Testament." Dr. C. M. Hubbard of the Cincinnati Associated Charities, spoke on a recent Sunday morning on "Charity in its Methods." Mrs. Ballington Booth poke Dec. 1, in the lecture course, on "The Future of the Discharged Convict." Thanksgiving Day Pastor Updike preached at a Union service in the Presbyterian church. A free kindergarten is maintained in the church supervised, by Misses Wiley and Moore.

Manning, Vernon County,-Mr. J. T. Ellis, pastor, recieved five additions to its membership Oct. 31. The Thanksgiving service was held here also.

Maple Ridge, Crawford County,-Mr. A. W. Cook, pastor, -held, Nov. 30., an interesting service as the first in its partially completed meeting house. By vote of his three churches, Steuben, Harris Ridge and the above named church, a council was called to take such steps as it judged best towards fitting the brother for the performance of his duties as pastor of these churches. Rev. W. J. C. Bond was moderator, and Mr. W. W. Wheeler scribe of the council. The council voted to license the brother, with authority to administer the ordinances, the license to be in force till the spring meeting of the Madison Convention, to which these churches belong; at which meeting, it was recommended that Brother Cook apply to the Convention for such further action as the circumstances may justify. District Missionary Cheney led in a prayer of consecration.




The council bore emphatic testimony to Bro. Cook's special, natural and spiritual fitness for Christian service, and to his marked success in unifying and strengthening this work of the lower Kickapoo Valley, in leading the people forward spiritually, and in rallying the forces from discouragement to speed y success in building a needed house of worship. Ask your pas tor, or Registrar H. A. Miner of Madison, for a copy of the new "Minutes," and examine the picture therein of the "Token Church," which has been substantially duplicated at Maple Ridge and Irvington.

Milwaukee Swedish,-Rev. Isak Hoyem, pastor,-is greatly stimulated by its new, bright and commodious place of worship, instead of the old quarters over a saloon. The young pastor, a graduate of the last class of Chicago Seminary, was ordained Nov. 13 by advice of a council, of which Secretary H. W. Carter was moderator, and Mr. A. S. Webster scribe. Sermon by Prof. F Risberg of our Chicago Seminary. Prayer by Rev. M. J. Eggan, of Moline, Ill. Right Hand and Charge by Rev. Judson Titsworth. Addresses by Secretary Carter. The interest of the occasion was increased by special music by Mr. Eggan and the choir of the church, as well as by a collection at the courch for the council and other visitors. Prof. Risberg and Mr. Eggan remained to assist in the Sabbath services.

Necedah.-Rev. C. A. Boughton, pastor. The Necedah church seems to be enjoying a period of renewed courage and hopefulness, which we trust will continue. Our very busy Ladies' Aid Society has been paving our small debts and shipshaping things up generally about the church. A quartette choir is adding considerably to the attractiveness of our services. Soon, too we expect to be enjoying some new chandeliers and electire lights.

Oconomowoc.-Rev. J. W. Helmuth, pastor, supplies on alternate Sabbath afternoons Ixonia and Dousman.

Palmyra.-Rev.O.M.VanSwearingen, pastor,-celebrated its fiftieth anniversary Dec. 7. A full report may be expected next month.

Potosi.-Rev. A. Breeze, pastor, writes: 'We have clear evidence that the Lord is with us in this field of labor." There is great improvement in the attendance at the house of God, and a spiritual awakening is taking place. The Word of Life is having free course and being glorified. Two united with the church at the last communion service. Church work in every branch is in a healthy condition.

Racine,-Rev. J. H. McLaren, pastor,-has one of the most thoroughly organized Sabbath schools in the state. The grading and organization have recently been further improved.

Royalton.-Pastor, Rev. Jos. Herbert. His larder, his cellar, his granary, and his purse were kindly remembered by Pastor Herbert's people lately. A parsonage is much needed and is being planned for now that potatoes are bringing a better price.

Saxeville, Waushara County,-Rev. J. A. Rowell, of Pine River, pastor,-upon Wednesday, Nov. 11, had a red-letter day. Three sessions, largely attended, were held, with dinner and supper served between in the town hall. The church, formerly a branch of the Pine River church, and separately organized a year ago, was recognized and received into Congregational fellowship. The fine new meeting house was dedicated, and special meetings were begun to be continued by District Missionary Dexter. The moderator of the council was Rev. F. B. Doe, the scribe was Mr. F. B. Pierce. The Right Hand of Fellowship was extended by Secretary H. W. Carter. The Prayer of Dedication was made by Rev. F. N. Dexter. Sermons were preached by Revs. F. B. Doe and F. N. Dexter. Addresses were given by Secretary Carter, Mr. G. V. Clark, Dea. Christianson of the First Danish-American Baptist church of the place, and by the moderator. The crowded house manifested a warm spiritual interest throughout. $110 was contributed towards the deficit of $250, largely volunteered between sessions, and mostly paid. There is an opportunity for some one to encourage this growing young church by the gift of a bell for the church tower awaiting it. The school house bell still in use for school purposes, is one formerly used on a plantation owned by Jefferson Davis, taken as a "contraband of war" in 1862 by members of an Indiana regiment, and captured from them by Captain Saxe's men of Company A, of the 16th Wisconsin regiment, packed in a barrel of "hardtack" and taken to Saxeville by soldiers on furlough.

Tomah. Rev. E. L. Morse, pastor, edits a "Congregational Corner" in a local journal. An "English Bible" series of Sunday evening services is being given by the pastor, a recent topic being John Wyclif"-to an eager and large audience. The annual Sunday school Mission rally was addressed by Field-worker Edmunds of Beaver Dam, and the school took part in songs, recitations and offerings for the state work. The Y. P. Christian Union of Tomah, lately gave a reception to out-oftown pupils of the High and Grammer schools. Addresses, songs and light refreshments were the order of the evening, and nearly all those invited were present. The Whitman anniversary was appropriately observed Nov. 28. The Union Thanksgiving service was held at the Congregational church, Rev. C. E. Butters preaching, and the service was greatly stimulated by enlarged audience and offerings, through an invitatio:: card circulated by representatives of the participating churches.Several ideas worth remembering.-Ed.









Some New Books.




I. PRACTICAL IDEALISM, By William De Witt Hyde, President of Boudoin College, author of "Outlines of Social Theology," etc.-New York, The Macmillan Company, 66, 5th Ave., 1897. pp. 335, with index; plain cloth, price $1.50.

President Hyde accomplishes, with the skill of clearly wrought English, and great beauty and breadth of illustration, just what he undertakes-"to try to tell once more, in simple terms, how Thought constructs the natural world in which we dwell, and how Love is striving to create a Spiritual World that shall be as fair as the face of nature and as free as the will of man; and to point out plainly the things that are best worth seeing along the great highway, surveyed by Plato and Aristotle, and reopened by Kant and Hegel, which leads from the mist-enshrouded vale of sense up to the sunlit heights where the pure in heart stand face to face with God."

The book grew out of lecture-courses at the Summer school in Colorado Springs, at Chicago university and at the Chautauqua assembly. Its beauty is that it reduces abstract philosophy to concrete and practical terms, readily understood and followed with a sense of delight and fascination, as he "interprets the spiritual significance of every day life."

The first part is devoted to The Natural World-"There are no worlds" he says, "ready made for sale or to let. Each man must build his own." "Every man must have a philosophy, just as he must wear a coat." "We live by faith in a world ordr."-And so the world of Sense-perception, of Association, of Science and of Art are treated in deeply interesting chapters. The second part takes up The Spiritual World, of Persons, of Institucions, of Morality and Religion. It is a book thoroughly readable and helpful.

II. CHALK LINES OVER MORALS, By Rev. Charles Caverno. A. M., L. L. D., author of “A Narrow Ax in Biblical Criticism,' not long since reviewed in these pages.-Chicago, Chas. H. Kerr and Co., 1898. Plain cloth, pp. 313. Price $1.00.
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Many older pastors of Chicago and vicinity will recall with pleasure Dr. Caverno's venture, at the request of friends, in a 'Hershey Hall course of lectures on Morals," in 1882; and will be equally pleased to see them in print after having been, as the author says "on the scaffold, seasoning," since that date.

Mr. Caverno is always original, terse and vigorous in his style, here witty, there eloquent, and always to the point. Wide reading, though ful study of books and men and things, and a fresh world of illustration, make these pages, which, like the volume above, bring a strong deep Philosophy and Theology equally strong and sound into terms of common life and experience. He admits using the word morals as "equivalent to right adjustments, or adjustments of right between man and all beings and things," so that upon the general theme Morals, he discusses God, The Bible, Christ, The Holy Spirit, Moral Discernment, Immortality, Miracle. Spiritism, Politics and Law, Divorce, Capital and Labor. The book answers many a thoughtful question in a satisfactory common sense way. It is crisp and healthful throughout, and makes one more confident in God and man. It is a volume of essays one will wish to read more than once.




OTHER BOOKS RECEIVED for review-"Common Sense Christianity," by the late Rev. Alonzo H. Quint, D. D., Boston, Pilgrim Press.--Also, by the same Publishing House, "A Bunker' Hill Failure," by Anna F. Burnham.




PAMPHLETS.




The Pilgrim Teacher,-Anniversary Number, Dec., 1897. The Sunday School helps of our Congregational Publishing Society are no where surpassed in ability, clearness, catholicity and effectiveness. This beautiful souvenir gives many heartfelt testimonials to their excellence-many from persons outside Congregational churches. There is, in fact, nothing better for Sunday school teachers, in every line. The new Wellspring, also, now enlarged in size and issued weekly, is the best Sunday school paper, and cheapest, for its merit, that we know. Schools contemplating new year supplies should send for specimens of all these helps. This December Teacher has a beautiful Christmas exercise by Mrs. Louise Ordway Tead.

A Suggestive List of Books is issued for holiday choice by the Fleming H. Revell Co., Chicago, New York and Toronto, which contains many most attractive announcements, along lines of social and religious progress, missionary effort and Christian living. The latest works of Drs. B. F. Meyer and Andrew Murray, so enriching to Christian life, are offered by this House, which has just closed twenty-five years of laudable effort to publish and extend the very best of all religious and current literature, and Sunday school and church requisites. Their efforts in this direction have met with deserved success and enlargement.

A Handbook on The Annexation of Hawaii, by Lorrin A. Thurston, with charts and maps and the texts of previous treaties of annexation and reciprocity proposed, with that at present under discussion. The facts one wants to know about it are compactly given, supposed objections are carefully answered, opinions of leading statesmen addressed, and an admirably condensed array of interesting facts and statistics relative to these much discussed islands of the sea, are given in this little brochure.




Free Traveling Libraries in Wisconsin; issued by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, of which Pres. C. K. Adams is president and Mr. Frank A. Hutchens the indefatigable and enthusiastic secretary. The book is profusely illustrated, and tells the delightful story of the beginnings, progress and marked success of the Free Traveling Library movement aided so generously by Senator Stout, of Menominee, and Mr. J. D. Witter, of Grand Rapids. Papers by Misses Stearns and Tanner are appended, on "Children's Home Libraries," "Railroad Traveling Libraries," and "Traveling Pictures in Portage County." Reports of the Twenty-Second Annual Meeting of the Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I., at Ripon, Sept. 24, 1897. This neat little annual gives full statistical and secretarial reports of this far-reaching and noble work of women for women in foreign lands, during the past year. Miss Anna B. Sewell, Stoughton can furnish all who desire copies, on application.




EXCHANGE GOSSIP.




In the November BIBLICAL WORLD, Prof. Sylvester Burnham, D. D., writes on "Jesus as a Prophet." Rev. George E. Merrill, D. D., contributes a finely illustrated sketch on "The Hilltops of Palestine." Another important article is "The Speculative Value of Comparative Religion," by Merwin Marie Snell. The "Inductive Studies in the Acts" are concluded. This is the best magazine published for Bible students that we know.




THE SHORE SPRITE, (Chicago), an illustrated new literary venture, just added to our exchange list, is a social monthly edited by one of Chicago's rising young authors, (and, if we mistake not, artists) Mr. John Bemer Crosby. He contributes an interesting continued story.




PUBLIC LIBRARIES, for November, fully illustrates and describes the magnificent new Chicago Public Library. The December issue is also a fine one.




THE AMERICAN MESSENGER is a standard religious family monthly of excellent character and attractive contents. Its premium list is well worth notice. It is a helpful and welcome visitor in many a home. Twenty-five cents a year.




The December Magazine Number of THE OUTLOOK will be its annual Book Number. The Outlook was, it is believed, the first of the weekly papers to form the custom of printing each year a special number fully illustrated and containing not only descriptions and reviews of the important holiday books, but also literary articles of special interest at this season. This year a group of articles on Artistic Book-Making will form a prominent feature of the number. Mr. Theodore DeVinne, the head of the famous firm of artistic printers, Mr. George Wharton Edwards, the artist, and Mr. E. D. North, the well known bibliophile and expert in books. will contribute to this series, and the illustrations will be of a high order. Other features will make this number, it is believed, more attractive than any of its many predecessors put forth by The Outlook Company. ($3 a year. The Outlook Company, 13 Astor Place, New York.)




There is but one opinion. THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL is the Queen of American Domestic Journals. Its art and literature are of the finest, and it is a joy to look at and to read. The story of the First Thanksgiving Dinner, and the thrilling rehearsal of the missionary romance of Dr. Whitman, and his heroic, marvelous ride from Walla Walla to Washington to save Oregon to the Union-both superbly illustrated, helped make the Novem' er issue a blessing. The Christmas number will tell the tale of a Christmas in the household of the Emperor William of Germany, written by an attache of the court, Mr. Nagel von Brawe, with pictures "made on the spot," also Christmas stories by Mary E. Wilkins, Ruth McEnery Stuart, Hamlin Garland. Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney, Mrs. Mark Morrison and Lilian Bell.

Mark Twain's new humorous story, which he is now writing in Vienna, is to go to The Ladies' Home Journal, which magazine has also secured F. Marion Crawford's new story, which is a tale of the unreal, with the strikingly uncanny title of The Dead Smile."




The December HOMILETIC REVIEW-Funk and Wagnalls' Co., New York-completes vol. xxxiv of that pastor's vade mecum During the past year The Review has contained contributions from a very large number of the ablest thinkers and writers in the various denominations in America and Europe. The pres ent number does not fall behind any of the preceding numbers in the force, breadth, and imeliness of its presentations and discussions.

The Review Section opens with an article by Dean F. W. Farrar, of Canterbury, England, on "How Best to Direct the Laity in Good Works." The presentation is a very rich and suggestive one. Rev. Dr. Samuel W. Dike, Secretary of the American League for Divorce Reform, follows with an article on "The Home Department of the Sunday school."









What Does it Signify?




"Going to church don't make a saint of a man, nor will neglecting church damn him." Very possibly not, neither will attending church damn you, nor staying away from church make a saint of you.

But, soberly, if you are in the habit of neglecting church attendance while you could easily attend, it does signify something, more perhaps than you have thought.

You have a soul to save, an immortal destiny to determine. This personal life of yours you are neglecting as if it were of no value. Worship with God's people would give your poor soul a chance, would afford many an inspiration. Along with your neglect of church goes an increasing neglect of that spiritual life. Poor man! Why are there some things you do not like to think about?"

Neglecting the church you practically say to unbelievers, to the profligate, to the rascally, to those who mock at faith and virtue and Christ. "You are all right. We agree with you substantially." You did not intend to be so understood did you?

Neglecting the church you say to your children "I don't take much stock in this religious nonsense. It will do all right for your mother but-" Don't they do a lit.le thinking?

Ignoring the church services you give the minister to understand that in your opinion, while he may be a very good fellow, he is wasting his breath. He has nothing to say that interests you, a practical rational man! And yet he imagines that he has an urgent message worthy your profoundest consideration. However he does not want you to come one step out of mere consideration for his feelings. If he seems to you to talk foolishness and words, you do right in keeping out of his reach.

Ignoring the church services the Christian worshiper may easily imagine you looking on and thinking within yourself, "What nonsense! What humbuggery! Soft at the center! Wheels in the head!" Of course you don't think any such thing, but how does your course really appear when you have no time for such yourself?

And what is your practical attitude toward your Creator, who has given you one day in seven for his honor and for your soul's release? Do you not seem to reply to him, "If you have anything in particular to say to me, come and say it. I'm not rnnning after you."

We hope you have read these blunt words. We hope they may provoke you--to thought and a reform. We know that you would not for a great deal have your careless habit of neglect of church attendance interpreted in any such way. You have for a long time intended to do better. Possibly these reflections may help to crystalize tha purpose into action, as a jar will sometimes set the chemist's colorless fluid to rapid crystallization.-Plymouth Provoker.




"Reaching the Masses.

AT THE FLAMBEAU RESERVATION.

How to bring the gospel to the masses, how to reach those who come not to our churches, and public services, has long been a mighty question in the minds of earnest christians, and never more so than now. Missionary S. N. Millard has adopted one way of doing this in his work on the Indian Reservation of Lac du Flambeau, northern Wisconsin, which it may be of use to other workers similarly situated, to try. His work is with th white people connected with the mills of the Lac du Flambeau Lumber Company: laborers and other employes, and their families. He boards and rooms in the boarding house of the company where 70 men take their meals. Just before the breakfast, six o'clock in the morning, when the men are gathered in the large room adjoining the dining room, waiting the sound of the breakfast bell, he goes in holding in his hand a piacard on which he has written a passage of scripture, and which he reads aloud in the hearing of all, preceded or followed, or both, with some word of explanation or commendation. One placard this week contained the words "come unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Another "let the wicked forsake his way, let him return unto the Lord and He will have mercy upon him," another "whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely."

The scripture passages are written on paste-board, in large letters, with a carpenter's blue lead pencil, and the placard, after being read aloud by the missionary, is posted in the room, se that all can read it during the day.-A Worker in the North.




Milwaukee District Convention.

A VERY PLEASANT EVENT.




It was held on Nov. 8 and 9, with the Congregational church of Wauwatosa.

The church and people received the pastors and delegates with a warm cordiality. Most all of the pastors of the convention were present. Some of the pastors formerly seen had moved away and new ones had taken their places. After the organization a devotional service was led by Rev. J. H. Mc Laren, of Racine. He quoted a chapter of the Bible from memory.




In the evening Rev. G. C. Weiss, of Watertown, led a song and prayer service. Earnest song and prayer was the prevailing idea. Rev. J. B. Davison preached the convention service, on "Whence Knowest Thou Me." God knows us and we want to know Him, and also our fellows. Diyine love will actuate us to do the most wise things to win others to Christ. He was among us, adapted his work and won us. We want to know others in order to reach them. The mission of the church is to save; though there are varied classes. The church Lust love and know both parties in order to mediate properly.

On Tuesday morning Rev. J. L. Cory led the devotional service. J. W. Helmuth presented the subject "How may the Active Cooperation of All the Members be Secured?" God's great purpose in saving the world is secured by the use of agents and agencies. We are to cooperate with God and each other. The church is to be light and salt in world signifying aggressive qualities, so all need to work and be wise in activity. Too many are actively engaged in avoiding the yoke of service and spending their time and energy in useless tasks. You cannot secure the cooperation of all by selfish appeals, social advantage, scolding, disinterestedness of the pastor, or by keeping isolated from them, even though they are of less intelligence, wealth or social standing; not by treating the poorer with less friendship, or turning from them; not by being disinterested in their struggles nor by absenting ourselves from their homes, leaving the impression that we affiliate with but few.

How to secure such cooperation: Survey the entire field, know each person, study their adaptation and place them to their best advantage. Direct and encourage every effort and give direction to all the forces in the field. Use those riding wheels to do errands. Appoint persons on committees to which they are adapted, social, literature, visitation etc., show them opportunities and the value of loyalty. Every talent is to be used, and success attained.

Know how the work is going in the entire field. Have your own plans well defined and confer with the officials.

Have the minds of all centered on high ideals to be secured with the cooperation of each one, honor God in advancing his kingdom.

Pray with all if possible, and foster a mutual dependence on each other.

All the employes must catch the spirit of the firm to cooperate, so every member needs to receive the Spirit of Christ.

All must understand the object of the firm. Every department works according to plan, sent from headquarters, and do thorough work.

The reputation and success of the firm depends on the faithful cooperation of each member.

Rev. Jukson Tits worth presented the subject "How Varied Shall Its Organization Be" under the general theme, The Church and Its Home Work.

The tendency is to worship organization which is to vary as cireumstances require, and have it meet every need

An organization is not the church, we should not be afraid of it. The church is to be led by the Holy Spirit and not deviate from the true way.

The church must meet the needs of to-day, must have organs to supply all kinds of work. The unity of the church must not be destroyed by organizations which become dangerous, when independent of it. There ought not to be any organization not amenable to the church, and subordinate to it.

Secretary H. Carter gave a description of the work being done in the state, the opportunities and needs, and urged greater activity in all departments of church work.

Prof. A. W. Burr spoke on Rochester Academy, in its commendable condition and equipment was aiming to do effective work in this part of the state. He urged that ministers come in touch with the boys and direct the youths to good schools and noble lives. Each person in this convention is to do all he can for Rochester Academy. Rev. J. Titsworth also made a strong appeal for the academy.

On the theme "The Bible," Rev. J. O. Buswell took the subject "How Shall We Get the Greatest Good from Devotional Study of the Bible." By studying prayerfully, seeking light of Holy Spirit, study by topic, by book, and obey it.

Rev. J. T. Chynoweth presented "The Word Under the Spirit's Light." The word yields its wonderous treasure to diligent search under the light of the Holy Spirit.

During the Woman's Hour Miss Bird, a returned missionary, told us many things about the great work attempted.

Then Mrs. Mary Bryner, of Chicago, gave an interesting account of Sunday School work in some parts of the country. What hard times many of these workers see and yet what a good work is done.

On Tuesday evening Rev. G. S. Brett, of Waukesha, presented the subject "The Church and Young Men." He presented many causes why so many young men are not in the church. So much indifference, worldliness and lack of faith in the members, and so little interest in young men. A paper on the same subject was presented by Rev. B. J. Shaw, of Hartland. No church is complete without men and one reason for their lack is this materialistic age, where they develope and value the material more. The decay of religious faith and the establishment of new principles of philosophy. By restoring faith, power will exist in the churches and religion be more inviting than any other thing. J. W. HELMUTH.









Northwest Wisconsin Convention.

The Fall meeting of the Northwest Wisconsin Convention of Congregational churches met with the Second church of Eau Ciaire, Nov. 15-17.

The opening sermon was delivered Monday evening by Rev. J. A. Eakin, from the text "For by grace are we saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God." Eph. 2:8. The sessions on Tuesday were introduced by a devotional service and conducted by Mr. Van Hovenberg, one of the pioneers of this district. A business session followed, Rev. A. D. Adams having been elected moderator and Rev. Edwin Booth, Jr., scribe. Rev. D. R. Anderson, the efficient pastor of the entertaining church, was received by letter from the Milwaukee Convention.

Rev's. W. H. Short, of Spring Valley, and Edwin Booth, Jr., of Clear Lake, were received upon Credentials of Ordination; and later Rev's. H. Obenhause, of Prescott, and J. E. Evans, of Osseo, joined by letter. It is a pleasure to welcome new recruits to our work.

"The Relations of the Individual to the Church," was the topic of the morning. The subject was opened by Rev. A. D. Adams in a very suggestive address, which was followed by many and helpful remarks from the floor.

The principal features of the afternoon session on Tuesday were two addresses; one on the "Prayer Meeting" by Rev. J. W. White and one on "The Pew as Viewed from the Pulpit" by Rev. F. B. Doe. Both topics called forth very hearty discussion. The session closed with a Free Forum on the ever critical question "Is it Wise to Employ Evangelists," which resulted in the appointing of a "Committee of Information," on that subject, to report at the next meeting.

After a princely repast in the parlors of the church the day's program was completed by the sermon of the evening on the subject "A Definite Gospel. the Greatest Need of the Age." Rev. J. W. White, by this sermon, struck a key-note of a higher pitch in church efficiency.

Wednesday morning the pew was allowed to "talk back" to the pulpit, which it did with great zeal, being led by Mr. H. C. Van Hovenberg. The criticism was gratifying in that it called not for greater liberalness to conform to the world, too much the spirit of the age, but for higher standards and more pronounced utterance against the evils of the day. Supt. F. M. Corbsley occupied the the remainder of the morning on "Sunday School Purpose and Results of Home to Home Canvass." The afternoon session consisted in a "Ladies Missionary Hour," conducted by Mrs. A. D. Adams, the newly elected District Secretary of the Wisconsin Branch W. B. M. I. "Wisconsin Home Missions,"presented by Supt. H. W. Carter; "The Y. P. S. C. E., by Rev. J. Parsons.

The strong sermon in the evening by Rev. C. H. McIntosh, presenting the heart centre of our practical gospel, as illustrated in the parable of the Good Samaritan, was a fitting close to the feast of good things.

But the feast was not yet past, the morning inspiration was yet to come as one after another of the Fathers of the convention, Rev. F. B. Doe, Rev. E. C. Kidder, Mr. Van Hovenberg and others, recounted their pioneer experiences in the early days of the Wisconsin work. They infused our hearts with a new zeal as they said "you are to do more than we did, you stand on our shoulders."

Shall we rise to our opportunities as nobly as did they? God grant that we may. EDWIN BOOTH, JR., Scribe.




The Convention at Wauwatosa.

Tell you the story of Convention 
At Wauwatosa; make just mention 
Of that fair city's Holmes and homes 
Bestowing sweets like honeycombs; 
Of pastor's noisy, pastor's silent, 
And all attentive ones with eye bent 
To catch each speaker's form and face 
And hear each word of truth and grace? 
Hear then the tale of speech and dinner, 
And next forgive this rhyming sinner. 


Wherever Meyers has his say 
The church is in a thriving way; 
And Wauwatosa's congregation 
Could pass a high examination 
In art of hospitality 


And all those things from A to Z 
That please the delegate and pastor. 
Ah, don't our hearts beat somewhat faster 
At thought of friends, both old and new; 
And, best of all, sincere and true? 


Programmes are prose, and I'll not try 
By twisting words and names awry 
To make our's over into verse 


For what was good I might make worse. 
One thing to paraphrase I'll dare 
Yet try to be both clear and fair: 


How from twelve eggs twelve chicks to get?* 
A thing that few've accomplished yet. 





 Of Rochester we like to hear 
And all it stands for; make it clear 
That woeful lack is in most schools. 
Obedience to the yoice of fools 
Has banished thence that potent word 
The mightiest conscience ever heard, 
The story of the Christ who came 
To save men from their sin and shame. 
Let not our schools be deepening mines 
Even of gold; amid the vines 


Let children grow, and let them see 
The fruit that hangs on life's fair tree. 


When Satan, pointing to a stone. 
Tempted our Lord, "By bread alone 
Man can not live," the Master said; 
And yet the multitude he fed, 


For man must eat. Here host and guest 
Together feasted on the best. 
And over all, and looking down 
(Who ever saw that face in frown.?) 
Good Father Clapp's benignant face 
Welcomed us all with look of grace. 


Save what from God h mself is learned, 
As when of old that strange bush burned, 
The best that any man can know 
He learns from lips of friend or foe. 
Here all were friends; here mind met mind. 
Heart spoke to heart, and all were k nd. 
Thus passed the noontide's pleasant hour 
Made fair with gift of fruit and flower. 


The sunlight of declining day

Saw some good work, some harmless play. 
As when our Brother M. declared 
Confession old had been prepared 
Two hundred fifty years ago, 
As all historians should know, 
In Westminster of ancient fame 
Where sleep great dead renowned in name. 


How strange it is that good men need 
A little whereupon to feed! 
(Pardon the word; it's coarse, I know.) 
Why can't our patient Brother D..- 
"The Sabbath man," he's glad to be,- 
Go clad in resolutions good; 


Eat words of praise instead of food? 
But, as he eats both bread and hash, 
It seems he needs a little cash. 
And, as we know that he must live, 
Let's pay what's due and not say "give." 


A well-meant paper talked of work,

The thing it seemed to one to shirk.

Then some words came that showed,-sic semper,—

How near our sainthood is to tem: er!

What's a man worth without a spark,—

The flash of steel on stone when dark?

In words as choice as song of bird

Of China's people next we heard. 
Another for the children pleaded, 


Showed what coal miners' homes sore needed, 
And Niobrara's sons and daughters 


Where sands more plenty are than waters.

Of evening, let some other speak;

I'll take rebuke,-I'm mild and meek.

What's that you're asking? Well now, bub,

I went off to the Parkman club.

Good bye, good bye, dear Wauwatoso, 
Read this and don't be bellicesa! 





292
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At a recent meeting of the Indiana Bankers' association at Indianapolis, Mortimer Levering of Lafayette. recognized as one of the best financiers in Indiana, made an address on postal savings banks in which he said: "The government is in a position to manage this thing through its prese::t postoffice system, and will scarcely increase the expenses of that department, while it will enhance the accumulated wealth of the people throughout the whole United States. It was thought that building and loan associations would care for the savings of the masses, but people have become suspicious of them. It is well known that lawyers in Indiana are making as much as $10,000 a year out of these institutions, and officers are making much money out of them. We all know that trust companies are not organized as eleemosynary institutions. We want a system of savings banks that are for the poor people. What greater pride could a man have than to think himself a depositor of the United States?"
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The Congregational Home Missionary Society.




BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK,

Rev. Joseph B. Clark, D.D., Rev. Washington Choate, D.D., Secretaries. 
                  William B. Howland, Treasurer. 





North Wisconsin District.




              REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE, Superintendent, Ashland, Wis. 
            President, REV. C. C. CAMPBELL, Treasurer, REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE. 
Rev. R. W. MCLAUGHLIN, (Vice-President,) S. E. LATHROP, D. L. WIGGINS, Esq., Committee. 


A Plan for Increasing the Home Missionary 
          Interest of the Churches. 


 The following account of it is given by Secretary Washing- 
ton Choate: 


For two years or more we have been trying a method of reaching all the Congregational churches in our Eastern states, by way of correspondence from headquarters, with a view of aiding the pastors in deepening and increasing interest in home missionary offerings. We have full and free access to five of our seven nearest auxiliary states, and are planning to enlarge the whole scheme and put it into operation throughout the country. The idea which is embodied in this plan will be found in this letter, which we are proposing to send out to our Congregational churches. Ultimately we hope to include every church in the country. Just at present we may be obliged to select the larger church s on account of the initial expense in reaching all. The letter is as follows, addressed to the pastor: "DEAR BROTHER:-In order to forward the interest in the cause of home missions, it is felt to be important that there should be on record the date and method of the annual contri bution of every Congregational church, to the end that helpful printed matter or other aids to an increased interest may be supplied at the proper time, rather than when your church is specially interested in other directions. We request, therefore, that you will kindly fill out the enclosed postal card, giving us the facts thereon requested, and return it to this office."




stal




  Accompanying this letter will be sent an addressed p 
card, asking the time when their home missionary offering is 
made, the method by which it is made, and if the date and 
method are changeable from year to year. We shall then keep 
a complete record of those dates, and some thirty days previ- 
ous to the time of the home missionary offering, another com- 
munication will be sent to the pastor, asking it in any way aid 
can be rendered him by way of literature or of a speaker. In 
this way we hope to increase the number of contributing 
churches and increase the gifts of those who are accustomed to 
make an offering. 
                              WASHINGTON CHOATE. 





       News From Our Missions. 
 AMERY. Since our missionary, Rev. Wm. J. Stewart, gave up 
his work here Sept. 8, the church has not, till recently, taken 
effective measures to get a minister. They were in debt to their 
late pastor, and the financial problem of assuming new liabili- 
ties when they were owing for his salary was one they did not 
seem at first ready to solve. To our exceeding satisfaction the 
church is now rising to the occasion, and has invited Mr. W. D. 
Ferguson, a graduate of this year from Oberlin. There are 
some very earnest Christians, especially women, in this church, 
and they will not easily let it fail. 


  BLOOMER has arranged with its pastor, Rev. Wm. H. At- 
cheson, to have him remain another year. Mr. Atcheson re- 
ports that the debt due on the parsonage has been wholly paid, 
and the house improved; the meeting-house is repaired, the sal- 
ary for the year provided, and that for the ensuing year sul - 
scribed. Unfortunately another denomination has crowded 
into this field, which hitherto has had only one church, and 
which did not support that. Such mischeivous sectarianism 
weakens the force of religion. 


BUTTERNUT AND PARK FALLS. These united churches have been without pastoral care since Sept. 1. It is expected that the unfortunate experiences in connection with the recent pastorate will be overcome and that both churches will assume their united support of another pastor soon. We are informed that all the people in one church and many influential people in the other are now wholly ready and desirous to get and support a minister.

EMBARRASS is a little church about four miles from Clintonville, whose earnest pastor, Rev. Wm. A. Gerrie, has taken care of it pastorally for the past three years. It has greatly grown in strength and purpose and should have a pastor of its own. There is a stretch of well-settled country extending thirteen by twen y miles, in which there is no protestant religious service and which is naturally tributary to Embarrass. There ought to be a minister devoted to that field, and a large needy field it is, forming part of our N. Wisconsin "dispersion" of 50,000. But at present the Society cannot help place such a missionary in the field.

PRENTICE. Our able and faithful minister at that place is cordially desired for another year. By the failure of the Lumber company the church is much weakened, and it takes grit, faith, and fidelity in both church and pastor to stand by the work. Yet much good is being done. The pastor has been fitting some of his young people for college, where they now are.




All our benevolent societies have secured contributions; payments to the C. C.B.S. have been promptly kept up; prayer-meeting has been faithfully sustained; the county is settling up; a new industry has come in. We are hoping Mr. Chambers will continue his solid, useful ministry at Prentice.

MAPLE VALLEY. Our Norwegian church there with its four out-stat ons, is being faithfully ministered to by Rev. A. J. Andrewson, who is tireless in his work on his wide field. It seems to give good promise of becoming a strong and very useful branch of our Scandinavian work.

NORTH CRANDON, which has, for years, been yoked with Dunbar, is now left pastorless as the pastor confines his work to the latter place. The problem what to do for North Crandon could be easily solved, and that of the adjacent Presbyterian church at South Crandon, which is also pastorless, if the two would unite under one pastor. The places are so near that one minister could easily take care of both. The fact that they belong to different denominations is not the slightest valid reason against such union. We are ready to make most cordial and generous overtures to our Presbyterian brethren, offering to them to choose the pastor and to commission him, or to lay that duty on us, whichever they prefer. It would be a paternal and useful thing to both churches.

IRON RIVER declared self-support some months ago, but found itself unable to carry it out. So its pastor, Rev. O. D. Crawford, left the church, and also left a heavy debt on it. For some months they have had no pastor, and the H. M. S. is unable, at present, to give help. To the credit of the church it keeps up its Sunday School with full efficiency, also its prayermeeting and Endeavor society. On a recent Sabbath Superintendent Grassie was grateful to find on a stormy day full and very interesting audiences. Such a church as that deserves the commendation of other churches and their sympathy and help.




More A. M. A. Echoes.




Dr. W. M. Barrows told of a father who felt that he must use large words in talking with a colege president, and who said, "I shall expect my boy to come home once a year annually and twice a year promiscuously." The application was to take offerings on this plan for the A. M. A.

Twenty of the twenty-three millions of population at the South live In sparsely settled country regions-an average of twenty-five to the square million.-SECRETARY WOODBURY.

Wall street business magnates once said to President Gates, "Any one would make a mistake who should estimate the financial value to the country of Booker Washington's Atlanta speech, as less than ten to twenty millions of dollars." "Don't be discouraged at the natural selfishness of your boy. It is one of God's ways of developing individuality and building characters." -PRESIDENT GATES.




United States Department of Agriculture.




DIVISION OF CHEMISTRY.




WASHINGTON, D. C., SEPT. 17, 1897. DEAR SIR:-By direction of Congress, the Department of Agriculture is investigating the character and extent of the adulteration of foods and drugs. It is generally believed that adulteration, sophistication, imitation, and misbranding of foods, drugs, and liquors exist to a very great extent. Many of the States have enacted laws to prevent such practices, and it is very desirable to know how these laws have been enforced, and with what results.

As the general public is largely interested in this matter, as it affects health, morals, and legitimate trade, it is thought proper to ask the co-operation of the press in securing accurate information on the subject. The publication of a simple request for information on this subject, to be furnished the paper asking it, or sent direct to the Chemical Division of the Department of Agriculture, will in all probability secure a large amount of valuable data which will materially assist in properly carrying out the work. As no matter can be of more importance to the people of the United States than that of the extent and character of the adulteration of foods and drugs sold them, I take the liberty of asking your co-operation in the work as herein indicated. Please state that the Department simply desires a concise statement of facts, which can be fully substantiated if necessary, and not theories. Approved: Respectfully,




JAMES WILSON, Sec'y.




A. J. WEDDERBURN, Special Agent. Any information of the above sort may be sent to S. T. Kidder, Menasha.
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Song at the Laying of the Corner stone of Emerson Hall.

Footprint and winding trail,

Spearhead rude and wandering lodge; What tells this spot of the former day?

Silent the rive.'s bank;

Mute are the mounded tombs; An empty story of decay.

Sing now of spirits true,

Heart of patriot, voice of seer:

What tell these lives of our fathers strife?

Landmark and heritage,

God-blest to us bequeathed,

A noble purpose built in life.

First in the second half

Of the ceutury's onward course

We lay this stone 'neath the autumn 
      skies; 


Father omnipotent,

We ask thy watchful care

On life and work which here shal. rise.




The little ones all know the value of Pond's Extract, in hot weather especially. Bathing the children with cold water and Pond's Extract is cooling and beneficial.




Personal.




Rev. and Mrs. Chas. A. Payne, of Berlin, welcomed a new son to the manse, Nov. 5.

Another November arrival was a little lady in the parsonage where Psstor Millard lives, in New London.

Rev. D. H. Richie, formerly pastor at Mondovi, has purchased a farm near Mondovi and settled upon it, to relieve trouble with his eyes.

The program of the seventh annual meeting of the East Coast Conference of Congregational churches, at Ormond, Fla., Nov. 17-19, has a marked Wisconsin flavor, Rev. D. M. Breckenridge, of Ormond, being chairman of the business committee, and Rev. W. J. Cady preaching the opening sermon.

Rev. Julian H. Dixon, who had resigned at Viroqua, and who for some weeks has been seriously ill, under new light aud special pressure from his people, withdraws his resignation. Evangelist Hunt is assisting him now in special revival




services.




Among the chapel talkers at Milwaukee Downer College appear the names of Dr. Judson Titsworth, Sept. 27; Miss Grace Wyckoff, of China, Oct. 1; Dr. Geo. H. Ide, Oct. 12, and Rev. J. T. Blue, of Waukesha, Oct. 21. President Sabin attended the meeting at Oshkosh, of Federated Women's clubs, Nov. 10-12. Four new members appear upon the faculty, Miss Kate L. Sabin, B. S., science; Miss art; Miss May Margaret Gillette, Thomas, P. L. D., German, and Miss Mary Wilder, elocutionist-so says the ably conducted "Kodak."

Attorney T. S. E. Dixon (Beloit '66) has a trenchant article on "Prof. Fiske and Francis Bacon," in the Chicago Dial of Nov. 16, in which he stoutly maintains the high literary rank of Bacon.




The anxiety of a mother when a child gets hurt is greatly relieved when she knows she has a bottle of Pond's Extract near at hand.




Ministerial Movements. Brett, Rev. Geo. S., resigns at Waukesha, to take effect Jan. 1.

Farnham,, Mr. Geo. E., formerly state secretary of the Y. P. S. C. E., and Y. M. C. A. secretary, has begun work at Ithaca and Neptune.

Francis, Mr. A. J., of Shiocton and Ellington, has resigned, and begun work with the Presbyterian church of Florence.

Meske, Rev. Fred L., of Prescott, Wis., accepts call to Ortonville, Minn.




[image: [merged small][ocr errors][subsumed][merged small][graphic][subsumed][subsumed][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small]]


Evangelistic.




Rev. A. M. Hills, of Oberlin, whose work at Sparta, last season, was so greatly blessed, has been assisting Rev. S. S. Matthews at the Hanover St. church, Milwaukee, to the great benefit of the church and the field. Mr. Hills is expected at Elroy.

At Trippville, Pastor Barker, of Hillsboro, aided by Missionaries Haun and Cheney, has conducted special services with good results.

Evangelist C. N. Hunt, of Minneapolis, having closed a most helpful work at Clinton, began an an evangelistic union campaign at Viroqua Jan. 2.

Evangelists Ostrom and Hillis having been two weeks with the Pres. and M. E. churches of River Falls, where a deep movement was felt and many converts were gathered, have been engaged in union evangelistic work at Baraboo, with happy results.

After two weeks of temperance meetings-crowned by 120 pledge signers, at Sun Prairie, Evangelist Jamison has conducted special religious meetings with marked success.

Rev. J. D. Whitelaw has just closed a special series of meetings at the Arena 1st church, (Pastor, W. D. J. Stevenson.) Mr. Whitelaw is an earnest and faithful preacher of the Everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ. A special feature in this work was the "meeting for men" on Sunday afternoon, when an unusual number of men congregated to hear of the things of God.




BLAIR'S




INK MAKING

SECURITY FOUNTAIN PENS




Produce their own ink by merely filling the holders with water which turns into a permanent black, violet or scarlet copying ink, enabling the owner to produce the right ink at any time or place. The ink making quality will produce a quart of ink and last one year and can be renewed at a trifling cost.




They cannot leak..

No weak internal mechanism. Regular shape 14 carat Gold Pens.

Upper feed-bars on long point pens.

Under feed-bars on short points.




To give our readers this Fountain Pen at a moderate price, we have made an arrangement with Blair's Fountain Pen Co., of New York, to furnish our subscribers their Security Fountain Pens at the following low




PRICES:




No. 1 Gold Pen, fine point, at $1.75. 
No. 2 Gold Pen, fine or stub point, $2.00. 
No. 3 Gold Pen, fine or stub point, $2.50. 
No. 4 Gold Pen, fine or stub point, $3.00. 


Handsomely Chased and Gold Mounted, 75 cents extra. To insure getting these Pens at prices named, orders for them should be sent direct to Secretary H. W. Carter, Beloit, with the price of the pen desired. Should you wish to have them insured against loss in the mails, send eight cents extra.
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THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and WIS., work. It will make a specialty offitting young Offers three parallel men to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship, will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




W. S. AXTELL, A. M., Principal.




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO.

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon
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sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Girls and boys develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep




[image: [graphic]]


Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager. W. B. KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGO,




Beloit College




Ripon, Wis.




  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosphical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees or A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Ita Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is t charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east. The judicious physical training of each student is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opens Sept, 14, 1897. Address President Eaton or Principal Durr Beloit Wis.
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THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT
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The Cyclist's Necessity.




A




BOTTLE 
  OF 





POND'S PATENTS

EXTRACT

Is the REPAIR KIT for all




ACCIDENTS.




Unequaled for Quickly Healing 
Lameness and Soreness of 
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, 





Pamphlets.




Seventh Report of Mission among the Higher Classes in China, by Rev. Gilbert Reid.

Asylum R cord, Faith Orphanage, Okayama, Japan.

A striking calendar, containing the lan Maclaren Life Creed printed in handsome illuminated text 10x14 inches in size. Price 10 cents, is published by THE CHURCH UNION Company, of 18 Wall Street, New York.

THE DEFENDER, Fond du Lac, Wis., represents the Junior Order of United American Mechanics, numbering 20,000; is strictly non-partizan and non-sectarian. It guarantees worship and pleads for the Bible to be read in the public schools "to inculcate its teachings as the recognized

MUNN & CO.361 Broadway, New York standard of moral and civil law." This




Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.
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is a sign of the times.

THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL, St. Louis, devotes considerable pace in its Nov., Dec and Jan. numbers to the career and work of the late William Reynolds.




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of It is one of the ablest Sunday school thoroughly equipped road.




FIRST-CLASS




IN




 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
         the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
  Missouri, Minnesota, 


South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSING 
 CENTRAL 
  LINES 





A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin. with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan tages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere, Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





Journals, and the only one that represents the field and work of the International Sunday School Association.

CUT GEMS, Troy, N. York, continues delightfully filled with feathers for pulpit




arrows.




THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN, 153 La Salle St., Chicago, appears in enlarged and improved form. Every pastor and live citizen needs it. It is packed with stirring facts, arguments and amunition along all lines of civic reform and applied Christianity-50 cents a year.

THE COMMONS, 140 N. Union St., Chil cago, is an indispensable manual of SociaSettlement Work. The Jan. number describes Kingsley Hall, Tokyo, Japan, and its founder, Sen. Joseph Katayama. It contains a noble and urgent appeal from Prof. Graham Taylor, in behalf of Chicago Commons.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR. Milwaukee, and THE AEROLITH, Franklin, Wis., Mission House, (German) are gladly added to our exchange list.
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Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plaus; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
                               REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M., SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts. Louisville. Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St., Chi., III. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                             One fee registers in both offices 
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Wisconsin and the World Kingdom. terest itself deeply in "prayer-day"-the last Thurs




"My help is in the name of the Lord which made heaven and earth." So we have said, in our week of prayer, lifting our eyes to the hills-for God's hills always surround us--and looking to see whence cometh our help-"Lord help me; help my home and family, my church, my city or town, my state, my nation, my world;-Lord help us, all to gether, in all the personal, social, civic, national and missionary problems that appear!" God is our helper: the Lord that made heaven and earth. That he made heaven and earth, and made me, is my voucher that he will keep and help. O, to take hold of God! Rather, to let God take hold of us.




The future of China, the changes that may im. pend over our maps of Europe and Asia, the results of oriental movements for or against the progress of missions, the effect of all upon the coming Kingdom, are topics that give occasion for much thought and prayer. Here are problems for whose solution we can only wait and wonder. God has strange ways of bringing his counsel to pass. Yet one day Christ will reign universally.




The article on missionary methods, by one who has had experience in mission work, on another page of this paper, will be read with interest by our readers, whether they agree or dissent. At such a time as this it would be deplorable if any word spoken or read should in slight degree deaden the interest of our churches-which ought to be ever enlarging-in foreign missions. The call from the field, "Do not ask us to retrench farther!" is deeply pathetic. There is no wonder that our Boards are alarmed, and express alarm in pungent and repeated appeals. They can do no less.




Yet no mission board is above criticism, and it is likely that more recognition might be made in these appeals of what many churches and pastors are honestly trying to do-more smiles and notes of victory, fewer Jeremiads. More emphasis ought to be placed on prayer and consecration and less perhaps on dollars. More discrimination should be made, in appeals, between churches that have lifted through the hard times beyond all previous efforts, and churches that have done nothing and meant to do nothing.




It is possible that there might be a fairer adjustment of corporate membership and voting power to the ratio of gifts from the different states to the American Board. Wisconsin certainly would have far more voice in the matter in such a case, in the counsels of the Board, as compared with other Interior states, than she has at present.




Every church in Wisconsin should prepare to in




day in January-for schools and colleges. So many of our young people, in the great University, in the Colleges, in the Normal schools, in the Academies, the High schools and public schools-the generation to be-and before us all, a day appointed especially to agree in praying for God's spirit to be poured out upon them! So many conversions have occurred to prove the day honored by the Holy Spirit, so many prayers have been answered in changed ambitions and turning-points toward high and blessed careers,-surely every heart must go out toward the opportunity.




Call your Endeavor societies-Senior and Junior -your parents, your teachers of schools within reach. Speak your deepest thought. Roll upon them the responsibility for the legions of young people being educated. Explain what education must mean to be right. Praise, pray, expect large results, and your prayer-day will be a suc




cess.




Do not forget that the Sunday following, will be Christian Education Sunday, and themes on what young people need to think and understand about education are in order. It can be made a great day, to young people, to parents and to pastors.

Messrs. J. and R. Lamb are offering us favorable terms for copies of their admirable hand-book "The How and Why of Church-Building." lately reviewed in our columns. The book is indispensable in all sorts of ways, to a church committee planning a new or remodeled house of worship. Postpaid, $1.25 cloth, 75 cents paper. Send to Rev. H. W. Carter, Beloit, for special prices.




Mr. Davison in Beloit.

Rev. J. B. Davison, of the Sunday League, recently spent a Sunday in Beloit. A mass meeting was planned. Five of the Protestant churches, and St. Thomas' Catholic church united.




The




effort was made to draw non-church goers. The meeting was held in the Opera House. A special address was full of encouragement. The house was packed, and hundreds were turned away. The addresses were made by Father Ward, of the Catholic church, and Mr. Davison. They were listened to with the closest attention and were weighty and effective. Mr. Davison has gained the confidence of men like Father Ward. He is doing with intelligence, and ability, and consecration a noble work which the churches owe it to the Saviour and to themselves to sustain. One of the Milwaukee papers lately requested a body of representative men to tell what, in their view, would be a Wisconsin citizen's best Christmas gift to the state. Mr. Davison would answer: "Keep the Sabbath.” "Show an example of good Sabbath keeping." Isn't that a good answer? Let us all help the vital work of Mr. Davison.

GEORGE R. LEAVITT, First Cong'l Church, Beloit,









Editorial.




Unity of Impression in Church Work. I. The necessity of it.

One of the mightiest forces we ministers have to contend against in bringing men into alliance with christian work, and in interesting them i what the church stands for, is the "business" spirit. The world has so marked that term that my meaning cannot be misunderstood. And what most impresses the worker is the unity of this "business" spirit. There it is, like a great gulf stream, tending to bring into its swirl every ripple of sentiment and every river of energy! Like a great soul of things in the community, it stands tending to correlate every feeling, force and faculty to its temper! It neutralizes our very best efforts. The animalism of the world interposes an awful resistance, but worse even than this, is the false idealism of the world in this matter of "business." To the divided outreachings of church sympathy and energy it is often like a serried column; to those in the church who are weak, it opens its ranks as for new recruits. It devours what most the church needs, time and fresh energy of its members. Thus to the worker, with visions of the kingdom in his eye, does this world of business appear in its selfish and sordid, yet mighty unity!

But how about the church? How does it appear to the business world? How does it look to many a business man who, though not a church man, has a sympathy in a general way for its work? How does it appear to many a Christian church man who, though entangled in this "unsanctified materialism," is not a little ashamed of it, and in his calm moments wants to see the church a mighty power of God unto social salvation? I say, how does the church appear?

It is not chiefly imperfections in organization, or morals, or management that command the attention. It is its divided condition. It lacks unity and solidarity. As its work reaches contemplated needs there is no unity of impression. The impression prevails that half a dozen different kinds of work are being done by as many different congre. gations. A Thanksgiving service, or a "week of prayer," or a temperance service will perhaps be the only opportunity which a year offers for illus trating Christian unity. Not infrequently even these combinations are irksome to some one of the two to five denominations uniting. And so any impression of unity which is thus made is swallowed up in the impression of diversity made during the rest of the year. This is not the worst of the situation. For competition often seems a necessity; and even where it does not exist it is hard, despite all cautions, to escape the charge of it.

Whatever may be true of the few communities in which happily united effort has resulted in a better impression, very generally, and particularly in the smaller communities, the situation is as has been stated.




Brethren, can we ever hope that the gospel will be the power of God until there can be secured a greater unity of impression in the churches' work? II. Where may this unity be practicable?

Not in the sphere of doctrine, even if desirable. We lament some of our doctrinal differences, but we shall never reach a unity that is worth anything by doctrinal tinkering and compromising. Such efforts in the past seem grotesque to good sense, and new chapters will seem even more so. What we must have is "a working unity." We must find a field unaffected by sectarian tenets. In the practical application of the convictions that are common to all the great denominations, we shall be able to secure the unity so desirable. This field is that of philanthropy. Not the philanthropy of a godless humanitarianism, but the philanthropy of the New Testament: (Titus iii:4)-the philanthropy which embodies the second half of the great commandment, the manward side of Christianity. The highest test to which Christianity is subjected in our time is that of getting men, in their individual and associational life, rightly related to each other. The problems to which it must address itself-the land, liquor, labor, pauper, crime problems-concern the man ward half of love's two-fold content. All these social and economic questions, as Dr. Gladden so finely stated in his Plymouth Anniversary address, are referable for solution to the principle of brotherhood. "Here," says Pres. Tucker, at the same anniversary, "is the immediate work of the church. Here lies the ready task of the new Christianity, to set christendom in order-its cities, its industries, its

society, its literature, its law." Here is "The Duty of the Hour" so strikingly set forth last month in OUR CHURCH LIFE. Here is the new field in which unity of impression can be made to appear in church work. We are not without illustrations of this fact. In the town where the writer has for some years been laboring, the method men. tioned has been amply verified. And from this experience largely, has come the burning conviction of which this paper is but a feeble expression. A frequent observation of people is to the effect that in these years there has been a growing unity in certain churches, and that closer fellowship is evident. What is the reason of it? Not one of these churches has abandoned any distinctive doctrine or rite. But they have been drawn together in putting the liquor business under larger limitations. When four pastors went together from store to store and from house to house, registering the sentiment of citizens against saloon lawlessness, there was felt to be a power in the churches never felt before. In opposing a great social evil, and thus meeting a great social need, genuine Christians of these churches were drawn together in wonderful sympathy, and as a result the community got a sense of unity of impression in church work. This experience also illustrated Dr. Strong's position, that the union of the local churches promises better results than union of the denominations.












III. And now what is chiefly necessary for the realization of this unity is the idea of the church as a force. When Dr. Parkhurst said that he had come to look upon his church not so much as a field as a force, he drew a most timely distinction. In the thought of the churches it must have a most cogent influence in the direction of unity. Has not the "field" idea had too large a place in our conception of the church? The field suggests folds with fences-some of them very high-separateness, exclusiveness, isolation. The "force" idea suggests churches miltiant, going out to rout a common foe, or to erect bulwarks of defence against an enemy. It brings in its train the vision of a massive, solid union of churches applying to civil, social, industrial needs our "vast amount of unapplied Christianity."

While this conception of the church has already begun its reorganizing and unifying work, still the great bulk of the churches must yet be converted to Christian theory. Hence the need of proclamation in pulpit and print of this conception. Thus will result "a habit of mind and of conscience," correlated to "present facts and conditions," and unity of impression in the church's effort will be inevitable.

Brethren of the great Christian families, shall we much longer deny this world its right to such an embodiment and expression of forces confessedly Christian and designed by the Father to redeem all departments of the world's life?

A Persian householder left his estate in the stewardship of a lame man and a blind man. After an interval, he returned and called his stewards to account. The lame man came hobbling up, and said that he could not get around. The blind man groped meekly forth and said he could not see to do anything. And thus they made excuse for the sorry condition of affairs. Upon which the landlord siezed the lame man and placed him on the blind man's shoulders, and after the Eastern fashion, sentenced them both to death. Thus, too late, did they learn that they could do together what they could not do separately.

Brethren, we can never mediate the kingdom of the blessed Lord in our present dismembered condition. Moreover, we have had hints already that Providence can use other agencies for which the church will have to make room. But I cannot believe the church is to fail of this practical unity. The cooperation we have seen, more advanced in England than in our own country, is an earnest of the unity prayed for by the Master and longed for by the true disciple. E. L. MORSE.

Viroqua Church Dedicated.

The most imposing, costly church in Vernon county appears in our cut this month, and its dedication, Dec. 12, brought great joy to Pastor J. H. Dixon and his Viroqua people. The gladness was enhanced by the fat that Pastor Dixon, after weeks of illness, was able to be present and share in the delightful services. The people of the city crowded the edifice, and hymns and anthems suit




ed to the occasion were finely rendered by a local double sextet, with special numbers by Prof. Bull, Miss Ackerman and Rev. C. A. Boughton. The dedicatory sermons, morning and evening, were preached by the well known Home Missionary at large, Rev. W. G. Puddefoot. In the pastor's feebleness, the services were conducted by Sec'y H. W. Carter, Supt. Geo. C. Haun, Rev. C. A. Boughton and local pastors. The responsive services were devoutly adapted to the occasion, and one original hymn, by Father Wm. Haughton, was sung. The dimensions of the building are 79x74, with basement under the entire structure, utilized for kitchen, dining room, fuel and furnace rooms. A fine corner tower, 14x14, and 85 feet to spire top, fronts the building. Adjacent, is the auditorium, 47 feetsquare at the floor, but with octagonal top and roof, having organ loft and choir space, 14x20 feet, at the rear. A two story Sunday school room, 28x65, suffices for ample department rooms and church parlors. A pretty tower also adorns the Sunday school entrance. The interior is finished with red oak, with fine memorial and gift windows in stained glass, and rolling partitions opening the Sunday school room to the auditorium. 64 electric lights give fine illumination, 24, in groups of three, being placed around a beautiful oaken grill at the center of the octagonal ceiling. Over the choir is the design, in panelled oak "Praise Ye the Lord." The floor throughout is carpeted with heavy maroon carpeting. The entire cost is placed at $8,000, a deficit of $5,400 having been reduced to $1,800 by vigorous subscriptions on the dedication day.

It was a memorable event in Viroqua.
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BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL force.




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha.




Review and Exchange Editor-REV. SAMUEL T. KIDDER, Menasha.




Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 


February, REV. J. A. ROWELL, Mondovi.

March, MR. EBEN E. REXFORD, Shiocton.

April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin.

May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, Rev. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
       October, PREs. A. SalisbuRY, Whitewater. 
      November, Rev. R. C. Denison, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Education and Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Me- 
   nasha. 


Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 


W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.—MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR Church Life, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS:-Liberal rates furaished on application to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.




Entered as Second Class Matter at Beloit, Wisconsin.




The New Leaf.




He came to my desk with a quivering lip- 
 The lesson was done- 


"Dear teacher, I want a new leaf," he said; 
 "I have spoiled this one.' 


In place of the leaf so stained and blotted,

I gave him a new one all unspotted, 
 And into his sad eyes smiled- 


"Do better now, my child."

I went to the throne with a quivering soul- 
  The old year was done- 


"Dear Father, hast thou a new leaf for me? 
  I have spoiled this one." 


He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one, all unspotted, 
 And into my sad heart smiled- 
 "Do better now, my child." 


-International Evangel.
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Spirit, preachers as well-it would become a glad new year indeed.




A manuscript poem which was sent us, and which appeared last month, with the signature "Contributed" now appears to have been contributed from some unknown friend's scrap-book. It was printed years ago, attributed to Rev. W. R. Cochrane. When our contributors contribute clippings, we should be aided by having them so labelled.




In your State Minutes for 1897, p. 78, correct the receipts for 1885 to read $9584.16, instead of as recorded.




One of our missionaries is in great need of a sleigh, and sees no way to secure it, unless some generous friend can provide one. A second hand one would be acceptable.




Ramey Medicators for catarrh, etc., can be secured at the Beloit office at the special rate of $1.00 for complete outfit.




"I have been reading the book consisting of excerpts from Dr. Blaisdell's writings, and I have been moved to a new purpose, namely, to write a little something for the press every week. Of course I can do nothing that will bear a moment's comparison with these strangely beautiful and impressive paragraphs, but I can do as well as I can and perhaps touch somebody's heart."

The above illustrates the influence of "Visions of a Citizen", issued before the holidays, and is in the line of what was hoped for by its compilers.




Rev. Theodore Clifton, for seven years pastor of the Hanover St. Church, Milwaukee, and after a tour in Europe to regain health, saving and establishing the Trinity church of Chicago, has begun his work as the new Western Secretary of the Congregational Education Society, with headquarters in Chicago. We refer our readers to the Advance of Dec. 9, for a fine picture and full account of our

brother so well and widely known. OUR CHURCH LIFE extends cordial greetings and best wishes to this new coleader in our cooperative, benevolent and missionary enterprises.




EDITOR OUR CHURCH LIFE:-Please say to your

readers that all regularly ordained clergymen in Wisconsin, in charge of churches or mission stations, or who are engaged in evangelistic or agency work in behalf of churches or societies, can secure a half-fare certificate over the roads of the CENTRAL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION territory, which comprises the states of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, a portion of Illinois, New York and Pennsylvania, by writing to F. C. Donald, Monadnock Bldg., Chicago. You will get a blank which, on being properly filled, and returned, with 50c. to pay expense, will bring you in return a half-fare permit over the roads covered by this association.




Madison, Dec. 17, '97.




H. A. MINER, Registrar.









Rev. John Willan.

AUTOBIOGRAPHY, WRITTEN BY REQUEST, TO ACCOMPANY PORTRAIT ÎN DEC. ISSUE.

I was born at Pewaukee, Wis., on Nov. 3rd, 1852. My first schooling was at the Union School at Waukesha. While living there we attended the Cong'l church, Rev. Hiram Foote being then pastor. In '65 we moved to Milwaukee. I then went to the 7th ward school, and afterwards to Spencer's Business college, and began keeping books for a manufacturing firm in '69. During our residence in Milwaukee we attended the North Presbyterian church, on Milwaukee street, Dr. Buchannon pastor, my father believing that he taught more solid ble truth than any preacher in the city. In Feb. 1870, Rev. E. P. Hammond, the "Childrens' Evangelist," held union meetings in Milwaukee, at which time I was converted, passing through deep conviction of sin, and finally looking to Jesus, and believing his word, that he would save me because he said so.




who has been in full sympathy with me and helper in my life work.

In the fall, my brother-in-law, Mr.C.P. Hall, who was afterwards a dentist in Sparta, and I, moved with our families to the Pacific coast, spending the first winter in San Francisco, and in the spring going to New Westminster, B. C., where we lived for three and one-half years, returning to Wisconsin in Aug. '79.

While in San Francisco, we held meetings on the street, in jails, hospitals, and helped in the Y. M. C. A. meetings.

In British Columbia we did the same work, also speaking to Chinese and Indians through an interBi-preter, and engaging in Sunday school work. We




My four sisters, all older than I, had been converted before this, and I beleive we owe the entrance into the divine life to the prayer of faith of our parents more than any other human instrumentality. My mother died when I was five years old, but before departing to be with Christ, her prayer was that I should be a child of God, and a preacher of the gospel. My father, who is still living, (at New Lisbon) had the same unfeigned faith, and has now also for his "many grand children. "His righteousness is unto




children. Psa. 103:17."




children's




My parents belonged to a Congregational church in Lancaster, England, of which my father's moth. er and grandmother were also members, one for 40 and the other for 50 years.

In Sept. 1870, my father bought a farm in the town of Eagle, Richland Co., Wis., about one mile from the Pleasant Hill church, Rev. Adam Pinkerton pastor. He had such a thorough knowledge of the Bible, and such a wide experience in sea and army life, that his preaching and conversation were very interesting and edifying, especially to young men; so, under his ministry I grew in grace, and soon began teaching a S. S. class, also organized and superintended a Sunday school in a needy neighborhood.

In the spring of '73, when past 20 years old, I be lieved it was the Lord's will that I should begin to preach, which I did, in a little log school house, where there was no preaching.

My first text was 1 Cor. 2:2 and I have endeavored to stick to that thought ever since.

The next year I was superintendent and teacher in three Sunday schools (one Sat. night) and preached in many school houses in that section of country on Sunday evenings, also preaching on the street occasionally in neighboring towns on Sunday afternoons, and working on the farm through




the week.




On Feb. 22, 1875, I was married to Miss Barbara Pinkerton, oldest daughter of the pastor,




worked through the week at making boxes, building boats, and turning floats for the Salmon fish

eries which are numerous on the Frasier river.

After returning to Wisconsin I worked my father's farm again, but was led in the fall of '80 to make a deeper consecration of myself, henceforth to seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness. I began holding protracted meeting in the school houses among my neighbors, and many were converted.

The call of the Lord to give my whole time to preaching the gospel was so unmistakable that I began to close up the farming operations, and in the spring of '82, commenced preaching in several places in Iowa Co. where I had held meetings the winter before. Arena 2nd church was organized at this time. In the fall, I received an invitation from Bro. R. L. Cheney to help in work near Bloomington, which decided me to continue in evangelistic work.

In May, '83 I accepted a call from Potosi, and acted as Pastor-Evangelist, preaching there and at Mt. Zion, British Hollow, Rockville, Burton, Sinner Creek, North Andover and other places. In 16 months about 140 confessed Christ in the meetings, over 90 connecting themselves with churches. I shall never forget the sweet fellowship we had with Uncle Thomas and Aunt Lizzie Davies, of British Hollow; and many that accepted Christ in that region were led to do so largely through their faithful teaching in the Sunday schools.

In the fall of '84 we moved to Elroy, and I preached there, and at the school houses, north, south and west, for 10 months. Many were brought to Christ, and the church at Elroy was organized with 18 members.

In August '85 I accepted the pastorate of the Pleasant Hill church, which I had joined and commenced christian work in, 15 years before. We held meetings for nine weeks in the church the following winter, and 35 united as the result of the ef fort. It was at this time that I composed the hymn "Jesus take me in," which was published four years afterwards.

In Nov. '86 at Father Pinkerton's request, I held a meeting for three weeks at a school house near Arena, and the Arena 3rd church was organized, also a meeting house built shortly afterwards; $350 was raised on the day of dedication, from a few farmers who had already given liberally.




(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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Financial Statement-December, 1897.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Appleton, $1.; Baraboo, $10.25; Beloit, 1st, $17.44; Cashton, $3.; Clinton, $1.25; Coloma, $2.73; Delevan, $19.35; Easton, $1.75; Elroy, $15.; Ft. Atkinson, $6.75; Fox Lake, $6.; Gays Mills, $4.12; Ithaca, $2.; Ixonia. $9.; Kewaunee, $3.71; Koshkonong, $3.; Lake Geneva, $22.; Lancaster, $6.71; Leon, $2.; Lynxville, $1.35; Menasha, $31.62; Milwaukee, Grand Ave., $63.40; Milwaukee, Plymouth, $10.30; Neptune, $2.55; North Walworth, $10.; Saxville, $4 75; Trippville, $1.66; Two Creeks, $3.23; Two Rivers, $4.59; Waukesha, $39.; Wauwatosa,$ 23.16; Wheaton, $1.15..........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




.$ 334.53
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A prayer




Rev. John Willan, joint missionary of W. H. M. S. and C. S. S. S. for the destitute regions of Clark Co., headquarters Neillsville, reports excellent meetings with twenty-five confessors of Christ at Hewitt school-house, six miles west of Neillsyille, where there were no professed Christians. meeting and a Sabbath school had been established. Bro. Willan during the last quarter preached regularly at three points, and occasionally at seven school houses, protracted meetings were held at two points, and another series was to be begun with the new year, at Bobbs Mills.




Educational Column.




A NOBLE VOLUME.




A new and dainty book issued from the modern press. It appeals to the eye like a work of art. Our fingers itch to lay hold upon it, to feel of its back and edges and corners, to open and turn its pages and run a knife between those that have been left uncut. The touch of it sends a thrill through one, it dignifies his feelings like being introduced to distinguished company. Many of us, I imagine are on the verge of becoming bibliomaniacs. It would not require much of a push to land us in the condition of those who prize books for their own sake and not for the sake of the truth they embody. Well, if one must be a maniac of some sort, as most of us must sooner or later and if one might choose the sort of maniac he would be, he would show good sense if he should choose to become a bibliomaniac.




How may we explain the growing love for books? Go into a bookstore in Chicago just before the holidays and you will find it crowded with earnest looking folk examining books, re




garding them almost as if they were animate things and had souls. Visit the homes of people of means and they will exhibit as among their treasures tall cases full of books, books, books, old editions, rare editions, odd editions, editions de luxe. Do they read all these? Probably not. Is this collecting of them, then, mere affectation? Or is it a fad, like the rage for postage stamp collections? I am convinced that this explanation is, at least, not universally applicable. These people, or some of them, really love these books. But why should they, apart from their contents? May it not be that the knowledge of what has been wrought in the world through books has something to do with it? Books have played a mighty part in bringing in and enriching of modern civilization. And then who is there who has not at some period of his life fallen under the blessed thraldom of some book and thereby become greatly elevated, enlarged and irradiated? After such thraldom it is not strange that one should love books. Really in all his subsequent examinings of them it may be that the real quest of his heart is, however little he may be conscious of it, after another book that shall lay upon him the same spell and give him a similar uplift.




It intensifies the thrill with which a new book stirs our nerves if one sees on its back or title page, as a mark of authorship, the name of an old and revered friend, lately gone away. Recently in a Chicago book-store we took up a comely little volume and found printed upon it these words: "Visions of a Citizen, J. J. Blaisdell." Here then, in our hands, is the compressed fruitage of a life that Wisconsin had learned to love. It was not many months ago that we were sitting in counsel with this brother concerning some important matters; in various ways had we met him and had caught something of his spirit. His passion for truth and service was manifested in every utterance and movement. Ours was not a prolonged or deep acquaintance, but sufficient to convince us that his was a rare, choice soul, accustomed to sce visions. Not visions of fantastic figures and occurences, such as never were on sea or land, but visions of the real things of life to which so many eyes are closed. How multitudinous were the visions that were ever opening on this well trained, highly organized mind. Every morning, doubtless, had its fresh vision; every path and by-path was overhung by its vision; every tree and twig and blade of grass was evidently observed in the light of some vision. Bright visions they were, most of them, we can not doubt; deep visions, taking hold on substructural realities; inspiring visions of duty and possible achievement. The visions were so many and so glorious-this, at least, may be the explanation of some things hard to be understood,-that the flesh was not strong enough to endure their continued splendor; and so it collapsed. Visions of truth imply the constant heightening of ones ideal, and this implies a deepening consciousness of shortcoming; and so a great darkness may settle upon one moving one to sad deeds. The brighter the light the deeper the shad




OWS.




But-to return-here we hold in our hands in the form of this beautiful book the vestiges of a life, which, if we may believe the testimony of Dr. Blaisdell's nearest friends, was one of the best ever lived in Wisconsin. These are thoughts like those which were constantly moving in that busy brain and stirring that great heart to new and varied benovelences. For nearly forty years Dr. Blaisdell labored in this state multiplying the number and increasing the intensity of his services to the very end; and here in this volume we find his own expression of the principles that were actuating him all that time. I would if I might add to the expectancy and reverence with which the Christians of Wisconsin will take up this book and read it. It should lie upon the table of every pastor and of thousands of intelligent laymen; it should go into every Sunday school library; pastors and others should call attention to it and endeavor to secure its general perusal. Not because these thoughts are new, though many of them are expressed in strikingly original ways; not because they have not been as well said before, though not a few would be hard to match for force and beauty; but because these were the life-principles of one whom we knew and had tested. We know how much of severe discipline, how much of prayer and struggle lay behind these sentences. Our object in so writing will have been reached if we have done something toward securing a wide circulation for an uplifting book.
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"In view of the alarming fact, that only one sixth of the Congregational churches in Wisconsin have any organization for the education of the boys and girls in missions, it has been determined, after much waiting on the Lord for wisdom, to ask the Auxiliaries to assume the responsibility of securing the training of the children, either in Mission Bands or Junior Endeavor Societies. We recommend that an officer or committee be added to your list, whose duty it shall be, to organize, or cause to be organized, a Mission Band, or where a Junior Endeavor Society already exists to confer with the Superintendent and missionary committee to the end

1st. That a regular monthly missionary meeting be held. 2nd. That systematic instruction be given in the work for which the children of the Congr. gational churches are responsible, giving children's work for children in foreign lands its just proportion of attention.

3d. That the boys and girls be trained to give systematically. 4th. That the babies, wee ones, be gathered into 'Wee Folk's Bands,' that thus, the whole church, an unbroken family, may be engaged in the work of winning the world for Christ." LUCY E. Walker.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


When last reporting your missionary was engaged, with George E. Farnam of La Crosse, in special meetings with the Neptune Church. The people were much discouraged. There had been dissensions and withdrawals till, seemingly, little remained. Ithaca, which had been linked with Neptune, felt unable to support a minister alone and were talking strongly of renting parsonage and closing doors. But during the meetings, which lasted nine days, there was a decided rallying of forces. Brother Farnam, with his genial ways and earnest spirit, won all hearts. A unanimous call was extended him which he accepted, and now both pastor and people are happy. Mr. Farnam was formerly state Secretary for the Y. P. S. C. E. and was for a year Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., Kewaunee, Ill.




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. .
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The Lynxville, Seneca and Gays Mills field next claimed the attention of your missionary. The church year was soon to close, and as so often happens there were large arrea ages which made the problem of sustaining services a difficult one. A few days at each place revealed the strong hold Pastor Cameron has upon the people. There was a gratifying response which has rendered possible the continuation of the pastorate. The new church building at Gays Mills is now enclosed. Pastor Cameron is doing a goodly part of the work himself, overseeing the whole from its foundation. Eight days in all were spent with these three churches.

Five miles from Hillsborough, an outstation on Pastor Barker's field, is Trippville. One year ago, Sec'y Haun assisting, a Sabbath school was organized and some meetings held, developing great interest. A pastor of another denomination, thinking perhaps that Bro. Barker was already overburdened, kindly(?) came in and carried on meetings three weeks longer, organizing a church of fourteen members, even announcing an appointment upon Mr. Barker's hour. However, he soon gave up discouraged. Another denomination also sought to secure a foothold; but all the time Bro. Barker pursued the "even tenor of his way," quietly doing his work, gaining stronger hold continually upon his people, till now he has the field. Meetings were held for nearly a week in a long low hall over the sawmill and steps were taken towards a church organization. A fine brick school house has been erected, to which the services have been transferred, the first one having been held there last Sunday. The field is a very interesting one. A few days were also spent with the Hillsborough church in a successful attack upon arrearages, also a series of special meetings were begun, H. H. Jacobs assisting the first week. joined by Rev. G. Č. Weiss the second week. Both rendered valuable assistance and the church has been much strengthened.

Besides the places already mentioned short visits were made to Maple Ridge where a council-see last Church Life—was held; the first service in the new church: Pleasant Valley, for the ordination of L. W. Wiltherger: Endeavor, for the Semi Annual trustee meeting: Kewaskum, where arrangements were made for further services: then home for Christmas and the holidays.

In the midst of joys and festivities I send greetings to all our churches with the wish and prayer that we may all go into the new year with stronger courage, larger hopes and more earnest determination to win our state for Christ.




R. L. CHENEY.









Life In Our Churches. Appleton-Rev. John Faville, pastor. Gains of strength are noticeable within six months. Better prayer services, more personal enthusiasm. Endeavor meetings improving; more strong hearted men take interest. Sunday schools, home and mission, in excellent condition. Superintendent Harwood has stood up bravely this year under great trials. The choir club of 100 men and boys recently gave a fine anniversary concert, at which large offerings were made for its maintainance. Dr. Faville has lately returned from a lecture tour, having also addressed the State Teacher's Convention in Milwaukee. Mrs. Maude Ballington Booth spoke in the Appleton course on a recent Saturday and addressed the Waupun prisoners Sunday. Arena First-Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, pastor. The church gave its pastor a good "pounding" and closed the year with all debts paid and all our regular benevolences on their list.

Baraboo-Rev. O. L. Robinson, pastor. 50th anniversary observed Dec 17. See accounts in Advance and elsewherenone sent to Our Church Life.

Barneveld-Rev. John Williams, pastor. "I am happy to state that the Welsh and English elements are working harmoniously at present. The great difficulty here is to keep them so, and to unify them. Our church wants consolidation, and it takes time to secure that end. To work a Welsh and English church successfully is a difficult undertaking. At present I preach three times every Sunday, at 10 a. m. and 7 p. m. in English, at 11 a. m. in Welsh. We can't keep the congregation together in any other way. My aim is to keep the English and Welsh together, and so far I have succeeded. In addition to preaching three times, I teach a Bible class in the Sunday school."

Beloit First-Rev Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., pastor. The annual meeting of this church was held Thursday evening, Dec. 30, 1897, at which the officers and committees made reports, and the pastor gave a review and outlook of the work of the church. While, numerically, there has been a loss of two in the membership of the church, there is evidence of much spiritual growth. The number dismissed by letter during the year was twenty, and the deaths four; number received twenty-two, four of these by confession of faith. Four deacons were chosen, two for a term of three years as formerly, and two more for four years. This was to conform to the new rules adopted in October, increasing the number of deacons from six to eight, and the term of office from three years to four years, and henceforth two will be chosen annually to serve four years. The benevolent contributions of the church and of its members, as far as information could be obtained, aggregated over $3,600 during the year.

Beloit Second-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, pastor. Christmas exercises included an entertainment Friday evening, when the cantata entitled "The Enchanted Castle" was given, and 300 candy bricks distributed .o as many children. Also on Sunday evening the beautiful choral service entitled “The Kingly Guest." sung by a trained enoir of 50 children, assisted by a quartette. Rev. R. C. Bedford made the address. Fully 700 people were, in attendance. The pastor preached a Christmas sermon in the morning from the text "His Name Shall be Called Wonderful." The annual roll-coll meeting of the church was held Dec. 30.

Big Spring-Rev. G. H. Rawson, pastor. It has been some time since Our Church Life has heard from this field. But in the meantime we have not been idle in the vineyard of the Lord, for we have just closed (Dec. 23) eight week's special meetings. At Davis Corners and Jackson we had the 2nd Wis. Crusade Band to help us, and for three weeks they did good and faithful work. From Davis Corners we went to the Jackson church; after about two weeks work there they left. And on Dec. 5 Bro. Michaels, of the Big Spring M. E. church, and myself began union meetings w ich closed Dec. 23. We did our own work and, by the power of the Holy Ghost, the dry bones of this community were staken. The church members have been quickened somewhat. As an outcome of the meetings at Big Spring, a union prayer meeting has been started-something we have not had for some time. In the eight weeks of meetings about forty have given their hearts to God.-fifteen at Davis Corners and Jackson, and twenty-five at Big Springs. The Davis Corners people have had two prayer meetings a week all summer, and so far this winter.

Boscobel-Rev. W. J. C. Bond, pastor. Annual meeting for business and reports was held Dec. 15. The reports evinced a most successful year's work and an excellent condition of the church in all departments. 35 new members have been received during 1897. Few changes were made in the official list. Pastor Bond was unanimously requested to continue in that relation, with increased salary. Refreshments, congratulations and good cheer followed the business.

Brandon. In this double field the financial debts are promptly paid. The church grows steadily, 4 by confession and 2 by letter having been received during '97, with eight baptisms. Fewer young men and boys are seen on the corners Sunday, more at church. The Endeavor Society has increased by 18, and is picking up young men continually. Cottage prayer meetings are held, and especially, since the revival effort under Rev. Joel Martin, the prayer meetings have greatly in




creased and the church taken new life. With the new parsonage and horse barn, the pastor and his four-footed parish helper take much comfort. "We have more love one to another than ever before." (See Springvale.) The Brandon church closed its year with $20 in treasury after paying ali current expenses, and with only $300 deficit on its fine parsonage and barn. Rev. Robert Paton, Pastor.

Cashton-Rev. L. B. Nobis, pastor,-rejoices that all financial obligations to past and present pastor are met, with a small surplus in the treasury. More money than ever was raised last year. This is a trving field with a large foreign element but the pastor is greatly encouraged by the responsiveness of his people.

Chilton. Rev. H. S. Evert, pastor. This field, much disheartened by removals and obstacles, is holding on with faith and hope. Stockbridge, now pastorless, desires to be united with this field. Hilbert is an outstation. Bro. Evert's hands are full with the three.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. Dec. 5 was observed as Rally Day in the Sunday School. The attendance was 154, an increase of about 30 over the usual attendance. 12 new members joined the school. The Sunday school collection for the day, which was for the American Board, amounted to $15.70 This school is becoming noted for its large adult membership. The pastor, Rev. Wm. Moore, has an enthusiastic class of middle-aged people, numbering about 30. There are two other classes of young people nearly as large.

Dartford-Pastor, Rev. C. A. Chambers. A summer resort, therefore a difficult field in the warm season, especially as regards prayer meetings and young people's work. During the year 5 members have been added, 2 on confession. Contributions have been made to the seven societies; entire benevolent contributions $10. Pastor Chambers preached the convention sermon at Plymouth. A missionary box sent to Nebraska was valued at $30 50 copies of "Congregational Work" are taken. The Endeavor Society meets on Friday evening, so as to hold joint meetings with the Epworth League Sunday evenings. The two work together in Bible Study classes. The Christian Endeavor Society is growing and more fully keeping the pledge. New courses have been added to the Sunday school which is prosperous.

Dalavan. Rev. S. P. Wilder, of Pueblo, Col., who has never been quite at home out of our Wisconsin Congregational ranks. accepts his call to the Delavan church. He and his family will be most cordially welcomed again to their place among our leaders for the best interests in all lines.

Depere-Pastor, Rev. John Savage. This field, though not as strong as formerly, is gaining ground. Better cooperation, socially and with the other churches is manifest. Better promise in the Sunday school. A teacher's meeting, and a quarterly conference-interdenominational-of Sunday school teachers have been inaugurated.

Eldorado-linked with Rosendale, under Pastor J. Beardsley, is struggling with a church debt. They have recently lost a prominent member-Mrs. J. K. Scribner. Horse sheds have been secured of late. One drunkard has been reclaimed. The Sunday school has difficulty to find trained Christian teachers. Elkhorn-Rev. Geo. C. Lockeridge, pastor. This church enjoyed a very pleasant reunion of the members at the time of its annual meeting. Jan. 4, '98. 125 responded to the roll call either in person or by letter. The letters from absent members showed that they had not lost their interest in the church of their choice. A dinner was served by the ladies of the church, and it seemed to be the general verdict of all that the day had been spent very pleasantly and profitably together. The treasurer reported the expenses of the church all paid and a small amount in the treasury. The benevolent contributions of the church for the year just closed are nearly $385.

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. The new order of morning worship proves enjoyable and helpful. A Christmas tree for Christmas and gifts to be sent away to a mission school were the order of the day at Yule-tide. The Thanksgiving offering for the W. H. M. S. netted $15. The Provoker speaks a good word for Our Church Life. A new Peloubet organ is on trial. The Congregationalist Hand-book topics are to be used in prayer-meetings this year. Pastor Ellis and wife were remembered by their people on Christmas eve, with a beautiful side-board, in oak and bevelled glass. Preparations are being made for Evangelist Hills.

Fond du Lac-Rev. D. L. Holbrook, pastor. A prosperous year, with some gains, is reported. The Open Brotherhood has done a greatly helpful work among the men, in the church and out. A pastor's Bible-reading class is well sustained, with a definite course, and is helpfully instructive. It is recommend




ed to other churches.




Gays Mills-Rev. M. J. Cameron, pastor. People here have adopted the weekly offering system, are to make up lack in salary for past year and have pledged themselves for same amount for next year. All done cheerfully.

Hillsboro-Rev. Thos. Barker, pastor. The pastor has been assisted in a series of meetings by Rev. H. H.Jacobs of Madison, and Rev.Geo.C.Weiss of Watertown. These men did good work,









The spiritual tone of the church has been raised and the importance of church work has been deeply impressed on the minds of the people in this community. The pastor has entered upon his third year of work. The records show that thirty-five have been added to the church since he came, only a very few by letter. Bro. Cheney made ns a profitable visit by raising back salary and thus putting us on our feet financially. An outstation presented the pastor with a nice fur coat.

Kewaunee-Pastor, Rev. W. E. Rigby. 320 per cent increase (!) is reported for the year in membership. (There were but two last year.) The gain in spirituality is marked. It is a trying field. "All the powers of evil seem to be trying to blow out the small lamp of thie congregation, but if the oil holds out and is well beaten, the light will stay. Pray for us."

Lake Mills-Rev. T. F. Murphy, pastor. The first two months of the year, the pulpit was supplied by Dr. Parsons and candidates who came on trial. Feb. 9 a call was extended to Rev. T. F. Murphy to become our pastor. This call was accepted Feb. 18. His work began March 1. Aug. 14 and 15 the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the church was observed. The meetings were well attended by people of all denominations. It was an occasion of heart softening, lovefeasting, fraternity building, and proved a rich reward to those who proposed and developed the undertaking, as well as a soulrefreshing season to all. During the year six have united by letter and eighteen on confession of faith. We have lost three by letter and three by death.

Madison-Pastor, Rev. Dr. E. G Updike. The ladies of this church assume the expense of rebuilding the organ-$1600. A fair, Dec. 9, brought them more than $300. The annual meetings and banquet were set for Jan. 5 and 12. The choral union will render Handel's Judas Maccabeus Jan. 24.

Mazomanie-Rev. W. J. C. Ralph, pastor. Christmas was observed appropriately. The Sunday school gave a concert on the 19th. A tree and annual treat on Christmas eve The pastor preached two sermons on the 26th. The Men's Sunday Evening Club continues with splendid interest, rendering very fine programs which are printed and furnished almost entirely by local talent. The pastor has a strong hold, through this efficient agency, on the community. The school of Bible study is conducted by the pastor; he supplies duplicated copies of the outlines of his lectures to the class; these, the Bible and maps are the means of study with what other help can be gleaned from other sources. The scope of the study embraces contemperary history, where the history of the one nation is studied in the light of another. The week of prayer will be observed and revival effort continued if practicable.

Menasha-Pastor, S. T. Kidder. A men's and boys' chorus of 60 voices, trained by Mr. S. L. Wrightson, of Appleton, now effectively leads the evening service of song. The prayer meetings during the year have averaged 43. The Sunday school of some 250, has three departments, including kindergarten. The Junior department covers a four year's special course, duly graded. The benevolent work has been steady and missionary concerts delightful. The Women's Society and Endeavor Societies have taken part.

Mill Creek and Arena Second and Third-Rev. G. E. Plant, pastor-joined recently in a generous "pound" party, illustrative of the increased harmony and good feeling in the entire field. The Ladies' Aid Society at the Second church have bought a new organ and papered and repaired their house of worship. At the Third church the Ladies' Aid Society have paid the debt, and at both points the women are leading in the erection of needed horse sheds. Mill Creek is also undergoing repairs and hoping for sheds, and a much desired parsonage. All completed, this field will be in fine shape.

Mondovi-Rev. J. A. Rowell, pastor. The parsonage was renovated with paint, paper and storm-windows for the coming, in early December, of the new pastor, who was warmly welcomed with cook stove set up, eatables for the family in pantry and cellar, and food for the horses at the barn.

New London-Pastor, Rev. W. B. Millard. The old edifice has been sold to the Catholics, removed to the Cathol c grounds, and duly cleansed and exorcised by the priest. Services are now held in the opera house, which attracts many young men from the street. Pastor Millard and his wife rejoice in a Thanksgiving daughter. Bro. Millard is doing a splendid work as chairman of the District Foreign Mission Committee, and numerous rallies are planned for February, to be addressed by Rev. W. C. Dewey, D. D., of Turkey. Sunday, Jan. 2, was roll call in the Congregational church. There were 96 responses; 65 were present, 31 sent responses. At the annual meeting of the Sunday school, Dec. 26, Mr. H. S. Lyon was elected superintendent for the 16th year.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The Holiday number of "The Pilgrim" is a fine issue. On Dec. 13, 'Bob' Burdette lectured under the patronage of the Young Ladies' So-* ciety. November chronicled five weddings and seven funerals in this parish. The congregation has grown to 400 from 200, and Society to 600. Sunday school from 100 to 250. S. C. E. numbers 75, Juniors 40.

Palmyra-Rev. Mr. Van Sweringen, pastor. Dec. 7 brought the golden anniversary to this church that placed it beside the score or so of half century churches, which the past decade has




created in Wisconsin. Morning, afternoon and evening, glad. some services were held in the church, chronicled in our columns as new not many months ago. The program was mainly as follows: Morning, Historical Sketch, '47 to '97, by Mrs. H. E. Clinton; Reminiscences, by Mr. Luther Lyman, of Whitewater, a charter member. Afternoon,-Roll-call of members; Address by Rev. Mr. Barnard, of Whitewater, on "Fifty years in the History of a Church," with greetings from the Whitewater church; Reminiscences by Rev. H. A. Miner, of Madison; Greetings from the local M. E. church, by Rev. Mr. Pomfret, and from the East Troy church, by Rev. Thos. Barbour. A letter from Dr. Camp, the first pastor, from Sierra Madre, Cal., was read by Fastor Van Sweringen, and Rev. B. C. Preston spoke of "The Young Man's Outlook for 50 Years to Come." Supper was served from 5 to 8 p. m., and the choir, aided by Mr. J. Palmer and Prof. McIntyre, furnished a literary and musical program for the evening.

Peshtigo-Rev. E. N. Andrews, pastor. The church contributed about $17 to the Church Building society. The family of W. A. Ellis are to be credited for the effort to re-paper and otherwise repair both the church and parsonage. About $150 have been secured and the work is mostly completed, which was much needed. The Ladies' Aid Society continue to be a very important auxiliary. The Junior Endeavor Society has continued, and is in charge of Pastor Andrews who attends five services on the Sabbath.

Platteville-The pastor, Rev. C. A. Wight, took a short vacation in December and visited relatives in Sidney, O. He supplied for the Presbyterian church in that city the two Sundays that he was there. The ladies of the Platteville church gave Mrs. Wight for a Christmas present a handsome set of dinner dishes and a dozen silver knives and forks. The pastor has been giving a series of expository sermons with special profit. Prescott-Rev. Herman Obenhaus, pastor. Sunday Dec. 5th was a day which will long be remembered by members and congregation of the Congregational church of this place. Eleven were added to the membership of the church, three by letter, the pastor and his wife among the number, and eight on confession of faith. Rev. Frederick Meske, our former pastor, on the evening of Nov. 24, read a paper, descriptive of cathredrals and scenery along the Rhine, r collections of his summer's visit, for the benefit of the ladies' society, which was highly appreciated. The Thursday afternoon meetings for bible study and prayer, are well attended and are most helpful.

Christmas Eve the choir and Sabbath school sang and recited selections from Handel's "Messiah," under the leadership of the pastor and Mrs. Obenhaus, and Prof. and Mrs. Goldsworthy. Dec. 29, the annual church meeting was held. After the reports had been read, supper was served, followed by addresses from different members of the church and congregation, music, an original poem and the reading of letters and messages from three of our former pastors, Rev. Richard Hall of St. Paul who organized the church in 1852, and who was its first pastor, Rev. W. C. Hicks of Union, Iowa, and Rev. F. Meske, of Ortonville, Minn. The exercises began and closed with prayer by the p istor. Again the hearts of those who love this old church, were made glad by the addition of four members Sunday, Jan. 2nd. Last evening, the first of the union meetings which are to be held through the week, was well attended, by members of the different denominations, and a deep and fervent spirit seem d to fill the hearts of those present.

Plymouth-Rev. Geo. B. Hubbard, pastor. This church, which royally entertained the Winnebago Convention in Dec., is in a warmly spiritual and prosperous state. Bro. Hubbard has been in feeble health, but holds up the work, greatly beloved by his people. The horse sheds and barn have recently been repaired, and new sidewalks built in the parsonage yard. Membership about 72, mainly young people. Sunday school numbers 100 and is growing. The C. E. society is a "bulwark to the church." The church is 39 years old. Its debt is all paid. It "stands on Plymouth rock."

Princeton-Yoked with Dartford, under pastor C. A. Chambers, has lost many of its old members, and has now but 22. The openings for expansion are narrow, the community being overwhelmingly Catholic and Lutheran. But the church struggles on.

Ripon Rev. H. L. Richardson, pastor, has a fine Sunday school sur erintended by our editor of last year, Prot. Chandler. Its Endeavor Society, which includes the college community, and packs its basement room, is one of the largest and most thriving in the state. Ripon has had rich and approved experience in entertaining conventions during '97, having had both our State convention and the Fox River Valley C. E. convention. Bro. F. B. Doe and his wife board with the pastor and "look after his orthodoxy."

Seymour-Rev. C. W. Damon, pastor. "The leven is not in a sauce-plate on top of the flour, but in the dough.' "***"Sunday keeping, between infidels who believe nothing, and Israelite Jews who don't believe in the New Testament and don't know much about the Old, who care nothing about Sunday and don't keep Saturday-becomes a difficult problem. A Saturday evening Bible class, led by the pastor, is a happy success. Sell's Supplementary Studies are used. Bro. Michael. stetter-formerly a most energetic member-is sadly enfeebled since his injuries in the C. E. railway accident last summer.









The Foreign Missionary Problem.

The very able and business-like paper presented at the recent meeting of the American Board by the Hon. J. M. W. Hall has awakened fresh interest in missionary problems. In discussing the financial side of the question, he roundly scores the 2,046 churches that gave nothing to this work last year, and suggests that the "growth of Congregationalism in our land should be determined rather by the increased number of churches that gave to foreign missions than by the increase in the churches organized." He deplores the failure to sustain the monthly missionary concert, and raises the question whether some of the older missions should not now be graduated.

Your correspondent would suggest that the officials of a society backed by 3,508 contributing churches, and with $642,000 to disburse during the year, have really a great deal to encourage them. The facts do not seem to sustain the alleged apathy regarding foreign missions. When one recalls the evermultiplying agencies of benevolent work and the ceaseless demands made upon the churches, is it not rather an evidence of great interest that the contributions are so large and the contributors so many?

Mr. Hall does not raise the most fundamental question of all -whether in our foreign mission work too much emphasis is not placed upon money. The evangelization of the world is becoming too much a question of finance. The more money, the more souls saved. People who do not contribute liberally to this object are looked upon as in a measure accountable for the perdition of those who might have been saved had the mon ey been forthcoming.

Now I submit that this bare money aspect of the case has been pressed ad nauseam. People are tired of the endless and ever increasing appeals for more money and do not like to be lashed when doing the best they know. This does not savor of the spirit of the gospel God loveth a cheerful giver; but sums of money extorted from reluctant churches and individuals cannot be grateful to Him, and perhaps are of little value in mission work.

If it is true that our churches are withholding funds" that properly belong to the foreign mission cause, then are they unchristian and justly censurable. But may it not be that the demand for money in support of our missions has sometimes been too great? And may not the present disturbing shrinkage of funds, during a year of comparative prosperity, show that a thorough revision of our foreign policy, rather than a castigation of the churches, may be required? The courage of Mr. Hall, in suggesting a possible change of administrative methods is greatly to be commended. May I venture a further suggestion?

The true financial basis for mission work is self support, so far as relates to native agency. This view pressed itself upon me while in actual foreign mission service, and has been intensified by later experiences. The best time to inaugurate this principle is at the very beginning of a mission. For many years the attempt has been making to shift certain missions from the old basis to the true one, but with poor success. Our policy educates the native Christians into the plausible belief hat the resources of the missionaries are inexhaustible. A уре of ministry is planted among them which they feel entirety incompetent to support. Scholars are gathered into the suIperior American schools at trifling or no expense to themselves, the entire cost of operating the school being borne by the mission. Salaries are awarded to native pastors and helpers which the feeble churches could not pay if they would. And as the field enlarges and more people become interested there is necessarily an ever increasing demand upon the churches at home for more money. And the weakness of our present system is shown by the actual stopping of schools, periodicals, and evangelistic work when the Board is at length forced to retrench.

Dr. N. T. Clarke at one time sent out to all the missionaries in certain fields, copies of an enlightening book entitled "Self-Support in Bassein." Evidently he was impressed with the principle so ably advocated and illustrated in that book. But for an old mission like the one I was then associated with to change over to this principle would be to cut off everything but the missionaries themselves. It could not then be done; and the gradual retrenchment enforced from year to year has sadly curtailed the work of the mission.

In planting foreign missions, we should amply support our own missionaries, and assist to a limited extent in the erection of buildings for schools and churches; but the entire department of work known as "native agency" should not be pushed faster than the native Christians themselves can support it. The growth might be slower at first, but then it would be natural rather than forced, and would flourish even if the mission was entirely withdrawn.

This, however, does not help solve the immediate problem. We cannot abandon work that we have built up at so great a cost. It must be maintained, while still more heroic efforts are made to educate the native churches to the point of self-support. And however desirable it may be-however necessary to the logical carrying out of our system, and the encouragement of the noble army of givers-there can be no graduation of a mission until the basis of self-support has been laid. This, rather than extension, is the imperative duty of the hour.

At the same time, there should be no diminution of our gifts to foreign missions. The million dollar mark so long aimed at




can and should be reached by our Congregational churches, and the greater share of it could be well expended in sending out more missionaries, establishing more training schools, and founding new missions. This desired increase in funds can be anticipated only as a result of systematic missionary education. The churches must have absolute confidence that the Board is pursuing the wisest and most prudent policy, else their best efforts will not be drawn out. If certain pastors now in service are hopelessly indifferent to the claims of missions, then let greater efforts be made to give our theological students a true and thoroughly intelligent view of mission problems. If the Prudential Committee feels that dropping the missionary concert has led to apathy, why not prepare fresh and interesting concert-exercises (not catechisms), with bright new music, spirited recitations, bristling facts, and appropriate Scripture readings, and donate them freely to churches agreeing to use them and to take the customary offerings? The lists of topics and books of reference now sent out are entirely inadequate. We pastors haven't the books, nor the money to buy them. Get the gist of these valuable books into the form of concert exercises, where it can be widely diffused at trifling expense.

If the churches and the ministers are apathetic toward foreign missions, it is because the work done by our Board does not appeal to them with sufficient force. I do not say this is the case. But if you think so, brethren of the Prudential Committee can you not make it appeal to us? The great Congregational body will respond, and respond quickly, if the stimulus be of the right kind.




W. W. Sleeper.




Sketch of Winnebago Convention.

In the original distribution of ecclesiastical territory made by the General Convention of Presbyterian and Congregational churches in 1842 the entire central portion of the state, between the lake counties on the east and the mining region on the west, was assigned to Beloit District Convention. Four years later, Jefferson, Dane and Sauk count es, with all the region on the north of them, were set off as the Madison Convention. At the meeting in Plattville in October 1851, the General Convention "set off a new convention from the Madison Convention bounded on the south by the north line of Dodge, Columbia, and Sauk counties, to be called the Presbyterian and Congregational Convention of Winnebago." The three churches now in the convention that were organized previous to 1846, viz. Green Bay, Fond du Lac, and Waupun, have thus been successively within the territory of Beloit, Madison, and Winnebago Conventions.

In accordance with the action at Platteville the first meeting of Winnebago Convention was held in Oshkosh in November 1851. They first listened to a sermon by Rev. Dana Lamb on the origin, present condition, and future enlargement of the church, and the next morning, November 5th, they perfected the organization and elected officers. Rev. Dana Lamb was appointed moderator; Rev. O. P. Clinton, Temporary Clerk; Rev. E. F. Bradford, Treasurer, and Rev. H. Freeman, Stated Clerk. The convention as thus organized consisted of nine ministers: E. G. Bradford, O. P. Clinton, S. D. Darling. J. H. Kasson, D. Lamb, C. Marsh, Ira Manley, J. Porter, and L. C. Spofford, and eight churches: Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Stockbridge (Indian), Waupun, Grandville (Marquette Co.), Neenah, Alto, and Oakfield. Within less than a year the names of four ministers and of five churches were added. Some changes have been made in the boundaries of the Convention since it was first formed. In 1854 Sheboygan county and all counties north of it were transferred from Milwaukee to Winnebago Convention. But two of the churches, Sheboygan and Two Rivers, have since returned to their first love. In 1858 six churches and five ministers were set off to form with others Lemonweir Convention. In 1894 still another detachment went off into what is now the Northeastern Convention.

But a more radical change than that of boundaries has taken place in the Convention, parallel with similar changes throughout the state. The fathers in organizing the Presbyterian and Congregational churches and ministers into one General Convention with its Subordinate District bodies, made, in good faith, the attempt to strike an accurate balance between two systems, one of which places the supreme authority in the highest of a series of tribunals, and the other, in the churches themselves. Unstable equilibrium was the consequence. Among the churches the balance was from the first on the side of Congregationalism. In the Convention system, it was on the side of Presbyterianism. But the Congregationalism of the churches gradually overbalanced the Presbyterianism of the Convention, There never was any serious conflict, but Presbyterian features simply fell into disuse, until a radical change in the name and in the Constitution of the Convention making it thoroughly Congregational occasioned no revolution but was merely the recognition of a fact. It was originally customary for the General Convention to appoint committees to examine and pass upon the minutes of the district bodies. After a time eommittees were no longer appointed but the moderator and clerk of the General Convention examined such minutes as were submitted. The last act of this kind in the case of Winnebago minutes is dated Oct. 10, 1872. The entry is made in the Winnebago Convention record book but no note appears in the state minutes of that year of the examination and approval of
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these or any other district records. It was also the practice of the district conventions to examine and pass upon the records of the churches within their bounds. But when the records were not submitted for approval the churches were seldom or never called to account for the neglect and the practice gradually fell into disuse. In 1876 both the State Convention and the Winnebago Convention expunged from their constitutions the requirements respecting the submission of records to the scrutiny of higher judicatories.

The approval of licentiates and the ordination and installation of minis.ers were also formerly among the functions of the Convention. Elaborate provision was annually made for such matters by the appointment of standing committes to examine candidates: one committee on religious experience,church standing, and views of entering the ministry; another on arts and sciences and the original languages of the Bible; a third on ecclesiastical history, church government, and theology. Much time was often taken up in regular Convention meetings with examinations and ordination services. At the first meeting of Convention following organization, a large part of one afternoon was occupied with the examination of John Wilcox. The ordination of two deacons occurred on another afternoon and an evening was devoted to the ordination of J. W. Walcott and John Wilcox to the ministry. This Presbyterian way of doing things made the business session of the Convention longer than they have been since such matters have been referred largely to council. The program of the convention meetings was accordingly not made out in advance save in the broadest outlines, but was shaped according to the business in hand after the brethren had assembled. The advent of printed programs in the sixties marks the reduction in the amount of business and the larger opportunity thus afforded for papers and addresses on topics of general interest-in other words, the passing from the Presbyterian to the Congregational way of conducting conventions. The purpose of this change in the state at large is registered in the transposition, in 1874, of the terms "Presbyterian and Congregational" in the name of the General Convention. In 1890 the term Presbyterian was dropped and a new constitution was adopted from which all Presbyterian features were removed. In the same year the Winnebago Convention adopted a new constitution embodying similar changes. There remains one church in this connection, that at Green Bay, Presbyterian in name for special reasons, but thoroughly Congregational in spirit.

The events of the times are mirrored to some degree in the convention records. Some droppings of the great outpouring of God's Spirit in 1857 fell on the churches of this district. Shortly after, in 1861, a reaction is noted in the "narrative of the state of religion," and a general low spirited condition seems to have prevailed. But one church at least, that at Ripon, was visited with a revival, which had its origin in Brockway college in connection with the day of prayer for colleges. The war left its scars here. The college was closed for a year. Churches were weakened. The "narrative" deplores the looseness of morals in voluntary military companies. The progress of the temperance reform is marked by the passage of occasional resolutions and the coming of woman to the front can be gauged by the changing complexion of the roll and of
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the programs.




Almost at its formation this convention came into practical touch with Christian education through its relations with Brockway, now Ripon, college. The first record touching this matter is in the minutes of the meeting at Stockbridge, June 1852, when "the business committee reported that the proprietors of Ripon College building have offered that building to any religious denomination that will speedily establish a high school in it." The institution within a few years came under the care of the Convention and in 1863 a full college curriculum was introduced "for all candidates for the first degree" both male and female. Rev. William E. Merriman was appointed President and Rev. Edward H. Merrell, Professor. Between the first entry cited above and 1868, when the right of the Convention to nominate trustees was finally relinquished, there are forty or more entries in the minutes concerning the affairs of this institution. And although no longer under the direct care of the Convention, Ripon College is regarded by that body as its child, and entries expressive of continued interest and hearty endorsement appear from time to time in the records. Led past the crisis of its majority by Pres. E. H. Merrell, and since guided by the hand of Pres. R. C. Flagg, the institution has already taken its place among the foremost colleges in the land.

The roll of the convention contains many names over which we are tempted to linger. Among the original members was the sainted Jeremiah Porter, who, nearly a score of years before, had organized the first church in Chicago, and Dana Lamb to whose devotion Ripon College and the surrounding region owes so much. Among the registrars H. Freeman served six years; I. N. Crandall, nine years; J. N. Powell, seven years, and nine others, lesser periods. Of the original eight churches, three only, Green Bay, Fond du Lac, and Waupun retain vital connection with the Convention. But these three churches now have about twice as many members as were then in the entire district. The Convention at present comprises 30 ministers and 35 churches with a membership in the latter of 3,182. DAVID L. HOLBROOK.




A Family Reunion.




The McKenzie family, with relatives and friends, held a memorable meeting at their old home near Black Earth, Sunday afternoon, October 3. The occasion of their coming together from Mazomanie, Blue Mounds and Belle Plain, was the baptizing of their children, of whom there were nine. The only living member of the McKenzie family absent was B. B. McKenzie, who lives in California. Rev. Dr. Stoddart was the officiating minister, and there were between forty and fifty persons, young and old, present. Rev. Dr. Stoddart read a few selections from the scriptures, and in fitting remarks explained the importance of this rite. He impressed upon the older ones their responsibility in regard to it. He referred to its wide acceptance; arising, perhaps, more from the fact of an almost universal desire among parents that their children should be as good if not better than themselves, than from any other cause except its divine origin. It was an occasion to encourage the Christian worker and of deep and impressive significance to all.
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The Congregational Home Missionary Society.




BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK,
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North Wisconsin District.




REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE, Superintendent, Ashland, Wis. President, REV. C. C. CAMPBELL, Treasurer, REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE. REV. R. W. MCLAUGHLIN, (Vice-President,) S. E. LATHROP, D. L. WIGGINS, Esq., Committee.




Sectarian Intrusion.




A theme so harped on in some quarters that it is very trite. Yet the evil is so little mentioned in other quarters that objection to it surprises people as a novelty, and is looked on as absurd and unpractical squeamishness. Not long ago a functionary of a certain denomination, when remonstrated with for such intrusion, received the remonstrance with loud laughter and derision and the declaration that "the-ist church had a right to enter any place where there was a -ist or a sinner, and it would do so whenever it can, you bet." Of course such a man, if in charge of the missionary work of his denomination, would not hesitate to crowd a minister of his sect-as this man did-into a small hamlet of 300 people, where another denomination was already sustaining a minister, and where the people did not want a second church or a different one. It is proper to say that the upper stratum of the denomination in question does not share in the ignorant sectarianism of its lower stratum, but are as Christian and highminded as other good people.




It sometimes happens that there is a partially enlightened conscience on this matter, so that a sect, or its representative, will not intrude on a quite small community where there is another denomination at work and where the people are content and united; but it, or he, will sieze the occurrence of any unfortunate trouble to insinuate a sectarian wedge in the rift, and secure a change of denomination if possible.

It is one of the common experiences in missionary work that, for one cause or other, often from an unfortunate pastorate, a mission is temporarily torn up and in a cantankerous humor toward the denomination which has been helping it with money, sympathy and wise counsel. The sectarian propagandist will jump at this chance, open up correspondence, encourage the idea of secession. and, if possible, will oust the denomination that has been sustaining Christian work. The history of missions has hundreds of cases where one denomination, taking unfair advantage of a temporary trouble in a mission of another denomination, have supplanted it and built strong churches on the stolen foundations.




In Wisconsin there has been of late years a most fraternal and fair spirit between the Presbyterians and us in missionary work. Only in a single case in five years has there been a collision of claims, and that was promptly and kindly adjusted by applying the rules of the missionary compact adopted by the two denominations for such cases.

At this present time we have in N. Wisconsin two Congregational missions where, through the divisive conduct of their ministers, there exist serious ruptures, and cliques, prompted by the angry ministers, who want to subvert the churches to some other denomination, They suggest the Presbyterians. But the Presbyterian Home Missionary Superintendent and their Home Missionary committee refuse to entertain any such proposal, and will give no aid or encouragement to it. We Congregationalists have acted in like manner in converse cases.




A CASE OF COMPLAINT.




Recently there came to Superintendent Grassie three brethren. the Presbyterian Superintendent of Home Missions and the chairman of the Presbyterian committee of Home Missions and the pastor of a Presbyterian missionary circuit. They stated that for a year their Home Missionary Society had sustained a mission at Mellen and three other points; that they had occupied the field continuously with regular services, at an expense to their society of $300 a year; that their missionary had been unsatisfactory, both to the people of Mellen and to their Home Missionary Society, and had therefore been replaced by a better and a worthy man who had maintained his appointments constantly till that time; that the community, vexed at the conduct of the former minister, were in a disturbed state of mind; that being so they were corresponded with by a certain Congregational minister, who encouraged them to change to a Congregational or "union" church; that said mininter had promised them that if they did so he would see that they would have the services of a minister without cost to them. Thus these brethren stated, and wanted to know if these actions of a Congregational minister were done with the knowledge and approval of our Home Missionary Society. Of cours: the answer was that neither our society nor our denomination would approve of any such work, but that, if the facts were as they stated, the brother was not only acting on his Own sole responsibility, but in a way that would receive the




emphatic disapproval of our denomination. It is of importance that our Home Missionary Society stand on record publicly as committed to the disapproval and. so far as it has power, the prevention of all such harmful work.




A CASE OF FRATERNAL COOPERATION. Last month reference was made to the case of the churches of Crandon and N. Crandon, eight miles apart, the former a Presbyterian, the latter a Congregational church. They are both at present without pastors, and each is at so great distance from a church of its own denomination that yoking is difficult or impossible. A proposition was made by us that the two churches unite under one pastor, and we offered to the Presbyterian brethren that they should decide which denomination the pastor should be of, with the condition that the Home Missionary Society of his denomination should commission him and pay the missionary grant. The Presbyterian Superintendent called on Superintendent Grassie to conter on the matter and said that the Crandon church would assent. The proposition is now before the churches for adjustment. This is a good step.




ANOTHER NEW CHURCH.




At Eland Junction there have been held occasional meetings by our missionaries stationed at Birnamwood for some years. A year ago the village was visited by Superintendent Grassie, and several of the people most interested in religion were conversed with. A meeting was soon after held, and definite arrangements made to secure the regular ministry of the pastor of the Norrie and Birnamwood churches. The Rev. J. Lloyd Smith very heartily responded to their request and has devoted not a little of his time to them. His services have been wise, earnest and influential. A series of special meetings was held, participated in by Rev. Messrs. Haun, Todd and Grasse, which deepened the interest and confirmed the religious purposes of several, and they determined to organize themselves into a church.

A council was convened, Dec. 14, which was gratified to find so earnest and spiritual a condition. The candidates, twelve in number, covenanted together. The services in the evening were unusually sweet and earnest. Bro. Campbell preached the sermon-an impressive one. Supt. Grassie, moderator, received the members into covenant. Supt. Haun offered the constituting prayer. Mr. Grassie gave the address to the church. Pastor Todd gave the right hand.

This makes a fine group of three churches in a triangle five miles apart,united under Pastor Smith, who is greatly esteemed by his parishioners or his wise and earnest ministry. It is the opinion of the people that at no previous time in their history were these churches in a condition of such solid prosperity.




NEWS FROM THE MISSIONS.




TOMAHAWK has been recovered from the low condition into which it fell. This was the result of "liberal" preaching, and conduct to match, on the part of a former pastor. The church was cast down into a very low state of discouragement, and it is a brave church not easily discouraged, so that with the outside community regarding them with odium on their pastors account, they hardly knew how to go forward. The faithfullness of a few saved the church.

Since Rev. S. M. MacNeill came, the aspect of things has changed back to its old earnest hopefulness, and a good work is being done.

BRUCE and APOLLONIA. The pastor, Rev. Mark W. Williams, writes: "As yet the population is sparse, for making farms of stumpy pine lands is slow work, but the country promises to become rich and productive, and there must grow up in time an important center of trade. The churches have not been organized long enough to develop strong church-going habits among the people, yet many who are not religious attend church regularly, and it is a great privilege to preach the gospel where all are hushed, attentive and eager to hear."

Mr. Williams has under his care, besides the two villages named above, three preaching stations at a distance of from eight to twenty miles, where he preaches regularly.
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Personal.




Born-to Rev. and Mrs. P. Peterson, West Green Bay, a daughter, Jan. 5.

Rev. W. E. Davidson-address Delavan -though not ready for another pastorate, would be glad to serve any church in temporary supplies.

Rev. James F. Eaton, D. D.-addressed Beloit-formerly principal of academies at Ripon, North Adams, Mass., Hull, Iowa, and president of Whitman College, Washington, besides having successful pastorates, it is hoped will settle in a Wisconsin field.

Mrs. C. K. Adams, of Madison, has issued a beautiful volume of remarkably beautiful poems, dedicated to her husband, Pres. Adams, and entitled "The. Choir Visible."

The Ashland W. C. T. U. have placed a finely framed picture of the late Hon. Neal Dow in the Academy. The Student's Prayer meeting, every Wednesday afternoon, is found of great benefit. An electric bell lately placed in the halls, announees the hours. A Halloween party was seasonably held at the Academy Cottage.

Rev. John T. Ellis, the Kickapoo Valley preacher, on journeying home from Viroqua, with a load of household furniture, on Wednesday evening, Dec. 22, his team becoming unmanageable, was thrown out into a deep rock-bottomed ditch, beneath his load, and sustained serious injuries, his furniture being also much damaged. Well cared for by friends, his recovery seems assured. He writes: "God be praised that I escaped. Surely the protecting hand of the Good Father must have been with me. am doing well. Last Sunday my pulpits were supplied. Will be out in a few days. I must get married tomorrow, if the world turns upside down."




*




* I




Forefather's Day was observed notably in Whitewater, with a New England dinner and toast responses from Ex. Gov. Hoard, Pres. Ellen C. Sabin, Dr. E. G. Updike and others; also in Beloit, with banquet, toasts, poems and addresses shared by Dr. Leavitt, Pres. Eaton, Prof. Smith, Pastor Sleeper and others. The Madison New Englanders celebrated similarly in the Presbyterian parlors.

The Children's Home Society, Prof. A. O. Wright, President, is doing a busy and excellent work in placing homeless children in Christian homes. The State School at Sparta has 250 children awaitinggood homes.

Miss Rowena Bird, from Taiku Shasi, China, addressed the Y. W. C. A., of Milwaukee Downer College, Dec. 2. Rev. S. E. Lathrop, of Ashland, conducted the chapel exercises, Dec. 15.
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This is the time when special attention is being given as to what magazines shall enter the home during the year. To those who are interested in music,-and who of our readers are not,-there can be nothing better or of greater usefulness than the illustrated magazine Music, published by the Music Magazine Publishing Co., of Chicago. Music is edited by W. S. B. Mathews, who by the way is a brother of our Brother S. S. Mathews of the Hanover Street Church, Milwaukee, and is always bright, interesting and thoughtful. Music is so carefully edited that very few articles ever appear in it that are not of service not only to professional musicians, but to all who wish to have an intelligent knowledge of music. We hope to give our readers an occasional glimpse of Music during the year. Meanwhile if any are interested, further particulars can be learned by addressing Music Magazine Pub. Co., 1402-5 Auditorium Tower, Chicago,
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New Church Formed.

At Eland, Shawano Co., on Tuesday, Dec. 14, by the aid of a council a church of nine members was organized and received into fellowship. These were all adults and all came on confession of faith. Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, of Birnamwood, who has been holding services there since July 1, will serve the 'new church as pastor. Moderator of the council, Rev. C. C. Campbell; Scribe of the council, Rev. W. A. Gerrie. The program was as follows:

Prayer, Hymn, Sermon, Rev. C. C. Campbell; Reception of members and baptisms, Rev. J. Lloyd Smith; Prayer, Rev. Geo. C. Haun; Address, Rev. Thos. G. Grassie; Fellowship of the churches, Rev. H. C. Todd. Truly yours,




J. LLOYD SMITH.




The December number of Music contains among other things, an article on "the personal appearance of Beethoven," so fully illustrated that one can see the famous musician walking the streets of Rome; one on "Musical Memory;" a review of ancient and modern violin making, and an article by the editor, W. S. B. Matthews, on "The Importance of Bach and Handel in Music." There is besides a great deal of interesting musical information in the various editorial departments. (Music Magazine Pub. Co., 1402 Auditorium Tower, Chicago. $3.00 per




annum.




A generous layman has presented all of our Home Missionaries needing the gift, a year's subscription to The Advance,




Girls who use Pond's Extract as an auxiliary of soap and water at their toilet always have that fresh, clear complexion, betokening health and good breeding.




'Orps.

BY ELREM.




Morps* had a light infantry corps, 
So very great lovers of gorps, 
And proud of their fathers of yorps, 
Who fought many ages beforps. 


'Twas once at the enemies' dorps, 
They fought as never beforps; 
And after the loud cannon's rorps, 
Could not respond to encorps. 


And when they came back not a scorps, 
Not even enough to make forps, 
With hearts and heads very sorps, 
And they never loved gorps any more. 
      The Christian Endeavor World. 
*Tom Moore. 





Our good old friend! Pond's Extract, tried and true; its reliability is one of its chief merits.




MARRIED-Mr. Zenas G. Dexter to Miss Kate H. McFarland, on Dec. 29, 1897, at his residence, by Dist. Miss'y F. N. Dexter, brother of the groom.




:




DIED-Dea. A. F. Boynton at his home in Shiocton, Dec. 25, 1897, of bright's disease. He was deacon of the church since its organization. His funeral was conducted by Dist. Miss'y Dexter.




Rev. C. C. Campbell, of Antigo, accepts call to Hartford.

Rev. W. L. Demorest resigns at Oshkosh, Plymonth, and accepts call to Austin, Ill., began Jan. 2.

Rev. S. P. Wilder, of Pueblo, Col, accepts call to Delavan,
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis of the sexes. Girls and boys develop
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most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B. KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosphical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees or A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Ita Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is in charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east The Judicious physical training of each stu dent is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opens Sept, 14, 1897. Address President Baton or Principal B urr




HAIME BELLS. Bolt Wie.









VOL. IV.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




BELOIT, WISCONSIN, FEBRUARY, 1898.
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PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C. Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & CO.361Broadway. New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.




Rub thoroughly with 
POND'S EXTRACT after 
each ride to keep muscles 
supple, pliant, strong. 


Try Pond's Extract Ointment for Piles.

Avoid Substitutes-Weak, Watery, Worthless. POND'S EXTRACT Co., 76 Fifth Avenue, New York
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Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
      IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the States of




Ministerial Movements.

BOOTH, REV. EDWIN, resigns at Clear Lake, greatly to the regret of his much discouraged parish.

CORY, REV. ISAAC L., resigned at Milwaukee Pilgrim church; supplies Waukesha during February.

DAVIDSON, REV. WM. E., resigns at Delavan, from ill health.

FRIZZELL, REV. J. W., has resigned at Darlington and accepts call to Eau Claire First Church, to begin in February.

GRAY, REV. W. J., returning from Everett. Washington, with impaired health, will rest and recuperate at Waneka, near Eau Claire.

HEWITT, REV. DR. J. S., resigns at Green Bay, to take effect next autumn. JACOBS, REV. H. H., lately returned from Oxford University, accepts call to Milwaukee Pilgrim Church.

ROBLEE, REV. HENRY S., is called from Kenosha to Hancock, Mich., where he has been supplying.

SAVAGE, REV. JOHN W., resigned at Depere January 23, to take effect in Febru
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ary.




Personal Notes.

President Eaton and wife arrived at Vancouver only a few hours before their steamer sailed for China, owing to be lated trains.

The Musical Association of Beloit Col. lege, under Prof Allen, hope to render the second part of the 'Messiah' on Good Friday, and the third part at Easter. Allen's lectures on the Classical German The Chorus helps to illustrate Prof.




composers.




Mrs. Henry Faville, of LaCrosse, has met with a serious accident from a fall upon an icy walk, and is painfully dis Up-abled, we trust not for a long time.




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
   Missouri, Minnesota, 
      South Dakota, 
North Dakota and the 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan tages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




The Northwestern Mail of Jan. 20, con tains a fine portrait of Mr. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, and a sketch of the fine new Menasha Public Library building-his gift.




COMPLETE




WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.




W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 





Teachers Wanted!

Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi. tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. No charge to employers for recommending teachers. SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU.

REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. S. W. Cor. Main 3) Sts.. Loisilla. Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., III. Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. One fee registers in both offices,
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Wisconsin and the World Kingdom Wisconsin is having, just now, special privileges in listening to the stories of two of our returned missionaries. Rev. Dr. W. C. Dewey, of Turkey, is making a "rally tour," which began Feb. 4, and is taking in Waupun, Fond du Lac, Rosendale, Dartford, Princeton, Ripon, Brandon, Menasha, Appleton, Chilton, Plymouth, Oshkosh, Green Bay, New London and North and South Kaukauna. These towns are to be congratulated and fresh missionary enthusiasm must be inspired.

Rev. W. S. Ament, of China, will also visit several Wisconsin cities and speak during February. Both these missionaries have been twenty years or so at work in two of the great and most critical fields of our foreign effort. Wisconsin bids them hearty welcome.




"Do you suppose our Congregational ministers would do me a favor, viz: preach one sermon to their people on the duty of educating the boys and girls in the work of our benevolent societies. The gifts and the prayers of the children gathered in one strong band would conquer (Wisconsin and) the world for Jesus.'"

The suggestion of the above extract from Mrs. Kate Hutton, Whitewater, superintendent of Juvenile department Wisconsin Branch W. B. M. I. should be heeded by every pastor, both as "a favor" to this faithful and successful leader of the children and as a duty and privilege to the children and the future church and state.




The Day of Prayer.

MILWAUKEE DOWNER COLLEGE.




H. W. C.




The regular work of the college was entirely suspended, and the day was devoted to a series of religious exercises. The Rev. James A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Michigan, was present throughout the day, leading the morning prayer-meeting, preaching at eleven o'clock, and conducting the afternoon meeting. Every meeting was marked by deep interest and spirituality.

The morning sermon was on the thought of the conflict between the lower nature and the higher call and was an earnest plea to give the voice bidding to the higher life a chance to be heard, and to yield to its leading. The text was, "I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me." The prediction to Simon, the talker, gossiper, loiterer, that he should become Peter the Rock, the pillar, the foundation, is a lesson of the transforming power of the Spirit.

The afternoon meeting had for its central thought the ever persuasive, persevering love of God seeking His children, based on the words, "Until he find it," Luke xv:4.




NO. 4.




The music added much to the interest of the various meetings, especially a piano voluntary from Beethoven, by Miss Anna Ferris; the duet, "Hark, Hark, My Soul," by Miss McPheeters and Mrs. Hayden; a chorus, "The Lord is My Shepherd;" a solo, "Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone," by Miss Blanche Allen; and the duet "Weary of the World," by Miss McPheeters and Miss Riggs.




E. C. S.




The Osseo meeting house and parsonage are exhibited this month as specimens from a class of Home Missionary fields, which we trust will largely and steadily increase, following Osseo's creditable example of advance to the unaided and aiding list.

This, like some other churches, has been for some time on the border land in sight of self-support, yet without the strength a part of the time, and a part perhaps, without the faith and courage to insure standing without the parent's hand.

The church was organized with 21 members March 1, 1878. Three of the charter members still remain. The parsonage was built in 1879. The church building begun in 1880, was completed in 1883, and dedicated June 17 of that year. The buildings were erected under the leadership, and with much personal work of Rev. Malcomb McPhail, who was pastor from 1878 to 1887, and who passed to his reward May 21, 1896. Nearly ten years before (1869(?)) the present church was organized, a small organization was effected by Rev. S. H. Johnson, aided by Father A. Kidder, now of Eau Claire, who for years was the standing council and father of many of the churches of the northwest. This organization dwindled and disappeared after the departure of its first pastor. The present church had for its second pastor Father Adam Pinkerton, another of our honored veterans. Its present membership is sixty-eight. There is no debt upon the property. The present pastor, Rev. J. E. Evans, began in July, 1897, and at once began to push for self-support. The enthusiasm, self-sacrifice and efficiency of himself and his wife, aided by special meetings and other service from District Missionary R. L. Cheney and Mr. W. W. Wheeler of A. S. S. U., have led the church and community, in which ours is the only English speaking church, by an unusual effort to assume its place among the self-supporting extension agencies of the kingdom.

The field has received 174 years of Home Missionary aid, in a total amount of $3965.00, and has reported a total of $296.46 contributed for Home Missions. The field is to be congratulated upon its present pastor and wife, its honorable stand and hopeful outlook. As the pastor has emphasized, the Home Missionary Society rejoices over its new born children, and again it rejoices when its children begin to walk alone, and to plan to be more helpful than ever. H. W. C.









Editorial.




Wisconsin.




Wisconsin! Wisconsin!!

Like the rousing tone of a battle cry, for about three months, that word has accented my prayers. Wisconsin! Wisconsin!!

I have talked it in public, I have conned it over in secret, my nerves have seemed to feel it, and its import has saturated my brain and flooded my heart-Wisconsin, Wisconsin!

The dreams of my soul have shifted alternately from the needs so evident in its formal, negligent, scriptureless yet diligent, thrifty and kindly people, to its possible baptism with the spirit of love and fidelity with the casting out of cant and gush from the revival services. Its abolition of the spirit of strife between church and church, its routing of the power of the brewery and the saloon-its decided increase of true morality in the public schools; and in it all and through it all, that spirit, of Christian faith which bears the soul into the fresh air of splendid triumph.

Wisconsin! Wisconsin!! Will she heed the day

of her deliverance-will she? Will she?

Will her ministers dare believe in the positive and prompt transformation of the character of the sinner to that of the Christian? Will they take courage from above, nor watch for signs about them, but see by seeing and know by knowing that men can be led to deny self for Christ, drafted fresh from the ranks of the enemy? Will her church members please God in secret and do each his own definite soul-winning work, willing that the world may not find out who did it for the next thousand years?

Will her Young Peoples' organizations prove themselves organisms? Will her young people get their eyes off the machinery of organization and up to the Christ who is its life, and prove to Wisconsin the living presence of the Holy One, casting out the spirit of pleasure,-loving and supplanting it with the spirit of Christ and his joy?

Will Wisconsin Christians at least take a large fraction of the time ordinarily spent in discussing the trying features of the situation and devote it to prayer and high standard prayer-the prayer of faith?

Will the devotees of social-self-indulgence and her amusement-followers in the churches see how selfish it is to seek to be amused while so many old and young in this beautiful state by the great lake are being abused? Will they see that a large share of what is now called "Social Function" should be called "Selfish Function" or "Slavish Function," and apply themselves to noting and applying the function of holy living? Will all who avow that they follow Christ in this great State, let this watchword nest in their hearts until soon with the force of an eagle's scream it shall come to arouse and abash the opponents of truth, "Wisconsin for Christ," "Wisconsin for Christ?"

Will the struggling souls who seek to establish themselves in peace by performing deeds of kind




ness and fidelity fit into their hearts, till every nook and corner is filled, the words of Peter, "I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit," and apply it to Wisconsin?

With moist eyes I find it appealing to me again: Wisconsin! Wisconsin!!




HENRY OSTROM.




The Pastors and the Schools. Pastors, have you visited your schools this year, the schools your young people attend? Have you had a word with their teachers? Have they told you the capabilities of your boys and girls, and have you your eye on the one, two or three that are worth educating, fitting for a large service? father or mother of the boy or girl you have been Have you planned to say a word soon to the studying and in whom you see the possibilities of power? Have you taken occasion to drop a seed thought by a personal word into that boy's or girl's mind? Have you asked the most earnest teacher of your school to second your word, or to speak the first word?

Have you asked their teachers what kind of boys and girls your boys and girls are? Have these teachers given you new glimpses of them, their needs, dangers, new avenues of approach? A boy or girl is not always reached best by a pastor within the church doors. Most often the indirect is the direct. It is worth while to get a boy to tell you his struggles with his geometry and his latin, and his victories; to enjoy with a girl her botany and her history, to tell them your own experiences. No other doors open so easily for a pastor to his young people as the school doors. None open so widely, for the school life is the life the young live




[image: [blocks in formation]]


The Christian Alliance.

The Wisconsin Christian Alliance is one of the hopeful movements of the times. Its object is to prevent sectarian propagandism, overcrowding of churches, unwise expenditure of Home Missionary funds, and to further the general interests of the kingdom. Five years ago a similar movement was started by our national benevolent societies, with partial results, two other denominations uniting with our own.

The state movement, begun over a year ago, is participated in by five denominations, including our own of course, although it was humiliating that at the annual meeting in Madison, November 16, no member of our committee was able to be present. The denomination was represented, however, by two volunteer visiting brethren.









It was humiliating also to all denominations, that at the evening public mass meeting only a few representatives of any denomination were present. However, good seed was sown, and a growing movement has been inaugurated to the glory of God and the exaltation of His work.

One of the tangible results, and one that shows a surprisingly gratifying condition of things, is a table prepared by Secretary Hulburt of the Baptist Home Missionary Society, as a representative of the Alliance. This table gives alphabetically the name of every place in the state where Home Missionary aid is granted, by each of the following five denominations, viz: Baptist, Congregational, Methodist Episcopal, Presbyterian, and United Brethren. The "Christians" have indicated their purpose to share in the movement and others are invited. The table also shows the amount of aid granted in each place and the amount by each denomination.

This table shows that these five denominaoions in 1896 aided 273 fields. The United Brethren had but two mission fields and were alone in those fields.

Of the other four denominations there were only two places in the state where all four granted aid, viz: Eau Claire and Milwaukee, large enough to explain and justify the fact. In only four places were three of the denominations aiding, viz: Bayfield, LaCrosse, Madison and Neillsville. In twenty-nine places only two were making grants, and in 193 (over two-thirds of the whole number aided) only one of these denominations had a missionary.

The Baptists reported 47 missionaries, 34 of them in fields where there was no other missionary. The Congregationalists reported 59, with no other in 48 of the fields (not reckoning work by any denomination in a foreign tongue.)

The Methodists reported 113, with 87 of them alone.

The Presbyterians reported 53, with 36 alone. It was decided to take steps to bring the subject of Christian Union more prominently before the churches, quarterly meetings were determined upon, and partial arrangements made for such meetings in different parts of the state. The February meeting will be at Janesville, one in May at Eau Claire, and in August at Waukesha.

The following were the officers elected for the ensuing year:

President-Mr. J. E. Moseley.

Vice President-Rev. M. G. Hodge, D. D. 
Secretary-Rev..J. G. Blue. 


Treasurer-Rev. A. J. Benjamin.

The executive committee consisting of one mem ber from each denomination represented is: Baptist-Rev. D. W. Hulburt. Christian-Rev. H. Goodacre. Congregationalist-Rev. R. C. Flagg, D. D. Methodist-Rev. Henry Coleman, D. D. Presbyterian-Rev. J. G. I lue.

United Brethren-Rev. W. S. Perry.

The committee on Home Missions are: Rev. D. W. Hulburt, Rev. J. N. Davidson, Rev. J. S. Lean,




Rev. A. W. Bill, Rev. Ida Richards, Rev. H. Good




acre.




While there is still room for growth in the grace of unsectarianism, the exhibit is far better than many have supposed, and taken with the facts already published in recent numbers of OUR CHURCH LIFE, and in the annual report of the Board of Directors of our W. H. M. S. it shows that there is little excuse for the cry of sectarian crowding so far as our missionary societies are concerned. It is a delight to see this expression of Christian Union, and to know of the hearty determination on the part of leaders in all these denominations to put the interest of Christianity above those of any "ism." A rally in the interests of the Alliance will be held probably at Janesville upon the third Tuesday of February. "One is your Master, and all ye are brethren!" C.




A Mid-Winter Retreat.

The faculty, students and alumni of Chicago Seminary went into "retreat" Jan. 26-28, holding almost continuous meetings on the subject of the Holy Spirit. The leaders were such men as Dr. A. R. Thain, Dr. W. A. Waterman, Prof. Graham Taylor, Prof. W. D. McKenzie, Rev. R. A. Torrey, Dr. Johnston Meyers, Dr. F. A. Noble, and Rev. F. B. Meyer of London.

The impression made by this series of intensely spiritual services was profound, and cannot fail of proving a great benefit to all who attended. The idea of spending a half-week, at this season of year, in the contemplation of this one central truth, cannot be too highly commended. Probably no class of Christians more needs the uplift of such a service, than pastors in the field. We ministers are so burdened with the machine-work of the churches that we are forced to "retreat" in order to meditate. And a service of such high value to ministers would also prove exceedingly helpful to the churches. This opens the way for a suggestion.

Should not one of our two semi-annual district conventions be devoted, perhaps exclusively, to meetings in which some great spiritual truth shall be considered in a variety of aspects? Why can we not have a series of "retreats," all over our state, that may kindle anew in our churches the smouldering fires of consecrated spiritual life?

Our convention programs are too choppy. There is no concentration of thought or purpose. The Kaleidoscope revolves and we see through colored glasses, darkly. There are too many "reports," too many "papers," too many "causes" represented; the clank of the machinery drowns the voice of the Spirit.

The Beloit convention last spring devoted two hours of its opening session to a fruitful exposition of devotional psalms by Prof. E. T. Harper. This was a happy innovation, which deserves to be followed up. Only let us have not two hours, but two days, of sitting "in heavenly places" with the Master. Nothing is more needed, by pastor and people, as a corrective to the mechanical type of church-work now prevalent, than long and frequent "retreats" to the companionship of the Word and W. W. SLEEper, the Spirit.









BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. Carter, Beloit. Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha.




Review and Exchange Editor-REV. SAMUEL T. Kidder, Menasha.




Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 


February, REV. J. A. RowELL, Mondovi.

March, MR. Eben E. REXFORD, Shiocton. 
April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 


May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, Rev. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
       October, PRES. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
      November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Education and Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Me- 
   nasha. 


Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-Rev. Geo. C. HAUN, Madison. 


W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.—Mrs. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, Beloit. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement.

Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS:-Liberal rates furnished on application to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.
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per, can be secured at half price by addressing OUR CHURCH LIFE, Beloit, Wis.




A graphic scheme or chart, in colors, large enough to be read across a large room, embodying Mrs. Hutton's suggestions on our first page, and setting forth the work of our several Benevolent Societies, strikingly grouped, with scripture illustrations, and descriptive matter fully explaining the chart can be borrowed of S. T. Kidder, Menasha, by any pastor or Endeavor Society Missionary committee, desiring to use it, on condition of safe return, and carriage expense.

It will be remembered by some as used at the Denominational rally at the Appleton State C. E. Convention, and forms an instructive one hour missionary concert, which has already been utilized in various churches east and west.




Supt. and Mrs. Thos. G. Grassie will have the prayerful sympathy of their multitudes of friends in their great sorrow, which appears in an obituary elsewhere.




Evangelist Rev. A. M. Hills, of Ohio, who was so greatly blessed at Sparta last year, began special meetings with Bro. Ellis and his Elroy church, January 30. For further engagements, he may be addressed Care Rev. W. M. Eliis, Elroy, or at Oberlin, O., his permanent address.




An exceptionally good opportunity presents itself for securing, the coming summer season, the services of an unusually desirable gospel quartette of singers and personal workers. While the W. H. M. S. representatives may not feel justified in assuming financial responsibility, they are glad to




Who wants the Atlantic Monthly and the Hart- further this plan in every way practicable. Adford Seminary Record at half price?




The subscription list is growing. Let the good work of a full and thorough canvass go on. Send for more subscription slips, if desired.




President Eaton's appointment by the American Board upon its deputation, to China, is a merited honor to President Eaton himself as well as to Beloit and Wisconsin. Secretary Judson Smith and Col. C. A. Hopkins of the Prudential Committee, are the other two members. The Board incurs no expense in the matter except for Secretary Smith's expenses. The Beloit missionaries in China, and President Eaton's rare qualifications, particularly for the investigation of the educational interests of the missions, make his appointment specially fitting. Mrs. Eaton accompanies her husband, and they were to sail from Vancouver Jan. 31st, arriving at Hong Kong about Feb. 22nd, and returning in about 4 months.




The Humane Alliance, a fifty cent sixteen page monthly devoted to the cause of humane education, and also an attractive illustrated family pa




dress the Beloit office for particulars.




When the New York City Hall was built a generation or two ago, the front and sides were built of marble, but the back was left with common stone, on the supposition that the city would not extend beyond it, so that it would not be seen. Now there are twelve to fifteen miles of solid city north of it. Not all the growth nor all the need are at the west or in the country regions.




Among conditions of H. M. grants in some states are, that an amount equal to at least one per cent. of the taxable property of the congregation shall be pledged for the support of the missionary, and that the property shall be kept insured.




God gives to every man as much as He gives the flowers-enough of earth to grow in and enough of heaven to grow into. He gives to every man as much as he gives the birds-enough of earth to feed upon and enough of heaven to fly in. This much he has pledged to His children everywhere.-Mark Guy Pearse.









Educational.




Finding the Boy.




The problem of a boy is to find him, to know what he will do best. The day laborer's son as soon as he has frame and muscle enough takes a shovel beside his father. Only the brawn of that boy has been found. Possibly he has more in him good as his service at the shovel may be. The farmers' and shopkeepers' boys, as soon as they can help or earn a week's wages, are behind the plow or counter for life. Like a rolling ball they simply dropped into the first hole. No one asked for them what they could do best. The boy was not found, only something for him to do.

The lawyers' and ministers' sons are likely to be started for a profession. But the shop, the farm, the counting room may be the place where the world's need will reach them, and call them out most. The vast majority of boys drift thus into their place. They go to school until twelve or fourteen, idle away three or four years more and then join the army of bread winners as they can. There ought to be a better way for our boys. The waste is appalling.




There are parents who do not believe in finding their boy, but in making him by pattern. Many a great man has been saved to his age, because he would not stay made, but would grow in spite of the clamp of parental ambition or pride. Far more, however, have found themselves too late but square pegs made for round holes. The boy is to be found. His desire, his power, his ideal are the unknown x y z of the problem. No boy's life is given all in known factors. Many a parent sets his heart on his boy's going through college and entering a profession. The boy does not, and can not and sadly disappoints the parent's hope.

Sometimes we see a father who has made his way by hard knocks and with few advantages. He thinks that is the only way for his boy to win, and the boy's far better conditions of success count for nothing, because they are not what his father had.

Many seek to find their boys only along the low levels of life. Affluence, soft hands, good clothes, attendants, become the boy's low ideals of life. The common phrase for this ideal is "a soft snap." Every such boy is a misfit in the world. In the poverty of his own soul the parent has begotten a dwarf.

There are boys who do not want to be found. They would rather be boys as long as possible and then take their chances as men. They live in some present pleasure or vice. Clothed and fed they take no thought for the morrow. They are the hardest to be found, because they will not be found. Anxious parents with tears and whitening locks seek in vain to find them. The boy was lost before he was found.




How is a boy to be found? Give him as large an experience as possible while a boy. Hand work, head work, heart work, all are important in testing this new boy of yours. The farmer's boy gets enough hand work, but he does not think enough, nor know others as he ought. The town boy can read men, but he is apt to be little aware of what resources he has in his hands and his head.

The wise parent will do what he can in planning his son's boyhood, to give him a large touch with life. No father knows in what hour, at what scene his boy's eye will kindle, and he will begin to see himself as a man. A hundred boys may look over that splendid locomotive, "The Empire State,"




and pass on to the next wonder, but the very next boy, and he may be your boy, will stop and look and ask questions, and go away with that engine in his eye, and with a dream that some day his hand will be on the lever of a like monster, or that one day he will walk about a similar one as the proud master mechanic who built it.

The great value of a good school and a college course to the boy, is that it leads him on and on by so many doors and reveals to him his highest values. President Garfield's highest ambition as a boy of seventeen on the tow path of the Ohio canal, was to be captain of a canal boat. At Williams College with Mark Hopkins, his world grew larger. But every boy does not find himself in books and studies. If he does not or cannot, the wise teacher and thoughtful parent will not give him up, but will study to find some better door of hope for him; for the problem after all is to find the boy, to give him his best place. Dr. Parkhurst has said, "Putting a buttercup to school will not graduate it a butterfly, even if it is a very good school. Its only wholesome ambition will be to be as good as it can as a buttercup." The school that will reveal whether there is butterfly or buttercup stuff in your boy, is the school to patronize.

Finding a boy is like finding a harvest. What you will find will depend much on what you have sown at seed-time, and the seed-time with a boy is often early. People will tell a grown up boy what he ought to do, and then expect that he will go and do it. But one cannot sow one day with a boy, and expect a crop the next.

Boys are worth finding, not in the old Spartan way by exposing them, as we do, to see if they will live, but with forethought, patience and hope. The boy found, will be the man wanted tomorrow. A. W. B.




Our Rest Day Association.

The new Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association have a deep conviction of the wisdom of the Wisconsin State Convention of Congregational churches at Ripon in the hearty endorsement which it gave to the work of the Association.

The Board, after deliberation and conference, have unanimously voted to divide up the small amount of money necessary for the expenses of the association during the coming year among the different denominations. This will oblige the Congregationalists of the state to raise only $300.00 -the greatest difficulty in raising which is the smallness of the amount. The system of "Sustaining Members" at $10.00 a year each, for some years past successfully followed by the Missionary society has already appealed to a number, and it is believed will to a great many more. Each pastor can best tell what is best for his particular church. Many churches will be glad to become sustaining members for the year (or make their pastor such) by the payment of $10.00, but many pastors will prefer to pay that amount themselves and ask one or two of their members to do the same for themselves rather than ask the church for so small a sum.

But whatever the method let it be remembered that it is of the utmost importance that the Congregationalists of Wisconsin somehow provide promptly the pittance asked for. Our Presbyterian brethren are ahead of us in this matter this year. The secretary of the society, Rev. J. B. Davison, is doing in a quiet way a really invaluable work. Let him be sustained.




In the Masters' name,

S. S. MATHEWS, Pres.
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Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHt. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





February, 1898.




District Missionaries:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, REV. F. N. Dexter, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D.,. F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                            J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. MYERS, Rev. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY, 
         Rev. Joseph Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, *Rev. W, W. Rose, REV. D. L. HOLBROOK, REV. A .L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, Rev. T. Z. EVANS. 





*Deceased.




Financial Statement-January, 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena, 2nd, $2.40; Arena, 3d, $1.41; Columbus, $92.23; Fond du Lac, $36.48; Friendship, $3.36; Hadlock, $1.02; Hancock, $3.35; Menasha, $50.; Mill Creek, $6.05; Pewaukee, $10.; Royalton, $3.35; Racine Welsh, $1.74; Spring Green, $1.60; Watertown, $7.31; Whitewater, $30.62; Wilson's Creek, $1.28; Wyoming, $2.94....

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




.$ 255.14
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The first part of December was spent in Adams county, which has the double distinction of having neither a railroad nor a saloon within its borders. Doubtless the work done here by the Wis. H. M. S. has had a good deal to do with the latter fact.

Friendship, a village of about 300 souls, for many years Father Staple's field is the county seat. Pastor J. A. Thomas now ministers to the flock here, and besides goes to three outstations from 10 to 15 miles away, and is the Apostle of the entire region. He was assisted in meetings, outstations were visited, and arrangements were made to return before long to effect organizations of churches in his outstations.

From the sandy fields of Adams county we went to Plymouth and attended the Winnebago Convention, and thence to Kaukauna where oyer a week was spent helping Brother P. H. Mason in meetings. Here a united people are happy in having such devoted and successful leaders as Pastor Mason and his wife. While this church is weakened by removals, and its field is somewhat limited, yet under vigorous leadership it will grow.

The Ordination Council at Grand Rapids where Bro. F. H. Wheeler was ordained, was attended, a delightful season of fellowship was spent.

Brillion, a village of about 1,000 inhabitants, on the C. & N. W. R. R. about 14 miles east of Kaukauna was visited. Brillion suffered from a bad fire over a year ago, which destroyed much of the business part of the village. But it has since been rebuilt in substantial brick, and it presents an uncommonly brisk, neat and businesslike appearance. We learned that there was no English preaching there. We found several very pleasant families, who wished us to preach, and on a week night a large congregation greeted us in Odd Fellows' Hall. We were invited to return and on Sunday Jan. 16th a large audience assembled and we were invited to come again, to spend some time among them with a view to organizing a church. Brother Mason, of Kaukauna, has gone there on two week day evenings and each time has had fine congregations. Brillion appears to be a field of uncommon promise.

Visits for conference, encouragement, and fellowship have also been made to Chilton, Stockbridge, Hilbert, West Green Bay, Shiocton, Maine, Pine River, Saxeville, Dartford, and at the present writing we are assisting Pastor Chambers at Princeton. Here a feeble band-mostly women-in the face of great discouragements, are steadily pressing forward. Last year this weak church, burdened with threatening debt paid its QUOTA; yea, exceeded it! Princeton has given over $1.00 per member to the H. M. S. the past year. Shall we not have the privilege of placing many more churches on this Roll of Honor this year?




If we only had an average income from the churches of $1.00 per member, then we could enter and hold such places as Brillion. We could encourage Princeton. We need not longer neglect rural fields which today in our District afford instances of greatest need and finest opportunity. We could place three more men at once at points of greatest need and possibilities of usefulness, if we only had the men and the money to support them.

Now is the time for our churches to advance into new fields and really commence with renewed zeal the conquest of our State. Let the churches by early and generous offerings order us, their servants, at once to go forward!




New York Anniversary.

The Annual New York Apportionment Convention was held in the Bible House Thursday January 20th, having been preceded Wednesday p. m. by a valuable conference of secretaries and delegates. President Leavitt and Secretary Carter represented Wisconsin at these gatherings.

As usual about 30 were present and all but Maine of the 12 Auxiliaries were represented, in most cases by a delegate in addition to the Secretary. Again Iowa was represented by letter only.

The old debt of the National Society, $127,000, made the occasion a strenuous one, relieved somewhat by a better relative showing for the current year than for some years, so that some headway against the debt, in addition to meeting current needs is likely. The west, with its season of good crops and general prosperity seems to have a more encouraging outlook than the east with its increasing competition from west and south and its continued business depression, strikes, etc.

The compact between the National Society and its self-supporting Auxiliaries, has of necessity been an evolution to meet the widely variant conditions of the older and the newer portions of the country. The recent Convention was more satisfactory than ever in the progress made towards greater unification and mutual consideration of the common interests. The Wisconsin State Society asked and received an apportionment of $14,000.00. The North Wisconsin district is appor tioned $4,358.30 by the National Society.




Congregational Rooms, 4th Avenue and 22nd St. is now the address of our various New York Secretaries, who in January took possession of offices in the United Charities Building upon which additional stories had been built for their benefit. Twenty rooms were thus vacated in the Bible House where the American (now Congregational) Home Missionary Society was the first tenant of the American Bible Society in the then new building, entering its rooms in the southeast corner of the second story, May 1,1853, and there it has had its home till the above move, which was necessitated by the crowding of business claims upon the down-town site, and which insures the busy shapers of the various lines of our missionary work more light and more quiet in their more elevated quarters.




A special Committee upon the relations between the C. H. M. S. and its Auxiliaries, appointed at the last Annual Saratoga meeting, was represented by courtesy at the N. L. Convention.

Among changes discussed we understand one to be that each Auxiliary agree to send a percentage of its receipts annually to the National treasury. In older states this might result in a more thorough cultivation of the field and larger amounts for both State and National work. In the newer states the effect would likely be largely educational and inspirational at first, and a small per cent for National work might be wise even when a state has difficulty in self-support, on the same principle that Wisconsin requires at least four annual missionary offerings even from the newest and weakest aided Church.




How many will aim at the average from all sources of one dollar a year per resident member, according to the last printed report for Home Missions?

See District Missionary Dexter's suggestion, and the repeated recommendations of the Board of Directors. The more prosperous times ought to hasten our overflow into North Wisconsin and the National treasury.




Brillion, Calumet county, and Ferryville, Crawford county, are marked illustrations of need and promise, one in each of the fields of our indefatigable and indispensable District Missionaries. See their reports.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- the throne of grace, for the continued health, strength and
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At the annual meeting of the W. B. M. I. at Eyanston, the following resolution was adopted by a rising vote of the entire body:

"That our missionaries in foreign fields may know our desire to place ourselves in closer touch and sympathy with them in their work, therefore

Resolved: That the women of the W. B. M. I. now assembled in Evanston, remember with thanksgiving our ambassadors in Christ, who in the spirit of love and self-sacrifice are our representatives in foreign lands, and whose faithful labors have been abundantly blessed the past year, in the presence of the Holy Spirit and in the conversion of many souls.

We appreciate their courage, fidelity and loyalty, and resolve with God's help we will remember to pray for them often, both individually and collectively, especially making the hour Sunday evening from five to six o'clock sacred by prayers before




work of our missionaries in foreign fields."

Would that sincere prayer might be offered daily in our Wisconsin homes for our missionaries and their work, and may the hour on Sunday evening be especially sacred to us all. "Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts."
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.$395.37




For itemized statement see Mission Studies. The following churches have sent in contributions for the debt:

Antigo, $7.85; Ashland, $6.; Beloit 1st, $9.82; Brodhead, $5.; Delevan, $7.35; Elkhorn, $8.50; Evansville, $5.; Fond du Lac, $5.50; Ft. Atkinson, $3.50; Green Bay, $4.; Janesville, $5.; Menasha, $4.; Rosendale, $1.50; West Salem District Convention collection, $2.10; Windsor, $7.; Whitewater, $12.; Fond du Lac C. E., $2.; Ripon, M. C., .52. MRS. A. T. STACY, Treas.




The Missionary Problem Again.

One of the Secretaries of the American Missionary Association has written a personal letter to Rev. W. W. Sleeper of Beloit, of which the following paragraphs will interest our read




ers:




* *




"I have just read your most interesting article on the 'Foreign Missionary Problem' in OUR CHURCH LIFE for January. I can not go on with the rush of my day's work without just stopping to thank you for it. The compass of the article is much larger than the foreign missionary problem alone. It includes all our problems. You have presented the fundamental danger that threatens us in all our different societies to-day, namely, the tendency to make everything depend upon money. *It is the blight of the commercial spirit that threatens to wither all our missionary fruitage. Everything is placed upon a financial basis, as you say. It is difficult to get the atten tion of business men to-day to the spiritual and moral necessities of the people among whom we are laboring in the various lands. The sole question is, how much does it cost, and have you the money for it?' In my judgment we must get away from the blight of commercialism or the work can not prosper. "We need prayer and faith and Christian enthusiasm both in mission fields and among those who are interested in the support of this great work, I honestly believe to-day, more than we need more gold to carry it on. 'Business methods' ought to prevail in our benevolent societies and churches, and so far as I know they always have. But the business spirit ought not to dominate; it is the spirit of selfishness, of greed, of gold, and not the spirit of our Master Jesus Christ.

"I thank God that you cry out against it, my dear brother, for it means the awakening of the churches to the need of the spirituality of our missionary and Christian efforts which have become so largely materialistic through the pressure of business influences.'




For Pity's Sake, by Mrs. Sarah Nelson Carter, Andover, Mass., dedicated "To My Horse, My Dog and My Cat" is one of the most interesting and valuable contributions to the humane literature of the times. It will be of added interest to all who are familiar with Andover and its old Mansion House, which was a few years ago destroyed by fire. The print, binding and illustrations, with its readable size, make it a book for every center table and Sabbath school library. Sent post paid on receipt of price by the Andover Press, Andover, Mass., or De Wolfe, Fiske & Co., Boston, Mass.




The church cannot go on with its advanced work under present contradictions, here and there a few souls the world over losing themselves in the life of others, and everywhere else the church, in one way or another, building itself up out of the world. Why have we come to be halt in foreign missions? Chiefly, I believe, because we are beginning to be ashamed, through all our Christian nature, of our unsanctified materialism. The nations have found us out, and we know it. They have explored Christendom, and what impresses them most is the vast amount of unapplied Christianity."

-Pres. W. J. Tucker, at the Jubilee Anniversary of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn.









Life in Our Churches.




We are sorry to have been compelled by space limits to omit several interesting reports sent last month, and are glad the reports of work are multiplying. It will help us much if our friends will report about once in two months, if possible condensing the most important facts, to about one page of manuscript as a maximum.-More omissions this month. Sorry.

Eau Claire First-Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Ph. D., pastor. The annual meeting of the First Church occurred Jan. 11. Although without a pastor since early summer, the pulpit has been filled every Sunday by visiting clergymen. Reports of societies connected with the church disclosed encouraging reports; Benevolence amounted to $645. At annual meeting a call was extended the Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Ph. D., of Darlington. Wis., who accepts and will probably commence work early in February. Mr. Frizzell will be very cordially received by the churcn and made very welcome in his new field of labor. Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. Evangelist Hills came to Elroy from special work in Indianapolis, and began services Sunday, Jan. 30. Two other pastors have cooperated and much preparatory work was done. A union young peoples' meeting was held the first day. Severe cold weather somewhat interfered but the meetings have thus far been well attended and the fellowship delightful. A large chorus choir and quartet aid in the singing. The business houses of the city have generally agreed to close at 6:30 every evening except Saturday during Mr. Hill's services. The day of prayer for colleges was duly observed.

Fond du Lac. Pastor Holbrook and a delegation from his "Open Brotherhood" of men recently rendered a special musical service, entitled "Song Pictures of Jesus," at the State Prison in Waupun. The program was afterward repeated at home, and the printed slips contained a picture of "Mrs. Maud Ballington Booth-with her children-who gives her life-work for the boys in our prisons."

Ithaca and Neptune-Rev. George Farnsworth, pastorhave come out of the "valley of despond" under the energetic, spiritual, genial and musical leadership of the new pastor and his helpful wife. Decided progress in the things of the kingdom has already been made.

Lake Geneva-Rev. C. A. Osborne, pastor. The beautiful new church edifice-largely erected through Mr. Osborne's efforts, was dedicated Jan. 19. Its expense was $15.000. It has all the modern parish conveniences and a fine new organ-a special gift. Pres. E. D. Eaton preached the dedication sermon. Other addresses during the day and evening services, were by the pastor, Rev. R. C. Denison, of Janesville, Rev. J. W. Fifield, of Chicago. Pres. F. W. Fiske, of the Union Park Seminary, Rev. David L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac, (formerly pastor at Lake Geneva for 20 years,) Rev. Geo. C. Locheridge, of Elkhorn, Rev. John Faville. of Appleton, and Prof. W. Douglass Mackenzie, of Chicago. It was a rare and memorable occasion. The Geneva Herald of Jan. 21, and other papers have full accounts.

Madison-Rev. E. G. Updike, D. D., pastor. The annual church meeting, Jan. 6, was largely attended. Membership 800, year's net gain 25. Received to membership 44, on confession 19. Many university students temporarily come into the fellowship and raining of this church. The "Woman's Union" consolidates all the ladies' societies, and shows great activity. The pastor reports 1500 calls. Much aid is rendered to Pilgrim Chapel. Mrs. Miner conducts the primary kindergarten. The Junior Endeavor Society numbers 65. Year's contributions above current expenses, 4.776.41. A young women's guild and a young men's club are ably sustained. Dr. Sheldon was reelected superintendent of the large Sunday-school. At the annual society meeting, Jan. 12, there was a banquet with toasts. $5,000 were reported raised for current expenses, and $9,800 for all religious purposes.

Milwaukee Swedish-Rev. Isak Hoyem, pastor,-has a systematic plan of benevolence, which results in a remittance to the Home Missionary treasury every quarter.

Mondovi-Rev. J. A. Rowell has just arrived at this field, and was hardly settled before union meetings were begun with the Methodist and Baptist churches. The will soon have continued five weeks, and the people have been moved as they have not been before for many years, under the obvious presence of God. The converts number many business men and heads of families. A delightful spirit of harmony and fellowship prevails.

Neilsville-Rev. G. W. Longenecker is making steady and gratifying progress.

New Richmond-Rev. A. D. Adams, pastor. "We had very good interest during our Week of Prayer services. Since then there has been a deci ied quickening of interest among a company of men in the church, who are recognizing and endeavoring to meet their mutual spiritual responsibilities for one another as men and for other men in the church and community. A quartette of young men are assisting in the evening services. A hopeful spirit of cooperation prevails quite largely in the church, especially among the young people. An evening program is printed and distributed. This quartette assisted on two evenings at Star Prairie, in evangelistic services.

Oshkosh Pilgrim-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The Christmas entertainment by the Primary Sunday school was greatly




enjoyed, "The Brownies' Visit to the Children." 500 persons crowded the rooms. The main Sunday-school observed Christmas on Sunday evening. Four members were received Jan. 2. Osseo-Rev. J. Evans, pastor. A very encouraging outlook in this field. Good church attendance. Large and interesting prayer meetings, and the Sunday-school, with J. W. Smith as superintendent, and a new library, is doing excellent work.. Jan. 1 two new members came by letter and two children were baptized. Pastor Evans is holding special meetings in one of the outstations with very hopeful prospects. At the annual meeting the church licensed Mrs. J. Evans to preach the gospel, who is a great help to the pastor in his work.

Peshtigo. The pastor in this field, Rev. E. N. Andrews, is somewhat cut off from ministerial fellowship by distance, and longs for more. Miss Andrews, the pastor's daughter, is teaching vocal lessons in the Presbyterian college, Columbia, S. C.. $16.50 were lately sent for church building.

Poysippi-Rev. Grant V. Clark, pastor. Increase of interest is manifested by an increase in attendance. Five members were received on confession at the communion services Jan. 16.

Prescott-Rev. H. F. A. Obenhaus, pastor. The union meetings beginning during the week of prayer, in the Congregational and Methodist churches, were continued in the Congregational church during the week following. Rev. Geo. C. Haun preached to audiences which filled the church to overflowing. The four o'clock children's meetings were well attended and their interest was very marked. A mother's meeting at three o'clock Thursday, was helpful to many. During thirtytwo years, no such deep current of religious feeling has pervaded this parish. Rev. Geo. C. Haun spoke again on Jan. 18-19, in the afternoon addressing those who had expressed a wish to live a Christian life, with the children. Rev. Mr. Evans, rastor of the Methodist church, assisted at these meetings. The spirit of fellowship among the churches was most gratifying. Jan. 23 ten members were admitted on confession of faith, and many more have expressed a determination to take the same step. Since Oct. and Nov. the attendance at the Sundayschool has increased from 57 to 96, and the number at the prayer meeting was the largest ever present.

Princeton. Pastor C. A. Chambers, assisted by District Missionary Dexter, has been holding a series of meetings. Burdensome debts, some of five years standing, have all been paid and the workers are encouraged. This is one of the few churches raising its full Home Missionary quota.

Racine-Rev. J. H. McLaren, pastor. The work is going on satisfactorily. Twelve new members were received Jan. 6, and 25 more are expected in March.

Randolph Welsh-Rev. E. Morgan, pastor. A Junior Christian Endeavor Society, organized last summer, has been doing successful work since. The membership now numbers 40. The meetings are conducted in English, and older members of the church are much interested to help the society.

Ripon-Rev. H. L. Richardson, pastor. It was by an error that we reported Prof. Chas. Chandler last month, as superintendent of the Sunday-school. Prof. F. M. Erickson has lately been in that position. Prof. Chandler completed eight years in that service seven years ago,-so "his works do follow him!"

Saxeville. This youngest of our sisterhood of churches, though without a pastor, keeps up regular services. A sermon is read, or an exhortation is given by some member chosen for the purpose every Sunday. The leader of the prayer meeting appoints the leader for the next meeting. There is always a large attendance. A suggestion for other pastorless churches. Sharon. The Y. P. S. C. E. sent two boxes of clothing, valued at $60, to the poor in Chicago, on Jan. 3. The articles were distributed by direction of Prof. Graham Taylor, of the Chicago Commons.

Sheboygan-Pastor, J. T. Chynoweth-sends out a beautifully illuminated twelve page "Record of a Year." The organized arrangements are thoughtfully complete. The history of the church is finely epitomized, and the vacation experiences of the Boy's Brigade and of the girls' outing are detailed. The illustrations are wonderfully fine. The statistical summaries show the additions to have been six, two by confession; infant baptisms five. Offerings to the seven societies $97.55-much more for local betterment. Parish expenses $3,070.55 and debt decreased. 572 are enrolled in the Sunday-school. The cantata, "A Good Time with Santa Claus." was given Dec. 28. Shiocton and Ellington. In the absence of a pastor,regular services and prayer-meeting are kept up. This field expects to get a pastor in the spring.

Shopiere-Mr. Philip Ralph, pastor, while completing his college course at Beloit. The new year opens with much encouragement. The church is planning for special meetings with the assistance of District Missionary Dexter, who formerly cared for the field in connection with Clinton.

Shullsburg-Rev. A. J. Hayner, pastor, was the victim of a surprise by his people on the evening of January 23. "The night was a fearful one with snow and wind," but it was a very enjovable affair. Many substantial testimonies of good will were left by the friends.

Sparta. One hundred and ten members were received during the year 1897, of whom ninety-five were by confession of faith. The morning congregations are large, the evening congregations good. Neal Dow memorial services were held October 18, and Marcus Whitman services Nov. 28.









Springvale-Yoked with Brandon under Pastor Paton. This delightful and steadfast country parish has 67 resident members. Its work is energetic and warm-hearted. Its preaching service is at 2:30 p. m., Sunday-school at 1 p. m. and C. E. Society in the evening. The ladies hold monthly meetings and work for the destitute. Have aided the Milwaukee Infants' Home. Larger benevolent offerings this year than ever, especially for the India sufferers. 2 additions in '97.









Spring Green-Rev. J. W. Hadden, pastor. The annual meeting with a dinner was held Jan. 19. Much interest was manifest and the vision is hopeful. The pastor reports for six months: Money received, $154.35; paid to C. C. B. S., $3.18; to W. H. M. S., $1.60; to A. 2. C. F. M., $2.33. Received to The Women's Somembership 3; The church is free of debt. ciety has expended for benevolence $19.85. Total amount raised $47 The pastor is called for a year.

Spring Valley Pierce County-Rev. Wm. H. Short, pastor. The work has been affected somewhat by prevailing sickness, but the growth in attendance and organization is gratifying. Services are held in a hall, but vigorous steps have been taken towards the erection of the much needed meeting-house the coming season. Salvation Army representatives, have held special services in which our church has shared.

Star Prairie. Rev. A. D. Adams, of New Richmond, recently closed a ten days series of meetings with the Star Prairie church. Rev. G. C. Haun assisted for seven days. He won the respect and awakened the interest of the whole people, witnessed by full houses and a considerable number of conversions, several of which were of peculiar interest. The result will be a large increase of the small membership of this church. It has already doubled during the past two years. The result of Bro. Haun's work and of these meetings as a whole will be abiding; a distinct addition to the spiritual life forces of the village.
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Sterling and DeSoto-Rev. William Haughton, pastor, is growing feeble, and finds it less easy than of old to endure the cold journeys back and forth. He says: "I fear we are not growing as we ought to grow in spiritual life. I plead and pray and watch and wait, but see little or no change." "Well, I am in God's hands, and there I will rest."-Perhaps Father Haughton does not realize how large a parish he is moving and inspiring to nobler thought, deeper consecration and larger faith, by the hymns and poems that come forth from his heart to bless us all.-Ed.

Stoughton and Cooksville-Mr. J. H. Kimball, pastorare making slow but encouraging progress. To unify church and Sunday-school and otherwise to benefit both, Miss Scovell, superintendent at Stoughton, at each opening session of the Sunday-school, calls for the text and subject of the morning sermon, and with gratifying results. Mr. Kimball is soon to be ordained.

Sturgeon Bay-Pastor, Rev L. E. Osgood. Congregations are growing, after nine months of omitted services. Electric lights and a parsonage are proposed. It is also planned to increase the parsonage by a roll of honor and card marking. Three Endeavor Societies, Senior, Junior and Intermediate, are sustained, all having good interest. Sociables are organized especially to interest men by particular invitations. More union of spirit manifest between the churches than ever before. Sun Prairie-Rev. F. Emory Lyon, pastor. A reception at the new parsonage was a prominent feature of the New England supper at this church. A new dining table and palm stand were among the Christmas gifts of the congregation to Mr. and Mrs. Lyon. The Christian Endeavor society has more than doubled its membership during the last year. Endeavor Day was duly celebrated by a Jubilee service Sunday evening, Jan. 30, at which four of the members gave very interesting papers on different departments of the work. The annual meeting of the church was unusually well attended; a slight deficit was made up on the spot, and the new parsonage was nearly paid for. Nearly $200 for benevolences, and all departments enthusiastic.

Token-Rev. Carl Minert, pastor. 1897 will be a year long remembered by Token. Last spring sixteen horse sheds were built, so the dumb creatures are no longer exposed to hot suns and cold winds. Children's Day was observed with appropriate exercises. Rev. Mr. Woodmansee, "the baby man," of Wauwautosa, spoke during the autumn to an interested audience, of his work in finding homes for orphans. The Sundayschool is in a flourishing condition, thanks to faithful teachers and apt pupils. Pastor Minert gives a very interesting chart talk each Sunday. The congregation seems to increase steadily. The Sunday-school met with its first loss Nov. 4, when Leon McMurran passed to the Great Beyond. He was loved by all who knew him. Nov. 11 the church was again saddened by the death of a dear sister, who had been an earnest worker while in the parish, in Sunday-school and church, Mrs. Bowers. She had lived in Madison the past year and died there, but the remains were brought back for service and interment. Christmas night the Sunday-school held services fitting the occasion, and distributed presents from a handsome tree. The primary department repeated in concert the Golden Texts learned during the past three quarters lessons. A beautiful picture was presented the chapel by Rev. H. H. Jacobs ahd Mrs. Josie Deming. Both were formerly workers in Token, and still feel interested, though called to distant fields. The picture represents "The Holy Family," and was purchased abroad during the recent trip made by our friends. Dec. 29 witnessed the first




wedding in Token chapel, when Maurice L. Ingalls and Edna R. Clements were united in marriage by Rev. G. C. Haun, assisted by Pastor Minert. Mr. and Mrs. Ingalls are members of the church and Sunday-school, and take part in the work that comes under each department. On. Jan. 5 was held the annual business meeting when nearly every officer was reelected, and the financial report closed the year free from all debt. Tomah-Rev. Edgar L. Morse, pastor, writes: "We go into the new year out of debt,—a thing "never yet done," says an old trustee.

Trempealeau-Rev. W. A. Griffith, pastor. This church has been afflicted in the loss of Mr. John Stokes, one of the oldest settlers of this place. He was born in New York City and came to Wis. in 1837. For nearly forty years he was an active member of the Congregational church of this place, and leader of the choir. Those who knew him best were his warmest friends. The pastor conducted the funeral service. New registers have been placed in the church, which adds much to the comfort of the congregation.

Trippville. Special meetings were recently conducted here by Pastor Barker, of Hillsboro, assisted by Missionaries Hau: and Cheney.

Union-Rev. R. C. Bennett, pastor, held a glorious series of revival meetings during January, with excellent spiritual results, including 20 conversions. It is hoped that a church organization may be effected, Mr. Bennett supplies also Platte, Poller and Mt. Zion. Large and helpful prayer meetings are maintained weekly at all cxcept Mt. Zion.

Viroqua-Rev. J. H. Dixon, pastor, received 17 into membership January 30, a partial result of the union meetings with the aid of Evangelist C. W. Hunt. To give pastor Dixon a chance to recuperate his strength, and as an expression of their deep and kindly interest, the church voted him a vacation through February and March, with salary continued.

Washburn-Rev. John Gibson, pastor. The yearly meeting revealed steady growth in the various departments of work. Home expenses were $400, in advance of the previous year. Twelve have been added to the church, ten on confession. Five more were added at the first communion of the present year, and the new year brings increase of interest. The week of prayer services, followed by cottage prayer meetings have been blessed. For two Sundays past the Sunday-school has broken its previous record in interest and attendance; so have the Senior and Junior C. E. Societies. These distribute good reading in lumber camps and outlying settlements, and in the county jail, where they conduct Sabbath afternoon services. Things appear more hopeful than at any time since the present pastorate began.

Watertown-Pastor, Rev. Geo. C. Weiss. Christmas was a merry time for Pastor Weiss at Watertown. Some of his friends in the church presented him with a fine new office desk, with their Christmas greetings. It was in every way a very acceptable gift, and, coming with so much of good will and kindliness, is a source of encouragement to the pastor and an evidence of the good will existing between the church and pastor. The work moves on slowly but surely, the prayer meeting being greatly improved since the coming of the Bible Institute to Watertown.

Waupun-Pastor, Rev. John Rowland. Annual meeting held Nov. 30. Business in the afternoon. Supper and reunion in the evening. A deficiency of $90 in parish expenses was promptly made up. Net gain in membership during '97, 14. All the societies of the church are trained in benevolent work, including the C. E. Societies. The Juniors cultivated 150 chrysanthemum plants and realized a fund of $40 from their exhibition, of which $25 go to missions. The Sunday-school prospers, having grown in the main from 124 to 1371⁄2 in average. The Johnson's School house Sunday-school averages 36 after three months of organization. It has raised $40 and purchased an organ and a dozen chairs. The pastor preaches there at 3 p. m., and the school is ably superintended. The attendance in the main Sunday-school has been stimulated by a silk banner, wrought by a local artist, and presented, month by month to the class of highest average. It was borne with processional hymn on Children's Day. The Catholic Priest sang with the union choir on Thanksgiving Day. The Young Peoples Federation of the city helps to sustain the Prison Endeavor Society on Sunday afternoons. A beloved and earnest Junior was drowned Thanksgiving Day.

West Green Bay-Rev. P. Peterson, pastor, has begun a series of illustrated sermons Sunday evenings. The Life of Jesus will be continued for five Sundays. Then a new subject will be taken up, and if practical will be continued during the winter. Large congregations are the results of these special services. Our Sunday-school had a very pleasant and enjoyable evening New Years. The teacher had prepared a nice Christmas tree and every child got a nice present. The pastor was not overlooked. A fine rocker was presented to him. The organist, Miss Emilie Andreason, received a fine bible.

Wilson Creek church held its annual church meeting with a dinner at the home of R. C. Robson Jan. 12.

Wyoming. The M. E. and Congregational pastors held a series of meetings for two weeks at Wyoming, at which time the church became somewhat revived. The loss by death of three prominent members in the Congregational church is deeply felt.









Reviews and Exchanges.

MORE NEW BOOKS.




THE PILGRIM PRESS, Boston and Chicago, offers to our readers the following attractive volumes:

I. COMMON SENSE CHRISTIANITY.-Being many of the "Congregationalist" articles of Rev. Alonzo Hall Quint, D D., selected and arranged by Wilder H. Quint. 1897. Octavo, pp. 229. The speaking face of Dr. Quint, at the front of this book, will be a delight to those who have seen or heard him, in days gone by, in the pulpit, or in Congregational gatherings large or small, where his wit, business sagacity and broad knowledge of Congregational history or usage made him facile princeps. Still more delighted will the readers be with these bright, terse essays or sermonettes, many of them classics in style, pathos and humor, covering a wide range of Christian, moral, domestic and personal problems and experiences. It would be a fine tonic to loan to invalids or convalescents. It is full of good things to be read aloud in prayer meetings. Dr. Quint knew how to write a great deal in few and happy words, and to make his impression with every pen stroke. These are ideal specimens of the contributors noblest art.




II. THE TRUTH ABOUT THE TROUBLE AT ROUNDSTONE. By Rev. William E. Barton, D. D. This story is not long, but one of great power. While vivid in its picturing of local conditions in the Roundstone Valley, and in representing the manner of life and speech of the people there, it touches a line of universal human interest. The way in which two lifelong friends who had loved and sacrificed for each other fell into bitter enmity. and how at last through deep suffering and the shadow of death they were brought closer together than ever before, has seldom, if ever, been more powerfully pictured than in this book. Both as a social study of a group of people who are in some respects among the most powerful and vigorous parts of our American stock, and as a setting forth of human nature in some of its most universal aspects, the book is one of which its author has just right to feel proud.-Pp. 144. 50 cents.

III. CHILDREN's Day AddresSES. By James Gardiner Vose, D. D., pastor of the Beneficent Church, Providence, R. I. A little volume of ten addresses delivered on Children's Day by Dr. Vose before his congregation. They are models of clear style, lucid, though by no means shallow thought, and helpful illustration. The themes are such as appeal to children and the way in which they are set forth will impress them clearly upon children's minds. Some of the sermons are addressed quite as much to parents as to children, but none of them are beyond the thought of children, and the volume will find a treasured place in many a Christian home. Perhaps it would be hard to select the best out of the sermons, but special mention may justly be given to those on "Ruth and Orpah," "Curiosity, "Making Collections," and "Clothes that Never Wear Out, not so much for special excellence as to give an idea of the way in which the author has presented his thought.-Pp. 182. $1.00.

IV. TREASURE TEXTS For youthful memories. When children graduate from the Primary or Intermediate departments of our best Sunday-schools it is customary to require them to memorize the books of the Bible, the Lord's Prayer, the Commandments, Apostles' Creed, Beatitudes, Twenty-third Psalm, and other gems of Scripture. To facilitate this excellent custom the Pilgrim Press has just issued in a dainty little booklet all the above, together with a number of other choice scripture selections suitable for memorizing.

Treasure Texts has a handsome, lithographed floral cover, making it exceedingly attractive to youthful eyes, and nothing could be more useful to Primary Teachers and Superintendents for general distribution at holiday time or on Christmas Day. Pp. 32. Price 4 cts. $2 00 per hundred, net. Postage 35 cts. per 100 additional.

REAL PREACHING; Three addresses delivered before the students of Oberlin Theological Seminary, by Nehemiah Boynton, D. D. Dr. Boynton is one of those men whom people like to hear, because he has the gift of making them feel that he has a message, and of making them know without any doubt what that message is. This little volume is characteristically frank, clear and pointed. One is very sure that the writer is a real man, who preaches real sermons, and so secures the hearing of a real audience. The volume is not an autobiography, but it gives in a modest, interesting way a glimpse of the manner in which one of our most successful ministers does his work. Under the three heads. The Real Preacher, The Real Sermon, and The Real Audience, Dr. Boynton takes up the fundamental poin s of ministerial success, inspiring his readers the while with the assurance that the ministry is the highest possible form of service to God and man, and that success in it comes with deep consecration and earnest and well-directed work.-Pp. 123. 75 cents.

VI. A BAPTISMAL CERTIFICATE. Nothing could be more appropriate for a pastor to present to parents at the baptism of their children than the beautiful little souvenir just issued by the Pilgrim Press. It is a booklet tied with white silk. The front has an artistic picture of the presentation of the Christchild in the Temple, drawn by L. P. Ipsen. Following are the




Baptismal Covenant, Baptismal Certificate, and appropriate scripture, all in dainty lettering, with tasteful borders, while the back has a beautiful medallion, "The Angel at the Font." Nothing more artistic, chaste, and fitting has ever been published. Its only blemish is the faulty spacing for matters to be filled in with pen.-Price 15 cts. To pastors, $1.50 per dozen.




EXCHANGES.




THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY has maintained the position that it took forty years ago as the foremost journal of American thought expressed in the best form. In the number for January a new and notable novel, "The Battle of the Strong," by Mr. Gilbert Parker, was begun. It will be recalled that the Atlantic published Mr. Parker's successful "Seats of the Mighty."

Mr. F. Hopkinson Smith's stirring serial "Caleb West," which was begun in the October number, will be concluded in the number for March.

Short stories by the best writers will be a part of the contents of every number.

Essays that themselves rise to the level of literature have always formed a special feature of the Atlantic Monthly, and during the coming year there will appear essays by writers whose work the readers of the magazine already know.

To make THE Ladies' Home JOURNAL for 1898 "the best of all the years; the most cheerful and helpful magazine that a woman can possibly have in her home," is the purpose of its editors as disclosed by a prospectus outlining a few of the projected features for the coming year. While the Journal will be more useful and practical than ever before, it is made apparent that its literary features will be strengthened, and that pictorially it will be more attractive and artistic than ever.

A new "Gibson girl," drawn by the famous society artist, C. D. Gibson, makes her debut in print as the cover design for the February Ladies' Home Journal. The new "girl" is the artist's own little daughter, who, at one year of age, will be shown as drawn by her clever father.

The old style of portraying famous people through a "sketch" or biography" is to be modernized in The Ladies' Home Journal during 1898. Five of the most prominent Americans have been chosen for the departure: President McKinley, Mrs. Cleveland, Mark Twain. Joseph Jefferson and Thomas A. Edison. Each will have a special article, which will consist of about fifteen or twenty fresh, unpublished stories and anec. dotes strung together, each anecdote showing some characteristic trait or presenting a different side of the subject.

Four special pages in the February Ladies' Home Journal are devoted to explaining the way to make the home attractive. One treats of "The Draping and Dressing of Beds," another of "Buying and Arranging Bric-a-brac," a third tells "How to Make Attractive Screens," and a fourth is on "Doing Bamboo Work at Home." The illustrations make the task of following out the instructions a very easy one, so the articles are certainly practical and useful.




PAMPHLETS.




Year Book of Chicago Theological Seminary, with 80 pages of interesting information relative to our Seminary and its work-finely illustrated.

Semi-Centennial Anniversary, Beloit College, is a beautiful monograph, containing a print of the new bust of President Chapin, and the addresses and miscellany of that rare occasion in full. It is a deeply interesting contribution to Wisconsin history.

Fifty-first annual catalogue of Beloit College, with a print of the new Emerson Hall, being erected by Dr. Pearson's liberality. Fourteenth annual report of the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union, covering the work of 1897.

Report of the Tenth Annual Convention of the Young Women's Christian Associations of Wisconsin, with full accounts of this admirable work.




In a notice,two months ago. of THE DEFENDER, Fond du Lac, Wis., representing the Junior Order of United Ancient Mechanics, who, with "Our Country" for a motto, and "Principles not Men," for a creed, demand the reading of the Bible in the public schools, it was wrongly stated that the order represented 20,000 persons. It stands for over 200,000.




Farmers for Postal Banks.

Much has been heard about the demand of organized labor for the establishment of a postal savings bank system. Organized farmers are no less emphatic in asking the government to provide safe depositories for persons of small means. Farmers are not so well organized as the workingmen of the cities and do not come together in conventions and associations so frequently, but when they do, postal savings banks is generally one of the subjects discussed.

At he meeting of the Michigan State Association of Farmers' Clubs at Lansing recently a strong demand was made for the establishment of the postal savings bank system, to which all the delegates present gave their approval. On the day previous the state grange had taken similar action.

A demand which the workingmen and farmers unite in making is one to which Congress should give heed.—Chicago Record.









Rev. John Willan. II.




AUTOBIOGRAPHY, WRITTEN BY REQUEST, TO ACCOMPANY PORTRAIT IN DECEMBER ISSUE.

In April '87 Bro. Cheney and I held meetings in Lynxville, "The People were willing in the day of His power" and many were converted, more meetings were held by us and others during the summer and fall resulting in the organization of a church; and through the efforts of Mr. Bright, (a Yale student) a house of worship was erected the next year.

In the summer of '87 we also held the first Dawson Grove Camp Meeting, having Rev. J. E. Wolfe, and Robert Swayne, as preacher and singer.

The presence and power of the Holy Spirit were very manifest in the meetings; the people came from 10 miles around on week days, and as far as 20 on Sundays, when there would be at least 1,500 people to hear the Word; over 100 were converted, and as meetings were held afterwards in the Rink at Richland Center, the influence spread over the whole county, and about 800 were led to connect themselves with various churches that fall and winter.

In November of the same year, I became pastor of the first, second and third churches. We held protracted meetings in all three churches that winter and a few were converted at each place. The following summer ('88) we held the first tent meetings there, the people of Arena and Pleasant Hill uniting in buying the tent for me. Bros. Wolfe and Swayne helped again and we had much blessing. In September through Bro. Cheney's invitation the tent was set up on the banks of Jordan Lake in Adams county and in company with other ministers, we held meetings ten days; the first Sunday afternoon meeting was one of the most powerful and fruitful I ever attended, about 150 Christians and 50 unconverted coming forward at the close of the meeting, and giving me their hand, for deeper consecration, and accepting Christ.

The years '89 and '90 were spent in evangelistic work; with the tent in the summer, and in school houses and churches in the winter, many meetings were held, most of them with manifest blessing, and some with very little apparent result.

In the winter of '90 and '91 I held meetings in Jackson and Monroe counties, Sparta being our home. A protracted meeting in the village of Leon, 5 miles south of Sparta, resulted in the resurrection of the Congregational church there, and I accepted a call to become their pastor in April, preaching there three and one-half years. They bought a parsonage, where we lived very happily, being the most like home since we "forsook all" to preach the gospel. During this time work was begun at Cashton, 12 miles south of Leon, a place of 400 inhabitants with seven saloons and no preaching, resulting in the organization of a church (and building a meeting house) which has sustained the only English preaching for miles around ever since. Mr. S. A. Blair, a missionary of the A. S. S. Union, who had organized a school there, helped me in the first meetings.

In the fall of '94,having worked a little in the adjoining Kickapoo region, and seeing there was great need of preaching in many places, became a missionary of the W. H. M. Society to that district, living at Viroqua the first winter and then at Viola. I was providentially led through preaching a funeral sermon to work in the west branch of the Kickapoo, where wave after wave of blessing swept up and down the valley and over the hills, the Holy Spirit working with marked power so that men, women, young people, and children, of all classes were "born of God," their transformed lives being plain evidence of the fact. I baptized over 100 in the Kickapoo river by immersion. Four churches were organized from this work, Webster, Liberty, Manning, and Camp Creek, and two meeting houses built (Liberty and Manning.)

In the summer of '96 in company with Mr. W. W. Wheeler, missionary of the A. S. S. Union, tent meetings were held in Crawford county, on the lower Kickapoo,my family being with me we camped out, and my wife and daughter assisted in the service of song. Five places were visited, the meetings gaining in power, and many believed and turned to the Lord. Two churches (Maple Ridge and Harris Ridge) were organized that fall and one (Steuben) since.

In October I received a letter from Mr. and Mrs.Bobb,living in the northern part of Clark county saying they had no preaching in their neighborhood, and would like me to come and hold a tent meeting the next summer. Mrs. Bobb was one of my Sunday school scholars, when a little girl, and both had been converted in the meeting at Pleasant Hill eleven years before, so believing it was a Macedonian cry,"Icame with my family and held a meeting in August, also at Shortville, Withee and Granton, working jointly with the W. H. M. Society and Congregational S. S. and Publishing Society. The most fruitful meeting was in Mr. Bobbs' neighborhood, where he and his brother own a saw mill. The young converts and revived christians are getting along nicely, holding prayer meetings, Bible readings and Sunday school among themselves, I preaching there once a month on Saturday night and Sunday morning.

I am living now in Neillsville, Clark county,and holding meetings in school houses and can see a "little cloud like a man's hand," and believe there is "sound of abundance of rain." I want to give all the praise and glory to God. He gave the increase, I have found that so far as I have had my will in subjection to his will, led a consecrated, unworldly life, sought to be
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Winnebago District Convention.

[We are sorry thus to have belated this report.-Ed.] The Semi-Annual meeting of Winnebago District Convention was held Dec. 7th and 8th with the church in Plymouth, of which Rev. G. B. Hubbard is the honored pastor. Rev. David L. Holbrook was Moderator and Rev. Frank N. Dexter was Scribe. The attendance was not very large as several of our churches were not represented, but Plymouth people, always appreciative of good things, attended the sessions in large numbers, and the speakers had good audiences. The Devotional services, led by Bros. Beardsley and Rowland, were marked by unusual warmth. Reports from churches were, with few exceptions, encouraging, and the Kingdom of Christ is spreading.

The Program Committee wisely imported assistance from outside our Convention, and Rev. J. T. Chynoweth of Sheboygan, gave a very thoughtful address on "What is the Church For?"

Rev. W. J. Zerbes, a German Baptist pastor, converted from Romanism, told us "How I Came to Become an Evangelical Christian." The Ladies of the Church served supper in the church parlors on Tuesday evening. A very pleasant feature of the after supper hour was the exhibition of a Gramophone by Delegate Woodhouse, of Springvale, which rendered reproductions of music by noted artists.

Tuesday evening's session began with a Song Service and was followed by the Associational sermon by retiring Moderator, Rev. C. A. Chambers of Dartford..

Pastor Faville spoke on "The Present Condition of the Temperance Reform in our State. What is Practicable in its Prosecution?" He showed clearly growth in Temperance sentiment among individuals, but along with it, the growing power of the saloon, which he maintained was never so strongly intrenched among us as at present.

Dr. Kidder, by means of charts, diagrams, and letters from representatives of other denominations presented the subject, "Forces at Work for the Evangelization of Wisconsin." Secretaries Carter,Haun,Hitchcock and Davison ably presented Home Missions, Sunday School Work, Foreign Missions, and the Sabbath Reform. Agents Doe and Lathrop plead eloquently for Ripon College and Ashland Academy. Rev. W. B. Millard presented a paper on "Wide Reading a Condition of Pulpit Success."

Thursday evening Rev. David L. Holbrook led a song service, and Evangelist J. R. Pratt spoke on the Work of the Holy Spirit.

All the sessions were characterized by a spirit of warm devotion.

A business matter of much more than passing interest was the action of the Convention in reference to Rev., E. H. Smith, pastor of the First Church of Oshkosh, who several years ago was disfellowshipped by the Convention because of alleged heresy. At the Depere meeting the former action of the Convention was rescinded and Rev. E. H. Smith was cordially invited to become a member again in the usual way, ie: by signing the constitution This he has declined to do, giving to the Convention no reason, and so he has remained, because of his own action, or lack of action, outside our body.

At this meeting in Plymouth, Oshkosh First was ably represented by a delegate, who presented a very able and lengthy memorial, showing that that church is in hearty accord with Congregational principles and doctrines, and that Rev. E. H. Smith is, and for many years has been, an acceptable and uncommonly useful pastor, and stating that he is substantially in accord with the doctrinal standards of our churches. The church therefore prayed that its past r be restored to his former standing.

Delegate Albright, of Oshkosh First, strongly maintained that the action of the Depere Meeting in rescinding the former action had really restored Mr. Smith to his old standing, and that the clause of the Depere Resolution inviting him to become a member was illogical, as, the former action being rescinded, he was by that action restored to membership. This position appearing reasonable, and logical, it was voted to rescind that part of the Depere Resolution inviting him to become a member; it appearing that the Depere action had already virtually restored him to his ministerial standing.

It might be well to add that when the new constitution was adopted, it was provided that old members could either sign the Constitution or not, as they pleased. That refusal to sign the new one, would not result in loss of standing. Some of our pastors, as a matter of fact, declined to sign. Rev. Mr. Smith chose to remain among this number. Thus happily closes a very unpleasant chapter in our Convention history.




F. N. DEXTER.









The Congregational Home Missionary Society.




BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK,

Rev. Joseph B. Clark, D.D., Rev. Washington Choate, D.D., Secretaries. 
                 William B. Howland, Treasurer. 





North Wisconsin District.




REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE, Superintendent, Ashland, Wis. President, REV. C. C. CAMPBELL, Treasurer, REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE. REV. R. W. MCLAUGHLIN, (Vice-President,) S. E. LATHROP, D. L. WIGGINS, Esq., Committee.




The Annual Meeting.




Our North Wisconsin Home Missionary Society held its annual meeting on Feb. 8th. The Society comprises twelve members chosen by the churches lying within the missionary district, one-third of them each year. We have now forty organized churches that are represented in the society.

At the annual meeting the entire list of missions is gone over and considered sereatim and the policy of the Society as well as, to a considerable extent, the particular administration in regard to individual fields, is decided.

We had hoped for some increase of our apportionment for the ensuing year, but in this we are disappointed, and therefore are not only cut off from entering new fields, but will be compelled to withdraw from some now occupied, and to combine under one pastor churches that need and want two.




THE BUTTERNUT AND PARK FALLS churches have suffered not a little on account of having had no pastor for some months. The hinderance to calling one seems now to be happily overcome, at least for the most part, and almost, if not quite, the entire influential part of the community where the hitch has been is cordially united in asking for a minister. The Rev. E. L. Morse, now at Tomah, is visiting the field and considering the question of taking pastoral care of this important and rather difficult work. Mr. Morse's valuable record in Wisconsin is warrant for his ability and devotion to his ministry.




AMERY AND CLEAR LAKE. These are the two only churches left in Wisconsin, not yoked together while being so located as to make yoking possible. Nothing but the inexorable necessity, caused by lack of money, makes the yoking, now proposed. any way expedient. The larger church vigorously objects to the union because the people feel they need, and that very urgently, the entire time and service of a pastor. Both churches feel the serious objection and harm that is inevitable. Happily, they are determined to accept the situation with a good grace and try to sustain their work with as little loss of efficiency as possible.

Who the minister will be is not yet evident; indeed on this practical matter arises the first hitch.




Sunday School Department.

Rev. Geo. C. Haun, Superintendent, Madison, Wis.

SUPREME NEEDS IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Our efficient State Superintendent of Sunday School Work, has most wisely, it would seem, broadened his Sunday School column to include the needs of the home as well as those of the outlying districts. Surely there can be no doubting the fact that our Sunday Schools are not merely too few and too small, but are all too unfaithful to the work they are expected to do. Moreover, if it is true, (as stated in the admirable editorial in the November "CHURCH LIFE,") that "a very large part of the more discreet and weighty membership of our churches has been led to choose as the field of their strongest efforts and most earnest thought, other departments of Christian activity than that of the Sunday School," if this be true -and we feel certain it is-then is it high time that the question be raised whether our supreme need is not better rather than more Sunday Schools.

It may seem unfortunate that the writer should be the one to open this column to the needs of the home Sunday School, but if he can succeed in emphasizing and in directing increased attention to Professor Chandler's article above mentioned, and so in helping to prepare the way for an adequate conception of the real end of the Sunday School, and the importance of its methods, he will be fortunate indeed.

It will be great gain when our Sunday School workers learn that the "real end is to educate, and that all other efforts have place only as means to that end." Hitherto it has been thought that the real end of Sunday School teaching was to bring scholars to a confession of Christ. We have begun to realize that a Christian life is vastly more than a confession. Hitherto it has been supposed that the ideal Sunday School teacher was the one who never failed to twist the lesson around to a personal question concerning salvation; and consequently, the ideal schedule of Sunday School lessons was the one that offered the greatest opportunity for the question "Do you believe?" The writer recently met a Sunday School teacher who had "nothing to do" in her class because all her boys were Christians! It is to be hoped they were angels too!

Are we beginning to see that the boy who has simply made a




confession of Christ has only come to Kadesh Barnea, and if possibie, is in direr need of Sunday School education than ever he was before? Are we beginning to realize that our supreme need in the Sunday School today is a purpose, and a method. of Bible study which seeks nurture and knowledge primarily? Have we long enough pursued the hit or miss method which our Public School system abandoned decades ago?

Part of the purpose of this article is to invite a discussion of needs and methods. Hence the writer states categorically what he will be pleased to see challenged and discussed. Our needs:

1. Study of Bible. Asking and answering questions, according to the number in the quarterly, is anything but Sunday School teaching. From some statistics personally gathered, it seems safe to assert that not fifty per cent of the scholars in Wisconsin Sunday Schools ever look into a Bible! Possibly this estimate is high; more probably it is too low. Lesson helps are valuable as servants, but alas for the school or the teacher who helplessly serves them. Our chief need is Bible study.

2. A second need is intelligent, comprehensive, historical,in a word, adequate, bible study. It might be difficult to define or illustrate these terms, but it is certainly true that our methods have become all too inadequate. Any mere textual or local study, any unhistorical spiritualizing of Old Testament poems and prophecies, psalms and dramas, will be inadequate.

3. That method is best which secures the most comprehensive knowledge of the Bible as the history book of the world's redemption. Bible history and literature are legitimate features of a Sunday School curriculum. The International system was a great gain. But the average scholar only spends about three years in the Sunday school; (if it were true that he did spend seven years the point would still hold good;) and to set before him for one whole quarter year the character of a man, who at any rate, had 600 wives, is a criminal waste o time.

4. Our schools need a graded lesson system. The very chief blessing of the International system is its uniform lessons. But the public school teacher that should presume to advocate that a kindergarten class, an intermediate class, and an adult class, should all have the same lesson, (twenty verses from Genesis or John) would not be permitted to teach in any public school in Wisconsin. Either our best educators are, and have been for years' utterly wrong in their fundamental principles of education, or else any uniform lessons for all grades is hopelessly inadequate. Because a steam car was a wonderful improvemeut over the stage, must God's truth refuse to travel by telegraph? Moreover, may it not be true that some doctrines, like Mark 9:48, are not adapted to Primary teaching? At any rate it is certain that a large majority of the superintendents of Wisconsin are now in favor of graded lessons, and sooner or later graded lessons are coming.

5. Finally we need to get the scholars to study the lessons. In one Sunday school, where a year ago not fifteen per cent of the scholars pretended to study, now about ninety per cent study lessons involving the use of the bible. This was partly accomplished by the use of the Blakislee system, (despite its many imperfections,) and partly by a method of marking in each class: Each scholar is marked on a basis of one hundred, each Sunday. Presence counts fifty, bringing bibles to class counts twenty-five, and writing out lessons twenty-five. The class which has the highest percentage each month receives a book to retain for one month; and then to present to the Sunday school library, duly inscribed. This plan with some variations has been quite successful the past year. Last month every class but one stood above seventy, and the method seems worthy of a trial. In conclusion, one of our chief needs in Sunday School work is an adequate realization of our needs. The most discouraging feature of all is the idea that we are doing well enough; the most hopeful fact is the growing conviction that we need new methods and a new birth of activity and enterprise. This does not mean quack methods, but it does mean modern educational methods. When eighty per cent of the superintenderts in the Beloit District, say in effect, "our present methods are too ancient and inadequate," surely one wants to hear what methods they believe are needed and will be helpful. It is our earnest hope that some of the successful superintendents may be heard from in these columbs.

With gratitude to Superintendent Haun for this generous, though sudden, privilege, the writer respectfully submits these somewhat random suggestions to a thoughtful_consideration. C. A. OSBORNE, Lake Geneva.

NOTE. All correspondence relating to this department should be sent to Rev. Geo. C. Haun, Madison.









A New Companion Every Week.

Fifty-two times a year THE YOUTH'S COMPANION goes into the homes of every one of its subscribers. Fifty-two times a year it brings to the fireside the best though of the best minds in Europe and America. Coming every week, there is a delightful freshness and timeliness to its contents. THE COMPANION keeps always in touch with current events. Its editorial utterances and its notes on new topics of interest in nature and science are always abreast of the times. Fifty-two numbers are scarcely sufficient to contain all the stories, special articles, and other reading already provided for COMPANION readers during 1898.

Among the eminent writers for the new volume whose contributions are already in hand are Mr. Gladstone, Lord Dufferin, Speaker Reed, the Duke of Argvll, Senator Hoar, Senator Lodge, Justin McCarthy, Professor Shaler, John Burroughs Percival Lowell, Rudyard Kipling, W. D. Howells, Mary E. Wilkins, Captain Mahan and Lieutenant Peary.

Present readers of THE COMPANION who renew their subscriptions, and new subscribers will receive free a beautiful goldembossed calendar, printed in twelve colors. It is one of the richest and costliest calendars ever printed. Those who subscribe now will receive THE COMPANION every week from the time the subscription is received until January, 1899. A handsome illustrated announcement of THE COMPANION'S contents for 1898 will be sent free to any one addressing THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, Boston, Mass.




Every true-edged stone is a part of God's temple.




Bach was of an intensely organized musical temperament. His genius was of the greatest possible character. As a virtuoso he not only played upon the organ, the clavecin, and the violin better than most of his contemporaries, and upon the organ probably better than any; he also created works in these three departments which held the attention of his own time to an astonishing degree, considering the meager means of communication among men; works which still remain, in our time, the indispensible corner-stones of the literature of these three instruments. The violinist gets a large part of his mastery through the sonatas of Bach for violin solo; the organist learns his art from Bach, and the pianist finds the Well Tempered Clavier and many other works of Bach written for the clavecin, of indispensible importance for the development of intelligent playing. From Music. -(Music Publishing Co., Auditorium Tower, Chicago.)




The knee bent in true prayer straightens for true work.




The Scientific Catarrh Inhaler, which treats local catarrh with medicated air, is an invention which should be welcomed by all sufferers from this disease. It is of course equally efficacious for pains in the head, resulting from catarrh, or deafness, or buzzing and roaring in the head, bronchitis, sore throat, asthma and hay fever. These local diseases are best reached and most quickly and effectively cured by local application. The medicated air penetrates all the minute cells of the parts affected, and spreads itself out over every membrane and is absorbed by every tissue. Hence the disease is reached in all its hiding places. It is superior to any similar remedy offered to the public for cold in the head. It is also so simple that any child can use it. It is cheap. Read Dr. E. J. Worst's advertisement on this page.
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Nothing with God left out of it can permanently help God's poor.









Bicycle riders unite in praise of Pond's Extract as a reliever of strained muscles and soreness resulting from long and hard riding.




:




God's paradises are often marked "deserts" on human maps.




You've a bite! Don't scratch it, but apply Pond's Extract.




Casper Cashbox never looks at the sky except to guess at the weather.




All nations serve God-in chains of penalty, or robes of rejoicing.

Were a beggar not welcome to Christ's kingdom, it would not be worth a king's while to enter it.

There are some people who call Christ the Great Physician. but they want to pick out their medicines for themselves.

I could never divide myself from any man upon the difference of opinion, or be angry with his judgment for not agreeing in that from which, within a few days, I might dissent myself.-Sir Thomas Browne.

Death to the lower self is the nearest gate and the quickest road to life.-Henry Drummond.

Wasted time, and now doth time waste me.-Shakespeare.

Joy is half the banquet. 
Anger meets Sorrow ere many a mor 





row.




Who finds his home a haven needs no other harbor.




FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper.

CURES BY INHALATION, And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y. Nov. 16, 1897. "It cured me in three days of a stubborn congh. 1 believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS, ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheumatism." W. C. DANNALSON ISAAC MILLER, Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.]
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Rochester




THE title to the property of this new institution is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and WIS., work. It will make a specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel men to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other Aret-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship, will be its alm.

Bead greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




W. S. AXTELL, A. M., Principal.




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Girls and boys develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. MCCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager. W. B. KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and OHIME BELLS.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosphical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees or A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Its Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is tu charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east. The judicious physical training of each stu dent is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opens Sept, 14, 1897. Address President Baton or Principal Burr Bole.









VOL. IV.




THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




BELOIT, WISCONSIN, MARCH, 1898.




DATES TO REMEMBER. FEB. 20-Municipal Reform Sunday.

FEB. 23-Lenten Season begins.

MARCH 30-31-Winnebago District C.

E. Convention, Fond du Lac.




APRIL 10-Easter Sunday.

APRIL 17-Sabbath Observance Sun

day W. C. T. U., preceded by a week of prayer.

MAY 22-Pentecost.




MAY 30-Decoration Day.

JUNE 12-Children's Sunday.




WILLARD W. WHEELER.

(Missionary and Hero.)




ORGAN OF THE 
        THE . . . 





CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.




NO. 5.
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POND'S PATENTS

EXTRACT

Is the REPAIR KIT for all




ACCIDENTS.




Unequaled for Quickly Healing 
Lameness and Soreness of 
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, 





Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir- 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year: four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 


MUNN&Co.361Broadway. New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.
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Owns and operates 6,154 miles of 
    thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
      IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
   Missouri, Minnesota, 
      South Dakota, 


North Dakota and the Up

per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSING 
 CENTRAL 
  LINES 





A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages,

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'1. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. Jas. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





Between the Days.

Between the days-the weary days- 
 He drops the darkness and the dews; 
Over tired eyes His hand He lays, 


 And strength, and hope, and life renews. 
  Thank God for rest between the days! 
Else who could bear the battle's stress, 
  Or who withstand the tempest's shocks? 
Who thread the dreary wilderness 


 Among the pitfalls and the rocks, 
 Came not the night with folded flocks? 
The white light scorches; and the plain 
  Stretches before us, parched with heat. 
But, by and by, the fierce beams wane; 
  And lo! the nightfall, cool and sweet, 
  With dews to bathe the aching feet! 


For He remembereth our frame! 
  Ever for this I render praise. 
Oh, tender Master, slow to blame 
  The falterer on Life's stony ways- 
  Abide with us-between the days! 
-Emma Herrick Weed, in Parish Visitor. 
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"If any little word of mine

 May make a life the brighter, 
If any little song of mine 


 May make a heart the lighter, 
God help me speak the little word, 
  And take my bit of singing, 
And drop it in some lonely vale 
  To set the echoes ringing." 





A Few "Don'ts."

Don't neglect your secret prayer and Bible study, and then wonder why you have no power with God or souls.

  Don't call jealousy watchfulness. 
  Don't call quarrelling earnestness. 
  Don't call covetousness economy. 
  Don't call stubbornness firmness. 
  Don't call fretfulness nervousness. 
  Don't say you are humble when you 
are bound to have your own way. 


Don't say you are filled with the Spirit, unless you have the fruit of the Spirit. Don't say you are all for Jesus, when you seldom give one dollar to His cause. EVANGELIST CHARLES W. MCCROSSAN.




COMPLETE




WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.




W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 





Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
                               REV. DR. O, M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
                                            President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., III. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 33 Sts., Louisilla Ky. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                               One fee registers in both offices 
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Educational Department.




College Fun.




This is a subject concerning which the parents and friends of the young people gathered in the various Colleges of the country possibly need some instructions from the inside. These young people are assembled and are sustained at large expense for one of the most serious of all tasks. They should give themselves to it with a sober and constant purpose. The spirit of fun and play should sink into a very subordinate place. So parents are apt to reason.

But does not such a line of reasoning imply an expectation that young people simply by going to College are to be utterly changed in nature. Whereas before they were full of frolic, now they are to become staid and orderly. Such an expectation, of course, cannot be realized. It is against nature. Indeed the assembling of young people apart from the restraints to which they have been accustomed in a new environment and atmosphere often serves to quicken within them the love of fun. It is useless to denounce this spirit or to attempt to put narrow restraints on its expression. If the fun be of the right kind and finds orderly expression we want it in College in abundant measure. It lightens work, promotes friendly and helpful inintercourse and keeps College life healthful and health-giving.

"If it be of the right kind and finds orderly expression." A very important condition. There is a low and despicable order of fun, and it is liable to prevail in college circles. Even Solomon, or some one in Solomon's name, found occasion to say: "As the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of fools." Attempts to provoke the laughter of fools is also like the crackling of thorns under a pot. There is hardly any vainer thing, from some points of view but few sadder things, than low and foolish sport. I hardly know whether a man can be best told by the kind of thing he laughs at, or by the kind of thing he gets angry at. Put both of them together and you have certainly a valuable index to character. A college boy unfurls his colors in no more certain by the attitude he assumes toward college fun. Since there are different kinds of fun we shall need to discriminate. In the first place there is that spirit of play that finds its normal expression in bodily activity, in running, jumping, rowing, knocking, pushing. The college boy has mixed his brains with his play and the result is the highly organized games of base-ball, foot-ball, tennis; and now golf appears on the horizon. These are perfectly natural and necessary developments which could not, probably, by any known means have been arrested or materially changed. In the second place there are the various pleasantries that occur in the daily intercourse of college life, finding




way




than




NO. 5.




Thus




expression in verbal attack and repartee, in thrust and parry, in the creation of ridiculous situations and predicaments. Declaim against them as we may we cannot put an end to them. Such pleasantries are sure to have a luxuriant development among college young people. They are young people, young people drawn together as strangers and forming a community by themselves. Of course they will want to try each others wit. arises a very useful form of discipline. If a young man has weaknesses or foibles which his friends at home have been too blind to see, or too weak to correct, in college he will be taken in hand; especially will this be the case if he happens to have a bump of conceit that is peculiarly mountainous. Rarely does a boy get through college without having such a bump brought down to a level.

A third form of the spirit of fun must receive separate mention. It is the form that longs to express itself in extraordinary and startling ways, fitted, it is hoped, to convulse the whole community. Students, especially some students, burn to perpetrate some astonishing piece of chicanery that will make the whole college heavens blaze with the splendor of their wit. Sometimes I think that the reason for this towering ambition is a sense offailure in the humbler arts of merry making. The probability is that the young man who pines to put a calf in the belfry, or yearns to turn over all the side-walks in the campus, or perform some other act equally suited to split the sides of city and country, does not possess the brightest intellect in the world. He has not yet arrived at the point where he can with assurance distinguish between a thing that is really funny and one that is only coarse and rowdyish. He could not make a good joke, or a happy repartee to save his life. At least

this is the writer's theory.

In view of these discriminations there are several

things to be said about college fun. First of all the field for its legitimate exercise is ample. No fun-loving student needs to be shut up in a corner or put into a strait-jacket. Athletics alone furnishes a large outlet. Athletics should be cultivated, and some excesses in their practice possibly excused,

for the reason that they constitute such a natural and sufficient vent for the exuberant spirits of young students. It is easy to criticise foot-ball, but when the alternative presented for choice is foot-ball or mischievous outbreaks one cannot long hesitate. Foot-ball with all its evils is better than hazing, and lacking the one we are pretty sure to have the other or something equally as bad. Parents and friends of the young people should remember this aspect of the case when they are moved to find fault with the authorities for allowing a game which seems so liable to run to excess. College boys must have their sport; nothing of a namby-pamby order will satisfy them or ought to satisfy them. But parents and all others may be assured that the faculties of our Christian colleges will do all they can to keep college sports free from degrading tendencies.









Editorial.




Those who are interested in church work are confronted with many problems when they come to a consideration of the question of how to put more vitality into church life. The consideration of existing conditions necessarily leads us to consider why some of them exist. I think I am justified in saying that one of the most discouraging things we have to meet with is the doubt which persons in every community seem to entertain about the honesty of many in the church. "There's so much sham about a good deal of your religion," they tell us. "You have excellent preachers in the church but very poor practicers. It disgusts us to hear this one or that one get up in prayer-meeting, or before the public, and make pretensions which, if lived up to, would make perfect persons of them. It disgusts us because we know,-and they know, and they know we know it;-that they do not come anywhere near the standard they set up. They seem to be 'pillars in the church' because they are always prominent, always in the front rank when there's talking to do, but-we do not see that their religion goes deep enough to make them consistent Christians." Now, such strictures are severe, but-can we deny the truth of them? Isn't it the fact that a church is largely judged by the community in which it exists by just such persons as these? And isn't it a fact,-a lamentable one,—that a great many things are said at social and public meetings which are of the sounding brass and tinkling cymbal order? I honestly believe that the person who gets up in prayer-meeting and makes statements about "entire consecration" and wonderful experiences in religious life, and then apparently forgets all about such things until next meeting night, does more harm in any community than the most confirmed skeptic does, or can. How can such a person effectively combat the charge of religious cant? Can he hope to convince persons outside the church that the difference between his profession and his life doesn't convict him of inconsistencies which gives his religion the appearance of sham, to a great extent? No, no!

But where is the remedy for the evil? I'll tell you: It lies in getting men and women to live their religion rather than talk it. (Don't get the idea that I mean that persons should not get together and talk about religion. That's one of the things they ought to do, but it should be about religion as a principle, and the application of it to life, not about "my religion!") "Talk's cheap," is a slang phrase, but it is an effective one. It's a good deal easier to pretend we are something than it is to be something, but it's the being rather than the pretending that tells. If we want to impress our neighbors with the fact that we are Christians, -if we want to make object-lessons of ourselves,we've got to be Christians all the week, and everywhere. If we do that it will not be necessary to sound a trumpet in the public places to call attention to it. It will be found out quickly enough. Actions preach more effective sermons than words ever do. Let us lay more stress on making an active business of Christianity than on making a profession of it.




*




Another hindrance in the development of a really healthy, helpful church life seems to me to be in the




intolerance which exists in many, if not most, of our churches. So many of us are confident that we are right, and those who do not see things just as we do are all wrong! And if any one differs with us sion at all times and places until we make bores and on any point, we are sure to bring it up for discusstumbling blocks of ourselves, and very often we kill the spirituality of a meeting because we insist on lugging in our pet beliefs and doctrines where they never ought to be allowed to intrude. I have in mind a church made up largely of well-meaning people, but unfortunately intolerance has a strong foothold there, and there is no such thing as harmony, simply because a few insist that the rest of them ought to believe just as they do, on all points, important or otherwise. If they do not, they are

"unsound." Now I do not believe that because the facts about Jonah and the whale, and is honest Brother A isn't quite clear in his own mind as to enough to say so, he ought to be branded as a skeptic. He simply doesn't know, and in saying so he is telling the truth about himself. But Brother B claims that he ought to know, and if he had the faith he should have, he would know. A good many of us believe that there are a good many things worried over by such persons which are of no great importance, one way or the other, and we fail to see the wisdom of laying so much stress on them, and neglecting the things which are of importance. Why trouble ourselves over the things none of us can be sure about, when there is enough we can all understand to answer all purposes of the Christian life? Tennyson says truly that there is "more faith in honest doubt




*




than in half the creeds," and the man or important than putting the principles of right livwoman who insists that blind credulity is more ing into religious life does more harm to the church than can be calculated. Such persons may be honest in their assertions, but I cannot rid myself of the conviction that they do not fully understand may believe what I do not know. So long, then, the difference between belief and knowledge. I

as I do not know why should I insist that others shall believe as I do? Do not magnify molehills into mountains, and thereby lose sight of the vital principles of religious life. I presume that I lay myself open to a charge of heterodoxy in saying that I believe a knowledge of what the Golden Rule means is of much more importance than a knowledge of who wrote the Book of Kings. Get the principle embodied in that rule into your life and you cannot be far out of the way. Indeed, you will be in the way, the right way, even if you have to confess to a lack of positive convictions about the non-essential things of religion and its history. I would make my interpretation of the rule a broad one, and the term, "others," should be all-inclusive, and mean God, as well as man. If we were to square our lives by this rule, so interpreted, it would be an easy matter to lift the church to a higher plane of spirituality and usefulness, and all men would be brothers in fact as well as in name. What we need is more practical, common-sense Christianity and less of the theoretical and dogmatic sort. More working at the important things of religion, and less bickering, less argument, about the minor matters of it. This is the age of action rather than the age of speculation. To continue to ring the changes on creeds and dogmas, on individual beliefs and prejudices, is to hinder the progress of spiritual and religious life, but to put the principles of right living into daily practice is to hasten the millenium.




"When love will be ... The universal law, well kept."




EBEN E. REXFORD,












W. W. Wheeler, Missionary Hero. the state to collect funds from the students and




Few, possibly, would so designate the quiet, unassuming man who forms the subject of this sketch, yet rarely is a life more heroic.

Willard W. Wheeler, son of Henry and Matilda Morgan Wheeler, was born in Alleghany Co., New York, February 15, 1838. His missionary spirit, especially his deep interest in the lowly and oppressed, may have been inherited, for his father was a strong anti-slavery man, who in the early days broke with his own church because of its slavery affiliations.

When nineteen Mr. Wheeler was converted and began to use his gifts so as to attract the attention of his friends who urged him to seek an education. With only seventy-five cents in his pocket he arrived at Oberlin purposing to work his way through college. Finney, then at the height of his power, without doubt deepened the religious life and missionary purpose of the young man.

One vacation Mr. Wheeler spent as missionary of the A. M. A. in Evansville, Indiana, and another as missionary teacher in Canada among the refugees.

It was while a student at Oberlin occurred the celebrated "Wellington Rescue Case." The conditions prevailing at Oberlin at the time were highly electrical and when a serious attempt was made to capture and take back into servitude an escaping slave, there was a tremendous shock. In the darkness without, while the recapture was being made, holding the horse that carried the slave to freedom, was the student Wheeler.




His




The war broke into his studies and in May, 1861, he responded to the first call for three year's men, enlisting in the Seventh Ohio Volunteers. company was made up of students. August 26 he was captured and spent ten months in southern prisons, at Richmond, New Orleans and Salisbury. Broken in health, he was, upon his release, discharged from the army. He sought to finish his college course but his health was too severely shattered. Soon after he married Miss Ellen Topping, and together they joined the band of heroic teachers who under the A. M. A. went south to labor among the liberated slaves. Their first school was Harper's Ferry, salary $22 a month with government rations, where they had as night scholars some of the men who had been with John Brown in his ill-fated enterprise. Upon capture of the place by Confederates the young teachers escaped on foot in the darkness.

In the fall of 1865 they were sent to Berea, Kentucky, where Revs. John G. Fee and J. A. R. Rogers had planted a flourishing academy somewhere in the "fifties." Just before the war these men with

their families had been driven from their homes and the state. At the close of the war the academy was reopened with Mr. Wheeler as one of the teachers. The academy was subsequently changed into a college. The admission of colored children, there as elsewhere, aroused a storm of opposition which was fierce and long continued.

In 1871 Mr. Wheeler went into another part of




their friends for the college. He had completed his work and expected to leave the next morning. While returning from prayer meeting he was fired upon by some men. Escaping in the darkness he returned to the hotel where were his wife and little

child. About midnight there was heard the tramp of heavy feet upon the stairway. "What is that,” asks the startled wife. "It is the Kuklux and they are coming for me" was the answer. There was a pounding upon the door. Time was asked to

dress. "Oh, you will not need to dress," was the rough answer. He was immediately hurried out to a lonely spot where the effort was made to induce him to leave the state and the work. A rope was called for and hangi g threatened. Possibly something in the calm, fearless bearing of the man may have impressed the rough men for one of them proposed flogging instead. They threw him across a log and laid upon his bare back fifty-three stripes with hickory whips. Upon receiving the promise that he would leave the place the next morning, which he was willing to make having already made arrangements to do so, they let him go. Nearly thirty years later while the recent preparations were being made for burial there were noticed seams and scars, the marks of the terrible scourgings. Surely he bore "branded" in his body the "marks of Jesus."

Ten years of missionary work were spent in the South, six more among the Menominees of this state where in the Keshena boarding school he was very successful as teacher. Another year he was with the Indians in Dakota.

Ten more very successful years were spent as missionary of the Sunday School Union in this state, where perhaps his most fruitful work has been done. The destitute rural regions appealed to him strongly and he was tireless in his efforts in their behalf. In a recent letter he thus summed up his ten years of service: "190 Sunday schools with 6812 scholars and 696 teachers." "293

schools reorganized." "945 Bibles distributed." "888 who have publicly pledged themselves to the Christian life." "21 communities where churches have grown out of Sunday-schools." "Three churches practically dead revived."

Two years ago Mr. Wheeler discovered a region in Crawford Co., which while unusually destitute was very promising. Seven Sunday-schools were soon organized. A two months campaign was marked out for the Gospel tent. The cooperation of the W. H. M. S. was secured, also Rev. John Willan with other representatives of the Home Missionary Society joined in the work. Into this campaign Mr. Wheeler threw his whole energies, personally canvassing for funds for the new tent, and was a very important factor in the work that resulted in three churches Maple Ridge, Harris Ridge and Steuben. It was in the closing week of his shoulder dislocated causing him pain as long this campaign that the tent was blown down and




as he lived.




Though never ordained Mr. Wheeler was a preacher whose earnest words won many to better (CONTINUED ON PAGE 71.)
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"Each man, now, is Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. both; at the end of his career each man will have become either Dr. Jekyll or Mr. Hyde."

"The greatest of saints is made out of the biggest of sinnersPaul out of Saul; most of us are such little sinners that it is scarcely worth while to convert us into saints."

"There is a great deal of gospel in a loaf of bread if, in the spirit of the Master, you put it where the hungry sinner can get it."

"All men are religious because we can't help that; not all men are Christians, because we can help that."

"The love of money is the root of all evil, yet we love the root and we all go around rooting for the root with all our might." -Robert Nourse.




of unpaid subscriptions, he unexpectedly received $8.00 on back dues. Unusual but not unjust.




Secretary Shelton reports a general response to the request sent out from our national headquarters for the time and method by which our Wisconsin pastors make their annual collections for Home Missions. The object is to increase system and interest. Literature and envelopes will be furnished when desired. Send to the Beloit office for the latter. Note that Secretary Shelton's letter head says "contributions in auxiliary states should be sent to the state treasury." Treasurer Blackman is able and willing to handle largely increased offerings.




The Wisconsin Christian Alliance held its first quarterly rally in the Baptist Church at Janesville Tuesday, Feb. 15.

Rev. J. G. Blue, of Waukesha, presented a paper on "Church Unity," Rev. Wm. Rollins, D. D., of Evansville, gave an address on "The Reunion of Christendom," and Rev. Perry Miller, of Milwau kee, spoke upon "The Power of the United Church."

The sessions were of interest and benefit, although not so largely attended as would have been the case with more thorough advertising in the city and surrounding towns. This organization is too important and vital to the state's highest welfare to have its light hid under a bushel. See our last issue for statistics.




A Campaign of Conquest.

The Congregationalist for Feb. 17, gives a column and a half from District Missionary Dexter under the above heading, upon "The new policy of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society."

In the same issue appears a commendatory editorial of over a column in length upon the article, so that a chance meeting upon the train of Mr. Dexter and the editor has resulted in this full and discriminating emphasis of our new policy. The editor rightly states that "It is not novel in the sense that home missionary work in other states is not conducted to a large extent on a similar




The death of Rev. Lem. Phillips, at Waukesha, very suddenly on Jan. 26, is another sore bereavement to Wisconsin. Brother Phillips has been for twenty-six years among us, and was the Nestor of Welsh Congregationalism in Wisconsin. Next month we hope to present to our readers his por- basis," (and had been so conducted in Wisconsin trait and a sketch of his life.




OUR CHURCH LIFE would like to receive regularly, in exchange, every local Congregational paper published in Wisconsin. We now receive two or three, and a scantily occasional copy of others. We are aware that others are issued, which we should be pleased to receive.




A file of the old Home Missionary Bulletin is still desired; and the Hartford Seminary Record is available at half price, at the Beloit office.




One pastor writes that long after leaving a certain field having "donated" a considerable amount




with Rev. R. L. Cheney as General Missionary for eight years before.-Ed.) but the Wisconsin plan is putting renewed emphasis on principles, that while generally accepted, have not always been made to tell in practical ways."

In judging of the fruitage of the policy the long and successful service of Mr. Cheney, and of others must be considered. And too, while the campaign document of 1895 was "issued" by the Secretary, it was drawn up by Professor Blaisdell, the President of the Society, and the inaugurator as well as the inspiration of the new emphasis and of the forward movement.

We are grateful to the Congregationalist for thus widely and sympathetically calling attention to the Wisconsin policy. H. W. C.












OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Pastor Marden Called Home.
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ministry without special training, except in God's school, and is an illustration of a type of "untrained," but devoted and successful ministers. His crown has many stars.

His funeral service was conducted Feb. 4, at the White Creek church by Rev. J. A. Thomas of Friendship, assisted by four pastors of neighboring churches, after which the body was taken by his brother Charles for interment in the home cemetery at Ithaca.

"Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them." C.




[image: [graphic]]


f




Rev. Alfred C. Marden, the devoted Home Missionary of Adams county, dropped dead in his home at White Creek, in the early morning of Feb. 1. He had experienced premonitions of the end, which resulted from paralysis and heart trouble. Recently he had said, "my day's work is done at noon," and his last sentence the night before his death was, "I know not what hour my Lord shall come, but that will be joy for me."

Bro. Marden was born in New Hampshire 48 years ago, and moved to Ithaca, Richland county, in 1856. He united with the church at 12 years of age. Under his pastor, Father S. Spyker, long the honored pastor of the Ithaca church, he began missionary work in the region of his home, and was finally ordained to the ministry in 1889. He led in the organization of the Neptune church and in the erection of its building, serving as its pastor for two years.

In 1891 he began his long and useful pastorate at White Creek, Quincy and Easton, recently serving also New Chester, Janesville and Diamond School House. Long rides and wearing work were involved, but his genial self-sacrifice and wise loyalty never failed. Outside of his regular parish he was widely known and always warmly esteemed. His faithful labors in Lemonweir Convention, and in the Adams County Union Sabbath School Association of which he was one of the fathers and chief promoters, will be greatly missed and mourned. He leaves a wife and two daughters, one a young woman and the other entering young womanhood, who have the deep sympathy that befits a pastor and family so useful and so beloved.

Brother Marden came from the farm to the




(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 69.)

lives. There was ever in them a tenderness, a kindness, a vivid perception of the living Christ that made his public addresses very impressive.

He did not often allude to his more trying experiences, yet occasionally, by request, he would describe his prison life or his even more trying ordeal at the hands of the Kuklux. His enthusiasm would kindie as he described his first sight of "Old Glory" after ten months imprisonment, and the word would go around "boys we are going home." Very impressive was his testimony to the presence of Christ in his still more trying ordeal. He was not naturally a brave man, he said, but there came such an overwhelming sense of the presence of Christ that all fear was taken away and his soul was filled with peace beyond expression.

The last two years his strength began to break and he was obliged occasionally to take longer resting spells, but he worked all the harder. With feverish persistency he crowded the last few months with almost continuous revival meetings in connection with his fellow worker, A. D. Maes. His closing campaign at Towerville in Crawford county was very successful. His last sermon was preached at Ferryville in the same county, January 23, from the text "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me," illustrating with a magnet the drawing power of Christ. He spoke for nearly an hour with great impressiveness. He was not well when he went to Ferryville and was obliged to leave in the midst of the work for his home in Beloit, where, cared for by his wife and sons, he suffered with pneumonia and old weaknesses for just a week, when upon Thursday, February 3, he passed to his rest and reward. His funeral was held in the First Congregational church, Beloit, February 5, his pastor, Dr.

Leavitt, F. G. Ensign and A. D. Maes, of the Sunday School Union and Rev. R. L. Cheney bearing testimony to his great worth and usefulness. R. L. CHENEY.




That precious call to all is made; 
  That Saviour waiting stands; 
His yoke is easy to be borne, 
 And gentle his commands. 
If you will heed that gracious call, 
  His promise will not fail; 
No burden shall oppress the soul, 
 No doubt or fear assail. 





-P. A. Chadbourne,
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The past two months have been quite evenly divided between the old and the new-strengthening churches already formed and working toward new organizations. Boltonville, in Washington county, claimed attention for a week. This is the church that was formed three years ago through a union of the Methodist and Free Baptist churches which, for the sake of the larger interests of Christ's kingdom, gave up their own organizations all coming together in a Congregational church. The example might well be followed in some other smaller towns and would well merit our commendation even should we not reap as we did in this case the fruitage. Mr. Carl Montanas, who for the present is serving in connection with this church Kewaskum and Barton, is helping to solve the problem of our mixed populations by holding alternate Sabbath afternoons a service in German which has been quite largely attended. The Boltonville church is the center of a very populous section of country, twenty by twenty-five miles in extent, and furnishes the only English speaking service in all that region.

The field is in many respects a very important one and ought to be sustained. With a clearer view of the largeness of their opportunity and a more earnest determination the church might go forward to a large work.

Three days were also spent at Kewaskum which has for some time been linked with Boltonville. We have no church here but a Sabbath school and Endeavor Society which meet in a Good Templars hall. Ours is the only English service in this town of 800 inhabitants. Though there may be difficulties in the development of our work it is, without question, very much needed.

A very interesting work has been opening at Ferryville on the Mississippi river, seven miles north of Lynxville. The town is situated on a narrow strip of land between the river and the bluffs, its one sidewalk nearly a mile in length, It has four stores, two blacksmith shops, two hotels, a school with two departments enrolling eighty scholars and a Good Templars organization of sixty members which has been very active against the saloons, closing out two of them completely and crowding into exceedingly close quarters the third and last.

Last fall Rev. F. M. Cooley, for four years missionary of the A. M. A. among the mountain whites of Tennessee, moved to Victory on the Mississippi to look after property belonging to the family. He was also looking after work for the Master. Ferryville attracted his attention. Years before he had taught school and preached there. Many of the substantial people of the place had been his former pupils. He began preaching there last November. I visited the place the first of January. The school house was filled on short notice. A strong desire was expressed for more meetings and for a church organization. Arrangements were made for meetings and Bro. W. W. Wheeler invited to assist me. We began meetings the 15th of January but Bro. Wheeler preached only one sermon, for the Master's hand had already touched him and the call was very soon to be heard to higher service. Even before we fairly closed




the meetings his earthly work was ended. His co-worker, A. D. Maes, had planned to work elsewhere but, through sickness on the field, the way was closed to him so he was with me through the services and rendered valuable assistance. A Christian Endeavor Society was formed and nearly a score of names were handed in for a church organization. The nearest church of any kind is a Norwegian Lutheran out in the country three and one-half miles. This is a sample of the many destitute places that appeal so strongly to your District Missionaries.

A few days were also spent with the Irvington church, organized last May. The church has had reverses in change of leadership and in loss of membership, nevertheless with the help of the Menomonie Church and the building Society they have completed a fine building, after the plan of the Token church, and hope soon to dedicate. The Menomonie young people have taken great interest in the Irvington work. Sunday afternoons when there is no pastor they often carry on the service. It was my pleasure to meet with the Menomonie people in prayer meeting, also to listen to a delightful lecture by their pastor, Rev. J. W. White, on "Russian Manners and Customs," one of a series of four that he has been giving on Russia for the benefit of their gymnasium fund. The first lecture was "Russia the Great Twilight Land," the last the "Russian Bear and the British Lion." The course has scored a great success. R. L. CHENEY.




Six Months Work of the Racine Cong'l Junior Society.

We have 150 members, two-thirds of them being active. Thirty are boys, the rest are-girls. The girls made 68 aprons and sold them for 25 cents and cleared $10 on them. The boys also put $10 into the treasury. About $30 or $40 have been given to benevolences. Towards the last part of the six months the committee made a large quantity of articles (pictures, scrap books, etc.) to send to hospitals. Most of them went to Chicago. A barrel of clothing and bedding was sent to Nebraska. In September we sent 1783 large boquets, 35 bushel baskets and six crates of flowers to the flower missions. The associate members are rapidly becoming active. The average attendance of boys at the meetings was 46. One member has united with the church and only one has a certificate of membership to the Tenth Legion and that one is SIDNEY NICHOLS, President.




Where the Child Does Not Grow Old.

A lighter touch than that of painter's hand 
  Hath given to each unfading memory 
Fair pictures,-as of face by zephyr fanned; 
 Or romping girl, or boy in wholesome glee. 
A child there was in by-gone happy years, 
 Whose sleeping form abides in memory yet. 
Closed eyes, fair cheek; these had no trace of tears. 
 The beating heart; that had no fear or fret. 
The child no more I see; a sturdy boy 


  Dwells where he dwelt, and answers to the name 
Borne by the babe; and truly it is joy 


His life to guide, his honest love to claim.

But none shall see again that sleeping child,

 For earth in growing life or heaven above 
Must claim each babe; and where the boy hath smiled 
  Or girl pressed mother-heart in fondest love,- 
Thence must the children go, but each will leave 
 With us an unchanged self while they grow old. 
Thus to the parents do the children cleave 
  Though far away or in the Shepherd's fold. 


    If thither they are called while yet the morn 
     Shows risen star but not toil-summoning sun, 
    Shall we forget that all of mother born 
     Leave us themselves; this treasure love hath won! 
                                                J. N. DAVIDSON. 
     [Suggested by the death of Hazel, daughter of C. G. and 
Margaret Porter, of Wauwautosa.] 
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You will not wonder that with such a "welcome home" Miss Miner feels brave to take up the burdens of future eventful years in China.

Our part is to pray unceasingly that health and courage be given, and to bring such financial aid that our prayers can be answered.

Our Treasurer writes-"Money comes in so slowly." Dear friends don't wait for larger gifts-Shake out your mite boxes and send on yonr offerings quickly.




YOUNG PEOPLE's work.




We are glad to welcome a Young Woman's Society at Beloit 1st. A pledge from Brandon, Y. L's shows a live Society. Where are the rest?

By February 1st, Dr. Goddard and family were to be settled in the new home at Inghok. Baby Dorrance, whose birthday was in October, is a perpetual joy and delight. Dr. Goddard writes of her gladness that the medical work is entrusted to the C. E's of Wisconsin and, "so much as we can raise for the Hospital." She adds, "I feel it is in safe hands and you will not fail me." Endeavorers of Wisconsin, this is your work.

Pledges are received from Arena 1st, Black Earth, Coloma, Columbus (for Bible Reader), Eagle River, Fort Atkinson, Kenosha, Milwaukee Grand Avenue, Norrie, New Richmond, Sparta, Stoughton, Two Rivers and Wyoming.

If any Society has not received the pledge-card please send for it. ANNE B. SEwell.
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MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treas. W. W. H. M. U.




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stoughton Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit.




ENTERED INTO LIFE.




December, 1897, Mrs. Effie Grassie, Chapple.-February 16, 1898, Mrs. Alice Millard, Sawyer. To the friends so bereaved, the Branch tenders its deepest sympathy. May the God of all comfort be a present help.




MISS MINER.




Would that we could share with you Miss Miner's vivid portrayal of her journey Chinaward. Arriving at Tientsin, September 7, she was greeted by a student from the Theological Seminary come to escort her to Tungcho. For the first time the trip to Peking could be made by rail-though as the terminus is fully two miles from the capital and our mission station quite the opposite side of the city, a two hour's jolt in a springless cart made China real again.

The next day, trotting along merrily on the road to Tungcho, (on the little donkey, so missed while in America) who should suddenly appear but Mr. Tewkesbury and Dr. Sheffield. A little farther and Dr. Ingram with baby Esther appeared and then a row of ladies and children wildly waving umbrellas and handkerchiefs. All the station had come out to welcome her home. Soon a gaily decorated canal boat came in sight and picnic baskets showed that a feast was to be another feature of the journey.

After dinner, while slowly moving down the canal, music was heard but not till the strains of "Home, Sweet Home" were recognized did Miss Miner realize another surprise. About thirty Christian Chinese, men and women, were ranged along he bank rejoicing in the return of their beloved teacher.
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Heap the damp earth above our comrade's face, 
 And place the sods that kind hands cut apart 
 Upon the mould that covers his true heart. 
Our ways and his are parted for a space 
By this new grave. In life's swift, eager race 
 He has outrun us, and today his feet 
  Tread the bright pathway of the golden street. 


I think I see him in the holy place.

As through a door ajar a glimpse is given 
  Of this new-comer to the world unknown, 


   Who entered througn the gateway of the sod. 
Dazed by the glory of the things of Heaven 
 He stands with veiled eyes by the Great White Throne, 
   And dares not yet look on the face of God! 
                              EBEN E. REXford. 
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Life In Our Churches.




Appleton-Rev. John Faville, pastor. Rev. Robert Nourse lectured in the course recently on "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," to a large audience. The church was packed at the Sixth Anniversary of the Young Men's Sunday Evening Club, Feb. 20, at which the Men and Boys' choir rendered "The Heavens are Telling," from Haydns Creation, and the "Hallelujah Chorus," from Handel's Messiah. The program for the occasion gives a full directory of the church for 1898, in its eighteen distinct organizations, including three Sunday-schools and four Endeavor Societies, also the official list of the Society and the resident membership list of 502 of the Sunday Evening Club. During the year a debt of $5800 has been raised. For twelve years there have been accessions to membership at every communion service.

Ashland. "Pastor A. G. Beach," says the Helping Hand, "is universally esteemed and increasingly useful, and the prospects of the church are decidedly hopeful for future growth and work for the Master." The annual church supper and business meeting was thronged, and the reports full of encouragement. The week of prayer meetings were "refreshing and quickening throughout." "Field Secretary Lathrop attended the meeting of the Milwaukee Congregational church on a recent evening. "Prayer Day" was observed in the Academy.

Beloit Second-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, pastor. The Sundayschool is rapidly growing in numbers and interest. The present membership is not far from 500, with an average attendance of over 300 A Home Department has just been added, meeting a long felt need. Dea. C. H. Macumber is superintendent of this school.

Brillion. Here is an encouraging opening for services. Pastor Mason of Kaukauna has made several visits and has rendered much assistance. The Missionary Society is making arrangements for supplying this place with regular preaching. Bristol and Paris-Rev. J. H. Cameron, pastor. The annual social of this society, held in the church Jan. 11, was one of the most enjoyable in its history. A short but very interesting program of readings and song was given under the direction of Miss Stella Blackman. The ladies served a most excellent lunch, with hot coffee. The business meeting was called at 2:00 p.m. Mrs. H. A. Newbury presented the report of the Ladies' Missionary Society, and the pastor gave a report of the benevolences of the society. The treasurer presented the annual financial report and two trustees were elected.

Cashton and Leon-Rev. L. B. Nobis, pastor, preaches Friday evenings at Pleasant Valley, where the people recently presented him with $25,-the returns of a basket social. He also supplies a union work at Melvina.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. The annual meeting was held Jan. 3. Reports were given by the pastor, deacons, clerk, treasurer and Sunday-school superintendent. Under the strong leadership of Rev. Mr. Moore the church seems to be in a much more prosperous condition than ever before in its history. 18 members have been added during 1897, 12 on confession and 6 by letter, making the total membership 202, a net gain of 11. $426 have been given for benevolences and about $1335 for home expenses. The Sunday-school reports a total enrollment now of 223, a net gain of 35. The church is making arrangements to observe its fortieth anniversary in March. Pastor Moore issued a model New Year pastoral letter. On Christmas week the pastor was kindly remembered by parishioners with whom he has held neighborhood meetings, with the present of a costly sleigh robe. At the church reunion a beautiful gold watch and chain were given to the pastor, and a handsome reading-lamp to his wife. The reunion was the largest ever held.

Clintonville-Rev. Wm. A. Gerrie, pastor. A new feature for this church in connection with its annual business meeting, was a supper, after which various toasts were given. Ninety per cent of the members werepresent and responded to the roll call by prayer and testimony. The year's work, as shown by reports and testimony, has been one of great spiritual quickening. Admissions for the year were 27, all on confession of faith. The new year starts out with largely increased congregations. A very interesting service was conducted by the young people Jan. 30. Special music was provided and a number of brief papers were presented, stating the object of each committee and of the Society as a whole.

Delavan. With much sorrow the church accepted the resignation of its[at e pastor Rev. W. E. Davidson, who has won a large place in the hearts of his people. It is earnestly hoped that a season of rest will so restore his health and strength, that he may again take up the work for which he is especially gifted. Mr. Davidson continues his residence in Delavan for the present. At the annual meeting recently held, the church found itsǝlf free from debt for the first time in many years. Mr. Wilerd, who comes from Pueblo, Col., to take this field, brings heartiest words of appreciation from the church and presbytery and the public press,-if Wisconsin had any need of them. He is announced to begin his new pastorate here the last Sabbath in March, to the joy of hosts of friends of himself and family, in the region and state, as well as the town. A few evenings preceding his last Sunday in Pueblo, the church parlors were filled with his friends in a farewell reception and luncheon. Mr. Wilder leaves Pueblo in the face of a numerously signed nd urgent petition that he should remain. His son John will




continue in school at Pueblo till the close of the season. The membership of the church is now 260; 21 were added in 189715 on profession of faith; a total of $482 was contributed for missions. The convention of the Christian Endeavorers of the Southern District of Wisconsin is to be held in Delavan about the middle of April. In anticipating that event our society invited our district president, Rev. B. F. Martin, to spend Christian Endeavor Day with us. His earnestness and consecration inspired us all.

Dodgeville and Plymouth-Rev. R. Titmarsh, Pastor. We have just closed a series of three weeks mission services,conducted by the pastor, which have been seasons of great spiritual power; the church has been quickened and wonderfully blessed. The Holy Ghost has fallen upon us. Fifteen additions have been received into membership and several more are expected to unite shortly. The Christmas exercises were of a first class order, conducted by Prof. Davies of Rewey. The members and friends kindly remembered the pastor and wife, and presented them with an elegant upholstered rocking chair. Our New Year's Tea was a financial success, clearing over $70 for the church expenses. This church was never more active than

now. The present is peaceable and full of rich blessing. The future is bright. During a scarlet fever siege in the pastor's home Supt. Haun supplied the church.

Durand Pilgrim Church-Rev. John A Eakin, pastor. Eleven were received into the fellowship of Pilgrim Congregational church on confession, Sunday, Jan. 23. four of them heads of families. The pastor has recently raised a fund of $600.00 to establish a free city library. Mr. F. A. Hutchins of the State Free Library commission, has recently visited us. The people are enthusiastic and the library is an assumed success. Mr. Eakin, being a versatile son of Beloit prints attract ive programs for the Sunday evening service conducted by his Endeavor society, with varied readings and music, and pastoral talk-and "sticks" the type himself.

Eau Claire First. The new pastor, Rev. J. W. Frizzell, late of Darlington, has begun his work with much hopefulness. A few evenings previous to his leaving Darlington, a reception was given to Mr. and Mrs. Frizzell by the Masonic fraternity and their families. Mr. Frizzell was presented with a gold watch and Mrs. Frizzell with a star pin, presented respectively by Mr. T. H. Earle and Judge R. J. Wilson, with appropriate speeches. The Darlington church passed commendatory resolutions, and gave another reception to their retiring pastor, with banquet and addresses. The Ladies' Aid Society presented Mrs. Frizzell with a set of sterling silver spoons.

Elroy-Pastor, Rev. Walter M. Ellis. The special meetings which began the last Sunday in January, under the guidance of Rev. A. M. Hills of Oberlin, have proved a great help and cheer to this parish. Severe weather somewhat interfered with the attendance, yet the co-operation of churches was delightful and most of the business houses courteously closed their places at 7:30 each evening but Saturday. Many have begun the Christian life, and the results of the meetings will long be manifest. Among neighboring pastors attending_the meetings, were Mr. C. A. Boughton, of Necedah, and Mr. Barker of Hillsboro. The revival spirit is being sustained in cottage prayer meetings. March 6, 23 were received to membership, 21 on confession. The following week a pleasant social reception was given the new members.

Emerald Grove-Rev. C. W. Dennis, pastor. During nine months of the present pastorate five have been added to our number, and three children baptized. The work in general is prosperous. All is harmonious and a feeling of good will to all prevails. The Ladies' Aid Society has been diligent, and successful. At its annual fair $121.00 were the net proceeds. This society has made extensive repairs on the old church building by ceiling it, which makes it convenient for lectures or dining hall. An ice house has just been completed by the ladies. Also ventilators have been put into the audience room of the new Church building, a much needed improvement. The trustees at their annual meeting received instruction from the church to make an effort to retain the services of the pastor another year. Both pastor and people are united, and all are praying for a baptism of the Spirit. A system is being planned by which the church may be guided and instructed in responding to the several benevolences of the denomination. A snug little collection was sent to the A. M. A. not long since. We hope to do as well by all during the year. The Sunday School is flourishing under the superintendency of the pastor's wife. 18 little red chairs have been procured for the infant class making it both pleasing and comfortable for them.

Fond du Lac-In the absence of the pastor, Secretary F. B Doe preached for the People's (Independent) Church in Fond du Lac, Jan. 23, presenting the claims of Ripon College also, and was cordially received. The church is evidently doing a valuable work, in its way.

Fox Lake-Rev. Geo. E. Gilbert, pastor. Nine members joined the Cong'l church here March 6th, seven on confession. Gennesee-Rev. J. A. Ward, pastor, has had crowded houses for a Sabbath evening course of biographical lectures. The general interest and progress are marked.

Hadlock, Adams Co., in Bro. J. A. Thomas' field, is the latest addition to our sisterhood of churches. Nine members, all heads of families, all praying people. They keep up services of all kinds in absence of pastor. Though very poor,they are sup









porting a pupil in a mission school in China, and bravely support the Gospel.

Hilbert. Preliminary steps have been taken to organize a church, and a council may soon be called. The work in Brillion, near by, opens up encouragingly, and Missionary Dexter hopes for organization there also before long.

Kansasville-Supplied by Rev. V. F. Brown of Union Grove. The pastor, assisted by Rev. Charles R. LaPorte and S. S. Supt. J. S. Blakey, commenced on Feb. 7 to hold special services at Kansasville, and after holding meetings for three evenings was obliged to abandon them on account of the almost impassable condition of the roads. On Feb. 6 the pastor preached at Union Grove an illustrated sermon entitled "The Invisible Eye of God and a Sure Record," and on the 13th repeated it at Kansasville, placing special emphasis on the all-seeing power of the ever present eye of God in reference to our individual lives. The services at both points are well sustained by good, attentive audiences.

Kaukauna-Rev. P. H. Mason, pastor. The average Sunday-school attendance for the year '97 has been 80. The regular collections from the classes in Sunday-school amounted to $113.12. There was a special Children's Day collection of $3.51, and the birthday box contained $11.14; total, $127.77. Average class collection per Sunday, $2.17; counting the special collection of $3.51, $2.24; counting the birthday box, $2.45; or an average for each pupil in the Sunday-school of 2.7 cents, 2.8 cents and 3 cents respectively. Its benevolences have been as follows: Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing Society, $15.15; Children's Home Society, $5.; the home church, $10.; Bibles for children of the Sunday-school, $4. It paid for its own supplies and had in the treasury Jan. 1, $24.66. The Ladies' Aid Society have cleared over $200 the past year, and now have in their treasury over $100 which is to be used toward repairing the church as soon as spring opens. The church itself is almost out of debt (owes its pastor nothing), and would be entirely out, with some money in the treasury, if all the pledges on its books were paid. The service, Sunday morning, Jan. 9, was called "Church Members' Rally." The pastor wrote invitations on cards, and spent the afternoons of the previous week in calling on meinbers residing in the city and presenting these invitations in person. Invitations were also sent through the post office or otherwise to all members residing out of the city. The result was, of the 108 names called at the service, 67 responded "present." Of the remaining 41, 26 were out of the city (some have moved away, others were away temporarily, and others reside some miles in the country), 4 were sick, and the other 11 were absent for various reasons. A very encouraging response. A sermon on "What we may expect in this new year if we pay our vows, spiritual and financial," from Eccles. 5:5, it is hoped, will be productive of much fruit during the months of '98. Recent removals detract somewhat from the encouraging view.

Lone Rock-Rev. Harriet E. Williams, pastor. The church and community have had an unusual awakening, through union services with the Methodists, in which Rev. J. O. Buswell did the preaching and Messrs. C. H. Macumber, and George Porter assisted in the house to house visitation. Between thirty and forty professed conversion and the meetings were full of power.

Lower Kickapoo Points, Maple Ridge, Harris Ridge, and Steuben, Crawford County-Mr. A. W. Cook, pastor. Seventeen and possibly more members to be received at Maple Ridge April 3d. "One thing that holds many back, is that they want to join the church and yet go on in the same old way. I want no such members. I want earnest ones or none."

Maine-Pastor C. E. Nelson. Services have been quite irregular during this month owing partly to the bad weather and to the absence of the pastor, who has been engaged in missionary work elsewhere. We deeply mourn the loss of our dear brother, T. Atwater, whom the Lord has taken from our midst. The bereaved family have the heartfelt sympathy of the church and the entire community.

Mazomanie-Rev. W. J. C. Ralph, pastor, is giving talks on social problems to his Sunday evening eongregations. The subjects discussed so far have been Crime, Gambling, Heredity and Environment. Feb. 23 Amos P. Wilder, Ph. D., of Madison, spoke for the Men's Sunday Evening Club. Feb. 11 the ladies furnished a supper to which the pastor and his wife were invited. A large number of the church and congregation attened and presented the pastor with $83.50.

Milwaukee, Plymouth-Rev. Judson Titsworth, pastor. "Plymouth Rock" for March presents full lists of organization in various departments, and a calendar for work and worship covering seven days in the week. The Church is rallying just now for Home Missions. Rev. Howard H. Russell lectured Feb. 20 in behalf of the Anti-Saloon League. The Women's Auxilliary gave a Pioneer Festival Feb. 18. The Y. P. S. C. E. meet, during Lent, at the close of Evening Worship. Dr. Titsworth's sermons meanwhile will be on "Vital Facts of the Religious Life in the Light of Evolution," which the SENTINEL prints on Monday. A Francis Willard Memorial service was held Feb. 27. Two military companies are sustained among the young men and boys. A Bible Study Club for study of Bible characters, is led by the pastor Sunday noons.

Necedah-Mr. C. A. Boughton, pastor. The meetings under Evangelist Hills have been very successful. Over 100 had professed conversion during the first eight days. Mr. Hills be




gan at New Lisbon March 6. 32 have united with the church and more are coming.

Nekoosa-Rev. A. L. McClelland, pastor. The generosity of an outside friend has enabled this church to clear off obligations which had accumulated through the new and shifting population, so that now the church is free from debt and greatly encouraged. A gift of "Sacred Songs" from the same source, with the addition to the church "Hymnals" well equips choir and congregation for the service of song. A recent entertain ment and sale of the Ladies Home Journal pictures netted the church a helpful sum. A young men's club has been studying Wednesday evenings, some of the "Home Studies" of the Chicago Record. Sunday School, Christian Endeavor Society, Ladies' Society and Congregations show gratifying growth of interest.

Osseo-Pastor J. Evans and wife, assisted by F. D. Cookesley of Eau Claire, of the A. S. S. U, held two weeks' revival services in one of the out-stations, with thirty covenant cards signed and the organizing of C. E. society. Then the meetings were held at Osseo sixteen nights, with twenty cards signed, and a new consecration of many of the Christian people. Feb. 25 a party and gift was given the pastor and his wife by the people as a small acknowledgment of their self sacrificing work. This church is hopefully and earnestly working for selfsupport.

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. The five years record of the present pastorate, shows an addition of 121 members, 88 of these on confession of faith. A "friend," one of the 121 additions, who chooses to remain unknown in this connection, recently called at the parsonage and donated $500 to help pay the debt on the church parlors. The pastor barely escaped fainting at the great and unusual surprise. A grand culinary and gastronomic entertainment was given Feb. 25, by the gentlemen of the church, with a program and bill of fare all aflame with enigmas. Proceeds $60.

Princeton. Rev. F. B. Doe spent Feb. 20 with the Princeton church, preaching morning and evening; also addressed the S. S. and Endeavor society. Seven active Endeavorers were voted into membership. Though a blizzard raged outside, there were good and attentive congregations, partly the result of special meetings in February, led by Supt. Haun which had awakened general interest. The little church is greatly encouraged and needs the entire time and labor of a minister. Pastor Chambers from Dartford preaches Sunday evenings and is faithful. Some question the policy of expending so much for supervision and general missionary work which so lessens the amount of aid for local churches.

River Falls. The "Parish Paper" annual, issued in February, gives a fine likeness of Pastor Chas. H. McIntosh, and the full directory of the well organized parish. Mr. McIntosh is preaching three sermons on the Angels, and seven-on Sunday evenings-on the life of Abraham, 23 members have been received during the year, and eleven were expected at the March communion.

Rosendale and Eldorado-Rev. Josiah Beardsley, pastor. Feb. 13, Rev. F. B. Doe preached in Rosendale in the morning and at Eldorado in the afternoon and evening to attentive congregations. Interest was expressed in the effort of Ripon College for a Science Hall and larger equipment. Rosendale has always been a warm friend of the College. Eldorado with numerous children and young people; will be a generous patron of the college in due time. Pastor Beardsley keeps steadily at his work in both places, appreciative of his people's need, and beloved by all.

Royalton-Rev. Joseph Herbert, pastor, is greatly rejoiced and strengthened by the purchase of a desirable parsonage, to be known as the "Eastman Memorial Parsonage" in honor of Rev. M. L. Eastman so long the honored pastor, and still resident in the place, shedding the rich benediction of his sweet and mature Christian character upon all. The large and growing congregations are also indications of a gratifying strengthening of this field.

Shullsburg-Rev. A. J. Hayner, pastor. The second anniversary exercises of the dedication of the new edifice were held March 6 1898-a supper and concert having been given on the previous Friday evening, with the Peck sisters and others as attractions. The Sunday services, morning and evening, were addressed by Supt. C. H. Taintor, Ph. D., and Rev. T.J. Brown, and the Sunday school by the same speakers, together with Mr. E. Rule and Rev. D. R. Grover.

Star Prairie. On Sunday, Feb. 13, at a special communion service, twelve members were received on confession. Five were men, six heads of families. House crowded to the pulpit steps, and a few stood. Bro. Haun's work has left a most favorable impression on the whole community. More fruitage will doubtless be gathered later.

Trempealeau-Rev. W. A. Griffiths, pastor. Some of the pleasing features of this church this winter were the several union S. S. concerts, between West Prairie and Trempealeau S. S. The work is progressing along all the lines of church work. S. S. has increased in interest and attendance. The choir has been an important feature in public worship, and things are encouraging.

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastor, has a mission band, the members of which give weekly or monthly a specified amount to missions. The Y. P. S. C. E. sends its library of about 200 volumes for six months to an adjoining village.









Exchanges and Reviews.

A CURIOUS COINCIDENCE.




To all those who are now waiting and watching the daily papers, issue by issue, to learn the adventures experienced and the results obtained by the government divers who are now exploring the wreck of the gallant Maine, the concluding pages of F. Hopkinson Smith's story of Caleb West the Diver, in the March Atlantic, will have an especial interest. Writing from experience and a full heart, long before the tragedy of Havana harbor occurred, Mr. Smith takes his readers into the investigation, not of a sunken ship, but of a railroad train, plunged through an open draw into the slimy bottom of a deep river; and he paints with the lifelike touch of a skilled expert the methods, details, and results of the same skillful and ghastly work which is now going on amid the wrecked timbers of the Maine.

Truth is stranger than fiction; but stranger still is it that fiction sometimes seems to anticipate and describe the most strange and unexpected facts.

Other noteworthy topics of the month are, a paper on "French and English Literature," by Henry D. Sedgwick, Jr.; "England's Economic and Political Crisis," by J. N. Larned; "The Municipal Service of Boston," by Hon. Francis C. Lowell; "The Australian Democracy," by E. D. Godkin; etc., etc. (Houghton Mifflin & Co., Boston.)




HERE IS SUCCESS FOR YOU.




"Inside figures" are always interesting, and the following are certainly some striking ones about The Ladies' Home Journal. During 1897, 8,183,113 copies of this magazine were printed and so thoroughly sold that the latter-year issues are entirely out of print. It consumes 3,434,362 pounds of paper in a year, and absorbs 30,902 pounds of ink. It runs 28 presses. The advertising columns contained $498,325 worth of advertising during the last year. The editors received 9290 manuscripts and less than one per cent were accepted. The magazine employs 22 staff editors. 24,648 letters have been received and answered in the year by the editors of the correspondence columns. The Journal has over 15,000 active, working agents on the road getting subscriptions. It has educated 442 girls free of charge under its free educational plan. In a single day it has received as high as 18,000 subscriptions. 300,000 copies of the Journal are sold each month on the news stands alone425,000 people subscribe for it by the year.




A MAGAZINE WHICH BUILDS HOUSES.

The readers of The Ladies' Home Journal are about as responsive a clientele as any magazine possesses. About six months ago the Philadelphia magazine started to publish a series of practical architectural plans showing how artistic houses could be built at moderate cost. It employed a special architect, and his work was certainly artistic. Besides the plans it agreed to furnish complete specifications of each house at a minimum cost. Thousands of people liked the plans given and the series has been a great success for the magazine. This spring the building of over five hundred houses, varying in cost from $1500 to $7000 each, will be started in different parts of the country by Journal readers, in addition to over one hundred other houses which have already been built. (The Ladies' Home Journal, Philadelphia.)




THE BIBLICAL WORLD for March opens with a thoughtful editorial on, Two ideas of the Sunday-school curriculum; that of the International Committee, with uniform selected lessons, and that of graded courses adapted to the age and advancement of pupils in Bible knowledge. Every superintendent should read it. Other deeply suggestive articles are "Capurnaum, Christ's Own City"-illustrated-by Dr. Selah Merrill, D. D., L. L. D.; "The Influence of Jesus on Social Institutions," by Prof. R. C. Henderson; "Recent Discussions on the Chronology of the Apostolic Age," by Clyde W. Votaw; "History of New Testament Times in Palestine," by Shailer Mathews. The Biblical World is a monthly bonanza to Bible teachers. (University of Chicago Press, $2 a year.)

THE LAKE BREEZE (Sheboygan High School) gives a fine cut of ice formations along Lake Michigan, and continues its valuable series of historical articles with one on "Early Transportation in Sheboygan County," by Edgar Fairweather.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES (Library Bureau, Chicago) opens its March issue with a suggestive article on "The Planning of Small Library Buildings," by Oscar Bluemner. Tis magazine is full of meat for librarians and library boards.

THE WISCONSIN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE (Oshkosh, Rey. A. J. Benjamin, editor) ably represents the Methodist work in Wisconsin, and incidentally represents in worthy degree, the work of associated denominations. This is a significant point along the lines of Christian unity.

THE CHURCH UNION (S. T. Carter, 18 Wall St., New York) is ably conducted and largely planned. Its paragraphic editorials are strong and varied. In the February issue Rev. Geo. Hodges, D. D., describes "A Social Experiment" in cooperative church work in the manufacturing city of Pittsburg.

OTHER EXCHANGES: College Days, Ripon; Round Table, Be




loit, Plymouth Provoker, Elroy church; The Motor, Madison, (W. C. T. U.); The Defender, Fond du Lac, (J. O. U. A. M.); The Christian Citizen, Chicago; The Diocese Fond du Lac, Oconto; Nebraska Congregational News, Lincoln; The International Evangel, (S. S. Work,) St. Louis, Mo.; Christian Endeavor, Milwaukee; Plymouth Rock, Milwaukee, ctc., etc.




The Midland Pub. Co, of Madison, offer a newly revised edition of "A Catechism for Little Children," by Rev. Chas. H. Richards, D. D., of Philadelphia. It is admirable for Junior Sunday-school classes.

Mrs. Kate Kingsley Ide's article in the February Popular Science Monthly on "The Primary Social Settlement," is well worth careful reading.

"A Christmas Greeting after the Years" is a published 18th anniversary sermon preached Dec. 26, by Dr. Geo. H. Ide, of the Grand Avenue church, Milwaukee. It gives an interesting resume of nearly two decade's work. The year book of the same church forms a complete outline of its present organization.




Married.




At the home of the bride's parents, Citron Valley near Steuben, Wis, Mr. Harlow C. Musselman to Miss Hattie C. Morse, October 20, 1897, by Rev. J. W. Hadden.

At the home of the bride's parents, Spring Green, Wis., Mr. Edward L. Carr, of Wyoming, Wis., to Miss Susanah T. Leeson, by Rev. J. W. Hadden.




"Are you in pain, my boy?" was asked of a weeping lad. "No, the pain is in me," was the expressive answer.




Little Lissie, five years old, had lost her mother. Her playmate, a neighbor's child, had been punished by her mother for some misdemeanor, and was in tears. Lissie slipped her arm sympathetically about her sorrowing playmate, saying, "My mamma is in heaven. Don't you wish yours was?"




In Spring.




Spring comes. I hear her on the hills today, 
Where wild March winds among bare branches play 
Their elfin music, and my heart is light 
Because I hear her feet in fairy flight 
Trip o'er the fields. 


                  Where e'er her footsteps fall 
The white drifts fade and vanish by the wall. 
Hints of the longed-for April come today, 
And winds blow round us that foretell the May. 
Just to be living is a joy intense! 


Spring holds her court by any wayside fence- 
In sunny haunts beside the laughing brook, 
Or in the quiet of a meadow nook. 
There shall we find, in some not far-off day, 
Her maids of honor, decked in fine array, 
Holding high carnival. 


                     There we will see 
The wind-flower nodding to the wandering bee; 
Wake-robins will be there, a goodly sight, 
And blooroot blooms will make dark places light 
With their gold torches, kindled by the kiss 
Of the warm sunshine of a day like this. 
And violets, dainty darlings, fair as shy, 
Will greet us with a smile as we go by. 
And we shall feel the arbutus' witching spell, 
But where it hides, ah, that we cannot tell 
Till we search for it under last year's leaves, 
And find the broidery that the blossom weaves 
Upon the garment of the Spring in tints 
So delicate, so vague, they seem but hints 
Of color on each petal. 





New life, new joy!




Everywhere




                    Let us forget all eare 
And with the flowers be glad in time of Spring. 
Let the heart soar, as the birds do, and sing 
At Heaven's gate, and let the green things grow 
Beneath the dead leaves in each heart, and so 
Shall they grow glad with earth this happy day. 
And put their thoughts of dying things away. 
Remember, heart! When life's dull Winter's here 
To hide away the blossoms of its year, 
As the flower sleeps beneath the mold, so you 
Will sleep, and dream a dream that will come true- 
A dream of gladness under sunny skies 


To dawn in beauty on bewildered eyes

In the glad April-time of Heaven. Oh heart, know this- 
What April is to earth Heaven to God's children is! 
                              EBEN E. Rexford. 










Sunday School Department.

GEO. C. HAUN, MADISON, WIS.

Correspondence and questions invited. 
Address editor of this department. 


Superintendent's Notes.

Do not do all the talking.




Study the weak points of every session of your school, and try to overcome them in the next.

Usually those schools are the farthest behind the times whose superintendents are most satisfied with themselves.

A Sunday school ought to be run like a bank, so far as promptness and business methods are concerned.

Everything else being equal, that superintendent will make the largest success who pays the most attention to the details. Many a school becomes disorderly and boisterous because the superintendent did not take hold of the matter in its incipiency. The best time to quell a riot is before the riot begins. Do not hasten away from the building as soon as school is over. Give the teachers and scholars a chance to speak to you and confer with you.

It is remarkable how many Sunday schools throughout the land have adopted as their 1898 motto or watchword the words "What would Jesus do?" taken from Chas. M. Sheldon's charming little book entitled "In His Steps."




SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS.




1. Be present every Sunday, unless providentially hindered. An irregular teacher will ruin any class.

2. Be in your place a reasonable time before opening hour to welcome your scholars as they come in.

3. Just before leaving home for school ask God to go with you and to bless your labors.

4. Pray for each of your scholars, by name, daily. It will bring them closer to you, and God will answer.

5. Show an interest in your scholars during the week-visit them often, and ask them to visit you.

6. Pay special attention to new scholars, and make them feel at home.

7. Of course, you will specially look after scholars when sick or in trouble.

8. Maintain good order in your class. It is being observed by visitors and others.

9. Reprove when necessary, but do it kindly and in love. Don't scold.

10. Insist on preparation of lessons by scholars, and speak to parents about it, if necessary.

11. Endeavor to have a contribution every Sunday-if only one cent-from each member of your class.

12. Be in earnest in your work. Prepare for it by faithful study and with agonizing prayer.

13. Emphasize Congregational doctrine in your teachingit is Bible doctrine. This is not done as much as it should be. 14. Remember the end in view-the salvation of your scholars-and talk to each personally on the subject, and point them to Jesus.

15. Let the superintendent feel that you are his friend. Cooperate with him in all his plans.




WORDS FOR SCHOLARS.




1. Unless providentially prevented, be in your class punctually every Sunday.

2. When going to and returning from Sunday school, remember it is God's day, and do so quietly.

3. Let there be no improper behavior in the school. You are in God's house. You would behave nicely in a friend's home. 4. Sit with your class—that is your place during the session of the school. You show disrespect to your teacher to do otherwise.

5. Take part in all the singing and responsive exercises of the school.

6. Be reverent during prayer-it evidences respect for God and his church.

7. Don't lose your lesson papers and books-keep them in good order and clean.

8. Study your Sunday school lessons during the week, and get something from them to help you to live right.

9. Contribute to the collection every Sunday, if possible—if it is only one cent.

10. Love and pray for your superintendent and teacherthey are your friends, and want to help you all they can.

11. Be a Christian. Jesus died to save you. If you are not a Christian, you are on the road to eternal death.




HINTS TO PARENTS.




1. See that your children are regular and punctual at Sunday school.

2. Insist on the study of the Sunday school lesson by your children, and help them all you can.

3. Make children take care of their lesson books and papers -they cost money.

4. Pray for God's blessing upon the school, and especially for the teachers of your children.

5. Let the teachers of your children know that their labors are appreciated.-International Exchange.




The War Tax. Shall We Pay It?




The author of "Ecce Homo" argues that a citizen of the Christian republic "should not only pay the war tax but also be a soldier in the campaign against evil." This quotation is made for the sake of the felicitous name which it gives to money values in the service of the Master. It is picturesque. The war tax. How suggestive. The war is on. How widely it rages. How deeply it penetrates society and the lives of men. How ceaseless its tumult. How momentous its issues!

Professor Blaisdell says that "in this war there are no outposts." Skirmishing is past. The earth trembles under the shock of battle. It is indeed a day of destiny in which we live. The mighty drama of human history moves to its issues in an atmosphere oppressive with solemnity! Thousands on the field are laying down their lives to pave the way for victory. There is not one dear interest of ours, for time or eternity, that does not hang on the issues of the war!

Yes it is costly business. God is melting all earthly values into the life of redeemed humanity. Nothing but the Spirit of Christian heroism can meet the demands of the war, either in fighting its battles or in paying the war tax.

Under these circumstances the question smites our ears, Shall we pay the war tax? It is almost disloyalty to listen to that question.

Are we for the war or against? And if for it, how much are we for it? Do we put ourselves into the war with that abandon which marked the action of John Adams as he threw himself on the side of the Declaration of Independence. "Live or die. Survive or perish, I am for the Declaration?" That spirit brought us to Yorktown. That spirit among the citizens of the Christian republic will put Christ on the throne of the world. When we decline to pay the war tax we vote to close the war. And let us not forget that the war is practically closed when it sinks below the point of aggression and conquest. "Hold the fort" is not the tune to which our armies march, but "Onward Christian Soldiers."

Where then do we belong in this war? And why should we encourage it? Is it for what we can get out of it, rations and shoulder straps here, and hereafter pensions and glory? Or do we seek a fighting chance for Christ and humanity, and to work out that heroic type of character which verifies our kinship to Christ? Have we some sense of the sorrow which He cannot but feel, that His cause suffers such lingering delay? Have we some kindling desire that all His divine longing for human recovery might speedily be satisfied?

Do we excuse ourselves from paying the tax on the ground that our part is so small it will not be missed? Remember the widow's two mites. A farthing may bulge the treasury any day if given in the right spirit. But do not forget that if you keep back a part of your just tax, the part paid is a cracked vessel out of which the value has leaked.

This is a spiritual warfare carried on in a material world, and by those who live in material bodies. The tax is therefore both spiritual and material.

The citizen who pays a dollar tax which carries with it no heart interest has not paid the war tax. His dollar is an empty can. Do not think that you can pay your tax with empty cans. Fill your can with the "milk of kindness" and if the can is small the milk may be condensed. The poor widow has no patent on that process though she showed consummate skill in condensing a whole goat-skin of grateful love into the capacity of a bronze farthing.

On the other hand, he who offers God some easy going, pious wishes, while he withholds the financial part which it was in his power to give, has not paid the tax. The tax must cover material needs, for in war, patriotism must have hands and feet, guns and ammunition. Ghosts with phantom swords and shadow bayonets win no victories.

This brings us to the duty of appreciating money values for war purposes. Honor the dollar as a war power. Highly esteem it for its high uses. Hold it sacredly. Use it wisely acd when you pay the war tax with it, saturate it with grateful love so that it shall be to Christ another flask of spikenard. Withholding the tax will not force he close of the war, for this strife is wider than the world and deeper than the heart of man. While the spirit of Christ is in the world, while the heart of God is a Father's heart, the war must go on.

The condition of the world far and near should make our hearts hot with the war spirit. The abject life of heathendom which is the same today as when Paul, with two masterly strokes, portrayed it as "having no hope and without God;" the chronic deeds of robbery, cruelty and shame which blot the records of the centers of civilization where so many suffer and so few pity; the struggle of life on the frontiers degenerating into shere earthliness, in which are buried those influences which lift men into the light of things invisible, so that they forget that they are in God's world;-such things should keep blazing with us the flames of discontent within all faltering and pettiness in carrying on the war.

Pay the war tax then. Pay it for His sake who ransomed us with his blood. Pay it for the rescue of those who have suffered defeat and are wasting their life in the enemy's prison pens. Pay it that the power which makes government in this land may be such as upholds righteousness and true freedom, and is more concerned in guarding the homes of the people (CONTINUED ON PAGE 78.)









[image: [blocks in formation]]


North Wisconsin District.

      REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE, Superintendent, Ashland, Wis. 
President, REV. C. C. CAMPBELL, Treasurer, REV. THOS. G. GRASSIE. 


REV. R. W. MCLAUGHLIN, (Vice-President,) S. E. LATHROP, D. L. WIGGINS, ESQ., Committee.

[OUR CHURCH LIFE regrets that Mr. Grassie's serious illness at this writing, in Milwaukee, makes it impossible to furnish our readers with his usual matter upon this page. May his recovery be speedy and complete.]




Obituary




Effie Dunreith Grassie was born in Appleton, January 18, 1875, and was a graduate of Mount Holyoke seminary. In Ashland she taught in the public schools, and was active in church and Endeavor work. September 1, 1896, she was married at "Merrymeet" on Madeline island, the summer home of her parents, to William Chapple, beneath the trees-in the full autumnal splendor of a ripe September day. Yet when the words were spoken by her father, Rev. T. G. Grassie, making them man and wife, there was a sad refrain in the surf upon the beach. The beautiful bride, it was felt, could not live long, and there was a special sacredness and solemnity in the service. Mr. and Mrs. Chapple went direct to Phoenix, Arizona, in hopes of staying the progress of the disease, but the tender devotion of husband, the mother, father, sisters, brothers, and friends were in vain. Last summer the self-banished exiles returned to once more look upon the spot where they were made man and wife. The bride returned to her southern home apparently with new life and strength. But the roses in her cheeks continued to fade, and death, although long expected, came unexpectedly on Sunday Dec. 26, and found her ready, with the same cheerfulness with which she had started on her wedding journey.

The funeral was held in Ashland Jan. 1, from the residence of the stricken parents, Mr. and Mrs. Grassie, Rev. Arthur Beach, of the Congregational church officiating. Eight brothers, Joe M. and John C. Chapple, George and Harry Grassie, and E. W. Stickney and T. B. Keith, acted as pall bearers. A quartette of personal friends, Miss Mabel Kennedy, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Lamoreux, and John Manuel, with Miss Scott as organist, sang the last touching songs that Effie loved so well.-Ashland Paper.

"All At It and Always At It."

As a nation we boast of our free institutions, of our government by majorities, while submitting to the tyranny of the liquor-dealer's associations,-of our Christian civilization, while our government is in partnership with the most dangerous and corrupting organizations which were ever allowed to control the internal policy of a government.

If each church member would constitute himself a committee of one, for the furtherance of the cause of temperance and governmental freedom, how soon the question of saloons or no saloons would be settled permanently.

Each committee of one would be drawn toward every other committee of the same number and the result would be a solid phalanx which, like those of ancient Rome, could not be broken at any point, would be invincible.

If such concord of action could be brought about in every village and city, charters might be secured forbidding the licensing of saloons, thus doing away with the constantly renewed struggle over the question which irritates and often separates friend and neighbor.

The prediction is made that if this were done, there would be little cause for the complaint of the smallness of congregations or collections in our churches.

One man who "has the courage of his convictions," is a power for righteousness in a community, but multiply him by ten, twenty, one hundred or one million and what forces of evil "shall stand against him?"




ALICE A. JOHNSON DILL.
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Deaths.




On Wednesday, Feb. 16, after an illness of three weeks. Mrs. Alice M., wife of Rev. Stowe Sawyer, pastor at South Milwaukee. Mrs. Sawyer was the daughter of Mr and Mrs. William Millard, of Milwaukee, and sister of Rev. W. B. Millard, of New London, and of Mrs. (Rev.) F. B. Barrett, of Prairie du Sac. Next month we hope to favor our readers with a fuller account of this sister beloved in the churches and mourned by a wide circle of friends.

Feb. 15, at his home in Maine, Outagamie Co.. Wis., Theodore Atwater, aged 41 years. Leaves a wife and three children. Mr. C. A. Boughton, acting pastor at Necedah, was called to Baraboo in the middle of Feb. by the death of his father.

Jan. 26, Rev. Lem. Phillips, of Waukesha, for 26 years pastor among the Welsch churches of Wisconsin. We hope for his portrait and obituary sketch next month.




Personal and General.




Any Wisconsin church desiring an able pastor will do well to correspond with Rev. W. B. Hubbard, Armour, South Dakota. Mr. Hubbard has been for some years identified with the larger interests of South Dakota, but now wishes to be near his aging father who resides in Wisconsin.

Superintendent Thos. G. Grassie, of the Northern district, was suddenly taken ill, late in Febrnary, while visiting his daughter in Milwaukee, Mrs. E. W. Stickney. He is reported convalescent, and OUR CHURCH LIFE wishes for his speedy re




covery.




Rev. and Mrs. R. C. Dennison, of Janesville, welcomed a daughter to their home Feb. 9.

The recent meeting of the Congregational Church in Milwaukee was addressed by Dr. John Faville, of Appleton, on Indivualism and Socialism and by Rev. R. C. Dennison, of Janesville on American Culture.

The Corner Stone of the new Public Library building in Menasha, the gift of the Hon. E. D. Smith, was laid March 18.

Mr. J. T. Ellis, of the upper Kickapoo churches, rejoices in the donation of a cutter from Mr. B. Beardsley, of Platteville-a much needed pastor's assistant for the long rides and the deep snows that have prevailed.

Supt. Haun, recently holding special meeting in the country, four miles from Waupun, writes "we have a good Sunday school out here. Bitter cold and rough roads but good audiences. God is surely honoring His blessed truth."

Rev. W. E. Rigby rejoices in the present of a bicycle from the Wauwatosa member of our Home Missionary Executive Committee, who has made many another Missionary happy by his generosity.

Rev. C. A. Wight's lecture upon "Apples of Gold" has been received with great pleasure and profit recently at Dodgeville, Potosi and elsewhere.

Rev. Chas. R. La Port may be addressed with reference to either supply or evangelistic work for the present at Kansasville, Wis.

The Ordination Council for Mr. H. H. Jacobs was called at the Pilgrim Cong'l church, Milwaukee, for Tuesday, March 8. Rev. F. B. Doe preached in Depere, March 6, renewing old friendships and speaking good words for the college he represented.




(CONTINUED FROM Page 77.)




than in gathering the revenues of vice. Pay it as a means of self protection, that the moral defenses of your life and home may be strengthened against the desolating raids of the enemy. Yes pay the war tax. But change its name! By the infinite humilia and travail which our Leader has endured for us, by the tenderness of those bonds by which He gives Himself to Call nothing a tax, which His love requires. Let the name be in harmony with these vital facts. Call it, the libation of love-or, the token of loyalty-or the vehicle of patriotism, or the spikenard vase.




us.
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    Sit Doon Gude-Wife. 
Sit doon gude wife and bide a spell 
 And draw your stool tae mine,- 
The night is creepin' doon the dell, 
  The stars aboon us shine. 


We baith hae luved the gloaming tide 
  Sae holy and sae sweet, 


When round our happy ingleside

The bairnies use' tae meet.

I dinna ask tae hear ye speak,

I ken ye'll no' complain,

Tho' wanner grows the poor wan cheek

Wi' sorrow and wi' pain

But sit ye doon an' rest a wee

And lay your hand in mine,

We'll dream 't is a' wi' you and me

As 't was in auld lang syne.

Ah! life is sweet and God is gude, 
  Tho' we are sair bereft- 


You'r happy in your motherhood 
 And mony a joy is left- 


I ca' tae mind your bonnie face; 
  Your lauchter licht an' free; 


Your luv that's aye my resting place 
 An' a' the warld tae me. 
Our hame is a' most empty noo- 
  They've left us one by one, 


An' still the he'rt an' cauld the broo' 
 O' him we leaned upon.- 
We'll walk the closer side by side,- 
  We'll no' hae lang tae part. 
The ilka while we hae' tae bide 
  We'll spend it heart tae heart. 
Retreat, Wis. WILLIAM HAUGHTON. 


  Barbers have universally adopted 
Pond's Extract. They prefer it to bay 
rum, cologne, or any other preparation 
used for bathing the face after shaving. 


Ho For London.

The great International Sunday-school Assembly convenes in London July 10-17. It will be a grand and memorable meeting. President S. S. Mathews, after great effort, has secured a rate to Sundayschool delegates of $69 for the round trip, Montreal to London and return, with stopovers at Chester-with its cathedral and old Roman wall-Stratford on Avon, Warwick Castle, Kenilworth and Oxford, sailing from Montreal June 25. Thirty-six can be accommodated from Wisconsin. It is a rare chance. Who can go? Speak quickly and communicate with Rev. S. S. Mathews, Milwaukee, for details. Great preparations for reception and outings for delegates are being made in London.

"A friend of the family." That's what every family calls Pond's Extract. Sold in our bottles only.
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Sursum Corda.

Brother, do thy locks begin to whiten, 
 As the years fast come and go? 
If thy heavenward way doth only 
   brighten, 


And thy burdens thy dear Lord doth lighten,

Heaven is nearer, you may know.

Art thou waiting in the allotted station, 
  While the years are passing on? 
Or, art weary, with strong inclination 
To remove thy present habitation 


To some field you dote upon?

Call to mind thy Lord on earth was staying,

'Mid such scenes as we behold, Never once his mission disobeying, While his love he daily was displaying;

Think of Him, when growing old. Let us have the spirit of our Master In our narrow humble sphere, And our Shepherd will provide our pas




ture




And protect his servants from disaster, 
  Therefore need we never fear. 
"Lo, I'm with you alway" he was saying, 
 With thee in the later years, 
With thee while upon the earth art stay- 
   ing, 


Therefore falter not, nor cease thy pray- 
    ing; 
  Have more joy and fewer tears! 
              EDWIN N. ANDREWS. 
Peshtigo, Jan. 8, '98. 


Embossed in Gold.

To buy and reproduce famous paintings involves an expenditure that could hardly be borne unless, as in the case of THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, the enterprise is sustained by the approval of more than five hundred thousand subscribers. THE COMPANION'S Souvenir Calendar for 1898, a series of charming figure-pieces, faith




CATARRH INHALER

FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper. CURES BY INHALATION,

And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897.

66 It cured me in three days of a stubborn cough. I believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS, ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheumatism." W. C. DANNALSO ISAAC MILLER. Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well.". [We can furnish thousands like the above.]
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fully copied in colors and embossed in gold, is recognized as one of the richest and most costly examples of this form of art. Yet every new subscriber receives it without additional charge. Moreover, the paper is sent free to new subscribers every week from the time the subscription is received until January, 1898, and then for a full year to January, 1899.

The popular price of THE COMPANION, $1.75 a year, and the character of its contents, make it a paper for every household. Exceptional attractions are promised for the fifty-two numbers to be issued during 1898. The Rt. Hon. W. E. Gladstone, the Hon. Thomas B. Reed, Rudyard Kipling. Lillian Nordica, John Burroughs, W. D. Howells and Max O'Rell are prominent in the long list of eminent contributors named in THE COMPANION's announcement, which will be sent free to any one addressing

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 205 Columbus Ave., Boston, Mass.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




RiponCollege.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Girls and boys develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipment 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,




TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosphical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees or A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Its Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is in charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east. The Judicious physical training of each stu dent is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opens Sept, 14, 1897. Address President Baton or Principal Burr




and OHIME BELLS. Beloit Wie.









VOL. IV.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




BELOIT, WISCONSIN, APRIL, 1898.
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The Cyclist's Necessity.




A




BOTTLE 
  OF 





POND'S PATENTS

EXTRACT

Is the REPAIR KIT for all




ACCIDENTS.




Unequaled for Quickly Healing 
Lameness and Soreness of 
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, 





Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir- 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 


MUNN & CO.361 Broadway. New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.
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If you once use it you will never again be without it. Pond's Extract is Nature's own remedy or aches and pains.




Ministerial Movements. Bennett, Rev. Wm. R., of graduating class, Chicago Seminary, is called to Darlington.

Davis, Rev. John, formerly of Spring Green Welsh church. has taken the Delafield church (Waukesha) lately cared for 'by his father-in-law. Rev. Sem Phillips.

Haughton, Rev. Wm., resigned at Sterl ing and DeSoto, April 3. to have charge of the public library at Viroqua.

McLaren, Rev. James, called to the permanent pastorate at Racine.

Morse, Rev. Edgar L., late of Tomah, has accepted call to Butternut and Park Falls, and is at work.

Pease, Rev. Wm., of Newark, Ohio, accepts call to Antigo.

Richardson, Rev. H. L, resigns at




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of Ripon, to go abroad for study in July.




thoroughly equipped road. 
FIRST-CLASS 





IN




 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
         the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN 
 CENTRAL 
  LINES 





   A PROGRESSIVE STATE. 
 No other State in the Union offers greater 
inducements for the location of Industries 
and Manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, 
with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abund- 
ance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, 
Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan- 
tages. 


  The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the 
Center of the State, and Manufacturers can 
find excellent locations for Plants, with fa- 
cilities for reaching markets everywhere. Re- 
liable information will be cheerfully furnished 
upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial 
Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 





HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





Thomas, Rev. J. A., of Friendship, resigned to accept call to Pine River and Saxeville, beginning the last of March.
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Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 


                                REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts.. Loisilla Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St., Chi., III. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                                One fee registers in both offices 
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Editorial.




With Christ in Passion-Time. This is the holiest part of the year. In these In these days which mark the closing hours of the death of our Lord, everything may be made to point to him. Not only does Easter bring us the great fact of our religion and of all history, but the weeks before Easter, bearing the sacred memories of the Passion, quicken the spirit of many disciples. That so many churches are making much of this time is reason for gladness and expectation. To be alone with Jesus in such scenes, to go with him day by day from Bethany to Jerusalem and return, to stand with him under the shadow of the cross and feel the awful mystery, to look steadfastly into his face as he goes up to Calvary and hear the words. he speaks under such intense living and dying, these holy influences bring such thrill and consecration of heart that the church which fails to give its congregation the privilege thus to live a week with the Master, misses the great opportunity of the year. The week of prayer in January is tame compared with this week in which we see no one save Jesus only; weeks of evangelistic service at other times are feeble as compared with the passion time.

Modern life is so busy, it has so much machinery to run. It is so "practical" that its spirit is either starved or smothered. Some "tangible" result is demanded of every thing. The commercial habit rules. Even in the church there is danger that our strength will be absorbed in the wheels. We are so apt catch at externals and side issues. The very services of the church suffer and all manner of methods and truths are pressing for trial or statement. To turn away from these, from all theological systems and formulated religion, and for days and weeks look earnestly into the face of Jesus, hear no voice but his, and enter thus into the

mighty courage and awful yet inspiring sorrow of his Passion will make a church strong in consecration and divine power.

"He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and sore troubled. Then saith he unto them, 'My soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto death; abide ye here and watch with me.' And he went forward a little and fell on his face and prayed, saying, 'O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless, not as I will but as thou wilt.' And he cometh unto the disciples and find eth them sleeping and saith unto Peter, 'What, could ye not watch with me one hour?'" Into such experiences and to watching with similar purpose the Master invites all his disciples at this holy time in the year.

Jesus is going up to Jerusalem. Strange, mysterious words have been spoken. We walk behind with the disciples, listening, wondering, seeing yonder the awful gloom, yet not knowing its meaning. We catch some of his courage and lofty purpose until, when Thomas exclaims "Let us also go that we may die with him," our souls respond -it would be good even to die with such a Christ. We come to Bethany and are guests at the feast. Silently Mary breaks the box of precious ointment and pours it on his feet. The sweet odor of the ointment is scarcely noticed so great is the holy thrill in your heart, you want to show your love too. Listen, "Against the day of my burying hath she kept this."

Palm Sunday comes. There is a thrill in the very air. The things that Jesus has said about a cross and death seem like a bad dream. Every one is eager, enthusiasm grows. Even Jesus speaks




words now that seem to mean victory. "Tell ye the daughter of Zion, 'Behold thy King cometh."" In the growing enthusiasm someone cries "Hosannah, blessed is he that come.h in the name of the Lord," and then the multitude catch up the cry and fill the air with their shout of victory. In some way all the long centuries that Israel has waited, the triumph of that hour and the centuries of Christian progress mingle in your thought. No wonder they cried Hosannah. Surely if these should hold their peace the very stones would cry out. On Monday and Tuesday we see him cleanse the temple of unholy traffic, but turn with infinite tenderness to heal the lame and blind. The authorities combine to destroy him. "His goodness has made the world's wickedness mad." They demand. his authority, they try to catch him in some word that may serve as cause for condemnation. He answers every attack and then puts them utterly to shame before the peopie. The terrible words of condemnation in which he shows their hypocrisy seem the more awful after we have listened so much to his gentleness.

Finally leaving the temple, so unholy and yet so sacred in his sight, he goes to the Mount of Olives. A light now shines in his face that even his disciples had never seen before. He looks across the valley to the dear city. In it should be centered all the hopes that Israel has gathered through the centuries. Yet how hopeless. No wonder he weeps and cries, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together......and ye would not." He looks into the coming centuries. So much of the prophesy of that moment is mingled with history in our thought. Nation shall rise against nation, ye shall be hated for my sake, some of you shall be put to death. But the triumph shall come and the gospel be carried into all the world.

On Wednesday we have the day alone with Jesus. Almost no record of it has been made, perhaps because its experiences seemed to the apostles too sacred to be told. Like Paul, they saw things unlawful to utter. It may well be that John looked back to some of the lofty communion of this day when he wrote that the world itself was not great enough to contain all that he did-not so much because these were many. as so very great. And Thursday. Surely no disciple can spend Thursday with Jesus without being always after a nobler soul. We go to the good man's house, hear those yearning words, "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer." See him now, washing the disciples' feet, then breaking the bread, "Tis is my body," and the cup, "my blood shed unto the remission of sins." Look at the disciples, how could they ever deny such a and, leaning on his breast, listen with thrilling Savior? You would like now to take John's place

soul to those last words. But when the climax comes and Jesus begins to pray, we reverently rise Father and Son is too holy for any human contact. and stand apart a little. Such fellowship between

Garden, listen in silent awe to his plea, "O my After this we follow him into the agony of the Father if it be possible, let this cup pass from me, nevertheless not as I will but as thou wilt." We see the arrest, and the awful events of Friday, world's crime. The Savior dies, the world is rewhen even the sun could not bear to look upon the deemed. If you follow Jesus in those days with reverent and obedient heart, you will appreciate as you may not otherwise, what a Master we serve, what a Savior we own.




[image: [blocks in formation]]







An Old and Faithful Servant Gone to Rest.




was




The Rev. Sem Phillips, of Waukesha, Wis., died suddenly Wednesday morning, January 26, while making a path through the snow from his barn to the parsonage. The first Sunday in Oct., 1894, he commenced duties as pastor of Tabernacle Welsh Congregational church at Waukesha. It no time before he made his way into the hearts of his parishoners, and it seemed that both young and old grew to love him more and more all the time, and his services were highly appreciated by all in the church and in the community. They feel deeply bereft in their loss. His death will not only be a loss to his own church and community, but to all the Welsh churches in Wisconsin, for in him they always found a true friend and a strong supporter. He was bred and born a Congregationalist, and there never was a man more loyal to his denomination. Yet he was not narrow-minded towards other orthodox denominations.




After




Mr. Phillips was born in Caermarthenshire, South Wales, January 21, 1821. He commenced preaching at the Bwlchnewydd Welsh Congregational church, where he was brought up, in 1840. spending three years in a preparatory school he was admitted into the Memorial Congregational College, Breknock, South Wales, in 1843. He graduated there in June, 1847, and was ordained the 16th of the same month, at Llangynydr, Brecknockshire. He moved to another field in Glamorganshire, called Llantrissant, in 1855, and from there to America in 1866. His first charge here was at Steuben and Penymynydd, Oneida Co., N. Y. He received a call from Dodgeville, Wis., in 1872, and settled there, where he worked hard for over 22 years. From thence he moved to Waukesha, Wis., in Oct., 1894. So he spent over 25 years of his ministerial life in Wisconsin, and his memory will be dear to the Welsh people here for many years to come. He was buried at Dodgeville, February 1. The funeral service was held at the Congregational church, whose pastorate he held for so many years, and the following ministers took part in the service: Revs. D. Dyfri Davies, Griffith Jones, R. Titmarsh, Dodgeville; John Williams, Hugh Owen, John. H. Davies, Barneveld; Thomas Evans, Racine; Thomas Y. Evans, Berlin; Henry Davies, Bangor; Owen Owens, Rewey. Revs. John D. Davies, Spring Green; O. O. Jones and Wm. Mathews, Waukesha, attended the funeral, which was largely attended, but would have been much larg

er if it had not been for the weather.

The first Sunday in January he admitted seven new members, young people, into his church at Waukesha. So he ended his course rejoicing in the work of his Master, and died in the harness,according to a desire he expressed a little while ago, after preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ for 58 Thomas Evans. years.




Racine.




Some voters are always too busy ro attend to their country's business.




C. E. District Conventions.




I. That of the South Central District convened at Oregon, March 31-April 2, President Geo. C. Weiss ably conducting the sessions. It was a delightful session, with a program that proved deeply, and it is hoped permanently, impressive.

Miss Grace M. Salisbury presented greetings from Oregon. Among the more attractive themes Ferris; "Living Epistles," by Miss Millie E. Branwere "Our Providential Calling," by Rev. H. J. del, Ft. Atkinson; "Requisites for Successful Committee Work," by Walter Ferris, Columbus; "Christian Citizenship," by Rev. R. C. Denison, Janesville; "Methods of Work," by A. E. Matheson; "The Endeavorer in the Home," by Ernest Smith, Madison; "Christ Exemplified," by Mr. W. E. Fagg. Addresses were also announced from Loomis, Windsor; Rev. F. E. Lyon, Madison; Rev. Rev. Henry Holmes, Wauwatosa; Rev. A. L. P. E. G. Updike, Madison; Rev. Fred Staff, Fort Atkinson, and Miss Florence Baker, state secretary. The song services were full of vim. The Junior Conference and Rally were conducted acceptably

by Miss Henwood, of Madison. A Missionary Conference, with reports from the Student Volunteer Conference, was conducted by Mr. Kempton and members of the State University. Supt. Buswell, of the Watertown Bible Institute, followed the sessions with Sunday evangelistic services.

II. The Winnebago District Convention was delightfully entertained at Fond du Lac March 3031, Pres. Clyde H. Sedgwick in the chair. Devotional meetings were led by Miss Susie Pinkham, Fond du Lac, and Mr. Chas. L. Hill, Rosendale. Pres. H. J. Yapp, of the Fond du Lac union, gave the address of welcome. The Dist. Jr. Supt., Miss Wilkie, occupied the Junior Hour with an Exposition of Band of Mercy work, conducted beautitifully by the "Rex" Band-Rex himself included. Supt. J. O. Buswell led the daily Bible studies, and a pleasant afternoon feature of each day was a social half hour of intermission. The evening addresses were by Rev. J. G. Blue, of Waukesha, of the Wisconsin Christian Alliance, on "Christian Citizenship as Promoted by Christian Cooperation;" and on the closing evening by Rev. L. C. Smith, followed by a farewell and consecration hour, led by Rev. J. O. Buswell. Other themes presented were "Christian Citizenship-What Can a Girl Do?" by J. R. Bloom, Menasha; "Mission Sunday-schools," by Rev. Geo. C. Haun; "The Pledge, Outside and In," by S. T. Kidder, Menasha; "The Need of the Hour," (Missionary) by Rev. O. H. Chapin, Milwaukee; "Our Qualification as Endeavorers," by Supt. W. D. Gibson, Appleton. Thursday morning various speakers took ten minute parts in a Symposium on "The Christian Endeavor Organization-Merits and Defects." The next session goes to Manitowoc. New offiMr. W. E. Starr, Fond du Lac, president; Miss Susie Bemis, Plymouth, Vice Pres.; Mr. Henry Sorensen, Neenah, Sec.; Mr. Chas. L. Hill, Rosendale, Treas. Miss Wilkie continues as Junior Superintendent,
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BUSINESS CORNER.




EDITORIAL FORCE.




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Review, Exchange and Church-note Editor-REV. SAMuel T. 
         KIDDER, Menasha. 





Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. Morse, Tomah. 
February, REV. J. A. RowELL, Mondovi. 
March, MR. EBEN E. REXFORD, Shiocton. 


April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 
August, REV. C. E. Blodgett, Burlington. 
September, Rev. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
October, PREs. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 


Heads or Departments




Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Menasha. 
Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 


W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton.

W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 
Education-Prominent Educators of Wisconsin. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

AdvertisemenTS:-Liberal rates furnished on application to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.




Entered as Second Class Matter at Beloit, Wisconsin.




"Sow love, and taste its fruitage pure; Sow peace and reap the harvest bright; Sow sunbeams on the rock and moore, And find a harvest home of light."




-Horatius Bonar.




Measure thy life by loss instead of gain, 
Not by wine drunk, but by the wine poured forth; 
For life's strength standeth in life's sacrifice, 
And whoso gives the most has most to give. 





-Anon.




Exchanges and books for review should be addressed to Our Church LIFE, Menasha, Wis.




Ramey Medicators and Hartford Record for sale at half price at the Beloit office.




Who can furnish a copy of the last issue of the old Bulletin? Copies of most of the issues of OUR CHURCH LIFE can be furnished free if the postage is paid, from the Beloit office.




Do the engravings which appear in OUR CHURCH LIFE from time to time, add to the interest and value of the paper enough to justify the increased of the total issue? If so, push your canexpense vass till the subscription list reveals the fact. The paper is still furnished in clubs or in single subscriptions to any postoffice address for 25c. each. Specimen copies and subscription blanks furnished free on application at the Beloit office.

We are glad to report that Supt. Grassie was able to return from Milwaukee to his Ashland home the latter part of March and, though still weak, is convalescent and looking after his work.




Iowa Home Missionary Society, has been sick. We wonder if the debt of that society has any connection with it in the overburdening effect. Iowa and Secretary Douglass have our sincere sympathy and best wishes.




Rev. and Mrs. F. B. Doe were called the latter part of March to St. Louis, by the serious and it was feared the fatal sickness of their oldest daughter, Mrs. Jean Warner Knight. Their hundreds of friends in Wisconsin, the southwest and elsewhere, will be deeply and sympathetically moved by their




sorrow.




Brother Haun writes-"We have had a year of blessed service! In addition to all the special and general work we were able to do, we have planted 32 new schools in Wisconsin during the year. Bro. Willan is now working up in Price Co. Many new settlers are constantly coming in, and new towns are springing up like weeds.




Theosophistic lectures have temporarily divided one of our Mission fields, leaving a "Temple of Truth," whose membership, large at first, was rapidly waning at last accounts.

"Our congregations have grown too large for the number of our hymn books. Do you know of any church which has a number of Plymouth Hymnals or Plymouth Collection that it would be willing to transfer from its store room to our collection?" W. E. Rigby, Missionary, Kewaunee.

Churches that have communion sets which they are willing to turn over to Home Missionary churches, please report to the Beloit office.

The Bible school at Watertown holds a special session July 6 to August 3, followed immediately by the Fourth Annual Bible Conference August 4 to 13. The leaders hope in answer to prayer, to secure at least five tents and ten men for evangelistic work in needy regions, during the coming season. No funds are solicited, no stipulated salaries or tuition are required. The school and workers expect support in direct answer to prayer.




Scissored Smiles.




Patrick's face was so homely that, as he used to say, it seemed an "offince to the landscape;" and he was as poor as he was homely. One day a neighbor met him, and said:




"And how are ye, Pat?"




"Mighty bad," answered Pat. "It is shtarvation that is shtarin' me in the face."

"Is that so?" said the sympathetic inquirer. "Sure, and it can't be very pleasant for ayther of ye."-Richmond Dispatch.

"I have been almost a hermit," sighed the successful man. "Now that my fortune is made, and I have a little time of my own, I find it impossible to get in touch with the world."




"You ought to get a bicycle," suggested his We regret to note that Secretary Douglass of the friend.-Indianapolis Journal,









Death of Mrs. Sawyer.




On Wednesday morning, February 16, after an




South Milwaukee, and for nearly six years Mrs. Sawyer has dwelt in our midst.

Her two little children, Edith, aged nine years, and Millard, aged seven, survive her, and remain to solace the lonely hours of their father.

The funeral services were held at the Congregational church, which was filled to overflowing. Impressive services were conduct

ed by the Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D., pastor of the Grand Avenue Congregational church, of Milwaukee, of which church Mrs. Sawyer was formerly a member, assisted by Rev. O. H. Chapin, of the Perseverence Presbyterian church, Rev. Judson Titsworth, of Plymouth Congregational church, and Rev. S. S. Mathews, of Hanover Street Congregational church, Milwaukee. The large assemblage of sorrowing friends bore witness to the love and esteem in which she was held. Resolutions were sent from the Fox Lake church and read by Mr. Mathews in connection with the service.

Among the floral offerings was one from the W. C. T. U., of Milwaukee, consisting of a cluster of beautiful Easter lilies, accompanied by a card inscribed, "When I awake in His Likeness;" beautiful Calla lilies from the schoolmates of little Edith, in Miss Cavanaugh's room and Miss Grant's class; a pillow of roses from the Christian Endeavor society and lovely clusters and designs from the Ladies' Aid society, the W. C. T. U., the Monday
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illness of about three weeks, Alice M. Sawyer, wife Night Club, Mrs. Sawyer's Sunday-school class




of Rev. F. Stowe Sawyer, after every effort to save her life had failed, quietly fell asleep. No one can estimate the loss to this community. She was an ideal minister's wife, earnest, faithful, true; a leader in all good work, in the church and in society. The good people of our Congregational church have been asking "what will our church do without her?" She was organist and leader of the choir, superintendent of the Sunday-school, president of the W. C. T. U., and took an active part in all church work. For several years she was Secretary of the Woman's Home Missionary society, of Wisconsin. How much she will be missed only those can fully realize who have been closely associated with her in her work for the Master. She was one of those ministering spirits who make the Christian religion a blessed thing




in actual life.




Mrs. Sawyer was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Millard, of Milwaukee, from whom she

inherited her strong unwavering Christian faith,

and a sister of Rev. William B. Millard, pastor of the Congregational church of New London, Wis., who is well-known to many of our people. She was born May 20, 1864; received her education in the public schools of Milwaukee, and after graduating from the High School became a teacher in the public schools of that city. She was married to Rev. F. Stowe Sawyer, September 7, 1886, and at once entered upon the, to her, pleasant duties of a young pastor's wife, at Fox Lake, Wis., where her husband was pastor of the Congregational church. At the end of six years Mr. Sawyer was chosen pastor of the Congregational church of




and the children of the public school of South Milwaukee, besides many individual contributions from friends and relatives, so that her casket lay in the church in a very bower of lilies and roses. The choir sang beautiful selections. Dr. Ide read a poem so suggestive of the gentle, patient, loving character of the deceased that there were few dry eyes in the church. His discourse was very tender and moved all hearts to a desire to emulate the valuable life that was thus suddenly ended. With loving care they bore the casket to the little cemetary on the hill back of the church and deposited it in its final resting place.

Mr. Sawyer has the heartfelt sympathy of many friends in South Milwaukee, who mourn with him in a common bereavement. The lovely spirit thus released from its earthly tenement has thus suddenly taken its flight to a happier world than this. It remains for those she left behind, as best they can, to cairy on the blessed work of service which was her chief delight.-South Milwaukee Journal.

Children's Day, Sunday June 12.

The Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society makes its usual offer to furnish free a Children's Day exercise, including music, recitations and collection envelopes to every church and Sunday school that will forward the offering of the day to this Society. This is our own Sunday School Missionary Work in Wisconsin. Every pastor or Sunday School superintendent that has not received a sample copy of this exercise may have such by applying to Rev. Geo. C. Haun, Madison, Wis. This is the time of year, and the day when our churches remember this department of our work. Let us all make thorough preparation for a good day with our schools, and a generous offering for our Sunday School Missionary Work.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.
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District Missionaries:-Southern District, Rev. R. L. Cheney, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D.,. F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                            J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. Leavitt, J. O. Myers, Rev. C. A. Wight, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY, 
       REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. Geo. H. IDE, *REV. W, W. Rose, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV. A .L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. Ellis, Rev. J. W. White, Rev. T. Z. EVANS. 





*Deceased.




Financial Statement-March 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Brandon, $19.30; Beloit 1st, $55.; Brillion, $.90; Durand, $9.50; Hadlock, $1.73; Harris Ridge, $1.10; Ithaca, $4.20; Janesville, $1.60; Lake Mills, $10.; Leon, $3.30; Maple Ridge. $2.02; Milton, $6.54; Milwaukee Plymouth, $150.; Milwaukee Ladies, $50.; Neptune, $.74; Pine River, $1.75; Pleasant Valley,$3.32; Quincy, $.80; Springvale, $16.71; Spring Valley, $3.06; Saxeville, $1.27; Union Grove, $27.; Victory, $.70; West Salem, $59.13. Total churches......

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




.....$429.67
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Our new policy, to which Bro. Dexter and the Congregationalist have recently so effectively called the attention of the country, among other important steps, emphasizes an aggressive advance into the unevangelized and undeveloped regions of our state. The need is evident since in this southern portion of the state are found well settled regions, 80 by 20 miles in extent, with many of less extent, without a single English protestant church of any denomination, and whole counties that notwithstanding the large foreign element, and the ministry using a foreign language, are neither evangelized nor Christianized to the extent that is demanded by our American patriotism and our protestant Christianity.

Our District Missionary policy of more thorough cultivation and development both financially and spiritually, of the older fields for the sake of and along with this conquest of the newer regions, is well begun, well established, and abundantly justifies itself to those conversant with it, and who have the largemindedness of the Savior as they view the field.

Notwithstanding diminished receipts during the hard times from the churches, etc, bequests have providentially come so as to make it possible to continue our work without disastrous curtailment in any direction. In fact no grant has been refused or diminished merely because of lessened receipts or because of increased expenditures. Since your executive committee have had the faith (and the evidence in legacies) that needed funds would come for a conservatively aggressive administration of the new policy, there has been the purpose to develop selfhelp and self-sacrifice and to recognize and to emphasize more and more that our campaign is and ought to be one of conquest, the whole of Wisconsin as a part of a larger whole and for the sake of the regions beyond.

Until at least the average is reached, of one dollar per resident member from all sources, including women's societies, Endeavor societies, Sabbath schools and individuals as well as congregations, our Home Missionary campaign of conquest can not go forward as it ought. The machinery is in place and in order which is capable of administering without appreciable increase of outlay double the present income. The larger the income then, the smaller the percentage for administration, and the greater the relative good acomplished. Wisconsin's motto for state and church is "Forwar 1.""

Shall we go forward or backward? Hopefulness marks the financial skies. The work is hopetul. The talk is hopeful. The receipts of the year, aside rom legacies, which March 31, were slightly in advance of the same period last year, are yet not keeping pace with our hope. Shal there not be an immediate rallying of praying and giving whose results shall justify the eager anticipations of the we visioned Prof. Blaisdell, who inaugurated the policy, and on those who are earnestly seeking to extend it?




From the Field.




FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST.




The letter heads of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society contain this suggestive text: We are laborers together with God. He, not simply through us, but in us, and with us is winning our state to himself. It is a labor of love, and hence a labor requiring self sacrifice. No sacrifice, no love. Suffering measures love. He loved us, and gave himself for us. Paul prayed, as for the richest blessing, that he might know the Fellowship of his suffering. Christ never chose for us, no more than for himself, an easy life. The cross is the symbol of our faith. The cross is love sacrificing self for others. The aim of our lives should not be how little we can do, and give for others, and still claim to be Christ's but rather fellowship with Christ in loving and in giving. Our missionary problem should not be how to cut down the cost of the service. but how to increase its efficiency. John Watson asks "What has close fellowship with God ever proved to man, but a costly, selfsacrificing service."




A NEW CHURCH.




In the sandy regions of Adams county nearly a score of miles from any railroad, among the jack pines, clearings are appearing, and new homes are being built. Like all pioneers the people are poor. Hadlock is a new postoffice recently established on the banks of the Wisconsin river. In this neighborhood are several Scandinavian families and a few Americans. Here, assisted by Pastor Thomas of Friendship, services were held and a church was organized. The members are a praying, working band. Not able to support regular services conducted by a pastor, they meet on Sundays and in mid week evenings to hold prayer and conference meetings, and God is with them. They are not too poor to have fellowship with Christ, and out of their deep poverty they are supporting a girl in a mission school in China, and have given a fine offering to the Home Missionary society. This is a sample of "Invading the Rural regions." There are many such opportunities. Shall God's people say "We begrudge the cost of the service that enables such organizations to be formed, and the society must curtail expense of field workers ?" Nay, God's people are saying: "Like our Master we have compassion on the people scattered like sheep without a shepherd. We, through you, our representatives, will go out and gather them into the fold."




MISSIONARIES promoted.




One feature of the new policy of the society is to encourage older fields, and to this end, does what it wisely can to establish more firmly pastoral relations. It recognizes that a source of weakness and loss to many of our churches is the frequent change of pastor resulting in evil both to pastor and people. After meetings and conferences in Chilton, Rev. Henry S. Evert, after serving over a year as "an hireling" by the year, was elected as pastor, and thus the church gave testimony to the value of his services. Now, the almanac does not bring around the question: "Shall we keep this preacher another year?" Brother Evert is now "Our Pastor.




In Pitts




ville after meetings were held the same things were done there and Rev. A. A. Martin's "hireling davs" are over, and he i Pastor Martin now, greatly loved for his works' sake.




A MOTHER GETTING WEAK.




The closing weeks of March were spent with the church in Shopiere. While here I was invited to attend the Fortieth anniversary of Clinton church, a daughter of Shopiere church. Forty years ago Shopiere gave up 19 of its members who were among the most saintly men and women whose lives have blessed Southern Wisconsin. Clinton is one of our strongest churches, and it is no disparagement to others, to say that the Clinton church received much of its high spiritual and missionary ideal from the Benedicts, Olds, Tuttles and Warners who came from Shopiere church. Verily they were a Godly race, and their children are among our honored missionary bands. But Shopiere, bereft of choice workers, still had saints left who have kept on until this day. Removals have greatly weakened it. It has no resident pastor and is supplied by Mr. Phil H. Ralph of the Senior Class Beloit College, who is doing good service. Though weak in numbers, Shopiere has still left consecrated men and women of vision and the old church will yet be a mother of missionaries and a power making for the building up of Christ's Kingdom.




DIST MISS'Y DEXTER,









Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union.




OFFICERS:




    President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
    Vice-Presidents--MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. 
HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac. 


Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. 
Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. 
Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison. 





All moneys should be sent to the new treasurer, Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.




How It Comes In.




A few minutes study of the treasurer's reports, as published in this paper, for the first six months of one year, shows a sum considerably less than one half the amount we aim to raise for the year. What are we going to do during these last months of the year to meet our obligations? Most faithful and efficient work is being done by our missionaries all over this home land, oftentimes with great sacrifice of personal comfort and pleasure. Shall we not be willing and even glad to sacrifice something, rather than that anything should be added to the already heavy burdens, because our money failed to reach the treasury?




REPORT OF W. W. H. M. U. FOR MARCH, 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Arena, $.80; Arena 2nd, $4.; Beloit 1st, $37.28; Beloit 2nd, $5; Brodhead, $4.42; Evansville, $5.; Platteville Pearl Gatherers, $1.; Rochester, $8.; Milwaukee, Grand Ave., $10; Madison, Y. W. Guild, $20.; Sun Prairie, $1.71; Windsor, $5.50........




Hayward......




NORTHERN WISCONSIN.




AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.




$102.71




$ 12.00




Beloit 1st. $14.65; Milwaukee, Grand Ave., $20.; Rochester, $8.; Windsor, $5.; Sun Prairie, $2.71..........$ 50.36

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BUILDING SOCIETY.

Beloit 1st, $2.75; Rochester, $2.; Sun Prairie, $1.71......$ 6.46

CONGREGATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY.

Beloit 1st. $3.75; Elgerton, $6.17; Ashland, $10.; Rochester, $2.08; Sun Prairie, $1.71.......

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND PUBLISHING SOCIETY.




.$ 23.71




Beloit 1st, $.75; Rochester, $2.08; Sun Prairie, $1.71...$_4.54




Windsor.....




EXPENSE fund.




Total receipts..........

Cash on hand March 1st..........




DISBURSEMENTS.




.$ .50




$200.28 .$ .49




$200.77




12.00 50.36 6.46 23.71




Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.... 
Northern Wisconsin....... 





.$102.71
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4.54




$200.77




MRS. L. E. SMITH, 
Treas. W. W. H. M. U. 
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Pastor and Parishioner.

The above heading implies a very broad subject. But we must narrow the view. The writer was thinking of certain rural parishioners. They are generally good, kind people whom the parson likes to visit, especially in summer when he can take the children to see the farm animals. All this is pleasant to contemplate. But now and then it may be that some little business transaction comes up which develops an exceeding smallness which takes away the romance of those summer surroundings and causes the defrauded parson and wife to seek elsewhere for those who may be called true friends.

To illustrate the smallness of some who may live on a large farm and be members of the church: A certain farmer in the fall had some pumpkins. He thought the pastor would have none, so he took along one, called at the parsonage and asked if they wanted it. Yes, it would be well to have such an article. What do you ask for it?" "Well," was the reply, "I don't know but a dollar would be about right for it." The pastor might not have been as green as he was supposed to be, or he may have been even more so. He did not feel like refusing either the pumpkin or the dollar and so paid it over.

Here is another case. The parson's wife said to a confidant: "I have long since resolved to have no business dealings with our parishioners." "How so?" "Because if I do, and am cheated, I must be like the sheep, dumb before her shearers. It will not answer to complain. If I did so I would not hear the last of it.

To illustrate: I had been having good butter from one outside our congregation. After a while I thought I would change and patronize one of our good members. At first the butter was good. After a few weeks the article was so bad we could not use it. Evidently the best was sent to the stores, while the bad was sent to the pastor's family, because he would not complain. Then it came to pass that patience ceased to be a virtue; but how to stop further transaction and not offend the "good" farmer's family was no small perplexity. We are not informed how the matter was arranged.

It is to be hoped that such cases of meanness are rare, especially on the part of members of a church, and we must believe they are so. But a pastor's family now and then need the opportunity to speak out in self defense if not "in meetin.”

A certain brother who could acquit himself well in prayer "in meetin" came to the pastor and said he had a load of hay he wished to present him. The hay was delivered, and the kind man went to the nearest store and bought goods to the amount of the value of the hay, and charged the bill to the

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. pastor! This is an "over true tale."




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

    Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. 
DENNISON, Janesville. 


Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stoughton 
Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. 
Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK.




Dr. Goddard's February letter is dated at the new home. The day they reached Ingkok over two hundred visitors came, in companies, to see the home so strange to them. It was necessary to dismiss these for a few days when they were all invited to call again. Already requests have been received for a school for women, which should be opened in this hopeful field as soon as help shall come.




But "there are others," and there are also many instances of kindness and benevolence and fair dealing on the part of country parishioners. It is hoped that some one will send the CHURCH LIFE a picture of the brighter side of the life of the parson and his family. MRS. PARSON.




Cleansing is through the blood. Forgiveness and cleansing are both through the blood. The blood breaks the power that sin has in heaven to condemn us. The blood thereby also breaks the power of sin in the heart to hold us captive. The blood has a ceaseless operation in heaven from moment to moment. The blood has likewise a ceaseless operation in our hearts, to purify, to keep pure the heart into which sin always seeks to penetrate from the flesh. The blood cleanses the conscience from dead works, to serve the living God. The marvelous power that the blood has in heaven, it has also in the heart.— Rev. Andrew Murray, in "The New Life."









Life In Our Churches.




Appleton-Rev. John Faville, past r. Rev. F. B. Doe preached in Appleton Feb. 27, where he was pastor from 1858 to 1868, receiving a hearty welcome, and assurance of generous aid in building Science Hall of Ripon College. About one thousand attended the evening service. The choir composed of 106 boys is indeed a wonder.

Arena 2nd, 3rd, and Mill Creek-Rev. G. E. Plant, pastor. The work is in fair condition. Perfect harmony all along the line. The Mill Creek church has been repaired, pulpit and all. The sheds at the 2nd church are complete and are a blessing to the horses. The 3rd church is now free from debt. The spiritual condition of the church is on the rise. Pray for us.

Chilton, with outstations of Hilbert and Brillion. Rev. H. S. Evert, pastor, says, "For the last six weeks I have had roads to go over that were as bad at times as 'Dr. McClure's.' On our way to Brillion the horses fell through to the bottom of about 32 feet of soft snow and water. I thought our fate had been sealed. We got through, however, though one of the horses was hurt and a shoe torn off in the effort to extricate his foot. Our drive yesterday was 34 miles. We had a splendid Sunday-school convention here Friday and Saturday last. Bro. Haun spoke for us Friday night."

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. The Clinton church observed its Fortieth Anniversary March 30, with very interesting exercises afternoon and evening. The address of welcome by the pastor, Rev. Wm. Moore, was responded to by Mr. W. W Swingle, clerk of the Shopiere church which is the mother of the Clinton church. There were four Historical Pavers presented by different members of the church, covering the four decades from 1858 to 1898. During that time 459 have been received to membership, and 257 lost, leaving the present number 202. Since the Twenty-fifth Anniversary was observed in 1883. 41 members have died. Obituary notices of these were read by Mrs. Geo. Covert. This church has iour missionaries at work under the American Board, Mrs. A. C. Wright and Rev. O. C. Olds in Mexico, and Miss Hattie Benedict and Mrs. W. L. Curtis in Japan. Letters were received from all of these, expressing their loyalty and love for their old church home, In the evening addresses were made by three of the eight former pastors, Rev. S. D. Peet, Rev. W. J. Clark and Rey. F. N. Dexter, also by Rev. Dr. Leavitt of Beloit. Letters were read from two other former pastors, Rev. D. M. Breckenridge and Rev. P. F. Warner. The exercises were largely attended by members of neighboring churches as well as of the home church, and were greatly enjoyed by all. Sunday, March 27, the pastor preached an anniversary sermou from the text, "These forty years the Lord thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing."

Coloma-Rev. Idrys Jones, pastor. Nine were received into membership at the Congregational church, Coloma Corners, on March 20, making the number 30 received in both churches of Hancock and Coloma in the course of three years. May the blessing of God rest upon the people.

Durand-Rev. J. A. Eakin, pastor. Under the leadership of the pastor $600 has been raised for a public library. A church handbook with a revised constitution will soon be published.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. A new barn was erected, in the fall, cn the parsonage lot, and the parsonage considerably improved, at an expense of about $250. The ladies' annual bazaar in November, netted over $100. Several entertainments have been given under the auspices of the ladies society, The Willing Workers." A young ladies' society has been organized, and is working industriously to aid in paying for the barn or other necessary improv ments. Early in the fall a beautiful pulpit Bible was presented to the church by a visiting friend, Mr. Dorrence of Camden, N. Y., valued at $20. Beginning with the week of prayer, evening services were held for three weeks by the Congregational and M. E. churches. Rev. H. H. Jacobs, now of Pilgrim church, Milwaukee, assisted one week. Severe storms prevented the continuance of the meetings, which was much regretted, as the interest seemed to increase. Within a few weeks the pastor has preached a patriotic sermon which elicited avorable comment from the local press, and arranged for an interesting Willard Memorial service. The friends of temperance were grateful, there being no W. C. T. U. in the place to render this loving service. On the whole, the church is prosperous from a worldly point of view, and only needs the Holy Spirit to "breathe upon the dry bones." Then we should live, and become a power in the community.




In




Eau Claire Second-Rev. D. R. Anderson, pastor. March, 11 were received into membership, 10 of them on confession. Through the generosity of a friend the pastor and wife were enabled to take, in the past month, a brief respite with a son in North Carolina. 18 young people emphasized the love of his people by seeing the pastor off upon the 11 o'clock p. m. train.

Emerald Grove-Rev. Chas. W. Dennis, pastor, reports encouraging prospects in all departments. The unity of the church is complete. The Ladies' Aid Society has done some hard work but has been well rewarded. An ice house has been built and filled, ventilators placed in the audience room of the church and extensive repairs made on the old church building, which is used for socials, lectures, etc. Four new members




have united with the church, and more are expected at next communion.

Green Bay-Rev. J. L. Hewitt, pastor. The parsonage stands on ground presented by John Jacob Astor, who also gave the first bell for the old meeting house. Washington Irving gave $50 towards this first meeting house. In the congregation, General George B. McClellan found his wife, and General Giant was for a time a worshiper, while his daughter, Mrs, Nellie Grant Sartoris was for some months also a member of the congregation. Green Bay was a station for fugitive slaves on the "underground railway," and the belfry of the old meeting house was once the safe refuge of a father and children on their flight to freedom in Canada. To hear such facts and see Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Porter's home in which Miss Mary Porter of China was born, still standing unchanged, reminds one of the romantic and important place in history which this leading church occupies. The pastor's six years of able and devoted work here has told and will continue to tell for the large interests of the Kingdom. Dr. Hewitt, though not a man that pushes himself, has always filled leading pulpits by the force of his ability and will undoubtedly continue to do so. Hadlock-Church organized Feb. 20, with nine members, a new work in Adams County under the care of Rev. J. A. Thomas of Friendship.

Hazel Green Primitive Methodist Church-Rev. J. Chillinor pastor-have voted to become Congregational and to retain their present pastor, both seeking our fellowship. The movement was entirely from within their own number, and was harmoniously made after a thorough canvass and deliberate cansideration of the grave question. The church has a goo I meeting house and parsonage free from debt, (standing in the path of the cyclone of 1876), and a congregation of 75 to 125, with a field for usefulness in a thriving village of the richest town in Grant County. By invitation, Secretary Carter preached and expounded Congregationalism to this church March 20.

Milwaukee. The Congregational Club held its last meeting. March 7, in Plymouth church. Dr. John Faville, of Appleton, spoke on "Individualism and Socialism;" Rev. Robert C. Denison, of Janesville, on "American Culture." Supper was served by the Women's Auxiliary of Plymouth. The next meeting will be held in Wauwatosa, May 10.

Milwaukee, Grand Avenue-Rev. Geo. H. Ide, pastor. In a reprint of the last Christmas sermon, a review of Dr. Ide's seventeen years of pastoral service here is made. 607 persons meanwhile have been received to membership, $45,000 raised in benevolence, and $112,000 for current expenses and $38,000 for building.

Milwaukee, Hanover Street-Rev. S. S. Matthews, pastor. A quiet work seems in progress at this church. Seven and nine have been received at the last two communions, all but three on confession of faith. The church seems to be getting upon a more distinctly spiritual basis in its methods of work. The London tour to be conducted by Pastor Matthews, has already more applicants than can be acommodated.

Mondovi-Rev. J. A. Rowell, pastor-has just passed through a most refreshing season of special union services. 44 united with the church at last communion, doubling the membership, husbands and wives and children being among the number. It is believed that 100 conversions have resulted in the town.

Necedah-Mr. H. Boughton, pastor. At a recent communion thirty-two united-fruits of the late revival-and more are expected.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith. pastor. The Easter "Pilgrim" is aglow with child faces of the parish, wreathed in lilies. Its contributions are of a high literary order. Rev. Geo. C. Haun lately presented the state Sunday-school work here, and $25 were contributed. The Sunday-school library has been replenished with 30 volumes. Special music of unusual attractiveness has been arranged for Easter.

Oshkosh Plymouth-Rev. H. F. Tyler, pastor. The new rastor finds the work opening in a very auspicious manner. The audiences are large, comfortably filling the new church. A most delightful reception was recently given in honor of the new pastor and his family, which was attended by a large number, including the pastors of nearly all the city churches and their wives. An address of welcome, on behalf of the city churches was given by Rev. E. H. Smith, of the First church, and responded to by Mr. Tyler. A fine musical program followed, and refreshments were then served Bro. Tyler was from Columbus. Ohio, and trained in Oberlin. Previous charges at Millville, N. Y., Minneapolis, Minn., (Mayflower church), Allegan, St. Joseph and Ludington, Mich.

Park Falls. The new pastor, Rev. Edgar L. Morse, reports the prompt organization of an Endeavor Society and the introduction of new singing books into the Sunday-school. Plymouth-Rev. Geo. B. Hubbard, pastor. After 50 fruitful years in the ministry and 10 years of honored and blessed service with this church, Father Hubbard retires with a young heart but an enfeebled body. Mr. F. C. Bliss, who served the church during his last summer's vacation, after his graduation in June, will take this pastorate.

Potosi-Rev. Aaron Breeze, pastor. The work of the Master is moving along harmoniously in this field. An interest in the house of the Lord is proved by large congregations in attendance every Sabbath. The lecture given by Rev. C. A. Wight of









Platteville, on "Apples of Gold," was well received, and replenished the treasury of the Y. P. S. C. E. Our Junior Endeavor is doing well under the presidency of Miss Mary Ennor. They realized $14 from a "Basket Social." The Sunday-school is in a healthy condition, with Deacon Thomas Davies as superintendent. The Ladies' Aid Society is a criterion of what women are and can do. A noble society for keeping church property insured and attending to church property in general. Royalton-Rev. Jos. Herbert, pastor. Brother Haun left us yesterday morning. Preparation had been made for his coming by extra prayer-meetings, prayer for individuals, earnest preaching of the gospel, and by a sermon on the Sabbath preceding, counselling a loyal following of Brother Haun as a special servant of our Master. He began on Monday, the 7th, and closed on the following Sabbath evening. I have never seen a community so fully captured and so much good done in one short week as I have seen here. I cannot give figures at this early date, but I can say with safety that the church has been greatly blessed and quite a number have signified a purpose to live a Christian life. Men have been largely reached. A blessed work has been done among the children. If we are able to lead them on, a very large number of our children will grow up into Christian men and women. Oh that God will give strength and wisdom. Pray for us. We are in our Eastman Memorial Parsonage and find it a great help to be in reach of our work.




I




Sterling and DeSoto. Father Haughton,our beloved poet of Retreat, writes-"I take this occasion to write you about my intended change as regards the churches here, Sterling and DeSoto. On Sunday (April 3.) I offered my resignation, to take place in the near future, not later than the close of June, earlier if another pastor offers to fill my place. I regret it, but I am getting to old for the work, and my lungs trouble me on Mondays after Sunday labor. I have served Congregational churches in this county now twenty-five years; fourteen of which have been given to Sterling and D. Soto churches. have had, on the whole, a very pleasant charge here-wish my labors could show better results-yet I have accomplished something for the Master. The good people of Viroqua offer me the position of Librarian of the Free Library in that city. The salary is small as yet-but as I will have the forenoons and the Sundays free, I may be able to supplement it from other sources -will, I trust, be able to support my little family in Viroqua. Sturgeon Bay-Rev. L. E. Osgood, pastor. Fourteen united with the church Mar. 6, all but three on confession This is the first fruits of a union work under Evangelist Pratt. A large union class has been organized for Bible suudy. A special sermon was preached to the Sunday-school Apr. 3, at the unveiling of the Roll of Honor. The names of 145 were enrolled for faithful attendance the first quarter. The average for the quarter was 180. A Home Department is being started.

Tomah-pastorless. Union Services with the Baptist and Methodist churches of the place were lately held with good results. "The spirit of brotherhood was never so marked.'

Two Rivers-Rev. J. N. Davidson, pastor. This church is holding special services during the latter part of Lent. It is purposed to celebrate the Lord's Supper on the evening of Thursday in Passion week. Four have been received to membership siuce New Year's. Washington's Birthday was celebrated by a New England supper and entertainment, of readings and music, which was a marked success, financially and otherwise. Brother Davidison's "Two Rivers" song, is highly spoken of. At Two Creeks the attendance at evening meetings usually shows two men to one woman as an average. A recent Thursday noted exactly that proportion. The Two Rivers Sabbath-school has paid its debt. Its Y. P. S. C. E. is raising money for a needed addition to the meeting house. The paster has pupils in Latin at both of his points and as a member of the "Parkman clnb" is making valuable contributions to the history of our churches.

Union Grove-Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor. Special meetings were held during the month of January, with assistance for a week from Rev. Henry Holmes and Rev. H. S. Roblee. Good results remain. The pastor, though not himself belonging to the order, was recently presented by the Masonic fraternity with a fine fur coat made to order, in grateful recognition of a sermon preached at the funeral of one of its members. The pastor recently preached an impressive object sermon upon "The Invisible Eye and the Sure Record," using a camera for illustration. Mrs. Brown secures from her Sunday school class of Girls interest and the reading of the "Daily Readings" by the use of honor stars, ribbons and badges. An orange social was among the recent social attractions. The general attendance and spiritual interest is rising. Secretary Carter presented Home Missions on this field, and at Kansasville Feb. 27.

Watertown-Rev. Geo. C. Weiss, pastor. Special Lenten services, March 17-27 proved deeply interesting and helpful. Addresses were contributed by Rev. Drs. E. G. Updike of Madison and John Faville of Appleton, and Revs. R. C. Denison, of Janesville, Henry Holmes, of Wauwatosa, and others. Daily services marked Holy week, afternoons and evenings.

Webster, Liberty and Manning-Mr. J. F. Ellis, pastor. Two weeks of special meetings were held at Manning, and seven members, including two by letter, were received. Special meetings were also held at Webster by the pastor. Liberty rejoiced over a Christmas box from the Elroy Sunday school.




West Green Bay-Rev. P. Petersen, outgoing pastor. In connection with the day's services at Dr. Hewitt's church April 3d giving a home missionary address and a talk to the Sabbath school in the morning and preaching to the Y. P. S. C. E. in the evening, Secretary Carter preached to this church in the morning and held a conference to adjust some frictional misunderstanding, and to arrange for a new pastor, who should be acceptable to the English remnant, and to the generous Scandinavian addition. With the new life in the whole city, and the special growth with a large Scandinavian element on the west, side, this old "Fort Howard" church ofblessed Tank memories gives promise of fruitful growth, and valuable service, thanks largely to the fostering care of District M.ssionary Dexter and Dr. Hewitt. Recently revival services have been carried on by Pastor Petersen, aided by Rev. A. Larsen, of Clintonville, and Rev. A. J. Andrewsen, of Maple Valley. Several conversions resulted and the audiences were large. The parsonage is being repaired.

West Rosendale is especially prosperous under the pastoral care of Prof. E. H. Merrell, who has great delight in feeding and caring for the flock. Different nationalities are represented in the congregation and made to feel at home.

White Creek-Pastorless-has been enjoying a season of refreshing under the leadership of Bro. Rottman-evangelistwho spent a week with the church. Attendance good. Much interest manifested. The church feels much strengthened. This church maintains the only regular weekly prayer-meeting in the county it is said.




Ordinations.




I. AT STOUGHTON. A council for the ordination of Mr. John H. Kimball was held at Stoughton, Wis., Wednesday March 16. Moderator, Rev. G. R. Leavitt, D. D.; Scribe, Rev. W. W. Short; Sermon, Rev. E. C. Barnard; Ordaining Rrayer, Rev. W. M. Short; Charge to Pastor, Rev. D. D. DeLong, D.D.; Charge to People, Rev. S. S. Mathews; Other parts, Rev. T. F. Murphy and Rev. Fred Staff. A thorough examination was unusually well sustained and there is a promising outlook for this young pastor, who is a graduate of Beloit College and Yale Seminary.

II. AT MILWAUKEE PILGRIM. On March 8, Rev. H. H. Jacobs, formerly of the state university, later a student at Oxford, Eng., was ordained by council as pastor of this church. Rev. E. G. Updike, of Madison, preached the sermon, Pres. C. K. Adams gave the address to the people, other parts by neighboring pastors.




If the faith and hope and love and courage are alive in your heart, you will yet win the day-You and God together. God is Victor, and he has organized victory in the very constitution of your nature, if you hold fast to God. You have not to go back eighteen centuries, you have not to go forward eighteen centuries, you have not to look to the heights or search the depths for God. He is in you. You are a

son of God. O little bird in your egg, thinking you are a prisoner and must die, struggle on and on; you will break your shell. God is brooding you. You have wings; struggle on; come out; be free.-Lyman Abbott, D. D.




Retreat, Wis.




Ice-Crystals at Sunset.

Are they real?—Ah! I know not- 
  Real! Yes they're so to me- 
Gems and gold and pearls of Eden 
  Mirrored from the tree. 


Is it magic of the sunset, 
  Causing even ice to glow? 
Winter's fairy fingers building 
  Crystals of the snow? 


Look! they sparkle, gleam and glisten, 
  Flame like amethyst and shine 
Amber, chrysolite and opal, 
  Rose and blood-red wine. 


How they mingle, change and vary- 
  Tints and types of love and hope, 
Shedding back the royal sunset- 
  God's kaleidoscope! 


Beautiful and pure as heaven

  Are the rays of God's sweet light, 
Azure in the morning dewdrop, 
  Purple in the night. 


But by human hearts reflected, 
  Sometimes clouded, always dim- 
Blurred, distorted, bent or broken 
  'Till we're home with Him. 
Bend with me, and lowly kneeling 
  At our heavenly Father's feet 
Read them as His true love-tokens 
  In communion sweet. 





WILLIAM HAUGHTON,
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April Reviews and Exchanges.

CHURCH HYMNS AND GOSPEL SONGS; For use in Church Services, Prayer-meetings and other Religious Services, by Ira D. Sankey, James McGranahan and Geo. C. Stebbens:-Bigelow and Maine Co., 1898. Pp 208, with indexes of subjects, tunes and hymns, paper boards, 30c, $25 per 100; full cloth, 40c., $35 per 100.

At last the need is met, providing for chapels, and home mission churches, revival services and prayer-meetings, an extremely low-priced, but substantial book, containing 264 of the old fashioned and new fashioned hymns of the church, with tunes to which they are familiarly adapted, carefully selected and top cally arranged, and following them, more than 100 numbers more of the very cream of gospel" and "endeavor"hymns from the earliest to the latest of general favorites, The book contains not a particle of lumber or waste, its indexes make it readily usable, and, considering its range and price it has no rival in the field. The Holy Ghost will use it. It does not introduce or float any special author, but is strictly a collection. Mr. Moody writes "I am interested in the success of the book, because the Northfield schools receive a royalty on every copy sold." Send to A. P. Fitt, 250 La Salle Ave., for specimen copies.




Pamphlets.




HALL'S CAMPBELLITE CATECHISM-"With the conflicting answers of Two distinguished Campbellites, A. McGary and T. J. Burnett, Reviewed by Elder John T. Oakley"-National Baptist Pub. House, St. Louis, Mo.

This pamphlet of prose and poetry (?) is of the nature of a mine exploding or a Gattling gun-being turned by a crank, to the utter annihilation of what is known as the "Campbellite" or "Christian"church. Its final shot is-"I commend this invincible Baptist truth to every reader of these words, verily and fearlessly believing that Baptist people are the only people on earth who can constantly and consistently and completely preach the gospel of Christ and administer His ordinances to those who are saved."-The rythmic moral is

"Go get religion in the Baptist pen 
Then come and let me shake you in." 


We risk our necks by giving our readers the above quotation, since the copyright note cautions all persons "against reproducing any of it, either wholly or in part!" If we perish, we perish-Farewell!




"TRUTH FOR HUNGRY SOULS" is a neat covered pamphlet of 24 pages the first number of which bears date of March 1898, and is issued by the"Truth Publishing Co.',of Watertown, Wis., primarily in the interests of the Wisconsin Bible Training School for Missionaries and Christian Workers, J. R. Pratt, President. J. O. Buswell Vice President, W. C. Stone Secretary and Treasurer.




LECTURES ON SOCIAL PROGRESS, with outline of the Topic, a Month Course of Reform Studies. By Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, Ph. D., Supt. of the Reform Bureau, Washington, D. C., 210 Delaware Ave. N. E.,pp. 159, with blank pages for notes. The Lectures follow "The Good Old Times," "The Better New Times," and "The Best Time. Coming-How?" The Topic. a month Studies cover all current lines of social reform, with exceedingly suggestive hints and scriptural and other references. Every pastor needs this book.




THE DUTY OF THE CHURCHES TO THE STATE UNIVERSITY, By Chas. Kendall Adams, L. L. D., President of the University of Wisconsin. This will be welcomed by many, as a reprint of Dr. Adams' address before our last State Convention at Ripon. It contains some important facts and arguments.




THE RELIGIOUS CENSUS OF THE STATE Universities and of the Presbyterian Colleges in the collegiate year 1896-7. Edited by Frances W. Kelsey-Ann Arbor, Mich. These tables have been prepared with great care and are very complete, for all the institutions named, in the land. It will be found exceedingly instructive and suggestive with reference to the students of our own state institutions. In our University over 58 per cent. are sa.d to be church members.




Exchanges.




THE CHURCH UNION FOR APRIL. A graphic description of hospital experiences during a hot spell in Summer will be found in the April issue of The Church Union. The author, Dr. G. Herbert Carter, was a member of the hospital staff of a New York hospital during the famous hot spell of 1892. Rev. J. H. Ecob. D. D., has a strong sermon on "The Scandal of Christendom." In vigorous terms the evils of sectarian divisions are exposed and the necessity of Christian Union urged.




CUT GEMS, with its carefully chosen and up-to-date"Original" and "Selected Illustrations," "Way-marks of the Holy Spirit's Work," "Quotable Poetry," "Focal Truths," "Burnished




Texts," "Applied Christianity," "Sermonettes for Children," etc., is the cheapest and best magazine for the purpose of which we know. It is furnished with topical cross-reference index, which makes it readily available, and index of texts illustrated. The March number is replete with suggestive and usable illustrations for Easter. 450 Fulton St., Troy, N. Y. $1 per year.




CURRENT HISTORY. 3d Quartrr, 1897, 256 pp. Edited by Alfred S. Johnson, Ph. D. Price, $1.50 a year; single numbers, 40 cents: specimen pages free. Boston; The New England Publishing Co.

This well-known quarterly review of the history of our own times, formerly published in Buffalo, N. Y., is now issued by the New England Publishing Co., of Boston, Mass., there being no change in the editorial management. Owing to the transfer, the present number is late in its appearance, but more than makes up for this in the literary and typographical excellence of its contents, in the breadth of its field, which covers all countries and all interests, and in the assurance it gives that the long-recognized high standard of this invaluable publication for accuracy, clearness, conciseness, and impartiality of statement, and for comprehensiveness of grasp of affairs, will be more than fully maintained. It contains more portraits than usual; and maps are more abundant, adding much to the value of the record. No newspaper notice can do justice to the table of contents, which makes the present number, like its predecessors, a complete handbook of the world's history during the quarter. Such a systematic register of passing events has never before been published. It puts the reader in close touch with the progress of the great world aronud him, widening his view of the incidents and movements that are making history, and deepening his perception of their significance Specially noteworthy among the articles in this number are those reviewing the Great Coal Strike; the discovery of and rush to the Klondike Gold Fields; the adjustment of the Greco-Turkish question; the Cuban Revolt; the European Alliances; the Tariff, Currency, Bering Sea, and Hawaiian Questions; the Business and Industrial Situation; the British Engineering Strike; the Crisis in Austria-Hungary; the Zionist Movement; the Assassination of Castillo; Australasian Federation; Scientific progress; Mechanical Inventions; the Mesa Encantada; the Logia: the Lambeth Conference; and the career of General Neal Dow.




THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL is full of Easter Helps, and contains admirable repies to the article in the Ladies' Home Journal for March, on "The Decay of the Sunday-school." It is shown that from 1875 to 1896, Sunday-schools increased from 74,000 to 142,000, and pupils from 6 000,000 to 11,500,000. The Evangel will give full official reports of the great International Sunday school Assembly in London, in July. St. Louis. D. M. Scruggs, Publisher.




THE COMMONS for March, contains a beautiful cut of Rose Hawthorn Lathrop, who left her New York home to nurse the cancerous incurables in the crowded districts of the city;-also much interesting news of the Social Settlements.




OTHER EXCHANGES. The American Messenger (garnished with Easter lilies.) Nebraska Congregational News (a bright contemporary of Our Church Life;) The Diocese Fond du Lac; Public Libraries (Chicago;) Wisconsin Journal of EducationMadison (with cut of the fine Menominee High School and Stout Manual Training School;) The Kodak (Milwaukee Downer College;) College Days (Ripon,) Round Table (Beloit;) The Ladies' Home Journal (Curtis Publishing Co.) Beautiful Easter number.




Dedication Anniversary.




The second anniversary of the dedication of the new church was held March 14, 15 and 16, consisting of a banquet, concert and three services on the Sabbath. This annual anniversary is an occasion of much interest to the church. The banquet Friday evening was attended by one hundred and fifty people. The concert on Saturday evening was given by home talent, assisted by the Peck Sisters of Lafayette and Mr. Eastman of Platteville and was attended by a good sized house. The services on the Sabbath were especially interesting, Secretary Taintor of Chicago, preached morning and evening two very excellent sermons, especially the sermon in the morning which made a deep and lasting impression upon all who heard it. Should Secretary Taintor visit this field again he would be greeted by warm hearts. The afternoon service was given to Sunday school work, addresses were made by Sec. Taintor, D. R. Grover, former pastor, and others. The Peck sisters who assisted in all the services sang with their old time sweetness and charm and were warmly received.

The Sabbath services were well attended, in the evening many were turned away for want of room. A nice sum of money was raised which clears away all floating debts against the church, leaving the main debt on the church in long time loans.




A. J. HAYNER, Pastor.











A Spontaneous Development.

Our Wisconsin Home Missionary Society does business in open court. The spectators are Christ and His followers in the Congregational churches in this state. But He is a spectator, not by looking on from outside, but by looking through from inside. For He is its life. He makes it the channel of spiritual life to thousands.

This society is not an accident, or a creature of circumstance. It is not merely a philanthropic or merely a human contrivance. It is a manifestation of the Spirit of God among us. That Spirit is always overflowing the channels of church activity. Always commissioning elect ones to advance the picket lines.

This article will attempt to show how the society has been developed in recent years and adjusted to that work into which the Master has led it, and through which He has greatly honored it and blessed wide communities in our state. It is, therefore, a work which the society cannot cease to sustain, till the order is signaled in the broadest characters of providence.

1st. Attention is invited to some of the facts which led to the formation of the General Missionary department of the society.

The supreme fact has been mentioned-Christ with us. That fact cannot remain alone. Results must follow. They did follow. Hearts were stirred. Growths were started, which have furnished material for a new chapter in the "Genesis" of the Kingdom in Wisconsin. For a number of years, say from 1869 to 1875, much was said in the meetings of our state convention urging that we reach forth in more vital and direct ways for the evangelization of our home populations. It was an aspiration seeking embodiment. The need was felt. The way was not plainly in view. A few instances will show what the common feeling was. In those years the convention had a standing committee on Home Evangelization and another on Revivals. That of itself was a significant fact. The former of these was urging from year to year that ministers and church members should earnestly strive to bring the quickening power of the gospel into the more remote parts of their parishes and into the spaces lying between neighboring parishes. With the same object in view, together with that of quickening the life of the churches, the committee on revivals was recommending the employment of missionary evangelists by the District Conventions. In 1872 it was earnestly recommended in the meeting of the State Convention that the State Home Missionary Society embrace in its purpose the work of home evangelization. On the day of its organization at Whitewater this society adopted a resolution, introduced by Rev. H. C. Hitchcock, requesting the directors of the society to make "a large use of the itinerant method of missionary labor," and that they secure the development of "the feeble places of Congregationalism whether organized into churches or not." That resolution was adopted.

In the same year Rev. Luther Clapp-the man who always kept his childoood's heart, guileless and sympathetic, whose charity made all his friends beautiful in his eyes, and who at the age of three score and ten was still a pioneer-resigned his pastoral charge at Wauwatosa to take up the work of reviving and upbuilding weak and discouraged churches in Milwaukee and Beloit Conventions. That effort made it plain that, with a man fitted for the work and seriously in earnest to accomplish it, dying churches could be restored to health and service. True that may not be a new discovery. But it was "a modern instance." An example at home and under present conditions.

In 1886 Rev. George W. Nelson,-the deeply serious and energetic man, who laid his life as an offering on the altar of the Lord,-was appointed as state Evangelist by the Home Missionary Society. Much good was accomplished. But his labors were not limited to home missionary fields, nor did he fill just the place of a general, or district missionary, as we now have these, still his work was one of the links in the chain.

In the summer of 1886 the Home Missionary society employed Mr. Henry Stauffer of Yale Theological Seminary as an itinerant missionary for Lemonweir Convention during the months of the summer vacation. Rev. R. L. Cheney testifies that "he was very successful, so much so that it opened the way for the appointment of a permanent general missionary." The year following J. H. Knapp Esq., offered to the Home Missionary Society the sum of $500 towards the support of a general missionary for Lemonweir Convention.

At the meeting of the State Convention that year, 1887, Rev. C. W. Camp in behalf of the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society reported a series of resolutions in which the following statement was made. "Our discouraged and pastoriess churches-of which Wisconsin has a larger proportion than any other state-appeal most strongly to our sympathies and lay a solemn duty on our consciences." In the spring of 1888 Rev. R. L. Cheney, then pastor at Prairie du Chien, was commissioned as general missionary and began his memorable work in Lemonweir Convention on the first Sunday in April. Any suitable account of the work done by him and his assistants would occupy more than the space allotted to this entire article. Suffice it to say that Rev. T. G. Grassie, then Secretary of the Society, declared in his report of the work that "the fields were on fire" and "the heart of Wisconsin has been changed." Big Spring, Jackson, Quincy and




White Creek became the scene of sp ritual triumphs and church resurrections, and Jordan Lake was draped with sacred memories.

But in all these divine suggestions providentially addressed to us through the experience of passing years, there is, as yet, no complete outline of the office of general, or district missionary in its present larger development. The facts recited give no hint that he should be an explorer, a pioneer, that he should open new fields. The facts have not all been cited. There were other voices, plainly declaring that the functions of this office were not to be limited to "holding the fort" or to the restoration of waste places and the reinspiring of discouraged churches.

During the pastorate of Rev. F. B. Doe at Appleton he discovered that there was a man among them with a prophet's instincts and eye. One who became a missionary bishop without frock cr even ordination. In vision this prophet saw "the coming of the glory of the Lord" in the forests of Wisconsin. In him the power of God was let loose in the new settlements of the central part of our state and he rested not till on the hard fought fields of Kaukauna, Antigo, Tomahawk, Rhinelander and others, he had planted the banner of the cross.- Can the name of Deacon Tibbits ever fade from the religious history of central Wisconsin? Can those who knew him ever forget how impressive with heroic purpose his presence and speech were, when advocating his aggressive work? At our state conyentions I have been thrilled by just seeing him walk down the aisle.

In 1894 Rev. John Willan, one of the Lord's heroic scouts, had the freedom of Kickapoo valley, and a unique campaign was begun, tinged with romantic interest. Bro. Cheney with his quartet and tent reinforced the movement and Missionary W. W. Wheeler rendered valuable service. Let us honor the memory of this departed hero. Quiet but devoted, this earnest man "endured hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" "carrying in his body the marks of the Lord Jesus." He found and reaped rich harvests where some saw nothing but stubble. When the history of this Society's work in Wisconsin shall be written, this story of Kickapoo Valley will form a radiant chapter. But we must not fail to recognize similar results in less extensive fields wrought out by pastors not employed by the Society, such as that of Rev. G. C. Weiss in Jefferson county, resulting in the organization of three churches.

These facts hold the evidence that the Spirit of God was with us, drawing us into the twofold work of restoring life and fruitfulness where the blight of decay had fallen, and of opening new fields. This leading we may assert was as plain as that under which Barnabas and Saul went forth from Antioch to their work. It is reasonable to expect such leading in the service of Christ. It is promised. We serve under a Master. His will is the law of our life. Our commission must bear the seal of the Spirit. Under the promptings of that Spirit and drawn on by the currents of providence, worthy men entered these fields. Their success became a providential call for organized effort. Thus a new department in our Home Missionary work was called into being. The General Missionary service took its place as a co-ordinate section of the society.

Hitherto, we may say, in general terms, the work of the Society had been to aid in holding forts. Along with this, it was proposed to recapture abandoned forts, and to erect new ones, as our battle lines advanced.

It should also be observed that the Constitution of the society adopted at Racine in 1883 authorizes the Directors "whenever in their judgment circumstances demand, to appoint a general missionary, or other evangelists, and direct their labors."

When in the Autumn of 1895 at the annual meeting of the society at Appleton, came that fruitful report of Professor Blaisdell in which he advocated a measure of change in our Home Missionary Policy. With a statesmanlike comprehension of the situation, with scholarly eloquence and warm sympathy he urged that "the searching out and support of new fields be brought more immediately to the front."This view was adopted by the Society and Professor Blaisdell was chosen president. Under his leadership, plans for the enlargement of the General Missionary Work were matured, and in March 1896 that part of the state under the supervision of the Society was formed into two districts. Rev. R. L. Cheney was assigned to the western,afterward changed to the southern district and Rev.F. N.Dexter to the other. They were chosen because of their eminent fitness for the work. That work lay in various directions but under all ran a common aim the development of spiritual life in fields. Old and new churches receiving aid must become missionary in a more vital sense than that of being benificiaries of the Society. This was distinctly announced in a circular issued by the President of the Society and the Secretary, Rev. H. W. Carter, in the autumn of 1895. In this announcement of the society's policy it was said that churches should expect missionary aid only "as they were proving themselves to be transforming moral forces in the communities where they are." Thus it has been shown that the readjustment of the society to its work came in obedience to the call of the Divine Spirit sustained by providential indications. And that since the inauguration of the work, approval of it has been shown by the sanctions of both the Spirit and of Providence. And that it is a vitalizing and redeeming work, just such as comes from the approving presence of Christ.









It was then a matter of no small astonishment to read in the News of the Churches in March number of "OUR CHURCH LIFE" the following statement "Some question the policy of expending so much for supervision and general Missionary work which so lessens the amount of aid for local churches." One would have been scarcely more surprised if the statement had been "some are beginning to question the policy of expending so much for the support of feeble churches that are proving themselves to be transforming moral forces."

2d. A glance at the functions of the society will show that its work touches moral and spiritual interests almost exclusively; that supervision and administration are a very small part of its work; that it is organized for vital uses.

The following view of its structure will be sufficiently full to show this.

1. The Deparment of Church aid.

2. The Department of General Missionary work. 3. The Bureau Department.

Through the 1st Department it helps churches to sustain the living ministry of the gospel.

Through the 2d it directly sustains ministers of the gospel, men of ability, well known, faithful and successful in helping to quicken the spiritual life of the churches and in winning souls to Christ.

The 3d Department may be regarded as in some sense subordinate, yet indispensible, inasmuch as wisdom and guidance, in such a work, are essential to its success. Some supervision there must be.

In this Department we find the society discharging the following functions.

1. It has a bureau of pastoral supply. This work is performed by the Secretary aided by the District Missionaries.

2. The Bureau of Consultation and Advice. Our Secretary has to be a kind of perpetual Congregational council, always organized and a quorum always present. The same in a more limited way is expected of the District missionaries. In this line they render the churches invaluable service. Nor is this service limited to Home Missionary churches.

3. The Editorial and Publication Bureau. Through this the Secretary and his assistants do vital work in the interest of all our churches.

4. Bureau of Financial Solicitation and Collection. Whether this is a vital work or not, it uses up much vital energy and as things are, the Society cannot dispense with the services of the Secretary and District Missionaries in that regard. There must be funds or there would be nothing to administer.

5. The Bureau of Inspiration. The person who thinks that Our Society aids feeble churches with money only, is indulging a delusion. Through its Secretary and District Missionaries it furnishes great draughts of hope, inspiration, and energy. Some churches are too nearly gone to grasp the "life line"when it falls upon them.

6. This section supplies the executive committee with definite and detailed information respecting each church applying for aid. It comes chiefly through the Secretary.

7. Is the Bureau of Correspondence and general office work, manned by the Secretary and his assistant.

8. Is the Bureau of Administration. It is managed by the Executive Committee, the Secretary and his assistant and the Treasurer.

Touching this section I venture the following remark: Convince the gentlemen who are entrusted with the management of this department that they are not serving the most vital interests of the churches; that their service deals only with that which can be tied up with red tape; that their appropriation and transmission of money is simply a commercial transaction affecting no spiritual interests, and I do not believe you can get a quorum of them again.




J. COLLIE.




Another Wisconsin Veteran Dead.

Rev. George Bushnell, D. D., for nearly twenty years pastor of the Frst Congregational Church in Beloit-from March 2nd, 1865, to May 13th, 1884, died at his home in New Haven, Connecticut, April 6th, aged seventy-nine years. Dr. Bushnell is lovingly remembered by the older pastors in Wisconsin. He was one of the kings of men in thought and spirit. Along with Dr. Chapin he was a leader for many years among the Congregational churches. The younger pastors, especially looked to him. They loved him like a father. He had thought out and lived through the perplexing problems that enter into a young minister's experience. He conld always give them a satisfactory answer. He was adequate. He could meet the occasion. He kept young and sympathized with young men. At the district and state conventions he was always in close touch with the progressive movements of the times. Above all he was vital, not less so than his brother Horace. He lives in the Wisconsin Congregational churches today, although we may be unconscious of it.

Since leaving Wisconsin he has resided in New Haven. Almost immediately on his arrival there he was made a member of the corporate board of Yale College, an honor which only a few Eastern men ever attain to. He has since been one of the




leading spirits in the intellectual and religious life of New Haven. E. P. S




Ministers From Other Bodies.




As I




Having read with interest the articles as they have appeared in OUR CHURCH LIFE during the past year upon this subject, with your permission, I would like to present another. have recently united with the Congregationalists, coming from another body, I may be able to present some phases of the subject which have hitherto received but little attention. It is taken for granted at the outset, that the Congregational denomination has a place for and will receive all who give evidence of being grounded in that faith. Its churches accept ministers, evangelists and lay members who can subscribe to and teach the same. It is not of so much importance whether this constituency is furnished by the world, or by religious bodies of other faith. There is a sense, however, in which the applicant who comes from another connection differs from others. The fact of being otherwise identified, calls for wise and careful procedure on the part of Congregational churches, especially if the applicant be a minister. The facts are, that he has been the exponent of another faith, and endorsed another doctrine. It must be the business of the church under such circumstances, to ascertain why the applicant seeks admission at the doors of Congregationalism. This, obviously, necessitates the opening of some channel through which the proper admission to membership be effected. No seeker should be admitted to membership until good evidence can be given that he is a Congregationalist. If I be not mistaken, it is the business of the church to take the necessary steps to secure such evidence, and by such dictations as it sees fit to impose. To do otherwise must be hazardous and dangerous in the extreme.

It is probable that the average of churches do not regard themselves competent to assume this important duty unaided. Should such be the case, plenty are available who are, and would gladly render their most valuable services. Such a course insures the church against peril and renders justice to the applicant. The tendencies are to accept credentials, gifts, and superficial abilities, favorable impression with a few trial efforts in the pulpit, etc. While all these are desirable, and indeed, necessary, they should in no instance preclude nor take the place of an examination as to the spiritual fitness, as well as acquired or natural qualification. Any spirit of reluctance on the part of the applicant to comply with this most reasonable request of the church may be regarded as the first warning note of alarm, which the church would do well to heed.

Another danger may arise from an over plausible alacrity on the part of the applicant, which mav tend to slacken the vigilance of the church, and the test thereby be omitted. Under no circumstance should there be a yielding to the persuasions of a smooth tongue and plausible pretentions. Rather compel the worthiness of the applicant to address the church through its prescribed channels, than through presumption upon the courtesy of the church. It is painfully true that churches in many instances have been victims of the capricious and designing. On the other hand, many have come within its borders from other bodies, who have been a tower of strength to the church and the cause of God. To the latter class I believe the Congregational denomination is glad to open widely its doors and bid them a hearty welcome.

A few reasons may be pointed out, by which to account for the danger lying in the pathway of Congregationalism, and why it becomes an easy prey to the false and designing. It is broad in its polity. It is free from ecclesiastical dogmatism and narrowness of scripture interpretation. True to the nature of its pilgrim ancestry, it is evangelistic, seeking the highest good of all. Its love for consistent liberality necessitates its generosity. It is slow to suspect anyone. These and kindred features of its character, make it a kind of “star in the east" which attracts the attention of both the "Magi" and the "Herods." It must be the business of the church to discriminate between the "Magi" with their offerings, and the "Herods" with their swords. In these days of light and research, which compel prejudice and narrowness to disappear, many of the sharp lines, which have hitherto marked denominationalism, are being obliterated. As a result, very many are changing their views from honest conviction. To all such who are willing to comply with Congregational usage, both in its methods of admission and methods of work after admission, I am free to believe, will be welcomed by all Congregational churches. In no sense do I consider this class of honest seekers after truth, to come under the characteristic title of "tramp," nor the socalled "fugitives" from wherever they may come. I do not consider the discussions in the CHURCH LIFE applicable in any sense to the honest, nor was there any intentional reflection upon this class.

It is but natural, and altogether proper, that Congregationalists should prefer those whom they have educated and trained for the accomplishment of their work. Congregationalists appreciate culture and education, and are not blind nor insensible to acquirements secured at other institutions than their own. Let the church see well to the importance of there being the culture, education and consecration of life to characterize those who would preach and teach within its borders. CHAS. W. DEnnis, Pastor Cong'l Church, Emerald Grove, Wis.









Your nose is bleeding! Why don't you stop it? Pond's Extract will cure it quicker than anything else.

Five Serial Stories.

Five st. ong serial stories are announced for publication in THE YOUTH'S COмPANION during 1898. They are: "The Freshman," a romance of college life, by Jesse L. Williams; "The Go'd Fields of the Yukon," a story of pla er-mining in Alaska, by Irving Andrews; "Ferieda Fairfax, Writer," the story of a girl who wanted to do newspaper work, by Marguerite Tracy; "The Story of a Bee Farm," by Edith A. Fairfield; and "The Making of Zimri Bunker," a rousing tale of heroic deeds in Nantucket during the war of 1812, by William J. Long. These stories make up only a small part of the good things that will be spread before readers of THE COMPANION during 1898 Present readers of THE COMPANION who renew their subscriptions, and new subscribers I will receive free a beautiful calendar printed in twelve colors, and embossed in gold. The paper will be sent free to new subscribers every week from the time the subscription is received to January, 1898, then for a full year to January, 1899. An llustrated prospectus will be sent free to anyone addressing

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 
           Boston, Mass. 





The Magazine Music (W. S. B. Mathews editor) has an article in the March number on "Some of Natures Orchestral Players," from which we give the following:

The lowing kine, returning from the pastures, roll out a chromatic scale.

The roosters crow mostly in the minor, but occasionally one chants in the major. The little bantam's notes are much like those of an oboe, and often he gives a turn or trill as an embellishment.

The robin usually sings in the cheerful major key and is one of the exceptions to the minor in nature.

Locusts and Katy-dids sing a song all their own, but with less music than any other insect.

One of the sounds often heard in the summer is the mosquito, which sings in E, first line of the treble staff, and though a little thin in tone, has a strong resemblance to the clarionet. The fly makes a sound an octave lower than the mosquito, except when informed that its presence is not desired, then he sings three or four notes higher. The honey bee, when flying sounds A natural below middle C.

Schubert in the opening measure of "the Bee," a composition for violins, has produced a splendid imitation of the buzzing bee.-Music Publishing Co., Auditorium Tower, Chicago.

CATARRH INHALER

FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat. ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper.

CURES BY INHALATION,

And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.
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CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897. "It cured me in three days of a stubborn cough. I believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS. ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheumatism." W. C. DANNALSON, ISAAC MILLER, Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.] SPECIAL OFFER:

I will for a short time mail any reader of this paper my new Inhaler with Medicine for one year on three day's trial free.

If it gives satisfaction, send me $1.00, if not return it. Send for it pow. Address, DR. E. J. WORST, Box




Ashland, Ohio
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"The CHICAGO RECORD is a model newspaper in every sense of the word."Harrisburg (Pa.) Call.

"There is no paper published in America that so nearly approaches the true journalistic ideal as The CHICAGO RECORD.". From "Newspaperdom" (New York).

"I have come to the firm conclusion, after a long test and after a wide comparison with the journals of many cities and countries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes as near being the ideal daily journal as we are for some time likely to find on these mortal shores."- Prof. J. T. Hatfield in The Evanston (III.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st,
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There ar five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.
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Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route
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A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG, Ripon, Wis.




Beloit 
College 


  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosophical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees of A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Its Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is in charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east. The judicious physical training of each student is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opens Sept. 14, 1897. Address President Eaton or Principal Burr,




BELLS. Belolt, Wis.
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The Cyclist's Necessity..
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Note.




The documents mentioned in the India letter, found on page 110, kindly sent by Bro. Bissell, are: 1. Accounts in full of the total solar eclipse as viewed from India, January 1898. 2. Copies of "The Times of India," dated March 10-11, giving detailed accounts of the riots in Bombay, also accounts of the progress of the plague in this and other cities and the measures taken for its abatement. 3. A copy of the monthly "Dyanadaya," with extracts from the report of the Marathi mission for 1897. 748 were received on confession of faith, 31⁄2 times as many as in any previous year. The awakening of India, long prayed for seems to have begun. The clippings give full details of the plague in Sholapore, and in

MUNN&CO.361 Broadway. New York Poona; official accounts of the late famine
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Owns and operates 6,154 miles of 
    thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




and of famine relief in the central provinces. The relief afforded by the government and others is said to have equalled the feeding of 384 million persons for one day.

We regret our lack of space to lay these matters more fully before our readers, but these papers, clippings and photograph can be borrowed by any pastor or missionary society for program use on application to S. T. Kidder, Menasha. Any offerings toward rebuilding the ruined asylum may be sent directly to Rev. H. G. Bissell, Ahmednagar, India, by postal note, or through the American Board.Ed.
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North Dakota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers
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Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi- 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 


                               REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts., Louisille Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., Ill. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southera vacancies Louisville office. 
                                               One fee registers in both offices 













Crisis of the North Wisconsin Academy.




Briefly stated the alternative now confronting this institution is either to raise the money and pay off its indebtedness by the first of June of this year, or abandon its work.

The total indebtedness including the current expenses of the school up to the close of this school year, is $18,600. Of this amount a little over $11,000 has already been raised or pledged conditionally on the raising of the whole. The remaining $7,500 has to be provided for in the next few weeks.

The $11,000 already subscribed has been secured almost entirely in Ashland and vicinity. The amount shows the estimate in which the institution is held by those who have seen its workings and come to know of its value. But for the stringency of the times, the whole indebtedness could have been provided for in North Wisconsin. Under the circumstances, however, we can expect no material amount more from the northern part of the state. So, if our Academy is to be freed from debt, over $7,000 must be forthcoming from the older and southern part of the state. Are there any reasons why the friends in the more settled part of the state should come to the rescue? We think there are and will enumerate some of them. First. The institution was projected by a conference of Christian workers from the southern part of the state, and in view of its great need as an auxiliary to the Home Missionary forces of the northern part. The fact which most influenced these southern Wisconsin brethren in their decision, was that there was a larger population in the Lake Superior region, without any protestant school of the higher grade, than belonged to any other part of the United States. They therefore endorsed the project of the Academy and named the incorporators, who were bidden to go on with the project. This was seven years ago. Since then the development of the constituent district of the Academy has not changed in its importance except to accentuate that importance. Since 1890 northern Wisconsin has grown faster in population than any other part of the United States, except Oklahoma. Its percentage of increase was 40 per cent between 1890 and 1895, and now it is growing more rapidly than ever. It has a popu. lation at the present time about 30,000 larger than that of South Dakota, yet the latter has colleges and academies galore as against our single




institution.




Secondly. The Academy should be saved at the present time because it has lived through its tentative and experimental stage and is now ready for effective work. Every new educational enterprise has to go through with a certain period of adjustment to its work and adaption to it, which is the critical one in its history. Such a period is usually accomplished only by sacrifice and heroic and consecrated endeavor on the part of a few. But the influence of an institution is in those early heroisms by which it has struggled into its successes. Our Academy is not without its record of these precious things of prayer, of patient hope and sustained sacrifice. These investments of




spiritual influences are what have enabled the school to live through these hard times, notwithstanding its crushing load of debt. This is what has made it possible to raise $11,000 in these times among those who have been the witnesses of its struggles. It is a spiritual heritage also which is available to the school for a new era of expansion and growth, if it can survive the present crisis. Shall this new era be given it by the contribution of the necessary $7,000?

Thirdly. A third consideration arises from the relation of the paying of our debt to our future support and endowment. A number of persons

able to contribute have become interested in the institution on account of its unusual field and almost unparalleled opportunity. When importuned to help the school in a large way they have hesitated on account of the debt and the uncertainty as to its future which the debt involved. Some of them have frankly declared they did not care "to put their money in a hole." In this way we have been deprived of a help which would otherwise have been available to us for the endowment of the institution.

With the debt paid the school is likely to become independent of a constant appeal to the charities of our churches in the near future. In fact, it is said that our possibilities in this direction are unique, as such schools go. The unusual interest of the Education Society in us and in the paying of our debt, is due largely to this consideration. Its representatives believe that if we once get out of debt, our chances of endowment at no distant day are encouraging. Help given now, therefore, is a help that enables us to help ourselves. $7,000 given now may yield several fold more of the investment through the gifts of liberal givers. This investment, too, is for the equipping of the Home Missionary forces of our state with one of the most effective of its agencies-the Christian school. Our limits will not permit us to speak of the work already accomplished by the school. It is one, however, that has verified its mission as an agency of positive Christian influence, so that at the present time nearly ever member of the school is a professing Christian.

We close with a personal statement. Seven years ago I was called to join the work of the lamented Brother Nelson, who was then the sole missionary representative of our southern Wisconsin interest in the northern part of our state. Owing to earnest solicitations of the brethren I turned my back on my business and the old home at Beloit, to help in preempting that rapidly growing portion of our state for our churches and their work. Others have since joined our forces from time to time. These years have been years of privilege to all because years of fruitfulness. But we are at last obliged to admit that the friends we have represented so long must come to our help. When Brother Nelson was taken from us, our little band of workers in the northern part of the state was overwhelmed with the sense of its impoverhelp would at last come. We are sure that it will. ishment. But we have held on in the hope that The cause is too close to the whole question of our state's evangelization to go unsupported, and may our crisis prove but a transition to larger influence in the work. E. P. WHEELER.
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Educational Department.




Our Rural Schools.




There are nearly half a million of children in Wisconsin of school age outside of those enrolled on the lists of the city schools; of these a large proportion, if they attend school at all, are pupils in

the so called rural schools.

These country schools, with an average attendance of 20 or so, have remained with almost no change in courses of study in practically the same condition as the New England country school of fifty or more years ago; and the same idea of a repetitious drill in arithmatic, geography, grammar, reading and writing, is still the only hope of more than a tenth of Wisconsin's whole population.









The question of today in these schools is to accomodate the "what should be" when that is decided, to the "what can be" which is largely a matter of hard cash. The first part of the proposition has a practical as well as an aesthetic side, but in a few words can be reduced by general consent to this: To lay the foundation for good citizens, as far as it is possible in the fraction of each of the seven or eight years in which the child is to get his schooling.

The first problem that would come to me if my boy or girl lives two or three miles from town and a mile or so from a schoolhouse, would be one of natural economy of the pupil's time and strength, and also that of the teacher.




The amount of time consumed in traveling back and forth for the pupil can be materially reduced, and a larger area covered by a single school through the system of carrying pupils back and forth by paid conveyance; this can be modified so as to include what might be called "trunk lines," which would necessitate comparatively short walks for pupils, and as practiced in some of the eastern states, is a more economical method than the multiplication of small schools, besides making it possible to engage a teacher of better ability.

There is also the advantage of larger classes and a corresponding increase of esprit de corps which is a large factor in the quickening of child-life and purpose. It is the reverse of what Rousseau planned for his Emile, but it is in line with Froebel's ideas for the inter-relation of children's lives.




What does a young citizen, who sees the practical side of life almost too monotonously come into view every twenty-four hours, expect from the little temples of learning which dot his native state? I can answer for him, negatively, "surely not the monotonous humdrum of arithmatical




NO. 7.




problems which he will never use after he has shut the school-house door behind him; surely not the vivisection of the English language under the formidable title of Grammar; surely not something which has no vital connection with God's world all about him and within him."

My boy must read and write; he must do it as easily and quickly as possible, and he needs no spelling-book if his writing goes hand in hand with his reading. A first or second reader is something to be left behind very soon and a simple book on birds or fishes is to be looked forward to as a third

reader. His geography may serve a double purpose as a text book and reader, and more time be economized for use in the later school days which are all too short.




There is room for a new text book in rural schools for which a comprehensive title would be necessary, but a table of contents would include the four simple rules of arithmetic, applied at once concretely to the diverse tables of weights and methods of interest and percentage with simple measures with which the Anglo-Saxon is burdened; fractions should follow, and possibly square-root.

Mensuration, which involves the application of arithematic to geometric principles, should be included so that the practical knowledge of circles and spheres as well as triangles and cubes are apparently a matter of common sense; and not a few pages should be given to simple bookkeeping and business forms, so that my lad can keep his accounts correctly, and make out at once not merely a receipt but a balance sheet.




For his writing book thus supplanted I would substitute a drawing book, which can be supplemented by a little mechanical drawing, thus clinching the principles acquired in his mensuration. Still further use of the pencil can be gained from map drawing which will make his geography




more real.




As enumerated above the "foondamentals," as Maclaren calls them, of practical life would be met as well as in the present system, and perhaps a little better; time would be saved; interest would be quickened. What is the opportunity of the teacher in the crossroads school-house, in the time thus gained, with the alert minds ready for more? C. A. BACON.




A certain cemetery in Wisconsin is said to contain a gravestone erected by an afflicted widower, on which a bunch of onions is engraved in marble beneath the epitaph, as doubly and touchingly suggestive of the favorite vegetable of the deceased and the tears, bidden or unbidden, that flowed from the eyes of the chief mourner.









Editorial.




A System of Teaching in Our Sunday Schools. In our Sunday school I teach the one adult Bible class. This quarter the lessons cover the Life of Christ in our International Lesson Series. The lessons there seemed so scattered and discon

nected that we sought for a more helpful plan. At my suggestion the class adopted "The Student's Life of Jesus," written by Prof. Gilbert of the Chicago Theological Seminary, as a text book for the study of the quarter. We do not use the quarterlies. We use this book and our Bibles. Two good maps are on the wall in plain sight. We study a chapter of the book each week as our lesson, reading carefully all references. In the class the main points are brought out by questions prepared for that purpose and by such questions and discussions as arise naturally in the class. The result is the most interesting Bible class I ever taught. We are getting as a class a connected and continuous Life of Christ, and the power of His life quickens our hearts as we follow His footsteps. His teachings flowed out of His life, and as we pass along we see all growing up along the pathway. It makes the whole thing a vital reality. We see the Divine Picture growing. A three minute map review at the opening of each lesson brings up the whole journey of the past and we enter upon the lesson in hand with ever increasing interest.

And the opportunity to teach the vital truths of the Gospel is before us constantly and to the very best advantage. For instance, instead of taking up a few verses from the Third Chapter of John and teaching a lesson on Regeneration we come upon Nicodemus and The Master naturally, and the whole chapter then has a meaning it could not possibly have if we found it as "a lesson" in some series. This is only an illustration of the new force and meaning of the whole story as we study it in this systematic way.

And now I am asking myself constantly why each class in the Sunday school should not have a similar book suited to its age and comprehension, but covering the ground in this same continuous and sustained manner?

Is this not one of the greatest needs of the Sunday school today? I believe that there ought to be prepared a similar book, i. e., on the same plan, for each grade in the school. I do not mean that

each class would need a different book. There should be, say three or four such books from the infant class to the older Bible classes, more or less comprehensive and exhaustive according to the age and comprehension of those who compose that class. These books should be owned by the Sunday school and charged to the scholar by his teacher just as the books are in our public schools. Of course the child could buy and keep the book if he chose. But the Sunday school should have a supply for those who have not the books and per

mit the child to use and return. Let the scholars study these books as a text book with constant reference to the books of the Bible, the great source




Review




of our information on the whole subject. the story constantly. Let the teacher use his or her sanctified Christian judgment concerning the points upon which to lay stress. This would vary according to the age and need of the scholar. The younger ones would be helped most by and be most interested in the narrative, the story with its setting and surroundings. In each grade higher more interest would be taken in, and the stress could therefore be put upon, the moral, ethical and spiritual elements. In the Bible classes the main thought would be in this last. Thus the child would be going over the same ground in a systematic manner each time, and each time getting a new and higher meaning in what he studies. The ground work of the story would be the same and his increasing familiarity with it would give him new power and opportunity to see the larger truth that would keep forever dawning upon him. He would grow up with the great salient points of Christ's life and teaching thoroughly fixed in his mind instead of a smattering here and there as is now so often the case. We teach our children the history of our country in this way, why not the history of the Divine Life in the same way? Is it not the only permanently true way?

It will be observed that this is not the outline system with its set questions and readings, a very good method in some respects but lacking that interest for the average mind which a continuous and sustained narrative begets and keeps. The continuous narrative in the book holds the attention and stimulates the mind to further investigation in the Bible according to the references. And who shall say that one would not be more certainly led by this method, and at an earlier age, than by the old to say "My Lord and My God?" He would come by a more certain method to know Him whom to know is eternal life.

Now the Old Testament and the Epistles could be studied in the same way, i. e. according to the same plan. In studying the Epistles a text book should be used which would set before the mind the circumstances and conditions out of which the letter grew in much the same way that Lyman Abbott is now treating in the Outlook the "Life and Letters of St. Paul." The class would then understand the meaning and connection of what they were studying. These Epistles would then become real food for mind and soul instead of a jumble of "proof texts" and "passages" with which to enforce preconceived notions.

The Old Testament is a history of the People of God down to Christ. It could be put into a narrative with references just as the Life of Christ has been put by Prof. Gilbert and the same method of study pursued. There could be two or three grades here more or less exhaustive according to the class using the book. But here again it would be a going over the same thing each time, but with a new and wider outlook each time. The

ground work would be the same. The teaching would expand indefinitely. The whole ground could be covered in a much shorter time and the mind would retain a comprehensive view of the









whole Bible and its teachings. As it is now we go skipping around for seven years in reading the Bible through once in our Sunday schools. I believe we ought to cover the whole ground once every two years at the very farthest. I am not sure but it would be better to do it in one. At any rate make four divisions of it, spending a quarter or six months if thought best on each division, covering it completely in the time given. Let us have a book covering everything down to the beginning of the Kingdom, another from that point on to Christ. Then comes the Life of Christ as the third division, and lastly, the remainder of the New Testament. The same plans and methods could be carried out as those suggested above in studying the Life of Christ. The Psalms and Prophecies could be brought in by reference in their proper places, and would then be read and understood by those old enough to comprehend them. The Bible would soon begin to be understood and thought of in its unity and would have a meaning and power which we cannot make it have by present methods of study.

It is objected that these text books are lacking. That is true, but they can be prepared by Christian scholars and revised to meet the demands of each age, just as other books are prepared and revised from time to time. Prof. Gilbert's book Prof. Gilbert's book proves that the thing can be done, and if we who struggle with the Sunday school problem insist that it ought to be done it will be done. In the meantime we can follow the plan with our older classes, using such books as we have. For the ground covered and for adult classes nothing better could be asked than Prof. Gilbert's "Student's Life of Jesus." These books are kept and used. The lesson leaves and quarterlies are lost and thrown away. The very methods by which we study the Bible in our Sunday schools today suggest superficialty and indifference. All honor to the earnest souls who have labored to give us that which we have. We have done good work as it is. But we are beginning to see a better day and must do our best to hasten its coming.




JAMES Robert Smith.




West Superior, Wisconsin.

The New Holy City.

Philadelphia, the city of brotherly love, is destined, it would seem, to become the first real New Jerusalem of earth. Last year we heard of its churches engaging with splendid unanimity, in a revival of great power. Just now one of its wealthy churches has invited the eloquent young Presbyterian minister of Madison, Wis., to its pastorate. And this, we are told, is incident to a concerted and well-defined plan between the Quaker city churches to engage in a"forward movement"along the lines of practical church work. Thus the unfortunate criticisms of the church for refusing "applied Christianity" seem likely to be refuted. Every lover of the church has regretted the necessity, which some good men have felt, of organizing "Independent," "People's," "Liberal," etc., churches,




for the sake of engaging in such work. If this has ever seemed necessary, it is now evident the excuse is no longer legitimate.

And the question arises: Will not the church take up this work, so far as it is practicable, in a wiser way than it has yet been undertaken?

Having accepted this call, and in resigning his present field, the young Madison divine says: "It is not to the ordinary walks of a city pastorate that I have been called, but it is to take part in the 'forward movement,' led by men who realize present failures and the future possibilities of the church of Christ in reaching the neglected classes. It is far from my ambition to find myself shut within fashionable and aristocratic walls. The work I have been called to do is to lead willing workers into the highways and by-ways. To assist those who have the means and the inclination to possess the field about them for the Master, without regard to riches, or poverty or position. This spirit, the very spirit of God, is moving upon the churches of that great city and leading them out into aggressive spiritual work."

During the five years of this first pastorate of Mr. Cochran, at Madison, the church has far more than doubled, and the work still prospers. But it is in a way, an aristocratic church, and a quiet town, with little opportunity for the work mentioned above. Is it not highly significant that conservative and wealthy churches are planning to do this work, and finding the young men of the country to lead the enterprise? Philadelphia has long had the object lessons of the churches of Dr. Conwell, Dr. Chapman and others before her, and their institutional work evidently recommends itself to them. The weakness of such work in the past has been the lack of money to push it along. Now, it seems, more and more wealth is being consecrated to such christian humanitarianism. And more significant than all, in this way the line of appeal is radically changed. Coleridge once said: "We certainly should never attempt to make proselytes by appeals to the selfish feelings: and consequently should plead for the oppressed, not to them." The curse of labor unionism is that it has been an appeal to the selfishness of the oppressed. The glory and strength of organized charity, on the other hand, has rested largely in the fact that it has been an appeal for the oppressed. While much of the church work that has been attempted in practical lines has been somewhere between the two-trying to bait the poor and patronize the rich. Is not the church finding the truer method in such spontaneous movements of self-sacrifice, and spiritual ministration as the above? And can we not trust churches of other cities and of the whole country to fulfill their mission in this respect? As one says, in writing of "The Church and Social Reform." "The church is the only disinterested organ for the advancement of true development on the largest scale. It is the only organism ready and in working order for adaptation to the new aspect of the truth, and it is certainly a weakness on the part of those who are most interested in the have so far neglected this obvious channel of least propagation of the highest social truth that they resistance as the vehicle of their work."




F. EMORY LYON.
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"Remember the Maine."

What does this slogan mean? Is it a cry of revenge and hate? Is it meant to inflame the too excitable feelings of a sensitive nation? Is it the skilful watchword of a man or a party that would, right or wrong, demand the retaliation of bloodshed? If so, it is earthly, sensual, devilish. It is the watchword of the father of lies and of all evil passions.

If, however, it means, Remember the faithfulness, devotion, and patriotism of the sailors of the Maine; remember that they gave their lives for their country, and be willing, if necessary, to die in the same good cause; if it means, "Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not-"; if it means all this, let us cherish it, and utter it, and be uided by it in our actions. The brave men who lost their lives in Havana harbor would be the very first to say, "Forget the Maine if it means hate and revenge, but remember the Maine if it means patriotism, humanity, duty."-C. E. World.
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CORRECTIONS.




Madison, April 27, 1898. Dear Bro.:-I see by the last CHURCH LIFE that White Creek is credited with the only regular weekly prayer meeting in Adams County. Who ever reported this has not traveled around in their county very much, for to my knowledge the Davis Corners church has had two regular prayer meetings a week through seed time and harvest and through all kinds of weather for the past fifteen months. I was pastor there for the past year, until I took up work under the American Sunday School Union. Yours truly,
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tive arrangement of many useful things for present information and to file away for reference. The use of CHURCH LIFE for missionary matter in preparing programs for monthly concerts and womman's meetings ought to double its subscription. Are we behind as a church in taking it and in paying for it?" MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE.

"The CHURCH LIFE grows in interest. I hope its subscription list grows as it should, and that Bro. Kidder can be encouraged to keep at the mast head." C. W. CAMP.

"Am glad to note the improvement in the CHURCH LIFE and pray for its continued success." H. A. MINER.




GOOD CHEER FOR RIPON.




Ripon College, Ripon, Wis., April 22, '98. Editor:-Ripon college is rejoicing over the offer of a friend to the college, who does not wish his name to be known, to give $15,000 toward the building of a Science Hall if a total sum of $340,000 can be raised. It is expected that the friends of the college will speedily rally and furnish the required amount. Several of them have already expressed their intention to have a hand in it. Yours very truly,




RUFUS C. FLAGG.




A favor will be conferred by those who forward to the Beloit office copies of OUR CHURCH LIFE for October and November, 1897, and for January, 1898. Copies of most of the other past issues can be furnished at 25 cents a dozen copies, or gratuitously if used to increase the subscription list.




Is your list of subscribers growing, with back dues paid? If in doubt inquire at the Beloit office.




Has your church in all its departments forwarded its Home Missionary offering? The work is growing. The year is slipping away.




OUR CHURCH LIFE has been favored with a picturesque and instructive discourse, preached by the Rev. James McLaren, of Racine, inspired by the new stained-glass windows lately placed within the Congregational church of that city by the Women's Union. The theme is "The Outer as a Symbol of the Inner Beauty." We regret that the crowding of copy forbids us to print it for the present. Mr. McLaren will sail for London in June.




Mr. Wm. Millard, father of the late Mrs. Stowe Sawyer, writes of her picture in our last issue: "The picture is very excellent; by far exceeding any for a newspaper cut which I have ever seen."




"Only ten towns in Massachusetts are now without free public libraries."-Congregationalist.




Lightener of burdens, blessed Lord, 
  In thee our only rest we find. 
Take us. We take thee at thy word. 
  Give rest to body, soul, and mind. 





-Anon.









National Congress of Mothers.

Definite St te organization will be effected at the Second Congress of Mothers and duly accredited delegates from organizations working along similar lines will be entitled to vote upon aud amend the Constitution and By-Laws presented.

Each club of not less than five members will be entitled to a delegate. Clubs of twenty members or more will be entitled to two.

All clubs and organizations intending to send delegates will please notify the National office as soon as practicable.

Delegates from general organizations will be most welcome and will have special courtesies extended to them, but will not be allowed to vote upon Constitution and By-Laws.

Visitors will also be welcome.

Special railroad rates have been secured over the main roads throughout the country-one and onethird fare for the round trip.

The hotel headquarters during the Congress will be at the Ebbitt House, Fourteenth and F Streets N. W. Uniform rate, $3 per day.

The sessions will continue from May 2 to 7 inclusive, and be held in the Grand Opera House.

Addresses of great interest will be delivered at this Second Congress from men and women well known throughout the country.

Address all communications, National Congress of Mothers, Loan and Trust Building, Washing
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ring loss of over $300 worth of household goods besides much damage by water. The fire originated mysteriously in a barn in the rear of the house, a neighbor's cow perishing. Bro. Lathrop's family now sojourning in the academy cottage, have scarcely recovered from the shock, but are thankful it was no worse. Unfortunately there was no insurance on the goods.

District Missionary R. L. Cheney has been laid aside for a fortnight, narrowly escaping pneumonia, as the result of over work and exposure. Both our district missionaries were upon the verge of breaking down from over work, and have been cautioned by the powers that be to take more frequent rests, in spite of increasing demands for their work.

The Milwaukee Congregational club was to meet in Wauwatosa, May 10, with addresses by Rev. Sidney Strong, of Oak Park, Ill., on "The Cathedral Country of East England," and by S. T. Kidder, of Menasha.




The Evening Wisconsin prints a beautiful Easter Hymn-reprinted also in The Hanoverian-by Pastor Mathews' daughter, Miss Anna Elizabeth Mathews.




General Missionary Dexter has a short poem of great merit in the Northwestern Mail of recent date, entitled "The Wife's Song of Love." We hope for space ere long to present the above to our readers.




Hon. S. D. Hastings, of Madison, has been ill with pneumonia in Green Bay, but is fortunately recovering.




Southern Wis. District C. E. Union.

This body convened joyfully at Delevan Apr. 15-17. The delegates took the city by storm, 125 strong. The local Epworth League and B. Y. P. U. were invited to share the feast. B. F. Martin, District President, of Fulton, guided the sessions. Fifty prosperous societies of the district were reported, and $75 raised for district work, with $30

balance on hand. Miss Hannah Larson, of Whitewater, finely led the Junior hour. All the addresses were of a high order. The Sunday morning prayer meeting and meetings for men and women Sunday p. m., led by such workers as J. R. Pratt, A. E. Matheson and A. G. Leffingwell, and Misses Nettie Harrington and Florence Baker, were of marked spiritual power. Among prominent speakers present were Prof. G. A. Tawney, of Beloit, Rev. W. M. Short, of Evansville; Geo. Chambers, of Milton, and S. P. Wilder and Dr. C. A. Hobbs, of Delavan, Miss Brown, of Eau Claire, and the others mentioned above. Officers for ensuing year, as chosen, were: Seth W. Gregory, Delavan, Pres.; Miss Belle Weeks, of Sharon, and Miss Eleanor Snyder, of Delavan, Vice Presidents; Miss Fannie Jackson, of Janesville, Treasurer. The 1899 session will be held in Sharon.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. Wight. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. 





District Missionaries:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D.,. F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN,




J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly.




Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RA 
        REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. Geo. H. Ide, *REV. W, W. Rose, Rev. L. HOLBROOK, REV. A .L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





*Deceased.




Financial Statement-April 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena 2nd, $1.; Arena 3rd, $.50; Beloit 1st, $50.; Brandon, $6.; Burlington, $25.78; Delevan, $8.55; Fond du Lac, $22.78; Ferryville, $.50; Irvington, $1.25; Mill Creek, $3.; Milwaukee Pilgrim, $24.63; Milwaukee Swedish, $1.80; Osseo, $3.; Prescott, $5.60; Ripon, $69.44; Royalton, $1.50; Sun Prairie, $16.50; Token, $7.34; Trevor, $16.; Whitewater, $36.47; Wyalusing Ladies' Missionary Society, $1.........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




$ 302.64
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Solution of Our German Problem.

The ordination of Mr. C. A. Fuessle with the presence of two other recent graduates of the German department of our Chicago Theological Seminary, was a practical and telling illustration of one of the best aids to the solution of our German problem. These young Germans with their mother tongue and their intimacy and sympathy with their own nationality, yet also thoroughly Americanized and trained in English, working with comfort and acceptableness in both languages, even while preaching in German to Germans are doing a unifying, Americanizing, and Christianizing service of incalculable value. With the multiplication of such leaders our German problem will be hastened towards its right solution.

The examination of the candidate, which was unusually well sustained, was conducted in the German house of worship, while the evening service was held in the English building. Part of the services were in German and part in English, part were first in one and then in the other, while "Nearer My God to Thee" was sung in both languages at the same time, each taking his choice of language.

Moderator of Council, Prof. Samuel Ives Curtis; Scribe, Rev. A. H. Vogel; Sermon, by Rev. G. H. Ide, D. D.; Prayer, by Prof. S. I. Curtis; Right Hand in German, by Rev. M. E. Every, D. D.; Charge in German, by Dr. Every; Charge in English, by Sec'y H. W. Carter; Address in English, Rev. J. Titsworth; Address in German, Rev. Carl Dettmers. The father of the candidate made the opening prayer in German. Rev. F. S. Sawyer read the Scriptures. Pastor Dettmers represented the First Evangelical Lutheran Congregational church of Chicago, a church resulting from a separatist movement in the old country.




World's Sunday School Convention.




C.




The third World's Sunday School Convention meets in London, England, Monday, July 11 to Saturday, July 16. The occasion will be a noble and exceptional one, both intellectually, socially and spiritually. The program is fine. We shall be privileged to hear and meet men and women whose influence is being felt throughout the world.

The social features will add luster to an already noble and brilliant occasion. These will include a grand reception by the Lord Mayor of London in the Mansion House, his official residence. One day's session and a Tea in the famous Crystal Palace, a garden party, etc. There will be an address by the Marquis of Northampton and other nobility.

Two special cars will leave Milwaukee with banners Thursday, June 23, one of them bound for Montreal, over the C. & N. W., the Wabash and the Canadian Pacific R. R's, the other for Philadelphia over the C. & N. W. and Baltimore & Ohio R.




R's. The Philadelphia contingent will leave Chicago at 3 p. m and the next morning will have a free observation car at tached to the train at Pittsburg for the exclusive use of this party, which will run to Washington, where a stop over of a few hours, or of a night, as the party may prefer, will be made. when, proceeding to Philadelphia, they will sail for Liverpool by the Pennland, Saturday 25th at 1:30 p. m.

The two sections of the Wisconsin party will sail from Montreal and Philadelphia the same day, and will reach Liverpool together. Here those of both parties who wish will travel up to London together, stopping over at Chester, for the Cathedral and the old Roman wall, at Stratford-on-Avon, Warwick Castle, Kenilworth, Oxford, Windsor and Eton.

After the convention some will visit the Continent, while one section will go by special car on a tour of English Cathedrals, and then up into Scotland, through the Sir Walter and Burns district, and by coach and sail through the Scotch Highlands. Others will rest quietly.

Tickets can be obtained through Mr. Mathews (not elsewhere) from Milwaukee to Liverpool and London and back by Montreal, Boston, N. Y., or Philadelphia to Milwaukee again for $110.00 up, or it one is content to try second class for $88.15.

Less than a dozen first cabin berths remain untaken.

Is not this an opportunity of a lifetime? Can you go? If not, kindly notify me at once of any one or more whom you would like to have rep: esent Wisconsin from your town. Any day may see all the berths taken, so if you wish to go send me at once $10.00 deposit to secure berth, subject to a refund less 10 per cent before June 1. if for any reason you cannot go, I will forward it immediately. It will be a great time. Go if you can, but above all things pray for the convention. Apply at once for further details, to REV. S. S. MATHEWS, 341 Walker St., Milwaukee.




PROGRAM.
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be not less than $68,000. in May Mission Studies.




You will find a more full statement




This you see leaves $44,000 to be raised the next six months. This can be done if we determine that we will and all set about it at once. It can be done if each one is willing to do her part, and a few are ready to do a little more. It will not be done if one waits for another, and the time slips by until special effort is relegated to the last few weeks of the year.

Dear friends, can we let this matter drift as it may with such opportunities before us? With the missionaries in Turkey and India eagerly telling us that they never had so many children under Christian influence before as now-hundreds more at nearly every station? Dreadful famine and still more dreadful massacre have wrought sad changes, but the wrath of man is praising the Lord. We have access to thousands where before we had hundreds. God has wrested victory from defeat and thrust these opportunities into our hands.

Shall we be listless and indifferent and then let the tide roll back, carrying with it these thousands who may never again come within our reach? The present is ours-let us go forward together and rse it. Yours very sincerely, M. D. WINGate.




Dr. Goddard in a late letter says: "Every day brings some new patients, and next week the regular dispensary will be opened. We hope by the close of the year to have a proper hospital. It is depending on you Endeavorers, and we know you will not fail us. It means hard work, edoubled energies, many sacrifices and many prayers. But you can do it all."




Additional pledges from C. E. Societies at Ashland, Antigo, Elroy, Fond du Lac, Mazomanie, Milwaukee Plymouth and Prescott have come in, but where are the rest? The hospital building waits your offerings. Shall we raise its walls or only lay the foundation? A. B. SEwell.




..$ 46.62
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Received for the debt, Ft. Atkinson, $2.50; Delevan, $1.65; Sparta, $.25; Two Rivers, J. C. E., $15.00. Whole amount received, $228.59. MRS. A. T. STACY, Treas.




Rev. J. B. Davison at Waupun.

April 17, 1898, will long be remembered as a red letter day in defense of our Christian Sabbath. By request Mr. Davison spoke in the forenoon on "The Change of the Sabbath from the Seventh to the First Day of the Week," at the Congregational church. The mass meeting occurred in the evening at the Whiting theatre, where fully a thousand people assembled. On the stage were the entire force of local clergy, with one exception, and this gentleman was present in the building but unable to reach the platform with the crowd.

The first speech of the evening was made by Rev. Joseph C. Hartman of the Catholic church, on "Remember the Sabbath and Keep it Holy." It was given in a kindly Christian spirit and received great appreciation.

Rev. G. H. S. Somerville of Trinity Episcopal church, pleaded the right of workingmen to a weekly half holiday for recreation purposes. His remarks were both witty and wise. Captain Spencer, of the Christian Crusader's Band, spoke for the Baptist pastor, dealing with the beneficial results of Sabbath rest. Rev. J. B. Davison made the closing address on "Sabbath Amusements." As usual he treated his theme in an earnest and convincing manner. The Crusade Band furnished several selections of sacred music, and Mrs. J. S. Morris treated the audience to one of her magnificent solos. As an outcome of the meeting a gathering of the clergy took place April 27, at the Roman Catholic parsonage, when a Lord's Day managing




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. committee was formed, with Rev. J. H. Rowland, Moderator;




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stoughton Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit,




We call your attention to the following letter, no comment is needed, it speaks for itself:

"Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior." Room 603, 59 Dearborn St. CHICAGO, April 21, 1898. My Dear Friend:-We are impelled to call the special attention of Branch and Associational officers to the financial situation of the W. B. M. I. The Board year is now half gone and the treasurer reports the total amount of receipts to date, including payment on debt of 1897, $24,148.79. The total amount of expense for the year, including balance of debt, will




Rev. J. Mulendyke, secretary, and Rev. Father Hartman, treasurer. It was planned to put a leaflet bearing on the Lord's Day into every home in the city. The same tract was to be used for distribution at one time. A delightful spirit of unanimity prevailed in all discussions, and shows that Waupun is very near ideal in its inter-church fellowship.




In Old Age.




BY REV. A. PINKERTON.-2 Cor. 4:16,17,18. 
  The outward man is perishing, 
     Is crumbling to decay, 


But praise the Lord the inward man 
 Grows stronger day by day- 
We're growing more child-like, and can 
  The more securely rest 


Within the eyerlasting arms— 
  Our last days are the best. 





J. H. R.









Life in Our Churches.




Appleton-Rev. John Favi le. pastor. Fine Easter programs were rendered by the boy choir, Choir master Wrightson and others, on April 10, with appropriate sermons. Patriotic services which attracted overwhelming audiences, were held on recent Sunday evenings with music and addresses of patriotic character, in view of more than a score of young men of the congregation and Sunday evening club, who have gone to the front.

Auroraville-Rev.G.V.Clark, pastor. An addition 24x48 ft. has recently been joined to the main church building which is to be used for a Sunday-school class-room, socials, etc. The Sunday-school observed Lincoln's Day and gave a generous offering to the A. M. A. Rev. C. A. Payne, of Berlin, has just finished his course of stereopticon lectures on his trip to and from the San Francisco convention. These lectures are very popular. They are to be given at the Poysippi church in the near future.

Barneveld-Rev. John Williams, pastor. "It has been uphill in the spiritual work, but it begins to look like a church now." Services are held part of the time in Welsh and part in English.

Boltonville-Rev Carl Montanus, pastor. It is some time since we have sent in any report from this field. However, we have not been idle. A Christian Endeavor Society has been formed which is doing fine work. Our young people are going to supply the Milwaukee Rescue Mission with flowers for distribution among the prisoners and the sick during the coming summer. Pastor and people are praying for a revival of God's work .n our midst.

Chilton-Pastor, Rev. H. S. Evart. The church roll has been revised. The work goes on steadily. Pastor Evart also supplies Hilbert, and has been preaching at Brillion since Jan. 23. On April 3, 132 persons were in attendance here.

Coloma. Rev. Idrys Jones, with the aid of Evangelist Pratt, held special meetings which resulted in nine additions, with more promised.

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. The "Provoker" is a noble church paper, full of helpful ideas and items. The C. E. Society held an Easter morning prayer meeting. Dr. Flagg, of Ripon, spoke recently on Education, upon a Thursday evening. Pastor Ellis has supplied once or twice for Pastor Dixon, of Viroqua, during his illness. Pastor Robinson, of Baraboo, gave an illustrated lecture, Apr. 25, on "Cuba Libre," exchanging on Sunday with Pastor Ellis, and in the evening giving lantern illustrations in the life of Jesus. The present pastorate has now included 6 years. The membership has grown from 85 to 160, and 118 have been received., Benevolences meanwhile have aggregated over $700. 33 have been received to membership within six months.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. Annual meeting April 6. Business transacted in the afternoon. Reports showed excellent progress. The Willing Workers and Ladies' Aid Society reported over $200 raised for parsonage and other improvements. The Young Ladies' Aid Society, lately organized, reported $30 raised and applied on barn and salary. Other finances appeared in good condition, and thanks and congratulations were warmly expressed to the above societies. Through the efforts of the pastor and friends, the newly erected parsonage barn has cost but $15 for labor, the rest being donated by friends. It is 20x26x16. From 6 to 8 p. m. supper was served by the gentlemen of the parish, including oysters in three styles. At eight o'clock a program of songs, readings, recitations, etc., was rendered, made specially attractive by the Peck Sisters, of LaFayette. A goodly number responded to roll-call. Warm appreciation was expressed toward all who had contributed to the triple feast, and the event closed with much stimulus toward better work in future.

Eau Claire First-Rev. J. W. Frizzell, pastor. A warm welcome was extended to the new pastor on his coming, and the wisdom of his call is already evident in greatly enlarged congregations attracted both morning and evening. The Sunday-school and prayer meetings also have received new impulse and enlargement, and seven were received to membership at a recent communion. The outlook is hopeful and premonitory of large and genuine success.

Emerald Grove-Rev. C. W. Dennis, pastor, sent out to the members of his parish for Easter Sunday, a pastoral greeting in the form of a hymn, commencing:

"The Easter morning once more breaks 
 To bring again its greeting, 
Its's song of joy for all awakes, 


The story old repeating."




Fond du Lac-Rev. D. L. Holbrook, pastor. Specially fine Easter services and decorations marked the day, with Plock horst's "Easter Morning" beautifully reproduced on the title page of the program. Anthems from Warren, Stainer and Tullar were rendered by choir and Sunday-school. Pastor Holbrook assisted in farewell meetings for the Fond du Lac Guards called into the Nation's service.

Friendship. The resignation of Rev. J. A. Thomas was received with surprise and regret by the church and people of Friendship. We have also had quite a loss in the departure of Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Parmenter, deacon and clerk of our church, and in the death of Mrs. N. M. Jones, secretary of our Ladies' Aid Society and one of our most faithful members.




Hadlock, where a little church was recently organized, sustains prayer meeting and Sunday-school with interest in the absence of a pastor. Rev. J. A. Thomas, now of Pine River and Saxeville, cared for the above mentioned church in connection with Friendship and Quincy.

Ithaca-Rev. Gro. Farnsworth, pastor. At last communion nine united with the church, four on confession and five by letter. Have organized a Christian Endeaver society with about 25 members. Held a "shingling bee" and put a new $36 roof on church, the Ladies' Society furnishing the shingles and a dinner for the men. The church has also put about $14 on the parsonage in repairs. Interest good.

Hilbert-Supplied by Rev. H. S. Evart, of Chilton. A council of the vicinage, called April 26, to advise as to the organizing of a church, decided that, all things considered, organization would be premature, and recommended that the admirable work begun by Bro. Evart and his co-laborers be continued under the auspices of the Congregational Society, already formed, until the way to church organization seems clearer. Field Missionary Dexter has fostered the enterprise, and a fine Sunday-school of from 40 to 50 is carried on, with regular preaching services. Secretary Carter was moderator of the Council. Special afternoon services were conducted, with address by Dr. John Faville, and words of cheer from members of the Council, who regard the enterprise as very hopeful. A successful fair was lately held.

Menasha-Pastor, S. T. Kidder. The Endeavor Society has been earning fifty dollars toward clearing the balance due on their piano, and on a recent evening held a supper and sociable to recount their several efforts at dollar carning. They utilized the denominational evening May 8, with an exposition especially of the missionary objects to which they contribute, viz, the Oberlin Home, the Grand View (Tenn.) Institute and the work of Mrs. Nieberg Goddard. The church missionary concert, May 5, was conducted by Mrs. Northrup's Sunday-school class, in tull and interesting account of the country, people and missionary history of the Hawaiian Islands. A crowded patriotic praise service, led by the Boys' Choir Club, was held Sunday evening, May 8.

Milwaukee, Hanover Street-Rev. S. S. Mathews, pastor. The "Hanoverian" makes its first appearance as a parish paper, with the motto, "O come, let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord." A new choir; a prospering Sunday school under Miss Niquet, as superintendent; a large parish chorus, led on Saturday evenings by Mr. tarkweather, a good year's work by the sewing school; a free reading room, open every evening; a newly organized Women's Foreign Missionary Society, and a stirring Y. P. S. C. E., presided over by Miss A. E. Mathews, together with a Whatsoever Circle of Daughters of the King, are among specially interesting features of work. The latter are filling a box for a colored orphan asylum in the South.

Milwaukee Plymouth-Rev. Judson Titsworth, pastor. Beginning with May, Sunday-school will precede instead of following morning worship which will occur at 11 a. m. A very large audience was attracted by the Easter service and over 300 partook of the communion service. The Milwaukee Congregational Union held its annual meeting Apr. 18, all officers but two were reelected. The Union has engaged Rev. David Jenkins to organize a Sunday-school and open preaching services on the West Side in the Tabernacle Welsh church, long unused. Dr. Titsworth will preach the Memorial Day sermon before the E. B. Wolcott Post G. A. R. The Plymouth Rifles have organized a drum and bugle corps. Over 100 boys are enlisted.

Milwaukee Swedish-Rev. Isak Hoyem, pastor. Special evangelistic services were held April 23 and 24, with the assistance of Rev. J. M. Westlund, a former pastor, and of Rev. Aug. Erikson, of Chicago.

Neillsville-Rev. G. W. Longenecker, pastor. Evangelist Hills is holding special meetings at this place, the three churches uniting. Some good has been accomplished and the meetings continue for another week.

Osseo-Rev. J. E. Evans, pastor-In this its first year of self-support is reported by the clerk to be in better financial condition than ever, even when it was receiving $175 a year from the Missionary Society. Seven joined the church in April, with more to follow. The pastor has recently organized at York, an outstation, a Christian Endeavor Society of 33 members, with others to come.

Neptune-Rev. Geo. Farnsworth, pastor, has organized a Bible reading class with an attendance of from 20 to 25.

Palmyra. An extraordinary event occurred April 21, in the 62nd wedding anniversary of Deacon and Mrs. Dickinson. Fifty friends gathered at their home and dined substantially and cheered them with congratulations. Among them were the former pastor, Rev. Thos. W. Barbour and family, of East Troy. Deacon Dickinson read a portion of scripture, Pastor Van Swearingen, of Palmyra, offered prayer, and remarks were made by both Messrs. Barbour and Van Swearingen, interspersed with songs. It was a happy occasion. Deacon Dickinson, aged 84, and his wife, aged 82, are in fair health. The guests left this rare occasion wishing the venerable couple God's richest blessings, and hoping both might be spared for another anniversary. Deacon Dickinson's remarks on this occasion were deeply impressive.

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. Rev. F. E. Hopkins, D. D., of the First Congregational church of Dubuque,









Iowa, gave his lecture, "The Golden Fleece," April 14, under the auspices of the Sunday-school. It was one of the best lecures ever given in the city and was enthusiastically received by the audience. Pastor Wight issued a pastoral letter before the May communion, inclosing blanks to record presence at the service, and a Home Missionary envelop, closing with the following words: "A part of our covenant: We take this church to be our church, promising as far as in us lies, to observe its sacraments; to attend its meetings; to submit to its discipline; to share its work; to love its members, and to seek its unity, purity and increase."

Potosi-Rev. Aaron Breeze, pastor. Easter was duly observed with a sermon by the pastor from the subject, "The Risen Lord and the Christian's Hope," to a very large congregation. The evening service consisted in Easter exercises, entitled "Victorious King." The church was too small to accomodate all desiring admittance. The collections for the day amounted to $12, which strengthened the fund for building summer kitchen and reshingling the parsonage. Prentice-Rev. Alex Chambers, pastor. At the annual meeting of the church in Prentice April 21, the pastor reported 800 calls and visits; 12 members added to the church; offerings taken for five of the Missionary Societies, A. B. C. F. M., C. H. M. S., A. M. A., C. B. S. and C. P. S. S.; the Sunday school increased from 45 to 75 in average; 3 new Sunday schools organized with an average of 65, and 5 new preaching stations opened. A children's choir of 20 voices is trained for the morning services, and 4 young people sent to college after preparation by the pastor. The village was carried for no license largely by the work of this church, which is the only English speaking church in the village.

Ripon-Rev. H. L. Richardson, retiring pastor. The church lately gave Pastor Richardson a farewell reception, and presented to him a gold watch. His pastorate will have been longer than any other two in the history of the church-11 years.

Spring Valley, Pierce Co.,-Rev. Wm. Short, pastor, is engaged in the erection of a meeting house. They heartily appreciate the recent gift of Sabbath-school song books from the Beloit First church.

Union Grove-Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor. The pastor and wife recently gave a reception at their "wooden wedding" anniversary, issuing unique invitations upon wooden cards. Walworth, Fontana and Williams Bay-Rev. M. N. Clark, pastor. Have been holding special meetings at Williams Bay for two weeks with good results and some conversions. Expect additions to church at next communion. Congregations at all points are good. At Walworth larger than ever. All church expenses have been paid up to March 1.




Reviews and Exchanges.

Brief mention was made last month of Dr. W. F. Crafts' new volume of lectures on "SOCIAL PROGRESS," to which is added the "Topic A Month Course of Reform Studies," following the dates and themes suggested by the Reform Bureau for general observance and presentation from all pulpits each month. For example, June (the wedding month) suggests "The Family, and Divorce Reform." July (Independence day month) introduces the theme, "National Reforms," etc. This little book furnishes fresh facts, statistics and scripture light on all reform problems, guiding also to completer books of reference. To the pastor interested in reform studies, it is invaluable. It is furnished in paper covers at 25 cents, by Rev. J. B. Davison, of the Rest Day Association, Mathews Bld'g, Milwaukee.




The Parkman Club, Milwaukee, has lately issued pamphlet No. 18, by our State Congregational Historian, Rev. John N. Davidson, of Two Rivers; on "Negro Slavery in Wisconsin, and The Underground Railroad." This supplements an article on a similar theme reviewed two years ago and gives many interesting anecdotes of the transfer of fugitive slaves northward through Wisconsin by valiant Christian hands.




STUDIES IN SABBATH REFORM by Abram Herbert Lewis, D. D., issued by the Am. Sab. Tract Soc., Plainfield, N. J., (price 10 cents in paper, pp. 126) is a new and improved attempt to monopolize the Bible in behalf of Seventh day views and as against all Sunday legislation. It is a very good manual for those who want that kind of a book.




HER TWENTY HEATHEN and other missionary stories, by Mary E. Bamford, (Boston and Chicago, Pilgrim Press, pp. 121, cloth 50 cents, paper 25 cents.) This bundle of missionary stories by Miss Bamford is an excellent thing where with to enliven missionary concerts, or entertain the meetings of missionary societies. Miss Bamford's stories have already met with favorable reception, and they combine shrewd observation of life, with a skill in setting forth the humorous and pathetic elements of the matters treated which make them memorable. Send for a copy for your Endeavor Society or ladies' missionary meetings.

THE PULPIT AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS is a new one dollar magazine, of peculiar form, issued first in April from San Francisco, and designed to be a current source of information and impulse
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CURRENT HISTORY. 4th quarter, 1897, 256 pp. Edited by Alfred S. Johnson, Ph. D. Price, $1.50 a year; single numbers, 40 cents; specimen pages free. Boston, The New England Publishing Co.

During the past eight years "Current History" has won its way into an assured position of public favor. It has remained throughout under the same editorial management, and has consistently adhered to the original idea of presenting a quarterly digest of the world's progress in all its phases, political, social, scientific, etc. A high standard has uniformly been maintained in literary and typographical excellence, careful sitting of and judicious treatment of facts, freedom from political or sectarian bias, and convenience of arrangement for reference purposes. Whatever the topic may be, if it is of any general interest, the reader may rest assured he will find it presented in all its leading features, clearly and concisely, in "Ĉurrent History." The current number opens with a strong critical study of the career of the late Charles A. Dana, editor of the New York Sun. Next follows the regular historical review. Among the specially noteworthy titles are these: the Greater N Y. Campaign, November Elections, Behring Sea Dispute, Hawaiian Question, Cuban Revolt, Currency Reform, Klondike Gold Fields, Greco-Turkish Question, Kiao-Chau Incident, Hayti and Germany, Tariff and Reciprocity, Women in Occu pations of Men, Pope Leo on Manitoba Schools, Development of Canadian Northwest Territories, Dreyfus Case, Austrian Politics, Colonization of Palestine, The Yerkes Observatory, Exploration of Patagonia, and obituaries of G. M. Pullman, Rear-Admiral Worden, and Justin Winsor. There are 61 portraits, 9 maps and 2 full-page views in the number.




MRS CLEVELAND'S NEW PORTRAITS.

Mrs. Cleveland recently had a new set of photographs taken, the first time she has been photographed since leaving the White House, and has given them to Mr. Bok, with permission to publish them in The Ladies' Home Journal, where they will be publcily seen for the first time. The set also includes the first authoratative photographs published of the new Princeton home of the Clevelands.




THE "CABINET member's WIFE."

The authorship of the much-discussed "Inner Experiences of a Cabinet Member's Wife," printed in The Ladies' Home Journal, will be revealed in the June issue of that magazine, when the name of Anna Farquhar will appear as the author. It is surmised that the domestic experiences described in these letters were those of Mrs. W. H. H. Miller, wife of the Attorney-General in President Harrison's cabinet,-since Miss Farquhar is known to be a personal friend of the Miller family, and to have spent considerable time with them in Washington during their official residence there. The author of these letters was born and raised in Indianapolis, in neighborly relations with the Harrison and Miller families, but for ten years past she has lived a studious professional life in New York, London and Boston. She is now connected with the editorial staff of The Boston Transcript.

A most attractive feature of the May issue of the Journal is Rudyard Kipling's splendid Recessional Hymn, "God of our Fathers," written for the Queen's Jubilee, set to music by Reginald DeKoven.




EXCHANGES.




THE DIOCESE, Fond du Lac, incloses Conan Moseley's sermon on war, adapted by Bishop Grafton.

THE BIBLICAL WORLD for April has an able editorial on "Criticism and the Authority of the Bible." Its articles and illustrations are up to the usual high standard, as one of the most, if not the most, stimulating and helpful journals on Biblical themes. This number gives an elaborate Bibliography of Theological and Semitic Literature. "Popular Bible Study in Scotland," by Rev. George Steven, and "The Origin and Character of Deuteronomy," by Prof. L. W. Batten, Ph. D., are among leading themes.

THE WISCONSIN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, Madison, contains a valuable article in the Semi Centennial History series, by A. O. Wright, of Madison, on "How the Great River was Discovered."

PUBLIC LIBRARIES for May contains a broadside of discussion and reports on the Relation of Libraries to the Common Schools.

THE AMERICAN MESSENGER, 10 E. 23rd St., New York, is offering a premium reprint of Hoffman's celebrated picture, "Christ in the Temple," to every 25 cent new subscriber.









Sketch of Lemonweir Convention. Lemonweir Convention is in many respects unique. Centrally located geographically, it has also been the center of much missionary interest and effort. With no large cities or city churches its problem has been mainly that of the rural community, rendered more difficult in many cases by a shifting and uncertain population.

The soil generally is quite sandy. Many of the first settlers, understanding not its possibilities, became discouraged and simply left their farms. In traveling through parts of the Convention one often sees these deserted farms with buildings and fences going to decay, and the fields filling up with jackpines. This fact has affected the history of the churches of the Convention.

When Rev. Dexter Clary entered upon his work as agent of the Home Missionary Society, August 1, 1850, there was not a church within the present bounds of Lemonweir Convention. The Indians' title to the land had been but recently extinguished and they were still occupying large portions of the region. Very little of it was in the market.

The tide of population, however, soon began to flow into central Wisconsin. New settlements were rapidly made and material for new organizations accumulated. We find on record this remarkable fact that in the year 1858 there were organized in this region seven Congregational churches. This probably attracted the attention of the State Convention and led it, at its annual meeting at LaCrosse October 9, 1858, to call for the organization of a new Convention, to cover the north half of Sauk county, the whole of Juneau, Adams, Marquette and Waushara counties, "extending north to such limits as may hereafter be indicated." Five churches and three ministers were to be set off from the Madison Convention; six churches and five ministers from the Winnebago, these with the new churches to be called the Lemon weir District Convention. The name was probably suggested by the Lemonweir river which is within the district.

In accordance with this action the Convention was organized at Kilbourn City, October 27, 1858. Thirteen churches, all Congregational, were represented, viz: New Lisbon, Newport, Reedsburg, Baraboo, Lyndon, Westfield, Necedah, Mauston, Kilbourn City, Quincy, Richford, Chester and Roche a Cris, the last seven being the new churches.

The ministers present were, Revs. S. A. Dwinnell, who preached the opening sermon from I Chron. 12:32, Warren Cochrane, H. Hutchins, M. Wells, A. C. Lathrop and J. W. Perkins. Rev. A. C. Lathrop, father of Rev. Stanley Lathrop, the oldest minister present, was chosen moderator. The Convention was organized along the line of the preceding Conventions, adopting the same confession, covenant, rules of business and methods.

An incident of that first meeting was the refusal to admit Rev. D. A. Campbell to membership on his papers from the Wesleyan Connection where he had served seven years. At the third meeting of the Convention he was admitted and held membership for more than thirty-five years, till his death. It is not quite evident whether his very useful career reflects credit upon the fathers or shows an over caution on their part. Those of us who have known Father Campbell have found it difficult to conceive such a delay necessary. Twenty-five years later at an anniversary of the Convention he alluded humorously but very kindly to the time he was waiting without.

There were changes in boundaries. Baraboo, as well as Tomah and Elroy which were admitted later, finally found their way to the LaCrosse Convention. Grand Rapids, Pittsville and Nekoosa of later date brought Wood county prominently within the Convention, also the organization of the Pleasant Valley church added a part of Green Lake county.

One of the saddest things in the history of the Convention is the long list of churches that have become extinct. I find in the records the names of twenty-five such churches. Four of these after a time were reorganized, but twenty-one have slept the sleep from which there has seemed to be no waking.

We may partially account for these lapses; the poverty of the early settlers who wrested from the sandy soil a very scanty support; the drain upon the membership occasioned by the war which was very severe, and from the effects of which some of the young weak churches neyer recovered; lack of understanding and cooperation with our Presbyterian brethren. Somehow these two bodies of Christians worked at cross purposes. In four instances a Presbyterian church was formed where a Congregational church was already organized and trying to cover the ground. Some strong protests appear in the records against what was considered unwarranted encroachments. I do not attempt to locate responsibility. There was probably fault on both sides. Surely a better understanding with our Presbyterian brethren, such as existed in the other conventions, would have saved not only a good deal of ill feeling but the life of some of our churches. Some of these unfortunate complications, however, had their humorous side. When the Congregational church in New Lisbon was formed some objcted to the Calvinism of Article VII in the Confession. For their sake the article was dropped. Afterward these very persons withdrew to help form a Presbyterian church. That this might never happen again our church adopted, January 23, 1859, a re-olution declaring "Whereas the uncalvinistic element which came into this church at its organization with the




change of the VII article, has left us and gone into the Presbyterian church of New Lisbon, therefore resolved that we restore said article and adopt it as found in the Confession." The remedy was evidently effectual as no "uncalvinistic element" has since left to form a Presbyterian church.

That the burden of these vacant churches weighed upon the Convention is evident from the records. As early as 1861 we find this resolution. "Whereas, eight or more churches now in connection with this Convention enjoy not even the occasional ministration of the Word, for the want of which they are actually famishing and dying; and whereas their poverty stands in the way of supplying themselves; therefore resolved that we recommend the appointment of a missionary by the Home Missionary Society to make these destitute churches his field of labor." Until this could be done they pledged themselves to furnish occasional supplies to the vacant fields. Twenty-six years passe i before the response came to this call, when Secretary Grassie, burdened with the desolations of Lemonweir Convention and with a passion for helping weak churches, sent Henry Staufer, of Yale Seminary, for the four summer months of 1887. A strong beginning was made and fields long desolate were much strengthened. April 1 the following year the work so well begun by Mr. Staufer was taken up by the writer and continued three years and nine months I found thirteen out of eighteen churches vacant. Of these three had been vacant two years, three for three years, four for five years, and three had held no services for seven years. Four of these were found lapsed beyond recovery, but nine were revived and greatly strengthened and four churches were organized. Plainfield, whose organization was probably premature; Hillsborough, which afterward joined the LaCrosse Convention; Endeavor, with its church and school, and Pleasant Valley. Several of the weak churches provided themselves with chu.ch building and parsonage. The Nekoosa church was fortunate in having from the very first a beautiful building completely furnished, the gift of one of the proprietors of the paper mill. Hadlock, recently organized, brings the number of churches now in the Convention to twenty-two. Thirteen of these are now supplied with pastors. Till recently the Convention has been as fully supplied as any district in the state, but the death of Bro. Mardin. whose long service in Adams County is highly appreciated, and a few transfers leave several points temporarily without pastors.

But what the future? Have we any reason to fear a repetition of the sad experiences of the past? I think not. Things have changed greatly. Communities have become more stable and prosperous. The receding of the timber line has been an advantage to the country. In the early days men worked winters on the log drives and in the lumber camps. Now they give their whole time to their farms to their own advantage. While such places as Necedah and Pittsville suffered from the exhaustion of the timber there is already promise of a more stable, if not more prosperous future, as the farms around become settled and the agricultural interests developed. Men are learning, too, the possibilities of the soil and are farming to much better advantage. The day of deserted farms is past. The development of the potato industry has wrought great changes. Up and down the Central railroad are the great warehouses that store hundreds of thousands of bushels of that useful product. The story was told of a man near Coloma a few years ago who could not secure a purchaser for his farm at $600. Disappointed, he planted his farm with potatoes and sold the product for $1000. There is probably no place in the state where a man with moderate means can secure a home and a comfortable support easier than in the Lemonweir district. As a matter of fact the region is rapidly filling up with home makers, and our churches are to become more and more centers of large and prosperous communities. The New Lemonweir is already bezinning to outline itself. May the members of our churches in Lemonweir Convent on be like the men of whom Rev. S. A. Dwinnell spoke in his opening sermon at the organization of the Convention forty years ago the 27th of October next,"men that have understanding of the times to know what Israel ought to do." R. L. CHENEY.

           Dates to Remember. 
APRIL 21-Contest begun for Cuban Freedom. 
APRIL 28-Wisconsin Volunteers ordered to Milwaukee. 
MAY 22-Pentecost. 
MAY 30-Decoration Day. 
JUNE 12-Children's Sunday. 


            DISTRICT CONVENTIONS. 
MAY 17-18-Madison, at Fort Atkinson. 
MAY 17-18-Beloit, at Darlington. 
MAY 17-18-Superior, at West Superior. 
MAY 23-24-Milwaukee, at Union Grove. 
JUNE 7-8-Winnebago, at Dartford. 
JUNE 8-9-Lemonweir, at Pine River. 


JUNE 9-10-Welsh, at Bangor, and at Fish Creek June 11-12. JUNE 7-9-Anniversary of Congregational H. M. S., at Cleveland, Ohio.

JULY 11-16-International Sunday School Convention, London, England.




COMMENCEMENTS.




JUNE 19-22, at Beloit College. JUNE 19-22, at Ripon College.









Sunday School Department.

GEO. C. HAUN, MADISON, WIS. Correspondence and questions invited. Address editor of this department.




OUR WORkers.




Thirty-four superintendents and missionaries have been busy during the past year in widely scattered fields within the limits of our country. We have had more helpers than ever before among those of foreign birth and speaking other tongues. One among the Germans, two among the Scandinavian settlements in the older Northwest, and one among the Spanish-Mexicans in Arizona. The Congregational Home Missionary Society has united with us in the support of the first three referred to. We have united with our own Wisconsin Home Missionary Society in the support of Rev. John Willan for the past year. He has devoted most of his time to the work in the central part of the state. We want to continue this arrangement, at least for another year.




RESULTS.




It is well sometimes, besides giving the outcome of the efforts of the last year, to look back over a longer period and see what are the present apparent results of the work as a whole. The year 1883 marks the beginning of the second fifty years, and of the reorganization of the society for missionary work. We have taken the last year book (1897) and asked, What is the relation of our missionary work to the churches there enrolled? After a painstaking inquiry from our own records and those of our superintendents in the various states, we find that of the 5,546 churches on our lists at that date, 593 grew out of Sunday schools of our planting, and that between the years 1883 and 1898, 2,138 have been aided by us with grants of literature; i. e.. more than 10 per cent of the churches now in our year book have been the outgrowth of Sunday schools organized by our representatives within the last fifteen years. Nearly 39 per cent of these have been aided by us during that time.




IN WISCONSIN.




We have organized or aided in the organization of 32 new schools. We are aiding in the support of 57 other schools. 141 grants of literature have been made. Bibles are constantly being furnished to families otherwise without them. 65 schools have been visited once or oftener. 24 Sunday schools, institutes and conventions have been conducted or visited. No record is kept of the boxes and barrels of magazines, books, papers, etc., that are constantly passing through our hands. Heaven records the number of conversions in the evangelistic services.




FINANCES.




It is evident that true economy is not secured merely by not spending money, but by spending it wisely. We are clinging to our old policy of trying to keep out of debt, even though it involves serious restrictions. It is hard to say "No." It is so much easier to say "Yes," though the word is one third larger. Our total Children's Day receipts for last year were $21,100.58. We need a generous offering this year of $30,000. We shall aim to raise it. I earnestly hope and believe our Wisconsin churches and schools will stand by us in the future as in the past. Those who have been doing nothing, we trust you will aim to do something, even though it be but little. Special envelopes will be furnished free to any pastor or superintendent in sufficient numbers to supply each member of every family. Every dollar means opportunity for another scholar to be in the Sunday school for an entire year.




OPPORTUNITIES.




Our opportunities were never so favorable. Needs for Sunday School Missionary work in Wisconsin are still irresistible. The new towns, and many old ones, though the population may be small, are reached in no better way than to start the people to work and do for themselves, through the agency of the Sunday school.

A few weeks ago we established the first Sunday school ever planted at B. Here we found a young man eighteen years of age, never been to church or Sunday school before in his life.

We organized a school at K. M. Here is a father with five children, that for fifteen years has never had available church or Sunday school privileges. The children of course have never attended any christian service of any name.

A christian mother was found in her little home, far from the R. R. and for the past eight years has had no opportunity to attend any christian service, nor anyone call to speak of christian work.

At I. B. there are about 600 people, 18 saloons open day and night and all day Sunday, over 175 children at the school. Not a service of any kind. Neither could we find a professing Christian in the village. Is there any need for work in here? Think of towns like these in Wisconsin, without the gospel, while many other towns are provided with several churches.

Remember your own Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society on Children's Day, Sunday, June 12. Do the best you can to aid in evangelizing the rural districts and destitute places of our home land. Remember the words of Jesus, in His great commission, that we are to begin at Jerusalem.




Obituaries.

MISS JESSIE BOND.




Miss Jennie Bond, the eldest child of Rev. and Mrs. W. J. C. Bond, of Boscobel, died in the triumph of the christian faith at her home April 9, 1898. She was born in Hazel Green, Wisconsin, and would have completed her twentieth year the 5th of next June. Her sickness, though painful, lasted but a few days. At the age of fifteen she bore testimony to a saving faith and united with the church. Her Christian experience was clear, and nature, refinement and education aided only in mingling with grace to make her life one of singular beauty. Earnest, faithful and true in all her duties and devotions she became a model daughter and a lovable companion. To her Master and the church she consecrated all her powers and entered readily into every active service that looked toward the promotion of high ideals and real worth of character. It is true of this short life "she lived in deeds, not years, in thoughts, not breaths, in feelings, not on figures on a dial." The recollection of her blameless life will ever remain a priceless legacy to all who knew her. It was a beautiful poem the exquisite harmony of which was unique in every feature. It was a rich flower opening every day a new petal richer in color and perfume. It was an inspiring song, the strains of which linger after the voice of the singer is hushed.

Above personal charms, strength of character, nobleness of purpose and excellent attainments, the two supreme characteristics of her life were unselfishness and purity of thought. These were illustrated first, in that she alwavs preferred her sister Myrtle above herself, and second, by the testimony of her friends who regarded her as pure as a snowflake whom they did not believe even sinned in thought. Her sympathetic and responsive nature made her the center of a large circle of friends who joined with her fond parents in this sad bereavement only to voice the testimony of one. "She accomplished her mission and, having gathered the roses, was called to her reward ere she had time to find the thorns."

The funeral services were held Monday, April 11. The many friends of the family at Boscobel expressed their love for the deceased and showed how highly the pastor and family are held in their estimation by their love tributes of floral offerings and willing assistance. Every appearance of death was as far as possible removed where the Sunday school, Y. P. S. C. E., classmates, relatives and acquaintances could replace it with the emblems of life and beauty. The floral arrangement was rich in choice and design. They were the wreath, the heart, the pillow, the harp, and the gates ajar, all of roses, and hyacinth, call is, and lillies of the valley, besides clusters of easter lillies on casket and stand. The services were conducted by Sec'y Carter and Rev. T. Kent, of Mineral Point, assisted by other pastors. They spoke touchingly and worthily of the unique character departed. The impression made was that while the parents had done much to enrich that life, she had enriched their lives. Friends from various places in Wisconsin and from Illinois followed with the family the form they had so loved in life to its last resting place.

Brother and Sister Bond have the deepest sympathy of all who know them, and whose hearts have in a similar way been touched. R.




MRS. JEAN DOE Stevens.




Mrs. Jean Doe Stevens, eldest child of Rev. and Mrs. F. B. Doe, entered into rest at St. Louis, April 2, 1898. Jean Beecroft Doe was born in Lancaster, Mass., Oct. 26, 1855, came west with her parents when three years old. She received her education in the public schools of Appleton, private school in Fond du Lac, and at Ripon college, where she gave special attention to music, in which she excelled, notably vocal. Her residence the last fifteen years has been in St. Louis, where she has been actively interested in various Christian enterprises,work among the news boys, Sunday School Mission work, leading the singing in the Bethel, and W. C. T U. work. Her extraordinary voice was used in later years in singing the Gospel of her Lord and Master, and she missed no opportunity of using her influence in winning souls to Him. In her closing days of great bodily suffering she bore wonderful testimony to the sustaining power of the religion of Jesus Christ. Her parents, a sister, Mrs. Fannie Ellis, of Ashland, were with her in her last days. A funeral service was held in St. Louis, also in Ashland, where she was laid to rest in Mt. Hope Cemetery beside a loving brother who passed on five years before her. "Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord.' MRS. MARY B. Doe.




Ashland, Apr. 20, 1898.




REV. OWEN OWENS.




Rev. Owen Owens died at Rewey, Monday, Apr. 25, after an hour's sickness. Born Nov. 21, 1819 at Llangian Parish, North Wales, and began preaching in Wales, being ordained Dec. 21, 1842. Came to this country in 1865. Preached in Pittston, Penn.; Coal Valley, Ill.; Long Creek, Iowa; Pittsburg, Penn.; Red Oak, Iowa, and at Rewey, Wis., where he preached seve al years until his death. He was a man full of enthusiasm and earnestness in his preaching, which was in the Welsh tongue. He leaves a wife and five children. His funeral was attended on Thursday, Rev. Messrs. David D. Davies, of Dodgeville; John D. Davies, of Waukesha; John Williams, of Barneveld, and Idrys Jones, of Hancock, officiating. H. A. M.









North Wisconsin District Home Missionary Society.




Rev. Thomas Gordon Grassie.

Mr. Grassie died suddenly at his home in Ashland of heart failure, Thursday afternoon, April 28 immediately after dictating his regular report to the N. Y. officers of the Congregational Home Missionary Society, of which he was superintendent for the North Wisconsin district.

Mr. Grassie was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, November 29, 1831, of a rugged, longlived, brainy, Scotch-English family of six children. In 1841 the family moved to Bolton, Worcester County, Mass. Thomas fitted for college at the Bolton High School, and graduated at Amherst College in the class of 1857. He taught school at Barre, Mass., three years, and then took a theological course at Andover Seminary. For two years during the Civil war he was chaplain of the 108th regiment, N. Y. volunteers. He was acting pastor of the Congregational church in Richmond, Maine, for two years, and was then installed pastor of the church in Methuen, Mass., in 1867. From there he came to Wisconsin, and was pastor at Appleton for two years, and at Oshkosh nearly two years, at Sycamore, Ill., three years, at Keokuk, Iowa, four years. In 1883 he returned to Wisconsin, as secretary of the State Home Missionary Society. Thus his ministerial life comprised two years as army chaplain, eighteen years in the pastorate and fifteen years in the Home Missionary work.

He is survived by a widow and six children, Mrs. E. W. Stickney, Harry and George Grassie, of Milwaukee, and Mary, Stella and Bessie Grassie, of Ashland. Another daughter, Mrs. W. H. Chapple, died last winter.

Mr. Grassie was elected as the first secretary of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society when the state assumed selfsupport in 1883. He was annually reele ted to this office until 1892, serving also during six years, 1886-1892, as the National Society's superintendent for the northern two-fifths of the state, the care of which had been assumed by the national society temporarily to enable the Wisconsin society to be selfsupporting for the remainder of the state. In 1892 the northern district was entirely separated in management from the state society, and Mr. Grassie served as its superintendent till his death, during the nearly six years of its separated existence. The monthly report dictated with his last breath, the appointment made by himself to journey the length of the state for a conference with the president and secretary of the W. H. M. S., a week later than his death, concerning the future of the work which he had decided that failing health necessitated that he should resign,- all this in the midst of such heart trouble as made it impossible for him to lie down even at night, indicates his characteristically calm, cheerful, determined moving forward, in spite of every obstacle.

The writer's intimacy with this brother began with the commencement of his official life in the state,continuing for nine years as one of the cooperating pastors in his territory, and for six years as his successor in office and as his colaborer in the Home Missionary superintendency of the state, and he gratefully bears tribute that in their personal relations with perplexing problems and differences of judgment, Mr. Grassie has never failed in word of mouth or pen or in deed to extend to him kindness, sympathy and uniform helpfulness, as an elder brother or father.

To the writer, this honored colaborer was summed up in the one word, strength. Robustness of body, robustness of mind, robustness of soul, were characteristic. Mr. Grassie had ideas, he had convictions, he had expressions. and they were all and always strong. When sometimes he seemed to stride roughshod over others, it was not in unkindness or vindictiveness, but rather in unswerving devotion to lofty ideals and deep convictions as to the standards of the ministry, of the church, and of character. Nothing could daunt him, nothing could move him from these ideals. The amazement increases as one thinks of his untiring labors, of his characteristic imperturbability under opposition, misunderstanding and misrepresentation. As one recalls troublous times, in which our brother seemed to some in the wrong, and sees how the facts have vindicated his stand, he wonders that the calmness and not the flashes of indignation were the characteristic. Mr. Grassie had his faults, of course, but someone has well said his were the faults of a great man and a strong character. He was the last man who would wish eulogy, yet his heart was tender and peculiarly grateful for sympathy and appreciation. His home life was ideal, and the multitude of Mr. Grassie's friends would do all in their power in tenderest sympathy to soften the shock and relieve the ache in that home so sorely bereaved and yet having no bitterness in its sorrow.

Mr. Grassie would not spare himself. He worked himself to death, and this at the age of sixty-six, and in spite of that robust constitution and calm cheerfulness. Shirking, laziness, selfishness, were as thoroughly foreign to his nature as was true of few men, with whom the writer has been privileged to




serve.




In thinking of scripture appropriate to the case, one thinks of Elijah in his prophetic leadership and flashes of indignation




at iniquity; of Paul with his stalwart devotion to truth and the care of all the churches; of Moses and Joshua in their leadership, and he is grateful that such a one has held leadership among us, in shaping things for the kingdom of righteousness. Is not this his message of example and precept for us with its great "therefore" following its glorious truth, viz: I Cor. xv:58, "Therefore my beloved brethren be ve steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord." The funeral of the Rev. T. G. Grassie was held at the Ashland Congregational church Sabbath afternoon, in the presence of a large number of sorrowing friends. Rev. H. C. Todd, of Eagle River Secretary Carter, of Beloit; Rev. F. B. Doe and Rev. A. C. Reach, of Ashland, conducted the services, Messrs. Carter and Doe giving personal reminiscenses and testifying to the great strength of character and abundant usefulness of the deceased in his chosen work. After the services the casket was taken back to the residence, and Tuesday morning was removed to Appleton where interment took place after service at church. It was at Appleton that Mr. Grassie first had a pastoral charge after coming west, and a son who died when a baby is buried there. A large number of beautiful floral offerings adorned the coffin, tokens of loving remembrance from friends of the family. A brief supplementary service was held on May 4 at 4:30 p. m. in the Appleton church preceding the interment beside his child in a beautiful spot overlook ng the Fox river, in the Appleton cemetery Rev. Dr. John Faville and Rev. Messrs. Wm. Kilbourne and S. T. Kidder took part in the service, and old parishioners served as bearers.




From India.




BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. H. G. BISSELL.

AHNEDNAGER, March 16, 1898. It has been some months since I have sent you any message from this country, which has been having a strange history the past year or two.

Last August I had a severe attack of cholera. My sister, Dr. Julia Bissell, and one of the military surgeons despaired of my life. Our daughter Marion had been very poorly for two months and had to be sent off to try a change of climate, while I lav in bed, with my wife watching beside me. At the end of four weeks I was able to go away for a change myself, and had to stay away till the first of November.

Meantime the plague had started its work in this city, necessitating the closing of all schools, the scattering of pupils and teachers and the emptying of the city of nearly 40,000 people, till but a few hundred remained within the walls. Trade was sadly affected, and all missionary activities came to a practical standstill. The city is being washed out with bichloride of lime, and all poor dwellings are being torn down. Schools can not be reopened till June. The Christian people, comprising a community of some 600, all told, are scattered among the villages about the city, breaking up the church work here sadly.

Among the Christians there have been less than ten attacks of plague, and less than half of these were fatal-that is, in this city. The number of attacks and deaths among the heathen people has been large, comparing the size of the city. I am sending you a photograph of a row of houses which were a sort of asylum for the poorer people among the Christians. A case of plague occurred in the room marked thus, xx and this necessitated the treatment you see the houses received as a sanitary measure. [Only the plastered stone walls and partitions are left standing, of three long, shed-like structures; all vestiges of thatch or roof and everything within having been removed to ghastly rubbish heaps in front, and only the battered skeleton of these homes are "saved so as by fire."-Ed.] The poor inhabitants were taken out to the segregation camps. We are looking about for money with which to rebuild the asylum. Do you know of any spare cash available?

Under another cover you will find some papers and clippings which may be of service to you. The strict measures adopted as preventive against plague in Bombay gave rise to serious riots among the Mohammedans last week, who started the cry "Kill the whites!" A few Europeans were dragged off the street cars and killed in the streets. Several American missionaries were surrounded and even threatened, but were allowed to pass, or escaped through streets where the rioters had not come. Nearly 100 arrests were made the same day, and the riots were ended, though a strike among the shopkeepers and drivers of public conveyances inconvenienced trade and traffic. The plague measures were modified slightly and all is now quiet. The fault was with the severity of the rules regarding search parties visiting all castes and at all hours. The need of search parties is none the less.

Bombay is losing 300 a day by plague. Of our eight principal mission stations five have been visited by plague. Our appropriations for '98 are cut again over 50 per cent! We wait and work and pray.




Yours sincerely,




H. G. BISSEll.









Personal.




The sudden death, in his classroom, of Prof. Jones, of Lawrence University, is a loss deeply felt, and in which OUR CHURCH LIFE wishes to express sincere sympathy.

Evangelist J. O. Buswell has been at work in North Wisconsin.




Preliminary announcements for Monona Lake Assembly are being made, including such names as Dr. W. F. Crafts, Rev. Robt. McIntyre, D. D., Pres. E. B, Andrews, etc.




The Greek play, Oedipus Tyrannus, was rendered by the Senior class of Ripon April 22. Max Bendix was the special attraction in the closing concert of the Conservatory course.




Rev. Geo. C. Weiss, of Watertown, rejoices in the advent of a son and heir.




Rey. Jas. A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Mich., visited Beloit a week, in attendance upon the funeral of Miss Rhoda Blaisdell, his father's sister.




Rev. Allen A. Keene, formerly of Depere, accepts call to the Asbury Ave. church, Evanston, Ill.




Rev. N. T. Blakeslee started May 5 for Ohio with the body of his mother who died at Baraboo, this state.

Ministerial Movements.

Dixon, Mr. Wm. R., of Chicago Sem., accepts call to Irvington for the summer.

Doe. Rev. F. B., late Financial and Field Secretary of Ripon College, accepts call for one year to the church at West Salem, beginning May 15.

Jones, Rev. Idrys, has resigned at Hancock and Coloma.

Larsen, Rev. A., of Clintonville, (Scand.) supplies for three months at Maine and Navarino.

Nelsen, Rev. Chas. E., of Maine and Navarino, accepts call to West Green Bay where Rev. P. Petersen has closed his work.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Recognition Council.

A P. M. CHURCH RECEIVED. The Hazel Green Primitive Methodist church of over 40 members, having after long and harmonious deliberation taken the necessary steps to become a Congregational church, was recognized and received into fellowship by a Congregational council, Wednesday, April 13. Moderator, Rev. C. A. Wight. Scribe, Rev. A. Breeze.

Prayer, Rev. R. Titmarsh.

Right Hand, Setretary H. W. Carter. Addresses, Prof. George Reck, Rev. A. Breeze.

Scripture, Rev. R. C. Bennett.

This church has a neat meeting house and parsonage free from debt and retaius its former pastor, Rev. J. Challinor, who
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The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper.

CURES BY INHALATION, And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all, Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897.

"It cured me in three days of a stubbon cough. I believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS. ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheuma. tism." W. C. DANNALRO ISAAC MILLER, Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.]




[image: [blocks in formation]]


have been $115. This is more than all the previous year. But the other gifts pledged and intended are needed as soon as possible to meet pressing debts.




Mend I's mottled metal model wo.. the precious metal medal.

Mendel's little Wendell, breaking Mendel's mottled metal medal model in the middle, made a mortal muddle.

Rattled Mendel took the little Wendell by his middle, saving,

"Why must you break my mottled metal medal model?" Little Wendell trembled.

Mendel's manly Stanley mended Mendel's mottled metal medal model. Mendel's mood moreover mended.

One result of an evenings fun with the youngsters at home. J. D. M.




Royal makes the food pure,




wholesome and delicious.
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"There is no paper published in America that so nearly approaches the true journalistic idcal as The CHICAGO RECORD."From "Newspaperdom" (New York).

"I have come to the firm conclusion, after a long test and after a wide comparison with the journals of many cities and countries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes as near being the ideal daily journal as we are for some time likely to find on these morta! shores."- Prof. J. T. Hatfield in The Evanston (III.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon
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sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and. in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Opraetion and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car 
             Car Route 


Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
            pal cities in the 


West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager.
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A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG, Ripon, Wis.




Beloit 
College 


  Offers high grade Classical, 
Philosophical and Science Courses 
leading to the degrees of A. B., 
Ph. B., and B. S. 


Its work is carried on in twelve large buildings, viz: Middle College (recitation hall), Chapin Hall, North College and Stowell Cottage (dormitories), Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Memorial Hall (library), Scoville Hall (academy), Observatory, Art Hall, Gymnasium, South College (music rooms and studio).

It has a faculty of twenty-three men, many of them eminent in their departments, all aiming by instruction and intimate personal relations to aid their students in the development of high and vigorous character.

It has extensive laboratories and apparatus for the study of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Botany and Geology. Its Logan collection in Archaeology, and Fisher collection of Greek casts are unique and of great value. The library contains 20,000 volumes.

The department of Music is under the direction of Professor B. D. Allen, recently of Worcester, Mass., late of Boston University, and organist of the Worcester Festival.

The department of Physical Culture is in charge of Prof. Chas. Hollister, M. D., one of the leaders in college athletics in the east. The judicious physical training of each student is sought by a system of measurements, and exercises adapted to the needs of each. Necessary expenses are low, and a large number of the best students are supporting themselves wholly or in part.

The College classes are open to young women on equal terms with young men. 51st year opened Sept. 14, 1897. Address President Eaton or Principal Burr,




and AIME BELLS. Beloit, Wis.









VOL. IV.




THEY MAY HAVE

AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY
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The Cyclist's Necessity.




A




BOTTLE 
  OF 





POND'S PATENTS

EXTRACT

Is the REPAIR KIT for all




ACCIDENTS.




Unequaled for Quickly Healing 
Lameness and Soreness of 
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, 





Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir- 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year: four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 


MUNN & CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St Paul Ry
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Personal and General. District Messionary Dexter celebrated with his family his fifteenth wedding anniversary, May 16. The congratulations and best wishes of their wide circle of friends go with them in rich measure. The family are at present on the homestead farm near Shiocton.

District Missionary Cheney is at his work again, after a few weeks of serious sickness which brought him to the verge of breaking down. All rejoice in the hope that he may be spared for many more years of his exceptional usefulness. He will tak a well earned period of necessary rest,and travel this summer. Our missionaries have been cautioned to take more rests in spite of the increasing demands of their work.

Miss Philena McKeen, for 33 years the able principal of Abbott Academy, Andover, Mass., died May 14, aged 76.

Rev. Chas. E. Nelson, former pastor at Maine and Navarino lately visited, under




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of leave of absence, the destitute outlying thoroughly equipped road.




FIRST-CLASS




IN




 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




regions and preached. The work was abundantly blessed.

Pres. and Mrs. E. D. Eaton landed at San Francisco May 27, from the Pacific Mail Steamer China, after a most interesting experience in visiting our missions in China, and hoped to reach Beloit June 3, in time to share the flying closing weeks of the college year.
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North akota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers
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Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers, 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 
                              REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 3) Sts., Loisilla Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., II. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                              One fee registers in both offices 
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Wisconsin and the World Kingdom.

The North Wisconsin H. M. Superintendency.

The sudden death of Superintendent Grassie has brought the problem of the Home Missionary interests of our entire state before us in an unexpected way. The following action was taken May 18, by the North Wisconsin Home Missionary Society in a special meeting at Ashland. "Moved that it be the sense of this Society that Secretary H. W. Carter, of the southern part of the state, be the superintendent of the northern part of the state; that the financial aid remain the same as now; that a missionary be appointed for this part of the state." Carried.

This would be to return to the plan followed under Mr. Grassie for some years.

The action of the National Society concerning the North Wisconsin Superintendency, with that of others concerned, can most likely be reported in the next issue.

While all are agreed that the State Society is not yet in condition to relieve the National Society of its financial care of North Wisconsin-and by its constitution, the C. H. M. S. must administer whatever it grants-still all are agreed that Wisconsin ought to care for its entire Home Missionary interests as soon as possible and that any step is wise which hastens on entire state unification without sacrificing the interests of the newer north or overburdening the older south.

The new outlook ought to give a fresh impetus to the home missionary streams. Please examine the monthly financial statements, the record for the year of your own church, Sunday-school, Y. P. S. C. E., Woman's Society, as well as your individual account, then with a new impulse from on high, act promptly and generously.

Note that our year closes at Sparta in September, that while the cry of distress has not been rung there is urgent need of greatly increased receipts. Our average the year through should be over $1000 per month, to make ends meet upon a wisely economical basis, and for a conservatively aggressive advance movement. Last year the receipts from ordinary sources were the smallest for years, as was generally the case with missionary societies, the gain hoped for from brighter financial skies has not yet appeared.

The summer months are upon us. Do not let war, vacation or inertia thwart our needed advance movement.




Wisconsin is avowedly in a campaign of conquest. The whole of Wisconsin for the sake of the larger whole for Christ is our goal. Forward is our motto.




NO. 8.




issue, and have you read it right end first and not

as one brother, who, with a hasty glance,concluded sionary policy which it was written to commend that it was an attack upon the very district. misas an essential development in our providential leadings?




Note these points.




Our District Missionaries are "District" as distinguished from "General" Missionaries. They are Missionaries, not assistant superintendents. They are so constantly in the field, under the special strain of perplexing problems with meetings through the week as well as upon the Sabbath, that the executive committee recently passed a rule that for the sake of the work ahead, as well as for the sake of themselves and their families, they should plan for regular rests once a month so far as practicable. They are essential to the advance movement, as distinguished from holding the fort.

Their mission concerns both old and new fields, seeking to develop the old to greater strength and service both financially and spiritually; seeking to discriminate wisely among the varied calls for new work, establishing and nursing new enterprises in a way to further the Kingdom at home and abroad.




One Summer Eve.

The rain came down in showers; 
 The thirsty earth drank deep; 


The sunlight laughed, and laughed the flowers 'Ere they had ceased to weep.

And twice ten thousand crystal gems 
The grasses wore as diadems. 
The rainbow bars at eve, 


  God's melody of light, 
His benediction seemed to leave 
   'Ere fell the silent night; 


An 1, answering, from the depths afar, 
Came sweetly forth the twilight star. 


So beautiful the whole

In earth and air and sky

Art thou not happy, O my soul! 
 With these, and God so nigh? 
And what is worth the search to thee 
But love and immortality. 


Love that ennobles life

All selfish joys above,

Strong for the burden or the strife,

And gentle as the dove,

For love and life are pledges given 
Which measure e'en the joys of heaven. 


A little while to wait,

To labor, or to rest,

Why should we be disconsolate,

Or weep, or feel unblest?

Our sundered lives God's loving hand 
Will gather for the Father-land. 





Retreat, Wis.




The word "temperance" is the Pharisee of the grammar, the hypocrite of this reform, the blood-guiltiest word in the dictionary.




God, like his own lightning, responds to facilities, comes the




Have you read Dr. Collie's article in the April shortest way.









Editorial.




The present is a time of great financial embarrassment in our churches. Many are, with difficulty, meeting their home expenses, and nearly all are reducing the amounts given for the benevolences of the church. Especially disastrous is the curtailment of the resources of our missionary agencies. Every earnest Christian carries a burdened heart because of this condition of things.

The chief responsibility for the income of our benevolent societies rests upon pastors, and many of them are appreciative of this and are earnestly endeavoring to meet it. One fact, not a new one, but one often forgotten, deserves emphasis in this connection. The natural tendency, at such times as these, is to resort to machinery as a means for securing larger offerings. We try thus to get a pull on the money of our fellows. This method promises most speedy results and it is very gratifying to be able to see the connection between our skillful manipulation and the increased stream of offerings. However, is not the true order, not to get a pull upon monies, but to create a push behind it, a push on the part of the persons possessing them?

Dr. Cobb, in the Church Building Quarterly for April, says: "Many of our people seem tired of being pressed. It is easy to explain the fatigue. The pressure has been from without. Let it now come from within." Machinery is good and in many cases more of it would be very useful. But the great need of today is not for machinery, but for impulse in our hearts. We need a fuller, stronger spiritual life behind our giving. A seutence from Prof. Phelps deserves a constant emphasis: "Activity can never sustain itself. Withdraw the vital force which animates and propels it, and it falls like a dead arm. We can not, then, too keenly feel, each one for himself, that a still and secret life with God must energize all holy duty, as vigor in every fibre of the body must come from the strong, calm, faithful beat of the heart." We ought, today, to be working for deeper spiritual life in our own hearts as givers. The prime matter of importance is not the securing of the largest sum possible for the benevolent work which stands next on our list, but rather the creation of such a spirit of devotion to God and our Savior as will result in the largest possible constant stream of offerings for the service of the kingdom. It is to be remembered also that our benevolences are not alone for the recipients. They are quite as much for the givers. If they are engaged in with true and worthy impulse they leave behind as large a blessing as they carry to others.

We are hoping for improved financial conditions as a relief from the embarrassment of our work. This, however, is not what we really need and it would not bring any great blessing to us. It would be only a material deliverance from our difficulties. What we need and what will deeply bless us is a spiritual deliverance. God could provide the former without our cooperation but what




will really bless us can be only a spiritual cooperation with him. What is said here is not in depreciation of our present spiritual life. This may have been adequate to the discharge of our benevolent obligations under past conditions. But now a larger work is demanded or an equal work from smaller resources, and to meet the present demand we need a deeper, fuller life, a stronger spiritual impulse. We must not discard machinery or be satisfied with anything poorer than the best. We shall need to employ the wisest means for the dissemination of knowledge concerning our work in all its branches and to so arrange our plans for gathering gifts as to secure as nearly as possible an offering from every member in our churches for each of our societies. But more fundamental than machinery is life. spiritual impulse, the devotion of self and so, of all which self possesses to the work of the kingdom.

We do, indeed, very soon weary of pressure from without. This is natural. Man ought to weary of such pressure. He was not made for it. Our work would be a hopeless one if we were only open to this. But man never wearies of pressure from within. This is life and life is always spontaneous and free. Man was made to give. When he becomes alive as he does in Christ he at once becomes a giver. The more intense and true his life the more free and full will be his giving. A pump is good and serves a useful purpose in its place. But a living spring whose head is high up among the hills is better, far better. It spontaneously produces a living stream of water, which is wholly independent of local conditions. It flows during the dry seasons, when most needed, as freely as at other times and there finds its fullest joy and its largest satisfaction. We have depended on pumps too much, have invented and polished and worked them. No other age of the church has been so successful with them. We shall have to continue their use doubtless. But as we can, let us carry the connections of life up into the hills of the divine life so that our benevolences may be as streams of a strong and steady flow, relatively most full and refreshing when the earthly conditions are most straightened and when, therefore, the need is greatest.

We need more force behind our benevolences. Then let us, to use another figure, build our dams a little higher and so accumulate larger resources of life. Then when we turn on the streams from these full reservoirs of personal life we shall find that the increased head will cause the wheels of our activity to go merrily round and there will be a sound of conquest and of victory in their whir. A push behind the monies of the church in the hearts of those who possess them is what is needed today, not a pull by some wearied pastor or by some society representative.




A. D. ADAMS.




I'll show myself a Christian voter, fit to represent at the polls an unenfranchised womanhood.












A Breath From the Occident.




BY REV. C. W. CAMP.




The annual meeting of Los Angeles Congregational Association was held May 10-12 at the unique village of Avalon, on Catalina Island, twenty miles out at sea, one of the well known "resorts" of California.

The island is a jagged and arid mountain 25 miles long, rising right out of the ocean, the highest peak 3000 feet above the tide. The island, the steamboat and the wharf are owned by the Banning Brothers, by whose invitation and courtesy the pastors and delegates-150 or more-enjoyed this excursion, in connection with their annual gathering.

Avalon, the only settlement on the island, is a village of perhaps 1000 residents, a curious cluster of hotels, boarding houses, canvass dwellings and camping accomodations, in a little nook that opens on a pretty bay on the northern shore. Our little church is the only one, though other religious services are often held during the season. There was a good representation of the churches, and it did not at all seem as if the delegates had come on an excursion. The meetings were warm, earnest, devotional. Reports from nearly all the churches spoke of success in the year past and of hope for the year to come, notwithstanding the disturbance of the war and the discouragement of most unusual drought. I think there has been a good deal of evangelistic work during the year with marked success. One church reported accessions at every communion. From another came tidings of men rescued from intemperance and from hard unbelieving lives, and now zealous in efforts to rescue others. Los Angeles has an institutional church, with three paid laborers, in a part of the city chiefly occupied by laboring men, and surrounded by a multitude of saloons. Pasadena First has the efficient help of a 'men's club' in its evening meetings, and so on.

The older pastors and church members in Wisconsin may remember Rev. Sherlock Bristol of Winnebago distirct, now 84 years old. He was the patriarch of this meeting, and seems to be in very good health and fervent faith and hope. Rev. Allen Hastings, once Bro. Titsworth's assistant, is slowly recovering from a season of illness, and hopes soon to resume his work as pastor of Lake Avenue church, Pasadena. In this vicinity, too,though they were not at this meeting-are Rev. A. E. Tracy, once pastor at Oconomowoc, now at Ontario, and Rev. Franklin F. Pearse, once at Rio and Wyocena, now pastor at Nordhoff.

I have met in this vicinity Rev. F. J. Culver, who was reared in Sheboygan County, and is active in caring for feeble churches, and Mr. T. D. Kanouse, working here for the overthrow of the liquor business as he did years ago in Wisconsin. Pastors and church members who leave Wisconsin and may be missed there, are not lost to the cause. And we may see, by and by, that those who have wholly passed from the earth and of whom we hear no more, though here "they rest from their




labors," are yet more efficient, serving "day and night in the temple" above.




Resolutions.




Resolutions adopted by North Eastern District Convention, Fifield, May 10, '98.

WHEREAS, it has pleased the all wise Father to remove from this life our beloved brother,




Rev. Thos. G. Grassie,

bome Missionary Superintendent for Hortb Wisconsin, A graduate of Amberst College




and




Andover Tbeological Seminary




and a




Member of the North Eastern District Convention. Therefore, be it resolved, that in his death we have lost a faithful worker in the cause of Christ, a man of noble purpose and honest heart, a lover of the Congregational church and an earnest advocate for the "Faith once delivered to the Saints." Therefore be it

Resolved, That we treasure the memory of his noble life, his wise counsels, and his zeal for the cause of Christ. That we tender to his widow and family our sincere sympathy and Christian consolation.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be tendered to the bereaved family and that they be recorded with the minutes of this convention. ALEX. CHAMBERS,




H. C. TODD, 
MRS. PHRONA HOUSTON. 





Com.




Adopted at Pilgrim church, Milwaukee, Wis., May 4, '98:

WHEREAS, in the death of the Rev. Thos. Grassie Pilgrim church shares in the sorrow and loss so keenly felt by all the Wisconsin churches of our order, and by the church universal, and

WHEREAS, Pilgrim church mourns in his death one of her ablest founders, most zealous promoters, and staunchest friends. Therefore be it

Resolved, That we, the members of this church, hereby extend to the bereaved family our warm love and Christian sympathy, and hereby express our sense of the deep loss which we as a church, with the churches of the state sustain.

Resolved, Further, that a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the records of the church.




The Root of all Sin.




The sin which is going to condemn the world is the root of all sin; it is the willful refusal of God's priceless gift. A life of outward sin is the result of an impenitent soul. The disease of sin has laid fast hold of mankind, and while man is not blamable for the disease being in his heart God accounts it the sin of sins if he refuses the sole remedy for his recovery. "Mr. Moody's Bible Class" in the Ladies' Home Journal.
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"Move to the fore!




God himself waits and must wait till thou come. Men are God's prophets, though ages lie dumb. Halts the Christ-Kingdom, with conquest so near? Thou art the cause, then, thou man at the rear. Move to the fore!"




-Cut Gems.




Wisconsin is fifty years old as a state.




"Hitherto hath the Lord helped us."

The next fifty years will see prodigious changes in our character and progress. Shall they be victorious in lines of temperance, purity, good government, righteous citizenship, and society of the Christly type?




It is for us and our children to say.




It was among the decrees of God and the fates of history that not the lillies of France nor the banner of St. George, but the stars and stripes should float above the steeples and school houses of Wisconsin.




In the North Central section of twelve neighboring states and our own, we have probably a larger parochial school patronage than any other. In 1890 our illiteracy was greater than any other of the twelve except Missouri, and was increasing. We paid the lowest per capita school tax of the group.




Since 1890 we have been rising. We have no illiteracy figures, but in '96 we paid the per capita school tax of $3.25. Only three states of the Only three states of the group were ahead of us, and our gain in six years




was most rapid of all. We pay less per tax payer than any of the group but two, but more per pupil ($24.64) for public school instruction than any of the group but two. In proportion of enrollment to school population all but two are ahead of us.




Ashland Academy deserves success in its heroic struggle. Before this reaches our readers we trust that Secretary Clifton's earnest quest may be successful and the onslaught upon its hampering debt may have been victorious. A recent visit to this Northland Christian institution impressed the writer afresh with the importance of this Academy with its fine building, its extensive, needy and hopeful field, its substantial class of pupils, and its exceptionally able and selfsacrificingly earnest faculty. H. W. C.




Pres. Eaton and wife were expected home from the mission to China June 4. OUR CHURCH LIFE hopes to hear from Pres. Eaton in the near future, concerning his important tour.




Prof. Joseph Emerson was honored fittingly in special services at the College Chapel May 24, on the arrival of the 50th anniversary of his advent to Beloit. He is one of the few College veterans that abide, to lend still their rich benediction to the coming as well as to the passing generation.




The excellent picture of Superintendent Grassie, as our frontispiece, by our Boardman Engraving company of Milwaukee, was not received in time to accompany the obituary in our last issue. His friends far and wide will value this likeness of one who has done so much to advance the Kingdom through our State Home Missionary enterprises. An appreciative note by his Seminary mate Dr. Crawford, we are glad to publish also in this issue.




Subscriptions for OUR CHURCH LIEE may begin with any issue. Now is an opportune time to add to your payments and to your list. Blanks and specimens on application at the Beloit office. At present the largest clubs are as follows: Beloit 1st 75, Janesville 59, Platteville 55, Ripon 45, Sparta 40, Watertown 30, Union Grove 38, Eau Claire 1st 37, Whitewater 34, Dodgeville Plymouth 32, Elroy 32, Brandon 31, Fond du Lac 31.




An International Temperance Congress is called at Prohibition Park, Staten Island, N. Y., July 1-6, its object being to secure exchange of views, so that the different classes of temperance workers may become better acquainted with the work and purpose of each other, and to discuss plans for united effort along all temperance and reformatory lines. Every national, general and local organization is invited to be represented. Special railway rates and hotel accomodations are anticipated. Address Isaac K. Finck, Temporary Secretary, 195 Washington Park, Brooklyn. The call is signed by a host of the most celebrated temperance workers, of every type.









Acrostic, In Memoriam.

"And their works do follow them."




Thy name, dear brother, was to me so dear, 
How dear, was never told thee while still near. 
O, I do mourn that we shall see no more 
My friend, so true, so faithful! Flowing o'er 
Are tears, that such as thou must break the bond, 
Selected thus to represent beyond, 


God's people thou dids't love and serve so well. 
Good Bye, if it must be. Yet, let no knell 
Resound, too sad, our loss, thy heavenly gain. 
Among those gone before, thou dost attain 
Some place, some service, better far than here, 
Some crown, yes golden, thou today dost wear. 
In God's own chariot thou wast taken hence, 
E'en there to do what thou dids't here commence. 
                              [EDWIN NORTON ANDREWS.] 


Rev. Thomas Gordon Grassie.

BY REV. WILLIAM CRAWFORD.

When several years ago Mr. Grassie expressed to me his wish to become Secretary of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society, he said that he felt "a strong appetency" for that kind of work. The phrase occurred in a letter, but any one who knew him could hear how the word "appetency" would sound with his deliberate and intense emphasis. He did not covet home missionary labor because it would bring him salary, position, or comfort, but because he had an inward appetency for it.

It has been my privilege to know Mr. Grassie intimately for many years. He was my classmate at Amherst; he taught the high school for three years in my native town of Barre, Mass.; I have visited him at his early home in Bolton, Mass.; in his early pastorate at Methuen, Mass., and in several of his later homes. I had something to do in introducing him to Wisconsin, and was his ministeral neighbor at Green Bay while he was pastor at Appleton and Oshkosh, and we have been much together not only in each other's homes but at ecclesiastical gatherings of all sorts. I have known him in his adversities and in his joys and triumphs. And I can give testimony that his integrity and goodness were continuous and unbroken from his earliest to his latest years. He came of good stock, and was happy in springing from God-fearing parents, and growing up in an affectionate and religious home. In college his studies were somewhat desultory, but he was a man of seriousness and weight. As he advanced in years he became more methodical in his habits, and as Secretary he surprised his early friends by the systematic severity of his plans and the accuracy of his accounts. He kept his work well in hand, and nothing was lost through any negligence or carelessness.

Mr. Grassie had positive convictions, aud knew how to express them with vigor. In an unusual degree he possessed the faculty of thinking upon his feet. When he appeared before an audience to present his cause he made himself felt. He was gifted in coining happy phrases such as "The cumulative power of a continuous ministry." His annual reports were comprehensive, elaborate and able documents, and they sometimes seemed to move with the glow and rhythm of poetry. He had great momentum, but that was not all; he had humor, and fancy, and ideality as well. He




was a man of prayer, of ideas, of power. He was by no means perfect, but his faults as well as his excellencies were those of a man of strength. In the future of Wisconsin he will be one of the historic figures; and as having done much to mold the beginnings in the newer settlements he will stand with Peet and Clary and others still living among those whom Lord Bacon calls the greatest of all, "the founders of states and commonwealths."

Brother Davison at Alma.

I visited Alma, the county seat of Buffalo county. There are fifteen hundred people mostly Germans. A Catholic church with service once a month. Three Protestant German churches, each have service about once a fortnight. Each average a congregation of 20 to 35. At least 1100 never attend church. I hired a hall and had a fair attendance at a union meeting. The pastors and some members agreed to distribute four German Sabbath leaflets in every home, and paid for enough to do it.

I found men painting and calsomining the inside of the Catholic church, and wrote to the Bishop about it and received the following reply:

Rev. Dear Sir:-I am very thankful to you for having called my attention to the desecration of the Lord's Day in this diocese. The pastor, who resides at Fountain City and visits Alma only once a month, knew nothing of the profanation until his next visit; and he immediately censured the parties publicly and severely for the wrong they had done. One of them was a Catholic and excused himself saying he thought it was not wrong as they asked no pay for the work. They know better now. Sincerely yours
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It has been well said of the National Council, "The National Council, made up in every case of messengers sent by the churches, has, by its enrollment of brethren in unity, given courage to many an obscure toiler in the hard places of Christian work, who has felt that he was not overlooked by the great brotherhood, and courage to many a hidden church, which finds itself recognized as the peer of the strongest in worldly position or influence or wealth.-Dr. T. F. Dudley."

Kneeling at the Threshold of the Year.

In simple trust dear Father 'mid the changing scenes of time, 
  Which make life's journey joyous, bright or drear. 
For Thy loving care and leading, through the days that are to 





come




  I am kneeling at the threshold of the year. 
What the future hath in keeping, of sorrow or of joy, 
 To mortal vision now may not appear; 
But with spirit calm, submissive unto Thy will divine, 
  I am kneeling at the threshold of the year. 
Shall my silent mound be fashioned, or shall I live to aid 
 My fellow men, I've learned to love-so dear? 


O my heart for them is pleading! and my spirit yearns to bless- 
  While kneeling at the threshold of the year. 


Only to live for others, in this world of pain and grief, 
 To bear their load-to dry the mourner's tear; 
To impart the balm of healing, from the source of sweet relief- 
  I am kneeling at the threshold of the year. 





JAMES H. MCLAREN,




Pastor First Congregational Church, Racine, Wis.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





District Missionaries:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London. 
          Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., Rev. J. COLLIE, D. D.,. F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                          J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, Rev. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. Myers, Rev. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
      REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, *REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV. A .L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, Rev. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





*Deceased.




Financial Statement-May 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Brillion, $3.25; Elroy, $12.; Hartland, $10.50; Lake Mills, $1.50; Milwaukee, North Side, $14.50; Necedah, $12.50; Platteville, $44.26; Sterling, $1.85; Shopiere, $7.65; Stoughton, $17......

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




M. T. Dill, Prescott.......




CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.




Baraboo, $10.; Milwaukee, North Side, $7.; Stoughton, $2.10.....




$ 125.01
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100.00
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In Scandinavian Wisconsin.

We often sing the words, "There are angels hov'ring round," and I think I was in a place last week where this sweet thought of the poet was a verity, a blessed reality. In a little village, a lumber plant in northern Wisconsin, where I go fortnightly to hold, in a school house, the only gospel services they have, I am hospitably entertained in the home of a Danish couple; he a man perhaps of sixty five, and she of seventy. A very humble home it is, the little cot where this aged couple live. No carpet on the floors; no statuary; no pictures on the walls save the likenesses of the occupants. Poor they are in worldly goods; their living earned by hard work, he carrying the mail on foot to a logging camp some miles distant, and both cultivating the garden from which their living is largely to come. If I have ever met persons who answer the description of the Apostle James "the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom," these are of that number. They are members of the Norwegian Congregational church in Merrill, their former home. On my first meeting with them that dear man sought me out at the depot, having learned that I was coming, and invited me to their home, which has ever since been my stop289.67 ping place when there. One of the most prominent objects which meets the eye on entering that lovely abode is the great Danish bible lying on the stand.
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A VETERAN RETIRES. BY DISTRICT MISSIONARY DEXTER. After a ministry of ten years in Plymouth, and at the close of over fifty years of ministerial work, Rev. Geo. B. Hubbard retires from the active pastorate.

I am certain that Brother Hubbard would prefer that his work should close with as little publicity as it has been done, unless some genuine benefit should result to the Lord's cause by referring to his work.

But in these days of ministerial changes and "The Dead Lines" at fifty it is a pleasure and duty as well, to call attention to a pastorate of ten very fruitful years, begun when the pastor was in his sixty-sixth year, and continuing with growing spiritual power unto its close. It is all the more remarkable when we consider that during much of this time Mr. Hubbard has been acutely suffering from a distressing chronic physical infirmity, and the growth of the weariness of the years. The church has grown from a resident membership of less than fifty, to nearly a hundred, and the church edifice much improved and enlarged.

The secret of "bearing fruit in old age" will not be learned by hearing him, who so rarely speaks of himself or of his work, tell of it. It must be learned by observation. It is the open

secret of every successful pastorate. Mr. Hubbard is a live man. He keeps himself posted on current movements in history and Theology. He is a careful reader of newspapers and periodicals. He is a studious man, no stranger to his study. His sermons are always fresh, and he makes little use of "dried tongue," as the contents of the minister's barrel of old sermons is sometimes called, but has been constantly growing. This explains the hold he has kept upon the young people of his congregation.

He is a sympathetic pastor. Not simply an official, doing the dull routine of his daily duty, but one who by experience in life's sorrows, pains and joys comes to his people as a friend and helper. As one parishioner told me, his presence in the home was a benediction.

He is above all a spiritually minded man. He might have said to his people with Paul: "Be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ." Never a hireling shepherd, but holding a commission from the Great Shepherd, it has been his delight to feed the lambs and the sheep.

As helps in his work, in addition to God's rich grace and his personal qualities, he has had the great advantages of thorough Collegiate and Seminary training, a people, upon the whole unusually appreciative and responsive, above all a most worthy and helpful friend, counselor and coadjutor, in her, who for forty-nine years has been a helpmeet true, his wife-Mrs. Jane Beardsley Hubbard.

For the last eight years the G. A R. have chosen him to be their Memorial Day speaker. The greater part of his ministry of fifty years has been spent in Home Missionary fields.




The occasion of which I have spoken as one on which angels were hovering round, was when, on the morning of my leaving them last, we gathered around the family altar. One of their country-women from Merrill was visiting them so making a company of four. At my request the man, standing up, read from the Danish bible, choosing the eleventh of Hebrews. Then we all knelt, and all prayed, they in Danish, I in English, and under the inspiration of that scene it was easy to feel that angels were witnesses. That humble dwelling may never know the presence of the rich, the cultivated, the great ones of earth, but I am sure the King of Kings is often there, and in the day when Jesus makes up his jewels that couple will "shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father."

It may interest some who know of my work on the Indian reservation, that at Lac du Flambeau Mills, my headquarters, a little church is being built, which we hope soon to dedicate with rejoicing. We have not asked aid from any society, the few Christians here being of different denominations, so making it necessary that the church building be a union effort. The population is more or less a transient or changeable one, being laborers or employes of the lumber company, or attaches of the government Indian school which is located here. The dusky faces of these children of the forest, boys and girls from the school, are an interesting feature of our Sabbath evening services. S. N. MILLARD.




A Suggestion.




Through the last National Council our churches made a proposal for Christian and church union. There has been response. Some churches have, on the proposed basis, given fellowship and received it. Others will do likewise. Now let the next Council propose for us all a new and inclusive name. Such a name should accord with the idea of union, and be so Christianly significant as to be useful and suggestive when literally translated into other languages than English. So let us be known hereafter as "The United Churches of America,"—a fine counterpart to the name that is now in every patriot's prayer. Individual churches could keep historic names, and those that choose to be governed by a session or a consistory would not be repelled by a name that seems to say of them, should they be found in our fellowship, what is not strictly true.

Among church members in such a fraternity there would be Methodists, Lutherans, Presbyterians and others, as well as Congregationalists. The latter is a cumbersome, unmusical name that does not put its emphasis upon what needs, in these days, to be emphasized. But whether or not, as church members, we keep former names, or gradually adopt that by which our brethren across the sea are coming to be known,-"Free Churchmen,"-let our churches themselves, in widening fellowship, whatever their local or former names, be called collectively "The United Churches of America."




A little boy, while playing, fell down the steps and bruised himself severely. His mother scolded him for his carelessness, and he sobbed out: "Mamma, please don't scold me till I get done hurting.
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The war in which we are now engaged with Spain affords the best opportunity I have ever seen for presenting the gospel to the young men of our nation. According to the secular press there are between eighty and a hundred thousand young men now assembled in camps. Many of these soldiers are men who never could be reached by their ministers or whose home surroundings were not Christian. Now in camp life, beset by strong temptations and made thoughtful by the seriousness of their surroundings, they may be reached as never before.

Already the Christian workers who have gone to the front report a hearty welcome from officers and soldiers alike, and there is every indication of a wide-spread work for God among the soldiers during the coming months. Writing from Tampa, Fla., Rev. A. C. Dixon reports a grand opening in the camp at the place, and says of the first meeting: "A large number remained to talk with us. I am certain that many men were won to Christ at our first service." Similar reports are received from Gen. O. O. Howard and Major Whittle, and everywhere the most hearty welcome and support is accorded them by offcers and men.

From every quarter I am receiving letters from efficient Christian workers offering their services, and there is an opening for many more. But before sending more workers to the front it is necessary to have funds to meet the necessary expenses incurred. May we not count on the Christian church to seize the opportunity, and thwart the evil influences which even in this righteous cause are becoming apparent? Any contribution to this work addressed to me at East Northfield, Mass., will be devoted to carrying the gospel to the young men in our army and navy.
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Monday, June 20. 2:00 p. m. Anniversary of the Ecolian Society. 8:00 p. m. Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Athenian Society.

Tuesday, June 21. 2:30 p. m. Junior Prize Declamation Contest. 4:30 to 5:30 p. m. Exhibition of the Art Department. 8:00 p. m. Address before the Society of Alumni, Mrs. Addie Sargent Gibbs, Class of '75, Traverse City, Michigan. 9:30 p.m. Athenian Banquet.

Wednesday, June 22. 10:00 a. m. Commencement Exercises. 1:00 p.m. Collation. 8:00 p. m. Commencement Concert. 9:30 p, m. President's Reception.
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And one who talked with the Unseen was there, 
Like Daniel in his vigil knelt in prayer, 
And trusting to the Father's care, 


He went in peace to sleep.

Yet on and on his prayerful spirit sped

To worlds from whence the founts of life are fed, As by an Angel gently led,

Sees dangers in the deep.

Now morning dawns o'er Cuba's golden hue; 
He calls his comrades in their jackets blue; 
His noble spirit prompts the action true. 
     They kneel in prayer. 


O Comrades! Carlton plead and wept aloud, 
We near an awful doom, by sea or cloud, 
Perchance it be by battle proud, 





In conflict dire.
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Two old ladies were talking about the churches. One said: "What is the difference between all these denominations, anyway?" "Why," replied the other, "the Methodists, they go down in the gutter and pulls them up; the Baptists, they washes them, and the Congregationalists, they starches them." -Portland Express.









Life In Our Churches.




Berlin-Rev. C. A. Payne, pastor, is in the midst of an effort to secure a much needed church building, with hopeful outlook for success. It is reported that Mr. Payne contemplates a tour abroad this summer.

Clintonville-Pastor Wm. A. Gerrie is elected delegate to the National Council. The Clintonville work is thriving in every department. On Memorial Sunday Pastor Gerrie preached the sermon, and addressed a dense throng in the opera house on Decoration Day.

Cumberland-Rey. W. T. Ream, pastor. Many non-church goers have been won to attendance by the Men's Sunday Evening Club, till the chapel is straitened for room. Mr. Grassie, who was much interested in this church, is sorely missed. He was to have visited this field the Sunday after his death.

Delavan-Rev. Sedgwick P. Wilder was installed at Delavan, May 31. Rev. Dr. Titsworth, of Plymouth, Milwankee, preached the sermon; Rev. Joseph Collie, D. D., gave the charge to his successor; Rev. R. C. Denison, of Janesville, (Mr. Wilder's former charge) gave the right hand. Other parts by Rev. Messrs. Geo. C. Locheridge, C. A. Hobbs, D. D., and E. P. Salmon. May this pastorate be as long and fruitful as that which preceded it.

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. A patriotic service was held Sunday evening, May 15, with the theme "America's Glory." Pastor Ellis preached at the union service on Memor ial Sunday. The Provoker makes a fine plea in behalf of the debt raising scheme for Ashland Academy.

Evansville-Rev. Wallace M. Short, pastor. The pastor has led in a successful attack on the debt of $900. With $100 from the concert given by the Junior Endeavorers, the general response to the $5 shares offered by the use of the blackboard, and the additional offerings, the joyful result sought was speedily attained.

Green Bay-Pastor J. L. Hewitt, D. D., (resigned.) A fire recently destroyed the fine pipe organ and greatly damaged the carpet and building. Happily the loss is considerably covered by insurance.

Irvington, Dunn County, Mr. Will R. Dixon, summer supply-dedicated its new edifice (after the model of the Token chapel, see state minutes) Sabbath, May 22, ecretary Carter preaching the sermon, and Rev. J. W. White and District Missionary Cheney assisting. About 30 representatives from Menomonie, including Deacon Ieselink, the father of the Sabbath school, drove down for the service. The building, costing less than $1000, was paid for in three nearly equal amounts by the Menomonie friends, the C. C. B. S., and the people on the ground. Mr. Dixon in his first week had succeeded in completing arrangements for the dedication, organizing a junior and senior choir which furnished music for the occasion. He had also set up his bachelor quarters in the prayer room of the church, taking his meals at a neighboring boarding house, as the most feasible plan for a summer in this new and picturesque little manufacturing village on the Red Cedar river and the C. M. and St. P. Ry.

Kewaunee-Rev. W. E. Rigby, pastor. A serious loss to the town and the better element supporting our church work occurred the night of May 27, in an ex'ensive fire, in connection with a dance and drunkenness on the part of many who might otherwise have been more effective in staying the ravages of the fire. District Missionary Dexter at once went to the field to aid and encourage. Pastor Rigby is chaplain of a military company he has drilled himself.

Lone Rock-Rev. Harriet E. Williams, pastor. A recent convert, a young married woman of nineteen, who was married at the age of fifteen, was so zealous to serve that although she had had little experience in sewing in her past roving life, with the pastor's instruction she made a quilt and donated it for "some missionary's home." Mrs. Williams with the pathetic story so touched the women at their missionary meeting at Fort Atkinson in connection with Madison convention, that they made an offering of $3 08 to the missionary treasury and started the quilt on its mission. It is already giving comfort and joy as desired.

Maine. The church here is without a pastor although one is very much needed. A call was extended to Rev. A. Larson, of Clintonville, but not accepted by him on account of his inability to speak the English language. The weekly prayer meeting and Sunday-school are still kept up in English. Where is our District Missionary? We are very much in need of one of his reviving and encouraging sermons. A parsonage is greatly desired.

Maple Ridge, Crawford County,-Mr. A. W. Cook, pastor -dedicated its building modeled after Token chapel, Thursday, May 12. All day services were held with sermons by Revs. T. J. Brown, F. W. Schoenfeld and Carter, preceded the evening before by a sermon from Brother Schoenfeld, and followed the next evening by a sermon from Bro. John Willan, who was visiting his former Kickapoo Valley churches on a vacation trip across the country from his Clark County work. This new church, with its energetic and tactful leader, has exhibited commendable pride in raising the needful $1000 and slightly more, at home and without any appeal to the Congregational Building Society. To the amazement and joy of all, in view of the generous giving that had preceded, on the day of dedication under the genial leadership of Bro. Schoenfeld, $300 were




pledged to pay last bills, including seats, organ, and painting the building.

Necedah. Mr. C. A. Boughton was ordained to the gospel ministry at Necedah on the 13th of May. The council was or ganized by the choice of Rev. Willian Crawford as moderator and Rev. A. L. McClelland as scribe. The examination of the candidate lasted for more than three hours, and was thorough, varied and satisfactory. At the ordaining services in the evening the reading of the scriptures and prayer were by Rev. J. A. Thomas, of Friendship; sermon by Rev. Henry Faville, of La Crosse; ordaining prayer by Rev. A. J. Arn, of New Lisbon; right hand of fellowship by Rev. W. M. Ellis, of Elroy; charge to the pastor by Rev. William Crawford, of Sparta, and the charge to the people by Rev. Wheeler, of Grand Rapids. The church at Necedah has been already much increased under the ministry of Mr. Boughton, and a continuing fruitfulness is expected by all.

New London-Rev. W. B. Millard, pastor. Between trains Secretary Carter recently caught sight of the new daughter (worth seeing), and of the attractive and commodious new house of worship, the dedication of which occurred June 9 and will be fully reported. The following Sabbath Secretary Taintor was to receive an offering for the C. C. B. S., a worthy opening of the new edifice, particularly as no aid was asked and the building was dedicated free from debt, thanks to a generous bequest together with the ready rallying of the people. The new church and the new parsonage are both gems, and the parish is nobly equipped. Pastor Millard and his wife are to enjoy the unique pleasure this season of a long cruise in a fine little steamer now building at New London, with her builder and master, who also journeys east, down the Wolf River, through Lake Winnebago and the Fox River, down Green Bay, all the great lakes and the St. Lawrence, then down the Atlantic coast into Delaware Bay. They will have a splendid experience of seafaring on the track of the old voyageurs.

North Kaukauna-Pastor, Rev. P. H. Mason. A boat excursion to Green Bay was conducted by the ladies June 7. Pastor Mason was chosen moderator of the late meeting of the Winnebago convention, and read an able paper on "The Church and the Kingdom of God, How Related." Mr. Mason's work is steadily progressing despite disheartening removals.

Oshkosh First. Rev. E. H. Smith, the pastor, has gone to the front with the 2nd Wisconsin regiment, and the church is supplied until his return. Prof. Buel T. Davis ably addressed the Winnebago District Convention at Dartford, on "The Church in her Relation to Education."

Oshkosh Plymouth. Rev. H. F. Tyler recently delivered a discourse urging the need of better observance of Decoration Day, before an audience that faxed the seating capacity of the new church to its utmost. The national colors were in evidence and members of both G. A. R. posts were present. The address was an earnest and eloquent appeal to hold in affectionate remembrance the deeds of valor of the brave men of '61, and to make Memorial Day not a holiday characterized by sports of every kind, but a holy day.

Osseo. Pastor J. Evans has had a unanimous call to another year's work among us. April 17 seven members were received into church membership, six on confession of faith, one by letter. The work is very prosperous in this field.

Peshtigo. The Ladies' Aid Society have been and continue to be right hand and willing helpers in respect to the material interests of the church. More than $200 have been expended in repairs on church and parsonage the past year. Much credit should be given for this to the efforts of Mrs. W. A. Ellis, who has stood by this church for many years. The Junior Endeavorers gathered arbutus which was sent to the Presbyterian Hospital, Chicago.

Platteville. The pastor, Rev. C. A. Wight and family, will leave June 15 for a vacation of two months to be spent in New England. He will preach as vacation supply in Lowell, Mass., Boston, and several other points. The Platteville pulplt will be supplied during his absence by prominent Wisconsin clergymen. Rev. W. W. Sleeper, of Beloit, will preach June 26, giving his lecture. "Among the Balkans," the following Monday evening. Rev. W. M. Short, of Evansville, will supply Aug. 7 and 14. Rosendale-Rev. Josiah Beardsly, pastor. On passing its 50th year-as elsewhere noted-this church discovers that 340 persons have been in its historic membership, 189 uniting on confession, who were nearly all converted there; over $3,800 have been raised for all lines of benevolent work, $660 by the women of the church. For two years they sustained a missionary in Texas under the A. M. A., and have sent two young ladies into the foreign work. The value of such work in our rural churches cannot be estimated.

Royalton-Rev. Jos. Herbert, pastor, rejoices in the occupation of a parsonage made possible by the loan of the C. C. B. S., together with the response of the people to the push of the pastor for this need. Secretary Carter preached the Memorial Sabbath sermon and in the evening presented Home Missions. Father Eastman, 831⁄2 years of age, after his two pastorates, one of 21 years in St. Lawrence County, New York, accompanied with extensive revivals throughout his region, and one of 23 years in Royalton, rests from his labors, occupying at all the regular services his special easy chair provided by the ladies of his old parish, greeting his friends with the old-time heartiness, shedding a constant benediction by his presence, and by request of the pastor, usually dismissing the congrega









tion with the benediction, in which his characteristic fire and fellowship with God appear.

Sharon. Rev. Carl D. Thompson, of the last class, Chicago Seminary, was ordained here June 7.

Sparta. Dr. Crawford, the pastor, pleasantly writes: "Let me give you thanks and sympathy in your having to look out so much for the church paper. I don't see how you do it, and especially do it so well. I can't half keep up with my work, with no paper to edit. What stirring times these are! I find that I must speak about the war, as Elihu did, that I may be refreshed,' and next Sunday evening I shall have for my subject 'A War for Humanity,' taking for my text Isa. 58:6. Happy is the nation whose annals are vacant!'"

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastor. The new parsonage built without outside aid, is occupied with rejoicing. Pastor Vaughn has recently had the assistance of Mr. S. G. Rueg for special meetings at Elk Mound and Albertville, where he has been preaching on alternate Sabbaths for some time.

On the Sanctum Table.

I. BULGARIA-Missionary Service, No. 1. Issued by the Cooperating Committee of the A. B. C. F. M., for the Interior District. This is something new and most attractive in American Board literature-an admirably prepared concert exercise, map, hymns, readings, stories,illustrations, Scripture responses and all, for use in Missionary Concerts or by Sunday-schools or Endeavor Societies. It is enough to say that it is prepared by our brother W. W. Sleeper, of Beloit. Send for a specimen. It is just what you want for a delightful missionary evening on Bulgaria. Address Sec.A. N. Hichcock, 153 La Salle St. Chicago.




II. FROM ROMANISM TO PENTECOST AND THE SPIRIT OF JESUS, are two issues of the paper covered Pentacostal Holiness Library for March and May, '98, published by M. W. Knapp, Publisher, Cincinnati, Ohio. One details the thrilling story of the "Wonderful Experience of Joseph L. Dempster, an ex-Romanist," the other is a practical and helpful series of chapters on "The Character and Example of Jesus-in the Pulpit,-at manual Labor,—in Poverty, in Popularity et:." They are interesting books. Price 10 cents.




III. WESTERN CANADA-Manitoba, Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and the Yukon region.-An exposition of the products, mineral wealth and scenery of these Canadian countries, with fine maps, excellent illustrations etc. etc., printed by the Government Printing Bureau, and issued presumptively by the Canadian Pacific Railway.




IV. OUR MISSIONARY PROBLEMS-A Good phamphlet to distribute in our Congregations consisting of papers and addresses and views presented at a recent conference in Chicago, ofcorporate members of the A. B. C. F. M., and touching Causes of Recent Decline in Contributions, Present-day Motives for Increased Activity, Responsibilities of Wealth. Address Secy. A. N. Hitchcock, as above.




EXCHANGES.




President McKinley is given the unique distinction of having a number of a woman's magazine named for him and prepared in his honor. The July issue of The Ladies' Home Journal is to be called"The President's Number." It will show the President on horseback on the cover, with the President's new "fighting flag" flying over him; a new march by Victor Herbert is called "The President's March;" the State Department has allowed the magazine to make a direct photograph of the original parchment of the Declaration of Independence, while the President's own friends and intimates have combined to tell some twenty new and unpublished stories and anecdotes about him which will show him in a manner not before done. The cover will be printed in the National colors.




THE GUIDE POST-HERALD “A weekly magazine, devoted to Education, Travel, Music, News etc.," is a well-printed journal, finely and profusely illustrated with half-tones and containing a great variety of valuable descriptive and biographical matter relating to current events, beside exploiting some of the prominent and interesting commercial, educational and industrial enterprises of Chicago and the Interior. $2.00 per year. -Chicago, J. W. Johnston, Great Northern Hotel.




The June BIBLICAL WORLD completes vol. XI. with full indexes. Israel, from Joshua to Ezra is the general theme presented in various phases in the June number exquisitly illustrated, and superbly treated by such writers as Prof. J. F. McCurdy, Prof. E. T. Harper, Prof. L. W. Batten, Prof. Lewis B. Paton, Prof. John D. Davis, and Prof. Edward L. Curtis.-Articles full of instruction, if one cannot accept all the conditions.




MISCELLANEOUS, JUNE Journals.

THE JOURNAL OF EDUCATION proceeds with its fine historical series in How the French lost the Northwest, by A. O. Wright.




THE ROUND TABLE (Beloit) for May 6, is an oratorical num




ber, devoted to the addresses of contestants in the Inter-state Oratorical Contest in Beloit. May 27th is an Emersonian number, with a fine etching of Professor Emerson-"Our Zeus" --and full accounts of the Emerson jubilee addresses.




PUBLIC LIBRARIES tells how to classify and "catalog"and plan small libraries, and many other interesting things.




THE CHURCH UNION (New York) is running a Series by Rev. James M. Whiton Ph. D., on Christianity and its Millstone. This month Christianity is defined.




THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL (St. Louis) has a fresh and pertinent article by B. F. Jacobs of Chicago, on The Advance of the Sunday-school. It gives Editor Bok several facts to ponder.




College Days-Ripon-is a tri-weekly college journal of high literary order and dignified substance. It always speaks well for Ripon and its work.




Other Exchanges. Boone Standard (Iowa) Diocese Fond du Lac, Northwestern Mail, Plymouth Provoker, Helping Hand, Cut Gems, Wisconsin Christian Advocate, The Motor, The Commons, Nebraska Congregational News, Youths' Companion, American Messenger, The Defender.




Madeline Island. A Rest for Weary Preach




ers.




Rev. E. P. Salmon, of Beloit, writes: "I have bought the Old Mission property on Madeline Island, Lake Superior, and am putting the Old Mission house into repair for rough summer use, restoring it as it originally was as nearly as I possibly can. Meals will be served at a moderate cost for those who want to go up there this summer. There are sleeping apartments in the old house for quite a number and I shall have tents on the ground for those who desire them, the occupants of which can get their meals in the house, or they can take care of themselves. A small steamer will give service and I have arranged for small boats and a sail boat. Expect to have everything in readiness by July 1.

My object in this is to furnish an outing place chiefly for Congregational ministers at very moderate expense, something like Camp Collie on Lake Geneva. Some of the Congregational ministers of Wisconsin have spoken of having a Retreat up there this summer. But I think it is too late to arrange for this now. I also had in mind to get a summer school started on the Island for Northern Wisconsin, but it will be impossible this summer. The idea is to use this resort especially for Congregationalists. It belongs to us historically, as you know. I think we can build up the interests of our Congregational body in Wisconsin and, indeed, make a summer meeting place for Congregationalists in the Northwest. This summer we cannot do anything in a formal or elaborate way. But I would like to get together a body of representative Congregationalists up there sometime in July or August and see if we could not plan something for the future that would be permanent.

You, of course, know how delightful Madeline Island is in the summer time. The Lake Superior air is full of life. I have been in Switzerland and Colorado, and New England, and on the sea shore, and for me there is no air like that which I find on Lake Superior, though, of course, this might not be the experience of all. My object is to rest up and give a new lease of life to tired out Congregational ministers, and also to promote individual spirituality, and our Congregational interests. The expenses of living up there can be kept down to about the same as they would be at home. Excursion rates can be obtained in the summer time."




Personal and General.




Born, Sunday, May 22, to Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Eakin, of Durand, a daughter.

Rev. Idrys Jones, of Stoughton, on the termination of his three year's pastorate at Hancock, was presented with a donation of $40 and a gold watch and chain, in appreciation of his labors.

Secretary Carter and his family left Beloit June 2, to attend the Home Missionary anniversaries at Cleveland, and enjoy visits with Ohio friends. May peace, joy and refreshment attend them at the old Tallmadge home.

Rev. Chas. D. Merrill, of the Children's Home society, occupied the Burlington pulpit June 5, Rev. Chas. E. Blodgett, pastor.

Dr. Collie, of Williams Bay, was laid aside some weeks with a painful affection of his heart, but all rejoice that he is much improved, and is about once more.

Dr. Leavitt, of Beloit, in connection with a trip to Boston, attended the anniversrry of the C. H. M. S., at Cleveland, June 7-9, where Secretary Carter also represented the Wisconsin Society.









District Conventions.-I. La Crosse.

The La Crosse District Convention of Congregational churches met at La Crosse, May 10 and 11. Most of the pastors of the convention were present and, with the delegates, were received with a warm cordiality. After the organization in which Rev. Walter M. Ellis, of Elroy, was chosen moderator, the convention was led in a devotional meeting by Rev. Thos. Barker. The subject presented for prayer and consideration was "Following Christ.'

After the devotional meeting Rev. Walter M. Ellis presented a very thoughtful and helpful paper on "Revivals-What? Why? How?" The discussion that followed showed that this was a vital subject with the pastors and one upon which all were seeking light.

Next came a very important discussion of Church Covenants by Rev. L. B. Nobis. This was followed by a very good address on "The Manliness of Religion," by M. J. Holley, of La Crosse.

The evening service was opened by greetings from city pastors. The addresses were tip top and right to the point.

The Convention sermon was preached by Rev. W. H. Medler, of Wabasha, Minn. Subject, "The Unity of the Race." The three thoughts emphasized were: 1. The race moves. 2. The race moves together. 3. The race moves to a perfect ideal. This ideal is found in Christ. Text, Eph. 4:13.

On Wednesday morning the convention was opened by a devotional meeting, led by Rev. H. M. Dexter. Reports from the churches were encouraging and inspiring. Rev. J. T. Ellis discussed the needs of our country churches, and Rev. H. W. Carter presented Home Missions.

The afternoon session was opened by Rev. W. A. Griffiths on the subject, "Is the Sunday-school Declining? If So, What Will Improve It?"

Quite a lengthy discussion was followed by W. W. Jones, of La Crosse, who dissented from the authors views.

Rev. Wm. Crawford gave a very good paper on "A Theory of Juvenile Training."

The evening session consisted of a sermon by Rev. John Faville, of Appleton, on "The Blood of Christ." Text, I John 1:7. The main idea was the meaning of the blood of Christ in the work of redemption. "The blood of Christ meant the life of Christ." The sermon was able and timely.

After the sermon the Lord's supper was administered by Rev. J. B. Davison.

Rev. John Willan gave an account of his work in Clark County, and Rev. J. B. Davison presented the work of the Sabbath Rest Day Association. Quite a number sat as corresponding members and while the attendance was not large, all who attended reported having a good time. T. B.




II.




Northwestern, at Prescott.

The meeting at Prescott, May 2-3, of the Northwestern Wisconsin Convention of Congregational churches, (now the Eau Claire Convention,) seems to mark the beginning of a new era in this section of Congregational Wisconsin, promising renewed life and activity. The church with which the convention met, -the mother church of the district,-had made beautiful her house for the homecoming of her daughters. The convention itself took the last steps in the adoption of a new constitution and made the change of name indicated above, the old name being no longer characteristic since the setting off from it of the district now known as the Superior Convention. Instead of a doctrinal statement the constitution now adopts the following covenant: "Accepting the Holy Scriptures as the sufficient rule of faith and practice, and believing that One is our Master, even Christ, and all we are brethren desiring to know the will of God and praying that we may have power to do it, we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Master, and we unite ourselves as churches and ministers in Christian fellowship and service."

The satisfactory condition of the business and treasury is in large part due to the untiring work of Rey. J. A. Eakin, of Durand, its treasurer and registrar, and the convention voted to enter its appreciation of his work in the minutes. Effort will be made to have the dues for the current year in hand before the meeting in July of the National Council.

Among those not members whose presence carried cheer to the convention, were Rev. Jas. Evens, of the M. E. church in Prescott; Rev. Messrs. H. W. Carter, of Beloit; Geo. C. Haun, of Madison; J. B. Davison, of Milwaukee; G. E. Soper, of St. Paul, and a veteran pastor of the churches of this region, Rev. Wm. Gill.

Noteworthy addresses and papers were the sermons by the retiring moderator, Rev. A. D. Adams, of New Richmond; a paper, "Pledged Christians," considering the relation of the pledge of the Endeavor Society, by Rev. C. H. McIntosh, River Falls; a paper on "The Preaching Needed for This Age," by Rev. J. W. Frizzell, of Eau Claire, and a closing sermon by Rev. Geo. E. Soper. The papers by Messrs. McIntosh and Frizzell were ordered printed, by kindness of Mr. O. H. Ingram of the First Church, Eau Claire, who bears the expense.

Resolutions warmly commendatory of the Church Building Society and its business methods were unanimously voted.
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The following is gleaned from a paper by Rev. Jno. A. Eakin on "The Condition of Churches in the Convention:" The reports with few exceptions indicate marked activity in the churches and I believe an exceptional degree of spiritual interest and growth. The most marked growth in numbers has been in the following churches: Mondovi 47, Roberts 20, New Richmond 17, Pres ott 15, Durand 13, River Falls, Spring Valley and Star Prairie 12 each. The Swedish church at Clear Lake reports 140 in the Sunday-school and Bible class. The Sunday-school at Wheaton has been doubled in membership, while at Prescott and Durand it has made very great gains. The Endeavor work is reported strong at River Falls and Osseo outstations. This work has also been greatly prospered at Durand. Prescott has given $711.68 to benevolences. This is certainly remarkable considering the strength of this church. The pastor at Durand has raised a fund of $600 for the establishment of a free city library. The church at River Falls maintains several small traveling libraries.
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"Turning to the matter of finances, we find that New Richmond has provided by subscription for a debt of $1100. Spring Valley has money and material in sight for the erection of a good church edifice. Irvington. an outstation of Menominee, has put up a good building. Wheaton has built and paid for a $900 parsonage. Osseo bas assumed selfsupport and made large improvement on church property. The church at Prescott has just put $250 into church furnishings.

"One of the most enthusiastic reports comes from the First church at Eau Claire. The ground of her enthusiasm and hope is the finding of a pastor. Our convention has greatly missed the leadership that this church is so well fitted to give. With it today we desire to join in its spirit of glad enthusiasm." WM. H. SHORT, Scribe.
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The fifty-seventh annual meeting of the Beloit District Convention was held with the Congregational church of Darlington, Tuesday and Wednesday, May 17 and 18. Rev. G. R. Leavitt, D. D., opened the session with a very helpful study of John I. Sec. Carter gave a clear address outlining the work proposed for the year in the Home Missionary held. Many items of encouragement were cited and a tribute to the memory of Secretary Grassie was given. A Sunday-school session was held, presided over by Mr. L. L. Olds, of Clinton. Several interesting papers were read, especially one by Mrs. E. M. Smith, superintendent of the Sunday school at Lake Geneva. The topic of her paper was, "How to Get Pupils to Study." Following the Sunday-school session was a Christian Endeavor rally with Pastor Martin, of Fulton, presiding. At this session Miss Isabella Pretlow gave an interesting address entitled "Some Suggestions for Christian Endeavorers;" Miss Cora Townsend, of Shullsburg, presented an interesting paper, "What Christian Endeavor is Doing for the Young People." The Endeavor rally closed with an address, "The Christian Endeavorer and His Bible," by Rev. Gideon Hammond, of Brodhead. Among the many good things of the convention this address was among the best. The sermon of the convention was preached by the Rev. W. M. Short, of Evansville. His was a strong, helpful discourse from the text found in Malachi 4:10, laying special stress on the clause, "Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts." Wednesday morning there was an "American Board session," led by Senator Whitehead, of Janesville, followed by an address, "How May we Enrich Public Worship," by Rev. B. C. Preston, of Whitewater. The afternoon session of Wednesday was of special interest as Rev. S. P. Wilder, of Delavan, gave an address, "The Coming Minister, Who and What Shall He Be?"

At 4:30 the convention adjourned and the council for the examination and ordination of Mr. W. R. Bennett was organized. Mr. Bennett being the pastor elect of the Darlington church the examination was of great interest to the delegates and members of the congregation. The examination was well sustained and it was unanimously voted to proceed with the ordination services, which were held in the evening, with sermon by Rev. R. C. Dennisou, of Janesville; ordination prayer, Rev. G. R. Leavitt, D. D.; charge to the people, Rev. B. C. Preston, and right hand of fellowship, Rev. C. A. Osborn.

Delegates to the National Council were selected as follows: Rey. B. C. Preston, delegate; Rev. C. A. Osborn, alternate; Mr. L. L. Olds, delegate, and Senator Whitehead, alternate. The convention will meet next fall at Evansville.




B. C. PRESTON.




IV. Milwaukee, at Union Grove.

The most delightful weather imaginable, springtime blossom and verdure at their prettiest, and the hearty welcome of the people of Union Grove united their powers at the outset to insure an extraordinarily enjoyable convention. And these good augeries were not in the least misleading.

Pastor Brown and his people performed their part admirably and their beautiful building furnished a delightful meeting place. And the sessions of the convention were in full accord with all the rest and were replete with interest and profit.









The convention opened at 7:30 o'clock Monday evening, May 23, with a most excellent sermon by Rev. Judson Titsworth, Milwaukee, setting forth clearly and forcibly the rela tive values of the objective and the subjective elements in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. While he did not under value the work of Christ on earth, he regarded the work in the heart as the real redemptive work. He made much of the doctrine of indwelling Christ.

This uplifting sermon was followed by the Communion conducted by Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, Sheboygan, and Rev. F. S. Sawyer, South Millwaukee.




"Is




The most important subject of Tuesday morning was, the Church Truly Upholding Jesus Christ to the World?" The principal speakers were Rev. H. S. Roblee, Kenosha, and Rev. J. T. Cheynoweth, Sheboygan. Brothers Holmes, Harris, Helmuth and Titsworth followed in the general discussion.

We were reminded of our obligations to our seven benevolent societies by as many addresses.

A bountiful repast in the social room of the church satisified the physical man and we were ready for the quite-full afternoon session.

The reports from the churches were fairly encouraging, some very much so.

The subjects considered in the afternoon were, "Why Are There So Few Men in the Church?" by Rev. J. H. McLaren, Racine, and Rev. I. L. Cory, Waukesha, and "Why Are There Not More Conversions?" by Rev. B. J. H. Shaw, Hartland. It is to be regretted that there was not time for the general discussion of these very important themes.

Mr. McLaren thought that of the three ways usually employed to get men into the churches, namely, the methods of the institutional churches, sensational methods, and the more quiet but more deeply spiritual ways, the last is the best.

Mr. Cory gave two reasons why there are about twice as many women as men in the churches, that by heredity men have degenerated and that the environment of men is such that they are much more likely to neglect the spiritual part of their




natures.




Mr. Shaw questioned whether we could tell how much was being done in the conversion of people by apparent results such as we usually depend upon. He looked upon conversion rather as the gradual uplift of humanity to higher levels than as the manifest change in the individual which we have been accustomed to call conversion. Probably the most of us would seriously question his position. The ladies held a meeting in the afternoon, but as the writer could not attend, he can give no report of its proceedings. Supper was also served in the church, and it was a good one, a sort of prophecy of what was to follow in the evening session.

Rev. Dr. Ide, Milwaukee, gave us an excellent paper on what he thought were the necessary requirements in belief for admission to the church. He evidently does not think we have a right to require any more than what Christ himself insisted upon for true discipleship. It would be well if this paper could have a wide circulation by publication in our denominational periodicals, for surely we have been insisting upon new essentials, and our forms of admission to church membership have been too comprehensive doctrinally and too brief as to the practical elements of true discipleship.

Probably the most interesting part of the convention to many, came last, namely, the addresses of Sec. M. E Everz, Chicago, and Rev. G. C. Weiss, Watertown, on the German Educational Problem These addresses were both so good, that one who had not investigated the question at all would have been convinced by either if he had not heard the other, but having heard both, he would be compelled to admit, the writer thinks, that Mr. Weiss had the better of the argument. All in all, the convention was very enjoyable and profitable. CHAS. E. BLODGETT Burlington.




V. Eau Claire, at Prescott.

The annual meeting of the Northwestern Wisconsin, now Eau Claire Convention was held at Prescott, May 3rd and 4th. The Prescott Congregational church is the oldest church of this Convention. The Conventional meeting was therefore, as Pastor Obenhaus reminded its members, a gathering of the children of that church about their mother. Rey. J. Parsons was chosen Moderator, and Rev. W. H. Short Scribe. The attendance of Pastors and Delegates was not large as Prescott is rather difficult of access. The sessions were, however, well attended by Prescott people, and the time was pleasantly and profitably spent.

Inspirational power was afforded by the annual sermon, by two papers, and two addresses. The sermon was delivered by the retiring Moderator, Rev. A. D. Adams, of New Richmond, from the text "And I, if I be Lifted Up, Will Draw all Men Unto Me."

The first paper by Rev. C. H. McIntosh, of River Falls, had for its topic "Pledged Christians." He spoke favorably of pledges, but took the position that after a time the spirit of the pledge should so possess the heart that the technicalities of the pledge might safely be forgotten. This paper was much approved, and the Convention ordered a number of copies to be struck off for wider circulation. Mr. O. H. Ingram, of Eau Claire, agreed to bear the expense of printing.




The second paper was by Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Ph. D., of Eau Claire, on "The Preaching Needed by this Age." It was an able paper and met the general approval of the Convention. He held that this age demands a live Theology, and to be alive ic must be advancing. Theological thought should be in touch with other branches of thought, and in harmony with accepted results of science. It would be a fatal error for ministers to shackle their beliefs by the creed of their fathers. We must think, and work out our own Theology after their example. Present day sermons should embody bonest conclusions in forms adapted to present ways of thinkin. The Convention ordered that copies of this paper should also be struck off and given wider circulation. Again Mr. Ingram volunteered to bear the expense of printing.

The Addresses of the meeting were given by Miss Mary P. Wright. of Turkey, and by Rev. Geo. E. Soper, of St. Paul. Miss Wright pictured the disadvantages of Turkish women. She awakened in many a sense of the blessedness of being born in a Christian country.

Mr. Soper set forth the relation of results to Law. He demonstrated that what some people call Luck is in reality the result of Process; that the temporal and eternal destinies of men are determined by the relations they establish with God's laws.

Rev. J. W. White, of Menomonie, gave a report on the methods and results of Free Traveling Libraries in Wisconsin, as he has observed them in Dunn Co. The methods adopted have proven practicable, and the results gratifying.

Rev. J. A. Eakin, Registrar of the Convention, though not able to be present, gave a condensed written report of the work and condition of the several churches. The churches reported to him previous to the meeting, and he gave the Convention the salient features of their report.

The Wisconsin Congregational Home Missionary Society was represented by Secretary Carter. The Wisconsin Congregational Sunday School Society by ecretary Geo. C. Haun. The Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association, by J. B. Davison. C. H. McIntosh, of River Falls presented the claims of the Conregational Church Building Society.

The draft of a new Constitution was reported by a committee appointed at the previous Annual meeting. After several changes the new Constitution was adopted, and ordered printed. It provides that this Convention be known henceforth as the Eau Claire Convention; and that fellowship be based on accepting Christ as Lord and master. The convention may, if it seems fit, inquire at any time into the beliefs and character of those seeking admission into the Convention. This Convention holds only one meeting a year, unless otherwise ordered. At the closing session it was voted to adjourn to meet one year hence at Spring Valley. JULIUS PARSONS.




VI.




Madison, at Fort Atkinson.

Good program, good representation, and much informality and good fellowship all united to make the Madison District Convention, which met at Fort Atkinson May 17 and 18, an unquestioned success. Out of thirty-six churches in the district thirty-four were represented.

The paper given on Tuesday afternoon by Rev. H. J. Ferris on "The Teaching of the New Testament in Regard to the Lord's Supper," showed much thought and many expressed a desire that it be printed in order that it might be more carefully studied.

A stirring paper on "The Church and War," by Rev. O. L. Robinson was followed by a very practical address by A. E. Matheson, Esq., of Janesville, on "The Church and Politics," in which patriotism at the ballot box was shown to be fully as important as in the war.

An interesting discussion was also entered into on "The Relation of the Minister to the Railroad in View of the Half Fare Permit."

"The Problem of Our Country Churches in View of Our Changing Population," was ably handled by Rev. Harriet E. Williams.

Our work among young people and the State Home Mission Work were presented and discussed. The work of the American Board in Peking, China, was presented by Rev. W. S. Ament, one of our missionaries from that field. It was par ticularly interesting in view of the present political complications in the far east.

The closing address of the convention was delivered by Dr. Updike of Madison. Dr. Updike spoke of some elements which must enter into our national life as an outgrowth of the present war. He declared that the time had come when we must take our place in the family of nations and that out of the complications of the present war would arise the necessity for disregarding the instructions of Geo. Washington to avoid all entangling alliances with other nations.'




Geo. E. Farnam, Scribe.




Golden Rule Proverbs.

Short words run long. 
God cannot give till he forgive. 
The wise tongue is ever young 
Who can look in a child's eyes may face all men. 










FIELD.




One of Our German American Churches-A




Token of the Future.




Prescott Congregational Church was organized in 1852 by Rev. Richard Hall who is still living in St. Paul, Minn. It is the oldest church of our order in North Wisconsin and with one exception the oldest in the Northwest, the first church of Minneapolis being organized a year earlier. There were then less than five thousand people in that entire region. It has never been a large church but its influence has always been felt in the way which makes for righteousness, and it is continuing the work for which it was called into being.

For six years till the beginning of 1893 the church was inactive owing to heavy losses from death and removals. The town, consisting largely of Eastern people, had become gradually transformed as to nationality, an excellent class of Germans having taken the places of the former inhabitants. Under Rev. Herman Obenhaus, then just from the Seminary, the work was revived with the aid of a generous citizen and the Germans to whom the pastor preached once a fortnight. When he left for further study in the University of Wisconsin Rev. F. L. Meske continued the work successfully until the recall of the former pastor. Since the beginning of the present pastorate a goodly company have entered into covenant with the church, a number coming from German homes, and the outlook is encouraging. The bi-weekly German sermon is still a feature of the church work and the results, humanly speaking, could not have been accomplished in any other way.

The church, though small in numbers has given well to the benevolent societies of the denomination. Through contributions of church and Sunday school and through individuals it has given since the beginning of the year 811 dollars. The Eau Claire Convention has just met with the church, the first time in fifteen years and the bonds of fellowship has been strengthened thereby.

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary--MISS ANNE B.SEWELL,Stoughton. Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit.




At the La Crosse District Convention held in La Crosse in May, the Ladies' Hour was in seperate session. It had been thought that this plan might give the Ladies greater freedom in discussing their work and to plan greater things. The District Secretaries of the Wisconsin Branch and of the W. H. M. Union had the meeting in charge. Mr. Wyman, of Viroqua read the Scripture lesson. Mrs. H. M. Nichols gave an interesting history of the growth of the work of the Union and its present aims. Mrs. William Crawford read a paper on "Individual Responsibility measured by Individual Possibility." Mrs. A. H. Mitchell of La Crosse, gave an ably written paper on the history and work of the Wisconsin Branch. Mrs. W. Dudley of West Salem read the recent appeal from the W. B. M. I. Reports of local societies were given by Mrs. N. C. Kelly for La Crosse, Mrs. Nichols for Viroqua, Mrs. Dudley for West Salem, Mrs. O. Crosby for Elroy, Mrs. S. C. Palmer for




Sparta. Mrs. O. Crosby read a paper on The Spiritual Influence of Missionary Work upon the Workers. Mrs. R. L. Baldwin in a felicitous style, gave the "At Home" of the Sparta church for next September 20-22. If more could be in sympathy with Mrs. Baldwin's thought, even our District Conventions would be prized as opportunities to offer the hospitality of individual homes, and of the Church Home for Christian fellowship, and to come nearer together in knowledge of, and sympathy with different lines of active Christian service. MRS. WM. CRAWFORD.




The Ladies of Beloit District held their Missionary Meeting at Darlington May 18th. Gathering at 9 a. m. reports from the eight Auxillaries were given, followed by the discussion of interesting topics brought out by a question box. A letter from Mrs. Eaton, on her way home from China, was read. In Convention Hour, Mrs. Gardner of Platteville presented a thoughtful paper on "The Study of Missions as Related to Personal Culture." Miss Walker. president of the Wisconsin Branch, made an address on the work of the "Woman's Board," speaking of the needs of our mission fields and urging our personal responsibility to meet these needs. MRS. D. M. OLDS.
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Ministerial Movements.

Bennett, Mr. Wm. R. of the last class Chicago Seminary, was ordained at Darlington, where he will preach, May 18. Brink, Rev. A. Lee, resigns at Hope church, West Superior. Hitchcock, Rev. Philo, late of West Salem, accepts a call to Shiocton and Ellington, and has entered the new field. Larsen, Rev. A.-declined call to supply three months at Leeman. The statement of last month was an error. Moxie, Mr. C. H. is called to Amery, Wis. and has begun work.

Morse, Rev. Edgar L. wishes address changed to Park Falls, Wis.

Ralph, Mr. Edwin of Beloit College, supplies Arena First for the summer.

Stewart, Rev. W. J., of Ripon College, has been supplying several months at Depere.

Smith. Rev. J. G., of Ohio, is called to Tomah.

Stevenson, Rev. W. D. J.,resigned at Arena First, May 8, has begun work at White Creek, Quincy, Jonesville and Chester.
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Average Congregation.




Average Sunday School.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


3.-New organization.
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The exercises on Friday a. m., consisted of music, prayer; Words of Welcome, Geo. C. Hill; Fellowship of the Churches, Prof. E. H. Merrell; Greetings from Neighboring Churches, Pastors; Organization and Charter Members, I. N. Woodruff; Our Sunday School and Prayer Meeting, Geo. C. Hill; Our Church Choir, Joseph Scribner; Our Church Buildings, John W. Scribner; Our Church and Education, Dr. Storrs Hall. Dinner was served at noon.

On Friday p. m, the program went on as follows: singing; Pastors and Pastorates, J. Beardsley; Our Young People's Work, Edward Scribner; Woman's Work in Our Church, Mrs. J. Beardsley; Our Church Benevolences, F. H. Scribner; Reminiscences, Rev. A. L. P. Loomis; letters from former members; memorial sketches; singing; benediction.

Among the hymns sung was the following, written by Pastor Beardsley and worthy of permanent preservation:




ANNIVERSARY HYMN.

Tune-Duke Street.




O God! thy gracious presence grant, 
 As we in glad reunion share, 


To celebrate the Natal Day

Of this our church, thy constant care.




For fifty years, this care of thine

Around, above this church has been, Assuring us that thou dost make

Thy people's cause and thine as kin.

Thy presence here in former days

Has filled the heart with power for good; Brought holy purpose to such souls

As felt the pardoning love of God.




To nobler, stronger, broader life

 Have many hungering ones been led, 
Who here within these sacred courts, 
 Upon the Word divine have fed. 


In all the scenes along the way, 
  In grief or joy, to youth or aged, 
Our God has his pavilion spread, 


And we had rest beneath its shade.

So in the days that yet may come, 
  Be thou the stay and constant guide 
Of all thine own, and keep as thine 
  All such as in thy love abide. 


It was a delightful occasion.




K.




"Monopolizing the Bible for morial Library. Camp Northfield, on




the Sabbath."




"OUR CHURCH LIFE," "organ of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin," May. contains the following:

STUDIES IN SABBATH REFORM, by Abram Herbert Lewis, D. D., issued by the American Sabbath Tract Society, Plainfield, N. J. (price 10 cents in paper, pp. 126), is a new and improved attempt to monopolize the Bible in behalf of Seventh-day views, and as against all Sunday legislation. It is a very good manual for those who want that kind of a book.

We are aware that to the careful student of the Bible there is no need for these "Studies," since the Sabbath does so "monopolize the Bible" that there is no room for Sunday. If the Bible could monopolize the consciences of Wisconsin Congregationalists as it does the Sabbath. Secretary Davison of that state would have an easier task in "Sabbath Reform." We thank "Our Church Life" for its kind words concerning our "improved attempt." and we will forward a copy of the "Studies," free of cost, to every Congregationalist (or any other man) in Wisconsin, or elsewhere, who will send his address to the office of the SABBATH RECORDER. There are some monopolies in which we do not believe; but the way in which the Bible monopolizes the Sabbath, since Christ has set us the example, we must defend.-Sabbath Recorder of June 6.




Mr. D. L. Moody's Summer Conferences at Northfield, Mass., this summer, present great attractions for Christian pastors and workers. It is not only a charming and delightful region, but the spiritual impulse and uplift here experienced each year by those in attendance has gone forth in its influences into all the world. Northfield has indeed become a New England Jerusalem. This season will be marked by the opening of the new summer hostlery "The Northfield," and the dedication of the Dickenson Me




the slope of Notch Mountain, with its recreation opportunities and its morning conferences, will be conducted by Mr. Moody. Among speakers engaged for the General Conference for Christian workers are Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, and Rev. Geo. H. C. Macgregor, London, Eng., Rev. H. Webb Peploe, Prebendary of St. Paul's Cathedral, Dr. R. A. Torrey, of the Moody Institute Chicago, Dr. C. I. Scofield, Mr. Moody and others. Ira D. Sankey and Geo. C. Stebbens will conduct the singing. Other features will be the Students Conference and the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. Encampments. Board and entertainment are placed at easy rates, and the New England Passenger Association and the Trunk Line Passenger Association offer one and one third fare on round trip tickets. For information. address A. G. Moody, East Northfield, Mass.

CATARRH INHALER

FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere
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The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper.

    CURES BY INHALATION, 
And is the latest and best up-to-date method 
for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, 
Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all 
Physicians. 


            CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897. 
 "It cured me in three days of a stubbon cough. I 
believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS. 
                     ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. 
 "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheuma- 
tism.' 
                      W. C. DANNALSON 
  ISAAC MILLER. Clay City, Ind., writes: 
                          "Your 
Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." 
  [We can furnish thousands like the above.] 
       SPECIAL OFFER: 


I will for a short time mail any reader of this paper my new Inhaler with Medicine for one year on three day's trial free.

If it gives satisfaction, send me $1.00, if not return it. Send for it now. Address, DR. E. J. WORST, Box




Three Opinions:




Ashland, Ohio




"The CHICAGO RECORD is a model. newspaper in every sense of the word."Harrisburg (Pa.) Call.

"There is no paper published in America that so nearly approaches the true journalistic ideal as The CHICAGO RECORD."From "Newspaperdom" (New York).

"I have come to the firm conclusion, after a long test and after a wide comparison with the journals of many cities and countries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes as near being the ideal daily journal as we are for some time likely to find on these mortal shores."-Prof. J. T. Hatfield in The Evanston (III.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, 
on good wedding stock, 





AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID_




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon- 
                               sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school 
                            of high order. It does the work both of 
                        Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, 
                             in the character of its work, stands 
                           abreast of the best colleges in the 
                       West. It believes in the Co-Education 
                          of the sexes. 
                                    Boys and girls develop 





Write your name plainly, en- 
close the money, and the cards 
will be forwarded promptly. 





THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 


West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 





A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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Offers high grade Courses, with ample electives, leading to the degrees of B. A., Ph. B., and B. S.

Emerson Hall

The beautiful new building f. r the Young Women of the College, amply providing for every comfort and convenience, will be dedicated at Commencement and

Chicago & North-Western Ry. Opened for Use

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen's Traffic Manager. At the Beginning of the FALL TERM.
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Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society. 
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The Cyclist's Necessity.
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A




BOTTLE OF




POND'S PATENTS

EXTRACT

Is the REPAIR KIT for all




ACCIDENTS.




Unequaled for Quickly Healing Lameness and Soreness of Muscles, Wounds, Bruises,




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&Co.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St Paul Ry




Rub thoroughly with 
POND'S EXTRACT after 
each ride to keep muscles 
supple, pliant, strong. 


Try Pond's Extract Ointment for Piles. 
Avoid Substitutes-Weak, Watery, Worthless. 
LAND'S EXTRACT Co., 76 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the States of

Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




State Convention.

Sparta will give a generous welcome to all who attend the State Convention, Sept. 20-22. An endeavor will be made to keep the program from being crowded, so that the meeting may be characterized by calmness and repose rather than hurry and worry. The standing committees will follow the instructions of Convention and present resolutions in place of the usual essays; the two societies of women will hold separate sessions on Tuesday, and also occupy Tuesday evening. Dr. Updike being one of their speakers, liberal time will be given for the work of the churches and of their missionary societies; a strong paper may be expected upon Temperance in the Colleges by Dr. John Faville; and the convention sermon will be preached Re. R. A. Torrey, Superintendent of the viblical Institute, Chicago. The Program Committee will do their best to make the meeting one of refreshment and inspiration.
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North Dakota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers




per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO. ILL.




WISCONSING CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Teachers Wanted!

    Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans; two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 
                                REV. DR. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. W. Cor. Main & 30 Sts.. Louisille Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St.. Chi., Ill. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southera vacancies Louisville office. 
                                              One fee registers in both oMees 
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Winnebago Convention.

The Winnebago District Convention met for its forty-seventh anɩual meeting with the church in Dartford, June 7 and 8. The convention was preceded by a Christian Endeavor Rally on Monday evening, which was addressed by H. J. Yapp, of Fond du Lac, and Rev. S. T. Kidder.

The convention was called to order Tuesday morning by the Registrar, J. H. Rowland, and was organized by choosing Rev. P. H. Mason, moderator, and Rev. C. W. Damon as scribe. As a quorum was not present no business could be done till afternoon, when a quorum arrived. The program had been arranged with the church as its central idea, and out of that grew such divisions as the Church in her relation to the kingdom of Christ, to the Community and State, and to the Individual. Each of these general divisions was again subdivided, leading to such themes as Christian Co-operation, Denominational Loyalty, Political Life, Reforms and the like. The different subjects were taken up and ably discussed by members of the convention, thus making the meeting one of a very practical and stimulating character. Each session of the convention was opened by a half hour of devotional service. Rev. F. N. Dexter presented the Home Missionary work of our state, and Supt. Geo. C. Haun spoke of the Church and Sunday School. The convention sermon preached by Rev. D. S. Holbrook and was a very able presentation of the New Testament idea of the church. The last evening gave place to such themes as Time to Think, Time to Pray, Time to Search the Scriptures, which brought the meeting to a delightful close.




was




Rev. Robert Paton, Mr. E. D. Smith and Rev. F. N. Dexter were chosen delegates to the coming National Council. The place of the next convention was necessarily left in the care of the Registrar.

Wednesday afternoon the convention was treated with a pleasant ride upon Green Lake, which was greatly enjoyed. The same evening they took supper together on a beautiful lawn near the church. Pastor Chambers and his people did all that was possible to make our meeting a pleasure and success, and we all felt that it was one of our best meetings. The greatest drawback upon our conventions is that our churches are not more largely represented. They need the fellowship and stimulus of such gatherings.




Lemonweir Convention. Lemonweir Convention held its annual meeting June 8 and 9 with the Pine River church. This is the convention of many ordinations, small




NO. 9




churches, long distances and short pastorates. Four of the brethren drove sixty miles or more in order to be present. We were unfortunate in conflicting with Adams County S. S. convention, so that several of our churches and pastors were detained from the meeting.

It was the first time for many years that the convention was held in the northeastern part of the district and the churches of that vicinage seemed to appreciate the meetings by a hearty reception of the visitors.

Papers were read by Rev. A. J. Arn on the Relation of the Church to the Sunday School and by Rev. F. S. Wheeler on Defects in Pulpit and Pew, with their Remedy. Mr. G. V. Clark reviewed Lyman Abbott's Life and Letters of St. Paul. Rev. A. L. McClelland preached the convention sermon from the text John 3:16.

Among the visitors who added greatly to the interest and value of the meetings were Miss Anne B. Sewell who spoke upon the subject near to her heart, and conducted the woman's meeting; Dr. Roy who made a flying trip over most of Central Wisconsin before finding the right Pine River, Rev. F. N. Dexter and Rev. J. B. Davison.

Resolutions of sympathy were passed in commemoration of our faithful Home Missionary pastor, the late Rev. A. C. Marden for seven years

a member of our convention and a faithful attendant of the convention.

Revs. A. J. Arn and F. S. Wheeler were elected delegates to the National Council with Kev. C. A. Boughton and Mr. Jos. Mathews as alternates. Rev. J. A. Thomas was elected to the Home Missionary Committee in place of Rev. E. A. Child whose term expired.

The Treasurer's report was encouraging. If the few churches now behind in paying their apportionment tend promptly to this we will close the year free of debt for the first time in years.

There seems to be a reviving interest in missions as the reports showed, but very few additions have been made to the membership of the churches. On the whole this was one of the most interestA. L. M.




ing of our meetings.




Madaline Island.




Mr. E. P. Wheeler is going to take charge of the Madaline Island, Lake Superior, resort for this summer. He will provide entertainment at a reasonable price for all who may want to go up there. If any prefer they can take along their own tents and camp out, providing for themselves. Address E. P. Wheeler, Ashland, Wis., for infor mation as to prices and accommodations.









Peace Through Christianity.

The spirit of Christianity is the spirit of peace. The introduction of its founder to the world by chanting angels over Bethlehem's plains was in language which indicated the character of his mission-"Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, good will to men." Seven hundred and forty years before Christ's birth the prophet Isaiah spoke and wrote the oft-repeated words "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father and the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end."

That there is an agreement between these utterances and the result of a full acceptance of the teachings of our Lord no one can successfully contradict. Peace follows in the wake of the gospel. The peace which passeth human understanding being ratified in the heart of believing men by the Holy Ghost produces a condition which is opposed to anything calculated to disturb the friendliness, or brotherliness recognized in Christian teaching as the proper relationship of mankind. Illustrative of the power of the religion of Jesus Christ it may be recalled that when he came to earth the Caesars were seated upon the throne of almost universal empire. For centuries the pastime of most important nations had been war. The names that have come to us from these not particularly distant years are of men who won distinction on the fields of carnage and through their victories acquired territory and multiplied slaves. Ancient history is largely a description of humanslaughter. The greatest poets of those times secured immortality by their wonderful effusions which tell of victories by their generals. Hannibal and Carthage suggest most forcibly to the youngest student a whole series of conflicts. Indeed, the Carthaginian story is largely one of blood. Whether we follow her to Africa, Sardinia, Spain or Sicily it is but a repetition of cruel massacre.

Of the Assyrians the same must be affirmed; the war spirit was no more under control.

Cyrus and the Medes and Persians have written the history of the times of their greatest activity with human gore.

Darius, Xerxes, Philip, Alexander are synonyms of slaughter.

The great philosphers of ancient Greece and Rome have lost much of their lustre because of the unenviable character of their surroundings. It is no credit to their teachings when we recall the state of the people among whom they lived.

But Christ came with doctrine strange and new. He came to establish a kingdom, building it in the hearts and lives of men. He came to give mankind a system of ethics which would eventually supplant the existing code, and result in lifting the race from brutish force to intellectual and moral power in solving problems in government and dealing with nations near them or remote. His kingdom was not of this world, but it was in this world and destined to change, in due time, the whole bent of human life and thought. It was like leaven and would in its own time leaven the whole lump.

Who that has watched the progress of the gospel of our Lord has failed to see its steadily prevailing influence?

But few centuries had elapsed ere conditions had so changed that another Hannibal or Philip was morally impossible. Napoleon of modern times.




may have entertained ambitions not dissimilar, but it was a short course to St. Helena. Never again can human greed, or personal ambition, successfully undertake a mission of general subjugation of the weaker kingdoms, or states, to merely acquire territory and enslave the people. The spirit of our religion may cause the nations as they go forth to combat superstition and non-progression to provoke resistance to their approach, but these agitations will be the means of a better civilization and a grander life for all.

War will never again be a pastime, but as in later years, so in the current century, it may simply be permitted as a necessary means for promoting right and justice. If wrong-doing is persisted in, if nations incorporate wrong in the principles of their government they pave the way for a settlement at the cannon's mouth.

The civil conflict presents a sad illustration of this truth. Millions of lives and untold treasure was the price we paid that a great principle of right and justice might be maintained. sword has been beaten into a plougshare and the Evidently the time has not yet come when "The spear into pruning-hooks; when nation shall not learn wa. any more." lift up swd against nation, neither shall they

There are nations which remain degraded-nations which have not felt the power of the life of Christ, are not swayed in their material or moral activities by the Divine principles which make for righteousness and thus lift to a nobler condition in all things.

It may be destined, in the Providence of God, humanity as peoples have in former times. We that such nations are to be taught the lessons of would that even Spain, in the darkness that, like a pall, has hung over that fair land for centuries, through papal misrule, might receive some rays of moral light as she experiences the force of the righteous interference of our Christian people. Cuba, the Philipines, or any other of her foreign possessions will be but a small price to pay for lessons in honor, humanity and other principles of true religion.

Is Spain, the one kingdom of Europe that is completely under the power of the Anti-Christ, to be forced to understand the value and dignity of life, justice and freedom through the interference of Christian Protestant America? We pray that out of the conflict may come a better life to all, and conditions which will tend toward a surer and more universal peace which even Spain shall share.

It must be that after the conflicts which sinful men and nations precipitate are settled, and truth and virtue are vindicated, the world will emerge into that glorious state of peace and good will to all men that sooner or later the religion of our Lord will universally produce. It may be true that Christianity has already so permeated human life that the prophecy of Dr. Talmage, made at Monona Lake Assembly, will be found to agree with facts. He said, "The last great war between Christian nations has been fought." When we consider the strength of the society for promoting the doctrine of arbitration and witness the splendid reception accorded by our nation to Dr. Berry, its Eng lish representative, and add to this the steady growth of the purpose to amalgate, in the best sense, the two great Christian powers of the world, America and England, we see the day approaching when war will be no more. The moral force of this combination will be the great power to hold evil in check and cause righteousness to regulate the smalier and less powerful nations of the world, and this has been made possible by the influence of our blessed religion. W. J. C. BOND.









Commencement at Beloit College. sounded in the address before the Christian Associ




Somewhat contrary to the predictions of those who feared that Beloit's fifty-first anniversary would be an "off year," the commencement of

1898 was an unusual one.

President Eaton had returned from his trip to China on the third of June, and was greeted by the message that Dr. Pearsons' offer of $50,000 conditional on the raising of $150,000 must be met by commencement.

About one-half of the required amount must be raised within less than three weeks, and the work was still incomplete when Dr. Eaton preached the Baccalaureate sermon on Sunday afternoon to the graduating class. His text was from Revelation v: 5.-"Behold, the Lion that is of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath overcome to open the book and the seven seals thereof," and there




ations in the morning, delivered by the Hon. J. M Whitehead, of Janesville, in the First Congregational church, and it characterized all the exergational church, and it characterized all the exer




cises of the week.




The usual senior concert which has been the event in past years of the evening of Commencement Day, was given on Monday evening by the College musical orgatizations, including the Choral Society, organized by Prof. Allen last winter, with Miss Hopkins of Chicago as soloist, the services being all donated in order that the proceeds might be given toward the fund for a new organ in the First church.

The Rice Extempore speaking on the very vital question, "Should the United States hold as permanent possessions the territory acquired in the war with Spain," was of a high order, perhaps the
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was a wealth of meaning in the closing words he addressed to the graduating class.

"The College has given you your training not alone for your own sakes, important as the best development of your own personalities is in your view, but to fit you for leadership in the world, enkindling in you a generous ardor for the welfare of the great brotherhood of mankind. We send you forth with strong desire and good hope that each of you will have courage and self-devotion and faith in the struggles that are before you. If you are to be leaders, be yourselves unceasingly loyal to the highest leader. Viewing life through his clear eyes, bringing the burdens of life to his great heart, be sure that though the issue at times seems doubtful to human vision, when he has broken the last seal and the record stands complete, then will be revealed for you a measure of his victory and his joy."

The same earnest intense key-note had been




best ever held, and the winner, W. A. Rowell, of Pine River, won first place among six contestants who pressed him hard.

Ten speakers represented the members of the class of 1898 on the commencement stage, seven of the thirty-three, the largest class which has graduated at Beloit,-being young women, the first whose names are on the list of graduates.

After bestowing the degrees, including that of D. D. on Rev. J. H. Selden, of Elgin, Illinois, the President, after vividly telling the story of the superhuman efforts made in the last two weeks, announced that the final $1,000 necessary to secure Dr. Pearsons' offer, had been received,-a telegram to that effect having come the afternoon before, while the trustees were still in session, from one of their number on his way to Europe, and he called upon Dr. Pearsons who promptly closed the business-end of the question; his check for $51,000(CONTINUED ON PAGE 135.)
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BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit.

Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha.




Review, Exchange and Church-note Editor-REV. SAMUEL T. 
         KIDDER, Menasha. 





Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 
February, Rev. J. A. RowELL, Mondovi. 


March, MR. EBEN E. REXFORD, Shiocton. 
April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
September, Rev. W. A. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
October, PRes. A. SalisbURY, Whitewater. 
November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 


Heads of Departments—




Church News-Rev. S. T. KIDDER, Menasha. 
Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. Sleeper, Beloit. 
Education-Prominent Educators of Wisconsin. 





GENERAL Items for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Menasha, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

  SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. 
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REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis. 
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There are many who aspire to spell the word Congregational ism with a very large C. I do not care how large the C is, if it stands for Christ Crucified supremely, and, in his name, for noblest Character, broadest Co-operation, unfeigned Charity, and world-wide Christian Conquest.-Wayfarer.




Personal and General.

Rev. J. O. Buswell, moved by the great destitution in northern Wisconsin and Michigan, severs his direct connection with the Watertown Bible Institute to become pastor of the Union Church at Mellen, Wis., and superintendent of Union Evangelistic work through the Northern Evangelization association to be formed with Mellen as its headquarters. The workers will be secured from the Moody and Watertown Institutes and elsewhere. The plan provides for semi-annual reunions at headquarters for conference, instruction, fellowship and spiritual refreshment. The organizations are effected to become affiliated with different denominations, each case selecting according to its particular circumstances as may best further the interests of the kingdom.

The Wisconsin Central Railway has donated eighty acres of land near Mellen to be used to further the interests of this work. Other contributions unsolicited have come in quite remarkable ways and amounts. The consecration of these workers to the evangelization of destitute regions in the north land deserves the prayerful sympathy




of all Christians.




President and Mrs. Eaton, of Beloit, on their return June 4, from China, where President Eaton had been as a member of the American Board's Missionary Deputation, having sailed from Vancouver's Island January 31st, were greeted at the




train by crowds of students, and friends, and throughout the community as well as the college, there was unbounded joy at their return. The report of Beloit Commer cement by Prof. Bacon will indicate something of the President's arduous and successful labors since his return.

Dexter, District Missionary, takes his wellearned vacation in the trip to the National Council at Portland. A touching poem entit.ed "June Days," from his pen, appears in a recent issue of "the Commons" of Chicago.

Cheney, District Missionary, is with the Wisconsin party at the World's Sunday-School Convention at London.

Carter, Secretary H. W., after spending the month of June in Ohio, assumed his Wisconsin duties extending his superintendency over the northern district as well, in accordance with the action elsewhere indicated.

Rey. A. Kidder, of Eau Claire, reports an enjoyable and profitable season in California, from which he returns with his four-score years of vigor refreshed.

One of our worthy missionaries has worn out one vehicle in his long rough rides and finds his purse unequal to the needed successor. A good second-hand buggy that can endure hardness for the master would be gratefully received. Any one moved to help on the worthy brother can communicate with the Beloit office.

MARRIED.-Fussle-Gamber.-Rev. C. A. Fussle, pastor of the South Milwaukee German Church, Tuesday June 21st, to Miss Emma Barbara Gamber, of Chicago. After July 21st they will be "at home" in South Milwaukee. The hearty congratulations of his ministerial brethren, and of all their friends, are heartily extended.

W. A. Rowell, class of '99, Beloit College, son of Rev. J. A. Rowell, Mondovi, Wis., was awarded prize for best essay on Missions at last Commencement. He also received the Rice prize for extemporaneous speaking.

Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Wight have the deep sympathy of their friends under their sore bereavement in the sudden loss after a few hours' sickness with membraneous croup Saturday A. M., June 4th, of little Winifred, the oldest of their two children and their only daughter. This sweet immortelle adds to Heaven's reality and attractiveness for many others than the parents whose home circle is not broken but enlarged and glorified.

The Wisconsin party under the lead of Rev. S. S. Mathews bound for the London World's SundaySchool Convention, June 11-16, sailed from Montreal in the Carthagenian July 25th. Besides Mr. Mathews there were included in this company, Rev. H. L. Richardson and wife, Dr. S. T. Kidder, Revs. R. L. Cheney and C. A. Payne, and others too numerous to mention to whom one and all we

extend our congratulations and wishes of joy and refreshment with all manner of benefit to be given as well as received.

The same also to our representatives at the National Council in Portland, including Mr. J. 0. Myers of our Home Missionary Executive Committee, Drs. Henry Faville and Updike, Revs. F. N. Dexter and H. J. Ferris.
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 133.) an extra thousand as a gift from his wife"-was in the hands of the treasurer within two hours. Following the Commencement exercises the dedication of Emerson Hall was held in the large gymnasium on the upper floor. This is the new woman's dormitory given by Dr. Pearsons a year ago, and the genial doctor could hardly realize that the beautiful building could have been constructed for the sum which he gave; he delivered up the keys of the Hall with a short, crisp speech; response was made by Rev. G. S. F. Savage, D. D., of Chicago, of the board of trustees, and President Eaton read an interesting tribute from Dr. Horace White who was called away by the unexpected

death of his sister. Music was furnished by the Young Women's Glee Club, and the prayer of dedication was offered by Prof. Joseph Emerson, in whose honor the building was named, and who a few weeks ago celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his coming to Beloit.

The corporation dinner at which were present nearly seventy alumni, in addition to the graduates and invited guests, was served in the large 'rooms on the first floor of Emerson Hall, and closed the exercises of the week, a week which in

its absence of display, quiet and earnest appreciation and expression of faith and confidence in the character and ideals of Wisconsin's pioneer college, is a fitting rounding-up of the first year in Beloit's second half-century.

Milwaukee-Downer College.

At Milwaukce Downer College, Milwaukee, Wis., commencement was of unusual interest. A tract of ten acres of woodland has been purchased, and already the foundations of the new college buildings are laid. One of the features of the week was the laying the corner-stone of Merrill Hall. President Sabin performed the ceremony of using the trowel. Addresses were wade by Rev. W. O. Carrier, Rev. H. A. Miner, Mayor Rose and others. The baccalaureate sermon was a brilliant address delivered by Rev. N. D. Hillis, of Chicago. The ten members of the Seminary graduating class presented a pleasing program of essays, orations and readings, June 14. June 15 two students were graduated from the Ancient Classical Course. A A masterly address on The Gospel was delivered by Dr. John Faville.-Advance.




Ripon Commcement.

Ripon College celebrated its Commencement season this year under most favorable conditions. The weather was evidently made on purpose and the spirit of happiness and good cheer invaded the minds of those who gathered for this occasion. The largest class in the history of the Institution was graduated, consisting of nineteen members.

The Board of Trustees accepted definitely, the offer of one of its members, to give $15,000 toward the erection of a new Science Hall and they engaged to fulfill the conditions upon which this gift




was bestowed, viz: that $25,000 more be raised for the completion of the building and its proper endowment. Of this amount a considerable portion is in sight, and now comes word from Dr. Pearsons that he will pay the last $5,000. All friends of Ripon have, therefore, reason for rejoicing and hope in the future for the Institution. Yours truly,




C. T. Tracy.




Rev. Samuel Theodore Kidder, D.D.

His attendance upon the London Sunday-School Convention gives Mr. Kidder's co-editors of OUR modesty and picture his face for the satisfaction CHURCH LIFE the opportunity to circumvent his of the hundreds of readers of the paper, who, throughout its existence, have had the benefit of his fine taste and marked fitness for making the paper attractive and effective.

Samuel Theodore Kidder was born at Warsaw, N. Y., Dec. 27, 1848.

and at Andover Seminary in 1877, having taught Mr. Kidder graduated at Beloit College in 1873, in connection with Beloit College Academy.one year during his seminary course.

planning to enter the foreign missionary field. He He supplied one year at Saugus, Mass., while received the appointment of the American Board for service in Japan, but the state of his health at that time obliged him to abandon the cherished plan. His pastorates have been at Winnetka, Ill., 5 pears, Fond du Lac, Wis., over 8 years, and at Menasha, Wis., 5 years. For one year before going to Menasha, he served as Principal of Ashland Academy and joint supply of the Ashland church. Mr. Kidder received the honorary title of Doctor of Divinity in 1897 from Ripon College.

He has accepted a hearty call to the Ripon Church, one of the most important positions in the state, and enters upon this pastorate Sept. 1.

Samuel Theodore Kidder and Mattie E. Brainerd, of Beloit, were married at Hartland, Wis., Sept. 28, 1880. Their four children are Hattie Louise, Samuel Theodore, Mary Agnes and Charles Joseph.

Interesting Army Work.

Information comes from the Rev. George C. Haun, of Madison, to the effect that it is possible that he may go south and work in the camps of the United States army a month or six weeks, in connection with the International Home Department Association, of Boston. Mr. Haun will be pleased to forward to any who are interested enough to send for them, circulars explanatory of the work of "The Army Home Department." It is truly a great work and the reader of this should be interested to know more about it.

A little boy spent his first week at school. "Well; what did you learn?" was aunty's question. "Didn't learn anything." "Well, what did you do?"

"Didn't do anything. There was a woman who wanted to know how to spell 'cat;' and I told her."









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





District Missionaries:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DiSTRICT, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D.,. F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                          J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
      REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, *REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV. A .L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 
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The Congregational Home Missionary Society at Cleveland, June 7-9, had features of special interest.

The president, General O. O. Howard, whose face we will show in the August issue by courtesy of the Advance, is himself of marked interest both for his heroic past, and for his present devotion with Mr. Moody and others, to the religious welfare of our soldiers in camp. His empty sleeve is always eloquent. His kindly common sense and his enthusiastic leadership of a meeting make him a valuable presiding officer at these meetings. During the business session needlessly prolonged by a difference of opinion over methods of arriving at a result, upon which most were agreed, when the lawyers and others were on the border of a parliamentary tangle, General Howard abdicated the chair in favor of Vice-President Ford, Esq., apparently not caring to face the legal and other points, which led some one to remark facetiously that General Howard was never known to be scared by any one but a lawyer.

In a happy reference to the unifying effect of the present war, some one said that these troublous times had produced a new chemical compound, wherein the blue and the grey united produced the red, white and blue, warranted never to fade nor to




run.




The prominent theme of the programme was the city, as our great danger and our great opportunity-from the opening sermon by Dr. McLeod, of Brooklyn, to the closing addresses on The Twentieth Century City and Home Missions by Drs. Josiah Strong, Washington Gladden and R. R. Meredith.

Dr. Schauffler, with his thirty or more representatives of the Slavic department, with their addresses and songs, made a deep impression of the value and success of this department, which were the more emphasized in the minds of about 100 who accepted the invitation of Dr. Schauffler to visit the Bethlenem Bible and Missionary Training School, to partake of the fine lunch provided by the Ladies' Union of the Cleveland churches, and to listen to some special words as to the crisis of the institution, which was in danger of failing for lack of funds. For constitutional and financial reasons, the Home Missionary Societies, national and state cannot furnish financial aid, and the C. E. S. cannot see its way to assume any further financial burden. The only hope seemed to lie in the possibility that the Education Society could give its endorsement, and the Women's Unions could find some way to provide the needed funds as an extra. All agreed that some way must be found to maintain this important and successful institution, which has 10,000 Bohemians about it in the district of Cleveland which it occupies, and which has made marvelous headway against great obstacles within the past few years, thanks to the devotion of Dr. and Mrs. Schauffler and their co-workers.

Next to the city in prominence came the Western Reserve, as Rev. L. W. Bacon, D. D., of Norwich, Ct., and others, spoke of its remarkable history and molding powers. Dr. Bacon's grandfather, David Bacon, was one of the pioneers of this region, and settled Tallmadge in 1807, with the purpose of making it a model town}]religiously, and in all good ways. While Mr.




Bacon was disappointed in some of his high plans, he builded foundations that resulted in a town always noted in the lines of his hopes. The writer (born in this town as his mother was before him his grandmother having taught before her marriage to Alpha Wright, the first school in the place) was surprised to learn that no other town on the globe so far as reported, has been laid out after the Tallmadge plan. A township five miles square, one of the most beautiful on the Reserve (Mr. Bacon selected it for the best) laid out regularly with church, school-house and court house at the center with eight roads radiating from the center, four to the cardinal points of the compass, and four diagonals between, with two squares or roads encompassing the town, one square crossing the main roads 14 miles out, and the diagonals 14 miles out, making four corners at each crossing of the main road, and with other roads making six corners at each other crossing. The other square girts the town on its edges. According to the original plan, five parallel roads cross the town north and south and the same east and west,one each way and diagonals from corner to corner cross at the center. Dr. Barton called attention to the fact that the arrangement was such that no family need turn more than one corner to reach Church, and most could see the church spire or reach the church along their own streets. Although the numerous roads cut farms and increase work, the unifying effect of this unique plan is apparent in the history of the town both socially and religiously.

Such great inspirational gatherings are of inestimable value if but one in a life time can be attended since in all future reports of such gatherings and of the work of any given society the enthusiasm can more easily be awakened, and the leading speakers will be readily recalled. In addition to those already mentioned the attendants at Cleveland will be glad to recall Mrs. Caswell, Mrs. Alice Freeman Palmer, Mrs. Lydia Tichenor Bailey, Rev. Samuel H. Willey, D. D., commissioned fifty years ago by the Home Missionary Society for work in California where he still serves, also Secretaries Clarke, Choate, Puddefoot and Shelton of the east, Clapp of Oregon, Ma le of N. Dakota, Rees of Texas and Tompkins, the veteran, of Illinois; to say nothing of the honored representatives of the affliated societies, and Superintendent Eversy of the German Depart




ment.




The commodious church edifice, in which the meetings were held, where our Dr. Leavitt ministered for ten years, the young face of the present pastor, Rev. L. L. Taylor, a brother of Prof. Graham Taylor, and the pictured face of Rev. Charles Terry Collins, a former pastor, whose tablet describes him as the founder of Bohemian missions in America, the cordiality of the people, the reception by President Thwing and Adelbert University, with the other features mentioned, made the Cleveland meeting memorable.




North Wisconsin.




As requested by the North Wisconsin Home Missionary Society and others, the Executive Committee of the C. H. M. S. in view of the vacancy caused by the lamented death of Rev. Thos. G. Grassie, have asked Secretary Carter to assume the superintendency of the northern district with a district missionary to spend his time upon the field. With the concurrence of the Executive Committee of the State Society the plan is to be carried out. The selection of the district missionary will soon be reported. Correspondence concerning all parts of the state may, therefore be addressed to the Beloit office. It is expected to make no change in the North Wisconsin Society, until the state society is able to assume the financial burden which is now carried by the National Society for North Wisconsin. Meanwhile, as Mr. Grassie did for four years, the present secretary will report to New York as the National Society's superintendent for North Wisconsin while still reporting to the state committee for the rest of the state. His work will, therefore, need to be more strictly than ever that of superintending while the field work is done more exclusively by the district missionaries, as is the plan already inaugurated under our present policy. The secretary bespeaks the hearty and prayerful co-operation already assured and the frank suggestions of all, to the end that there may be no north, but that together we may win Wisconsin for the sake of the world-wide kingdom. In passing, for the sake of historical accuracy, and to correct a mistake made in the last annual report of the Board of Directors and elsewhere it is well to note that Rev. George A. Hood served as superintendent of North Wisconsin for something over two years from Sept. 1, 1886, Mr. Grassie's superintendency beginning Nov. 1, 1888.









[image: [blocks in formation]]


YOUNG PEOPle's work.




Since the last writing, Brodhead, Clintonville, Darlington, Elkhorn, Genesee, Iron River, Menominee, Necedah, New London, Springvale and Sharon C. E. Societies are added to Dr. Goddard's constituency. Pine River after a brief statement concerning the great need of the hospital building, Convention (Lemonweir) graciously voted the collection for this object. So far about fifty societies have nobly responded, still a hundred are unreported. We cannot build without your help. Surely you will not disappoint our friend at the front. Look in July number of Mission Studies for a picture of the new home at Inghok. Or if you do not already have it, send fifty cents and take the magazine for a year. ANNE B. SEWELL.
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Mrs. Henrietta Kennon, by Woman's Missionary Society of Menasha. Respectfully,

MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treas. W. W. H. M. U. We hope many of the women of the State are looking forward to the Annual Convention to be held in Sparta in September, and remember that the woman's missionary meetings are to held on Tuesday of Convention week, instead of Thursday and Friday as heretofore. We ought to make that one day a grand missionary rally day with the W. H. M. U. anniversary in the morning, the W. E. M. I. in the afternoon, and a rousing joint meeting with our brethren in convention in the evening. Further notice as to program will be given later.

Are the Congregational women of Wisconsin giving too much monev to the National Home Missionary Societies? According to the reports given by the woman's department of the Congregational Home Missionary Society our average is fifteen cents per member, for all National Societies.

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary--Miss Anne B.SeweLL,Stoughton. 
Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. 
Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit. 





The meeting for the Women's Societies at the Madison Dis-.. trict Convention held at Ft. Atkinson, May 18, was presided over by the District Secretary, Mrs. C. E. Warner. Miss Brandel, of Ft. Atkinson, read from the third chapter of Malachi, prayer by Mrs. Hadden. Mrs. Warner in a brief opening talk mentioned the value of Mission Studies in creating interest in missions, urging that a committee for soliciting subscribers be appointed in every Society, and also urged the forming of auxiliaries in churches where there are none. Miss Sewell made an earnest appeal for the relief of our over-burdened missionaries. A special plea for bringing in the tithes was made by both ladies: Mrs. A. J. Hutton spoke of the importance of interesting the children in missions, urging the Auxiliaries to mother the work in Mission Branch and J. C. E. Societies.




MISS MARY P. WRIGHT.




Since April this lady has been "among the churches." Prescott welcomed her to the Eau Claire Convention, and half a score of others were privileged with earnest addresses before she left us for the Iowa State meeting. Returning many another has been strengthened, the treasury has felt the impulse, and we hope still larger results may follow. May Miss Wright often visit us and may the churches be ready to receive her.
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MRS. A. T. STACY, Treas.




Ashland Academy.




Ashland Academy graduated four promising young people in June, one of them a daughter of Rev. S. E Lathrop. Secretary Clifton gave an excellent Commencement addresss. Ashland Academy, at last reports, was making gratifying progress with its attack upon the debt, with prospect of complete success before this date. Secretary Theodore Clifton has rendered heroic service.




Fires have caused great damage at Irvington, Kewaunee and in the Green Bay church.




Father Hubbard Honored.

WHEREAS, The Rev. George B. Hubbard has completed ten years of successful labor as pastor of this church, be it

Resolved, That this church do hereby bear testimony to the faithfulness of his service in its behalf and do extend to him its heartfelt thanks in appreciation of his blameless life and of his unfaltering devotion to the public ministry, and,

WHEREAS, It is known to be his intention to continue with us as church-member and citizen, be it further

Resolved, That the pleasant relations sustained these past ten years by him as our active pastor be also continued as far as possible; and that, to promote the same, this church by unanimous vote, do make the Rev. George B. Hubbard its pastor




emeritus.




My Faith.

BY WM. HAUGHTON.

It may not be that I attain 
  The victory long sought,- 
That all achieved by heart and brain 
 May be too dearly bought. 


And then, with life's meridian crost, 
 And near its setting sun, 


The night may close on labor lost, 
  The battle almost won. 


But no! each trial lifts the soul 
 To higher, holier ground, 
And somewhere on the heavenly scroll 
 My name will yet be found. 


I may not climb the heights above 
  By martyrs only trod, 
But I can follow Him I love 
 And lowly walk with God. 
And He who notes the sparrow's fall, 
  And guards the fledgling's nest, 
Will hear and answer when I call- 
 What matters all the rest. 


This faith my Rock; this hope my Star, 
 Wherever I may be- 


O soul thy birthright stretches far 
 To immortality. 


Rise from the narrower thought to this, 
 Whatever aim be thine,- 


'Tis fitness for the heavenly bliss, Which makes that bliss divine.




Retreat, Wis.









Life in Our Churches.

Clark County-Rev. John Willan, joint missionary of the W. H. M. S. and C. S. S. and P. S. Four Sabbath Schools were organized the past quarter. April was spent in preaching at twelve different points establishing the work already begun and opening new points. The Christians at Bobb's Mills are conducting four Sabbath Schools-their own in the morning and three others in the afternoon, four and five miles out.

On June 9, Bro. Willan began his first tent meeting of the season at Hewitt's. Eight were immersed, and twenty signed a covenant, expressing a desire for a Congregational Church. July 7 the tent was to be pitched at Schwamb, a large community without any preaching. Bro. Willan, in his zeal and wisdom, is likely to develop a work in his present extensive field even more remarkable than that in the Kickapoo valley.

Hadlock, yoked with Friendship, a new church of twelve members recently gave $12 for Foreign Missions.

Lac du Flambeau-Rev. S. N. Millard, pastor. A new meeting-house built at great sacrifice by the people was to be dedicated Saturday July 17th with the assistance of Supt. Carter and others.

Menasha-Rev. S. T. Kidder, pastor. Upon his visit July 3 Secretary Carter found an unusual proportion of children in the Congregation (credited in S. S. for attendance). In the kindergarten department of the S. S. in connection with the birthday offerings, occurred an impressive service of prayer (while they stood) for those who had the birthday. In the evening a patriotic service was held with rousing singing by the large chorus choir of boys, assisted in solos by Miss Richardson and Mr. J. R. Bloom. A strong testimonial to Mr. Kidder's valuable work was found in the kindly acquiescence of the people in his manifest destiny for the Ripon pastorate, while the mourning was general outside of his own church as well as in it, that church and town are to lose one who has been so important and beloved a factor in all that concerns their welfare.

Milwaukee, North Side-Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, pastor. Many besides the pastor and members of the church rejoice that the long hoped for aid to make possible the completion of their church edifice, is promised by the Building Society. The canvass will be pushed and the most deserving church will be put upon its feet for the larger work at its door, which its restricted quarters have prevented it from doing.

New Lisbon church-Rev. A. J. Arn, pastor, entertained Central District C. E. Union June 24-26,
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Potosi-Rev Aaron Breeze, pastor. Children's Day was duly observed at Potosi June 19 and at Br.tish Hollow June 26. The pastor preached to a good congregation at 11 a. m. at Potosi on The Possibilities of the Child" and in the evening the exercise was rendered "Nature's Praise." The exercises at British Hollow were enjoyed by a large gathering and the children performed their part nobly. Mr. Breeze preached to the Sunday School on July 3rd at British Hollow. Collections were taken at each place for Congregational S. School and Publishing Society.

Sparta-A parsonage fund has recently been started, and a birthday party in aid of it netted over eighty dollars. Dr. Crawford preached the commencement discourse before the graduating class of the High School at their request, the class numbering sixteen. He and his family are encamping in Leon for their summer vacation.

Union Grove-Rev. Victor Brown, pastor-The Congregational S. S., in connection with Children's Day services, observed the sixtieth anniversary of its organization with two of the charter members present, one who has been a continuous member. So far as known there are but four of the original members living. One is in Colorado and one in Kansas. Since The S. S. observed its fiftieth anniverary in 1888 there have joined the church on profession sixty-four from the S. S. Since the organization of the church six years after the S. S. was organized there have joined the Church on profession just 300 of which number 185 have come from the S. S. There have gone out from the S. S. three ministers of the Gospel and five minister' wives. Two foreign missionaries and nearly all of the professions have been represented from the district school teacher to the college professor. In the war of the rebellion our S. S. sent about forty young men to the front. We hope that the present war will be closed before our S. S. is called upon to send as many of its number. We are not aware that bu one has gone from our scholars. Although one that used to be one of our number has sent three sons to the front. The future is big with promise for the S. S. if its members but live near the Master and labor for the salvation of the children. At the communion service yesterday there were four received into the church-three from the outstation at Kansasville. All four on profession.

Wheaton-Rev. S. S. Vaughn, pastor, had a house-warming dedication of its new parsonage the last of June. Father A. Kidder, of Eau Claire, assisted as he has done in so many of the leading events in the church development of N. W. Wis.

Ministerial Movements.

Breeze, Rev. Emanuel, brother of Rev. Aaron Breeze of Po




tosi, has entered upon the pastorate of the Hancock and Coloma churches.

Buswell, Rev. J. O., of the Watertown Bible Institute, accepts his unanimous call to become pastor of the Union Church at Mellen in connection with the superintendency of evangelistic work as elsewhere described.

Dixon, Rev. J. A., closed his pastorate at Viroqua July 1st, greatly honored and beloved by the people. His health does not permit him to take another pastorate at present, and he removes with his family to Beloit, where his youngest daughter will continue her studies. His oldest daughter was among the first young ladies to graduate at Beloit College, at the last commencement, and will teach. Another daughter has a position in the Beloit public schools, and the son a graduate of Beloit, and a coming senior in Chicago Seminary, is supplying the Irvington Church for his vacation work.

Holmes, Rev. Henry, of Wauwatosa, has resigned. Kidder, D. D., Rev. S. T., of Menasha, accepts call to Ripon, to begin in the fall. Ripon church, college and community are to be warmly congratulated on filling this important position with such manifest fitness, and with no break after the long and honored pastorate of Pastor Richardson.

Lathrop, Rev. Stanley E., withdraws from the financial agency of Ashland Academy, finding the traveling life too taxing. He continues as Secretary of the Board of Trustees, and will continue his "Helping Hand" in the interests of the Academy. He is open to other calls for printing and other service. Porter, Rev. T. Arthur, accepts call to Lone Rock and Bear Valley and has already begun work there.

Stemen, Rev. J. A., of Minneapolis, is called by the Viroqua Church.

Stoddard, Rev. Wm., takes a vacation after his long ministerial life with honored pastorates in Southwest Wisconsin where he was one of the devoted pioneers in the old l-ad-mining region. He has always been greatly beloved and not least in his long service at Black Earth.

Williams, Rev. Harriet E., has closed a successful pastorate at Lone Rock and; ear Valley and accepts call to Black Earth, commencing work about middle of June.




Personal.




Rev. H. A. Miner, of Madison, addressed a union meeting for Christian Citizenship in the Presbyterian church. May 8, on the theme "Am I my brother's keeper?" Mrs. Miner visited among old parishioners in Menasha, with warm welcome,-of which she writes to the Northwestern Mail in recent issues.

Rev. Robert Nourse gave his admirable lecture on "Why I am not an Infidel," in the Congregational church, Menasha, May 24 leaving the same evening for Washington, haying preached the preceding Sunday in Appleton.

Lon J. Beauchamp, the temperance orator, campaigned in Wisconsin during May, speaking at Janesville, Hartland, Ft. Atkinson, Dodgeville, Palmyra, Eagle and Lake Mills.

Antigo has been visited by a destructive storm which did much damage, from which the Congregational property was thankfully spared.

Rev. Dr. E. G. Updike gave the Memorial day address at Sun Prairie.

Mrs. H. A. Miner, of Madison, and Mrs. Amy K. Morse, of Park Falls, were prominent delegates to the W. C. T. U. Convention at Chippewa Falls, May 24-25.

Dr. Edwin Ellis, of Ashland, Pres. Albert Salisbury, of Whitewater, and Mrs. E. A. Shores, of Ashland, were among the distinguished guests who took part in the various jubilee gatherings in Madison on semi-centennial week.

The fiftieth anniversary of Prof. Joseph Emerson, LL. D., as connected with Beloit College, was celebrated Tuesday, May 24, in the chapel, Prof. Porter pres ding. The program carried out was, "Invocation, Prof. Whitney; Address in behalf of the Faculty, Prof. R. C. Chapin; Address in behalf of the Students, P. H. Ralph, '98; Address in behalf of Alumni and Trustees, H. S. Osborne, '62; Response, Prof. Emerson.

MARRIED, in the Congregational Church, Granby, Que., on Wednesday, June 8, at noon, the Rev. Edward Munson Hill, of Montreal (Beloit College class of 1876) and Miss Jeanie Cora Miner, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henderson C. Miner, of Granby. At home, after Sept. 15, 25 Crescent St., Montreal. We desire to extend to Mr. and Mrs. Hill our very best wishes. MARRIED, at the Hanover Street Congregational Church, Milwaukee, Wednesday, June 8, by Rev. S. S. Mathews, Rev. Henry Louis Richardson, of Ripon, and Miss Anna Elizabeth Mathews; also, Mr. Harry Kilbourn King and Miss Mabel Babcock. OUR CHURCH LIFE offers sincere congratulations. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson will accompany Mr. Mathews on an European tour.

Horace W. Rose, of Fort Atkinson, (Beloit, '96), has been one of two state secretaries of the College Y. M. C. A. for Michigan.

Rev. O. C. Olds, missionary of the A. C. F. U., at Paniel, Mexico, (Beloit, '86) was lately set upon with stones while attempting evangelistic work in a rough mining town, but with characteristic courage, proposes to renew the gospel attack and win his way.

Rev. R. C. Denison, of Janesville, with his S. S. Supt. Wm. S. Jeffries, left July 4 for tor two months, visiting Paris, London, Italy and other points.









Midsummer Magazine of Fiction.

The August Ladies' Home Journal will be made up almost entirely of fiction. There are promised seven or eight short stories, in addition to Julia Magruder's serial, "A Heaven-Kissing Hill," which is brought to its conclusion in August. Julian Hawthorn, John Kendrick Bangs, Abbe Carter Goodloe, Clara Morris, Sewell Ford and others have contributed their best short stories, which are to be illustrated by the most popular American artists.

July Ladies' Home Journal.

The President on :orseback rides spiritedly across the cover of the July Ladies' Home Journal under his new flag, and his chief characteristics are detailed in an illustrated anecdotal biography, contributed by his nearest and most intimate friends. Very timely, also, is "The President's March," composed by Victor Herbert and designed to be played as a compliment to the head of the nation whenever he appears in public. At this time much interest will be taken in the original Declaration of Independence, now guarded from public gaze, which, with the original draft of the treasured document, is photographically reproduced in the July Journal by arrange. ment with the State Department.

On the editorial page Edward Bok writes for women and young men, and Miss Lilian Bell, who writes from St. Petersburg, tells of how she made a snap-shot photograph of the Czar of Russia. "Where Christmas is like the Fourth of July" describes a New Orleans Christmas, and "A Peace-Loving People" gives an interesting glimpse into the lives and customs of the quaint, picturesque Dunkers. "Sam Markham's Wife," Hamlin Garland's new Western story, and Julia Margruder's serial, "A Heaven-Kissing Hill," are strong fiction features. Mrs. S. T. Rorer writes on "Forty Kinds of Summer Sandwiches" and "The Best Foods for Stout and Thin Women," and other contributors also present articles of practical value and interest to women in the home. By the Curtis Publishing Company. One dollar per year; ten cents per copy.

The Outer a Symbol of the Inner Beauty.

An abstract of Rev. James McLaren's sermon upon the beautiful memorial windows recently placed in the First Congregational church, Racine.

Beauty has a legitimate place in the temple and worship of God. The temples of the old world were as beautiful as the wealth and genius of that world could make them. The temple of God was, if possible, more beautiful than the palace of the king, God's house was the very climax of ancient splendor. The temple of Belus at Babylon, of Iris at Memphis, of Diana at Ephesus, of Jehovah at Jerusalem were all marvels of wealth and splendor. They were the crystalized adoration and worship of the people. They were the people's highest thoughts of Jehovah built up in wood, stone, and precious jewels. And think, too, of the great cathedrals of Christendom which required centuries for their completion. Many of them-particularly, those of Rome, Milan Cologne and Moscow-were, and still are, miracles of beauty. Down to the days of the Protestant Reformation, the pomp and splendor of the house of God seemed to hold absolute sway over the minds of the people and until that time, was practically without opposition. But, with the Protestant Reformation, a reaction set in which reached its climax in Puritanism. The Puritan had no use for beauty in God's house and no place for it on his program of life. Those great creations of the fancy, the products of "artistic genius or dexterous skill" had certainly no place for the Puritan in the worship of God. All that was so exquisitely wrought in color, chiseled in marble or raised in the noblest and most inspiring forms of architectural wealth and grandeur had no more significance to the Puritan sight than the sweetest strains of music to his hearing. These he regarded as ministering only to the pleasure-loving parts of man's nature and not unto the deeper needs of the soul. That is why they melted down the worksthat were beautifully done in brass and crumbled marble slabs into powder and swept the most lovely stained-glass windows into fragments and tore the costliest pictures into shreds. They have not remembered, says Dr. Storrs, "that, to some minds, a relish for what is lovely in fancy and in art is as native as color to the violet, fragrance to the rose, or song to the bird; that God's own mind must eternally teem with beauty, since he lines with it the tiny sea-shell, and tints the fish and tones the hidden fibers of the trees and flashes it on breast and crest of flying birds and breaks the tumbling avalanche into myriads of feathery crystal and builds the skies into a rhythm that no thought can match. It has been a narrowness-though not without depth-for which the Puritan mind has suffered in the diminution of influence in the world."

But, in this rash and unwise course, the Puritan had not the authority of God's word; The Bible lays emphasis on beauty; some parts of it are like picture galleries. Beauty, in the old testament, is one of the principal attributes of Jehovah. "Mine eyes shall see the king in his beauty," "let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us," "worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness," "to behold the beauty of the Lord and to enquire in his temple." And recognizing. Him as a God of beauty the people applied all their skill in making his house beautiful, so




they interpreted the mind of God. Hear what Isaiah believes to be the voice of Jehovah; "Iwill make thy windows of agate. The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary," and Ezra says: "Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers who hath put such into the king's heart to beautify the house of the Lord." Think of the temple with windows of agate! Agate was regarded as one of the richest jewels of earth-the secor stone in the third row of the jeweled breast-plate of the high priest and was so placed and worn by command of God. According to His word then, God approved of beauty in His temple. That is not strange seeing that beauty is a part of Himself He clothes the world with beauty for our eyes to behold and our souls to enjoy. Frederick Robertson speaks of nature as "the visible robe in which the all beautiful arrays His mysterious loveliness." Think with what exquisite beauty He tints the sea-shell and colors the rose and paints the lily. This beauty is an expression of the mind and heart of God just as the picture is an expression of the mind and heart of the artist and this beauty is also an expression of thought. The dewdrops are God's thoughts in pearls, the flowers are His thoughts in bloom, the stars are God's thoughts in lightand man is His thought in love.

But this visible is intended to be only a symbol of the invisible beauty. It is a means to an end. The beauty of the perishable form suggests the beauty that is imperishable and can never, never die. What is God's church? Certainly, not, the building in which people meet together. We often confound God's house in the real sense, with the building in which we meet to worship Him; This was the Universal blunder of the old world-confounding the symbol with the reality. The old testament displays the symbol, the new testament lifts us to the thing symbolized-the reality. "Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit." "For ye are the temple of the living God; as God said, I will dwell with them and walk in them," the Jewish mind centered in externals, the Puritan mind discarded them entirely. Only those thrilling demonstrations of outward power and splendor could reveal Jehovah to the Jew, and only the consciousness of inner righteousness and inner beauty could reveal him to the Puritan. Both were extreme. Between these extremes there is a true medium. Beauty and goodness are one. Both are attributes of God. He has united them; "what, therefore, God hath joined together let not man put asunder."

No house can be too beautiful for God's service. The temple at Jerusalem was not too good to dedicate to Jehovah. But the end was lost in the means. In the beauty of the architecture, the costly wood, the seven times refined gold, the curtains needle wrought, the brilliant colors, the gorgeous robes, the grand music rising from a well-trained chorus of four thousand voices, charmed and held the people in its dazzling splendor. But it did little more than that. God intended all of these varied objects of visible beauty as stepping-stones to the higher invisible beauty;-the beauty of the soul's temple. By those garments wrought in pure gold, God would remind them of the more beautiful robe of his righteousness. The king's daughter arrayed in things so beautiful without must also be glorious within. By the jewels flasbing upon the breast-plate of the high priest, He would remind the people that they should strive to be his in that day when He makes up His jewels. By those beautiful windows He would remind them of the windows of the soul which were made to admit the light of God. As the curtains were drawn and the sunlight filled the temple with the radiance and beauty of the physical light, so the curtains are to be removed from the windows of the soul that the purer spiritual light of Heaven may stream in and fill God's temple— the soul-with its infinite beauty.

In this way we get at Paul's real meaning where he says; "Christ loved the church and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water of regeneration by the word; that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing but that it should be holy and without blemish before him." In this sense the Bible is a veritable picture gallery of beauty, for it speaks of the beauty of the redeemed and regenerated soul. It is in character that Jesus is the rose of Sharon and the lily of the valley the chiefest among ten thousand and the one altogether lovely. In this sense, too, his parables are pictures of beauty because they illustrate principles of truth and righteousness. "The ideal of beauty is simplicity in repose."

Beautiful hands are those that minister unto the needy; beautiful feet are those that run upon errands of mercy; beautiful words are those that are kindly spoken; beautiful faces are those that beam with the light and love of Heaven; beautiful lives are those that are lived in the interest of others, and patterned after the Christ life.

Let us hope that these beautiful windows may be an expression of lives that are still more beautiful. They bring to mind thoughts tender and sweet. Some of the names written upon them are names of those no longer with us in the flesh. They are in the better land and earth and Heaven are united. These beautiful windows are silent but eloquent preachers. They tell us that, as the rays of the natural sun streaming through them, beautify the visible temple, so the beams of the Sun of righteousness may shine through the windows of the soul to enlighten and to beautify the temple of the living God.









God's Signal to Willing Souls.

"Truth is mighty and must prevail," because God is its author, and has so ordained. Much more rapid progress would be made however, if all who hear the Christian name would believe in the practical leadership of the "Captain of our Salvation."

A single illustration will suffice for our present purpose, which is to encourage the Christian young men and women of Wisconsin, to appropriate God, whose spirit will guide every willing and obedient soul. Soon after David was crowned king over all Judah and Israel the Philistines came in great numbers to annoy and crush him. But David's strength was in God. He would not move until he had well-grounded assurance that He would deliver them into his hand. Once defeated the Philistines rallied again, and took a stand, doubtless thinking that having become acquainted with David's tactics, they would surely defeat him. It was a most critical time. Again the king of Judah and Israel inquired of the Lord, and in reply a resort to strategy was suggested. He should not go out directly, as at first against the enemy, but "fetch a compass behind them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees," and surprise the dangerous foe. But not even then could they prevail in their own strength. They must wait for the divine signal, when God saw they were ready to cooperate with him; He must go before, they must follow. "And let it be that when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself, for then the Lord goeth before the to smite the host of the Philistines. And David did so, and smote the Philistines from Geba till thou comest to Gazer."

What we need as individual Christians, and as churches, organized to do service for God, more than anything else, is to get into a condition to recognize the divine signal. Never before were our churches so blessed with wealth, and buildings and facilities for Christian work as today; never before so well organized. But defeat after defeat is reported with only now an i then an instance of magnificent victory. Is not the reason this-that we are depending upon our wealth, and material equipment, and popular favor, rather than evidence that we are ready to work with God, and that He must and will go before us to do the smiting? That sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, or what is equivalent to it, we must have or fail. If God does not give us the signal that He is ready to go before us, it is of no use to go. But that signal is the signal that He knows we are trusting in His divine efficiency, and are ready to follow Him.




Let us see what this means:




First. It means that our purpose shall be, the establishment of His Kingdom in the lives of men. Had David had any other purpose it would have been of no use to enquire of God whether he should go up against the Philistines. What right have I, or my brethren and sisters in the church, to ask God to grant us favor to establish a little social club for our own safety and enjoyment, when he has said, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every Creature?" Jesus impressed upon his followers the fact that he came to seek and save the lost, and as fast as men became his disciples, imbued with his spirit they became soul-winners, whatever their occupation. Andrew finds his brother Simon, and Philip finds his iriend Nathanael, and each is made acquainted with Jesus. At a later time seventy disciples go out two by two, to awaken people to the fact that the Christ had come. Surely the establishment of the Kingdom or rule of Christ over the lives of men was their ruling passion. Whoever saw a Christian or church with such a purpose, that was not greatly blessed of God? Happy, consistent, powerful in influence they are the salt of the earth, and, under Christ, the Saviours of men. tice, if such be our purpose, it will not be narrow in scope, selfish in design, or bigoted in conception. I mean it will not simply work to build up ones own church, but, overstepping all denominational bounds, will, while strictly loyal to its own, find fellowship with every other true church of Christ cherishing a like purpose, and will work in delightful harmony with all the faithful in accomplishing a common end, the establishment of the rule of Christ over the lives of men. This is possible. This is necessary. It has been the writer's privilege in union efforts now in progress to witness a sight, over and over again, that angels love to behold. It is this, a Congregationalist, a Methodist, a Baptist, forgetting for the time being, denominational preferences, working together for the conversion of a friend, satisfied with evidence of his acceptance of Christ as his personal Saviour, and willing that he become affiliated with the church of his deliberate choice. This is as it should be. This secures concentration of spiritual power, and the highest respect for the church as a whole in the community.




But no




Second. It means that all our methods and means be scriptural. The efforts of a church at soul-saving are sometimes utterly frustrated by its methods of doing business, and the means employed to raise money for church expenses. Now we have the absolute promise that if we seek first, (uppermost and always) the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all necessary material blessing shall be added. If this is not true, if when the conditions are met, the promise is not fulfilled, then Christianity should be renounced and the church abolished. But it is true, so true that the challenge may be safely given for any one to show a single instance, where the conditions




have been complied with, and the promise not fulfilled. In every instance I have ever known where it was extremely difficult to furnish a decent support for a pastor, or raise money for church building or repairs, or other necessary expenses, the spiritual life of the church was low, dead or nearly so, though having a name to live. It is true that sometimes a living church has erred, in going beyond its natural resources in the matter of church expenses. As a rule, no community should aspire to have a costlier church building than it is able and willing to pay for. Where this rule is violated, the law against covetousness is violated, and how absurd it is to ask God to gratify our pride by sending us gifts from the consecration of others. "Keep within your means," is a rule as valuable for churches as for individuals. The natural scriptural method of raising money for the Lord's work, is by free will offerings, always joyfully made where a commendable state of grace prevails; always grudgingly given, or withheld where zeal for soul-saying is absent. Then a resort to worldly and unchristian methods is made. Socials, so named as to attract a crowd, with exercises calculated to please but not to profit; schemes and inducements to lead those who attend to part with their money; guess cakes, and pools, and other incipient forms of gambling. Verily the dog has returned to his vomit, and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire." Lo! the Bride of Christ, with affections perverted, intoxicated with worldly pleasures, with polluted robes, has lost her power and influence among men. This is the condition that some of our churches both in city and country are found in today. God cannot use them, the world despises them. Like salt that has lost its savor, they are literally trodden under foot of men.

O, backslidden brother! O, perverted and unhappy sister! repent, and do thy first works! Get right with God, and listen for the sound of a going-God's signal that because you are ready, He is ready to go before you and smite the unright eous foe. Return to the scriptural methods of free-will offerings for the support of the Lord's work. Be in the work and of the work, and as sure as the inexorable divine decrees, there will be no lack of necessary funds. Every spiritually active church that is seeking to save the lost, will verify this statement. But much depends upon right methods of doing church business. I must be systematic. The church which teaches the religion of Jesus must itself be exemplary. Promptness in meeting all financial obligation is necessary not only as a religious principle, but to command the confidence of the people. The treasurer's book, and all records, should be open to inspection at all times. Whatever worthy system seems best adapted to a particular locality should be adopted, and can be worked if kindly and persistently urged.

Third. It means that we must be very keenly sensitive to the impulses of the spirit of God. I have said that the "sound of a going," is the signal that God sees we are ready to act with Him. "As many as are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God." "The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God." Paul exhorts Christians to have the mind of Christ, and to discern the will of God. Only by prayer and the word of God can this mind and will become ours. Every one who studies the word of God with the purpose to obey so far as duty is made lear, will surely become more and more sensitive to the impulses of God's spirit. I know of a skeptic, who since the beginning of this year was convinced without argument of the truth of Christianity and gave himself to Christ by simply consenting to take a few specified Bibles references and carefully read them. He read and pondered until abort two o'clock in the morning, and the next day announced himself a believer, and now testifies, with beaming face, of his hope in Christ. Bible-reading, obedient, duty-loving, soul-seeking Christians will hear "the sound of a going." In other words, if we are ready to work and willing to work for God, He will in his own good way show us how and when. His spirit will prompt, and lead us out in joyful co-operation with the living Christ in establishing his rule over the lives of




men.




Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound: they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they rejoice all the day; and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted."




Ordinations.




Thompson, Carl D., June 7, at Sharon, Wis., where he has been supplying in connection with his Seminary course at Chicago and where he now settles. Sermon by Rev. S. P. Wilder. Other parts, Rev. Messrs. S. C. Haskin, E. L. Benson, L. Ford, WID. Moore and R. L. Cheney.

Moore, John Wright, Council for ordination at Liberty Church, Kenosha, is called for July 19.




Personal.




Bliss, Rev. F. C., has begun his pastorate at Plymouth, Father Hubbard remaining as pastor emeritus.

Davidson, Rev. W. E., formerly Delavan, rejoices to be able to be at work again, and supplies Genesee temporarily.




WANTED.-The name and address of every Christian in the world to organize The Christian League. Address Secretary, Post Office Box 1496, New York City.
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*A fair, New England girl, in youth's sweet morn, With visions bright of earthly love and fame,

One who to luxury and ease was born

But gave herself to God in Jesus' name,

There came to her the thought, "a debt of love I owe,

"To heathen souls, who no such blessing know."

In her own quiet room, she knelt

With words of consolation, deep and true;

A blessed, unseen presence there she felt,

It was her living Savior then she knew.

Then, forth across the ocean's waves she went, 
Feeling by God's commission she was sent. 


Her earthly life was brief, but full of peace. 
Some said, "A waste! a waste! too great a price 
Has here been paid for work so soon to cease; 
God never asks for such a sacrifice as this." 
An ocean islet long has held her dust, 
Where she gave up her life in joyful trust. 
But the sweet story of her life has thrilled 
The hearts of many maidens in our land, 
Who with true missionary zeal were filled. 
 They, too, went forth, a consecrated band, 
 To lost ones bore the story from above 
 Of an Almighty Savior's dying love. 


 A noble youth who knelt at learning's shrine 
Heard a strange voice that whispered to his heart,- 
"Honor and fame of earth thou must resign, 
Thee I have chosen for a better part. 
Go bear my message to the heathen lost!" 
The mission he fulfilled nor spared the cost. 


To Burmah's sons he gave God's holy word 
In their own tongue, and by its precious lore 
Ne v hopes and aims were in them stirred, 
And by its light they saw the open door 
Which was the entrance to a life divine, 
Whose blessed beams shall ever on them shine. 


 And one I knew possessed of worldly store. 
To her the question came, “"What owest thou?" 
She answered, "I owe all I have and more," 
And gave her earthly wealth in solemn vow. 
Now joyful ones by help of her behest 


Are teaching heathen souls of Christ and rest.

§ From out these college walls there went a youth

With burning zeal and faith inspired;

To Africa he bore God's word of truth

Nor was he of his loving labor ever tired,

But preached and taught with hope and holy cheer,

Till called to service in a higher sphere.

I ask my secret soul, "What owest thou?”

Oh mayest thou so obey God's great command, 
That sometime, in His bright eternal now 
Where thou art dwelling in that better land, 
When thou by faith, the victory has won, 


Thou'lt hear the Savior's blessed words, "well done."

Each one must must have his own Gethsemane, 
Must cheerfully and humbly bear the cross, 
Before his vision will be clear to see 


That life for Christ is gain and never loss.

Then will he work with earnest heart and voice, 
That heathen souls may, too, in Christ rejoice. 


Oh God, our souls with holy oil anoint,




A sense of high commission on us lay;




To each his work of sacrifice appoint;

For this with consecrated heart we pray.

Then shall we learn with hope and faith to give, And know the only way to truly live.
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MRS. C. T. TRACY,




Two Rivers Song.

BY J. N. DAVISON.




Ripon College.




Where music of pines blends with roar of the lake, 
And foam-crested billows on roughened sands break; 
Where suns rise in splendor on Michigan's breast 
And sink in the glory of bright skies to rest;— 
        There, there, there's my home; 


        There lingers my heart's-love, wherever I roam. 
There pillars of gold guard the temple of day: 
There light on the waves shows their joy and their play. 
Then darkening shades o'er the great waters creep 
And stars mark the hours when the weary may sleep. 





CHORUS.




Though fierce blows the wind of the winter's wild storm. 
Our men, bold to brave it, have hearts true and warm. 
In homes safe and sheltered a softened light gleams 
And falls on the face of the babe as it dreams 





CHORUS.




O sweet is the breath of the summer so mild,

And joyous the song of the glad-hearted child 
Who plays where the wild roses bloom on the shore, 
And hare-bells keep watch as the white sea-birds soar. 





CHORUS.




There rivers first blend, and then give to the sea Their waters-themselves. Be this lesson for me. Who loseth life findeth, the Master hath said. He taught by the sea, and I walk where he led! Lincoln's birthday, 1898.




Peace.




BY WILLIAM HAUGHTON.

There is no joy that love bestows, 
   No boon to mortals given,- 
There is no balm that trouble knows 
To bring the weary heart repose 


    Like peace-the peace of heaven- 
As when upon her gentle breast 
A mother rocks her babe to rest. 
Mine is no dream of earthly bliss, 
    No longing for delight- 


I ask my Father only this, 
Whatever else in life I miss, 


    The song that glads the night,— 
And waiting for the dawn to break, 
I know to endless peace I'll wake. 


Why should I spend my strength for naught 
    In ceaseless toil and strife- 


And what is fame, so madly sought, 
Or earthly wealth too dearly bought 
    That kills the nobler life. 


For me I'll meet my Father's will 
And on His heart lie hushed and stilll. 


Viroqua, Wis., July 1898.




Suppose.




WRITTEN FOR OUR CHURCH LIFE.

Suppose life's darkest shadow, 
Crosses your path in prime of life, 


Just as you'd reached the topmost round

And ready for the strife;

Suppose you must downward climb, 
That ladder round by round, 


Until almost disheartened,

You've nearly reached the ground. 
Suppose for your misfortune, 
Your friends have turned to foes, 
Oh; do not be discouraged, for, 
God sees, He knows. 


Suppose ambition lured you, 
To aim high at the stars, 
Instead of hitting Saturn 
You only hit old Mars; 


Suppose your dream of greatness, 
And the laurels you would win 
Has turned your gold-lined goblet 
Into a cup of tin; 


Suppose that death bas entered 
To add unto your woes, 
Oh; do not be discouraged, for, 
God sees, He knows. 


Suppose that sad affliction 
Has chained you like a slave, 
And like water, disappointment 
Rolls o'er you wave by wave. 
Suppose the cloud with a silver lining, 
You have looked for long in vain, 
And when you hoped for sunshine, 
There came nothing down but rain. 
Suppose your life is weary, 


Of each day as it comes and goes, 
Oh! do not be discouraged, for, 
God sees, He knows. 





Elroy, Wis., June 12, 1898.




Dates to Remember.

JULY 19-29-Monona Lake S. S. Assembly.




F. T. FIELD.
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From the Churches.




H. C. TODD.




BIRNAMWOOD. Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, pastor, much beloved by his people, is enjoying vacation in Ohio-will probably be absent four weeks. The church is making some needed repairs and expects soon to have a comfortable parsonage.

BRUCE. A new spire has been erected and other necessary improvements have been made. Pastor Mark W. Williams enters upon another year of hard work, hopeful of greater blessings. Appolonia and several out-stations are included with the field.

CURTICE. At present without a pastor but endeavoring to sustain themselves in good works. The past year has been a season of trial of faith which should inspire such godliness and fellowship as would make them strong.

ELAND. The youngest church in the North-Eastern Convention makes cheering report of purposes for the future and glories in the opportunities about them for larger work. Pastor mith is much encouraged by this faithful band of workers.

EAGLE RIVER. The meeting house has just received a new coat of paint. At a recent meeting of the Boy's Missionary Society, the money in the treasury was voted to be sent to various benevolent societies including the Red Cross, to aid the soldiers in Cuba.

RHINELANDER. Rev. Geo. H. Kemp pastor, recently spent two weeks in Chicago. Financial affairs are cleared up and prospects seem good for a large advancement.

WEST SUPERIOR. At present without a pastor but expecting to secure the man for the place soon.




FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.




Miss Mary Page Wright has spent some time lately visiting churches in North Wisconsin in the interests of the American Board. A day or two was given to Clintonville, Eagle River, Birnamwood, Norrie and Rhinelander. Reports from the churches indicate that good results have come from these visits. The first week in July Miss Wright will visit Ashland and probably other churches in the vicinity.




METHODS.




How to keep in touch with absent members, increase Christian fellowship, encourage Christian sympathy, keep the memory and work of the departed members lovingly in mind and lift the church up into heavenly places, getting out of ruts, into experience of spiritual enjoyment without gush and pretence, is practically met by a custom enjoyed in one of our churches, as follows:

The prayer-meeting evening following the communion season is devoted to celebrating the anniversary of the reception of members into the church. Letters are sent out by the pastor to all the members who were received into membership the same month of the year, notifying them that their anniversary is to be celebrated and requesting them to testify by letter or in person, regarding their personal experience since they became christians, mentioning incidents in their lives that have been specially helpful or trying, and by giving some account of what the Lord has done for them and what they have done for Him the past year. The results have been most gratifying, absent members have written letters powerful enough to stir all hearts.

"Have I been a Christian so many years?" "I ask myself, is it possible that I have neglected my spiritual interests so much?" "I must acknowledge that I have not been such a Christian as I ought to be and am not worthy of the name," are among the expressions that come in letters as well as others that are full of praise, gratitude and exhortation.

Those who have been careless and neglectful of Christian duties are once more inspired to new purposes and determine anew to come up to Christian privileges giving warm testimony of their purpose, and are wonderfully helped when one and another of the faithful ones offer prayer for those who have expressed themselves. Others bring to mind those who have gone up higher, two or three will say something of their character and work, then somebody prays for their families that remain. Those who have been dismissed by letter, who were received as members the month of the anniversary, are remembered in prayer or spoken of. Former pastors, their families and work is not forgotten. Those who have had some trying or blessed experience come and without formality or egotism tell their joys and sorrows, enter into the experience of others and get close to the heart of things.

True, some of this is not new, but the fact that these things are done in this way and a specialty is made of the anniversary time for the different members seems to compel a personal submission to the Spirit and He leads.




As I write this I am thinking of these questions. How many members in our churches know how long they have professed to be Christians, and do they know of any results! How many know all the members of their church and what their Christian life is. How many have honestly rejoiced or wept with the other members of the church to which they belong. How many know anything of the trials that others bear and inspire such confidence that the burdened will come to them and go away comforted.

Surely the celebration of our spiritual birthday, the anniversary of our public confession of Christ and reception into the visible church, the Christian family, must help to bring about just what these questions suggest and with joyful singing, prayers and thanksgiving make the churches to be spiritual powers in the community and the world.




MAKE A BUSINESS Of it.




To be a Christian and obtain heaven and eternal life, you must make a regular business of it every day. But if you want to be a sinner and obtain eternal death and hell, just neglect to do right. Weeds and briars will grow without toil; but to raise good things we must make a business of it, and God has told us that the first and most important business of life is to fear God and obey Him and save our souls from hell. Jesus, at 12 years old, was found in the temple about His Father's business. Your soul will soon starve without daily bread from God.-American Friend.




[image: [merged small][merged small][ocr errors]]


The New Church at New London.

It seems but a few months ago since New London was rejoicing in a new pastor then installed-a Wisconsin boy, of Wisconsin's best Christian stock, trained in a Wisbonsin Congregational church and a Wisconsin college, and in the Seminary to which Wisconsin is chiefly tributary. It was auspicious and has proved the blessing it promised. A little later there was a new pastor's wife in New London, highly approved of all. Something later there was a beautiful parsonage built in New London, at "Hill View Place." Then a little while and there was a fine new baby in the new parsonage, Latest of all these stands in New London a fine new brick church, with stone trimmings, architecturally comely, commodious and convenient to aid the work of God in adaptation to all the modern methods of church work and be a broad blessing to all the community.

It was dedicated in all day jubilee on June 8. The tasteful program contains etchings and half-tones of the church and parsonage and pastor as well as one of the old building moved away. The architects were Messrs. Buemming and Dick of Milwaukee. The windows of beautiful stained glass were presented by the young ladies of the "Church Nest-Egg Club" and were made by Ford Eros. of Minneapolis. The most beautiful of these, the memorial of Mr. and Mrs. McDonough, is a fine representation of Hoffman's "Christ in Gethesemane." The programs, gratuitiously furnished by the New London Tribune, contain a historical sketch of the church organization and pastorates. The building was dedicated debt-free. part of the expense having been afforded by an opportune legacy from Mr. and Mrs. J. W. McDonough.

Delightful music accompanied the services, with solos by local talent of marked ability and a chorus choir led by Pastor Millard. The act of dedication was in unique and impressive form. In the afternoon, an address of welcome was given by the pastor and a sermon preached by Rev. Dr. Geo. H. Ide on "The Magnetism of Personal Influence." The other addresses were "What Winnebago (convention) Thinks about It," by Dr. S. T. Kidder, and "From a Neighbor's Point of View," by Rev. W. A. Gerrie, Clintonville; Rev. Jos. Herbert, Royalton; and Rev. S. C. Robinson (M. E.) New London.

An elegant banquet was served by the ladies at the tea hour, and in the evening after listening to Handel's "The Heavens are Telling." by the choir, addresses were given on "The Church as a Social Center, by Rev. H. H. Jacobs, Milwaukee; "What Next?" by Rev. John Faville, Appleton: "What Congregationalism Stands for," by Rev. S. S. Mathews, Milwau kee. The New London folk are to be congratulated.
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We are the original manufacturers of portable Vapor Baths.

We have, during the last ten years, supplied thousands of our Baths to physicians, hospitals, sanitariums, etc., and we are now, for the first time, advertising them direct to the general public. Get one with a

IN BUYING A 
VAPOR BATH 





steel frame that

stands on the

floor. If a man




ufacturer doesnot show you a cut of the frame without the covering, you may take it for granted that his "Steel Frame" is a wire hoop that rests on the shoulders of the bather.

Get one that is covered with proper material. Insist on seeing a sample of material before ordering. We make our own covering material and print it with a handsome "all over" pattern of Niagara Falls.

Get one with a thermometer attachment. Don't go it blind-a bath that is too hot or not hot enough will be of no benefit to you.

Get one that you can return and have your money back if not satisfactory in every way. Send for sample of material and interesting booklet that will tell you all about Vapor Baths.

Vapor Baths are an acknowledffed householdnecessity. Turkish, Hot Air, Vapor,Sulphur or Medicated Baths at Home, 3c. Purifies system, produces cleanliness, health, strength. Prevents disease, obesity. Cures Colds, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, LaGrippe, Malaria, Eczema, Catarrh, Female Ills, Blood, Skin, Nerve and Kidney Troubles. Beautifies Complexion.
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"O thou soldier of Christ! Lay thy wea pons down,

And thy Lord's hard work let another share,




"To the conflict again, I will be thine aid, I will victory give, thou shalt win the race!"




Then the soldiers of Christ took his weapons once more,

For his Master's love was his soul's strong stay,

And the enemy heard, when the soldier
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Why struggle to gain an uncertain crown? CATARRH INHALER




Fold thine arms and rest, nor the cross
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FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper. CURES BY INHALATION, And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897. "It cured me in three days of a stubborn oongh. 1 believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and RheumaW. C. DANNAL80% tism." "Your ISAAC MILLER. Clay City, Ind., writes: Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.] SPECIAL OFFER:

I will for a short time mail any reader of this paper my new Inhaler with Medicine for one year on three day's trial free.

If it gives satisfaction, send me $1.00, if not return it. Send for it pow. Address, DR. E. J. WORST, Box Ashland, Ohio
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Three Opinions:

"The CHICAGO RECORD is a model newspaper in every sense of the word.". Harrisburg (Pa.) Call.

"There is no paper published in America that so nearly approaches the true journalistic ideal as The CHICAGO RECORD." From "Newspaperdom" (New York).

"I have come to the firm conclusion, after a long test and after a wide comparison with the journals of many cities and countries, that The CHICAGO RECORD comes as near being the ideal daily journal as we are for some time likely to find on these mortal shores."-Prof. J. T. Hatfield in The Evanston (III.) Index.

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison-st.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, 
on good wedding stock, 





Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, en- 
close the money, and the cards 
will be forwarded promptly. 





sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. oys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 


West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 





A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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Offers high grade Courses, with ample electives, leading to the degrees of B. A., Ph. B., and B. S.

Emerson Hall

The beautiful new building f. r the Young Women of the College, amply providing for every comfort and convenience, will be dedicated at Commencement and

Chicago & North-Western Ry. Opened for Use

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager.




W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and OHIME BELLS. 
   BATME 





At the Beginning of the FALL TERM.
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VOL. IV.




THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




Dates to Remember.




SEPTEMBER 20-22-State Con

vention at Sparta.




SEPTEMBER 20-Annual Meeting of Wisconsin Branch W. B. M. I.




SEPTEMBER 21, WED., P. M.-United Anniversaries of Home Missionary Societies of Wisconsin.




OCTOBER 4-7-Annual Meeting of the American Board at Grand Rapids, Mich.




OCTOBER 25-27-Annual Meeting of the American Missionary Association at Concord, N. H.
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




WISCONSIN.




NO. 10.
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Our

Church

Life.




●wns and operates 6,154 miles of 
    thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It: traverse the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




Find pardon, comfort, hope and peace. 
And often may these walls resound 
With praises of a: avior found. 





Our father's God, thou God of Grace, 
Fix here, we pray, thy dwelling place. 
Here may thy saints with glad acclaim, 
Sing praises to the Savior's name. 





And when on earth our work is done: 
When slowly sinks life's setting sun; 
May we on high the praises sing 
Of Him who did salvation bring. 
                           S. N. MILLArd. 





FRANK S. BOARDMAN. HARRY B. BOARDMAN




Boardman




Engraving Co. co.




North Dakota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers




per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN 
CENTRAL 
 LINES 





A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





Catalogue Cuts a Specialty.

Now located in the New Cawker Building, Corner West Water and Wells Streets.




Milwaukee,














Wis.




COMPLETE




WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.




W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 





Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 
                                 REV. Dr. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 


  S. w. Cor. Main & 80 Sts.. Louisville, Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St., Chi., III. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                                One fee registers in both offices 
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The National Council.

DIST. MISS. F. N. DEXTER.




The Winnebago District Convention having chosen your District Missionary as one of its delegates to the National Council at Portland, Oregon, he decided to take his vacation and the trip west together. Early Monday, July 4th, Deacon J. O. Myers, representing Milwaukee Convention, and the writer started together, going via the C. M. & St. P. R. R. to St. Paul, and thence west over the Great Northern. How beautiful Wisconsin seemed that day, and how pleasantly the hours sped by as Deacon Myers recounted his early experiences establishing post offices and routes in the early days of our state. Westward we sped along the banks of the grand Mississippi; through St. Paul and Minneapolis, across Minnesota, with its fields waving with grain just ripening, and past its myriad lakes. It is a beautiful state, it looks so much like our own Wisconsin ! Yet it lacks the finish of Wisconsin beauty of lake and forest and hill. The interminable stretches wearied one iron horse after another, but westward we hasted passing over the rolling prairies, and into the broad billowy plains of Dakota, crops getting thinner, homes less pretentious and villages smaller, as we left Minnesota far in the east. Still westward through Montana into Idaho, and over the Rockies, the general elevation being so high that the mountains seemed disappointingly small at first. We saw vast herds of horses and cattle, a large number of "stations" consisting of two posts with a board across from one to the other, bearing the name of the place, plus one red house where the "section boss" had his dwelling, and we began the descent towards Spokane. Climbing the mountains our train needed two large engines. At Spokane we separated, Deacon Myers going across via the "Oregon short

line," to Portland, but the writer still pushing

westward through Washington to Puget Sound. He was glad he went the long way, for west from Spokane the scenery was much more picturesque, than in the east. The passage of the Cascades and the upper waters of the Columbia being especially to be remembered.

I cannot stop to speak of the beauties of Seattle and Tacoma, with glorious snow-capped Mts. Baker and Rainer overtopping the Cascade Range in the east and the snow-covered Olympian and coast ranges in the west, as we sped southward to Portland.

We had been led to expect great things of Portland hospitality, but "the half had not been told us." It was ideal. The pastor of Portland First Church, Rev. A. W. Ackerman, a seminary classmate of mine, with his efficient corps of workers did much in the way of preparation towards making the Council the great success it was.




NO. 10.




The Wisconsin delegation, so far as we met them, were Dr. and Mrs. Updike, Madison; Rev. and Mrs. Ferris, of Columbus; Dr. Faville, of La Crosse; Miss Simmons, of Beloit; Rev. E. A. Childs, Endeavor, and Deacon Myers, Wauwatosa.

The attendance was larger than most people expected, there being over 215 delegates present, and many of the Home Missionary heroes who are building up a kingdom in the west, were able to be present, as well as a goodly number of men of national reputation.

In the brief space allowed me I cannot do more than refer to salient features of the program. There was a deep devotional spirit manifested. It was evident that the Council was impressed by the thought that we were doing the Lord's business. For this reason the sessions were unusually long and very full, and a serious spirit prevailed. Another marked feature was the spirit of fraternal love manifested.

The key note of all the sessions was "How can We Best Work for the Advancement of Christ's

Kingdom." We heard much of federation and

combination of denominations and of benevolent

societies for economical administration of the kingdom.

Some important actions taken were;

1. Advising the benevolent societies to combine in annual meetings, so that only two would be held in a year, one in the east and the other in the west. The American Board and the American Missionary Association to hold their meetings together and the other societies to hold theirs together.

2. Taking advanced ground on the important matter of ministerial standing and ministerial training, urging much greater care on the part of the churches, in selecting, and approving ministers.

form by becoming a member of the Anti-Saloon

3. Taking advanced ground in temperance re




League.




4. Revising the rules of the Council so that business shall be hastened, doing away with many standing committees, with cumbersome reports and providing for a more uplifting program in future meetings.

5. Holding a great patriotic service in the largest opera house in Portland on Sunday, July 10th, in response to the President's proclamation, at which time great addresses were made by Dr. McKennal of England, Dr. Bradford of New Jersey, and others.

6. Taking into consideration, its high spiritual character, its earnestness, its brotherly love, the far-reaching import of its stand on temperance and, above all, on missionary work the Tenth Triennial Council of Congregational Churches, will be remembered as one of the most inspiring.









Why So Few Conversions?

I answer, because the church is so lacking in spirituality. Why is it so lacking? I answer, because so many of us ministers are not doing our duty.

I am not a pessimist. I believe this is the best

decade of all the centuries. I believe that there is in these days a higher type of Christian experience and living than ever before. But I doubt very much that there are as many truly-converted people in our churches, proportionately, as there were a few years ago. I cannot help but feel that while in general Christ's Kingdom is making progress, the spirituality of our churches is on the downgrade. While I think I see a general preparation towards a great revival, and that the world is almost ripe for that great ingathering, I cannot help but feel, paradoxical as it may at first seem, that piety is at a very low ebb, and that the spiritual condition of the church is becoming worse and




worse.




I question seriously whether more than fifty per cent of our church members are really converted. I fear twenty-five per cent would be a closer estimate. And I very much doubt if half of this number have been baptized by the holy spirit for service. And yet the revival must come, if at all, through the prayers and efforts of this small minority.

It will come by reason of the faithful, fearless preaching of the word, backed up by the loyalty of spirit-filled laymen.

But we must first have the faithful preaching. I regret to believe that the responsibility for such a low state of piety, is largely, if not wholly, because many of our preachers have practically “not so much as heard whether there be any Holy




Ghost."




Peter and the other apostles were very different men after the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They preached fearlessly, not counting the cost. They saw duty, and that was enough. They did not "write their sermons on the heads of their flour barrels." They were after souls and nothing else. When the preachers of the Word stand forth every where with the courage of Elijah and John the Baptist, or the apostles after Pentecost, and preach against sin, and not only against sin, but

against sins, judiciously, yet fearlessly attacking the sins of their own people with prophet-like faithfulness, we shall see such a revival as the world has not yet witnessed, and which will revolutionize the church and the world.

It has been said that "some preachers are expert marksmen; they can shoot all through a congregation and not hit anybody." A good many are like that pastor of a fashionable church who invited a visiting brother minister to preach for him, and who is said to have whispered to his visitor just before the service began, "Don't say anything on temperance today, for one of my wealthiest members is a wholesale grocer and deals in wines. I see he is here with us this morning." Soon the pastor made another request; "Please don't dwell on Sabbath desecration. One




of our deacons is a steamboat captain, and during the season he runs his boat on Sundays." "Well," said the visitor, "what will I be safe in preaching about?" "Let me see," replied the pastor, as his eye glanced up and down the church don't see one in the audience." and galleries, "Bang away at the Mormons, for I

Now of course we recognize that this is a little over-drawn, but it illustrates well a sad and fear

ful fact nevertheless. The truth is that there are so many ministers of just this trimming sort, that the spiritual tone of the whole church has been lowered, and those who preach what Christ taught, find much serious opposition.

"The church of God is today courting the world. Bishop Foster of the M. E. Church has well said, Its members are bringing it down to the level of the ungodly. The ball, the theater, nude and lewd arts, social luxuries, with all their loose moralities, are making inroads into the sacred enclosure of the church. As a satisfaction for all this worldli ness, Christians are making a great deal of Lent and Easter and Good Friday and church ornamentations. It is the old trick of Satan. The Jewish church struck on that rock, the Roman church was wrecked on it, and the Protestant church is fast reaching the same doom. Our great dangers, as we see them, are assimilation to the world, neglect of the poor, substitution of the form for the fact of

godliness, abandonment of discipline, a hireling ministry, an impure gospel, which, summed up, is




a fashionable church."




The sad fact is that the church in many localities is saturated with worldliness. Our modern

civilization, with its fashionable society and its greed for gold, is good ground in which to grow greed for gold, is good ground in which to grow loose conceptions of discipleship. This condition of things will not be corrected until ministers of Christ boldly preach against it. Of course there kindly but fearlessly. The wise surgeon will not is a wise way of doing this, but it must be done, slash right and left, but he will not fail to cut because his patient flinches or fumes. What is needed more than anything else today is a ministry, hearts the baptism of the holy spirit, and who, the members of which have experienced in their counting no what the cost may be, or, counting

it, yet willing to make the sacrifice that may be necessary, will labor for the salvation of souls and for that alone. Now, a great many ministers seem to estimate their success largely by the number they have added to their churches during the past year or years. And it is this same anxiety to increase the membership of the churches rather than the strength of the Kingdom, that is largely the reason for the deplorable condition of the church today. If all our pastors had been after ship as many as possible at every communion souls instead of trying to add to their memberseason, we would not have such an overwhelming majority of unconverted people in our churches as we have. How can we expect to see souls saved when so many of our members are living worldly lives?

"But what am I to do?" asks one of these timeserving pastors, "If I preach as you say I ought, I shall soon have to resign because my people wil









admit




not endure the truth, and if I do not receive all the 
good moral people into my church who are will- 
ing to join, my membership will decrease 
and probably my salary also." I 
                            and that, at 
 that it is a serious matter, 
 first blush, it would seem as though he were some- 
 what justifiable in assuming the position which 
 he has. He thinks he would better use a wise 
 policy which will permit him to stay and do some 
 good, rather than antagonize the worldly element 
 of his church, be compelled to resign, and 
 thus lose all opportunity of helping them. But 
 that is not the spirit of which reformers are 
 made. That is not the spirit that is to save the 
 world. Dr. Parkhurst has truly said, "The Chris- 
 tain spirit is essentially revolutionary," and One 
 earlier than Parkhurst said," I came not to send 
           a sword." The peace of many 
 peace but 
 a church is the peace of the dead. 
 Chas. E. Jefferson wrote in a recent number 
 of The Congregationalist, I believe that there is 
 no excuse for cowardly ministers. If laymen at- 
 tempt to intimidate, they, like the devil, should 
 be resisted. Better lose one's pulpit than one's 
 honor. The preacher must do his duty no matter 
  if it cuts his salary in two. If he is content to 
  mouth the safe opinions of the ruling set in his 
  congregation he is not a prophet but a toady. If. 
  he is a puppet, manipulated by a few rich men 
  who contribute generously toward church 
  penses, he deserves the contempt of men and is 
  sure of the condemnation of God. No mortal on 
  earth is so despicable as a pulpit coward. And 
  the man who stands next to him in the roll of 
  dishonor is a pious despot in the pew. 





As Rev.




ex




It is true that the "pious despot in the pew" ought to stand by his pastor, but if he will not, let the pastor at least be true to his God whose CHAS. E. BLODGETT. ambassador he is. Burlington.




Council Notes.




The attendance on the council would have been larger, had the rate war between the railroads been more fully understood.

As it was, considering the distance from the Atlantic sea-board, the attendance was large. An agreeable surprise was to find so large an attendance of men of national reputation-men of ability-eloquent men.

The absence of Dingley was a disappointment for the moment, particularly because of the intense enthusiasm concerning National and International affairs. The ovation to Dr. MacKennal was genuine and heartfelt.

The absence of irritating questions was gratefully felt, and the tendency of the council was constructive. While the fullest expression was given to the point that the council is not a legislative body, still it struck one that perhaps the legisla

tion of General Assemblies is not more potent than is the influence of the council.

Presbyterian and Episcopal churches "kick out" quite as often as congregational churches.




The business committee worked like beavers to stretch time and to compress papers, reports and speakers; the Moderator, Dr. Noble, was not a martinet, but the result showed, that as in our own State and District conventions, the program committee should not introduce too many topics, nor provide before hand for every moment of available time.

Dr. William Hayes Ward struck one as an industrious man. Dr. Bradford and Dr. Barton seemed also to know everything about every subject, and to be able to tell what they knew, but on the other hand, everybody was intelligent and had an opinion .Dr. MacKennal is as much a statesman as a preacher and organizer. Hill, of Atlantic, Iowa wields a double-edged sword.

Dr. Lyman of New York is a winsome man. Lamson can talk as well on Home Missions as if he were not President of the American Board.

Temple of Seattle is a wirlwind.

Federation of the Churches is a weighty term. It means more than merely keeping out of one another's way-it means for this country what the "Non-conformist Conscience" means for England, and it means much more since Dr. MacKennal's efforts for federation in England have been crowned with success. The idea was strongly emphasized, however, that we are a denomination.

Two anniversaries a year, one in the East and one in the West, looks like a great saving of time. May that be the order.

Not least among the attractions of Portland was "Watson's," a fine large, reasonable priced restaurant.

Speaking of Home Missions, a speaker pronounced the name of a state so that it sounded like Aridzona. I think it was Hill, who spoke of the necessity, sometimes, of "Faducees." It was pleasant to meet Fay cf Appleton, up to his ears in church work in Portland. I wonder how much the present pitiful National endowment fund of $110,000 for Ministrial relief was expected to produce, in the minds of those who favored the resolution requesting Dr. Whittlesy to "hurry up and get out of the way." My protest was entered with Secretary Hazen, against being known on the council records as "Deacon." This may not be improper in cases when the election is for life. But a man who by the rule of his church is ineligible for one year, after three years of continuous service, ought to be known on the records of public assemblies simply by his name, without a handle at either end.

Our Dexter struck it rich all the time, but is able J. O. MYERS. to tell his own story.




Teacher, explain to children that the mother bird wears modest clothes and stays quietly at home, while the father bird wears the gay clothing, sings and is away from home a great deal.

Bright daughter of a Beloit Professer "that's just the way it is at our house."
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BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Review, Exchange and Church-note Editor-REV. SAMUEL T. 
         KIDDER, Menasha. 





Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE M. KINGSLEY IDE, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 
February, REV. J. A. ROWELL, Mondovi. 
March, MR. E. ÉBEN REXFORD, Shiocton. 
April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, REV. J. W. GERRIE, Clintonville, 
       October, PRES. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
      November. REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Menasha. 
Civic and Social-REV. HENRY HOLMES, Wauwatosa. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton, 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 
Education-Prominent Educators of Wisconsin. 
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REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis. 


 ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on application to 
REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
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Editorial Briefs.




State Convention plans are wisely maturing under Pastor Crawford's painstaking leadership. Ample time is provided for state-wide home missionary interests, and to make the session devotional and generally helpful.

In Mrs. Tracy's poem in July issue, "How Much Owest Thou my Lord," the last foot-note should be Rev. Myron W. Pinkerton instead of Rev. A. Pinkerton our veteran missionary at Arena.

Letters-missive for a council should follow the printed forms and append in each case the names of all churches and all individuals invited. No change can be made in membership or business after the Council convenes. Churches, not individuals, constitute the basis of a council, hence a quorum should include a majority of the churches which do not decline the invitation. It is well to ascertain beforehand whether a quorum can be gathered on the date desired.

Corey Brothers, the two young sons of Rev. I. S. Corey of Waukesha, do an exceedingly creditable job printing business in church calendars, concert programmes and general matter.

Illinois sends out a circular with reference to a Church and Ministerial Bureau of Supply. Connecticut has recently moved in this line, while Massachusetts leads in an effective agency of the sort. Wisconsin has an able committee on the subject to report at our annual convention. It is hoped that thus some relief may be brought upon this extremely trying problem of the proper adjustment of ministers and churches. Home missionary secre




taries and superintendents will welcome with special gratitude relief from the extra responsibility in this line, which seems forced upon them often.

Supt. Broad, of Kansas, offers gratis surplus copies of an excellent honest home concert exercise with recitations planned for 1897, but appropriate for any year. Any who desire copies can secure them without expense by addressing Supt. L. P. Broad, Topeka, Kas.

Our poet-floriculturist of Shiocton, Mr. Eben E. Rexford gives in the Advance for July 14, the following directions for a home-made insecticide, which is worth preserving: I have been using an insecticide this season that has given me excellent satisfaction. I did not discover it, but a correspondent of mine did, and wrote me about it and asked me to try it. I did so and the result has been that I have kept on using it, both in garden and greenhouse. It is simply the Ivory soap of daily househousehold use, cut fine and dissolved in water, a quarter of a pound to five gallons of water for firmleaved plants, and the same amount of soap to eight gallons of water for soft-leaved ones. Apply it with a fine spray, being careful to reach every part of your plant. It will rid it of every insect it comes in contact with. This remedy is so effective, so easily prepared, so convenient and so cheap withal that I hasten to tell all flower-loving persons about it.




Last call for offerings to reach the treasurer for credit on this year's work. The tables of the published minutes should show larger amounts and fewer blanks than the low-water mark of last year. At least an average from all departments of a total of one dollar per resident member should be the aim. Many ought to exceed this. Our financial reports do not show the gain that the growing work, and the growing prosperity ought to secure.

Back subscriptions for OUR CHURCH LIFE should be forwarded at once. Examine and correct your list. Inquire of Beloit if necessary. New subscriptions always in order.




Secretary Carter has a fine new large missionary map of Wisconsin for use in his visits to churches. Pastor Blakeslee, of Milwaukee, who made the original of OUR CHURCH LIFE map, engineered this enlarged reproduction, his ministerial brother of Denver photographing and making a plate of it for his lantern. The picture was then thrown upon a large sheet, and the work of outlining and filling up was admirably done by Miss Ida Patterson of Bro. Blakeslee's North Side church.




Over $500 are due in 25 cent amounts from those to whom OUR CHURCH LIFE is regularly sent. This in spite of frequent notification of pastors and other agents. It illustrates how easy it is to neglect little matters, and how great a sum total little deficits makes. Individual notices have recently been sent.









Sunday School Department.

OUR CHILDREN'S DAY RECEIPTS. Will all our schools that have observed Children's Day kindly see that the offerings are forwarded with as little delay as possible? It is now over two month's since we observed the day, and we have only heard from about one-half of our churches and schools.

We regret exceedingly that so many of our fields reported "that on account of unfavorable weather our audience was small and the offering is poor." We earnestly hope that every pastor and superintendent will at least give an opportunity for their church or school to contribute, if not on the stormy Sabbath, then on a Sunday when the weather will be warm enough to thaw all pockets.




NEW WORK.




office are: Sheboygan, Fond du Lac, Token, Milwaukee Plymouth, Menasha, Prescott, LaCrosse 1st, Kenosha, Clinton, Dodgeville Plymouth, Racine 1st, Madison 1st, Edgerton, Columbus Olivet, and Milwaukee Grand Avenue.




INSTITUTES AND RALLIES.




It is now time to plan for the fall institutes and Sunday School rallies. Pastors or superintendents who contemplate having a Sunday School Institute this fall will please make their wishes known at an early date. In order to save time and expense we are anxious to arrange all appointments as near together as possible. We are especially anxious to reach all those individuals and fields who never attend our conventions. We are very desirous to touch the schools tributary to our churches in the city and also those in the country. Let the home school be the center at which the




New schools have recently been organized at gathering might be held. When necessary we will Knox Mills, Grantwood, Kennan and Mellrue, in Price county. Rev. A. Chambers of Prentice visits all these points and is strengthening the work with occasional preaching service. He is the Shepherd of the entire field along the Soo line in his county.




Our Pierce Valley Sunday School, five miles from Prescott, is being regularly supplied with preaching services by our energetic and faithful pastor, Rev. H. F. Obenhaus. Mr. Obenhaus is ably assisted by his efficient wife, who alternates with her husband in visiting this out station.

Last month new schools were organized at Vesper, in Wood county and at Medford in Taylor County. We have every reason to believe that both of these new fields will soon develop into Congregational churches. Vesper is under the care of Rev. A. Martin of Pittsville, seven miles away. Our new work at Medford needs the services of a pastor at once. Rev. Jesse E. Sarles and wife are now on the ground.

JOINT MISSIONARY REV. JOHN WILLAN. The Wisconsin Home Missionary Society and the Congregational Sunday School Society have renewed the joint commission for Brother Willan, to continue his good work in Clark County. Four new schools have been organized from which we expect to organize two new Congregational churches this fall. He is thus carrying the gospel

to fields that otherwise would have no Christian service of any name. At this writing he is conducting tent meetings at Withee and from Withee

the tent will remove to Shortville.




LIFE MEMBERS.




One of the pleasant and encouraging ways of showing your appreciation to your faithful Superintendent is to present him with life membership certificate of the society. Our school at Edgerton has recently secured a life membership certificate for their superintendent, Mrs. E. C. Hopkins. Our school at Lancaster has also made their superintendent, Mrs. J. H. Reed, a life member.

The schools which have raised the average support for new schools during the present year ($25 or over) and have at this writing reported at this




of course hold the institute with the school in the country. We purpose this fall to take up the most practical Sunday School questions of the day. The object is to have the teachers and officers more thoroughly furnished. We all want a better knowledge of the Word. We need to aim for a more thorough work with all to whom we minister. It is the object of these institutes to touch every main or branch school we have in the state; we want to reach the little school in the backwoods of the far north equally as well as the main school in our largest city. GEO. C. HAUN.
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Memorial.




WHEREAS Almighty God in His unerring wisdom has removed from our midst our beloved brother, Rev. A. C. Marden, White Creek, and whereas the and the intimate relations long held by our degreat interest he manifested in the cause of God ceased brother render it proper that we should place on record the appreciation of his ministerial labour as a loyal and faithful servant of Christ,

Resolved 1st. That in the death of Rev. A. C. Marden the Lemonweir Convention of Congregational churches lost an active faithful member.

Resolved 2nd. That the Lemon weir Convention extends its tender and heartfelt sympathy to the family and relatives of our departed brother.

Resolved 3d. That these resolutions be inserted in the minutes of our Convention held at Pine River, June 8-9, 1898, and that a copy of them be sent to the bereaved family and to "OUR CHURCH J. A. THOMAS, Com.




LIFE."









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVTT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WRIGHT. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BALCKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





District Missionar ies:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                        J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, Rev. G. R. LEAVTIT, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. Ray 
      REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. 5. L. HOLBROOK, REV. A.L. MCCLELLAND, 
                         REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





Financial Statement-July 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHurches.

Appleton, $12.46; Baldwin, $7.40; Brillion, $1.03; Delavan, $26.13; Kinnickinnic, $6.88; Lafayette, $0.70: Lake Geneva, $19.; Liberty (Vernon Co.) $0.60; Pittsville, $1.80; Roberts, $11.70; Royalton, $4.30; River Falls, $39.05; Sparta, $35.25; Springvale, $4.50; Steuben, $0.50; Webster, $1.: West Rosendale, $10.; West Rosendale L. M. S., $11.; Whitewater, $35...........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

C. M. Blackman, Whitewater, $50.; Miss Mary D. Reid, Fontana, $5.; F. N. Dexter, New London, $2.; a friend, Wauwatosa, $2........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S. c. E.




Beloit Second Juniors.........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF S. s.




Delavan, $4.14; Lancaster, $5.; Roberts, $1.50;




Royalton, $2.30.....




W. H. M. U....




Total for July..

Total for June.. 
Total for May. 
Total for April....... 


Total for March...

Total for February..

Total for January...

Total for Decemher.. Total for November.. Total for October.....




Total........




226.30




59.00




3.00




..$ 12.94 $ 163.07 .$ 464.32 447.11 318.69 435.88 707.38 289.67 910.87 545.75 443.21

212.70




.$4,775.58




Secretary Davison, of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association, reports, Aug. 1, special gifts from Congregationalists amounting to $143.72, which is only about half the amount expected. If enough to make up $300 is received at once, it will relieve the great strain of debt, for which the secretary is responsible, and will make it possible to continue the work. Our traveling gospel tent missionary Willan and family began their third meeting of the season July 28 at Withee, Clark county, where Bro. Willan has maintained periodically the only preaching service of the place for over a year. The meetings are usually held over three Sabbaths and the week afternoons and everrings between. The bills say, "Boiling water furnished free Sundays, for tea and coffee. Come and stay all day." With daughter at the organ, wife for solos, (Bro. Willan can serve in either place if necessary) younger children for general helpers with Bro. Willan as preacher and general manager, the seven constitute a strong and happy evangelizing agency. As a partial result of this work in the interests of the W. H. M. S. and C.S. S. and P. S., probably three churches will be organized this month. The family enjoy their living tent furnished by the Sparta church, and are cordially welcomed, and released with regret, wherever they go. One of the financial problems under discussion at the northern conference was that resulting from a growing work, and consequent increased expenditure which results in spite of the great care and reduction exercised whereyer a wise economy justifies it. Shall we maintain our work on a living basis, continuing to exhaust our legacies for that purpose, and trusting to increased receipts from the living or the dead, at the end of our present resources, or at that crucial hour beginning the forced crippling of fields, from which they and we would not recover for years? Or, on the other hand, shall your committee begin at once this disastrous an' disgraceful cutting, on the supposition that the churches propose to remain on this low descending hard-times scale, and that they have no purpose to secure a united state, and the relief of the National society from its burden for a part of our missionary work?

The Madeline Island Conference. BELOIT, WIS., July 12, 1898. To Those Desiring the Conquest of Wisconsin for Christ: Dear Friends:-By vote of the North Wis. Home Missionary Society, and by consent of the Executive Committee of the W. H. M. S., I have accepted the appointment of the Executive Committee of the C. H. M. S. to serve as superintendent for North Wisconsin in connection with my duties as Secretary of the State Society. This action will be in effect until our annual meeting in Sparta Wednesday Sept. 21 when the term of our




present officers expires. Meanwhile Rev. J. D. Whitelaw will serve as district missionary for North Wisconsin. By many at both ends of the state it is thought desirable to have a meeting of representatives from both sections. Therefore I invite all who can do so to share in an informal conference to be held on Madeline Island Wednesday Aug. 10 (regular steamer twice a day from Ashland) to consider the special problems financial and otherwise of each end of the state, and the relations of the two portions.

Rev. E. P. Salmon has purchased and improved the old M ́ssion property. Rev. and Mrs. E. P. Wheeler are occupying the house and will provide all who notify them of their desire (address La Pointe, Wis.,) with lodgings and meals at 25 cents each or by the week at $6.00. Free camping ground will be furnished any who provide their own tents. The Executive Committee of the W. H. M. S. has voted to hold its August session in this connection. The North Wisconsin Society is invited to join it. Other representatives have signified their purpose to participate. The invitation for all is repeated. Notify Mr. Wheeler.

Your Co-laborer in the Conquest of Wisconsin for the sake of the world-wide Kingdom,

HOMER W. CARTER, Sec'y and Supt. In accordance with the foregoing invitation sent to many in different parts of the state, a most helpful conference was planned, but too late for a report in this issue. This is another of the long steps towards a full understanding by all of the condition and needs of our state work north as well as south, and for the full and formal union which all desire as soon as it is financially practicable. At present no change is proposed except the filling of the North Wisconsin superintendency by the Secretary of the State Society assisted upon the field by Rev. J. D. Whitelaw as District Missionary, together with the better acquaintance and more rapid preparation for formal union which naturally attends this step. The C. H. M. S. with the North Wis. H. M. S. manage northern home missionary interests as heretofore. The State Society has no change in its relation to the work.
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"I am tired of the rattle and the clatter of the mill,

I am longing for the freedom and the sunshine of the hill, Where the happy summer breezes with my loosened hair would play,

I would go with you this minute, but I cannot get away. 
"Here imprisoned, tired, toiling, bearing burdens fit for men, 
Hungering for the brook and meadow, for the flowers in the 
    glen, 


I would like to visit with you if my time was only free, 
Seek for other playmates, birdie, for I cannot go with thee." 





The little song sparrow

Her word doth obey, And sweet tired Jennie Is wearing away.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- and Middle State Problems." I can do little more than give you




sionary Union.




OFFICERS:




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents--MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.




All moneys should be sent to the new treasurer, Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.




REPORT OF W. W. H. M. U. FOR JULY, 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Sparta Y. P. S. C. E., $6.67; Delavan, $5; Viroqua Junior A. P. S. C. E., $2.50; Waukesha 1st, $12.55; Bristol and Paris, $25; Darlington, $10; Beloit 1st., $30.25; Wauwatosa, $12.50; Menominie, $14; Clinton, $13.60; Milwaukee Pilgrim, $10; Waupun Y. P. S. C. E., $5; Madison, $12; Arena 2d, $4..
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$163.07




.$ 51.25




...$ 1.75
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The annnal meeting of the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union will be held at Sparta, Tuesday, September 20, at nine o'clock a. m. We sincerely wish every Woman's Missionary Society in the state might be represented by a delegate, that this may be the most enthusiastic and helpful rally the Union has ever known. Note the change of day-to Tuesday, the opening day of the convention, with the afternoon devoted to the W. B. M. I. meeting and a joint meeting in the evening. Come prepared to do the work of the women's societies the first day and have the rest of the week free to enjoy the sessions of the convention.




It has been my privilege during the past month to journey to the far west, through magnificent scenery, to the land of snow-capped mountains, great rivers, and luxuriant-almost tropical growth of foliage-to be in attendance at the National Council. So many people have written and are writing of the Council that I am not going to add anything-only to speak of a most interesting woman's meeting-called the "Woman's National Missionary Council of the Congregational Home and Foreign Boards."

This meeting was held in the beautiful First Baptist church of Portland, the Baptist sisters serving luncheon at the noon hour. After the devotional services, words of welcome and responses, there were greetings from the Woman's Board of Missions by a Boston delegate from the W. B. M. I. by a Chicago woman and from the W. B. M. P. by a California representative. Following this was a roll-call of Woman's Home Missionary Unions, the states being called in the order of their organization and any delegates from these states present, responding by rising. I am sorry not to be able to give the exact number of states represented, but it was large, with some of the far eastern states having more representatives than those nearer the seat of the council. Papers upon "Pacific Coast Problems" revealed the fact that there are also "Atlantic Coast




some of the very suggestive topics of these papers. "Queries on Foreign Mission Work in Home Mission Churches;" "Missionary Societies in Small, Weak, Churches."

"Can a Home Mission Church afford to give to Missions?" which was answered by the speaker by a slight paraphrase can a Home Mission church afford not to give to Missions? "Systematic Benevolence" "Systematic Study" which latter problem was practially answered for the Pacific Coast by the appointment of a committee of representative women from the Home Unions and the Foreign Board to prepare a program of systemetic study. I shall watch with interest for this outline hoping it may have suggestions for our use. "Good News from Shantung" was told in a most interesting and instructive way by Mrs. A. P. Peck recently returned from China, also some tidings from the field by Col. C. A. Hopkins, of Boston, who has just been visiting the foreign missions.

One more topic which is a volume in itself-and which I commend to the careful consideration of every woman "Not Home Missions but Missions in the Home."




MRS. E. G. Updike.




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary--MISS ANNE B.SEWELL, Stoughton. Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit.




"Never was there a time when the Board of the Interior felt greater anxiety for its treasury than it feels to-day. Not only will it be obliged to defer the sending of admirably equipped young women to fields where reinforcements are desperately needed, but if funds do not come in speedily, it must fail to meet its annual obligation. It sends forth a cry for help to every woman and every child of the Interior. Be faithful to opportunities and to responsibility, for the time is short."August Mission Stdies.

It is necessary in order to have all funds in the treasury before the books close Sept. 10. that the "Thank-Offering meetings" be held not later than the first week of September.

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Branch of the W. B. M. I. will be held in Sparta, Tuesday afternoon, September 20, with a joint meeting with the W. H. M. U. before convention in the evening. A missionary from the field-we are unable to give the name at this early date-will be with us, also Mrs. S. E. Hurlbut, of Evanston, Ill., who will represent the W. B. M. I. On Monday evening a Young People's Rally, under the leadership of Miss Anne Sewell, promises to be a meeting of unusual interest.

Will not each auxiliary plan to be represented by one or more delegates? Your presence is needed for council and inspiration. More than all may there be earnest prayer for the presence of the Holy Spirit in our gatherings, not forgetting the treasury. Less than three thousand dollars has been received up to date July 31. Let each auxiliary ask the question: Have we done all we can? LUCY E. WALKER.
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Mr. John W. Moore was ordained over the Liberty Church at Trevor on Tuesday July 19 by aid of an ecclesiastical council, of which Secretary Carter was moderator, and Rev. Victor F. Brown was scribe. Sermon by Secretary Carter; ordaining prayer, Rev. V. F. Brown; Right Hand of Fellowship by Rev. Frank L. Moore, brother of the candidate; Charge to the Pastor, Rev. F. B. Hicks; address to the people, Rev. Roy B. Guild; opening devotional exercises by Revs. J. H. Cameron and C. E. Blodgett.

All agreed in the wisdom of this ordination, yet unanimously adopted the following, in view of the recent action of Chicago Seminary and of their own judgment in discouraging ordination before the completion of proper training.




RESULT OF COUNCIL.




The Council, while recognizing the wisdom and need of increased care against ordaining men to the ministry before they have completed their course of preparation for it, yet believe that the present candidate's fitness for the ministry is exceptional for one at his stage of theological study, that the peculiar needs of the church which he serves and his peculiar relation to it as its pastor for a series of years even possibly extending beyond his course of study, together with his expressed determination to continue in the seminary till the completion of his regular course of training, all constitute sufficient reasons for making an exception in Bro. Moore's case, and for proceeding with his ordination as requested by vote of the Liberty church.









Life in Our Churches.




Clintonville-Rev. Wm. A. Gerrie, pastor. A recent Sunday evening was used in viewing a new feature of Home Missionary work in Practical Christianity. An interesting programme was prepared setting forth the work of grace which is being realized in camps where Our Regiments have been waiting for further orders. A liberal offering was given, to be used in providing Wisconsin men at the front with pocket testaments and other helpful reading. The past four years have been a fruitful pastorate. The fine new church edifice which has replaced the little chapel, has aided in nearly trebling the regular attendance the increase coming largely from the unchurched. The permanency as well as the ability of this pastorate has tended to a great strengthening of the forces both in the town and in the region round about.

Eastman, Crawford County, George C. Flett, a Seminary student, supplies for the summer. This is a needy promising opening discovered by Mr. B. D. Maes of the Am. S. S. Union. Eau Claire Second-Rev. D. R. Anderson, pastor. The pastor was detained several weeks beyond his allotted vacation by the sickness of his wife in a hospital at Baltimore. Both received a cordial welcome on their return in July, and found as a surprise the meeting-house repaired, lighted with gas, and greatly improved. This field has heroic workers. Their financial problem is a peculiarly trying one, while the field is one of unusual importance and promise.

Elroy-Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor, has moved towards a parsonage, which may be one means of keeping their much-loved and self-sacrificing pastor, who would regret exceedingly to be obliged to break his happy and fruitful pastorate. While the pastor recuperated at Oshkosh, Monona Lake Assembly etc., the church services were maintained. Prof. Burr, of Beloit, sup plied July 31st.

Fifield-Mrs. Margaret Elliott Pake, last pastor. The field is quite weak, and differences having arisen, District Missionary Whitelaw recently visited the field for counsel and evangelistic services.

Hillsboro-Rev. Thos. Barker, pastor. A free public library has been successfully started through the active leadership of the pastor.

Lac du Flambeau-Rev. S. N. Millard, pastor. July 17 the new meeting house built under the devoted leadership of the pastor and a few others was dedicated free from debt. Supt. H. W. Carter preached morning and evening and led in the raising of $75 to provide all essentials besides adding a small sum to the pastor's meager support of free-will offerings, without stipulated salary. A dedication ode composed for the occasion by the pastor was sung by the congregation led by a strong choir. The pastor also joined in a duet, words and music of his own composing. He is greatly beloved by all not only in this village of his self-devoted services, but also as he still sings the gospel with his portable organ upon the trains. The pastor's combined study and lodging room adjoins the back of the church building which is located on a rise of land beside one of the cluster of lakes which gives attractiveness to the region. Through favors of the railroad, and the Mill com. pany, with his own self-devotion, Bro. Millard is enabled to carry on an effective work here that would not otherwise be maintained. The work for the past two years has been union, and unorganized, but the hope is that soon an organization will be effected.

Maine and Navarino are temporarily supplied with Scandinavian preaching by Rev. A. Larson of Clintonville. Rev. Philo Hitchcock and District Missionary Dexter have preached in English. These fields have enjoyed visits from expastors, Rev. H. F. Josephson and Rev. C. A. Nelson.

Mazomamie-Rev. W. J. C. Ralph, pastor, in order to house and keep its able pastor was obliged to build a parsonage, which meets a long-felt and urgent need.

Neillsville-Rev. G. W. Longenecker, pastor. During past quarter the church has contributed $8.68 for benevolences making a total of $20.20 for the year to all the benevolent societies. The furniture factory is to resume operations again and it is hoped that this will relieve somewhat the financial problem of this important field. Pastor Longenecker writes, "We shall attempt to put the church on a better basis than it has been on in the past. Too much valuable energy is being expended in attempting to carry the financial burdens of the church. The ladies are doing the lion's share of the work. The men must be enlisted in some way. Will gladly receive any suggestions."




*




Pire River and Saxeville-Rev. J. A. Thomas, pastor, reports-almost all the English-speaking families of this vicinity may be considered my parishioners, as they look to me for religious instruction. I can see plain enough that the faithful Home Missionaries your society has sent here, have done very excellent work. The morals of the people are good, and there is no saloon to be found nearer than 15 miles from Pine River. The Sabbath is better observed here than in many places. Pine River is rather conservative in worshiping God, and is moved more by a sense of duty than by emotion. Saxeville is quite hearty in public devotions, and shows that the members enjoy religion. The outlook is encouraging.

Pittsville-Pastor A. A. Martin has assisted Bro. Haun in organizing a new Sunday School at Vesper. He preaches there




regularly, and it is hoped that a new church may soon be organized.

Seymour-Rev. C. W. Damon, pastor, reports the financial problem a perplexing one but with the increase of interest among outsiders they hoped to meet all obligations for the quarter by August 1st. The Ladies' Aid Society and Y. P. S. C. E. are doing nobly in paying off the parsonage debt.

South Kaukauna-Rev. Wm. Kilburne, pastor, spent part of his vacation at Camp Hope Mukwonago, a Y. M. C. A. camp with three Kaukauna boys and about forty more from Milwaukee and Chicago. On July 17 he supplied Oshkosh First Church.

Spring Green-Rev. J. W. Hadden, pastor, rejoices in the harmonious absorption of the Spring Green Welsh Church wisely managed by Pastor Hadden, encouraged by Pastor Davies. July 17, in connection with an impressive communion service, seventeen brought their letters to the American church from the old Welsh church, which it was agreed no longer had reason for separate existence. All are to be congratulated upon this happy concentration of the forces of the kingdom in Spring Green.

Spring Valley-Rev. Wm. Short, pastor. The new meeting house is well on its way under the energetic leadership of the pastor.

Sun Prairie Church and Manse. The church was built with only $400 from the Building Society, which is already part paid, and the parsonage worth $1,500 was built without any help from the Building Society, and was all paid for except $100 when the pastor, Rev. F. Emory Lyon with his family, moved in, and who are very much enjoying and appreciating it this summer.

Token-Rev. D. C. Meinert, pastor. Token sent Mrs. Lena Clements as delegate to the convention held at Ft. Atkinson in May. She brought an interesting report of the good things said at the convention. Children's Day was observed June 12. We were pleased to count among our number Rev. and Mrs. Haun with Master Harold and Mrs. Deming, our former Sunday School superintendent. Mrs. Haun sang one of her pleasing selections and Rev. Haun spoke of his work in northern Wisconsin. The young people's choir made a successful debut. The collection was $28.33. Herbert Adams, formerly of Token, died in Fall River July 1 and was brought to his old home for burial July 3. He was well known and a friend to all. Had been a worker in the Sunday School in the past. His funeral services were conducted in the chapel by Rev. D. C. Meinert. The loss of this friend threw a shadow over the otherwise joyful occasion which followed. Thirteen new members were received into the church. The ages were widely different. Close by a grey-haired mother stood a little brother and sister and round about them were boys and girls from the young people's class. We are called upon to give up our pastor as he has accepted a call to a distant field. Wednesday evening July 13, about forty of his Token friends spent a pleasant hour in his home. He delivered his farewell sermon July 17 to a full house and only those who have given up a much-loved pastor and faithful worker know how to sympathize with us. We wish him success in his work for others and may he feel the earnest prayers and best wishes go with him from his Token friends to his new home.

Union-Rev. R. C. Bennett, pastor organized July 10 to be recognized by council later. Now it has eight members with others promised.

Vesper-Rev. A. A. Martin, of Pittsville, with Supt. Haun's help, has commenced work here ten miles from any American religious service at a junction of two railroads. A hall is offered free, also land to build a church. It is a field of promise.

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastor. Fri ay evening July 29, were held at the new parsonage, extremely interesting opening services, participated in by the pastor, by representatives of the children in duet and recitations, by the Old Creek brass band, and by Secretary Carter. The ladies served refreshments bountifully to about 250, in spite of threatening weather and slight showers. Great good fellowship was expressed. A free-will offering was made cancelling a part of the manageable deficit.

West Salem-Rev. F. B. Doe, pastor, had a memorial service in their church for Mrs. Dudley on Sunday a. m. July 17, which was largely attended. Regular congregations are excellent, also capital Endeavor meeting. Pastor Doe spent his vacation at Ashland with his children.




Ministerial Movements.

Stevens, Rev. W. D. J., formerly Arena, has begun at White Creek and four adjoining points.

Titsworth, Rev. Judson, was to preach Aug. 7 in Brixton Church, London, and Aug. 21 and 28 in Greenfield Church, Bradford. In a recent "Evening Wisconsin" he tells interestingly how to take the trip across the ocean at moderate expense, yet with great enjoyment and profit.

Cameron, Rev. J. H., after 52 years at the Bristol and Paris church, has resigned to take effect the last of August.

Holmes, Rev. Henry, has resigned at Wauwatosa and accepted Lowry Hill, Minneapolis.

Heberlein, Rev. F. W., of the last class at Yale Seminary, has begun at West Superior Hope.

Meinert, Rev. D. C., has resigned at Token to accept a distant field.









Sarles, Rev. Jesse, of the last class, Yale Seminary, has begun with the new church at Medford.

Brett, Rev. G. S., late of Waukesha, accepts call to De Soto, Mo.

Holway, Rev. J. W., of Oberlin Seminary, has begun work at Sterling and De Soto, Wis.

Holbrook, Rev. D. L., took a vacation trip to the Nashville C. E. Convention, Chattanooga, Chickamauga Park, Mammoth Cave, etc.

Campbell, Rev. C. C., entered with renewed vigor upon his Hartford pastorate, after a lengthened vacation in camp.




Personal.




Editor Kidder and District Missionary Cheney with others of the London Sunday-School Assembly party were expected home about the middle of August. OUR CHURCH LIFE readers will note the absence in its make up of the shaping mind of the former, as well as the absence of the customary report from the field of the latter. All will be interested to get their reports from abroad.

District Missionary Dexter has been back at a portion of his various posts for nearly a month, after preaching by invitation at Portland and Salt Lake City, and finding great pleasure and inspiration in his trip to the coast, and attendance at the National Council.

Rev. C. A. Wight and family have been spending their vacation in Michigan and Massachusetts. In the latter state Mr. Wight supplied different leading churches for several Sabbaths. The Connecticut Quarterly magazine has recently purchased of Mr. Wight his article on James Gates Percival the poet buried at Hazel Green, Wis. It will be published with seven illustrations obtained on the spot by Mr. Wight.

Secretary J. E. Roy has admirably rendered a filial tribute to his father and has done valuable service to others, in publishing in pamphlet form a historical sketch of his father, John Roy, as a memorial of his one-hundredth birthday.

Rev. J. N. Söderström has closed his work at Dunbar and is ready to take another field. He preaches both in Swedish and English; and can serve a community or church where the two languages are used. Mr. Söderström has recently visited his former field in Grantsburg.

Rev. N. I. Nelson who for several years has been pastor of the Swedish churches of Wood Lake and North Fork, Burnett county, has received a call to the Swedish mission church of Ellsworth.

Rev. John Petterson, of Clear Lake, supplied the pulpit of the Swedish Temple at Minneapolis the first Sunday of July during the vacation of Pastor Ahnstrom.

Rev. and Mrs. A. G. Beach, of Ashland, in June welcomed a little daughter to their home.

Woodmansee, Rev. Wm., one of the assistant superintendents of the Wisconsin Children's Home Society, has been laid aside by a serious sickness, from which his friends hope that he may soon be restored.




The State Convention.




Sparta offers generous hospitality to all who attend the State Convention, Sept. 20-22. The program will not be crowded, and it is hoped that more time will be given than usual for discussion, for conference, for devotion, and for fraternal fellowship. The discourse will be preached by Rev. R. A. Torrey of the Chicago Biblical Institute: Dr. Updike will give an address upon "Christianity the Solvent of Race Antagonisms;" Pres. Eaton will tell of what he saw "In the Middle Kingdom;" Dr. Faville of Appleton will present a paper upon "The College and the Saloon;" liberal time will be given to the prayer meetings and to the missionary societies, several of the secretaries being present; more than the usual time will be given to the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society, and perhaps to the S. S. Society; and Prof. Mackenzie of Chicago has been invited to deiver an address, though his reply has not yet been received. The program committee are busy in devising good things, and the people of Sparta hope for a large attendance.




The Chapel Hymnal




FOR PRAYER MEETINGS, YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES AND ALL SOCIAL SERVICES.
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The chapel hymnal is beautifully and substantially bound in cloth, has 350 pages, and contains 370 hymns and 360 tunes, including a number of the more desirable "Gospel Hymns,' and many other popular selections, together with responsive readings from the revised version. It will be found sufficiently comprehensive for all services in many churches.

The price for introduction-40cents per copy-is lower than that of any other like book in the market. A returnable sample copy will be sent on request. Retail price, 60 cents per copy. Address all correspondence and inquiries to E. H. Brown, Chicago Agent The Pilgrim Press, 175 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill.

August Ladies' Home Journal.

All those who are fond of bright, entertaining fiction for midsummer reading will find the August Ladies' Home Journal en




tirely to their taste. As usual, the August issue of the Journal is largely given up to short stories, there being nine in the one number, and all by well-known writers. These include a picturesquely weird story by Julian Hawthorne; a strongly realistic tale by Clara Morris, the actress; a humorous adventure by John Kendrick Bangs, and romances told in a tenderer key by E. H. Mayde, Abbe Carter Goodloe, Sewell Ford, and Bettina Welch. Virginia Woodward Cloud graphically pictures "A Girl of Salem" in vigorous verse, and Julia Magruder concludes her novelette, "A Heaven-Kissing Hill."

There is genuine humor in Robert J.Burdette's "Tongueless Liars," and fresh interest in "Summer Piazza Stories." "Shall Our Girls go to College?" is answered by Edward Bok, who also writes in advocacy of "Giving Allowances to Girls." Mrs. S. T. Rorer tells what is "The Best Diet for Bloodless Girls," and identifies the various kinds of mushrooms growing in the woods that are fit for food. There are practical articles in needlework, millinery and on a variety of homely topic and the musical feature is a song, "When I Wait at the Bars for Nell." By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar per year; ten cents per copy.

Delavan Lake Assembly.

Some of the wide awake people of Delavan and vicinity have started a new enterprise which promises to be of great value to the educational and social and spiritual interest of southern Wisconsin. The Delavan Lake Assembly held its first annual encampment on the shores of this lovely little lake July 25Aug. 3. The situation is ideal for such a summer assembly. The ground rises in a beautiful slope from the lake and is enclosed on two sides by the water and covered with a fine forest of oak and hickory.

The program this year was in the hands of Dr. H. C. Jennings of Chicago, whose large experience in this line of work ensured success from the outset. The local committee, at the head of which is Prof. W. A. Cochrane, of Beloit '67, also worked with great interest and ability, and were ably seconded and supported by a large body of citizens who felt the need of such a movement. The pastors of the several Delavan churches lent their aid as members of the Board of Management.

The results exceeded the highest hopes of the promoters of the enterprise. The exercises of each day, lectures, concerts and class work were of a high order. The attendance was large;nearly one hundred tents were pitched, and each day throngs drove in from neighboring towns and from all the country region round about. The effect of these meetings cannot fail to be of the greatest value in stimulating the minds and hearts of a host of people who do not often have the privilege of such a literary and musical treat.

The success of this first meeting probably ensures a permanent organization, the purchase and improvement of this beautiful tract of land of about forty acres, and the putting up of substantial buildings in time for next year's assembly. It is proposed to give all who desire a chance to identify themselves with the educational work, by issuing shares of stock at one hundred dollars each. Each one holding stock will have a share in the management of the assembly and an opportunity to secure a lot on which to pitch his tent or build a cottage. The Summer Assembly has come to stay; it will be more and more appreciated for its happy combination of pleasant outing and intellectual and moral stimulus, and the Delavan Lake Assembly, so auspiciously opened this year, cannot fail to be of great and lasting benefit to one of the most populous and beautiful regions in the northwest. S. P. WILDER.
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Rev. J. D. Whitelaw.




This new District Missionary for North Wisconsin is a graduate of Beloit College, class of 1881, and of Chicago Theological Seminary, class of 1887. A break in his seminary course was made through the persistence of a field he was serving for securing his continued ministry. His decidedly missionary and evangelistic spirit found expression in special work in the city and region during his course of study. After leaving the Seminary for three years he had a fruitful pastorate with our strong River Falls Church. For six and one-half years afterwards he served mission fields in North Dakota, for four and one-half years of the time ministering to the Jamestown church, all of the time being devoted to the general missionary and evangelistic interests of the state. For the past year and more he has been engaged in general evangelistic work; a part of the time in North Wisconsin, thus unconsciously preparing himself for the service which e is now rendering.

Any field in North Wisconsin needing the services of Superintendent Carter or District Missionary Whitelaw should communicate promptly with Superintendent Carter at the Beloit office, remembering however, that Wisconsin is large and the work pressing from many directions. Do not fail to make known at once the needs of yourselves and others, with, also, never failing patience and charity for shortcomings that will doubtless appear.




The National Council.

REV. C. W. CAMP.




The journey to Portland, Oregon, to attend the National Council, was a great excursion. Those who came across the plains an the mountains for the first time had new impressions of the "bigness" of our national domain, saw a great deal of fine country, and a great deal that can never be worth anything except for scenery, in which it abounds. Many of the delegates looked for the first time upon mountains crowned with snow in July; and the memory of Shasta, and Adams, and St. Helens, shining far up in the sky, will refresh them in every subsequent summer of their lives.

The Council was an assembly to be remembered for a life time. While it was overcrowded with business from first to last, a few subjects stand out with special prominence. The reception of Rev. Dr. MacKennal, the delegate from England, was one of these. He had come to bear the greetings of our Congregational brotherhood in the mother land, and to speak of the Federation of churches, in which he has been a leader; but the interest of the people of England in our present crisis gave to his coming a larger significance. He was the representative of the national sympathy. After his cordial expression of it, made in front of the flags of England and the United States, the choir responded with, "God Save the Queen," and gave voice to the emotion with which all hearts were thrilled.

A similar scene occurred on Sunday afternoon. The President's proclamation, calling for thanksgiving services for our recent victories, came in time to secure a union meeting in the Grand Opera House, which was addressed by Dr. Bradford, of New Jersey, Dr. Henson, of Chicago, and Dr. MacKennal. Again the songs of patriotism were sung-"The Star Spangled Banner" and "God Save the Queen"-and again the great audience testified their sympathy.

The Council gave one afternoon to a visit to our Congregational College at Forest Grove, twenty-five miles away, and helped in the rejoicings over the consummation of Dr. Pierson's gift of $35,000 to secure an endowment of $150,000. The story of the growth of this Institution through fifty years, first as a home for a few orphans, then as Tualatin Academy, and later as Pacific University, was told to the honor of the pioneers, one of whom, still strong at the age of ninety, was present to see that hardships and sacrifices had not been in vain. After a bountiful collation under the great oaks of the campus, a root of 'Mayflower,' the trailing arbutus, brought from the graves of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, was planted by a young lady, one of their descendants.

Two things will be remembered in connection with this Council-the thoughts and plans for the Federation of all our Free Protestant Churches; and the New National Outlook with its opportunities and responsibilities.

It was a very great pleasure to greet the delegates who had come from Wisconsin, to receive their cordial welcome and to share with them in the sessions of this memorable assembly.

Jottings From Beyond Seas.

Three weeks in a new world-rather, old world-on one's first visit, leave an amazed and dazed and tired impression, yet one gets up each morning wondering where the time has gone to, and longing to see more. The Wisconsin contingent to the World's Sunday School Convention landed in Liverpool July 6, after twelve days of delightful sailing, eager to get the news of Shley's and Sampson's victories-of which we felt assured, and glad to get a vision of the clean streets, red brick rows, chimney pots and odd gables of Liverpool, as well as the glistening verdure of hawthorn and holly and ivy.

Our happy family of the Carthagenian-in which the Allan Line of Glasgow had given us most hospitable refuge, after the Wabash and Canadian Pacific railways had done their prettiest to bring us on board-forthwith began to separate; yet many of us kept together in dissolving groups up to and in London.




A night in Liverpool was devoted to rest and roaming among the t.im yards of pretty homes in compact rows always walled in, and brightly garnished with flowers and foliage. Some went out to call upon our dear Ian Maclaren. One is first impressed with the length of the daylight, since in July one can see to read a book as late as 9 p. m.-and so realizes that Britain is well toward the north.

Thence a party of us visited Chester with its old Roman wall, round which we walked, its ancient cathedral and older St, John's church, where new structures are built upon older ones damaged by time. Chester has perhaps more Roman relics than any other place here, and the very name suggests the Roman camp.

A brief nooning beside Shrewsbury Castle, and a railway trip in the swift but diminutive English cars, along the edge of the hills of Wales, past delightful farm scenery where every inch of soil is tilled, set off with hedges, and bright with fields of grain ablaze with poppies and with vegetables, brought us to dear old Stratford on Avon. The familiar pictures do not do it justice. Its old church where Shakespeare lies, seen from Stratford meadows by the river side, forms a vision of beauty that stays with one. The old Shakespeare home, guarded with whimsical care and ceremony, but holding its priceless relics of the great bard, the Shottery where the thatched cottage of his Anne is still preserved intact, are a treat to see.

The next day held for us an ideal carriage trip down past Charlecote Park, where Shakespeare stole the deer, through the beautiful farms and little villages, and rural cottages, ivydressed and straw-thatched, of Warwickshire to Grand Warwick Castle, partly ruined, partly whole and tenanted, approached by a majestic winding passage through verdure-clad walls of living rock. Its majestic towers, its rooms of state, with their valuable pictures and bric a brac, its fine daisy covered lawns and gardened moat, gave to us a grand idea of England's old Feudal days, and made it clear to see how

"The splendor falls on castled walls 
And snowy summits old in story." 


We went on by team to Kennilworth castle and spent some hours wandering over its deserted skeleton, standing in the cellar of the floorless banquet hall where Leicester feasted Queen Elizabeth, and which once echoed to the sounds of royal revelry. We explored its deep dungeons and quaint nooks and turreted battlements and dreamed of the days of chivalry.

Another brief railway ride brought us to venerable Oxford, where we looked into several of its renowned colleges, walked through Addison's walk and marvelled at the treasures of the Bodleian library-so on to London.

London is a great town-a great town. A stranger has to learn how to get about by the maze of 'bus lines, but rejoices that he may ride on top and get the view. He must learn how to get anything to eat that he can like, how to be told "thank you" for everything he receives as well as bestows, how to say "train" for "street car," "booking office" for ticket office, how to think in shillings and pence and how to eat the ubiquitous "jom", but he soon enjoys it all-especially these great. delicious English strawberries, which need no sugar, and may be eaten as you go. But London is great in its immensity, in the traces of the old life, from Roman and Norman days down, its precious groves, its associations with the great men of literature and history which meet you at every turn, its narrow lanes and winding labyrinths of passages, the wealth and variety of its exposed merchandise-its immense markets, like Covent Garden, ablaze at early morning with flowers and fruit, its great cathedrals and venerable churches and sweet chimes, its streets crammed with traffic and hard to cross, wealthy with wares and equipages-and just behind them narrow spaces between stiffly crooked walls of black stained brick, foul and malodorous, crammed with squalid people and dirty children and an air of misery and general hopelessness that make you shudder. It has no eighteen story castles like Chicago, but it has room and demand for much art, a great deal of beauty, for costly memorials of its good and great people, for breathing places where rich and poor may meet, and through it the turbid Thames flows just as it flowed when the Roman chased the Briton from its banks, only now its banks are walls, its bridges are broad and massive, and crowded with vehicles, and these great horses that put their feet down with a truly British thud by no means dull, and its waves float shipping of every land and craft of every size innumerable. One can see in ten minutes where Dickens and Thackeray found materials for their London scenes.

The World's Sunday School convention occupied most of the first week, with incessant sessions from 9:20 a. m. to 9 p. m., with but one hour's breath between sections. Time for sightseeing had to be stolen, and the sessions held many bright, attractive hours. Our English brethren, with wondrously hospitable hearts decorated us with badges, equipped us with tickets, program hymn books and ample city guides as soon as we had registered. America especially was given the warm hand of consideration and place of honor, though India, Japan, Australia, Germany, France, Italy, Africa and other lands besides those of Great Britain, were represented. They opened to us as free headquarters, for reading, writing, toilet and chatting purposes, the splendid suite of rooms occupied by the British Sunday School Union, in the Old Bailey. Rev. Dr. Joseph Parker opened his great galleried City Temple to the sessions, and preached us a grand midweek sermon, from Genesis









1:28 on the Christian's privilege and responsibility of subduing the earth, which was one of the high things of the feast. Preliminary to the program were two delightful Monday evening receptions, one by the British and Foreign Bible Society, who opened their vast ware rooms, heaped with millions of scripture versions in over three hundred dialects, and their large library and assembly room, where speeches were made and a costly collection of ancient bibles of every age and form were on exhibition One of the addresses which will be chiefly remembered, was that on the Story of the English Bible, illustrated by time-worn versions on the desk, by Rev. Dr. Wright, of Ireland. Then came a reception in the historic Mansion House, by the Lord Mayor of London, who with the Lady Mayoress, received us in London state, shaking hands with all, and feasted us in the great banquet hall, showed the splendid rooms and precious things of historic interest, plate, paintings, civic souvenirs, etc., which the Mansion House contains, then entertained us with a concert and closed the evening with a season of short addresses, among which the Lord Mayor heartily endorsed the Word of God in education, and paid fine tribute to the S. S. work and to our Pilgrim Fathers.

There is no time to detail the sessions here. The reports from the different nationalities were deeply interesting. The work moves on gloriously, conquering and to conquer. One is proud to be one of the great Sunday school band. The music of the sessions was finely conducted, in the evenings especially, with chorus and solo work unexcelled. The prayer meetings were warm and helpful. The absence of our great American leader, Mr. B. T. Jacobs was sorely felt, and his brother, Mr. W. B. Jacobs, was unfortunately detained through illness in London. But the English brethren in charge, Messrs. Tower, Liddiard, Belsey, and the Marquis of Northampton and others, carried on the sessions with skill and wisdom. One sometimes hears a stronger average of great convention addresses, but on the whole the program was well sustained. The trend of the speeches was less along practical lines and approved methods of Sunday School work, and more concerning the achievements, victories and prophecies of the Sunday school movement. Wednesday of that week was spent by us all-as a welcome interlude, at the great Crystal Palace, Sydenham, where first a chorus of 5000 children under fourteen sang for us. They sat like a cloud of beauty on the rising seats of the vast semicircular Handel orchestra, midway in the immense building, and were led by the mighty Handel organ, and skilful choir masters. Their renderings, and especially their movement songs, with hands, handkerchiefs, song books, etc., brought into action-in such great numbers, were marvelously picturesque and unique, and received constant applause. Sunday school singing is certainly carried to a higher degree of perfection, and more strongly emphasised in England than in the United States. I never heard such singing before. Think of 5000 children-well trained and at once! In the afternoon we had another adult chorus of 4000, with an immense orchestra rendering oratorio choruses and part songs of similar impiission-though I liked the children best, and in the evening a mandolin orchestral entertainment, with time between to lunch and view the Crystal Palace wonders and beauties which compare finely with the best parts of the Columbian Exposition.

Our closing evening's session was held in the fine and large Queen's Hall, Longham place, with fine music aud interestingly varied congratulatory addresses.

Saturday was devoted to rides and walks, in which the British brethren had pleasantly arranged for elegant conveyance by "brake and four" and for efficient personal conduct, and which touched many points of interest about this great city. Chief among these were the splendid Albert Memorial, erected by Queen Victoria (how these Britons honor and love their queen) in the edge of Hyde Park.-the empty Hous's of Parliament through which we were led by Mr. A. L. Spicer, M. P., visiting the rooms of both houses and West ninster Abbey, which I must not venture to describe.

Thence by city and country roads beautiful in scenery, we drove to Dulwick, where all the delegates were delightfully entertained with music, refreshments and social intercourse in the spacious park-like grounds of Mr. and Mrs. Evan Spicer. I wish there were time and space for more, but one knows not where to begin or end. One could spend three years in London alone and not see and hear all the things of interest. S. T. KIDDER.

A Brand Plucked From the Burning. Such, it seems to me, is one whose story, briefly told will, I hope, interest the readers of the Church Life, and, it may be, help some lost wanderer back to the way of life and peace. He is by birth a Finlander, but by long association with the Swedes speaks that language better than his native tongue. He is thirty-two years old. Ten years ago he came to America finding his way soon to the lumbering region of North Wisconsin. He fell into the drink habit. Lower and lower he sank until he reached the depths of degradation by becoming a saloon keeper, and but for the grace and mercy of God his life's story might have been told in the verse of the poet:




"He dug a pit as deep as hell,"

And into it many a drunkard fell.

He dug a pit for sordid pelf,

And into that pit he fell himself."

My acquaintance with him began when, nearly two years




1




ago, I entered upon gospel work in my present field, Lac du Flambeau, northern Wisconsin. He had given up the saloon business, but was still fast bound in the chains of the drink habit. Amid all his sin and degradation he seems to have had aspirations for a better life, and I believe the Holy Spirit was working within him. He came into our meetings, both Sabbath services and prayer meetings, sometimes taking part in the same. But his appetite for strong drink still held the mas tery over him, he at times drinking to intoxication. At this juncture something moved him to seek the aid of the Keeley Cure, a step to which the influence and advice of bis good wife doubtless largely contributed. At her request and by his wish, I consented to accompany him to a sanitarium in Milwaukee, a noble-hearted railroad officer granting him, at my request, a free pass to go and return. At the end of three weeks he returned to his home a saved man as I trust. Three months have passed and he is, to all appearance, a freeman in Christ: an open, earnest, praying Christian, one of my right hand men, giving ready and hearty assistance in every good work. He keeps cows and sells milk to families. On his rounds to deliver the milk he passes my study in the church, and often comes in to enjoy a season of prayer. His prayers are remarkable for their directness and their child-like simplicity. Some of his utterances in those prayers I have jotted down as nearly as my memory would serve me, and will repeat them here in his broken English, explaining that by the word "grub" he means food, and that my daughter for whom he prays, is a missionary of the American Board in India.

"O Fader, I ask you to help me. You has help me many times, an I tank you. You foun me when I was way down, a lost sinner, goin in de dark way. You brought me out an helped me up. O forgive my sins, an help me to be like you. Bless all de people roun here; bless everybody; bless de people in de war, and help em to be right; bless Brudder Millard an his family, he has done so much for me; bless his daughter in de far country an help her in her work; bless my wife and chilen; bless de meeting tonight and make it a good meeting. O Fader, I ask you to lead me in you good way, an help me to be right an true. You don't expect much of me, an I'm glad you so merciful an kine. I tank you for all you mercies; for health an grub, an everyting good. Bless all my friends here, an bless dat kine railroad superintendent what give me de pass to go to de sanitarium."

In the city that hath foundations, I hope to meet this brand plucked from the burning. S. N. MILLARD.

Rev. Washington Choate D. D.

At the New York office of the Congregational Home Missionary Society Congregational rooms, Fourth Avenue and 22nd St., the special oversight of particular portions of the country is divided between the two general secretaries, Rev. J. B. Clark D. D. and Rev. Washington Choate D. D. Secretary Choate
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jooks after Wisconsin hence we have a special interest in lookng upon his accompanying pictured face, since the arduous duties of the office, especially since secretary Kincaid's death,, as well as the financial burdens, make it impracticable for him to visit the field in person as often as desired.









The Congregational Home Missinoary Society.

   CONGREGATIONAL ROOMS, FOURTH AVE. and 22d st., nEW YORK. 
Rev. Joseph. Clark, D.D., Rev. Washington Choate, D.D., Secretaries. 
                 William Howland, Treasurer. 


North Wisconsin District.

SECRETARY HOME W. CARTER, Superintendent, Beloit, Wis. 
         District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW. 
                 President, REV. H. C. TODD. 





President REV. H. C. TODD, Vice-President D. L. WIGGINS and REV. J. R. Smith, Executive Committee.




Church News.




BIRNAMWOOD. Pastor J. Lloyd Smith returned after an absence of three weeks bringing his bride with him. A very hearty reception was tendered them. Mrs. Smith has already found a place in the hearts of the people in the field which includes Norrie and Eland. The new parsonage will soon be finished.

CURTISS. A pastor is expected soon. New purpose has inspired the church to larger and deeper work.

PRENTICE. Rev. A. Chambers, pastor, is indisposed as the result of hard and faithful work but by needed rest for a time he hopes to be himself again.




CONSECRATION.




"Not when the consecrating hand is laid 
Upon the head of him who goes to preach 
The blessed gospel, does he fully reach 
The point of ordination; but when made 


To face his weakness in the gloomy shade

Of seeming failure, when his care-wrought speech 
Falls feebly on the hearts he fain would teach, 
And things of earth all seem a masquerade, 
He turns to God with helpless, yearning cry, 
And the sweet spirit of humility, 


The gentleness and weakness of a child 
Possesses him, and he lives a life faith-filled. 


Then the dear hand that blessed him while it pained 
Will lead him to his work, by God ordained." 





WAR.




(Anon.)




The following message was received by The Ram's Horn, Chicago, from Chickamauga, Ga. Four hundred and fifty men unconditionally surrendered to Jesus Christ in eight services held Sunday. Many, many more to follow. F. G. R.

Rev. D. S. Toy writes from Camp Thomas, "I have never seen men so anxious for the gospel. On last Friday I visited the tent used by the First Missouri and Fourteenth New York regiments and held a service lasting one hour. At the close seventy men came forward to express their acceptance of




Christ."




Mr. J. H. Burke writes, "One night last week a fine-looking young man from Wisconsin got up at the close of the meeting and said: "Boys, I came on these grounds as tough a case as ever walked. My father is a Presbyterian minister, and my mother is a God-fearing woman, but I paid no attention to them while I was at home. The night before last I came to the meeting and I accepted Christ as my personal Saviour and now I want to confess Him.-Record of Christian Work.




HOME MISSIONS.




There are many incentives for gifts for Home missions, the lack of religious privileges in new settlements and towns in the state, the multitudes at our doors who need the gospel; but may we not see in the following from a recent address by Pandita Ramabai, incentives to so lead us to obey the command of Christ that our gifts shall come more generously and the results be more wide-spread?
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The Hindu women have been made slaves, and it is the Christian people who are bringing them the liberty of Christianity. Our philosophers have never established schools for our women and girls, but they have taught that it was a religious duty to burn thousands of widows alive. The women are very necessary in order to cook the food and care for husbands, but when the husbands die they are good for nothing. The next duty of a woman is that she must be married, no matter how old or how young she is. You cannot find many unmarried women in that country (India). The religious books teach that unmarried women are going to hell to be doomed to eternal punishment, and so the first care of the parents is to get a girl baby married. As soon as a girl baby is born in the family, the father begins to think where he can get a husband for her. When she is about nine or ten months old, he goes to a neighbor and says, "I have a daughter and would like your sou to get married, and will he marry my daughter?" And so they are married. The two men fall in love with each other and the contract is settled between them.

Perhaps there are 700 girls in 1,000 that are married under ten years of age, for no girl is allowed to remain unmarried after she is twelve years of age. It is only the low castes who allow them to remain unmarried until they are fourteen or fifteen; high caste men get their girls married before they are ten years of age. What happens after? If the man dislikes the woman, why he has the divine right of marrying as many women as he likes, for the man is considered the incarnation of the god Vishnu, and that god has 6,000 wives in this life. A man can get married to several women at a time. There are some high caste people who get so high as to marry,100 or 150 wives at a time. They do not have a very good memory and




so they keep a directory of their wives and children. As the husband is immortal, the Hindu religion says that a woman must never marry again when her husband dies. If they want to get to heaven, and do not stop anywhere else, then they must burn themselves alive. Seventy years ago the women used to be burned alive with the dead bodies of their husbands, but now that is stopped by law. Now the women are taught to cast themselves in the sacred rivers or take opium, and to to to heaven where they may find their husbands. go *** The Hindu woman's religious duties consist in household cares and the worship of her husband. After rising early and attending to the cares of her house, her next duty is to put her head on the sacred feet of her husband and worship him. When he comes home from business with bare feet, her duty is to take warm water and wash those beautiful feet and drink the water in order to purify herself. Woman is naturally unholy and drinking that dirty water is what sanctifies her. That cleanses her from all sin and there is nothing else, and in this way she is to live all her life.




Impressions of Monona.

Though this year's encampment at Monona Lake was the nineteenth, doubtless many yet of Our Church Life readers are quite strangers to its attractions. To all such we would say with enthusiasm, "Come and see and hear for yourselves." When God scooped out these twin lakes with his glacier plow to be the charming mirror borders of our capitol city, he moulded a gentle slope where Monona's beauties center and then pavilioned and carpeted it in green for summer assemblages of his children. And here they gather by the thousand, from farm and village and city, from kitchen and school and office and shop, on the broad platform of intelligent Christian democracy, the best types of Wisconsin's people. They have come for a little period of relaxation and inspiration, without which who can live healthfully and hopefully? The world's The spirit of peace and rest and high ideals pervades the place hurry is left behind. Its care and sordidness are forgotten. and even you cannot escape it, O, fretted, fretful soul! These are the people who read and think, who can discuss many questions with you, who are interested in the pressing questions of progress and reform, who also have an appreciation of the best in music and art, while caring very little for the trivialities of so called society. Those who prefer a little exclusive circle of their own set or church or fraternity, are not here. Yet to some of the lectures and concerts another two thousand flock over from Madison. It is a magnificent audience that fills the tabernacle, overflowing often the shady lawn about. And equally worthy is the entertainment furnished. It is not enough merely to have read the words of the great and wise. Back of the utterance stands the person. It is a mutual advantage both to the prophet and to the people to stand face to face. You better understand his message. He can speak it to you more forcefully. The platform and the pulpit will never become obsolete, though the press fills the air with its pages all silent and impersonal. It is a splendid service which is rendered by the management of these large assemblies when it is made possible at slight expense for thousands to see and hear Mrs. Maude Ballington Booth telling with consuming passion of devotion her story of the bringing of the everlasting gospel to the hardened, hopeless men in the state prisons; Sam Small repeating with the eloquence of positive experience the tale of his conversion and the lessons therefrom for the temperance reform; ex-president Andrews discussing, as a statesman conversant with statesmen and as none of our journals have discussed, the great problems of European politics and our own notions in relation thereto; Dr. Barrows rehearsing with calm, clear vision of the superiority of the Christian faith his observations of the Oriental faiths; those also whose greatness lacks not eccentricity and self consciousnessTalmage and Buckley and Senator Mason. How was our confidence in the gospel strengthened as we listened to Robert Wendling's lecture on Saul of Tarsus, and our sense made clear of the one real peril of our body politic as he led us in a study of Mirabeau and the French Revolution! How did Dr. Worden, and Mrs. Crafts, and Miss Brehm kindle anew our interest in Bible study and in home Christianity! Must not great assemblies of this sort yield much more than the temporary relaxation and pleasure? Shall they not be a large instrument for crystallizing of the thought of our Wisconsin poeple about high Christian ideals and for bringing nearer together those who are seeking Christ's kingdom in our commonwealth? Let them still be planned, as they seem to have been, with this high aim in view. And then let us go up to them when we can. "How goodly are thy tents, O, Monona, and thy tabernacles, O, Third Lake!" W. M. E.









Superintendent Carter's first official trip into North Wisconsin was for the dedication of the Lac du Flambeau meeting house elsewhere reported. In connection, he found pleasure in calls and conferences with President Todd in his reading room, parsonage and church at Eagle River, and with pastor Kemp at Rhinelander, meantime renewing and extending his acquaintance with the vast forests, numerous lakes, with the growing hamlets and towns of our Northern Wonderland.




Carter




Superintendents Haun and planned to spend two or three weeks immediately following the Madeline Island Conference in a missionary tour through portions of North Wisconsin for acquaintance, fellowship and general helpfulness.

Mr. Haun was to introduce Mr. Carter to some unfamiliar portions of his new field, they holding joint services, an evening at a place during the week and taking turns at two or three neighboring places upon the Sabbath, thus together seeking to further the Kingdom as represented by the two closely affiliated societies whose work they superintend.

District Missionary Whitelaw will make his our more leisurely yet more, laboriously as he responds to imitations to visit fields in special need of his ser




vices.




Medford, county seat of Taylor county after a month's services by Dis




NIAGARA

VAPOR.. BATHS..




trict Missionary Whitelaw took the preliminary steps for a church organization (our only one in the county) the latter part of July, and invited Rev. a.d Mrs. Jesse Sarles to begin work August 1, with the hope of retaining them permanently for this promising new enterprise, which has the reasonable expectation of being selfsupporting from the start. Mr. Sarles is of the last class of Yale Seminary, also a graduate with his wife of Madison university. They spent a year during his course at Yale, with Necedah church with great acceptableness, Mrs. Sarles returing to New Haven with her husband for his last year there. The church is greatly favored with such leadership at the beginning of its life.

This field is one from which repeated and urgent imitations have come for a Congregational Church and is one which superintendent Grassie had visited, and expected to develop, when his sickness and death interveined.

Dunbar and North Crandon neither
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organized as a church, formerly joked CATARRH INHALER




under the same missionary, have both now chosen other affiliations. North Crandon by a mutual understanding between superintendent Grossie and the Presbyterian representative, has for some months been yoked with Crandon under a Presbyterian Missionary.

Dunbar, after failing to affiliate satisfactorily with the Scandinavians 'under a pastor who should preach in both languages has recently invited Presiding Elder Farmer to organize an M. E. church in the place.




The Three Graces, Faith,

Hope and Charity.

Star-eyed Graces; 
Angel faces-- 


Hope and faith, and love divine

Weak and weary, 
Sad and dreary, 


Let your lives o'er shadow mine.




FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper.

CURES BY INHALATION, And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897. "It cured me in three days of a stubborn cough. I believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS, ODESSA, Mo., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and RheumaW. O. DANNALSON tism." ISAAC MILLER, Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.] SPECIAL OFFER:

I will for a short time mail any reader of this paper my new Inhaler with Medicine for one year on three day's trial free.

If it gives satisfaction, send me $1.00, if not return it. Send for it pow. Address, DR. E. J. WORST, Box Ashland, Ohio
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We are the original manufacturers of portable Vapor Baths.

We have, during the last ten years, supplied thousands of our Baths to physicians, hospitals, sanitariums, etc., and we are now, for the first time, advertising them direct to the general public.

IN BUYING A

VAPOR BATH




Get one with a

steel frame that

stands on the

floor. If a man




ufacturer doesnot show you a cut of the frame without the covering, you may take it for granted that his "Steel Frame" is a wire hoop that rests on the shoulders of the bather.

Get one that is covered with proper material. Insist on seeing a sample of material before ordering. We make our own covering material and print it with a handsome "all over" pattern of Niagara Falls.

Get one with a thermometer attachment. Don't go it blind-a bath that is too hot or not hot enough will be of no benefit to you.

Get one that you can return and have your money back if not satisfactory in every way. Send for sample of material and interesting booklet that will tell you all about Vapor Baths.

Vapor Baths are an acknowledffed householdnecessity. Turkish, HotAir, Vapor,Sulphur or Medicated Baths at Home, 3c. Purifies system, produces cleanliness, health, strength. Prevents disease, obesity. Cures Colds, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, LaGrippe, Malaria, Eczema, Catarrh, Female Ills, Blood, Skin, Nerve and Kidney Troubles. Beautifies Complexion.
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RELIABILITY

is a quality some newspapers have lost sight of in these days of "yellow" journalism. They care little for truth and a great deal for temporary sensation.

It is not so with THE CHICAGO RECORD.

The success of THE RECORD rests upon its reliability. It prints the news--all the news-and tells the truth about it.

It is the only American newspaper outside New York city 
that has its own exclusive dispatch boat service and its 
own staff correspondents and artists at the front in both 
hemispheres. 


It is the best illustrated daily newspaper in the world. 
Its war news service is unapproachably the best. 
Says the Urbana (Ill.) Daily Courier: 


"We read the war news in the other papers, then we turn to THE CHICAGO RECORD to see how much of it is true.'




99




Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison street, Chicago.
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education

of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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West and North-West. Emerson Hall




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager.




W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




The beautiful new building for the Young Women of the College, amply providing for every comfort and convenience, is




now




READY FOR USE




The 52nd year opens Sept. 13, 1898.




Address




President Eaton or Principal Burr.




Beloit, Wis.









VOL. IV.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT
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Our Church

Life.




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of 
   thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,
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North Dakota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers




per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSING 
CENTRAL 


LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





[image: [merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small]]


Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 


                               REV. Dr. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. w. Cor. Main & 80 Sts.. Louisville, Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St., Chi., HI, 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                             One fee registers in both of 










VOL. 4.




Educational.




BELOIT, SEPTEMBER, 1898.




Who should go to college? It would be easier, perhaps, to answer the question who should not go. If a young man, or woman, is incurably dull, or lazy, or low in his tastes and ambitions, or evil-minded, surely he should not go to college. It would be difficult to advise such a person to go anywhere; or indeed to stay anywhere; but certainly the college is no place for him. But many, it is to be hoped, of these classes are not incurables. Is the college a good place to work a cure for dullness, laziness and grovelling tastes and practices? In the majority of instances I do not believe that it is. With some, possibly, the stimulating moral and intellectual atmosphere of the college would be just the thing to bring them to their senses and get them to doing hard, hone ́t work; but generally it would not have this effect. As a rule, I think, the best discipline for such young people is to be found in throwing them on their own resources, expecting them to earn their own living without assistance of any kind. The world is a severe disciplinarian; and its discipline is usually effective except in cases that are absolutely hopeless.




Probably the young man whose mind is fixed immovably on the making of the most possible money in the shortest space of time should not go to college. Yet reliable statistics could be brought tending to show that a college education is no hindrance even in a career of money making. Notwithstanding these statistics I should hesitate long before advising a young man to go to college as a preparation for such a career. If, however, one wishes to be prepared not only for money making, but also for the spending of money so that the utmost of good shall come out of it both for its owner and for the world at large, that is a different question. I doub whether one can get this preparation better anywhere than at a Christian college. A college bred man, if any considerable portion of the college remains with him, can hardly give himself up to miserliness, or to selfish luxury and display. He, if any one, will s ek to enrich the community with the noblest forms of archite ture and art, and with ennobling philanthropies. He will have large views of what it is to do good and will know som'thing of the difficulties that lie in the way of doing good wisely. Surely there is nothing better than a college education under Christian influences to fit a man for the bereficent expenditure of money.




NO. II.




The question often arises whether the young man who expects to be a farmer, or a merchant, or to follow any other of the ordinary, non-professional pursuits should go to college. Why not? Of course there may be many reasons of a personal nature, applicable in individual cases, why such young men should deny themselves this privilege, but are there any applicable to the whole class? Why should there not be many literally educated farmers and merchants and contractors? Who would be the worse off? Who would not be better off? That farmers and merchants have no occasion for the use of

Latin and Creek, and the rest of college lore, in the doing of their work should not have a feather's weight. We are bearing much now about the man behind the gun. The more of a man you have behind the gun the better gunner he is. He needs to know a great deal more than the mere technicalities of his art. It is well if he can read Shakespeare and appreciate him. An appreciation of Shakespeare would help him keep his head in the smoke and roar of a Santiago fight. So we need broadly cultured men behind the common employments of life. Our farmers especially should fight all tendencies, and they are many, which operate to make of the farmers a sort of lower class, a peasantry in the continental sense. Let our farmers educate their boys, and then, if they wish, let them go back to the farm with no feeling that their education has been wasted.

Indeed let every one, man or woman, go to college who has a strong desire to make the most of himself and to connect himself broadly and vitally with the universe in the midst of which we find ourselves. Four or five years devoted to the simple purpose of en'arging one's self, without regard to any particular calling, are not thrown away. Indeed they form the richest and most fruitful period in the life of any one who makes good use of them.
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EDITORIAL.




these themselves are totally unacquainted with the




The Golden Rule and the Nineteenth Cen- very first principles of obedience, submission and




tury Rule.




The expression is often made that comprisons are odious and liable to create a spirit of animosity. And yet by contrasting age with age, men with men and principles with principles, we are usually able to arrive at better conclusions in regard to any subject before us for consideration, than when only a circumscribed view may be taken. Christ's marvelous sermon delivered on the mountain-side, is

the wonderful pro uct of a master mind in this respect and yet not more wonderful than the Life of Him of whom in these later days it may still be said "Never man spake like this man."

In this discourse He not only gives us glimpses of those who are to be citizens of the New Kingdom, but he also unfolds to us the New Life with its duties, privileges, dangers and responsibilities. Long before this the world had received numerous laws with which to regulate society and individual life, but now this principle which Christ sets before men is that of doing to others as we would have others do unto us, and this we must take to mean when we place ourselves in imagination in their position, and laboring under like circumstances with them. The New Principle which is now everywhere spoken of as the Golden Rule, calls upon men not simply to abstain from rendering evil to others for evil received; but mankind must learn to render good for evil, overcoming evil with good.

The age in which we now live receives many designations. Many speak of the present century as noted chiefly for its wonderful achievements in the field of invention, while others class this as a distinctively missionary age, and still others declare that the present is a time which is chiefly noted for its independence.

There is doubtless much of truth in each asser. tion, but the last alore is now open for our consideration and in this last respect we might call the Nineteenth Century Rule, "The Rule of Individual. ism." This condition tends to dishonest methods in business and trade, and in much of the dealings between man and man: and then to make a sort of compromise with evil it is called business keenness and financial shrewdness, while in reality it may only be one of the many forms of refined robbery.

To manifest the principles of the Golden Rule, one must have these principles in himself, controlling his life in all its thoughts, words and deeds, and then will be found one who is merciful and honest in his dealings with, and judgment of his fellowmen. For be assured that generosity and benevolence and helpfulness and sympathy are usually manifest in such lives. For a haughty overbearing man will find it beyond his sphere to teach humility, nor may a selfish or vicious man be expected to teach to others the grace of charity, while




love.




Service to Christ today may not be offered in the breaking the costly alabaster box with Mary of old in her worthy gift of remembrance, but service to Christ today must be wrought out in service to humanity. In all this great work the Golden Rule is wonderfully practical, and far reaching beyond all human conception.
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It is not so much doctrine nor creed that men need in these days, nor even new fields for enterprise, as it is the large spirit of sympathy, the Christ spirit of love. This having been attained, it will enable men to love God and love their fellowmen; and love to the manward side must make no conditions as to color or race, or even standing in society. The worldly usage, it will be granted, is often manifest in the honoring of the great at the expense of the humble, and the man of means at the expense of the man of toil

But men shall not learn the gospel aright until they bear in mind the fact that it is intended to teach men to be good citizens of earth as well as of Heaven. We are to put into operation down here the principles of the Kingdom up yonder, and thus make human life more blessed in that we learn to bear the burdens of one another. Such a view as this should teach men that to live is after all a very solemn thing. Men therefore are debtors to their fellowmen, whether they like it or not. The hermit or the monk, in the cave or the hut were unnatural productions, and so are the self-centered lives of today, wherever they may be found and whatever their sphere of occupation.

The Golden Rule is the Rule of Love, and as such is the very opposite of that which calls forth hatred and jealousy and bigotry and idleness, or even heedlesness of others' interests and forgetfulness of their crying need; not to speak of the setting the weaker brother aside for self gain, and the adding to one's own wealth at his expense.

Actions like these are not of Love, and conse

quently not of God. Let he who reads reveal to himself whether such actions are prevalent today, and whether they may be considered a natural outcome of the rule which dominates the closing days of the Nineteenth Century. WM. A. GERRIE,
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Rev. William Crawford was born at Barre, Mass., January 3, 1835. He graduated from Leicester Academy, Mass., in 1853, and from Amherst College in 1857. Was for one year at Union Theological Seminary, and for two years at Andover, graduating from the latter in 1860. He was ordained to the ministry at Clearwater, Minn., in 1861, supplying the church there for a year and a half, supplied the church in Danvers Center, Mass., for several months; and in 1863 went to Central City, Colorado where he resided for nearly five years, being the first Congregational minister to labor in that territory. In 1869 he became pastor of the Presbyterian Church (so called) in Green Bay, remaining there for 11 years. One year of this time he spent in travel in Europe, Egypt, and the Holy Land. In 1880 he was married to Miss Judith Perkins




BOAROMANMIL




Mrs Judith C. Crawford was born Sept. 11, 1852 at Oroomiah, Persia, where her father, Rev. Jos. G. Cochram, and her mother, Mrs. Deborah Plumb Cochran, were missionaries of the American Board. She inherited the name of Judith Perkins, "The Persian Flower," being born a few days after her death, and receiving her silver cup, her doll and her pony. Miss Judith Cochran was brought to America when thirteen years old, and found a home in the family of Henry H. Hale, Esq., of Buffalo, at whose residence she was married in 1880. graduated from the Buffalo High School, and, from Norton Academy, Mass., and subsequently attended lectures for a year at Andover Theological Seminary, expecting at that time to return as a missionary to




Persia.




She




She has always been a leader in woman's work for missions, and the Ladies' Missionary Cochran of Buffalo, and together they spent six Society in Sparta, of which she is Secretary, is one of the largest and most prosperous in the State.




months in Great Britain. For fifteen months he supplied the church in Washington, Conn., and came to Sparta in April, 1883. He received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Amherst College in 1879.

Mr. and Mrs. Crawford have three children, William Wilberforce aged 16, Arthur Whipple aged 13, and Dora Judith aged 10.




On a tombstone in Indiana is the following inscription: "This monument was erected to the memory of John Jinkins, accidentally shot as a mark of affection by his brother."-The Kingdom.




Reduced to Figures.

A Glasgow paper thus analyses the music of the bagpipes: "Big flies on window, '72 per cent; cats on midnight tiles, 11 per cent; voices of infant puppies, 6 per cent; grunting hungry pigs in the morning, 5 per cent; steam whistles, 3 per cent; chant of cricket, 2 per cent."-New York Tribune.




"The girl next door can make her piano talk." "That's all right; I'll get out my cornet in a minute, and you'll hear me make it swear.









BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




ought to care for all of its own work and more. Will the churches double their offerings for this growing work? The reply in actual returns is




Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Literary Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Review, Exchange and Church-note Editor-REV. SAMUEL T. eagerly awaited. 
         KIDDER, Ripon. 





Contributing Editors




December, MRS. KATE M. Kingsley Ide, Milwaukee. 
January, REV. E. L. MORSE, Tomah. 
February, REV. J. A. Rowell, Mondovi. 
March, MR. E. ÉBEN REXFORD, Shiocton. 
April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, REV. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, REV. J. W. GERRIE, Clintonville, 
       October, PRES. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
      November. REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Ripon. 
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Editorial Briefs.




One of our best laymen without a murmur but with the air of simply paying for value received, started to count out $6 for three years back dues of himself and son for Our Church Life. He had to be reminded that the subscription price is but 25 cents not $1 per year, to any post office address.




The Madeline Island Home Missionary Conference held August 10 was more largely attended by representative business men and pastors than was even hoped for. About 40 came from a distance, about half of them from the Southern section of the state. As is indicated by the full reports elsewhere, it was a meeting of great value in the line of union and advance in Home Missionary interests, and of added interest and profit at the coming Sparta Anniversary. Large credit is due Rev. E. P. Salmon for making possible in such surroundings, this conference, and similar gatherings in the future.




Instead of $4,000 as some have supposed, double that amount of increase over the current receipts of our state society, is needful to make wise the undertaking of the entire support of our state work by the home society. The first amount named is needed to bridge without legacies the chasm between recent receipts and experditures of the state society, to say nothing of about the same amount and more needed for North Wisconsin.

There is no question that Wisconsin can and




Note the unusually generous space left at Sparta for Our Home Missionary interests and plan for an carnest Home Missionary prayer and testimony meeting Thursday a. m.




Councils seem to be the order of the day. Four organizations at Bobb's Mills August 16th at Medford Sept. 6th, at Hewitt and Shortville, Clark Co. Sept. 8th and 9th.




For ordinations at Plymouth, F. C. Bliss, Aug. 25th at Raymond, J. G. Hewitt, Sept. 4, at Retreat, J. W. Holway, Sept. 7.




The dedication of the Grays Mills church was set for Sept. 6. West Superior, Cumberland, Steuben and Spring Valley will follow soon.




District Missionary Cheney and wife have the congratulations and best wishes of Our Church Life, in the safe and happy passage of their twentieth wedding anniversary upon August 28th. Many happy returns with continued blessedness all the way between, is the hearty wish of their hosts of friends.




"Our Church would not have had such trouble, if it had been organized this way," (that's by examination of candidates with advice and aid of Council.)




A second hand spring buggy and a second hand organ, or their equivalent in cash would add to the comfort and effectiveness of two hardworking

missionaries and their families.




The Milwaukee Congregational Club will hold the first meeting for the season of 1898-9 at Grand Avenue Church, Tuesday, October 11. Pres. E. D. Eaton, D. D., of Beloit College will give an address on his recent trip to China. Rev. A. N. Hitchcock, D. D., of Chicago, is expected to speak upon The Philippine Islands from the Missionary Standpoint. The choir of the Grand Avenue church will sing.

The club holds four meetings a year and welcomes to its membership Congregationalists of neighboring places.




Editor Our Church Life, Menasha; Wis. :-I endorse as fact and truth that article of Chas. E. Blodgett on "Why so few Conversions?" in Aug. ust Our Church Life. Hope it will be read by many for he puts the case well.-H. A. FRENCH, Ed. Nebraska Cong'l News.









The Madeline Island Conference. the first topic and was presented and spoken of by




The informal conference called by SecretarySuperintendent Carter, as noted in the last issue of Our Church Life, to consider the special Home Missionary problems, financial and otherwise of each end of the state and the relations of the two sections was held on Madeline Island, August 10, under a tent in front of the old Mission building the oldest building extant in the Northwest having been built in 1833-4 The bright sunshine, the cool and bracing air, and the wide outlook over the bay, coupled with the hallɔwel spot where consecrated men and women in days gone by sacrificed labored and prayed that the gospel of the Son of God might be given to a benighted race made an ideal da and place for the questions to be considered. Anticipating our coming Rev. E. P. Salmon of Beloit, the present owner of the property,

assisted b Rev. E P. Wheeler and wife of Ashland, had made every provision for the comfort and enjoyment of their guests.









Among those present were; From Beloit,-Sec. and Supt. H. W. Carter, Dr. Geo. Leavitt, Rev. E. P. Salmon and sister, Prof. A. W. Burr; Madison,Rev. H. A. Miner, Supt. Geo. C. Haun, F. J. Lamb, Esq; Ashland, -Rev. Arthur Beach, Rev. and Ms. E. P. Whee'er, Miss Hattie Wheeler, Rev. S. E. Lathrop and wif; Whit water,-C. M. Blackman Esq; William's Bay,─Dr. Joseph Collie; Eagle River, Rev. H. C. Todd, President N. Wis. H. M.S; West Superior,-Rev. J. R. Smith; Prentice,-Rev. and Mrs. Alex. Chambers; Clintonville,-Rev. W. A. Gerrie; Washburn,--Rev. John Gibson; Hayward, Rev. and Mrs. S. W. Winslow; Tomahawk,-Rev. Samuel MacNeill; Mellen,--Rev. J. O. Buswell; Iron Belt,--Rev. Geo. A. Wayne; Antigo,—— Rev. Wm. Pease; Durand,--Rev. John A. Eakin; W. Salem,--Rv. and Mrs. F. B. Doe; Milwaukee, --Rev. J. B J. B Davison-Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, and Rev. S. N. Millard; Two Rivers,--Rev. J. N. Davidson; Fort Atkinson,-Rev. and Mrs. Fred Staff, Mrs. H. W. McArthur; Viroqua,-Rev. J. A. Stemen; Menasha, Mr. E. D.









Smith; Stoughton,—Rev J. H. Kimball and sister; Racine, Mr. E. B. Kilburn and wife; Mondovi,—Mr. and Mrs. R. Southworth; Portage,-Rev. J. D. Whitelaw.

The conference organized by making Supt. Geo. C. Haun moderator and Rev. J.D. Whitelaw scribe.

Prayer was offered by Dr. Leavitt, singing, "Come thou Almighty King." The object of the meeting was stated by Rev. H. W. Carter, in which was outlined the present plan for the carrying on of the Home Missionary work of the state as outlined in the call for the conference. He also presented a program which by vote was made the order of the day, general discussion of topics being deferred until all topics had been presented.

The Peculiar Problems of North Wisconsin was




Revs. Alex. Chambers and F. B. Doe. Among points mentioned by the first speaker were sudden changes in population, a general degeneracy and

lo Christian and other ideals. Mr. Doe referred to the peculiarities incident to a divided state in church work, and urged not only union but immediate self support. Only so much work as could be sustained without outside aid should be undertaken; an our limited funds should be used where they will do the greatest good to the greatest number. At this point let the vigorous language of Mr. Doe might be misunderstood the moderator could not refrain from putting in a word for the small towns that might not live longer than ten or fifteen years.

The relations of North and South Wisconsin as
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The Financial Problems of North Wisconsin were presented by Rev. S. E. Lathrop. He urged that vigorous effort be put forth to increase the funds necessary to the prosecution of the work.

C. M. Blackman read a carefully prepared, thoughtful and vigorous paper upon the Financial Problems of South Wisconsin as affecting our Home Missionary work, urging some business-like and binding plan for raising a largely increased amount of money. Adjournmen till 2 p. m.

In the afternoon after singing "Come thou fount," repeating in concert the twenty third psalm and prayer by Rev. J. R. Smith the topic Our Church Life w is presented and spoken of by Revs. W. A. Gerrie and E. P. Salmon.

The above topics being presented by those to whom they were assigned a general discussion limited to five minute speeches followed.

Our Church Life was first considered, Mesters Carter, Blakeslee, MacNeill, Davidson, Eakin, Gerrie, Leavitt, Davison, and Miner taking part.

It was made evident in the discussion that if the subscriptions now due were paid the deficit for the publication of the paper would be if not wholly met, the amount due being over five hundred dollars. A resolution was adopted requesting the Executive committee of the W. H M. S. to obtain new bids for the printing and mailing of the paper.

The financial problems were discussed by Messrs. Dce, E. D. Smith, Lamb, Pease, J. R. Smith, Gerrie, Davison, Miner, Chambers, Blakeslee, Davidson, Leavitt, Haun, Whitelaw, Carter, Bla kman, Wheeler and Gibson.

Mr. Carter, while hopeful as to the future did not think that the state was ready at present for self support unless effective plans could be in(CONTINUED ON page 174.)
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The Madeline Island conference, with over three weeks of touring through the great north, with daily calls and nightly meetings usually a night in a place and three services upon each of the Sabbaths, have given the writer enlarged views and deepened emphasis concerning the great need and vast possibilities of our beloved commonwealth.

One comes "below" after having been "above" to the border of our northern inland sea, with a sense of littleness before the vastness and the ruggedness of our problem for the upper regions, yet with exhilaration and hope over its progress and possibilities, and with a sobered and strengthened sense of the urgent need and duty for an immediate advance movement.

Supt. G. C. Haun's plan to act as pilot and coadjutor throughout the tour, was broken into at the start by a telegraphic summons to the funeral of his little niece at his old Syracuse, N. Y. home.

But to have had far more than half the time the guidance of his genial enthusiasm, and the passport of his intimate acquaintance with all parts of the field, added greatly to the value of a trip which was full of varied interest and of lasting profit to the visitors at least. Twenty-two places were visited all but three being missionary points, and at all but five public services were held, a part of these jointly by the two visitors.

All the missionaries coming under the jurisdiction of the Northern superintendent were visited, and now, with previous visits, all but two of our Northern Missionary churches have been visited by the new superintendent.

These calls were not for money but in the interest of acquainanceship, fellowship and general helpfulness.

The state map locating the 250 members of our Congregational household was explained, and a missionary or evangelistic sermon was preached. Explanations were made of the recent step, involving the oversight of the whole state by one man representing two societies, with a new District Missionary (Rev. J. D. Whitelaw) spending his time upon the field answering the most urgent calls under the direction of the superintendent-this step involving no change in the relations of the State Society to the N. Wis. district at present, nor until support enough shall be assured to make wise our reunion in the orderly way.

The tour began after the Lake Superior Conference with a service Friday evening, 12th, at Iron River on the Northern Pacific, west of Ashland, where Pastor Brink was only awaiting the extension of the water works into the parsonage to move his family from W. Superior. Saturday gave a view of Duluth, "fifteen miles long a half mile wide and a mile high," with its tiers of dancing lights at night and from the Duluth pavilion reached by railway up the bluff, a view of the great bay, the points, (the narrow Minnesota point having residences and a horse railway out for some miles) and the various Superiors five miles away and extending over miles of a treeless (except for the new settings) plain,-West Superior now the




main part with 20,000 people, old or East Superior three miles away, South Superior as far South, and "The Steel Plant" with our Hope Church two miles west, all comprising 30,000 people under one municipality, and destined to be greater and yet greater.

Sabbath morning found the map in the Opera House, to meet the remnant of Pilgrim church who were not on a vacation, the church having worshiped here for months because of the insufficiency of the old meeting house moved from a mile or so away to this center where the new commodious and unostentatious tabernacle will be ready for dedication this fall, and will be filled by the earnest, brotherly and worthily popular pastor, Rev. J. R. Smith.

At night Hope church gave evidence of loyalty to its name, its great opportunity and its grave responsibility under its new pastor, Rev. F. W. Heberlein a Wisconsin and a Ripon College boy, just from Yale Seminary.

Monday, down one arm of the "Omaha Railway" X to Bloomer in its rich farming surroundings, where in spite of the fact that the Supt's, hieroglyphics had been deciphered to mean "now" (Saturday) instead of "Mon." (Monday,) a good congregation on two hours notice was secured by Pastor Wm. H. Atcheson and his son. Then since the "limited" didn't stop that night as it was hoped it might this pastor's lively team caught the "Central" the next forenoon at Chippewa Falls, fifteen miles away, for the Council at Bobbs Mills to organize Tuesday P. M. the remarkable church reported elsewhere. Before leaving Bloomer the visitor had the privilege of conducting at the parsonage the baptismal dedicatory service of the pastor's infant daughter Lelia Evangel.

Wednesday evening service at Curtiss, now on the road to the harmonious settlement of a new German-English pastor who can also care for Bro. Willan's new work at Withee and possibly Bobbs Mills as well. After the evening service, a five mile ride to Abbottsford, and the 3.20 a. m. train brought the itinerant via Prentice and the "Soo," to an afternoon at Apollonia (unorganized though with a fine meeting house) and an evening at Bruce, where pastor Mark Williams was found, with the parsonage nearly dismantled preparatory to his removal to another field, the people consequently having but little heart for a rally of any sort. Here as at Curtiss, Withee, Medford and Fifield the District Missionary has been available for the immediate need.

Friday forenoon was spent in calls upon the leaders at Amery with pastor C. H. Moxie, of course looking over the neat parsonage and the good brick electric lighted meeting house. Ours is the only English church in this village of 1,000 population. Public service at Cumberland the same evening, in a hall where Rev. Wm. T. Ream and his fine Congregation have worshiped since the old building (which was said to have been "a sight") proved too small for the growing congregations. The remodeled and enlarged building nearly completed is a source of pride and joyful expectation for the future. Saturday the tour extended up the other crosspiece of the "Omaha" X, passing Hayward and Pastor L. W. Winslow for a Sabbath later, sighting Cable, Drummond, Mason etc. on the Way to Ashland for tea, and down the Central to Butternut, where Supt. Haun joined forces for the Sabbath at Rev. E. L. Morse's two points, Butternnt in the morning and Rock Falls in the evening, with the afternoon at Fifield. The latter is left pastorless by the resignation of Mrs. Pake. Pastor Morse's head was as clear and sound as ever inside though externally completely enswathed, in consequence of an ugly scalp wound then nearly healed, gotten in a misstep on a dark night, from the church sidewalk to the rocky ditch. The electric man not understanding that the evening service needed more time instead of less, shut off the lights of the hall in the midst of the first address, but lamps hastily secured, gave a fresh start and ample time for both speakers. Monday 15th, a ride down the line with Rev. J. O. Buswell of the new independent union evangelization work with headquarters at Mellon brought us for a final conference at Medford, with Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Sarles, concerning the council for Sept. 6th to recognize this new church, which starts out selfsupporting, with the pastor already at work.

A freight took us back to Prentice for a day at Kennan, where we have a S. S. but no church, and where Miss Clark one of Mr. Buswell's workers has been helping to hold the fort for some weeks. This with Mellrue and several other points on the "Soo" east and west of Prentice are in Pastor Alexander Chamber's bishopic, and are visited and shepherded as well as the busy Prentice pastor can do this extra work. A bag of literature with Bro. Chamber's tag attached was left by Supt. Haun as we passed Mellrue beside a lumber pile, to









Morrison




be found and distributed by those interested. possibly with a new name is soon to absorb this village, and perhaps others, as it is rapidly being built into a new city to be a terminal in the readjustment of the "Soo" divisions.

Of course in spite of vacation breaks, Pastor Chambers had a good congregation for us Tuesday eve, in the newly renovated church (parsonage hard by.) A no-license town was a surprise for this region, but in spite of "blind pigs" and various devices to weaken the gain, it was a relief to find no open saloon, but many an unused bar pushed back out of place.

Two nights in succession, with mid-night starts and early day light stops emphasize the difficulty of making some connections and the benefits of the "Soo" free tourist sleepers, and give us Wednesday at Dunbar (near the eastern side of the state as Amery is the western) and Thursday at Tomahawk. At the former point misunderstandings, and the difficulty of adjusting two nationalities (Scandinavian and American,) and two widely separated points (Dunbar associated for a time with N. Crandon 35 miles west) under one pastor, may result in the people carrying out the plan to become Methodists to which denomination a majority of the Americans interested formerly belonged. We had no church organization there, but during the past 5 years have expended considerable money and strength upon this field while the Scandinavians, a majority in number, prefer to be Congregationalists. Our M. E. friends, and the Presiding Elder have been entirely honorable in their relation to the matter. Rev. J. N. Soderstrom is just closing his work at this point.

Tomahawk is unique in being a town of 3000 population which is almost literally owned by one man who controls almost every line of business from the elegant large brick hotel
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Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




[which pays only as a "fad"] to the harness shop and livery Wisconsin

stable. He is said to own about everything from a railroad and a private excursion boat train, to a church building. The latter, neither he nor anyone else uses at present, I am told. Rev. S. M. MacNeill is effectively gathering the scattered forces of our church which is housed with parsonage also looking out upon a pine grove located in a quiet corner of the




town.




Calls at Antigo, and, by Brother Haun, at Sunday School points down the line, brought us for closing Sabbath at Birnamwood, Eland and Norrie, cared for by Rev. J. L. Smith and his bride who hoped by this time to be located in the fine new parsonage built with joyful sacrifice at Birnamwood. Upon this Sabbath, instead of doubling up, each of the two visitors held a separate service at each point, the writer closing, Sabbath evening at Birnamwood with a full house, and deep interest, which seemed to cap the climax of the entire tour.

This was one of the points that recall vividly our northern "breaking plow" "Deacon Tibbitts" of blessed memory who lead in the organization and building here. Eland, organized last December, one of the youngest of the fold, is doing effective service and making gratifying growth.

Soon it hopes to graduate from a hall into a needed meeting




house.




The neat frame building at Norrie, like that at Birnamwood recently tastefully decorated, furnished a good congregation and attention, as did each of the three points for both services. Neither place has any other English service, except a small home meeting of seventh day adventists at Birnamwood. Pastor Smith, with his 12 mile round and three services each Sabbath, and a prayer meeting at each place, each week, finds little extra time to look up and develop the neighboring points as he is disposed to do, and is succeeding in doing.

Monday A. M. August 29th found the two superintendents homeward-bound, to repack for another trip, gratified that they had been permitted to make the tour and in so favorable weather and circumstances, and satisfied that to themselves at least the tour was an exceedingly profitable one.




H. W. C.
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OFFICERS:




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice Presidents-MRS. C. K. ADAMS, Madison; MRS. R. C. DENNISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary--MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stoughton. Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-Mrs. A. T. STACY, 924 Church St., Beloit.




The W. B. M. has for some years had a missionary organization for the babies known as the Cradle Roll. A similar society for the little ones of the W. B. M. I. is called the Wee Folks Band.

The membership card is a beautiful picture, 9 x 12 inches, of Christ blessing the children. It is artistic in design and coloring. Any baby may become a member by the payment of any sum over five cents, the price of the certificate. Ten to fifty cents has been given as membership fees.

A pretty fashion prevails of presenting the children of relatives and friends with membership in the Wee Folks Band. A mite box into which are dropped thankofferings for the sweet surprises and benefits which the Wee One brings, is opened at the Wee Band party, or reception, held quarterly or as often as the leader may decide.

The object of the little organization is to early interest the children in missions, its value to the church in the future who can estimate. Mrs. Dennison of Janesville has a Wee Folks Band of seventy two members. Mrs. Cuckoo, a young, old lady of eighty four, is Mrs. Dennison's able assistant. Who will be the next to report a Wee Folks Band? Every church should have one.

MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Secretary forJuvenile work.

JANESVILLE wee folkS BAND PARTY.

Friday afternoon August 19th, in response to a written invitations issued by Mrs. Dennison, forty-five little people, with their mothers, enjoyed adelightful party on the beautiful lawn of Mrs. Jeffries. Miss Lucy Walke and Mrs. A. J. Hutton had the good fortune of being guests.

The day was ideal, the sun veiling his face when his rays would fall too strongly for the little eyes, shining out at just the right moment for the friend who kindly photographed the little company. We venture to say that Pastor Dennison in his European trip. has seen no more fasinating or inspiring picture than the one the wee ones of his parish made that day in the shadow of the parsonage. One could almost hear the Master's: "Suffer the children to come unto me," and the children's answer "Here am I."

The little daughter of Rev. R. L. Cheney recited most effectively "The Little Missionary." Mrs. Hutton gave a glimpse of the fields to which the children contribute.

Mrs. Dennison presented each child with a mite box, after which ice cream and cake were served. The Janesville Wee Folks Band party was, in every way, a grand success. A GUEST.




Green Bay Pres. and Cong. Ch. $19.00; Beloit 1st. $19.75; Darlington, $5.00; Token, $3.44; Milton, $15.00; Ripon Sunday School $10.00;....
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72.19




Branch total...........




$ 276.33 .$ 3.00 ..$ 273.33




A. M. A.




For itemized statement see Mission studies.




Milton, $5.00; Ripon Sunday School $10.00...........$




15.00




MRS. A. T. STACY. Treas,









Life in Our Churches. Birnamwood-Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, pastor. A reception was given in the church to the pastor, J. Lloyd Smith and his bride, on their arrival, Thursday evening, July 28. After a short program consisting of music, an address of welcome and presentation of household furniture, all adjourned to the new parsonage, where a bountiful repast was served to nearly two hundred. The parsonage, a neat two-story cottage of seven rooms, had just been inclosed. The work is being pushed forward rapidly.

Bristol and Paris Church-Rev. J. H. Cameron, pastor. The parsonage of the Bristol and Päris church was filled with parishioners on Aug. 18th, without previous notice or warming, bringing with them elegant refreshments, affording a very social time, and leaving behind substantial tokens and mementoes; showing that when the people conduct the services there are immediate and visible results. It was a surprise, and vet the pastor and his wife are not surprised.

Curtiss. This is a Germa :-American field, and pastorless at present. A consecrated man who can speak ho h languages well would find a large opportunity for work, and a ready response from an inquiring people. District Missionary Whitelaw has just closed a ten days' series of meetings. Attendance and interest have been good, notwithstanding the harvest season. Christians profess to have been greatly benefitted. Others have taken a stand for God.

East Troy-Rev. T. W. Barbour, pastor. Leaving East Troy July 25, we-wife and children and self-spent the days up to August 10, with the people at our old home, Coloma and Hancock, visiting, camping and fishing. We had the pieasure to preach at each place for the pastor, Sunday, August 7. Good audiences were present. The pastor, Rev. E. Breeze, a young man, took a rest. Under Mr. Breeze the work is progressing nicely. The people speak well of him. We heard him preach once and liked him. There is the making of a good preacher in him if he blow the "Breeze." We reached home for Sunday, August 7, and were met with good congregations, and many expressions of gladness at our return, which made us feel good. Things are moving along nicely and we are hoping for good results.

Elkhorn-George C. Lochridge, pastor. The pastor spent his vacation in July, visiting old friends in Kansas and Nebraska. One Sabbath was very pleasantly spent in Seneca, Kan.; where he had served eleven years as pastor previous to coming to Wisconsin. Mr. Lochridge recently received a unanimous and enthusiastic call to the pulpit of the Congregational church in Newton, Kan., a very promising field just now in the nex material progress of that pleasant city. Mr. Lochridge has decided, however, to remain at Elkhorn for the present.

Hancock and Coloma. The Rev. F. W. Barber, wife, and We enjoyed his preaching to family spent vacation with us. us again; he having been our pastor four years ago. We find him to be still the energetic preacher, and cordial pastor as when laboring among us. We wish him God speed in his work for God.

Jonesville.-A new silver communion service was formally presented to the new church at Jonesville, the gift of one who had become deeply interested in God's work there, at the pre paratory service on June 4th. The Sunday morning service greatly encouraged the new pastor Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson. The large school house was too small for the congregation. There was some serious talk of building a church to match the new communion set.

Kaukauna, North side.-Rev. P, H. Mason, Pastor. Inside of church just been repainted, repapered and recarpeted at a total cost of about $250. The work of papering however was contributed by a paper hanger. The cash expenses of about $200 were met by the Ladies Aid society. Sixty-five dollars was cleared on the boat excursion to Green Bay in June.

An energetic Swede, foreman in a paper mill, now comes forward and says that he has secured a promise from a painter to paint the outside of the church for sixty dollars (lower than regular rate) and that he has forty dollars toward the amount, and hopes to seeure the other twenty. We therefore expect to have the outside renewed before cold weather.

Medford.-Rev. Jesse Sarles Pastor. A council Sept. 6th assisted in the organization of the church and in the recogniton of the pastor-elect. This is a new and hopeful field and promises to be self-supporting from the start.

Fifield.-The district Missionary completed a series of meetings here early in August and made arrangements with the church for Rey. S. E. Lathrop at Ashland to supply the field once in two weeks. A large infant class is a hopful feature of the S. S. work.

Maple Ridge, Harris Ridge and Steuben.—Mr. A. W. Cook Pastor. $1000 has been raised for church building at Maple Ridge and $676.00 for same purpose at Steuben. It is estimated that the total expense of the building at the latter place will be from $1200, to $1400. The pastor is hopeful that this new field will reach self-support in another year.

Potosi.-Rev. A. Breeze pastor, is rejoicing over the fact that they are able to reduce the amount of aid asked of H. M. S. for the coming year. The outlook is promising for a rich spiritual blessing.

Menasha. The transition from Pastor S. T. Kidder who began work at Ripon Sunday, Sept 4 to Pastor A. E. Leonard,




who begah work, in response to a unanimous call, in Menasha, the same Sunday, was made pleasantly unique by a joint reception, of delightful character and finely hospitable service of song and refreshments, tendered by the Menasha ladies on Wednesday evening, Aug. 31. The church was crowded with the members and friends of the parish, old and young from both the Twin Cities (Neenah and Menasha); and as heartfelt good byes were said to the retiring pastor and his wife he had the rare pleasure of introducing each old parishoner by name to the pastor-elect. It was an occasion of mingled pathos and comfort, as was the admirable missionary concert the following evening, with program rendered by Miss Mary Whipple and her aids on "The Kindergarten as a missionary and reformatory agency"—and at which both pastors were present with their wives. There will be no break in time or interest at Menasha.

Lake Mills.-"Voted their pastor Rev. T. F. Murphey a month's vacation which he is spending on a farm in Iowa Co. Wis. While he wanders over the hills and draws from the brook the gamy speckled trout, he is falling more and more in love with his people who have made it possible for him to enjoy these sports by unbuckling the harness and turning him loose for a month.

Sharon -Rev. Carl D. Thompson pastor, began tent meeting, Sept. 8th, with a fine quartet of singing helpers, and with an earnest campaign planned.

Shiocton and Ellington.-Rev. Philo Hitchcock. Much encouraged by the development of the work. Congregations are taxing the capacity of the "meeting house." Influence of the church is being felt in the community in a marked degree. Wauwatosa.-Rev. Henry Holmes was dismissed by council Aug. 19. He goes to the Lowry Hill church, Minneapolis, after a pastorate of marked usefulness in Wauwatosa. Minnesota's gain is Wisconsin's serious loss. A farewell reception was tendered him, and a beautiful gold watch presented to him. During church repairs the Congregational people unite with the Methodists. The following resolution was adopted in connection with the action of the church: Whereas, our pastor, Rev. Henry Holmes, has tendered his resignation and we have voted to accept the same, subject to the advice of the council: Be it Resolved, that in accepting our pastor's resignation we have been actuated by what we know to be his desire and not by our own, and that if it were not for the fact that the call he has received is to a field which has perhaps more of promise and seemingly offers a larger sphere of influence, we would have declined to acquiesce in a severance of the pastoral relations at this time. And in accepting his resignation, we desire to give expression to our appreciation of the faithful and conscientious labor he has performed in our midst, of the godly exampleset and the ennobling influence of his life We recognize in him deep spiritual insight and keen intellectual vigor and have found him to be a warm, sympathizing friend to the rich and poor alike, a wise couselor and safe leader, a manly man, always true to his convictions of right and duty, a faithful follower of our Lord Jesus Christ. And while we sorrow at his going, yet we rejoice at the evi dence we have had that the people to whom he goes recognize the estimable qualities of heart and mind which have endeared him to us all, and we wish for him and for Mrs. Holmes and their family prosperity and length of days in this life and an abundant entrance into the heavenly rest which remaineth for those who are faithful here below.




among us.




White Creek. This church has decided to build a parsonage for the new pastor (Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson.) It was a very solemn time on Sunday June 12 when the bereaved church held its first communion service since the decease of its beloved pastor Rev. A. C. Marden. The church takes very kindly to the new pastor, and is just now, full of hope.

Whitewater-E C. Barnard, pastor. I have preached four Sundays in Whitewater during Mr. Preston's vacation; and several times in other churches in the vicinity. I send greetings to my ministerial friends, and wish I could be with them at the state convention at Sparta.




Ministerial Movements.

Rev. C. H. Chase, formerly serving the Methodist Episcopal church at Pittsville accepts call to Big Spring, Jackson and Davis Corners.

Mr. Samuel G. Ruegg takes the place of Miss. Fielding in supplying the Stockbridge church.

Rev. A. A. Martin, of Pittsville, has resigned.

Rev. Mark M. Williams has left Bruce and Apollonia for Big Lake, Minnesota.

Rev. J. N. Soderstrom closes his work at Dunbar this month. Rev. Lee A. Brink has begun work at Iron River.

Rev. J. A. Stemen, of Minneapolis, began his work at Viroqua September 1.

Mr. Will R. Dixon closed his summer's work at Irvington to take his last year in Chicago Seminary.

Rev. A. L. McClelland, of Nekoosa, accepts call to Milton. Mr. Benjamin E. Ray, of Andover Seminary supplies Nekoosa.

Mrs. Margaret Elliot Pake has resigned at Fifield, which will be supplied by Rev. S. E. Lathrop for the present.

Rev. J. N. Ward, formerly of Genesee, may be addressed at Kingston, Green Lake Co.









Reviews and Exchanges.

JOHN ROY-A One Hundredth Birthday Memorial. This ideal memorial pamphlet, ornamented simply with the name "John Roy," and the motto "Honor thy father," printed for private circulation, is a heart tribute by our beloved and well known Secretary Joseph E. Roy D. D. to his father, who passed into the Heavens Oct. 1, 1878, aged 80 years. His fine face at the front bears marked resemblance to that of his well-known son, and the book details, in Dr. Roy's fascinating style, the life story of this Huguenot pioneer, Christian business man, patriot, philanthropist and abolitionist whom God honored with many years and a noble posterity and whose lines were cast iu New Jersey, Ohio and Illinois. The subject is worthy of so noble a tribute.

General Greely's 278 Days of Death.

The true story of those 278 days of suffering by Greely's heroic little band of explorers in the Arctic region has been told by General Greely himself, for the first time, for the October Ladies' Home Journal. For years General Greely has kept an unbroken silence about his fearful experience and that of his companions, as they dropped dead one by one at his side, and it was only after the greatest persuasion that the famous explorer was induced to write the story.

The Little Queen's Picture.

Wilhelmina, who is to be crowned Queen of the Netherlands on September 6 next, has personally sent to Mr. Bok, the editor of The Ladies' Home Journal-himself a Hollander by birth-one of her private portraits for publication in the next number of his magazine. It is the last portrait which will be taken of the little lady before her coronation, and will be printed in connection with a specially prepared sketch showing the personality of the first Queen of Holland from every point of view.

With the opening of the School year the school journals upon our exchange list-The College Days, Ripon College; The Round Table, Beloit College; The Kodak, Downer and Milwaukee College,-will soon be flourishing after vacation. We welcome them, redolent with the flavor of student life and bright with student zest, finely reflecting the student view of College life and work, and we wish them all prosperous years and uninterrupted mindfulness of Our Church Life as among their exchanges.

We wish as well to The Lake Breeze Sheboygan, and other High School journals who thus favor us. It is good to be in touch with young people's expanding enthusiasm.

The Evangel St. Louis, Mo., is an enterprizing Sunday school journal ably representing in general the International organization. It is somewhat ludicrous, therefore, not to say humiliating, to observe how the Evangel started out at the great world's S. S. Convention in London, with a fine and well advertized burst of promised daily journalism to be freely distributed in the Convention, though-slightly regardless of American courtesies due to the London Cronicle, which was the acknowledged official reporter of the session in full detail and then to note, alas, that weeks after many American religious papers had given quite complete reports of that great meeting, the August number of the evangel appeared, with only a "stick" of allusion to the tardy fact that the session was occurring," and not until the September issue do its four pages of utterly inadequate account of this grand meeting come to light; and these seem to be more interested in the "Catalonia" passengers and expenses than in the convention itself. The Evangel's "daily" issues seemed but feebly to materialize, and the Evangel needs to open its blind eye to see that a very considerable and respectable share of the "American Delegation" never had the pleasure of sailing in the Catalonia.

The Biblical World-Chicago University Press-continues to be as it has been in the past, a discriminating and reliable exponent of Biblical research, critisim and general study. It has none but he ablest contributors, on both sides of the sea. Its editorials are thougtful and stimulating, and up to the latest views of truth, though cautions and often conservative. Its helps for current Bible Study, and its illustrated articles on Biblical History, for Sunday School workers and pastors are probably the most learned and helpful to be found, while its art work, and reproductions of illustrative masterprices are simply superb.

The Northwestern Mail,-Madison is a first class family weekly. It is all right on questions of public weal, radical yet wise and strong in its fight for temperance and reform. It reflects the best life and thought in Wisconsin.

Cut Gems continues to be an admirable pastors Vade mecum, for illustrative help. The busy pastor will find in it many fresh and usable incidents anecdotes and quotations. Its various departments are finely arranged and well sustained. Troy, New York.

The Wisconsin Journal of Education, Madison, is perhaps the ablest and strongest of Wisconsin School journals and compares favorably with any in the United States. Wisconsin teachers enjoy it, and are helped by it, and all should have it at hand.

The Commons, Chicago, organ of social Settlement work,
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takes hold of its problems with forceful and stimulating ability, Much space is devoted in the August number to school-yard play grounds. Prof. Graham Tayler writes on "The Social Overflow of the War." Rev. Frank Norman Dexter, our general missionary contributes a characteristic poem entitled 'August Days."

The American Messenger-10 E 23d St. N. Y.-is one of the very best home papers published in this country. It was read by our grandmothers and is thorougly readable for us and our children, as a distinctively religious journal, whose every word is healthful and helpful. If you do not want it. send for a copy to be addressed to some needy family in your neighborhood without religious literature. 25 cents a year. Other exchanges: The Youths' Companion, Public Libraries, Nebraska Congregational News, The Church Union, The Motor, Wisconsin Christian Advocate, The Diocese Fond du Lac, The Boone Standard, etc.




Ordinations.




Rev. Francis Chase Bliss was ordained by Council, at Plymouth, Thursday, Aug. 25. The absence of the pastor emeritus, Rev. Geo. B. Hubbard was the one shadow upon this pleasant event. Bro. Hubbard, who has sustained a painful operation at Chicago, is understood to be in hope of restored health. Bro. Bliss has a fine field and work opening before him. At Bobbs Mills in Clark Co. 7 miles south of Thorpe by advice and aid of council, Tuesday afternoon and evening, August 16 occurred the organization and recognition of a remarkable church. Only 14 members and one of these in the army, but a set of workers, who without pastor or preaching except Missionay Willian's visits once a month or so, for the past year have maintained vigorously a Sabbath school, Christian Endeavor Society and a prayer meeting, besides three outside Sabbath Schools. Moreover since the development of this work from Missionary Willan's tent meetings of a year ago,the religious people of this community go seven miles to Thorpe for their mail, rather than to patronize the neighboring postoffice, located in a saloon. Rev. D. R. Anderson was moderator of the council and Rev. G. W. Longenecker scribe. The sermon was preached by Dr. J. W. Frizzell, the prayer by Missionary John Willan and the address to the new church by Secretary Carter.

At the Raymond church, Tuesday Aug. 30th, was ordaine ! by aid of Council, Mr. J. G. Hewitt, formerly of the Moody Institute, and for the past two years having served as pastor of the Raymond church. Moderator and sermon Rev. Victor F. Brown; Scribe and address to the people, Rev. J. W. Moore; Ordaining prayer, Rev. J. H. Cameron; Right Hand of Fellowship, Rev. C. W. Merritt, of Chicago; Charge to Pastor, Rev. J. H. McLaren. A fine collation and excellent music, including a duet and a quartette, added to the interest of the occasion.

The Adams Co. S. S. convention met with the Jonesville church on June 9-10, and despite the very stormy weather, the large school house seemed far too small at ali its sessions: Mr. H. A. Howard Deacon of White Creek church was the able moderator. The addresses by Revs. J. Bain: Godfrey: Verren: Idrys Jones: Wagner: Dexter: Stevenson succeeded in keeping the people interested in the S. S. work. Tender words were spoken as to the late pastor Rev. A. C. Marden who conceived the idea of a S. S. convention for Adams' Co., so remote from railroads. Strong resolutions were read, expressing sorrow at his decease and deep sympathy with the bereaved family, which was responded to by unanimous rising vote. It was also voted to print many copies of this resolution for circulation in the large parish.









Historical Day on Madeline Island.

Following the Missionary Conference and on the next day occurred what was called "Historical Day." The place of meeting was in front of the old Mission House under the same canvas used by the conference. Its object was to bring to the attention of those present the history that lies back of the old buildings and places on the Island and their bearing on the problems and undertakings of the present time. Historical Day was therefore a new extension of the Missionary day in the way of showing its Historical back-ground and setting. For such a purpose, it began its exercises with many auxiliary influences to help out its impressions and appeals. The Old Mission building with its weather beaten, moss covered exterior gave the place of meeting a sense of His presence "who has been our dwelling place in all generations." In the near distance on the shore and within full view of the audience, stood the old protestant Meeting House where nearly 60 years ago the Missionaries of our American Board ministered "the great message" to their savage auditors. Immediately behind the audience was the shore of the lake upon which the waves kept up their ceaseless murmur reminding us of Him whose goings forth have been of old from everlasting." In fact every feature of the place and occasion, so suggestive of Christian heroism and sacrificing devotion, seem to speak as of old "the place whereon thou standest is holy ground." With such aids to the historic imagination, the meeting which was attended by representatives from all the towns of Chequamegon Bay took on a deep impressiveness. The opening exercises consisted of the singing of the two tamiliar hymns "All hail the power of Jesus name" and "Jesus lover of my soul" together with the reading of the 90th Psalm by the Rev. Mr. Breckenbridge, pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Bayfield, then followed prayer by Dr. Collie so full of the mood and inspiration of the hour as to have been feature of the occasion. The first address was by Rev. J. N. Davidson of Two Rivers on the subject The Place of the old Protestant Mission of La Pointe in the Development of the Northwest.

To those who are acquainted with Brother Davidson's familiarity with all questions relating to the history of our state, it will be needless to state that his address was unusually informing and comprehensive. Beginning with a survey of the French and English struggle for the occupation of America which involved at the same time the contest for supremacy of Romanism with Protestantism, he showed how that struggle at last reached Madeline Island on its way westward. It was the struggle of truth with error,enlightenment with superstition, the Puritan conscience with its doctrine of Individualism with tyranny of government in both church and state. Incidental1 Brother Davidson brought out the fact that the two historic centers of missionary effort in the state were La Pointe and Beloit thus confirming the opinion of Prof. Emerson who wrote a few years ago "that the two historic foci of the state from which its history must be written were La Pointe and Beloit. The Missionary conference of the day previous was an unconscious verification of the same truth. The old New England faith entering the state at its Northern and Southern ends, at last meet again in glad and mutual recognition. Following Brother Davidson's address was one by Dr. Ellis of Ashland on Reminiscences of Early Days. Dr. Ellis came to the Island in 1855 and was one of the earliest settlers on the ground now occupied by the city of Ashland. During the sixties he was connected with the Mission at Odanah as teacher of the Mission Day School and in charge of the Boarding Industrial Institute. As the colaborer of Rev. L. H. Wheeler in the work among the Indians his recollections had all the interest and value of personal observation and experience. He was listened to with marked attention by all, including many who shared with him the priviledges of a personal knowledge of those early times. His characterizations of missionary effort among the Indians was in no pessimistic vein. His closing appeal that something more be done for those people among whom so much good seed had been sown, should have a place among the plans that are being made for a new departure in the missionary work of the state.

Prof. Burr, of Beloit was to have been the next speaker on the subject "Lessons from the school work of the old times." But owing to the limited time for the carrying out of the program gave way to Dr. Leavitt who spoke on Spiritual Forces and their Value in the Development of the Country. It was evident from the outset of the Doctor's address that he had not been indifferent to the many appeals of Christian history an Christian opportunity which had come to his thought the two days upon the Island. Recounting the fact that when a boy he had witnessed the sending from the old church at Lowell one of the missionaries who had labored at the La Pointe Mission, he expressed himself as having a share in the history which was the theme of the day. Passing on to his subject he urged with more than his usual earnestness and felicity of expression the primal importance of spiritual forces in any true and permanent development of society. In closing he confessed to the experience of a vision. Its first impression was given him two years before while attending the state convention of Congregational churches at Ripon. The last impression came to him during the hours he had spent on this historic spot. It was of six thousand Congregational churches




organized as a vast militant, though spiritual force, carrying in its mighty tide every economic and social good and at the same time working ort the meetness of human souls for their final inheritance n God's everlasting kingdom. Those who were accustomed to hear Dr. Leavitt's exhortations in behalf of spiritual interests felt that he fully met their expectations on this occasion, while strangers made note of him as one whom they would gladly hear again. The last speaker of the day was Mr. C. H. Pratt of Minneapolis. Himself an ex-Congregational minister and qualified by a succcessful business experience in Northern Wisconsin for his theme, he closed the exercises of the day with an address on the Material Resources of the Lake Superior Region. The brethren had already had their ideas expanded on the possibilities of our state by contact with the facts and features of this its newer portion. Mr. Pratt's address helped to give previous impressions the form of abiding convictions. His facts and figures and deductions therefrom, were only such as are being realized in the rapid movement of forces in this "Hyperborean" region. At the close of the public exercises the audience dispersed to visit the old Protestant Cemetery on the side hill above the mission. Its situation overlooking the Bay is one of rare beauty. But its most palpable interest was the sacrifice for which it stood. Here in the wild of the then wilderness the missionaries gave their last look upon their dead. Here in the dreariness of all earthly surroundings, they comforted themselves by the thought of Hi. who is the resurrection and the life, and who at His coming will reunite all severed ties in the fellowships of His everlasting kingdom. The sun was beginning to pose for his setting as friends betook themselves to their various accommodations for the night. As they went it was with a deepened sense of the verities of our faith and a more inspiring consciousness of our high calling of God in the work of His kingdom.




God's Peace.




Like troubled seas that cannot rest.So human hearts with sin oppressed; By waves of woe and tides of ill Tossed to and fro, aye restless, till

The peace of God is found.

Grief will not pause, tears will not dry, 
Temptations lurk and fears defy, 
The good desired we fail to do, 
Pursuing vainly what we rue;— 


O God of peace, draw near!

O peace of God, O God of peace, 
Be now our refuge, and release 
From sin and grief, from loss and fears 
Sweet calm for all our troubled years! 
   Thy peace, O Christ, we crave. 





Nearer Home.




Wayfarer.




The log reels off on the foam spread wake. 
  As the seas' wide waste we roam. 
The knots are scored while the swift glass runs, 
And we welcome the slant of westering suns, 
    Saying "One day nearer home!" 


Rough waves leap high, and our good ship reels 
  As they smite her shivering dome; 


We are sick and wan with the heaving sea 
And the restless nights,-and we pray to be 
   Just one day nearer home. 


There shines no moon and the stars are hid; 
 The day, like the night, is gloom. 


The rain beats fast, dull mists descend,

And the fog horn booms,-yet at each day's end 
 We are long leagues nearer home. 


Now the day dawns clear, with a sky serene; 
  A fresh wind lifts the foam; 


Our keel glides merrily on her way 
 And the sun shines gay, yet the more we say, 
   "Thank God, we are nearing home." 


So, voyaging o'er this wider sea 
  On which our souls must roam, 
Wave-worn, spray blinded, on the deck 
Rudderless, anchorless, awreck, 
    God bring us safely home! 


In mid-Atlantic August, 1898.




The Happy Egotist.

"So you refused Mr. Blimmer's proposal?" "Yes."

"How did he take it?"

"I dont think he knows it yet." "What do you mean?"




Wayıarer.




"He never listens to anything except what he asys himself.









"Tired Workers for Others."

To many weary workers the words of Mr. E P. Salmon announcing that the purpose and use of the "Old Mission" on Madeline Island is to be, to refresh and renew Wisconsin's "tired workers for others" came to many as a hope and a cheer. The missionary conference the second week in August was an auspicious beginning. The change of scene, the long walks and talks, the freedom from care and the unconventional life made many a weary worker feel that he was home again with the friends who had known him and believed in him all his life. The wonderful evening skies, the campfires, the stories by Miss Wheeler, the excursions by boat and hay rack, the beach, the old church and the old Mission telling in their structure the skill and patience of their builders, the good table, and better good cheer, the sound sleep, the air so full of ozone that it was a joy to draw a breath, all made life seem worth living again. As the days and weeks went by the eye kindled, the step quickened; and renewed in heart and hope the toiler went forth to his battle again for others.

Pastors, teachers, weary workers in home, in office and in church, the "Old Mission" has been dedicated to your use. Plan to use it another year. It is not what a man has, but what he uses that is the true measure of his riches. Only those rich in heart life can use Lake Superior air, Madeline island or any thing else with the largest profit, and Bro. Salmon knows it. A. W. B.




Obituary.




In the death of Miss Lillie May Webster, August 2, at the age of 23 years, the North Side church of Milwaukee is sorely afflicted, as well as the family of Mr. A. S. Webster, the beloved Sunday School Superintendent.

Miss Webster was a faithful Sunday School teacher, member of the Christian Endeavor society, superintendent of the Junior society, and active in the City Union. After a protracted illness she seemed convalescent, and hopes were entertained of her entire recovery; but a surgical operation revealed the incurable nature of the disease, and all hope had to be abandoned. Then through seven weeks her Christian character shone most conspicuously. There was no word except of courage and cheer. She passed away leaving only pleasant memories of a consistent life and a sustaining faith.




Sunday Rest Association.

It was thought that the Congregationalists of the state would be willing to give $300 to the work of the Sunday Rest Association. I am glad to be able to report that their special gifts outside of the collections where I have held union services have in two months more than doubled those of last year. I wish to give special thanks for all these gifts. I append the list of these gifts. If now those who have not given will make up the rest of the $300 we can pay our printers bills and go forward in hope.

Beloit, 1st Sunday School, $6.45; Rev. E. P. Salmon,

$10; Rev A. W. Burr, $2; Other friends, $2.50$ 20.95 Clintonville, Rev. W. A. Gerrie, $5..........




Dartford; Rev. A. C. Chambers....




Eau Claire, First. Church........




Elroy, Rev. W. M. Ellis..........




Evansville, Rev. W. M. Short.........




Fond du Lac, W. C. Hamilton.....




Hartland, S. Crawford...




5 00 1.00 12.00 3.00 3.00 10.00 2.00




Madison, F. J. Lamb, $10; Mr. Tracy, $1.10; Rev H. A. Miner, $1...




12.10




Menasha, E. D. Smith.




25.00




Milwaukee, Plymouth church, $10.37; Rev. S. S. Mathews, $10; H, G. Storys $5..........




25.37




Oconomowoc, Rev. J. W. Helmuth, $1; others, $5........




6.00




Oshkosh Friends in 1st church.......




6.00




Ripon, Cong. church, $6.60; President Flagg, $2; J.




Scribner, $1; Prof. J. H. Chandler, $1........




10.60
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10.00 2.00 1.00 5.00




 Wauwatosa, J. N. Warren $5; Mrs. Warren, $2; G. R. 
  Godfrey, $2; W. R. Nethicut, $2; Mr. Potter, $1.40; 
Rev. W. Woodmansee, $1; Thomas Swarte, $1.......... 14.40 





$174.42 Yours for the Master, J. B. DAVISON.

Organization.




Organized Sept. 8th at Hewittville, Clark Co., a church of 24 members, an outcome of Missionary John Willan's tent meetings and work of the past year, in a farming community 6 miles west of Neillsville, a community noted in past years for its roughness and where Bro. Willan is reported to be the "only preacher that the toughs didn't succeed in running out." Moderator of council Rev. J. A. Rowell; scribe, Rev. A. A. Martin; sermon G. C. Haun; Prayer, Rev. A. A. Martin; Right Hand of Fellowship, Rev. G. W. Longenecker; address Secy. H. W. Carter,




At Medford Sept. 6th by advice and aid of council was organized and recognized the only Congregational church in Taylor County, with 19 adults, most of them heads of leading families and 7 of them men. The movement has been deliberate, fraternal and earnest, encouraged by Supt. Grassie, whose, death prevented his continued leadership in the matter. District Missionary Whitelaw with visits by Supts. Carter and Haun helped to crystalize the movement, which has been developed by the pastor and his wife, Rev. and Mrs. Jesse E. Sarles, who settled upon this field Aug. 1st.

The record book, records and historical statement were so satisfactory that they brought spontaneous clapping from the council, who found the entire proceedings, the material and the outlook; including the fact that the church has no thought of missionary aid, deserving of exceptional commendation.

Moderator, Rev. Alexander Chambers; Scribe, Rev. Samuel M. Mac Neill; sermon, Rev. J. W. Frizzell; Entrance into covenant conducted by Pastor Sarles; Prayer, Supt. G. C. Haun; Right Hand of Fellowship, Father A. Kidder.

Communion service was conducted by Father Kidder and Rev. E. L. Morse. Other parts by Dist. Missionary Whitelaw and Mr. Bliss.

Excellent music was furnished by the choir, with also a solo by Rev. Fred S. Wheeler.

Medford is said to have with its immediate surroundings 2500 people, 1000 of them English speaking. It has important manufactures, and is in the midst of a rich farming country rapidly being settled. At present this church worsnips in a hall, but will doubtless graduate into a house of worship of its own before many months.




Side Tracks.




At our young men's fellowship meeting last Friday evening, in answer to the question how young men after starting in the Christian life slip away from it, the following side tracks were mentioned.

1. Relaxation from the emotional state or the personal persuasion under which the start was made, and a feeling that the whole thing was not sincere and real. In other words the discovery or supposed discovery that reason and simple determination had less to do with it than the feelings for the time being. We are of the op'nion that just here is the explanation of the most of the apparent failures in Christian living. And the warning is first that we understand clearly that the beginning of a genuine Christian life so far as the human side is concerned is not feeling but determination in view of definite duty to Christ; and secondly that we yield not for a moment to the ebbing of feeling but hold steadfastly to our rationally chosen purpose to trust and serve Christ to the end.

2. Discouragement in finding ones self tripped into manifest unchristian conduct. He started with the supposition that he would live without sin. Suddenly he found himself fallen in the dust. He then says "I'll not be a hypocrite. I'll quit this makebelieve Christian life," or he thinks, "I can't live a Christian life. There is no use in my trying longer." Here is the second most common of failure. Discouragement is of the devil. But how absurd! How wrong! You can try again, and Christ can help you. If you should slip and fall on the ice why should you lie there crying? Get up and at it again.




cause




3. Doing as other professed Christians do in things not satisfactory to our own conscience, until it is discovered that our interest in Christian things has sadly cooled, and our Christian aim is fatally lowered and turned aside. Beware of this apparently safe but teacherous border land to worldliness, 4. Influence of associates. The young man is very prone to go with the crowd of his fellows, and to share their spirit, their conversation, their habits.-Plymouth Provoker.




Provocations.




Are you earnestly praying and laboring to bring some loved one to Christ? And are you putting every known obstacle out of the way?

Wonderful, isn't it, how afraid of revival mee ings some people are? As if they dreaded getting too much interested in things of religion. And some of these suppose themselves Christians. Imagine the Christians of Pentecost shunning a revival!

Let us diligently repress every disposition to criticise. It tends to discourage, to divert the attention from really important matters, to arouse an evil spirit both in those we criticise an 'in ourselves. It is when we are confessing and repenting of our own sins and not the sins of others that the Spirit can do his work.

You do not believe in these revivals? But you believe in Christ do you not? Suppose those who are working in the revival are working to bring souls to Christ while your remarks should be construed as discouraging this effort. You may thus keep some one from Christ, and thus help to ruin his faith and his life.

You do not believe in revivals? Well, do you believe in anything that awakens conscience, directs attention to our duties to our neglected God, and emphasizes the wide difference between a truly Christ mastered life and other lives?-Plymouth Provoker.









(continued from page 167.)




augurated which should result in doubling present receipts. Mr. E. D. Smith asserted that he knew twenty five men in the state who if they would give as the Lord bad prospered them, could make it practicable to carry the entire work of the state without aid from outside the state and even without aid beyond themselves. The pastors of churches were blamed for not presenting more forcibly and persistently the missionary cause of their people. The following resolutions presented by Dr. Leavitt were adopted.

1. That a recommendation from this body be presented at the anniversary in Sparta Sept. 21 to

the effect that a committee of three be appointed by

the society with Mr. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, as chairman, himself to name his associates and pastors to be asked to co-operate, to secure a list of men and women cf large means in our churches with the aim of securing from them individual contributions to the Wisconsin Home Missionary society for a series of years of $100.00 and upwards per year.

2. That we call upon our churches through their pastors to aim to secure from our members outside of these special large contributions a total aver ge of at least a dollar a member for Home Missions.

3. That the foregoing resolutions be put into the hands of the executive committee of W. H. M.

S. to reshape as they may think wie and present at the Sparta meeting.

4. That the plan presented b. Mr. C. M. Blackman for securing binding pledges from pastors and others to raise specific amounts be submitted for

formulation to the same committee.




J. D. WHITELAW Scribe.




Rev. Homer W. Carter D. D. Secretary of Wisconsin Home




Mission.




The editors of OUR CHURCH LIFE are pleased to present to our readers this month, without B:0. Carter's knowledge or consent, while absent on his northern tour, the face of our genial and beloved secretary, who has endeared himself to all the Congr gational Churches of our state and whose wisdom and patience and industry in affairs have been the admiration of us all.

Homer Wright Carter was born in Tallmadge, Ohio, Nov. 5, 1847, was graduated from Oberlin College, Ohio with the class of 1870. Later he entered into the southern work of the A. M. A., where his work was highly approved, His theological course was completed at Ardover, Mass. 1876, and in the same year he was ordained to the Christian ministry in the home church at Tallmadge Ohio, - Sept. 15, 1876. He was acting pastor at Selma, Alabama, '76-'77; stated supply at Ripon, Wisconsin, '77-'78; Pastor at Brandon, Wisconsin, '78-'88; Pastor at Platteville, Wisconsin, '88-'92.




In the autumn of 1892 Mr. Carter was unanimous

ly elected Sperintendent of Wisconsin Home Missions, as successer to Rev. T. G. Grassie, which post he has filled ably and faithfully to the present time.

Mr. Carter has received from Oberlin, his Alma Mater, the well deserved degree of Docter of Divinity during the present summer.

Mr. Carter was married while living in Br ndon, tɔ Miss Jeannie McClelland, of that place. Their children are Homer McClelland, Martha May, and Jame Treat.




The State Convention.

Sept. 19, will be specially for young people, and

The first meeting at Sparta, Monday evening,

but of Evanston, and a Missionary of the W. B. will be addressed by Miss Sewell, Mrs. S. E. HurlM. I. On Tuesday the ladies of the W. H. M. U. and the W. B. M. I. will hold their annual meetings in the Baptist church. The Convention will hear the report of the Registrar, of various committees and delegates, with addresses from Secretaries Roy and Taintor. In the evening Dr. Updike and a missionary of the W. B. M. I. will give addresses before the women's boards. On Wednesday Dr. John Faville, of Appleton, will read a paper on "The College and the Saloon," and resolutions from various committees will be heard

and discussed. The afternoon will be given to the two home missionary societies of Wisconsin, and in the evening Rev. R. A. Torry of the Chicago Biblical Institute will preach the Convention Sermon, the communion and memorial addresses following. Thursday morning will be given in large part to the home missionary societies and the C. S. S. & P. Society, and Thursday afternoon to addresses by Secretaries Clifton and Hitchcock. Thursday evening Pres. Eaton will tell of what he saw and felt "In the Middle Kingdom" of China. The themes for the prayer meetings will be, The Gospel in the Home, the Gospel in the pulpit, and the Gospel in Common Life, theleaders being Revs. F. B. Doe, G. R. Leavitt, and B. C. Pre ton. More time than usual has been reserved for devotional meetings and for business, and an effort has been made to avoid a crowded prog ram It is believed that the meeting will be large and inspiring. Sparta will give a warm welcome to all.

Chicago Theological Seminary.




Sixteen Professors




Year begins Sept. 28th. and Instructors. B. D. and Ph. D. courses in addition to course for graduation. A Fellowship for each class, providing for two years study following graduation. Pastoral work in the Seminary Settlement. For further information




address.




PROF. H. M. SCOTT. 520 W. Adams St., Chicago.




The Congregational Church edifice in Spat a was dedicated October 20, 1889. It occupies a central place on the principal business street of the city, and cost, with land, furnishings, organ, etc., about 22,000 dollars.









Civic-Philanthropic Confer




ence.




HELD AT BATTLE CREEK, MICH., OCTOBER 18 To 23, 1898.

The second annual session of the CIVIC-PHILANTHROPIC CONFERENCE will be held at Battle Creek, Mich., Oct. 18 to 23, 1898, of which Rev. David J. Burrill, D. D., New York' City, is president, and J. H. Kellogg, M. D., Batrle Creek, Mich., is vice-president. Philanthropists, educators, and ministers of all denominations will participate in the conference to consider economic, hygienic, sanitary, philanthropic, and patriotic questions, with the hope of evolving some practical methods of reform.

Wednesday, the 19th, will be Health and Sanitation day to consider school hygiene, public water supply, heredity, environment, and dietetics.

Thursday, the 20th, will be Mayors' Day, on which there will be a conference of city and county officials, with Hon. Samuel M. Jones, mayor of Toledo, O., presiding.

Among those who have promised to participate are the following. Prof. Geo. D. Herron, of the Iowa College; Presi dent H. B. Brown, of the Normal Col lege, Valparaiso, Ind.; Dr. R. G. Boone, Michigan State Normal School; Dr. Matt S. Hughes, Minneapolis, Rev. E. B. Jones, Owatonna, Minn; Dr. Frank Crane, Chicago; Rev. C. L. Arnold, Detroit; Dr.




NIAGARA

VAPOR.. BATHS..
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Now.




Some have said, "Not now while s0 strong persuasion is being used and while so many are beginning the Christian life, but after the meetings are over, I will soberly consider the matter and surrender to Christ." Here is your time then. This is your Now. It will probably very quickly become manifest that it is no easier to come to an unreserved decision in this present Now than in some former Now. Was it not the Deceiver who persuaded you to delay the matter? Don't let him deceive you longer with the sugTogestion of a further postponement day is your Now. May God help you do that plain duty!




CATARRH INHALER

FREE!

Only One Person in Fifty Cured by old methods of treat ing Catarrh-now everywhere




condemned.




The new Scientific Catarrh Inhaler of Dr. Worst's mailed Free to all readers of this paper. CURES BY INHALATION, And is the latest and best up-to-date method for curing Catarrh, Asthma, Colds, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, Headache, and is endorsed by all Physicians.

CROWN POINT, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1897. "It cured me in three days of a stubborn cough. I believe it a God-send to the afflicted." B. F. BEVINS. ODESSA, MO., Oct. 18, 1897. "It beats the world for Catarrh and Rheumatism." W. C. DANNALSON, ISAAC MILLER, Clay City, Ind., writes: "Your Catarrh Inhaler has cured me sound and well." [We can furnish thousands like the above.]
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We are the original manufacturers of portable Vapor Baths.

We have, during the last ten years, supplied thousands of our Baths to physicians, hospitals, sanitariums, etc., and we are now, for the first time, advertising them direct to the general public.

IN BUYING A

VAPOR BATH




Get one with a

steel frame that

stands on




the




floor. If a man




ufacturer doesnot show you a cut of the frame without the covering, you may take it for granted that his "Steel Frame" is a wire hoop that rests on the shoulders of the bather.

Get one that is covered with proper material. Insist on seeing a sample of material before ordering. We make our own covering material and print it with a handsome "all over" pattern of Niagara Falls.

Get one with a thermometer attachment. Don't go it blind-a bath that is too hot or not hot enough will be of no benefit to you.

Get one that you can return and have your money back if not satisfactory in every way. Send for sample of material and interesting booklet that will tell you all about Vapor Baths.

Vapor Baths are an acknowledffed householdnecessity Turkish, HotAir. Vapor,Sulphur or Medicated Baths at Home, 3c. Purifies system, produces cleanliness, health, strength. Prevents disease, obesity. Cures Colds, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, LaGrippe, Malaria, Eczema, Catarrh, Female Ills, Blood, Skin, Nerve and Kidney Troubles. Beautifies Complexion.
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RELIABILITY

is a quality some newspapers have lost sight of in these days of "yellow" journalism. They care little for truth and a great deal for temporary sensation.

It is not so with THE CHICAGO RECORD.

The success of THE RECORD rests upon its reliability. It prints the news--all the news-and tells the truth about it.

It is the only American newspaper outside New York city 
that has its own exclusive dispatch boat service and its 
own staff correspondents and artists at the front in both 
hemispheres. 


It is the best illustrated daily newspaper in the world. 
Its war news service is unapproachably the best. 
Says the Urbana (Ill.) Daily Courier: 


"We read the war news in the other papers, then we turn to THE CHICAGO RECORD to see how much of it is true."

Sold by newsdealers everywhere and subscriptions received by all postmasters. Address THE CHICAGO RECORD, 181 Madison street, Chicago.
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THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close relation to its spirit and work. It will make a specialty of fitting young men to enter the Beloit courses, or those of any other first-class college,

ROCHESTER, WIS., Offers three parallel courses of study. with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship, will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal.




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education




Write your, name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. of the sexes. Boys and girls develop
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most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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West and North-West. Emerson Hall




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager.




W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and OHIME BELLS.




The beautiful new building for the Young Women of the College, amply providing for every comfort and convenience, is




now




READY FOR USE




The 52nd year opens Sept. 13, 1898.




Address. .




President Eaton or Principal Burr,




Beloit, Wis.









THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.

Write your, name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.

For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager.

W. B.KNISKERN, 
   Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt 


Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and OHIME BELLS.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




1




R. C. FLAGO, Ripon, Wis.




Beloit 
College 


  Offers high grade Courses, 
with ample electives, leading to 
the degrees of B. A., Ph. B., and 
B. S. 


Emerson Hall

The beautiful new building for the Young Women of the College, amply providing for every comfort and convenience, is




now




READY FOR USE




The 52nd year opens Sept. 13, 1898.




Address.




President Eaton or Principal Burr, Beloit, Wis,









VOL. IV.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




BELOIT, WISCONSIN, OCTOBER, 1898.
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Unequaled for Quickly Healing 
Lameness and Soreness of 
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, 





Stiffness, Rheumatism. Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.
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Forthcoming Councils.

Councils are called at Nekoosa, Nov. 3 for the ordination and installation of Mr. Benjamin E. Ray.

At West Superior, Hope church, for the ordination of Mr. Fred W. Heberlein.
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Recognition Council.

At Port Washington Ozankee Co. Mon. Sept. 26, by advice of council a church was completed and recognized. This, like the one recently organized at Medford, starts out selfsupporting. Mr. Dan. Depter, of our Chicago seminary, continues to supply this field as he has done for some months.




Visions of a Citizen.




Many will be gratified that the publishers make it possable for us to give the following special offer to subscribers for Our Church Life, of this suggestive Owns and operates 6,154 miles of and helpful collection, in different classes, thoroughly equipped road.




FIRST-CLASS




IN




 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of




the States of




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




of excerpts from the writings of Prof. Jr. J. Blaisdell.

Visions of a Citizen, and an additional year's subscription to Our Church Life, postpaid, $1.25.

The Same to Home Missionaries, and other special cases, .85.

Send orders, with cash, to Secretary H. W. Carter Beloit.




FRANK S. BOARDMAN. HARRY B. BOARDMAN




Boardman




Engraving Co. co.




North Dakota and the Up-Illustrators and Designers




per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN 
 CENTRAL 
  LINES 





A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and Manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and Manufacturers can And excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application to W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. Jas. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





[image: [merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small]]


Teachers Wanted!

   Over 4,000 vacancies-several times as many vacancies as members. Must have more 
members. Several plans two plans give free registration; one plan GUARANTEES posi- 
tions. 10 cents pays for book, containing plans and a $500.00 love story of College days. 
No charge to employers for recommending teachers. 
SOUTHERN TEACHERS BUREAU. 
                               REV. Dr. O. M. SUTTON, A. M.. SUTTON TEACHERS' BUREAU. 
  S. w. Cor. Main & 80 Sts., Louisville, Ky. President and manager. 69-71 Dearborn St., Chi., II. 
Northern vacancies Chicago office, Southern vacancies Louisville office. 
                                             One fee registers in both ofice 
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The State Convention. Sparta is a thrifty town, a good place to hold a convention; and a good convention was held in Sparta, September 20-22. The Spartans are thrifty with small fruits, it is said, but they successfully cultivate some larger fruits of historic renown,-"love, joy, peace" etc., and also a fine quality of hospitality. None of us would have missed our taste of it all, and none of us would have missed the original and cheerful - welcome, set with smiles, which we received from the lips of Dr. F. P. Stiles.

Sparta has a modern Leonidas, whose gray hairs cannot disguise his perennial youth, and who, with the aid of his good wife, Mrs. Crawford, gracefully conquers every Thermopylae that comes along. Thus the obvious difficulties of entertaining a convention were finely overcome in the beautiful and almost new Sparta church, whose atmosphere still throbs with the late revival interest. Thus, also, the delegates, to a man and a woman, were overwhelmed with kindness.

The customary Endeavor session struck the first stroke of the convention bell on Monday evening, wherein Miss Anne B. Sewell of the W. B. M. I., spoke on The Outlook, Mrs. S. E. Hurlbut of Evanston, Ill., on The Privilege of Oppor. tunity, and Miss Brewer, of Sivas, Turkey drew the hearts of all to her touching rarrative of the prevailing of grace over distress and treasury retrenchment, in far Armenia.

Rev. S. P. Wilder made a dignified, brisk-paced,

careful moderator, and Rev. A. L. McClellan a highly approved scribe, while registrar Miner sat in his familiar place, a factotum of statistical information and practical business. Indeed, it was a busy session, as will appear elsewhere, in the numerous important resolutions passed, the responsible committees ordained, and the measures set on foot for swifter and stronger movement and a vigorous rousing of the churches, especially along home missionary and Sunday-school lines, and in the directing of pastoral equipment and parish and pastoral supply.

The sessions were not overloaded with addresses, and those presented were strong, weighty and practical. Dr. Updike's thoughtful and noble deliverance on Tuesday evening, on Christianity as a Solvent of Race Problems, held every ear and eye to its close. Dr. John Faville's cogent and bright, though serious paper, on the College and the Saloon, repeated as we learn at the Minnesota State Association, was received with applause, requested for printing, and will do good. Dr. Torrey's absence was admirably supplied by a brilliant philosophical address by Dr. L. L. West, of Winona, somewhat supplementing that of Dr. Updike on "The Communion of the Holy Ghost




NO. 12.




be with You:"-the idea of both being that the Christian spirit is the only hope of a redeemed, unified and lovable human society.

We had our benevolent societies ably represented by the ever welcomed Dr. Roy, Secretary Taintor who knows how to bring tears and checks from the most obdurate eyes and pocket books, Rev. A. N. Hitchcock, who always succeeds in rolling the whole globe upon our consciences, Supt. Haun, who is such a versatile Sunday school benefactor to Wisconsin and whose fervid addresses always tell, and last, though not least, Secretary Clifton, who sits up all night, so he declares, to chuckle over his miraculous successes in raising Academy debts. Dr. A. R. Thain, of the Advance, looked upon us for a day, spoke few but memorable words. and left his devout spirit with us.

President Eaton's picturesque address on the closing evening "In the Middle Kingdom," aroused keen anticipation which was more than fulfilled as he told the graphic story of his Chinese pilgrimage. The National Council was entertainingly reported by Dr. Updike, and Mr. Kidder gave brief account of the World's Sunday-school Convention in London.

The prayer hours were timely and well supplied with themes, in a series, "The Gospel in the Home," "In the Pulpit," and "In Common Life." Father F. B. Doe led the first which turned to warm eulogies in testimony upon the blessing of household prayer. Rev. R. C. Denison lea the next, urging that truth and life be not severed in the pulpit gospel and the gospel be received as Paul obtained his, "not of men neither by man." Rev. Bro. Pease,

of Antigo, pled for the admission of the Holy Spirit to common life, and the meeting ran almost entirely to prayer for this crown of divine gifts.

The resolutions of the standing committees, this year, were presented in a bunch, to save time, which perhaps is a gain, if adequate discussion can fasten them in thought and purpose and give them life-power. Buried in the State Minutes, they are of small account.

Among important measures devised and adopted, were the scheme of an "Information Committee," to mediate in a brotherly but not officious or authoritative way-only when desired-between fieldless ministers and pastorless churches. It was not even allowed the title of Bureau, but is simply what it is called, an information committee, The resolution and names of the committee are quoted elsewhere.

Another measure was parallel with the instructive report of Secretary Carter for the Home Missionary Society, indicating the dropping down of our contributions for home missions to a point even below our foreign mission offerings, and far below the sums raised years ago in Wisconsin when our membership and resources were far smaller than now. This is the appointment of a committee on Missions and Benevolence empowered to use every possible means to arouse the churches to a vivid sense of their opportunity and obligation. Another year it is hoped may prove that we can carry our own state, home missionary wise.




K,
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After the War.




að




Six months ago, this nation was in an active conflagration of warlike spirit, a "war fever" it might well be called. The pulpit of the land added no little fuel to the flame. It is probably safe to say that the majority of the American clergy favored war, and that there would have been no war but for the hot and stirring words of so many disciples of Him whose most glorious title is The Prince of Peace, and who said, "My servants do not fight." Was it not a strange thing that, at a time when many had begun to hope that war was a thing of the past between Christian nations, the Christian pulpit of a nation claiming to represent the highest level of civilization yet attained should be a potent influence in again letting loose the dogs of war?

Let it be said, indeed, that this happened only through the excitation of human sympathies. We were harrowed by tales of Cuban suffering. It was to be a war for humanity's sake, for Christ's sake, some were ready to believe.

And so the war came, hurried on as much by the servants of Christ as by the servants of the devil, to whom all war belongs. Providence certainly seemed to smile on us. By such successive strokes of fortune as few nations in history, if any, ever experienced, the conflict came to a speedy close, so far as active hostilities are concerned; though no man is yet able to measure the full harvest of suffering, disease, and death entailed by it upon our ardent and patriotic youth.

And now in our cooler blood, our benevolent wrath being somewhat spent, we can not evade the pregnant question: What next? Are we going to make good our professions when entering upon the war? We have not, 'as yet, justified our encroachments upon Spain's sovereignty; are we going to do it? We have humiliated poor, proud old Spain, and degraded her to a low rank among nations; but that is not in itself a Christian deed. It gives no ground for just pride unless it be only the prelude to something worthier and nobler.

It is unmistakably true that we have taken more upon our hands than we dreamed of in the rash, war-seeking mood of last April.

There is much reason to believe that we have unwittingly precipitated one of the greatest crises in American history. We have come to the parting of the ways. What are to be the American policies of the future? We have lived a hundred years in safety under the policy counseled by the Father of his Country. Are we now to depart from those well-approved counsels? And, if so, what shall betide us in the coming century? There has certainly been no time since the days of Washington in which the American citizen had greater need to seek the deepest wisdom for the guidance of his action as a citizen. Hopeful and courageous should we be; but of headlong haste we have had quite enough. Duty to ourselves and our own future no less than duty to the peoples we have become entangled with, demands of us a greater thoughtfulness and a deeper wisdom than we have been wont, of late, to exhibit.

No man is a good Christian who is not also a good patriot. And no man is a good patriot who




cares only for his own country. Such patriotism is narrow, blind, unchristian. If patriotism is to rise from the level of a mere impulse to that of a virtue, it must be unselfish, intelligent, and farseeing. No man is a true patriot or Christian who would commit his country to any policy of unjust or vain-glorious aggression.

But just now we are insidiously tempted to for get what we have heretofore regarded as our true place and mission. place and mission. With what seductive claptrap, for instance, are we plied by those who cry that "where the American flag has once been raised, there it should float forever." As well say that a man should keep down whatever noxious substance he may by chance have swallowed, simply because he has swallowed it. Our flag once floated, most wantonly be it said, over the walls of Mexico. Should it, therefore, have been kept there?

Our first great duty to the world at large is, if we be equal to it, to present a model society, a model state. It would be worth more to the rest of the world if we could purify our own politics and show the adequacy of democratic government to meet the condition of city life and modern civilization, than it would to set up a protectorate or hegemony, over all the mongrel races of all the tropics. Have we not already more and harder problem than we have yet shown ourselves able to solve, without tilting about the world seeking for others? Is it not our first duty to be a Christian people at home in the broadest sense of the term? Should we not learn to be just towards our own freedmen, for instance, before we attempt the political tutelage of millions more in remote islands of the sea? Will colonial possessions or an "imperial" policy tend to give us a higher type of politicial conscience, higher ideals in social relations? The experience of other nations might instruct us on this point.

We set out to help our weak neighbors of the Antilles to a higher and happier estate; but we

have already discovered that it will take some




If




thing more than battle-ships, however splendidly manned, to accomplish that worthy aim. moral ends could be secured and semi-barbarous races elevated by the heroic destructions of war, how rapidly the regeneration of the world might be pushed. Our politicians have brought upon dens than were dreamed of a year ago. our philanthropists wider fields and greater burWill American Christianity prove equal to all these added responsibilities?

Here again there is need of reflection and common sense. There is a degree of spiritual arrogance in the easy assumption that we can jump into those conquered islands and summarily convert their laggard peoples from Catholic to Protestant Christianity. It is not the revivalist but the teacher who must work the regeneration of these peoples, and that not in days but in centuries. Are not some of our Protestant clergy making a good deal of ill-considered, superficial talk in these days about our great new doors for evangelistic effort? It is too early yet to know what doors are really open, though we shall doubtless find fresh fields for true Christian labor and sacrifice. Meanwhile, it will be disastrous to our nation and to the cause of Christian civilization if we allow our attention and interest to be slackened or turned away from the hard old problems with which we have been struggling, all along, here at home. There is danger that we may neglect the duties that are nearest us, and which are clearly and peculiarly our own, in an impulsive chase af ter novel but dubious responsibilities and liabilities. ALBERT SALISBURY.









Fred Phelps Stiles, M.D.

Dr. Stiles was born in Elgin, Illinois, March 22, 1855. He graduated from the High school in Romeo, Michigan, and from Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago. He came to Sparta in 1881, joining the Congregational church in 1883.

In 1884 he was married to Miss Nellie B. Root, a daughter of two of the charter members of the Congregational church. Dr. Stiles has served the church as Trustee, and as Superintendent of the Sabbath School, and recently acted as Chairman of the Entertainment Committee to provide hospitality for the guests at the State Convention. He entered into this work with much interest, and spared neither time nor effort to make his part in the preparations worthy the great occasion, to which the Sparta church were looking forward with joyous anticipations.

In addition to his large medical practice, Dr. Stiles has held various public positions of responsibility in the line of his profession; and is at the present time a member of the Sparta School Board.
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pense of the other. Nothing but the Spirit of Jesus can unite these diverse elements." "We do not want equality of condition, but equality of opportunity. Every man has a right to demand that."-Rev. E. G. Updike, D. D.

"The gospel is not merely a system of thought (that is but a half truth) but of thought and life; thought which which dominates life."-Rev. R. C. Denison.

"We do not send our boys to college to learn to smoke and drink and bet and play ball. They can learn these accomplishments at home."-Rev. John Faville, Ph. D.




A New Reform Movement.




After some months of consultation and correspondence by leaders in reform work in Wisconsin, three conferences have been held in Madison and Milwaukee. Some definite plans of united aggressive work are formed. A Reform Convention is called to meet at Stevens Point Nov. 17th to discuss the most needed reform measures, and the methods of arousing the moral sentiment, making it effective in promoting reform all over the state, and securing the most needed legislation the coming winter.

Such subjects will be discussed as "Improper Pictures in Public Places," "Saloons Around the Soldier's Home," "Saloons Around the State University," "Raising the Age of Protection of Girls to 18." "Saving the Girls and Boys," "Need of Organized Work for Moral Reforms," "How to Secure the Passage of Reform Laws in our Legislature." "The Guilt and Duty of Christians as to Gambling Customs" "The Duty of the Churches to Unite in Earnest Reform Work."

These subjects are to be discussed by such persons a Rev. J. Schneider, Wauwatosa, Rev. E. G. Updike and Rev. W. J. McKay, of Madison, Rev. John Faville, of Appleton, Rev. P. W. Longfellow,

of Eau Claire, Rev. H. Coleman, Hon. O. T. Williams, Mrs. Kurts, of Milwaukee, Miss C. Edholm, of Chicago, and Dr. W. F. Crafts of Washington.

Nov. 18th, The Annual Convention of the Sunday Rest Day Association will be held at the same place.

Able speakers will discuss. "How to Cleanse the Church from Sabbath Desecration." "Sunday Excursions," "Sunday Work in Factories," and "The Future of the Association."

There is great need that the lovers of righteousness rally at these conventions. Their real power depends on the number in attendance. There will be large opportunity for discussion. If the people will rally, this may be the beginning of great blessings for Wisconsin. Will you, for Christ and humanity's sake, make the effort to attend this convention? J. B. DAVISON,
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April, REV. C. A. PAYNE, Berlin. 
May, REV. J. R. SMITH, West Superior. 
June, REV. A. D. ADAMS, New Richmond. 
July, Rev. W. J. C. BOND, Boscobel. 


      August, REV. C. E. BLODGETT, Burlington. 
      September, Rev. J. W. GERRIE, Clintonville. 
       October, PRES. A. SALISBURY, Whitewater. 
      November, REV. R. C. DENISON, Janesville. 
Heads of Departments- 


Church News-REV. S. T. KIDDER, Ripon. 
 Civic and Social-REV. J. T. CHYNOWETH, Sheboygan. 
Sunday School-REV. GEO. C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Y. P. S. C. E.-REV. W. W. SLEEPER, Beloit. 
Education-Prominent Educators of Wisconsin. 





GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to REV. H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on application to REY. H. W, CARTER, Beloit.
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With the beginning of the new volume in the next issue of Our Church Life, arrangements are to be completed to continue the excellent mechanical work of the paper, and yet to have it reach subscribers considerably earlier in the month than heretofore. To this end it will be essential that all copy be in the printer's hands the first of each month, except special items of church news, which can be delayed not later than the third, as announced later.




Let none be disturbed by notification of dues to Our Church Life sent out. It seemed the only effective way of getting the facts to the proper individuals. Report all mistakes promptly. Complications will be avoided, if all will, by fractional subscriptions when necessary, make the subscriptions begin with the November issue.




The new plans for the next volume of Our Church Life, beginning with our November issue, include the chairmen of our ten district Home Missionary committees as constituting an advisory committee. They are requested to magnify their office in furnishing information, suggestions and other aid that will improve the paper and enlarge its circulation.




Now is the time to enlarge your subscription lists. Send to the Beloit office for specimens, subscription blanks, and any information or aid desired. Make your subscriptions begin or end with the November issue when practicable. The paper is continued, as is customary, till ordered stopped.




The Annual Minutes soon to be issued will contain, as usual, full reports of the Home Missionary Societies, with financial reports of the missionary year, including that of Our Church Life. Ask your pastor for a circulating copy.




The plan was announced at Sparta of holding an annual conference at Madeline Island in the interests of our state problems, usually to be held the second week of August, but next season probably nearer the time of the State Convention at West Superior, which is to be the second Tuesday preceding the last Tuesday of next September. Plans are already on foot to insure a surprisingly low rate for the latter gathering.




The superintendent, looking around the Sunday school, said: "I see several absent teachers,” and he wasn't Irish either.









Unique Special Services in Sharon. sacred selections which they faultlessly rendered




The meetings recently held in Sharon, Wis., under the pastorate of Rev. Carl D. Thompson, from Sept. 8-16, constitute an epoch in the history of that village, and possibly in the history of evangelism.

The meetings were held for the purpose of awakening a deeper interest in the advancement of God's kingdom on earth.

The Rev. Messrs. W. R. Gaylord, of Elgin, Ill., W. R. Bennett, of Darlington, Wis, C. L. Fiske, of




in an effective and impressive manner, and these together with a chorus choir led by W. R. Bennett made the music of the meetings a very rare feature.

The fruits of the meetings so far are encouraging.

Quite a large number have pledged themselves "to work for the Kingdom of God on earth in every possible way," and the whole meeting was characterized by a spirit of thoughtful earnestness. PRESS COMMITTEE.




Chicago, and C. D. Thompson, of Sharon, were Standing and Special Committees Appoint




the special evangelists.




The sessions of each day consisted of an afternoon School of the Kingdom, for Bible study, aud an evening sermon followed by a short after-meeting, wherein individual testimony was given in regard to Christian experience, and the freest discussion of the ideas presented by the speakers was encouraged.

The Bible studies were notably helpful and interesting.

The development of the social teachings of the Bible was traced from the early Hebrew laws, customs, and institutions down; then the preaching and teaching of the prophets, and the life of Jesus, and the experiments of the early church as they tried to apply those teachings to the economic and social affairs of their times. The special purpose of the course was to discover the Bible answer to the question:

"How can men as sons of God live together as brothers here on earth?"

The high water mark of the services was reached in the Sunday afternoon meeting for business men. The subject was, "What is Business?" Almost every leading business man in town was present and the most interested attention and discussion was given to the subject.

Not a few declared that such meetings as this would soon solve the question of men in the churches.

The meetings were well attended, and the mass of the people were deeply impressed, and thoroughly awakened by the somewhat new and unique manner in which the Gospel was presented.

The trend of thought throughout the meetings was that the redemption of the world must come through social as well as individual evangelization. That the teachings of Jesus must be lived by the whole world before the kingdom of God on earth can be fully established.

That Jesus taught that the Kingdom of God may and must be established on earth, and that it is incumbent on every person to assist in bringing about that kingdom, and to do that, the law of sacrifice, service and love must be the motive power of every life.

The economic problems of the day must be met and solved, and such a social order established that no one shall be crushed, but all have equal opportunity to supply their needs from the unlimited storehouse of the universe.

To that end, the command, "Love thy neighbor as thyself," must enter into every life, every day and every hour.

These points were emphasized in a way that admitted small argument.

Special mention must be made of the music which was of an unusual character.

The Hesperian quartet, composed of the four ministers mentioned, sang every day and evening,
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Rev. S. P. Wilder, Rev. H. A. Miner, Rev. J. K. Kilbourn, Rev. Wm. Crawford, Nicholas Smith, - Esq.

Information Committee

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, Rev. William Crawford, 
Rev. F. B. Doe, J. O. Myers, Esq., F. J. Lamb, 
Esq. 


Delegates to International Council

Boston, 1899, Rev. Wm. Crawford, alternate 
Rev. S. T. Kidder; Rev. H. A. Miner, alternate 
Rev. E. G. Updike; E. D. Smith, Esq., alternate 
Nicholas Smith, Esq.; Hon. J. M. Whitehead, 
alternate Rev. E. P. Salmon. 


On Missions and Benevolenc.—

Rev. Walter M. Ellis, Rev. S. E. Lathrop, Rev. 
I. L. Cory, Rev. Joseph Collie, Rev. O. L. Rob- 
inson, Rev. A. Kidder, Rev. S. M. MacNeill, 
Rev. D. L. Holbrook, Rev. R. L. Cheney, Rev. 
Thomas Evans. 
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Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVTT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. Wright. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BALCKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





District Missionaries:-Southern District, REV. R. L. CHENEY, Janesville; Nortnern DistRICT, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., Rev. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                           I. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVTIT, J. O. MYERS, Rev. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
      REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, REV. O. L. ROBINSON, Rev. 5. L. HOLBROOK, REV. A.L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. Ellis, Rev. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 
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3.00 100.00 33.00 1.10 12.40

2.09 10.00 127.48 30.00




.$14.00




.$15.00 25.00 5.00 4.68 ..$49.68




What is Needed For Self-Support.

Including the last year of Mr. Doe's superintendency-the year that self support for Wisconsin, was votedthe receipts, exclusive of legacies and other extras, have been in round numbers, as follows:

1883. $7,000 (the largest up of that date); 1884, $8,800; 1885, $9,340; 1886, $11,268; 1887, $10,640; 1888, $11,525; 1889, $10,000; 1890, $10,800; 1891, $ 2,800, 1892 $10,385; 1893, $11.828; 1894, $12,206; 1895, $10,000; 1896, $9,654; 1897, $7,945; 1898, $12,342.27.

The panic of 1893, and the following years of financial stringency, having affected everything else, presumably may have had an influence on Home Missionary Contributions.

No one knows, of course, just what turned to this society the recent exceptionally large bequests. In the year 1896, these brought the total of that one year up to $28.900.

It will be noted that the years of largest receipts from constant sources were the years 1891 and 1894, respectively 4 and 7 years after the national society returned to our relief with a grant to the North Wisconsin district, which came first in 1886-7, amounting to $5000, afterwards increased for a few years, and this current year reduced to $4300 including $1778, for Mr. Grassie's salary and expenses. This amount, by the present arrangement of a District Missionary, is reduced about $500.

For entire self support we need at least the $18000 expended in the state the past year, with a larger proportion of it ap plied to the northern section. The present extreme low water mark of receipts, is of course no criterion for a fair estimate of what can and ought to be done. Plans elsewhere explained can and ought to enable Wisconsin to reach its goal of full and adequate selfsupport.




AS TO NORTH WISCONSIN.




By action of the annual annual meeting, the State Society consents to the continuance of the present arrangement concerning North Wisconsin in the hope of speedy entire self support as elsewhere outlined. The plan involves the superintendency of the whole state by the State Secretary, the state society paying his salary as heretofore, while the National Society pays his expenses for North Wisconsin and provides the District Missionary, Rev. J. D. Whitelaw for constant field service with the salary of $1000 and expenses.

The above action indicates a long step in advance. The same hearty co-operation which was manifested at the annual meeting, if exhibited, as confidently expected will be the case, by those who were not present, will insure at least a doubling of offerings, the solution of our financial problem, and so the speedy reaching of the desired goal of entire self support, besides sharing for the regions beyond. Let church leaders assure their pastors of hearty co-operation in this forward movement.
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16.62 30.00 25.00 5.89 20.12 5.72 2.50 8.00 57.00 .40 29.00




Total churches...........




$967.01
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Total Individuals..................




CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.




Fond du Lac.............




...$20.00
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Examine your Church Life file for record of Home Mission ary contributions. If you are not correctly credited or if you have not a correct receipt for each gift, report the fact at once.

The pastoral letter sent in advance of the Missionary Sabbath, (with inclosed envelope or one furnished upon the Sabbath for the offering) is one method for missionary information and collections used effectively by Pastors W. M. Ellis, W. W. Sleeper, C. A. Wight, W. M. Moore and others.-See sample elsewhere,









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS:




President-MRS. E. G.UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents--MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.




All moneys should be sent to the new treasurer, Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.




Another annual meeting :as come and gone, with its suming up of the work of the past year, and its plans for aggressive work for the new year. The following plan was presenied by the executive board and adopted by the union: That it be our aim to raise this year not less than $2,700, exclusive of expense fund and gifts to any special objects, to be appropriated as follows:




........




.$1500




800




200




100




100




To the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society..... To the American Missionary Association.......... To the Congregational Education Society.... To the Congregational Church Building Society... To the Sunday School and Publishing Society.... Each auxiliary is asked to send an amount equal to five cents per member, designated "for expense fund." This plan faithfully carried out will furnish just enough to pay the necessary expenses of the Union-which does not include any salaried officers.

A resolution was also adopted, fixing September 15 as the date for closing the treasurer's books. It is our plan to have some visiting done throughout the state, for the purpose of organizing where no missionary society exists, as well as re-vivifying those already organized.

Please be ready, if possible, to fall into line when your district secretary writes asking you if you want an organizer or a speaker for a certain date, for I am sure our good sister, Rev. Harriet E. Williams, who has kindly consented to give us a little of her time and ability, will do you good. May her coming inspire us all to renewed efforts in all lines of mission. ary work.




MRS. E. G. Updike.




Financial Report for September 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Bloomer, $8; La Crosse, $25; Fort Atkinson, $12; Racine, $25; Lancaster, $22; Baraboo, $12.91; Delevan, $9; Brodhead, $5; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's missionary tea, $20; Beloit, 2d, $5 Windsor $11,25; Sparta $51.46; Sparta birthday offering, $7.75, Eagle River, $5; Sun Prairie, $3.75; Beloit, 1st, $19; Platteville, $14.75; Milwaukee, North Side, $2; Appleton, $2; Janesville, $32.92; Wauwatosa, $5.25; Madison, $38; Whitewater J. C. E. S. $2; Antigo, $11.31; Mrs. Thos. Davis, of British Hollow, $6; Union Grove, $10; Eau Claire $23.55; Elroy, $5.20; Arena, 2d, $5.50; Milwaukee, Grand Avenue, $4.45; Trevor, Liberty Church, $1.05; Arena, 1st, $4; Lancaster, $1; Fond du Lac, $40; Interest on Amelia Doyon legacy, $26.98...




NORTHERN WISCONSIN.




Ashland, $5.20; West Superior, Pilgrim, $10.28; Hayward, $8..........




AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Fort Atkinson, $1.50; Whitewater, $6.63; Windsor, $11.25; Eagle River, $5; Sun Prairie, $3.75; Beloit, 1st, $9.25; Platteville, $1.25; Appleton, $15.28; Wauwatosa, $2.50; Madison, $5.00; Arena, 1st, $2.09; Int. on legacy, $33.02.......




..$ 478.08




23.48




.$




96.52
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The Annual Meeting of the Branch was held in Sparta Tuesday afternoon September 20. This was preceded by a young people's rally on Monday evening under the leadership of Miss Sewell, state secretary. After the usual greeting and response Miss Sewell gave an interesting account of the work of the young people the past year. Mrs. S. E. Hurlbut, of Evanston, Ill., addressed the audience on the "Privilege of Opportunity." She spoke especially to the pastors, showing the opportunities they had in leading their young people on in the great work. Miss Mary Brewer, of Sivas, Turkey, then told of the great self denial of a woman in Turkey, in order that she might do her part in carrying on the Lord's work.

The regular meeting of the Branch was held Tuesday afternoon. After the devotional exercises and some necessary busi









ness we listened to the treasurer's report. Total raised $5,073 an increase of $217 over last year.

Miss Sewell then gave a summary of the year's work, including the district secretaries' reports. It was a story of much faithful work, trust the good seed sown may bring forth an abundant harvest.

Mrs. Hutton's report as secretary of children's work showed that she had not been weary in well doing. Let each one of us ask the question: Am I at all responsible for the falling off of the receipts for this important work? Let us do all in our power to bring them up another year.

The "Hour with our Missionaries," led by Mrs. Blakeslee, of Milwaukee, was one long to be remembered; we were all brought very near to the Father and to the missionaries. A solo by Mrs. Robinson, of Baraboo, closed the hour.

If all the women of our churches could have heard the papers which followed, one on "Attendance upon District Meeting." Mrs. Loomis, of Windsor; the other "Need and Benest of Mission Studies," by Mrs. Stacy, of Milwaukee, we feel the District Meetings would be much better attended and our list of subscribers for Mission Studies largely increased. Mrs. Hurlbut gave some valuable suggestions on methods of carrying on the work, emphasising the value of prayer, information in regard to the work, and systematic and proportonate giving. Miss Brewer spoke again before the convention in the evening telling a little of the massacre in Turkey, giving an instance of a native pastor, who sacrificed his life rather than give up his faith.

There are some changes in the officers for the coming year. Mrs. N. T. Blakeslee, of Milwaukee, is now first vice president; Mrs. C. L. Gordon of Waukesha, takes her place as secretary of the Milwaukee district. The vacancies in Winnebago, Lemonweir and Superior are not filled as yet. May our new year begin with prayer that Christian people may have a vision of the Lord's work, what it means to us and the whole world. LUCY E WALKER

     TREASURER's statement for september. 
Total receipts........... 
Expense fund...... 





Branch Total.




Life in Our Churches.




.$




.$1,896.36 10.50




$1885.86




Beloit Second. Pastor Sleeper's Rally Day announcement will be found elsewhere. It occurred October 9, and covered the entire day. The Men's S. E. Club rallied in the evening with a program of vocal and instrumental music, and the first sermon of a series on The Revelation.

Bloomington. Rev. F. W. Schonfeldt, pastor-reports $350 expended in repairs, $150 of old debt canceled and $100 placed at interest. That is being well ahead.

Clinton-Rev .Wm. Moore, Pastor. Rally Day in Sundayschool was observed October 2, and an annual address, of attractive character, representing all departments of the church work, and signed by official members, was issued to members of the congregation-an admirable means of rallying for fall work.

Cumberland. This church has taken on new life since the coming of Rev. W. T. Ream as pastor less than a year ago. The increasing congregations made enlargement an actual necessity, and the audience room has recently been enlarged by adding one-third to its former capacity, with a general renovating of the building. The enlarged sanctuary was re-dedicated Sept. 11, with a sermon by Rev. Stanley E. Lathrop of Ashland, on "The Value of the Sanctuary" and a printed program specially arranged. A hymn of dedication by Mr. Lathrop was sung. Mr. Ream has a strong hold upon the people and is especially successful in reaching young men. The prospects of the church are more hopeful than ever.

"Cumberland City has suffered severely." writes Pastor Ream, "entire mill-yard burned and fifteen families homeless. City not yet (Oct. 1,) out of danger. Smouldering fires still worry us, but we are closely watching them. All business is suspended. About forty families in the surrounding country are burned out and homeless. We are beginning to plan relief. We need rain and need it badly. Will write you farther particulars later." The pastor is busy acting as fire-fighter and quieter of frantic nerves. He is a member of the Relief committee appointed by the mayor to look after sufferers from forest fires in this region.

Depere. This church has been supplied during the vacation so acceptably by Rev. W. J. Stewart, that it declines to give him up and he will continue his studies in Ripon and supply on Sundays at Depere.

Dodgeville Plymouth-Rev. R. Titsmarsh pastor. A unique plan for decorating about the pulpit, planned and fattractively filled weekly under the leadership of the pastor's wife, is a tin receptacle, 9 feet long, adjusted to the semi-circular railing, and decorated with flowers and autumn leaves.

The house of worship has undergone outside painting. with the introduction of electtic lights. The church grounds have also been improved this fall, with a plan for extensive inside repairs in the spring. Madison District convention meets here in May.

The pastor, alternates Sabbath evenings, supplies outside




appointments, respectively 6 and 9 miles distant. The work as a whole continues to prosper in a marked degree.

Dodgeville Welsh-Rev. Mr. Davies pastor. Maintains its services and work with vigor, notwithstanding some recent serious losses by death. Secretary Carter presented H-me Missions here October 2, in connection with two services at Dodgeville Plymouth.

Eau Claire First.-Refurnishing within, repainting without and within, new frescoes and furniture are items which greet the congregation at the autumn re-opening. Pastor Frizzell has his work well in hand.

The Milwaukee Sentinel reports a movement on foot to raise $200,000, and remove Ripon College bodily to Eau Claire, unless the people of Southern Wisconsin rally to Mr. Ingram's offer of $15.000 and duplicate it with fifteen or twenty thousand more to build the needed Science Hall!

Elroy.-Pastor Rev. W. M. Ellis. THE PROVOKER gives reports from the Sparta Convention, and magnifies everything else that is good. A harvest ingathering, with autumnal decorations, was a recent feature of the services. "Traps for the Young" is the theme of a current sermon series, including "The Circean Cup," "The Phantom of Much for Nothing,” “A Quicksand for the Soul," "Fogs and Rocks."

Gay's Mills. Dedication of edifice reported September 6. Kewaunee.-Rev. Wm. E. Rigby, pastor. From the annual report, the following items are significant. Average attendance at morning worship, 25; evening, 55; Sunday-school, 53; Y. P. S. C. E. midweek meeting, 15. 735 Pastoral visits are recounted, and 218 families or business places visited. Offerings have been to Home and Foreign Missions, the A. M. A., the C. S. S. & P. S., Children's Aid Society, Bible Society, and W. C. T. U. Total amount, $97.95.

Oshkosh Plymouth.-Rey. H. F. Tyler, pastor, plans for a new pipe-organ, and a vigorous campaign of autumn work. There is a large field and much to be accomplished.

Park Falls and Butternut.-Rev. E L. Morse, pastor. The Park Falls Church is only a year old. Services are held in the hall of the "Company Store." The Y. P. S. C. E. newly organized, has planned to raise $500 for a new chapel. Mi. and Mrs. Morse speak, synchronously, on Sunday evenings at Park Falls and Butternut. The saloons and brothels are a great hindrance to Christian work in this frontier region. Mr. and Mrs. Morse spent their vacation in camp on Butternut Lake from which an interesting letter descriptive of the region was sent to the Tomah Herald Advertiser.

Pike Grove Welsh Church, near Racine, served by Rev. Thos, Evans of Racine, is an illustration of a class of changes going on in the state. Once a church of eighty mem bers, with its building enlarged to accommodate a large coun try congregation, it has now but eight members, and a few faithful attendants, owing to deaths and other changes.

Platteville.-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. During the summer vacation the ladies of the church had quite extensive repairs made on the parsonage. Upon the return of the pastor and his family they called at the parsonage and presented the ministers' wife with a large quantity of fruit put up for the winter. Sec'y C N. Taintor spent September 25th with the church in the interest of the Church Building Society. In the evening he gave his lecture on "The Men of the Mayflower." The lecture created great interest as did his sermon on the work of the society.

Prentice.-Rev. A. Chambers, pastor. "Thursday evening Sept. 29th, we could not hold our prayermeeting as everybody was out fighting fire, or making arrangements to leave town. Yesterday the smoke was so dense that we could scarcely see to read, without a lamp. Have had several boxes and trunks packed to fly at a word.
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Am glad to say we have had our first victory over the saloons. Today the Brewing Company sent word chat if we will drop the pending suit, they will drop the selling.

Racine Welsh.-Rev. Thomas Evans, pastor, after his evening service, has a brief and interesting children's service, with repetition of scripture and opportunity for taking the Christian stand.

Tomahawk.-Rev. S. M. MacNeill pastor. "I am glad to be able to report the conditions here very satisfactory at the beginning of my second year of service with the Tomahawk church."

Two Rivers and Two Creeks-Rev. J. N. Davidson pastor. The pastor has done much work this summer, helping pupils prepare for college or academy, has had eight in Latin without charge. One girl returns to Milwaukee-Downer, and a "Beloit boy" goes back as freshman, taking two comrades with him. Two Endeavorers, one a member of this church, have been doing army service at Puerto Rico and are in correspondence with their pastor.

Viroqua.-Rev. J. A. Stemen, the new pastor comes with the best of prestige from the Minnesota side, having served the Como Ave. church, Minneapolis, with fine acceptance. The resolutions by the dismissing council contained the following warm endorsement: "As a man, he has the affection of all his brethren, by reason of his ever frank and courteous manner, his hearty interest in the work and welfare of others, and the manifest spirit of goodfellowship which constantly characterizes him.

"In the work of pulpit and parish, in conference, association and council, he has shown scholarly ability, faithfulness to all









interests, easy adaptation to varying conditions, breadth of view, catholicity of mind, and unfailing earnestness and energy. "As secretary of the Congregational Club he has not only endeared himself to an increasing number of acquaintances, but has wrought in this sphere as elsewhere efficiently for the welfare of Congregationalism in all this region.

"As the correspondent for the northwest of the Boston Congregationalist, he has shown a large appreciation of Congregational affairs in this section of the country" and has treated of them uniformly with fairness and ability.

Bro. Stemen will still continue to represent the Northwest Wisconsin especially in the Congregationlist.




Personal.




Rev. and Mrs. William Kilburne, of South Kaukauna, welcomed a baby daughter in their home, Sept. 13. Congratulations.

Rev. William DeLoss Love, D. D., who died at St. Paul, Sept. 5, was for years a prominent Wisconsin pastor. His sons, Rev. A. L and Rev. Wm. D. Love are pastors, respectively, in Albany, N. Y., and Hartford, Conn.

Rev. Henry F. Tyler, of the Oshkosh Plymouth church, addressed the Ripon College students in the chapel Oct. 4. His theme was heart power as distinguished from mere head power and closed with earnest appeal to Christ and to the supreme Master and exponent of heart power.

Prof. E. W. Clark, of Ripon College is giving a Wednesday evening course of lectures in the chapel on Roman antiquities, illustrated by fine lantern views in whose exhibition Prof. Erickson gives expert aid. These lectures are open without expense to the students and to citizens of Ripon, and are largely attended.

Mrs. Harriet Saunderson, wife of Prof. Saunderson, of Ripon, well known in W. C. T. U. circles and as a popular impersonator, will lecture and read at the State Federation of Women's clubs at LaCrosse, Nov. 9-10.

Mr. Schon 'eldt, brother of Rev. F. W. Schonfeldt, who has supplied Prairie du Chien and Wyalusing of late, has returned to his studies at the Northwestern Seminary, Naperville, Ill.

Rev. J. F. Eaton, D. D., some years ago principal of the Ripon Preparatory Department, and later President of Whitman College, has begun work as pastor of the Rochester church.

District Missionary R. L. Cheney, though greatly needed in his ordinary work, is released for six months, to prepare the way at Endeavor for a premanent pastor of the church, and principal of the Academy.

Mr. C. H. Macumber, the week after Convention, was summoned by telegram to the deathbed of his father in Ontario County, New York. The sympathies of his numerous friends in the wide missionary circle of the state are with him.




Ministerial Movements.

Brink, Rev. A. Lee, recently of Hope Church, West Superior, acccpts call to Iron River.

Chambers, Rey. Geo. R., accepts call from Milton to Gennesee, has begun work.

Chase, Rev. C. E. (Methodist) accepts call to Big Spring, Jackson and Davis Corners.

Cheney, Rev. Russell L., General Missionary, of Janesville, accepts call to the Principalship of Endeavor Academy, Merrittville P. O.

Eaton, Rev. Jas. F., D. D., has brgun his pastorate at Rochester.

Martin, Rev. A. A., withdraws resignation-remains at Pittsville.

McClelland, Rev. A. Lincoln, has accepted call from Nekoosa, to Milton, and has begun work.

McLaren, Rev. Jas. H., resigns at Racine, but is urged to remain.

Pake, Rev. Margaret R., resigns at Fifield. Soderstrom, Rev. J. M., called from Grantsburg, Wis., to Pillsbury and Swanville, Minn., accepts.

Thompson, Rev. Carl D., called from Sharon to Prospect St. church, Elgin, Ill.

Ward, Rev. John R., has resigned at Gennesee, is addressed at Kingston, Green Lake Co.

An Important Matter For Our Churches.

At our recent state meeting at Sparta the following resolutions, after earnest discussion were adopted unanimously and by rising vote of the pastors and delegates present. The standing committee provided for in these resolutions consists of Pastors W. M. Ellis, Elroy; O. L. Robinson, Baraboo; Joseph Collie, D. D., Williams Bay; I. L. Corey, Milwaukee; D. L. Holbrook, Fond du Lac; S. M. MacNeill, Tomahawk, and Rev. Messrs. S. E. Lathrop, Ashland; A.




Kidder, Eau Ciaire; R. L. Cheney, Endeavor, and Thomas Evans, Racine. It is the hope of many that the adoption of these resolutions shall mark the beginning of a new era in the support which our churches shall give to all our missionary work.

We, the representatives of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin, in state convention assembled, humbly and heartily profess our unreserved devotion to the interests of our Master's Kingdom in our Commonwealth and in the world. We have heard with concern the pleas of our representatives in our various missionary societies. We gratefully recognize the supreme claims of these interests upon ourselves and upon our churches; Christ's abiding charge upon us to press this work of evangelization; the splendid opportunity before us in these days for great and permanent advance in the missionary work of the churches; and the urgent and painful need for increased rather than diminished financial support of all our various missionary work both home and foreign. We believe that the time has now come for us to endeavor prayerfully and unitedly an advanced step in support of these Christ-assigned enterprises of the churches. We believe that this advance step must begin in a revival and permanent cultivation of the spirit of missionary benevolence in our churches, by the stirring of God's Spirit, and by the thoughtful, united and energetic cooperation of those who seem to be placed as leaders.

We therefore unitedly and individually pledge our Master, our missionary workers and representatives, and one an




other:




First, to make this matter of the missionary benevolence of our churches the subject of diligent study and prayer from this day forward.

Second, we agree to plan for and to give our congregations, not excepting our young people, systematic instruction and exhortation in missionary obligations, missionary intelligence and systematic benevolence.

Third, we will, at the earliest convenient date, call a confercnce of the members of our churches for the purpose of considering the urgent needs of our missionary enterprises and im. proving if possible the method of the church in missionary education and in benevolence.

Fourth, we will endeavor to so lead in this matter that the plan adopted shall include at least (a) a systematic effort to extend the circulation of missionary literature, and (b) an equally diligent and thorough endeavor to secure from each member of our churches a voluntary contribution or definite pledge to all our benevolent activities of such an amount anuually as seems consistent with the claims of this our Master's glorious work and the degree of prosperity which God has given us.

Finally, we will endeavor to lead our congregations each to raise annually a larger total amount for missionary work than during the preceding year.

The Committee further recommends that the Convention appoint a standing Committee on Missions and Benevolences whose duties shall include (a) the bringing of this matter to the consideration of our district Conventions at their next meeting, (b) a report, at each State Convention of the churches which have increased their total benevolent offerings during the year as above suggested.

We also recommend that Our Church Life in the next few months give prominence to the matter of missionary benevolence, and, if possible, give us reports of the best methods of missionary instruction and benevolence which may be found among our churches. This for the guidance and inspiration of others.




Extract From Letter of a Home Missionary.

"They are tired of seeing church after church broken up.

I am not half the preacher many of the 52 others were, but my epidermis is nearer vituperation proof. I see why others failed and were driven out or left, and as a matter of conscience I am determined to stay here until I feel that our God and the people in general will otherwise. I can not honestly say that I don't care for such abuse, etc. I do and it unfits me for service I feel I might be doing, and hinders what I can do in some cases. But I suppose it is always that way. Were I perfeet and had I the 12 disciples for a congregation, one would be a traitor-another a coward at a critical moment; another would doubt, two more would be place seekers and get the rest down on them. But on another view-only one was a hopeless case, and of the other four, three were the choicest of the twelve. We are peculiar creatures, lo.s of trouble to one another even in the most hopeful cases.

It is my desire to cut the request for aid down at least another $50 this year, but I hope the W. H. M. S. will not decrease the amount they spend on this section.

Some new plan must be devised to givc pastoral care to the neglected part of the field. Churches you can't establish, Sunday Schools are out of the question as they are usually carried on. A peripatetic ministry-a sort of a jack-of-all-trades and languages-a veritable genius is needed, not to spend time in one community, but to see each at intervals such that he will be considered a treat. I am trying it in a way but am short on Bohemian, Polish, and Belgian, and my own field is enough for one small man."











Work of the Churches.




Story of Our Annual Statistics.




(Presented by Registrar Miner.)

OUR WORKING FORCES.




On January 1. 1897 there were upon our roll 250 churches with a reported resident membership of 18,782 led by 163 pastors. On January 1, 1898 there were 252 churches on our roll with a resident membership of 18,846 which shows a net gain of only 64 during the year. At the same time there were reported 1276 additions by confession and 633 by letter, making a total of 1,909 additions during the year. So you see there was a loss by death and removals and from other causes of 1,845. I find that we are carrying upon our church rolls a growing number of absentees, now amounting to 3 239. These do not add to the working force of our churches. Upon these absent members we are asked by the National Council to pay a tax of two cents per member for National Council expenses, amounting to $64.78. Would not a revision of our church rolls prove a good thing to do?

Here may I add a word with reference to our Convention rolls? We have at least 14 churches that have not reported for years. No services are held and really these churches have no existence. Why carry them upon our rolls? Will the District Registrars call attention of their respective Conventions to this fact?

The distribution of membership at the beginning of the last calendar year in the 223 reporting churches may be of interest. It was as follows:

 Thirtyeight churches with less than 25 each. 
Eightytwo churches with 25 and less than 50. 
Fifty churches with 50 and less than 100. 
Thirty churches with 100 and less than 200. 
Twelve churches with 200 and less than 300. 
Eight churches with 300 and less than 400. 
No churches with 400 and less than 500. 
Three churches with 500 and over. 


You will note that only 53 have a membership of 100 and over, while 170 have less than 100 members each.

As an indication of the aggressive work of the churches, suppose we consider the number added by confession and the amount of money given, 1st, for the work of the parish, and 2d, for religious work outside of the parish.




ADDITIONS AND GIFTS.




Of additions we find that 26 churches received 20 or more viz: 606 by confession and 263 by letter, a total of 869, Average per church of 33.4, or in a ratio of 1 by confession to 8.8 members.

Thirty-nine churches received from 10 to 20 additions, viz., 378 by confession and 195 by letter, a total of 573, an average of 15 to each church; or in a ratio 1 by confession to 9.7 members.

The 158 other reporting churches received less than 10 each 33 churches with a membership of 1272 received not a member. Taking the whole number of reporting churches, the ratio of additions by confession was 1 to 14 members or a total of 1,276 by confession.

Of gifts for parish work, which includes all money paid out for home church expenses, we find the total sum of $210,196 or an average of $11.19 per resident member. Gifts for the spread of the gospel outside of the home parish were $42,691, an average of $2 27 per resident member.

Taking the average of work done by the total resident membership of our churches, as expressed by total additions and gifts of money, we find: 1 addition to 9.8 members and gifts for all religious purposes to average $13.46 per capita.




GENERAL.




There is a building of Christian manhood in the person of each member that should be taken into account. The Sunday School, the Christian Endeavor and the prayer-meeting, besides the regular Sabbath services, are the chief agencies for this work. From reports we gather that in these agencies there has not been any perceptible gain in attendance; as to efficiency each pastor is better able to judge. Just what these and other agencies have accomplished in the perfecting of individual character cannot be reported. Numbers have been born into the new lite the past year and that life has been unfolded, Christian power developed, so that we are in advance of what we were a year ago. And yet no doubt we are painfully conscious that our advancement is far less than it should have been. When we take into the account the growing wealth and intelligence of our churches we certainly have a right to expect a growing spiritual power. We ought to be able to present better specimens of Christian manhood to-day than ever in the past. Can we do it?

Besides we have a right to expect and look for a reinforcement of moral forces. Suppose we raise the question: Has your church more moral weight to- ay in your community for the abolition of public vices, such as intemperance, Sabbath desecration, gambling, impurity, than it had a year ago?




It certainly ought to have and if it has not where is the failure? These vices have assumed gigantic proportions and must be squarely met by the churches of Wisconsin. There is no remedy for them outside of Christianity. It is Christian men and women that must enter society with renovating power and among the victories to be won is the suppression of these public vices.




OUR CONVENTION YEAR.




Turning more specially to our Convention year we find that our ministry has been depleted by death in the persons of Wm. W. Rose, Ft. Atkinson, who died October 2 1897. David E. Phillips, Barneveld, Oct. 14, 1897; Sem Phillips, Waukesha January 26, 1898; Alfred C. Marden, White Creek, February 1, 1898; Owen Owens, Rewey, April 25, 1898; Thos. G. Grassie, Ashland, April 28, 1898; Geo. Bushnell, New Haven, Ct., March 2, 1898. We may also add the name of W. W. Wheeler, of Beloit, so well-known as a S. S. Missionary and lay preacher: who died February 3, 1898, also Mrs. Stowe Sawyer, of South Milwaukee, so prominent in Chriseian work, who died February 16, 1898. These all haying witnessed a good confession, departed in faith.




ORDINATIONS.




Sixteen have been added to our ministry by ordination, viz., 
Chas. E. Nelson, Sept. 29, 1897, Maine. 


Jens. H. Pederson, Miss'y, Sept. 29, 1897, Maine. 
Wm. H. Short, Oct. 22, 1897, Spring Valley. 
Isak Hoyem, Nov. 13, 1897, Mil. Swedish. 
Fred Wheeler, Dec. 15, 1897, Grand Rapids. 
L. W. Wiltberger, Dec. 16, 1897, Pleasant Valley. 
Geo. E. Farnam, Dec. 21, 1897, Ithaca. 


J. H. Kimball, March 16, 1898, Stoughton. 
H. H. Jacobs, March 8, 1898, Milwaukee. 
 C. A. Feussle, Apr. 29, 1898, S. Mil. Ger. 
 C. A. Boughton, May 13, 1898, Necedah. 
Carl D. Thompson, June 7, 1898, Sharon. 
Jno. W. Moore, July 19, 1898, Liberty-Trevor. 
 F. C. Bliss, Aug. 25, 1898, Plymouth. 
J. G. Hewitt, Aug. 30, 1898, Raymond. 
Jno. W. Holway, Sept. 7, 1898, Sterling. 
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Resolved, 1. That this convention express its deep interest in the great opportunities and tremendous obligations of our Sunday Schools.

2. That we recommend to future program committees that some place be found on Convention programs for the discussion of topics related to the special work of Sunday School of. ficers and teachers, particularly in regard to new methods of systematic and comprehensive Bible study.

3. That we recommend to the district conventions the wisdom of appointing a District Sunday School Secretary who may confer with other District Secretaries, and may encourage all departments of Sunday School work.




ON THE REST DAY ASSOCIATION




Resolved, That we heartily endorse the work of the Sunday Rest Day Association, that we are pleased to learn of the increase of gifts from our Congregational churches to this object, and that we recommend that our churches support this work the coming year to the extent of $300 at least, and that each church be requested to take a collection for this purpose. Whereas, the aggressive attacks in the Lord's Day menacing the welfare of both the church and nation imperatively demand that all Christians and patriots rally to its vigorous defense;

We therefore appeal to all pastors and churches to make this defense possible by earnest endeavor to cleanse out every form of Sabbath desecration from the lives of our membership. Whereas. an appeal comes to us and the other leading Christian bodies of the state from a conference of leading reformers for united action on reform measures;

Resolved. That in response to their request we direct our moderator and registrar in our behalfand in behalf of the 250 churches we represent to petition onr legislature to pass laws, first, forbidding the sale of intoxicating beverages within a mile of the Soldier's Home near Milwaukee; second, forbidding the sale of intoxicants within a mile of the State University; third, raising the age of protection for girls from fourteen to eighteen years.

Resolved, That we appoint a delegate and an alternate to meet similar delegates from other hodies in a Reform Convention to be held at Stevens Point about the second week in Noyember in connection wit. the Sunday Rest Day Annual Convention, and urge all pastors and layman who can to attend said convention.

We also direct our officers to petition the legislature to extend the time of the summer encampment of our state militia to eight days in order that no travel may seem necessary on the Sabbath in going to and from Camp Douglas

We also direct our officers to petition congress that as they have forbidden the sale of intoxicating drinks to Indians and in Alaska, forbid such sale in all islands that have come or may come temporarily or permanently under our control.

We also direct our officers to petition the Wisconsin W. C. T. U. to restore its Sabbath Observance Department, temporarily suspended at the last state convention.

Resolved, That we also direct our Registrar, in behalf of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin, to petition congress to pass the following bills already presented:

1 The bill to forbid the sale of alchoholic drinks in military canteens and immigrant stations.

2 The bill to prohibit the transmission by mail, or interstate commerce, of pictures and descriptions of prize fights. 3 The Hoar bill for forbidding kinetescope reproductions of prize fights in the District of Columbia and the Territories, and the interstate transmissions of such shows.

4 The bill doubling the penalty for seduction in the District of Columbia.

5 To prohibit the transmission of gambling bets and gambling news by telegraph.




ON CREDENTIALS FOR THE MINISTRY.

Resolved, That we reaffirm the emphasis which the Congregational churches from the beginning have laid upon the importance of a thoroughly educated and trained ministry.

Resolved, That we urge all young men who desire to enter the ministry to spare no sacrifice in order to obtain that full intellectual culture and discipline which the increasing mental activity of the age, the complexity of its problems, and the competition of its material interests make the imperative demand of the hour upon him who would have large success in leading the world to God.

Resolved, That we urge all brethren in our state, who may be called upon to decide as to the ordination of young men, to consider carefully not only the moral and spiritual qualifications of the condidates, but also their mental fitness, their scholarly attainments and doctrinal knowledge, regarding not so much the seeming pressure of personal feelings and temporary expediency, as the larger interests of the kingdom of Christ, and the honor and the standing of the Congregaional ministry.

Resolved. That the State Registrar be instructed to send a copy of these resolutions at once to each district Registrar, with the request that the matter be urged upon the attention of all the district conventions at their coming meetings.




ON INFORMATION COMMIttee.




In response to the report of a special committee, appointed last year, the followin portion of the resolutions committed to them was adopted:

Resolved, That while we disclaim any semblance of encour ing any principle of authority or dictation in our Congregational body, we nevertheless advise the appointment, by the Convention, of five representative and judicious men, one of whom shall be the President of our Home Missionary Society, and two of them laymen, with not more than one in the same convention, to be called a COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION, to be added to our Standing Committees. with the understanding that but one of its members shall require annual substitution. To this committee, severally or as a whole, as thus fully announced and a credited, it shall be understood that any church in need of pastoral supply or settlement, may ask advice or aid, at its own free will, and receive their wisest suggestions: or any minister, desirous of temporary or permanent employment or change of work, may apply to them at his option, and receive such aid as they may be able to render.

It shall be within the province of this committee to inyestigate situations and to examine credentials as far as they may deem it wise or necessary, but it shall be understood that they have no authority whatever over churches or ministers.

The committee, as appointed. will be found elsewhere. Similar provisions have been adopted in Illinois and various other states, and seem increasingly popular; hence the experiment in Wisconsin.

The following suggestion was made last year as an appendix practical, but was left unadopted:

"The expenditure for necessary correspondence or travel on the part of this committee shall be met by a slight percentage estimated upon the financial ability of the persons or churches served, and audited by the convention." Something of this sort would seem quite apropos.

ENDEAVOR AND NORTH WISCONSIN ACADEMIES.

Resolved, by the Wisconsin Congregational Convention, That we are grateful to our Committee on Endeavor Academy, to Brothers Clifton, Cheney and Whitehead, and all others who have co-operated with them,[for their wise and painstaking efforts to save that valuable institution, and still more thank ful that God has so wonderfully crowned their efforts with such success.

We therefore congratulate the present trustees on the wide door now opened before them, and urge them at once to secure the strongest available man to be the Principal of the Academy and to prosecute the work of the school with all vigor.

We also recommend the endorsement of and co-operation with Endeavor Academy by all our pastors and churches, especially those in the region tributary to Endeavor.

Resolved, That we also present the special thanks of the Congregational Churches of Wisconsin, to Rev. Theodore Clifton, and the Congregational Education Society of which he is Secretary, for the remarkable work that he has done in helping North Wisconsin Academy to rid itself of its debt of $18,600 that had threatened its ruin.

We congratulate the trustees and teachers of that academy and the residents of that portion of the State on the splendid educational opportunity thus afforded them; and we exhort them all to improve this opportunity by rallying to make this school in all its future worthy of the gallant struggles that have been crowned with such success.

In addition to the enthusiastic vote of thanks to Rev. Theodore Clifton, Western Secretary of the Education Society, already passed by the convention, for the great and efficient work he has done for our Wisconsin academies: We earnestly recommend that the pastors and churches of Wisconsin express their appreciation of the Western Secretary's services, and that of the Education Society, by placing chis great cause upon the list of their benevole ces each year.









A Promising Opening.




FROM THE FIELD. DIST. MISSIONARY F. N. DEXTER. Somewhat over a year ago, I was told that between Grand Rapids and Marshfield, in a region which is rapidly being settled, there was no English religious service held. I determined as soon as I could find the time to make a visit of investigation.

Last June Bro. Brown of Union Grove having a parishioner in that region, wrote Secretary Carter, asking if something could be done for Vesper, a little village about midway between the two cities. In Brother Carter's absence Brother Macumber wrote me suggesting that I visit Vesper. I went there and found the little village passing through the change that comes to most North Wisconsin towns, viz., from a lumber town to a little farming community. The big mill had been either burned down or moved away. The old pine slashings in the vicinity were being transformed into small farms. A goodly number of permanent settlers were moving into the neighborhood. Surely they need the help of the churches in starting religious services!

I saw a Sunday School should be started at once and wrote




dover writes ably and suggestively on The Newer Education and the Ministry. Prof. W. R. Harper shows the writings of Amos, arranged strophically. Chicago University Press.
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We are glad to welcome to our table THE NORTHWEstern CONGREGATIONALIST, with the cordial face of Supt. Maille on its front. It is a well edited paper with about the space of Our Church Life. Our Minnesota brethre pay 50 cents a year for it, while the Nebraska Congregational News, a much smaller sheet of similar purport circulates largely in Nebraska at 75 cents a year. Is not Our Church Life too cheap (in price not form or contents) and do our Wisconsin Congregationalists fully appreciate its worth? This number of the N. W. Congregationalist has a broad-side on The Fall Campaign in Pulpit and Parish.




OTHER EXCHANGES.




CURRENT HISTORY, New England Publishing Co., Boston; PUBLIC LIBRARIES, Chicago; THE CHURCH UNION, New York; THE ROUND TABLE, Beloit; THE COLLEGE DAYS, Ripon; THE PLYMOUTH PROVOKER, Elroy; The Helping HAND, Ashland; CUT CEMS, Troy, N. Y., etc., etc.




CIETY.




our good Brother Haun. He came on immediately and WISCONSIN HOME MISSIONARY SOorganized a fine Sunday School. (This shows how the Sunday School society helps in our work.) I visited Pastor Martin, of Pittsville, and he volunteered to go that 12 miles every Sunday (without money, without price) for the love of the gospel,




an he has been holding services there ever since. A Y. P. S. C. E. has been organized, and notices are out that Brother Haun and the writer are to join forces and hold a series of meetings from Oct. 16th, on for several days, with a view to organizing a church.

By the way, its not a small Sunday's work for Brother Martin to preach in Pittsville in the forenoon, travel to Vesper for an afternoon service, and then back to hold another service in Pittsville at night. I'm ashamed to tell how small this devoted Missionary's salary is, but I will say this: If any good brother or sister, or any Y. P. S. C. E. wants to help a worthy Missionary, just send him any sum from 25 cents up, to help him finish paying for the repairs on the parsonage, which he has undertaken at his own charges. About $40 will clean up the debt, and free Bro. Martin from the obligation.

I will add just a word to all the churches. If you want to see this good work go on, please keep in mind that growth means expense, and do all in your power to raise your Quota of $1.00 per rtsident member for the next year.




Books and Exchanges.




THE HYMNAL. For the Use of Congregational Churches, Issued by the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society. Boston and Chicago. Net Prices for Introduction, Cloth $1, Half Leather, $1.35, Full Leather, Gilt, $2.

This new and admirable hymn and tune book has now been before the public long enough to receive a most gratifying popular verdict. It is both a harbinger and an expression of the coming Christian unity that the same book can come forth fully endorsed and commended by the publishing boards of two great Christian bodies like the Congregational and Presbyterian.

More than that, it is probably the most satisfactory, economical and usable book for public worship now in the market. Drs. Benson and Gilchrist have proven masters of their art. By its new method hymns and not tunes have the right of way, yet it is marvelously rich in the best tunes, new and old, while its range covers most usable hymns ancient and modern, and nothing is left to be desired in the way of indexes and topic lists. Dr. Duryea's Scripture selections are the work of a master hand, and happily adopt the revised version and the responsive hints of the Hebrew parallels. One could wish them more voluminous, especially the selections outside the Psalms. If you want a new hymn book send at once for a specimen.




Mr.




RICHARD WAGNER AS HE WAS.-The widow of Richard Wagnsr some time ago authorized her husband's lifelong friend, Houston Stewart Chamberlain, to write, with her assistance, two articles on "The Personal Side of Richard Wagner." Chamberlain uddertook the work, and the The Ladies Home journal secured the material. The articles are singularly valuable in that they give a complete picture of the man in his home and daily life, and contain much new matter, while many of the illustrations and portraits have never been printed. There will be two articles, "His Personal Side" and "How He Wrote His Operas," and the first one will appear in the October number of the magazine.-The first portrait taken of Mary E. Wilkins which she has ever liked will be printed in the October Ladies Home Journal. There will be nine of them, and they will show the famous New England story-teller at home and with her friends around her.-The Ladies Home Journal,




Philadelphia.




THE BIBLICAL WORLD for September has a frontispiece cut of the "Jerusalem Chamber," Westminster Abbey. Rev, Geo. H. Gilbert contributes a valuable article on The Apostles' Creed and the Teaching of Jesus. Prof. Shailer Mathews makes Elijah's Country very real. Prof. W. J, Tucker, of An




Self-Support For The Entire State, or Wisconsin's Forward Movement.









An immediate and decided advance movement in Wisconin's Home Missions was unacimously voted by both sections of the State at the annual meeting in Sparta Sept. 21 and 22, 1898.

Hearty and unanimous endorsement by the Convention as such was given to the proposed effort to secure the signature of every pastor in the State to the pledge, to endeavor to secure SOMETHING from every member of church and congregation, with a sum total, if possible, from congregation, Woman's Society, Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor, of as many dollars as there are resident church members in each




case.




All pastors present at the time of the circulation signed the pledge, a copy of which is hereto appen 'ed. The Secretary was requested to circulate the pledge immediately for the signature of all pastors, who have not yet signed it. If your name was appended at the convention, retain the accompanying pledge for reference. If not, please sign at once, detach, and return to the undersigned at Beloit. Entire self-support for Wisconsin at the earliest practicable moment was voted unanimously.

Report of progress is to be made in the next March issue of Our Church Life, and if the returns justify the step, the Board is instructed to take steps for the Wisconsin Society to assume. support of the entire State at once, relieving the Congregational Home Missionary Society of all further aid for North Wisconsin after April 1, 1899. For further particulars, see Our Church Life. For the Board, HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary W. H. M. S.




October, 1898.




PLEDGE FORM.--Sign, detach, and forward at once to Secretary H. W. Carter, Beloit.




१




Pursuant to resolutions adopted by the Wisconsin Congregational Convention, Sept. 22 1898, I, the undersigned, pledge to said Society and my brethren therein, that I will myself or by some agent endeavor, by personal application, to secure from every member of the church and congregation I have in charge, a subscription this year for the support of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society, and to secure subscriptions, if possible, to a total amount equalling at least as many dollars as there are resident church members, and to report the result to the Secretary at the earliest practicable date. Signed...........
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What Does it Signify!?

"Going to church don't make a saint of a man, nor will neglecting church damn him." Very possibly not, neither will attending church damn you, nor staying away from church make a saint of you.

But, soberly, if you are in the habit of neglecting church attendance while you could easily attend, it does signify something, more perhaps than you have thought.

You have a soul to save, an immortal destiny to determine. This personal life of yours you are neglecting as if it were of no value. Worship with God's people would give your poor soul a chance, would afford many an inspiration. Along with your neglect of church goes an increasing neglect of that spiritual life. Poor man! Why are there some things you do not like to think about?

Neglecting the church you practically say to unbelievers, to the profligate, to the rascally, to those who mock at faith and virtue and Christ: "You are all right. We agree with you substantially." You did not intend to be so understood did you?

Neglecting the church you say to your children: 'I don't take much stock in this religious nonsense. It will do all right for your mother but-" Don't they do a little thinking?

Ignoring the church services you give the minister to understand that in your opinion, while he may be a very good fellow, he is wasting his breath. He has nothing to say that interests you, a practical, rational man! And yet he imagines that he has an urgent message worthy your profoundest consideration. However he does not want you to come one step out of mere consideration for his feelings. If he seems to you to talk foolishness and words, you do right in keeping out of his reach.

Ignoring the church services the Christian worshiper may easily imagine you looking on and thinking within yourself: "What nonsense! What humbuggery! Soft at the center! Wheels in the head!" Of course you
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We hope you have read these blunt words. We hope they may provoke you to thought and a reform. We know that you would not for a great deal have your careless habit of neglect of church attendance interpreted in any such way. You have for a long time intended to do better Possibly these reflections may help to crystalize that purpose into action, as a jar will sometimes set the chemist's colorless fluid to rapid crystallization.-Plymouth Provoker.

Whenever You Want Books.

We are glad to give space to the follow ing letter from our Publishing House. The stock of books on exhibition at Sparta was large fresh and admirably selected. Our Church Life heartily commends to its readers the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society as a most reliable, prompt and economical, as well as natural agency for the purchase of all classes of books:

Chicago, Sept. 28, 1898. EDITOR OUR CHURCH LIFE,




Menasha Wis.




DEAR SIR: We take this opportunity of thanking you for the very liberal patronage given us while at your State Association at Sparta. Our object in going to these meetings is not principalpally to sell goods, but to meet you in person, and to show you that your own Cong' Bookstore is replete with all the standard and late books in Theology, and in fact in all departments of Litera




ture.




As the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society, we naturally. look to the Congregationalists for our support. This alone would be a poor reason for hoping to get all of your trade, but our relations with the different Publishers throughout the country is such we are in a position to supply you with anything in the book line at as low, if not often lower prices than other houses. The more business we get the better shall we he prepared to offer you your goods at the lowest possible price.

As you are aware the profits of the business, after paying running expenses, are turned over to the Missionary Department, and if you were fortunate to hear Mr. Haun's able address on that department, you well know how wortny is the cause.

If you continue to send us your orders, we will give them our careful and prompt attention, and if at any time you visit the City we will be only too glad to offer you every courtesy and attention. Again thanking you, and awaiting your further esteemed orders, we are Yours respectively, CONG 'L S. S. & PUB. Soc. 175 Wabash Av. E. HERRICK BROWN, Agt.
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er 250,000 Sold

The First Twelve Months.
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Ordination at Retreat.

Mr. J. Wesley Holway was ordained to the Christian Ministry at Retreat Sterling, Sept. 7 by the Sterling church, assisted by council, of which Rev. Wm. Haughton, for many years pastor, was moderator, and Rev. L. B. Nobis, scribe. After the examination, the council unanimously voted to ordain Mr. Holway. The candidate has taken the full High School and College course, and is a graduate of Oberlin Seminary '98, hold ing the degrees of Ph.B. and B.D.

After a recess and a very dainty sup per, served in the church, by the ladies of the church, the evening service was opened by a sermon by Rev. Johnathan G. Smith, A. M., of Tomah, from Rey. V', on Christ as the Lion and the Lamb of the universe.

Rev. John Holway, A.M., of St Loui the father of the pastor, then follo with the ordaining prayer. Rev. 1 Haughton gave the right hand of fell ship, Mr. Rawson, of Manning, ga the charge to the people and the ne ordained pastor, closed with the bene tion. The Retreat and neighboring churches fecl newly cheered on to their work by this exhibition of churchly brotherhood, and the visiting pastors gratified, one of the gray haired pastors remarking: "This is the best ordination service we've had."









Wilwaukee-Downer College.




MILWAUKEE,




WIS.




Full Four Year College Courses leading to the degrees B. A. and B. S. and B. L.




Full Four Year Preparatory Courses, which are accredited by the University of Wisconsin, Beloit College, and all colleges to which students from them have ever applied.




Native Teachers of German and French.




Excellent facilities for Music and Art.




Terms, for Board and Tuition, per year, $300.




For further information address




MISS E. C. SABIN,




President.




MILWAUKEE, WIS




Faultless Netting Investors 6 and Loans... 7 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. We have had




25 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage.




lowa and Missouri Farm




Loans.




We do business in localities where we have personal knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in amount from $200 up, are usually for a term of 5 years, interest semiannual, remitted without cost to lender in New York or Chicago exchange.

Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving full particulars of improvements, valnation, etc.




Address,




Darrow Investment Co..




Corning, lowa.




We are pleased to refer, by permission, to Rev. Mr. Kidder, of Our Church Life.




THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close relation to its spirit and work. It will make a specialty of fitting young men to enter the Beloit courses, or those of any other first-class college,

ROCHESTER, WIS., Offers three parallel courses of study. with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship, will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal.
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most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin..

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




[image: [merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small][graphic][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors]]







[image: [ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small]]


OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Visions of a Citizen.

Many will be gratified that the publishers make it possible for us to give the foll. wing special offer to subscribers for Our Church Life, of this suggestive and helpful collection, in different classes, of excerpts from the writings of Prof. J. J Blaisdell.

Visions of a Citizen, and an additional year's subscription to Our Church Life, postpaid, $1.25.

The Same to Home Missionaries, and other special cases, .85.

Send orders, with cash, to Secretary H. W. Carter Beloit.




[image: [graphic]]


[image: [blocks in formation]]


[image: [blocks in formation]]









VOL. 5.




MENASHA, NOVEMBER, 1898.




Wisconsin and the World Kingdom.




NO. 1.




World King- chairmanship of the committee with his earnest activity to secure pledges in large annual amounts for five years from individuals of means, is one of the hopeful elements in our Home Missionary advance movement.




Sometimes that couplet of Shakespeare,

"The evil that men do lives after them

The good is oft interred with their bones,"

is quite reversed, since Protestant Christendom sings today, with jubilant unction, the hymns of




Fredrick W. Faber:

"O gift of gifts, O grace of Faith," 
"My God, how wonderful thou art," 
"I worship thee sweet will of God," 
"Dear Jesus, ever at my side," 
"O Paradise, O Paradise,' 


"Hark, hark, my soul, angelic songs are swelling," and 
"Sweet Savior, bless us ere we go,' 


happily oblivious, meanwhile, that Faber declared while still a clergyman of the church of England, "My whole life, God willing, shall be one crusade against the detestable and diabolical heresy of protestantism!"




*




A railroad through Abraham's country would be a startling consummation indeed. It may come to be, if the dogging anarchists shall have given Emperor Wilhelm adequate chance to hobnob with the Sultan. When the through train locomotives from Constantinople to the Persian gulf wake the Caesarean echoes beside Mt. Argeus with their whistles, stop for cold lunch in Padan Aram, rush by the ruins of Nineveh and Babylon and land passengers in Ur of the Chaldees, it will mean much for the German Empire and for Europe, but far more for Christian missions in the Ottoman Empire, and, please God, more swiftly numbering days toward the end of Turkish misrule.




*




With the advent of Indian Summer the International Evangel has officially discovered that the American delegation to the World's Sunday school Convention in London last July actually did sail over in seven ships, of which the Catalonia, of Boston, was but one. It has also found out that Wisconsin's delegation was larger than that of any other state but one, and should have had more seemly recognition in London. By way of atonement, possibly, for its previous sad case of strabismus, it presents, on its front page, the smiling and expansive face of our honored President Matthews of the Wisconsin State Sunday School Association.

This reminds us to call the careful attention of Sunday schools in our churches to the splended feast promised at the coming State Convention in Milwaukee. See notice in another column.




*




The benevolent face of Mr. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, will be a pleasant sight to the multitudes who have known of his generous interest in Home and Foreign Missions, and the long list of his other missionary and public benefactions. His




* *




The latest number of the Wisconsin Journal of Education gives a revised list of the High school teaching forces in Wisconsin, which shows that, among our High school principals and associates, the University places 178. All Normal schools, (in the state and outside) 192; Lawrence University, 16; Beloit College, 11; Oberlin College, 7; Ripon College, 3; Smith College, 3; Olivet College, 2; Mount Holyoke College, 2; Amherst College, 2, Milton College 2. 106 of our free High schools are accredited for one or more courses by the State University.
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Wisconsin's products are known and potential beyond Wisconsin. The writer called this summer on Dr. Henry Burton, of Seacombe, near Liverpool, Eng., living in an exquisite and typically English manse. Mr. Burton was an early graduate of Beloit College. Of him and his work

a rccent Round Table says:

In speaking of his personal qualifications, the Wallasey Chronicle says: "The secret of Mr. Burton's power is his intellectual fervour and sincerity. Wide experience and a generous disposition have shown him the vast area of possibility in the religious field." The following sketch of his work since he returned to England, as given in the Chronicle,may be of interest to our readers: Chatteris, 11⁄2 years; Newcastle-on-Tyne, 4 years; London (Great Queen street,) 3 years; Bolton, 3 years; Manningham, 3 years; Cardiff, 3 years; (London Ealing and Acton,) 3 years; Seacombe, 7 years. He has contributed to Chambers' Journal, Sunday at Home, Sunday Magazine, Good Words and the Expositor. Besides a biographical sketch entitled "Alice, or the Early Crown," Mr. Burton has published a volume of poems, which has been most favorably received. He also contributed the volume of "St. Luke" to "The Expositors Bible," and two years ago published his latest work, "Gleanings in the Gospels." He has held the position of Education Secretary for three years in the Bolton district, and for a similar term in the Halifax and Bradford district. He is at present examiner in theology for Didsbury College."









EDITORIAL




The Congregationalists and the

State University.




In the Atlantic Monthly for December, 1897, appeared an articie, by Francis W. Kelsey, on the State Universities and the Church Colleges, which has attracted wide notice. Attention is first called to the remarkable "growth of the State Universities, especially in the West and South, within recent years." "The number of students in eight representative Western State Universities, those of California, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska and Wisconsin in 1885 was 4,230; in 1895 it was 13,500. This was an increase of more than three-fold." Other interesting points are made as to the improbability of the causes which have produced this growth becoming inoperative, and it is also shown that a large percentage of these students are church members or adherents, and therefore those, being of the household of the faith, in whom the churches must feel the deepest interest. But for the purposes of this editorial it is enough simply to know that the young men and young women of our Western states are gathering in increasingly large numbers, and are receiving life impressions at the State Universities, and that among these is the University of Wisconsin.

One way to take the measure of the vitality of a religion is to note how quick it is to apprehend an opportunity. Christianity has prevailed through the centuries not only because it is true but because it has been alive with an eagerness of life which has been continually pushing itself into hearts and institutions wherever an opening offered. There is no debate as to whether or not this gathering together of large numbers of young men and young women in the State University is an opportunity to Christianity. They are there because they have the spirit which seeks for light and power, they are there to fit themselves for the places of influence which they are afterwards sure to occupy, a large majority of them are from Christian homes and not predisposed against religion, and above all they are there; to be influenced, impressed, moulded in one way or another.

When the young men of the land were gathered into regiments and collected in camps in the south, the recognition of an especial opportunity to religion was instant. Speakers were employed, tents were erected, literature was circulated, interest and prayer were urgently asked from the churches, that American Christianity might prove itself immediately equal to the duty of the occasion. But for the purposes of a religion which seeks to get a permanent hold upon American civilization, and influence the deeper currents of its life, there was not a tithe of the opportunity in those transient gatherings in the South that there is in the State Universities.

We may all agree that the best way in which an institution can teach and impart religion is by its




atmosphere. This is not a vague but a very definite quality which a school, as a man, either has or has not. It is formed by a deep respect for the fundamentals of religion and by the loyal living of the Christian life on the part of those whose thought and life are the dominating influences in giving an institution its character. That high sense of the dignity of manhood and womanhood, that simple trust in God, that loyalty to the eternal truth and love which many a young person has inhaled into his spirit as he studied and grew in an institution whose atmosphere was created by the life and character of such a man as Prof. Blaisdell, of Beloit; those are unquestionably the best things that a school can give to a life, and that is unquestionably the best way to give them.

But the fact that this atmosphere, owing to the stress of the intellectual life, does not exist at many State Universities, by no means releases Christian people from the obligation of seeking in any other available ways to promote the religious welfare of the students. And what are the available ways in the University of Wisconsin? There are two to be particularly noted. First, the erection of a building for the Young Men's Christian Association. This would serve as a valuable center for various kinds of Christian work. It would have the merit of being undenominational and therefore in harmony with the catholic spirit of the University. It would offer to young men a religious shelter, a place where their religious sentiments would be at home and where they would feel themselves supported and encouraged in their Christian convictions, as they might not feel in the class-room or in the general life of the University. But this establishment of the Y. M. C. A. would not be all that needs to be done. The life of the University is primarily intellectual. That of the Y. M. C. A. is not. This would need, therefore, to be supplemented by some other effort. Perhaps there could be no better way than to place a Congregational missionary at the University whose duty would be to live the Christian life and exert a Christian influence among the students. Only it would be best not to call him a missionary. He would need to be a man of high character and ability, both social and intellectual. In addition to friendly and pastoral work among the students he might organize clubs or circles for the study of religious or other subjects. If he were a man of power he would win his way and exert a splendid influence. It may be objected that he could not become a part of the University organization and must therefore remain a sort of unaccredited outsider. But it can be replied that the apostles were not an organic part of the Roman Empire and yet they made their mark upon it, and it has happened often since that an institntion has been influenced by a power outside itself. But there can be no real question but that if the right man were placed by the Congregational Churches at the State University in some such capacity as this he could do much that needs to be done. Any such effort as this on the part of the Congregationalists of the state would imply no disloyalty









to our denominational colleges. It would not imply that we recede in any degree from the position that the best education is not that which merely increases knowledge but is that which braces respect for highest moral principle, develops the spiritual nature and links a life with the Eternal.

If the funds which are available for educational and missionary work in the state are limited they might well be withdrawn from other less strategic points. This, however, ought not to be necessary. Congregationalism ought to be equal to the assuming of one more obligation in so vital a




matter.




It would seem that some effort toward giving "the vitalizing touch of spiritual forces" to our State University is absolutely necessary if we would be true to the best light of our day.

The Christian religion is no longer regarded as a plan to save a few, but as a force to dominate a world civilization. Our effort must not be to do a little work of our own but to touch the springs of life. Our field is the world. We are not first to defend a tradition, but first to influence life; and indeed there is no better way for us to defend, to prove, the loftiness of our traditions, than by showing that they make us swift to see and swift to use an opportunity to widely influence the life




of our state.




ROBERT C. DENISON.




Letter From India.

SOMETHING OF OUR WORK-THE BOYS.

In the humblest homes among the people here there are very few boys who can arrange to attend school. Should it be possible for them to do so, the first few standards (that is as far as the ordinary Grammar Schools) are usually the limit of their attainments. The average boy studies, even as far as this, at great protest on the part of his parents, who think of him principally as an additional bread winner.

A boy entering his teens is like capital in hand to be put to use; he can pasture cattle, he can tend goats or sheep, he can gather fuel or grass, he can hire out to weed gardens or watch the standing grain, he can drive the oxen at the plough or at the well, he can carry dinners to the men in the field and run errands; what higher vocation does he want? To spend his days in school-a strong healthy growing boy of twelve or fifteenis time thrown away; his earnings are all lost. Some one else must turn about and feed and clothe him while he leisurely sits in school and reads and spells and figures. Why should he study? His forefathers never did, as far back as tradition tells; what great exception is he in the line of descendants? Will he by dint of knowing a few letters and figures be some one great? Let him stay at home and work, we worked for him, while he could not, now that he can, let him turn in and help us. This is about the way the average parent or other relative views the possibilities of the boys in their families.

Now if a way can be provided for such boys to attend school and to continue in their studies through what is called an ordinary school course, it is a great boon to him. Fortunately; if such provision can be made, the parents seldom make very serious objections. They may regret the loss of his earnings, but his schooling is no dead weight




of expense to them, and it gives him many opportunities which the parents themselves have not had. So they consent to the boys going to school. To get these boys into a Christian School, means to separate them from their heathen surroundings and bring them under direct Christian influences; it means to find the way into their very homes. This is accomplishing much,-the boys and their families come under the influence of the Christian teacher. It gives the boys knowledge and light, it starts their thoughts, it furnishes them with better objects in which to become interested, The boys begin to make comparisons between the new things they see and hear and the old, they involuntarily begin making choices, they begin having higher ideals, higher hopes, higher purposes, and begin striving to attain to the attractive life which they see before them. As the boys progress, the parents slowly become interested in what their children are doing. They hear things repeated when the boys come home which sound new, they hear them read, they hear echoes of religious truth which the boys have been taught, they hear Christian hymns, Bible stories and verses; the Christian teachers and the schools therefore are not only sowing the seed in the pupils' hearts and within the walls of the school house, but through the pupils they scatter the truth of the Christian faith in many homes. No one can tell where the work of the Christian school may not extend its influence. If a boy is especially promising in his studies he is transferred into one of the advanced schools and the way is open to him for a high school or normal school course and a life of useful service in his country, as a trained teacher, preacher, or government servant. Many instances could be cited of boys taken from very ordinary homes and degrading surroundings, who, after thorough school and religious training, rose to hold high positions as religious leaders in large communities, both in Christian service and in Government employ. During the last plague operatio is in this very city the civil officer at the head of the management expressly asked for Christian young men to be employed as superintendents of search parties. He gave it as his testimony tha: aside from them he had not one reliable man in a hundred. A Christian pastor, who holds a very prominent place in the populous city of Bombay, was once a Hindu lad of low caste in a far off village, considered by his parents not worth caring for. Through the process of training which our mission is able to provide, beginning with the primary village schools gathered under a tree or in a small hut, up to the theological class in the seminary in this city, he rose to the position which he now commands. To work for these boys is one of the most attractive and fruitful features of all our effort. The one drawback is the lack of means to provide for such education and training. It has been gratifying to me personally to receive from friends in America a few donations the past two or three years especially for such work. One hundred and fifty dollars will give a boy ten years schooling and prepare him for the sort of service above referred to. This seems like a very small sum when we think of the cost of ten years school life for the American boy. I remember young men in Michigan University telling me that they were allowed 500 dollars a year by the parents as mere spending money, which had nothing to do with their necessary expenses. Probably there are other institutions throughout our land where even more is easily spent, for that is not a very high figure after all. Taking the boys of this country into our schools is one of the best ways I know of for the uplifting of the ignorant and indolent masses of India. H. G. BISSELL.
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Church News Reviews and Exchanges-REV. S. T. KID- 
    DER, Ripon. 


C. S. S. and P. S.-REV. GEORGE C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 


Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E.,

Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology and

Sabbath observance.




In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committee in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1898.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., before the first of each month for the current issue, or risk postponement.

Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on application to SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit.




Entered as Second Class Matter at Menasha, Wisconsin.




Editorial Briefs.

"When thou has thanked thy God

For every Blessing sent,

What time will then remain

For murmurs or lament?"

R. C. French, in Cut Gems.




"To have struck one blow for truth, in the daily fight with lies,

To have done one deed of right, in the face of calumnies, To have sown, in the souls of men, one thought that will not die,

To have been a link in a chain of life, shall be immortality."Rev. Edwin Hatch, in Cut Gems.




CHANGES.




The new plans for OUR CHURCH LIFE, during 1898-9, retain Rev. S. T. Kidder, Ripon, as editor in chief, with the Breeze Printing Company, Menasha, as printers.

This involves the pledge on our part to have all contributed matter except current church news.or personal notices, at Ripon, on or before the 30th, of the month preceding date of issue. Brief items of church news, or personal notes, can be received at Ripon not later than the 3d day of the month of issue. That is, such items should reach Ripon, not start for it, on the dates indicated.

Such care on the part of our contributors will enable us to meet the current and reasonable demand, throughout the state, that Our Church Life should appear before, instead of after the middle of the month of issue, which is otherwise impossible under the present contract.




Observe that RIPON, not Beloit or Menasha, is the proper destination of all matters designed for publication; but that all subscriptions, advertitements, revisions of mailing lists, or other business items should be addressed, as heretofore, to Our Church Life, BELOIT. The impersonal address "Our Church Life" is sufficient at either post office. To save expense and expedite publication, arrangements are made to have the paper mailed hereafter from Menasha immediately from the press.

See "Business Corner," above, for revised plans as to contributing editors and heads of depart




ments.




Give us your help on every hand and a renewed and enlarged subscription list, and your committee and printer agree to have the paper on time, improved in quality and clear of deficits.




The president of the H. M. Society, Dr. Leavitt, members of the executive committee, and others have volunteered to donate a certain number of Sabbaths to the presentation of the Home Missionary cause in other pulpits than their own. Those who would be glad of a new voice on the subject, lay or clerical, will please communicate their desire to the Beloit office as early as practicable, that satisfactory arrangements may be made.




Rev. Dr. John Faville's address at Sparta, on The College and the Saloon, is worth just as broad a circulation as can be given it. It touches the heart of the whole temperance problem, as well as the safety of our college young men. Send to Rev. H. A.Miner at once for copies to distribute among yourpeople. Cost about 2 cents per copy.




The Thanksgiving time is close at hand, and Forefather's Day and Christmas will follow swiftly. There is no Congregational church in Wisconsin which will not enjoy these anniversaries better in knowing that Our Church and Parsonage Building Society has a fresh gift of love from their hands to administer before the chill of winter comes. The need is great, and distress will not be small if we fail to fulfill our trust.




Our Minnesota brothers and sisters are reasonably jubilant over the recent election of the first lady corporate member of the American Board. The N. W. Congregationalist says:

"The women of the Minnesota branch are rejoicing in the new honor which has come to their beloved president, Miss Margaret J. Evans, in her appointment as a corporate member of the American board. This is the first time that the American board has thrown open its membership to a woman and the women of this state are to be particularly congratulated that their representa, tive is the first to be so honored."









Rev. Julian H. Dixon.

Rev. Julian H. Dixon, for the past four years pastor of the Viroqua, Wisconsin, Congregational church, fell asleep in Jesus, at Beloit, Wisconsin, Thursday evening, October 20.

Failing health led him to close his Viroqua pastorate July 1, and remove with his family to Beloit, where his oldest daughter had just become one of the first lady graduates of her father's Alma Mater. For nearly a year his work had been done in great feebleness, in part resulting from a cold contracted upon a characteristic missionary ride of several miles into the neighboring Kickapoo valley, to assist a young church in its communion service.

For some weeks his work was directed from a sick bed with characteristic conscientiousness and minuteness, his care extending to the fine church edifice which was completed during the time; and to the plan for union revival services, in which he shared in the opening of the new year. His nervous energy, and intense earnestness overeame obstacles that would have thwarted many.

"In the Cross of Christ I Glory", and "Rock of Ages", were favorite hymns, the latter sung for him frequently during the last days, and both emphasizing his supreme desire to exemplify a favorite text, viz: "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." His patience under intense suffering, his joyful matterof-fact preparation for the expected transition, and his quiet going to sleep in the confidence of a glorious Christian faith, all marked him as one 'dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, and abiding under the shadow of the Almighty".

Mr. Dixon was born near Cincinnati, Ohio, March 30, 1845, while his father, Rev. Alvin M. Dixon, who was the founder of Platteville, Wis., Academy, which was afterwards merged into the first Normal school of the state, was a student in Lane Theological Seminary in Cincinnati.

He was graduated from Beloit College, with the class of 1867, and from the Chicago Theological Seminary in 1871. His first pastorate was at Brandon and Springvale, Wisconsin, where he was ordained to the Gospel ministry, Sept. 6, 1871. His pastorates were in Wisconsin and northern Illinois, with one short pastorate in South Dakota.

His marriage to Miss Esther A. Reese, of Chicago, who survives him, occurred May 23, 1872, Their children are: Will R., of Beloit College, class of 1896, and of the present senior class of Chicago Seminary; Martha S., of Beloit college, class of 1898, an assistant teacher in the Evansville High school; E. Carol, a teacher in the Beloit public schools; Laura E., a senior in the Beloit High school.

The funeral service was conducted at the Beloit residence, Saturday p. m., by his intimate friend, Secretary Homer W. Carter, assisted by his pastor, Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., and his former instructor, Prof. Wm. Porter. Representatives of the college faculty, his college class, and the city pastors, with other friends served as pall bearers. The closing service was made fragrant with beautiful floral tributes, including a cross from the Viroqua church, and a heart from Viroqua friends.

The brief home service sought to heed his charge: "don't eulogize me, but magnify Christ," while using his permission "to speak briefly of anything that might be helpful to others." Under the first sunshine for many days, his wasted form was laid away in the Beloit cemetery to await the glorious resurrection, while he abides forever with the Lord.




C.




The Watchword for the Congregational Churches of Wisconsin.

Our churches have a great work in many departments. This year one work takes the foremost place, and gives us our watchword, which ought to be on the lip of every pastor, and every church member: "Self support from this time forward for our Home Mission work in Wisconsin, North Wisconsin, South Wisconsin, the undivided State." It was voted, at the recent convention in Sparta, that if a sufficient sum is raised, or pledged, by April next, our churches shall assume selfsupport of our Home Mission work in the entire State. Two points were made: "We can! We ought!" The response from every direction comes: "We ought. We can." How can this be done? We need nineteen thousand dollars, at least, for the entire state. We raised, last year, in the entire state, less than eight thousand dollars, in contributions of every kind. How can we raise twelve thousand dollars more? This is the practical question. Voting it, shouting "amen" will not raise it. This we all know. We have said it.

Two methods have been proposed:

1. That through a committee, of which Mr. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, is chairman, we undertake to get, from as large a number of persons as possible, pledges of sums from twenty five dollars a year upwards, for five years.

2. That a systematic effort be made to secure some offering from every member of our churches, and an average for each church, if possible, of at least a dollar a member.

The present article has reference, mainly, to this second proposal.

How can we secure a concerted effort that will reach, with measurable completeness, all the members of all our churches? The following are suggestions:

1. That as many as possible attend a mass meeting of pastors and laymen, for prayer and conference, upon this one subject, to be held on Thursday afternoon and evening, Dec. 1, in Madison. Such a meeting may have a great history. If means a great deal for busy men to attend such a meeting. It means a great deal for the church in Madison to entertain us. It does. And it is worth the sacrifice of time and money. The meeting is purposely fixed by the executive committee on Thursday afternoon and evening, with the thought that the subject of the prayer meetings in all our churches, on that date, in the absence of the pastors, on such a call, may be that God will bless our effort to make our Home Mission work self supporting.

2. That we, pastors, either make ourselves or through some other, or others, a careful presentation of this subject to our congregations at an early day.

3. That, at least a week before the collection, and in connection with the presentation, a personal letter be sent to every member of the church, with envelopes for offerings enclosed.

4. That, whatever the regular time of our Home Mission collection, we take a collection, without fail, at some time before March 1, 1899. Our churches must be fully canvassed by this date that we may know by April 1 the result of our effort. And may God bless the churches of Wisconsin, that we may say together, thoughtfully, prayerfully, with a new impulse of consecration: "We can. We ought. We will."




Beloit, October, 28.




GEORGE R, LEAVITT,
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The Young Ladies' Societies have reported $370.00. The announcement of the Loani Band of Janesville is unique, including with the list of officers The Great Commission and The Covenant. Subjects are those given in Mission Studies. From this Band over $140. were received this year,

From seventy C. E. Societies $530.00. Of which $30 are for special Bible Readers, $300 for Dr. Goddard's medical work, leaving $200 for the hospital building. But a number of pledges are yet to be paid. Let us plan larger things, and may the missing "nine" be heard from. ANNA B. SEWell.

At Token, a Thank-offering meeting was attended by about twenty five ladies, with visitors from Windsor. An excellent program included a report of the Sparta convention. Offerings, $18.00.

At Leeds the society was addressed by Miss Walker. Visitors were present from the Norwegian Lutheran society. The work of the Wee Folks Band was presented and two recruits enlisted, Harry Chipman and Margery Caldwell. The roll of subscribers to Mission Studies was considerably increased.

At Windsor, notwithstanding muddy roads and lowering skies, forty-five gathered, with visitors from Madison, Milton and Token. Miss Walker spoke, and Mrs Haswell reported the Sparta convention,

A feature of the Auxiliaries in this locality is the simple tea and the contribution of five cents by each of the ladies aside from the regular subscription. This constitutes a convenient Expense Fund. The Windsor society received $23.00 in this way last year.

October 16 Miss Walker spoke at the Token chapel in the afternoon, and addressed the Windsor Y. P. S. C. E. in the eveening.




An Auxillary in Every Church.

Why not? "Our church is too small and poor, we have all we can do to support ourselves." Let us see. What is the object of an Auxillary? First: To learn about missions and pray for them. Second: To contribute to their support.

Certainly it would be a blessing to the women of any church, however small and poor, to have a society for the first of these objects. The District Secretary will furnish the requisite literature at trifling cost, or free if necessary.

But one replies, "If our women were to interest themselves in and pray for missions they would soon be giving." Very well; let that be as the Lord shall lead.

Too often the above order is reversed, and the thought goes to money first. But that takes the grace out of every act. What would one think of the doctor who was more anxious for his fee than to cure his patient? Or the minister, lawyer, merchant, farmer, laborer, who put money first and cared little about his work? Ruskin says, "With all brave and rightly trained men work is first and fee second, very important always




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. but still second. So in the Lord's work let us keep the right
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MRS. A. T. STACY, Treasurer, 
  Emerson Hall, Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Since the Convention at Sparta Miss Walker and Miss Sewell have been visiting Societies within their reach.

Miss Maragret Evans, President of the Minnesota Branch, was elected a Corporate Member of the Am. Board at the recent meeting at Grand Rapids.

Are the boys and girls of your church receiving systematic instruction in world wide missions? If not, why not? I beseech you do not longer neglect the exalted privilege of training the children for workers in the cause for which the church stands. We earnestly solicit the aid of our ministers in securing a wider interest in the missionary education of the children, the ministers, missionaries and mission boards of the future. If the world is to be won for Christ we must train the workers. MRS. A. J. HUTTON.




order. Learn about missions and pray for them, and perhaps, the Lord will give us "two mites" to drop into his treasury.




In the midst of a vigorous young winter, which prevented many from being present at the meeting of the Beloit District Convention, those who were privileged to be present, met in the cosy prayer-meeting room of the pleasant church at Evansville, on the afternoon of Oct 26. Mrs. Olds presided. After a short season of prayer Mrs. Van Akin, of Janesville, read a paper written by Mrs. Loomis, of Windsor, for the State Convention at Sparta, on the importance of being present at the District meetings-a fine paper which has already been alluded to in the Oct. Church Life.

Brief addresses were made by several ladies present. Mrs. Hutton spoke of the Wee Band, of its growth and of the increasing interest it is awakening in the different churches. Miss Walker explained the object of the expense fund and the importance of its being considered by all the societies as an important part of their work to provide for. There are a good many societies where no such fund exists, and the money is greatly needed by the different secretaries to carry on the necessary work.

At the close of the meeting the ladies joined the convention proper in the church, for the woman's hour, which was led by Mrs. Olds in a responsive service, after which Mrs. Wilder, of Delavan, read a paper written by Mrs. Stacy, of Milwaukee, for the meeting at Sparta, on the need of Mission Studies being taken more generally by the women in our churches and the help it is in the work.

Miss Sewell made an earnest plea for Dr. Goddard and her work in Ingok China, which is the especial work of the Christian Endeavorers of Wisconsin.

Mrs. Hutton spoke for her beloved work, the forming of Wee Folks Bands.

Mrs. Short read a letter from Miss Luella Miner, one of our missionaries in the field.

The closing words by Miss Walker were earnest, thoughtful words, urging to greater consecration in the Master's work, MRS. J. A. CUNNINGHAM, Janesville, Wis,









November Reviews and Exchanges.

A pamphlet of 106 pages, by REV. E. J. ALDEN, presents "The Historical Statement of a Claim Against the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society". Voluminous correspondence is presented, but of a nature too intricately involved in counter statements for the average reader to follow. Since the claim measures but $2000, if justified, the utility of the expense of such a pamplet, in pushing it, may well be doubted.




CURRENT HISTORY. First Quarter, 1898, opens with a portrait and character sketch of Alphonse Daudet. It is very full and finely indexed on Current Topics for the quarter, such as The Cuban Question, China and the Powers, The Dreyfus Case, The Hawaiian Question, Currency Reform and The Klondike Gold Fields. In International Affairs, it ably treats The Behring Sea Dispute, Turkey, Greece and The Powers-incidentaly The Assassination of King George and American claims against Turkey-The Tariff and Reciprocity, The Partition of Africa, etc. Under the head of American Affairs it discussses U. S. Politics, The 55th Congress Beet Sugar and the National Bank System, Public Accounts, Tribal Sovervignity of the Indians, The Navy, Labor Interests, Sporting, College Aquatics etc, Its treatment of Current Events in America, Europe, Asia and Africa, is comprehensive and admirable, and its accounts of recent matters in Science, Art, Music and the Drama, Archaoelogy, Religion, Sociology etc. etc., are full and interesting.

In short, Current History is the only encyclopedic journal which comes forth quarterly and in close proximity to the events described, and includes every event of importance in current life in a world wide view. It is fully illustrated, wonderfully condensed, impartial and judicious. It tells just what one wants to know, and is so indexed as to be most facile of reference. No literary man or student can afford to be without it. It is worth twice its price-$1.50 per annum.-New England Publishing Co., Boston.




THE BIBLICAL World for OCTOBER оpens with a facsimile of the lately discovered Madaba map of Palestine. Its Editorial touches "Authority in Sunday School Teaching." Rev. A. H, Bradford, D. D., writes, God Interperted by Fatherhood. Prof. W. R. Harper presents the writings of Amos, arranged strophically. The Story of Hosea is told by Rev. Hugh Ross Hatch. The Biblical World is an increasingly helpful journal.-Chicago University Press. $2.00 a year.




FROM THE LADIES HOME JOURNAL,-Curtis Pub. Co. Phila delphia




BOSTON BROWN BREAD.




To make Boston brown bread, mix Yankee rye, whole wheat flour and Indian meal in proportions of one cup each with a cup of molasses, to which is added a teaspoonful of dissolved soda and a pint of buttermilk. This bread is boiled for five hours.-October Ladies' Home Journal.

MRS. BALLINGTON BOOTH'S EXPERIENCES.

Mrs. Ballington Booth, of "The American Volunteers," is writing out her experiences in American prisons, and in the slums of New York, for The Ladies Home Journal. Mrs. Booth has perhaps come closer to the lives and confidences of the men and women in prisons, and to know the poor better, than any woman living. She will not only tell what she has seen, but she will point out what her experience has shown her to be the most effective way in dealing with the people of the prisons and the slums.




STANLEY'S First Jungle fight.




Henry M. Stanley, the African explorer, has written out the story of "My First Fight in the Jungle," and has given the manuscript to The Ladies Home Journal, which will publish it in the next number.




Rev. H. A. French, of the Nebraska Cong'l News sends an attractive little leaflet, printed with red borders, on "Why I Choose Congregational Papers," by Rev. Geo. F. Lee, of Dover, Neb. On alternate pages is fou d a series of pleas for wi er circulation of the Nebraska State Congregational paper.




-




Among new exchanges we welcome to our table THE CHURCH ECONOMIST 111 Fifth Ave. New York, $1.00 per year, which is packed with happy and practical suggestions for charch work. An article is given on Advertising Services, and The Church and Christmas is discussed by a number of pastors in suggestive way. "What Thomas Missed" is a recent article reprinted in leaflet form for practical use. Its aim may be guessed.

THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATIONALIST, for October, Phoenix Bldg. Minneapolis, is replete with the faces of active Minnesota pastors, especially of the official list in the late Minn. State Association, whose annual meeting, in Owatonna, is recounted very fully. Our former Wisconsin pastor, Rev. J. H. Chandler, was the host. The broad face of Pres. Simmons, of Fargo College, a Beloit graduate of '69, also appears. Minnesota, like Wisconsin, is giving special and organized attention to the preservation of historical material pertaining to Minnesota Congregationalism.




THE OCTOBER Commons, 140 N. Union St., Chicago, devotes valuable space to a more valuable article by Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, on "The College Woman and the Family Claim."




PUBLIC LIBRARIES, Chicago, recounts the summer tour of travelling librarians through the cathedral towns. York, Ely, Lincoln, New Castle, etc., together with much other interesting material.




OTHER EXCHANGES THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL, THE MOTOR, THE DIOCESE FOND DU LAC, NEBRASKA CONG'L. News, NORTHWESTERN MAIL, WISCONSIN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, AMERICAN MESSENGER, etc.




Ministerial Movernents.

Atcheson, Rev. Wm. H., resigns at Bloomer and Cleveland. Blodgett, Rev. Chas. E., of Burlington, is called to church of the Redeemer, St Louis, Mo.

Daviess, Rev. Howell, addressed at Beloit.

Herbert, Rev. Jos., accepts call to remain a third year at Royalton.

Mc Laren, Rev. J. H. has resigned at Racine, is called to Princton, Ill. Accepts.

Richardson, Rev. H. L., late of Ripon has returned from Europe, and may be addressed 341 Walker St., Milwaukee. Sutherland, Rev. W. L., Kansas City, Mo., is called to Wauwatosa.

Weiss, Rev. George C., resigns at Watertown. Stevenson, Rev. W. D. J., of White Creek, called also to Friendship, and will reside there.




Married.




At Friendship, Wis., Oct. 12, 1898, by Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, pastor of Congregational church, and father of the bride, Mr. Ralph Elbert Schoonover and Miss Gertrude Stuteville Stevenson, of Friendship.

At Milwaukee, Wis., Oct. 18, Mr. Thomas Barland Keith, and Miss Mary Katharine, daughter of the late Rev. Thos. G. Grassie. At home, after Nov. 17, 303 Earl St., Eau Claire, Wis.




Mr. McLaren's Resignation,

Racine, Wis., October 15, 1898. Editor of Our Church Life. Beloit, Wis. Dear Sir The Rev. James H. McLaren, for the past nineteen months pastor of the First Congregational Church of Racine, has resigned to accept the pastorate of a church in Princeton, Illinois; one of the oldest of the Congregational denomination in that state.

Although Mr. McLaren's pastorate here has covered a comparatively short period, his success in all lines of church work has been remarkable. He has added thirty-five new members to the church roll, and the congregations have continued to increase, and it is with regret that the church has accepted his resignation. Extensive repairs have been made during the past year, all expenses have been met and subscriptions pledg ed for a year in advance.

Mr. McLaren is an eloquent speaker, and the church and community at large will suffer a great loss by his departure to other fields of work. Upon his tendering his resignation as pastor, the church by a vote of ninety-seven to four refused to accept the same, and since that time great pressure has been brought to bear upon Mr. McLaren, not only from the members of the church, but the members of the community and of non-sectarian bodies urged him to reconsider his action.

The church upon receiving his final decision passed the following resolutions which are a tribute of their estimate of their retiring pastor.

Whereas: It is the wish of our pastor, the Rev. James H. McLaren, that the relations existing between us, as pastor and people, for the past 18 months be dissolved; therefore.

Resolved, That we, the members of this church refuse to accept his resignation, and in doing so desire to affirm, in the most positive and earnest manner, our unshaken confidence and faith in the integrity and purity of his life, and to express our indebtedness to him for those 18 months of helpful and inspiring ministry; our appreciation of the eloquent, catholic. yet evangelical character of his preaching, and our gratitude, for his tender and sympathetic pastoral ministrations.

During those 18 months of labor amongst us, there have been created and cemented friendships and relations that no formal dissolution can sever, but which will be remembered and continued through the years to come.

By the young people of the church, many of whom have been added to its membership during his pastorate, and who have so nobly and loyally sustained and supported him, his resignation will be regarded as an irreparable loss.

Resolved, That we cordially and affectionately recommend him as a faithful and eloquent minister of the Gospel, to any church where, in the dispensations of Providence, he may be called upon to labor. Very truely yours,

                      F. ARTHUR MOREY, 
Clerk 1st, Congregational Church, Racine, Wis. 










Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.




                    President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                         J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY, 
       Rev. Joseph Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. D. L. HOLBROOK, REV. A.L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wisconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, Secretary Homer W. Carter, Beloit. 
      Field Superintendent (state address), REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.

Additional Contributions, September, 1898.
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Financial Statement, October, 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Kenosha $150, Manning $2, Platteville Y. L. M. S. $11, Plymouth $20.57, Port Washington $7.16, River Falls $5, Seymour $8.55, Sheboygan $35.40, Williams Bay M. S. $1.25,

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

O. H. Ingram, Eau Claire, $100; Wm. P. Rounds, Menasha, $100; George H. Ray, LaCrosse, $50; Mrs. A. P. Harwood, Ripon, $50; Mrs. H. M. Bain, Kenosha, $50; C. L. Harwood, Ripon, $20; Nelson P. Hulst, $20; Mrs. C. Hay, Dubuque, Iowa, $20; Thos. H. Hastings, Fond du Lac, $10; M. M. Rice, Boscobel, $5; Mrs. W. P. Hewitt, Menasha, $5; Mrs. J. W. Sale, Janesville, $5; Miss Amelia Wales, Brodhead, $2; Mrs. L. H. Jones, Sheboygan, $1; Miss Lucy Moore, Brodhead, $1; West Rosendale Y. P. S. C. E., Contribution of W. H. M. U.,
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$ 240 93




$ 439 00 5 00 44 13




$ 729 06
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The financial record of the past year was given an unfortunate ending in the last issue, through the error of printing the total for 1898 as including legacies, etc., instead of excluding them, as in the case of other years and as was directed. The last total in the item, "What is Needed for Self Support," should have been $6,513.62, instead of nearly double that, as given.

Returns are beginning to come from the new financial plans on foot, and a gratifying agitation has begun in many quarters, which bids fair for the new forward movement.

N. B.—All are urgently requested to make their canvass for Home Missions and report results before March 1. Those whose plans would bring this offering later in the year, are requested to exchange dates with some other cause, at least for this year, since the report to be made in March Church Life by vote of the State Convention, and the movement toward entire self support, depend upon the general response to this request.

The Executive Committee had a serious and searching session at its October meeting, considering the whole financial situation and outlook with various suggested changes, in the hope that a more general and hearty cooperation might be secured for the future. One important outcome is the plan for




a day of praise and conference of leaders, lay and clergy, probably at Madison, Thursday Dec. 1. All are urged to pray for God's blessing upon the gathering and the plans, and to attend if practicable.

Our District Missionary force is reduced, for the present, by the release of Rev. R. L. Cheney for six months to work the problem of Endeavor Academy and church into shape for the permanent leader. Mr. Cheney is sadly missed and Mr. Dexter overloaded by this arrangement, and it is hoped that Mr. Cheney can step back into his foreordained work, after his special service at Endeavor.




Notes From the Field.




DISTRICT MISSIONARY F. N. DEXTER.

"Self support for the entire state," was the note sounded at the State Convention, The vote was passed asking our pastors to pledge themselves to make an effort to secure some contribution from each member of his church for Home Missions. The vote was hearty and nearly, if not quite unanimous. The pastors present generally signed the pledge. Signatures of those not at Sparta are coming in. There is such a campaign of education in missions going forward, as we have not recently seen. There are a few things that we should all bear in mind.

First. For the past three years the Wisconsin Home Missionary society has been engaged in a forward movement. Its officers enjoy just that kind of work.

Second. Signing the pledge" is not always equivalent to a reform. It expresses good intentions. Good intentions alone will not suffice for forward movements. The Prodigal Son said "I will arise and go to my father" and we read: "And he arose and came to his father." He carried out his intentions. Third. But in one important respect those who "signed the pledge" differ from the Prodigal Son. Like him they will do what they have pledged, but unlike him, their pledge has to do, not with their own action only, but also with the actions of others. As the proverb (somewhat changed) has it; "One man can go around with a subscription paper, but twenty men can not make it get signatures.

Fourth. If it were dependent upon the Home Missionary society's officials alone, or upon the officials and pastors together, no doubt self support for the entire state would come April 1, 1899. But it does not depend upon them but upon the membership of the churches including the above persons. We are all together responsible for this grand work.

Fifth. By all the church membership working together it can be, and therefore ought to be done. For three years, a positively forward movement, a really growing work, has been carried on, while from the churches, there has been a steady decrease of the constant contributions. The good work has been made possible only by legacies. This can not continue.

Sixth. We cannot go backward. We must go forward. Shall this forward movement fill many Home Missionary churches with fear lest there be not enough money for all the great growing needs of the work? Is this movement for self support to be the advancement or the diminishing of the kingdom of Christ in Wisconsin? It ought to mean very posivively the former. It will mean the former, if each member in every church does his duty.

Seventh. It is for Christ and for His kingdom. He sits over against the treasury. Let those who are "rich cast in much" and let not the widow forget her "two mites." "A long pull, and a strong pull, and a pull all together," will bring "self support for the entire state" with no backward movement anywhere. So mote it be.




Endeavor State Convention.

Sacrifice is always repaid with the measure pressed down and running over, so every person who braved the discomfort of pouring rain and mud, to gather at the Twelfth Annual Convention of the Wisconsin Christian Endeavor Union in EauClaire came away with a fulness of blessing which only can come through earnest effort and desire. Few religious Conventions are fortunate enough to be welcomed to a city by officials and representatives in sympathy with its purposes, but Mayor Kepler and Representative Buffington's words of welcome came









from hearts which glowed with a warm interest in the advancement of Christ's Kingdom. It was most opportune, that Rey. A. C. Kempton, formerly of Eau Claire now of Janesville, should respond. In an eloquent manner he emphasized the fact that we came strong in Unity. God's Spirit, God's Word, God's Christ uniting us in love, unity and fellowship, strong in our enthusiasm, strong in our faith in the Son of God.

Rev. B. B. Bigler, of Madison, successor to former State President Cochran held up Nehemiah as a model Endeavorer in the opening address of the Convention.

"Jesus Christ the Man," "Jesus Christ the Son," "Jesus Christ the Savior," were the topics for each of the three days, and the Quiet Hour morning service to start the day with these thoughts proved the leaven which permeated every address or free parliament.

"Jesus Christ the Man" made an ideal topic for Christian Citizenship, which occupied Friday under the guiding hand of A. E. Matheson, superintendent of this work; "Life's Glory," by Rev. T. T. Creswell, of Beloit; "Higher Patriotism," Prof. Kopp, of Platteville; "Methods of Work," C. H. Sedgwick, Manitowoc; "Independence in Politics," Rev. W. B. Millard; New London, closing with "Peace", by Rev. Mr. Kempton, Janesville, filled a day with seed sowing whose fruit means the dawning of the New Era.

Saturday, "Jesus Christ the Son," Fatherhood, Brotherhood. Why, Missions of course with an opening gun from Rev. J. O. Buswell on the need in Northern Wisconsin, very timely for every Cong'l member who has failed to become interested in our effort to help the Home Missionary Society the coming year.

President Eaton, of Beloit College, was listened to with rapt attention as he portrayed the life, customs and conditions of China in a graphic manner, then showed the courage, sacrifice and steadfastness of those who are giving their lives to help spead the Gospel of Salvation in Foreign lands.

"Jesus Christ the Savior," of your life and mine was a Sabbath topic fitting for the opportunities offered on the closing sessions.

With Dr. Clark to lead the Consecration Service at nine a. m. hundreds of lives for the first time realized the benefit of the Quiet Morning Watch. Two Woman's Meetings and three Men's Meetings in different parts of the city Sunday afternoon called many of the workers into active service, which was heartily entered into. Never before has Dr. Clark given to one of Wisconsin Gatherings so much time, and his two addresses, one Saturday Evening on the Source of our Power, and Sunday evening on the Endeavorers Birthright, were strong appeals to that deeper life which alone comes to those who faith. fully enter into this closer walk with the Spirit. No Convention ever had so many strong young business men in attendance. Six hundred joined the church from the Societies and $6,000 was given to Missions the past year.

Miss Holbrook, of St. Paul, is always an inspiration on whatever theme she speaks.

The Opera House was filled both Saturday and Sunday evening, no church being large enough to accomodate all who wished to hear Dr. Clark.

Miss Brown, who took up the junior work so efficiently carried on by Miss Harrington, has proved herself a worthy




successor.




No voice is more familiar to Wisconsin Endeavorers than Prof. Gibs His stirring appeal for large Missionary effort can not fail of good results. A. G. L.




North Eastern Convention at Birnamwood.

The weather although not all that could be desired, was not unfavorable for the occasion, and as the first train pulled in at the Birnamwood station a warm interest in the convention was manifest in the number of delegates from Clintonville, Maple Valley, Eland and Norrie. The delegates were met by the Pastor, Rev. J. L. Smith, who conducted them to places of entertainment, An encouraging number of delegates were greeted at the afternoon train and conducted directly to the graceful little church which is located on a corner lot in a desirable portion of the village: The delegates had come (some of them at a sacrifice) with the desire and hope that they might in a measure be an inspiration to the struggling church, (as they thought) but on approaching the building we were more than pleased to notice that they had just completed a neat and comfortable porsonage and had placed a neat fence around both church and parsonage, and thus it was that the thrift and enterprise of the Birnamwood people became first, an inspiration to the delegates, and without doubt made the convention of greater interest and value.

The convention was called to order at 2:30 by the retiring moderator, Rev. S. M. McNeill. A very fitting address of welcome was given by Deacon A. F. Chorchoose, and responded to by Rev, W. A. Gerrie. of Clintonville, in words that appealed to the audience because of the Christ Spirit which evidently prompted them. A half hour devotional service gave the convention inspiration, after which they proceeded to organization and business.

By a unanimous vote Rev. Geo. H. Kemp, of Rhinelander, was chosen moderator, and Ç, A. Spicer, of Clintonville, was




chosen scribe. At 4:30 the North Wisconsin problem was presented by Rev. J. D. Whitelaw, District Missionary. This subject was discussed by several, in which it was shown that not a little work is being done at different points among the lumbermen in the camps.

Tuesday evening from 7:30 to 8 was enjoyed by a song and prayer service, after which Rev. S. M. McNeill, of Tomahawk, gave the Convention Sermon, taking for his topic:-"Applied Christianity."

The Lord's Supper followed, at which a collection was taken for the Ministerial Relief Association. This closed the first day's work.

Wednesday morning at nine o'clock Rev. S. M. Andrewson, of Merrill, lead a half-hour devotional meeting, and at 9:30 the subject of Rationalism was presented in a very able, clear and practical paper by Rev. Geo, H. Kemp, of Rhinelander. In the discussion of this question at least three facts were brought out clearly, first, that much of rationalism and unbelief exists within the church,second, that the church is not as fully aware of the fact as it ought to be, and third, silent unbelief is far more to be dreaded by the church than open infidelity.

After singing Peal Out the Watchword, Rev. Geo. C. Haun gave a very touching and practical paper on the S. S. and Publishing Society, showing the extent of its work and why the church ought to feel under obligation to support it. A special feature of the paper was the emphasis placed upon the presence of the pastor in the Sunday-school, as teacher or Supt., and the giving on his part of special attention to children in all the services as well as in the homes. The writer also showed, by a conclusive argument, the evil effects of criticising the sermon or the pastor's work in general before the children in the home, or others, even though there may be just grounds for criticism. One of the principal points brought out in the discussion which followed was the importance of having thoroughly Christian teachers. From 11 to 12 was occupied in hearing reports from churches and societies. In the afternoon the convention was occupied with business from 2 to 3, during which time the ladies of the convention met at the parsonage and organized a missionary society in connection with the Birnamwood church with Mrs. J. Lloyd Smith as president. At 3 o'clock Mrs. S. B. D. Bridgeman, of Antigo, read a very stirring paper on the W. B. M. I. Following this was read by Mrs. Wiltending of Antigo a paper from Dr. Winson, of India. At 3:30 Rev. A. J.. Andrewson, of Maple Valley read an instructive paper on the Holy Spirit. Following this paper came one on the subject of Progress in Religious Knowledge by Rev. A. Chambers, of Prentice, a paper full of thought and which showed much research. A spirited but cheerful discussion followed, some of the debaters taking the position that the writer had drifted from his subject toward Rationalism. At 7:30 in the evening. Sec. Carter spoke on the subject of Wisconsin and the Kingdom. Mr. Carter illustrated his sermon by a map of Wisconsin showing the location of the different Cong'l churches in the state. The address was both interesting and instructive, and was listened to with marked attention. A hymn was announced by the moderator, and after the singing Rev. H. C. Todd, of Eagle River, preached a very stirring as well as touching sermon on Foreign Missions. The speaker interested the audience in his usual manner, leaving impressions that will not easily be forgotten.

The good attendance at all of the meetings was marked, and notwitostanding the rain that set in in the afternoon of the last day, the house was filled for the evening service. Without doubt the convention was altogether a success, and the delegates and pastors went home with new inspiration for the work at hand. C. A. SPICER, Scribe.




Endeavorers Please Notice.

The Official list of the Wisconsin C. E. Union, revised to date is as follows:

President, Mr. Fred R. Barber, Warrens. Secretary, Miss Fannie R. Jackson, Janesville. Treasurer, Mr. Wm. A. Holt, Oconto.

Vice Presidents, For Congregational Church Societies, Mr. A. G. Leffingwell, Appleton. For Societies in other churches, same officers as last year.

Department Superintendents:

Of Missionary Department, Prof. W. D. Gibson, Appleton. Of Junior Department, Miss Ella Brown, Eau Claire.

Of Christian Citizenship Department, Mr. A. E. Matheson, Janesville.

Of Evangelistic Department, Rev. J. O. Buswell, Mellen.

Chairman Correspondence Committee, Miss Susan M. Drew, Milwaukee.









Missions and Benevolence Column.




A Responsibility Located.

Most of our churches yield quite readily to the leading of theirpastors, especially if it be wise, enthusiastic and in the line of Christ's leading. Barnabas and Paul led the church at Antiochto become illustrious in missionary and benevolent activities. Find us a pastor whose passion is for things liberal in theology rather than in benevolence and we can show you not far away a church whose benevolenccs flag, The pastor's official position, with the common high regard for this office, his preeminent qualification in the things that relate to church life, the native power of the Christian truth he sets forth, and the co-operative persuasion of his ever ready Helper, the Living Presence, all conspire to give him mastering influence in his church, particularly when he sets his face in the right direction. It may well make him tremble as he thinks of it, nevertheless ruminate soberly he should upon the fact that the life efficiency of his church largely defends upon his pastoral inspiration. When, having won the confidence of his people, he goes before with contageous consecration and persuasive exhortation to Christ-like things, they will follow. If he is lazy, worldly, self-conscious, petty, busied with things non- essential, at once heartless and headless as a leader, the church must soon loose its unity, its aim, its effectiveness.

Seldom will a people press ahead of him to whom they look as their leader in evangelistic activity, in social tact and winsome-ness, in a strong front against evil, in benevolence and missionary interest. "And it shall bee like people, like priest."

Of all in the church, we pastors should feel most keenly and constantly the compulsion of the abiding charge of our Master, and the moving of that Spirit whose movings are at once prophetic and efficient foretokens of the coming Kingdom. We should hear first and with personal concern the messages that our missionary workers and the agents of our various missionary and benevolent activities cry back to the churches. The resonanter must resound. Do you not remember a pathetic wish of Professor Blaisdell a few years ago for more men, who, though perhaps not possessed with the prophetic vision, should yet repeat and echo the prophet's message until the people heard it? O, fellow pastors, ought we not to feel that every inspiration every opportunity, every challenge, every problem, every joy and, victory of the missionary activity of the churches is our own personal burden and inspiration, and is for us as pastors to lay with all heart and persistence upon our people? And, is it not our personal blame and shame if under our leading they shall fail of intelligent sympathy with this best part of Christ's work, and of worthy support of it? How shall the people of the churches hear the cheering and the groaning that comes up from our missionary battle fields if their watchmen, the pastors, are deaf and dumb concerning these appeals? And until the people hear, how shall they do their honorable part? Here with the pastors must begin the revival that shall make our mis-sionary treasuries overflow with consecrated offerings.

Our particular responsibility is not the trying to lift a little stronger upon the financial load with our worn purse strings, thus possibly encouraging our people to make less effort, while not materially adding relief to the treasuries. For many of us, for some reason, have not much left after the babies are fed (and clothed. No, our responsibility is in the direct line of our office asteachers and pastors. To hold forth clearly, inspiring, persistently, the Christian doctrine and aggressive evangelism, and therelation of this to the individual Christian life, to instruct faithfully in the Christian holding and use of material possessions, to keep our people informed concerning the present conquests, opportunities and needs of Christ's work all around the world, and to exercise onr best generalship in directing the interest and resources of our people upon this grand campaign of Christ for world conquest, these things we can do and ought to do, and, doing, shall find our churches responsing splendidly to the call of their present opportunity. The things set forth in order in the resolutions adopted at Sparta and appearing in the October Church Life we believe to indicate pretty nearly what our line ofpastoral duty is, and the way for a blessed and mighty advance of all our churches in Christ's work.




W. M. ELLIS.




Organizing Council at Washburn.

Result of the Council for the organization of the First Congregational Chureh for the town of Washburn, Clark County, Wis.

In view of the fact that a question has been raised as to the justifiableness of organizing a Congregational Church in the town of Washburn, on the groun's of missionary expenditure and denominational comity, after a thorough investigation by the Council the following facts appear:

1. As to Missionary expenditure, the organization is designed to strengthen missionary work already existing, without additional expense to the missionary society.

2. As to denominational comity:




1. It appears that the community under consideration is a separate, scattered, growing farming community, three miles from the nearest other center, and two and three-fourths miles from the nearest preaching point.

2. The school district has grown from twenty scholars entitled to public money five years ago, to 104 today.

3. This community has had a separate Sabbath School for about three years and a separate preaching point irregularly for several years and regularly for about a year.

4. The People of the community are agreed in their desire for Congregational organization, and in their belief that it is needed and is not likely to affect appreciably any other organization.

5. We find further that Missionary John Willan, in his two seasons of tent meetings here and his additional special services, and that Pastor G. W. Longenecker, of Neillsville, in his special assistance here; have both been free from the disposition to interfere with any other work, but on the contrary have only sought to supply a needy and neglected community with the preaching of the Gospel.




any




6. Finally, we are unanimously satisfied that there is deno justification for claim of a breach of nomination comity, but that the organization of the desired Congregational Church here is justifiable and wise, in the interests of the kingdom, and we therefore, unanimously agree to proceed as requested with the organization and recognition
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Dear friends:




Our Sunday School Convention will meet in Milwaukee Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, November 29, 30 and December 1, 1898, in the meeting house of the Grand Avenue M. E. Church.

We shall have a great convention. The program is exceptionally strong. It will open Tuesday evening, November 29, with a great address by Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, D. D., late of Boston, now of Detroit, known as one of the most eloquent and gifted ministers in America. Prof. Hamill, who was made the most prominent American at the World's third Sunday School Convention in London last July, and the famous expert in Normal work, has promised to take charge of the normal work of this convention. The primary work will be a special feature and will be in charge of one of the most successful and famous primary workers in the world.

Leaders in Sunday School work in various denominations will illustrate the condition and needs of our own great State by incidents drawn from their own experience and observation. Matters of vital importance to the future of Sunday School work in Wisconsin, such as the permanent employment of a State worker and the consequent pushing of our work, will come up for conference.

Another feature of the convention will be the music, which is expected to be in charge of Prof. E. O. Excell, of Chicago. The International Sunday School Executive Committee will be represented by, and we shall be impressed by, the smiling countenance, the earnest words and the martial air of that ever victorious old Sunday School warhorse, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago.

As though this were not enough for the good people of Wisconsin, that earnest Christian woman with a marvelously romantic and dramatic history, the most noble Countess Schimmelmann, of Denmark, for many years the intimate friend of the Empress Augusta, of Germany, will be present, and has promised to make what I am sure will prove one of the most notable of all the great addresses of the convention. Let every County and Town Sunday School organization, and every individual Sunday School elect at least two delegates at once and forward the names of such to Mr. Henry A. Todd, 214 20th St., Milwaukee.

Induce your neighbors to come also. Arrangements have been made for reduced railroad fare and for nominal rates at hotels, full particulars of which will be given in our next circular. This will unquestionably be the greatest and most notable Sunday School Convention ever held in Wisconsin. It will be well worth while for schools to pay the expenses of a primary or other teacher. Pray for the Convention and Come. Faithfully yours,




S. S. MATHEWS,




President Wisconsin State Sunday School Association,









THE BIBLE SCHOOL.




This column is to be devoted to the interests of the Sundayschools in our churches, to their increase in membership amd efficiency. In the past year we have suffered a distinct loss in membership, and there is little gain in efficiency apparent. Concerning the former, an article in The Sunday School Times of July 9, 1898 (by Dr. W. S. Dike) records the greatly "Retarded Growth of the Sunday School" in the last decade, and compares the net gain in church membership of 1,669 for the year 1897 with the net loss in Sunday School membership of 1,871. In Wisconsin alone there is a gain of 79 for 1897 as against a gain of 512 in 1896, When the gain in Supt. Haun's schools is considered there must have been a distinct loss in our church schools last year. As to the great deficiency in quality, sufficient evidence is found in the distressingly poor work done by both teachers and pupils, the absolutely unordered and unsystematic, not to say archaic, method which is the all but universal record of our home Sunday schools.

We do not propose to mourn or despair, nor will funeral orations be accepted. On the contrary we hope to have successful workers tell us where and how we can improve our schools, even under the limitations which are our usual heritage. To its full limit of space, this column will be open to both questions and answers, to suggestions and new methods, and brief contributions are invited. Two or three fundamental inquiries are here suggested. Is the following true?

1. The Sunday School is a Bible School, with equal emphasis on Bible and School.

2. The Bible is the field of study, the Gold Mine, from which truth is to be obtained and appropriated. Our purpose is not merely to find a truth like "election" or "eternal punisment,' or even the truth of salvation and redemption, but to appropriate TRUTH, TRUTH.

3. The "School" is for the purpose of educating its members; making connection between truth and human life; developing the complete, truthmastered, truthfurnished, life.

4. Hence a large part of the work of the Sunday school will be the educating of those who have learned the truth of redemption, have become Christians, and of those who are the type of the kingdom and are to be so educated that they never will wander from their Father's love and care. (If people are taught that the supreme purpose of the school is to convert, what wonder that the "converted' older Christians, are absent from its membership?)

5. While the spiritual element must ever be dominant and the goal must be "life", rather than either instruction or doctrine, yet such pedagogic principles and scientific methods as are universally recognized in all "secular" education,. must influence and control our lesson systems, and the lines of approach to the goal before us.

Now, if these things be true, what can be done and ought to be done, in our Bible Schools as they are, to increase their efficieney and membership? That which will permanently help either of these will benefit the other. Pastors, superintendents, teachers, brethren, come to our help. Contributions may be sent to the address below, to be published every other month. C. A. OSBORN, Lake Geneva, Wis.




The Elisha D. Smith Public Library.

Friday, Oct. 21, was a great day for Menasha. The beautiful new Library building, tendered to the city by the generosity of Mr. Smith, odorous with roses and decked with palms and ferns, was opened to the eager public, and dedicated to its beneficent work. Many new books helped to fill the library shelves. The 15 traveling libraries, also donated by Mr. Smith, were on exhibition, ready to bless three adjacent counties on their itinerant mission of helpfulness. The reading tables, including some with small chairs, for children, appeared well stocked with most approved periodicals. The Librarian, Miss Lucy Lee Pleasants, has been greatly assisted in arrangement, and selection by Mr. F. A. Hutchins, Secretaryofthe State Library Commission, and Miss L. E. Stearns, Librarian. The programs for the dedicatory exercises surprised Mr. Smith and delighted the assembly by presenting an excellent likeness of himself at their head, which we give, in this issue, to Our Church Life readers. Many guests from abroad were present and the addresses throughout were of high character.

The afternoon exercises were held at the Library auditorium, with Mr. F. D. Lake, of the local board, as chairman, and were as follows: Remarks by the chairman, Prayer, Words of welcome by Hon. Elisha D. Smith, Response by President Plantz, of Lawrence University, Greetings from Sister Librar




ies, viz: Green Bay, by Mrs. T. Fields; Depere, by Miss Lizzie Smith; Kaukauna, by Rev. Wm. Kilburne; Appleton, by G. C. Jones; Neenah, by Robert Shiells; Oshkosh, by J. Howard Jenkins; Fond du Lac, by F. B. Hoskins. Rev. Stanley E. Lathrop, of Ashland, responded felicitously for the Traveling Library Association of North Wisconsin. Addresses, followed on Libraries and Women's Clubs, by Mrs. C. S. Morris: on the Relationof the State Historical Library to Free Public Libraries, by Reuben G. Thwaites; The Parent and the Library, by Miss L. E. Stearns; The E. D. Smith Free Travelling Libraries, by F. A. Hutchins. Prof. E. H. Merrill, D.D.. made an able address, as a representative of Ripon College.

In the evening, the large Germania Hall was packed for the final exercises, interspersed with music by Planner's Orchestra and the Amphion Glee Club. Presentation of Keys, Hon. E. D. Smith; Acceptance for the City, Mayor M. M. Schoetz; Historical account of the Library and building, Hon. P. V. Lawson; Brief addresses, by Rev. S. T. Kidder, Ripon; Pres. C. K. Adams, L.L.D., of the State University; Rev. H. A. Miner, Madison; Judge C. D. Cleveland, of Oshkosh; Hon, J. H. Stout, of Menomonie; Hon. S. A. Cook, Neenah; Miss Lucy Lee Pleasants, Menasha; Miss L. E. Stearns, Milwaukee; Mr. H. Fitzgibbon, Menasha, and Mr. F. A. Hutchins. Rev. S. E. Lathrop presented a happily improvised poem. The day and its issues will long be remembered in Menasha. K.




Church Fairs.




Now tell me, what do they accomplish?

They bring money into the church from the pockets of people who would give under no other circumstances, and they get more money from those accustomed to give. They mean a pleasant social gathering. They bring out workers whose delight is in such functions, and who could not be hired to attend a prayer-meeting, a missionary society or even a workmeeting in preparation for the missionary barrel, and if there were no fairs and such like, we would get no work out of them at all.

That's all very true, but now for the other side.

It has gone out of fashion to put an exorbitant price on fair goods, so the plea of extravagance cannot always be made, but do not people buy lots of things at fairs for which they have no use, and is not a poor young man often persuaded by a pretty girl to buy foolish things, when he ought to use the money for real things?

The work of a church fair comes on a very few, and thosethe ones who would not come to a prayer-meeting, etc., work themselves ill over the fair; but as for asking them to give the money value of their time and labor for the object of the Fair, you just try that once and see what a holding up of hands in horror!

Each lady is asked to "make something" for the fair. We will say for example that a certain lady makes a sofa pillow, the materials costing her $1.25, the pillow $1.00 and her time is valued at fifty cents; then the fair managers put a price of $3.00 on the pillow. When the lady reaches the fair, he likes her work so much that she buys it.

That pillow has cost her $5.25 in cold cash, has it not? Now if she were asked to give that amount right out to the deficit in the pastor's salary, or whatever the object of the fair may be, instead of going around Robin Hood's barn to give it, well, you just try it and see what she says.

"O! I couldn't give so much money! Impossible!"

If everybody gave, at an appointed time, the amount of money he or she would spend at the fair, what a saving of nerve force, time, bother, illness and perhaps death.

Another thing-where is there any spirit of self-denial about a fair? I think the idea of getting your money's worth ought to be entirely done away with in anything for the church. I do not believe God commends us in selling things to people who would not give willingly without this forcing, neither do I believe He likes the kind of giving from us which the church fair fosters from year to year.

But I may be old-fashioned, most old folks are, but when you have seen as much of church fairs as I, you may get sensible. I hope so. AUNT LUCY.
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Fellowship Meeting at Neillsville, Oct. 26-27.

The program had for its general topic, Church Work, details being as follows:




WEDNESDAY, P. M.




Organization; Devotional Meeting, led by Rev. F. B. Doe; The Social Life of the Church, by Rev. W. M. Ellis; The Church Evangelizing the Community, by Rev. John Willan.




WEDNESDAY EVENING.




Song Service, led by Rev. Fred S. Wheeler; Sermon, by Rev. F. B. Doe.




THURSDAY, A. M.




Devotional Meeting, led by Rev. W. M, Ellis; The Church Training the Young, Rev. Geo. C. Haun; The Church and Missions, by Rev. H. W. Carter, Discussion; Platform Meeting conducted by Rev. John E. Evans, Topic, The Church's Preparation for Service.









Life in Our Churches.




Birnamwood-An evidence of the flourishing condition of this church was manifest in the royal manner in which the Northeastern District Convention was entertained here. Pastor J. Lloyd Smith lately proved the perfectness of his judgment and wisdom in securing an estimable and worthy helpmeet to preside over affairs in the new parsonage. Mrs. Smith has a large place in the affection of the people and is a masterly leader in the musical part of church work Reports from all departments show an enthusiastic interest in the advancement of the kingdom.

Antigo-Rev. Wm. Pease, pastor. Though this church has suffered considerably because of removals and absentees away, spending vacation, brighter prospects appear since the return of the latter. The Y. P. S. C. E. have reorganized and made generous pledges for work in China, and sent two delegates to the District Endeavor Convention. Pastor Pease recently preached a very interesting sermon on Christian Endeavor, What it Means. The Sunday school and Endeavor society have rendered considerable aid in sustaining evening services. The Women's Missionary society have just closed a year of pleasant work. Program for the coming year has been carefully prepared, and the society is looking forward to a bright and prosperous year in mission studies. The attendance and interest have been good, and lately a War Reminiscence Sociable was held.

Bruce and Apolonia-Pastorless since July, have recently been visited by the district missionary, and a series of meetings was held at the latter place, and effort made in behalf of church organization. These fields are a mile and a quarter apart. Each has a comfortable church-building and both await with interest the coming of the right man to care for their spiritual needs.

Bloomer and Cleveland-Rev. Wm. Atcheson closes three years of earnest work, Nov. 17. A thriving village, with a large company of young peple, and no other English speaking service, and a country appointment 15 miles out, awaits some vigorous, wise and devoted leader.

Cashton-Rev. L. B. Nobis, pastor. More interest is manifested than heretofore in the affairs of the church. The service is made more attractive by a choir under the leadership of Dr. Rockwell, and a greater desire for spiritual things is apparent. The Ladies Aid Society is growing stronger. During the year they have raised $130, most of which is applied on the pastor's salar y.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. A circular letter to the members for the pastor and deacons has been issued calling for renewed consecration. Much interest is being manifested in the C. E. meetings. A society of "King's Daughters" has just been formed. Improvements upon the church property are being made, including the building of a handsome new barn for the parsonage.

The Tourist Club, so successful last year, has been revived and an excellent program arranged. Nearly one hundred members have already joined.

The pastor has commenced a series of popular Sunday eyening talks on "Christianity Applied to Social Problems." Some of the subjects treated are Labor and Capital, Liquor, Our Public Schools, and The Modern Newspaper.

Clintonville-Rev. Wm. A. Gerrie, pastor. "Here is found a model church building and a model people, presided over by a model pastor," is the comment of one who recently visited this field, and spent a Sabbath with the church in the pastor's absence. It is certainly refreshing to find a community where the Sabbath is observed as it is in this town. Would it be so, were not the church of Christ wielding a mighty power for good? Curtis, Withee and Bobb's Mills-Clark County, are being cared for by Rev. John Willan, who spends two Sundays out of four on the field, preaching, teaching and visiting, with his accustomed energy and faithfulness.

Eau Claire Second-Rev. D. R. Anderson, pastor. Supt. Haun, at a recent visit found a flourishing Sunday school here, of 225, with a Home department of 200.

Eagle River-Rev. H. C. Todd, pastor. Like some other churches of the north, this is suffering from removals, but continues to sustain itself in all good work. The Ladies' Missionary Society, The Boy's Missionary Society and the Y. P. S. C. E. are all active in their respective departments. One member of the church has returned from the war, and is now recovering from sickness, but detained at Fort Sheridan.

Eland-not yet a year old, rejoices in spiritual success, under the wise leadership of Pastor Smith. The Sunday school has a membership of 60. Mrs. W. C. Pickering is Supt. Several of the faithful members have moved out of town, and one young man is in Puerto Rico.

Elroy-Pastor, Rev. Walter M. Ellis. The new parsonage now holds the parson's family after the rare and indescribable delights of moving. A periodical table at the church door is still maintained. Pastor Ellis took part in the late Viroqua installation. A Home S. S. Department is successfully started. The last Provoker publishes the church membership list entire. We shall be very sorry to miss the bright and stimulating and




ably conducted Provoker, if, as is hinted, it is to be discontinued. Why dont the Elroy people have a local page provided in their edition of Our Church Life? We can make it worth while, we believe.

Hartford-Rev. C. C. Campbell, pastor. The rededication of the renewed and remodelled church building was planned for Nov. 6, with the aid of Supt. Haun, Sec'y. Carter and others. Pastor Campbell is planning a parish lecture course for the winter.

Iron River-Rev. Lee A. Brink, pastor. Large congregations and a good interest greet the new pastor of this church. The outlook is hopeful. A vigorous effort is being put forth to secure the hearty cooperation of every member of the church and congregation.

Janesville-Adams Co., Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, pastor, has purchased a building for a meeting house.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor. Steps are already taken toward the erection of a needed meeting house. The work develops encouragingly.

Menasha-A sacred concert of great interest was given Oct. 24, by the Choir of men and boys assisted by Messrs. Wrightand Murphy, of Appleton. It was greatly enjoyed. Pastor A. E. Leonard is taking strong hold of the work and the hearts of his people.




son




Milton-Rev. A. L. McClelland, pastor. The pastor and wife met with a serious loss through a wrecked freight car and the destruction or damage of a large share of their household furniture, in its removal from Nekoosa to Milton.

The railroad company makes good a large share of the money loss, and the parsonage is settled for the campaign in the new field.

Nebagamon Lake-is on the Duluth, South Shore and Atlantic road, sixteen miles west of Iron River. It is a new town that has sprung into being during the last few months. New buildings are going up on all sides and being hurried to completion before cold weather. Everything is on the boom, inspired by the fact that back of the enterprize are 1,000,000,000,000 feet of pine. Many lines of business are already in operation, and seven saloons deal out liquid death to the thirsty. Fifty-eight pupils are now enrolled in the public schools, and 300,000 men voted at a recent caucus. What can be done to counteract the evil and establish the good in this community? Of course we say plant a church. And District Missionary Whitelaw is now upon the field, holding meetings and receiving some encouragement. Where are the man and the money to meet this crying need?

Neillsville-Rev. G. W. Longenecker, pastor. A helpful fellowship meeting was held Oct. 26-7 with the aid of Bros. Doe and Ellis with members of the council called for the organization at Washburn 12 miles out, the next day.

Norrie-This church is holding its ground already won, and advancing slowly. Additions to membership are reported and considerable spiritual growth is manifest. Midweek meetings are well sustained. Missionary interests have advanced since Miss Wright's visit. The recent debt for repairs is nearly all paid. But one preaching service is held here on the Sabbath. The Y. P. S. C. E. hold an evening service which is well supported. The society has contributed generously, to Home and Foreign Missions, besides pledging part of the pastor's salary. The Sunday school, under the supervision of Mr. R. J. Carter, is in a flourishing condition.

Park Falls and Butternut-The pastor, Rev. E. L. Morse with family camped out for ten weeks on Butternut Lake to compensate for living in Park Falls the rest of the year. A log house partly furnished was at hand for use. The pastor got a wide acquaintance with the Butternut people, receiving calls from representatives of a score and more of the Butternut homes, and spending much time himself in calling. Work and play were happily mingled.




This




Three united with the Plark Falls church Oct 9. church is engaged in a series of meetings led by a band of Crusaders, the Congregational church and pastor cooperating. A folder, covering many lines of church work, is put into the hands of every member by Mr. Morse, and each one is asked to name the particular work he will do, the object being to enlist the interest of every one in a definite line of service. On looking over the list, one is amazed at the variety of interests fostered by this busy pastor.

Pennington-a new town, and railway division head quarters, five and a half miles west of Prentice, on the Soo road, promises a rapid and permanent growth. Mr. Chambers is watching over the spiritual interests of the place, and will establish regular Sunday afternoon services as soon as possible, this in addition to numerous outside stations already cared for by him.

Peshtigo-Rev. E. N. Andrews, pastor. has lately visited over the line, in Fisher, Mich., where is a saw mill and 400 people, started a Sunday school, and holds service about once in three weeks in the school house. It will be a union service, and is quite encouraging. This is work that counts.

Platteville-As the result of a conference of the officers and members of the church the pastor recently made a canvass of the congregation for the payment of a debt of $900 on the new parlors. He succeeded in raising the whole amount in three days. This leaves the church free from all indebtedness,
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Port Washington-This new church. of 26 members, is supplied regularly by Mr. Daniel Dexter, of Chicago Theological Seminary, who has been in charge of the work from its beginning. Plans are already on foot for a meeting house.

Prentice-"Does Prohibition prohibit?" Ask Rev. Alex. Chambers, the efficient pastor of our church here. Certainly success may be obtained in the prosecution of violators of law and order, in a no license town, if the good work done in Prentice in this way be a criterion. Out of five or six cases tried we are informed that not one failed of conviction.

Roberts-Rev. J. Parsons, pastor. Deacon Alex. Turner and family, for years mainstays of the Brandon church, have brouglit joy and aid to Roberts in making a new home upon one of the finest farms of that beautiful region.

Viroqua-At the installation of Rev. John Andrew Stemen, Oct. 21, (as detailed elsewhere) a hymn was sung, written for the occasion by Rev. Wm. Haughton. The members of the council took part in the service as follows: Invocation, Rev. Thos. Barker; Scripture, Rev. Walter M. Ellis; Sermon, Rev. D. N. Beech, D. D.; Installing prayer, Rev. F. B. Doe; Address to Pastor, Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D.; Right hand of Fellowship, Rev. Wm. Haughton; Welcome to the city, Rev. Arthur J. Coran; Address to the People, Rev. Henry Faville, D. D.; Closing Prayer, Rev. J. G. Smith,-with music interspersed. Work in Viroqua is opening hopefully. A memorial service for the late Rev. Julian H. Dixon is soon to be held, and a memorial window will be placed in the church in his memory.

Washburn, Clark Co., Rev. John Willan, missionary. Organized Oct. 27 with 22 Charter members. See result of council elsewhere. This is the third organization in Bro. Willan's Clark Co. field this season. Bobbs Mills 14 members, Hewitt 24 members, and Washburn 22 members. These strengthen the field without increasing present Home Missionary expenditure.

Watertown.-After delivering one of the most scholarly as well as interesting sermons ever listened to in that church, Sunday, Oct. 23, Rev. G. C. Weiss tendered his final resignation as pastor of the First Cong Church of Watertown, Wis., to take effect the first of Jan. 1899. Three weeks previous to this Mr. Weiss surprised most of his members by reading his resignation and the few dry eyes in the audience gave ample testimony to the attachment between pastor and




flock. The meeting of the church and society, held Oct. 18, resulted in a very large majority voting to reject the resignation, asking Mr. Weiss to reconsider it. All have felt that Mr. Weiss was peculiarly adapted to the needs of this church and no one realized it more than he, but after putting in almost seven years of good work for church and community he felt that his resignation had been given after careful and prayerful thought, and could not, on reconsideration, alter his decision. Mr. Weiss will be missed as much outside the church almost, as within, for both he and his estimable and talented young wife have made a place for themselves in the affections of the people of Watertown. Mrs. Weiss has been very efficient in her training of a choir of about thirty young people and as a musician and singer stands among the first in Watertown. One of the many tributes of esteem which have been paid to Mr. Weiss in the past three weeks was a movement started outside the church, asking him to preach independently in one of the Opera Houses. But this movewas stopped by Mr. Weiss at once who, to use his own words said "God called me here seven years ago and I believe he will call me somewhere now."

Waukesha -Rev. J. L. Corey, pastor, is in the midst of extensive repairs on the church edifice.

Whitewater.-Rev. B. C. Preston, Pastor. One of the largest annual meetings in the history of the First Congregational Society of this city was held last Monday evening. Pres. Salisbury read the trustees' report which showed all bills paid and a cash balance on hand. In addition to this favorable showing he was enabled to report that the troublesome debt of the past few years was entirely paid. The report commended the enthuiastic work of the Ladies' Aid Society in providing sums for the placing of electric lights in the chapel and the thorough renovation of that part of the church. In view of the favorable financial condition of the church the trustees recommended that Mr, Preston's salary be increased, and the meeting by a very enthusiastic yote adopted the recommendation. Mr. Preston has labored untiringly the past year to put the affairs of the church on a good healthy basis, and his efforts were rewarded with splendid success. The Endeavor Society was representad at Nashville by two delegates whose expenses were paid by the society, and the State Convention was attended by Miss Connie Larson as delegate. The society has raised more for missions the past year than any other in its history.

Mr. Preston is giving a Sunday evening series, mainly Character sketches of "Old and New Testament saints and sinners."




Personal.




Rev. Howell Daviess, after a period of recuperation in Beloit, well equipped and well recommended, is ready for enthusiastic preaching of the gospel.

Speakers in Ripon College Chapel, on recent Tuesdays, have been-Rev. Dr. Ide, D. D., Oct. 19, on The Life and Influence of La Fayette; Rev. C. D. Campbell, of Mexico, Oct. 26, On His Missionary Experiences; Rev. W. B. Millard, of New London, Nov. 1, on The Independent Voter. The last two are alumni of the college. Rev. David L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac was expected to speak. Oct. 8, on Music as a factor in education.

At the Y. M. C. A. Convention in Waukesha, Oct. 27-30, Rev. R. A. Torry, D. D., of Chicago gave a series of Bible addresses and studies. Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, of Sheboygan, was among those who took part.




Rev. J. H. Chaudler, formerly of Rhinelander, says of the Leech Lake Indian troubles, with whose causes he is familiar, "Whisky is the root of the trouble. The management of the Indians must be taken out of the hands of politicians and put into the hands of men of high character and philanthropic spirit."

Our Baptist bretheren report 18000 communicants in Wisconsin.

President Eaton, of Beloit Collegegave an address on China before the Presbyterian Synod, in Milwaukee. The Synod will meet next year in Ashland. The Presbyterians report eight new churches, 1068 members added by confession, and 440 by letter within the year.

Mr. Chas. B. Olds, of Clinton, while pursuing his theological studies in Hartford, supplies a neighboring church at Elmwood.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with 
wide range of electives, lead- 
ing to the degrees of A.B., 
Ph.B. and B.S. 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- Its Aim.




pal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. MCCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Meneely Ball Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addressed to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.
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Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents, Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & Co.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 635 F St., Washington, D. C.




Visions of a Citizen.

Many will be gratified that the publishers make it possible for us to give the following special offer to subscribers for Our Church Life, of this suggestive and helpful collection, in different classes, of excerpts from the writings of Prof. J. J. Blaisdell.

Visions of a Citizen, and an additional year's subscription to Our Church Life, postpaid, $1.25.

The Same to Home Missionaries, and other special cases, .85.

Send orders, with cash, to Secretary H. W. Carter Beloit.
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VOL. 5.




MENASHA, DECEMBER, 1898.




Wisconsin and the World 
       Kingdom. 


We hope next month to report the sessions of Cour state Sunday school Convention just assembling in Milwaukee. It is fortunate in having such Mattractive names on its program as Dr. Nehemiah Boynton, Prof. Hamill, B. F. Jacobs and Dr. Geo. R. Merrill, as well as the Countess Schimmelmann




The largest Sunday school in the world is said to be in Stockport, England, founded 1784, and having 5000 teachers and pupils. It is said that 100,000 have been trained here since its beginning, including many persons of mark. It is unsectarian, has three libraries and an annual procession day.




At the autumnal assembly of the Congregational Union of England, Scotland and Wales, Romanizing tendencies and Romanist aggressions in England were the dominant topic of discussions. Dr. Horton, of London, introduced this motion:"That this Assembly, convinced from the history of the past and from observations of the present Catholic world that sacerdotalism triumphant portends national decay, expresses its hearty and prayerful sympathy with the section of the Church of England which is striving on the authority of scripture by the power of the Spirit to resist the inroads of their common enemy." He said they did not realize how the anti-sacerdotal part of the Church of England was waiting for them to show their sympathy and help. He had a letter from a clergyman, who said: "We in the Church of England are helpless. We look to you who are Nonconformists to rescue our country from this detestable tyranny."

The Chairman of the Union, Rev. Alfred Row. land, said in his opening address that "The Roman Catholics were not only praying for the conversion of England, but were hopefully expecting it, and their hope was based on the Anglican priesthood. It was their bounden duty as citizens and Christians to rouse their fellow-countrymen to the movement which threatened their faith and liberty, that they might resist it before it was too late. Rome had not altered since the days when she lighted the fires of Smithfield, and crushed the liberties of the people."




The October number of the Diocese, Fond du Lac, contains a plea and argument for the use of the Sanctus Bell in the services; also for the invocation




NO. 2.




of saints, outlining a petition: "Think well of us, ye dear departed Saints, now that it is well with you, and make mention of us in the ears of your King," etc; also for the use of incense in worship, as Biblical and symbolic of prayer, and of wafer




bread in the Eucharist.




Dr. Duff, of Airdale College, says a recent English paper, advocated before the Congregational Union, "the use of the 'Polychrome Bible' in the instruction of little children!" which the editor of the British Weekly characterizes as "Higher Criticism run mad."




An Edinburg Journal, commenting on the Autumn General Assemblies gravely inquires: "What is the reason of the gradual decay of the churches in Scotland?" and after locating, as it believes, the cause, proceeds to say: "Hampered as they are by the confession of faith, the young clergy are in a dilemma. They cannot tell the people frankly what they believe about the Bible, and yet, Sunday after Sunday, they have to produce sermons as nearly as possible on the old orthodox lines. Fervor, in such cases is impossible." Its conclusion is: "The theological crisis in Scotland is most




acute."




Strange as it may seem, the Westminster Reformed Presbyterian Church has just tried a minister named John Boyd, before its New York Presbytery, for the crime of voting at the Presidential election in 1896, which, it seems, is contrary to the rules of the "Covenanter" church. In what century are we living?




The ASYLUM RECORD-organ of Mr. Ishii's Faith Orphanage, Japan, prints an excellent likeness of our missionary, Rev. James H. Pettee, now in this country, and in its tender farewell address, speaks of him as "a gentle, kind, and much loved missionary." We hope Mr. Pettee may visit Wisconsin again before his return.




The Philippines are ours. Poor Spain accepts, perforce, our twenty millions, hangs her head, and weeps over her humiliation. She may be better off without them. Will our nation be better off with them? Will the Philippines be better off with us? Ten years of history to come will show. We are treading a strange new path as a nation. It is time to walk softly before God.









EDITORIAL.




Glad Tidings.

"Joy to the world, the Lord is come, 
   Let earth receive her King; 
 Let every heart prepare him room, 
   And heaven and nature sing!" 





As Christmas-tide again approaches, we do well, as Christians to think of the Good Tidings signified and celebrated by this anniversary.

If we consider the Advent historically only, we shall feel that life is worth living today, that Church life is worth sustaining, a Living Church worth praying for, and personal Christian life worth striving for. Said the Angel on that first Christmas, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people." We are not able to appreciate how good those tidings were at that moment of the world's history. True, it was in the Augustan age. The temple of Janus was closed; it was a time of comparative peace, for the din of perpetual wars had for the moment ceased, so that the song of the angels might have been heard by willing ears, was heard by a few, as they sung Peace on Earth. The reign of Augustus, though benign, had no such basis of permanent peace as the Angels knew had now come through heaven's protocol unfolded at Betllehem. The destruction of Jerusalem two generations later and the manifold corruptions of Rom", that greatest earthly power, leading to ruin, were the proof that other foundation could no man lay than that which was laid which was Jesus the Christ.

But our thought shall be chiefly of the "tidings" as "good." We as American citizens in this Annus




The tidings were glad for humanity. Vergil and Horace had sung of the New Era, the Golden Augustan Age, but that was nothing permanent. Grecian philosophers, Roman statesmen and Jewish rabbis looked for nothing beyond their near horizon, though poet and mystic did look for a new order, for some hero who should rise from Palestine to govern the world. This was the vision of ancient prophets. The world was indeed longing for the true Son of Peace, and now he had come by way of the manager, to non plus Herod and the official world, and to cheer and exalt humanity. Today, when we write the sign A. D., we celebrate, unconsciously, the event which above all others was the seal of the glad tidings which should be to all nations and peoples, and for the exaltation of hitherto oppressed and degraded humanity.

And now, if we may say it in this year of our Lord now closing, the shrieking shells sent over into Santiago and Manila Bay were glad tidings to the poor and oppressed, because they said in their message: "A people inspired with the love of Christ and man are on the way to help you in His




name."




While the Government has thus contributed the messengers to burst open the prison doors of the down-trodden. Let our churches or rather our Christian people follow up the vantage by their gifts to our worthy Missionary societies as the heralds of a new order in the islands of the ocean, over which shall float, not only the stars and stripes, but the banner of the cross, signifying, not the mere crucifix that might stand for superstitior, fear, bondage, but the liberty wherewith Christ doth set free!

Again, let the tidings be glad to our readers because He came on that first Christmas who said: "I came that they may have life and may have it abundantly." Let us rejoice that the Spirit is the gift of our Lord to us and that He is now with us




Mirabilis, had known something of good tidings moving to every good word and work, to every




Are we




and their value. We had before known the blessedness of peace as sequel of our conflicts. not now as Christians and Churches ready and prepared to comprehend, as never before, the proclamation of peace at Bethlehem, and to celebrate it in the true spirit of loyal enthusiasm? And shall we not go forth to conquor peace anew, as is our mission, in Immanuel's name, and hear with new obedience those parting words to the church: Go ye (Americans) now into all the world and preach the Gospel?

Glad tidings then; glad now to American Christians, and through them to the poor of the sea islands. Glad then, because a Savior of and from the people had come. How vast the contrast between Him and the typical Roman ruler! He came as a dutiful peasant laborer. Rome despised such. There were in the Empire three slaves to one freeman. Jesus of the Nazarine work-shop, could well say to the oppressed, whether of the province or the realm, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden." Thus slave and peasant could well shout the tidings as glad, for the Messiah would honor labor and the laborer.




self-denying act for others, to every prayer finding the ear of God every to impulse toward personal holiness and consecration.

Truly, the tidings are "rlad" at the closing of the Nineteenth as well as at the beginning of the First century; glad for the people of this Christian land, glad for the world, glad for our sisterhood of churches in Wisconsin.

If then gladness should thus be our motto, the preacher of this gospel of good news should need no extortation to preach as though he were glad and as if he had a glorious message. Of all others he should have a pleasant countenance himself, while every word should be one of encouragement and not of depression; of joy and hope and victory and abounding love.

Let us tell the people as if we believed it, that Christian life is worth living; that it is a great thing to live in this year and day and hour of grace A. D.

Brethren and sisters of the churches of this great state, let us join hands and join voices as we chant with new hope and zeal, the Gloria in Excelsis! E. N. ANDREWS.









Death of Mr. Woodmansee.

Rev. Wm. Woodmansee died at his home, in




their strength of manhood may, like their father's, continue in the love and service of the Master




Wauwatosa, November 3d, after a lingering il- until, at last, there shall be a united family




ness of more than four months. He was born Sept. 7, 1840, in the woods of Indiana, and, while still a child, moved with his parents to Iowa. He had little opportunity for schooling, being obliged to contribute to the family support by labor, and came to young manhood with only the rudiments of an education. But he was of a practical turn, with indomitable energy to undertake and accomplish. Becoming a Christian, he determined to make up his educational deficiency and enter the ministry. With that in view he attended Denmark Academy and, afterward, Oberlin college, supporting himself by his own labors. The college course was interrupted by the civil war in which he enlisted and served three years, in the 7th * O. V. I., a regiment noted for its valiant and hard service. He came out of the army with the remarkable record of having never been wounded or spent a day in the hospital. He participated in the battles of Antietam Gettysburg, Chickamauga, and the second Bull Run.

He returned to college, with his original purpose, when many in like circumstances would have turned aside to other pursuits, and, after graduating, spent two years in the theological course at Oberlin. He then went for his last year to Yale. Graduating in theology in 1871, the year he was ordained, he immediately began the active ministry in Michigan, in which state he became widely

known, as also afterwards in Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.

Mr. Woodmansee came to Wisconsin in 1890 as pastor of the church in Menasha, which he served until 1892, when he entered the work of the Children's Home Society, to which he proved especially adapted by his love for children, his tenderness of heart and his practical business judgement.

In June last he was compelled by ill health to take a season of rest, which proved to be but the beginning of the long rest from earthly labor and promotion to a higher position above.

Milwaukee Convention, at its recent meeting, adopted the following:

"Whereas our brother, Rev. Wm. Woodmansee, has been taken from our midst to his heavenly reward, we desire to put on record our thought concerning him.

We recall his beautiful Christian spirit, his cheerfulness at all times, his love of his fellow men, his simple, familiar manners, which won him the love of children and specially qualified him for his important work as Assistant Superintendent of the Children's Home Society.

We are thankful for his patience through his long sickness, his strong faith and courage, and reconciliation to the Divine will in view of approaching death, and for his quiet, peaceful falling asleep to wake in his heavenly home.

Our hearts go out in Christian sympathy to his wife with the prayer that the consolations of the Holy Spirit may be hers, and to the sons, that




above."




*Ohio Volunteer Infantry.




Dr. Faville's Resignation.




N. T. B.




It is with a widely felt and profound sorrow, not only in Appleton, but abroad in the state, and among people of all denominations, that the news is learned of Rev. John Faville's projected removal from the state to become pastor of a large field and church, in Peoria, Ill.

The writer knew Dr. Faville first as a pleasantly associated pastor in Methodist ranks. He had the pleasure of being among the first to welcome him into Congregational fellowship. He has loved him as a friend and neighbor. Dr. Faville's work among us has been of a large, broad and catholic pattern, while his manifest power, especia'ly over men, his ready executive ability, his unbounded sympathy and genial breadth of fellowship, as well as his deeply spiritual qualities, bave mide his place among us too large and potential to be readily filled. As a staunch defender of temperance and good citizenship, he will be sorely missed. His words of wisdom have been sought near and far, and his original institution, The Young Men's Sunday Evening Club, has been copied in nearly every State in the Union. In Appleton, it grew to very large and important proportions, and the Appleton church, within his ministry-not to say earlier-has held a most important institutional and wide!y ministering position.

Wisconsin will lose much in Dr. Faville's departure.




Don't Forget.




The new Treasurer of the Sunday Rest Day Association is G. W. Graoskamp, National Exchange Bank, Milwaukee.

For a time Rev. J. B. Davison, address is 160 Harmon St., Milwaukee.




Rev. J. B. Davison takes a trip to Washington, D. C., this month, stopping to preach in Toledo, O., the 4th and to attend the Anti-Saloon Convention in Cleveland. He goes to Washington to speak at the Christian Citizenship Convention, called to consider the new problems raised by our new islands.




Not a true thought, a pure resolve, or a loving act, has ever gone forth in vain.-Robertson.




He surely is in want of another's patience who has none of his own.-Lavater.
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GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR Church Life, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.
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Editorial Briefs.

"In the pure soul, altho' it sing or pray, 
  The Christ is born anew, from day to day; 
The life that knoweth him shall bide apart 
 And keep eternal Christmas in the Heart." 


Elizabeth Stuart Phelps Ward (Cut Gems.) "May she not go down-the Mayflower-as many a better ship goes down, in mid ocean? The probabilities are against her, but God is with her. She carries in her freight the future of the world's history. He whom the winds and seas obey is in her, and his angels that excel in strength are guarding her. He brings her to her predestined haven, and a new chapter opens in the history of the Universal Church and of humanity."Leonard Bacon.

Rev. T. D. Christie, D. D., President of the St. Paul College, Tarus, Asia Minor, sends $5 to Wisconsin Home Missions, and desires OUR CHURCH LIFE sent continually, He says "I wish I could do more for dear, old Wisconsin." Our greetings and thanks across seas and continents.




Sec'y Taintor of the C. C. B. S., stated at the Lemonweir Convention that he receives all the state church papers, and OUR CHURCH LIFE is the best that comes to his desk.-Wonder if he says that over in Minnesota.




*




We didn't mean to say Janesville for Jonesville in a church note of our last issue; but the best of families spill milk occasionally.




It is sadly admitted that the cipher box got unruly and ran away with the compositor in our
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November number, in the church-note descriptive of the boom at Nebagamon Lake. We really do not wish to overdraw matters-even in Wisconsin. It isn't necessary.

Yet, to tell the exact truth that "quadrillion feet of pine" is a long way back of the enterprize, and runs to the Carboniferous age, or beyond. And as to the "300,000 men" who "voted there at the last caucus," Milwaukee need not yet fear this rival in the northern woods, nor should the politicians too hastily flock thither in consternation. It is simply to be understood that if .. three hundred thousand men would attend the caucuses, instead of three hundred, everywhere in Wisconsin, we should have better times, and missionary Whitelaw would not have his hands any fuller than they are now.




*




CONGREGATIONAL WORK, like OUR CHURCH LIFE, is renewing its clubs. It is a growing and most helpful interpreter to us of the victories and needs of our "seven" benevolent societies. Every Congregational family ought to have it in the house, and every one can afford the ten cents that brings it. A good way is to set the Juniors to canvassing your households.




*
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The NEBRASKA CONGREGATIONAL NEWS seconds the motion made by the Boston Congregation alist "Would it not be well to have inserted in the Congregational Year book, opposite the name of each minister, the college and theological seminary ⠀ at which he graduated, and if he is not a graduate, leave the place blank.-English Year books do this."




The excellent likeness of Rev. Julian H. Dixon which is given as our frontispiece this month, should have appeared with the extended obituary published in the last issue. Even those who were not personally acquainted will be glad to look into the pictured face of this nobly earnest and sweet-spirited brother.

See "An Astonishing Offer," in our advertising columns. The Bible offered at this low price is the same heretofore handled by OUR CHURCH LIFE, with satisfaction to all purchasers so far as we know. The company's past honorable dealing is a pledge of satisfaction also, through their purchasing league, membership in which is offered free as an additional inducement to subscribers. Those agents who prefer a cash commission will be furnished liberal terms upon application at the Beloit office. Improve for the holidays this rare offer.




The new arrangements for issuing the paper, and on time are bringing expressions of approval. Report to Beloit at once anything needing attention.

Pastors and other agents are requested to redouble their efforts to increase the subscription list to a paying basis. list to a paying basis. Call attention to the new Bible offer.









Home Missionary Conference at From Our Missionary at Peking.




Madison.




S. Ament.




On the Inland Sea, nearing Negasaki, Japan, 
                        Sept. 27th 1898. 





My dear




-:




I left home on the fifth day of Sept., and hence have been en route a little over three weeks. We

have had a fairly pleasant trip thus far, with the 
 requsite amount of sea-sickness and the usual 
 growling at the cook and things in general. We 
 have just had a day of wonders in this beautiful 
 Inland Sea of Japan where nature and art as the 
Japanese conceive it have combined to make the 
journey one long to be remembered. We have a 
 magnificent ship, The Empress of China, and it 
 seems a veritable world in itself. If comfort is 
 possible on a sea voyage commend me to this 
 stately vessel. Great events seem to be brewing 
 in the far east. At Yokohama we heard of the 
                          of the Emperor of 
 attempted assassination 
 China, also that of the Emperor and Empress 
 of Corea. Uneasy lies the head that wears 
                                           It is 
 a crown in this part of the world. 
 simply the effervescing of new ideas. China must 
 fall in line with the great movements of the day 
 and the old nobility in Peking will find that they 
 are waging a hopeless battle in opposing progress. 
 The young Emperor is inclined to look with favor 
 on the new education and had decreed a Univer- 
 sity with entrance examinations according to 
 western methods. That was what stirred up 
 Satan. I do not know what great changes may 
 take place in the next few weeks. Only this I 
 firmly believe, all these upheavals in society will 
 eventuate in something better under the over- 
 ruling providence of God. The wind is roaring 
 outside terrifically, and it may be we shall run in- 
 to a typhoon. I do not long for such an experi- 
 ence. We have on board about 490 Chinese re- 





In the conduct by our churches of their home Extract From a Private Letter by Rev. W. missionary work a steadily increasing current of impulse and thought and purpose has been recently setting toward the goal of self support in the state. Only a few at first dared hope the event was pressing near. Then the hope sprang up strongly in so many minds that the stirring of God's Spirit was suspected. Discussion of the matter at recent annual meetings, Mr. Grassie's death, the Madeline Island Conference, the Sparta Conventions and this Conference for prayer and in spiration at Madison are way marks in this trend of conviction and effort toward the courageous assumption of our God appointed responsibility Some three score pastors and representative lay men responded to the invitation of our Executive Committee and shared the hospitality of the First Church at Madison, December 1st. Dr. Leavitt was made Chairman. Secretary Carter reviewed the movement which led up to this Conference and stated its object as being not the discussion of mere methods but the drawing near to discover the mind of the Master upon the great subject before the churches. The topic What Can Laymen do to Increase the Support of Missions? was opened by Mr. E. D. Smith and Pastor C. A. Wight and frankly discussed by others. Mr. Smith had, as yet, responses from but a small per cent of the eight hundred to whom he had written for special offerings, but the impression of the meeting was that the final result of this correspondence would be most gratifying. The topic What Can Pastors do to Increase Missionary Giving, was opened by a paper by Pastor S. T. Kidder and discussed by others. Pastor Tits worth led the thought to the profounder matter of Motive for Christ's Work, even the Christ's mind concerning it. In the evening Dr. Leavitt gave God's message, "Speak to my people that they go forward," in an address suggesting most inspiringly our resources and obligations for this Wisconsin Congregational work for Christ. The meeting closed with the Communion service conducted by Pastors Doe and Ide, whose remarks made that service suggestively sum up and emphasize the impression of the day, that Christ is calling his people forward to become more agressive doers of the Word and that what we ought to do that we can do. It should be added that it was characteristically a meeting of prayer, prayer being the body of it, the discussions only the filling. The only particular resolution or plan adopted was one looking to the enlistment of our Endeavor Societies in the movement by suggesting Feb. 2 to be by them devoted to this cause. W. M. E.




Our State Minutes.




The minutes are out, and in the substantial and attractive form in which Tracy, Gibbs aud Co. of Madison, do all their work.

Unsupplied pastors and Church Clerks, should write Registrar Miner, Madison.

If you do not hear about it in your church, ask your pastor for light. Use and pass on your copy. Most of your questions about the work are answered in it.




turning to their homes and 125 first cabin pas- 
sengers, besides as cargo, thirty car-loads of Mil- 
waukee beer for the soldiers at Manila. I should 
almost be willing to go to the bottom to head off 
such a stream of evil as that. We have on board 


two enterprising Americans going to Manila to 
collect materials for books and lectures which 
they hope to compose. 
they hope to compose. We have military and 
naval officers returning to their post of duty in 
eastern waters, and civil officers for consulate and 
legations. We have young ladies going out to 
marry men waiting to meet them (I assisted at 
one ceremony yesterday in Kobe) in Japan or 
China, and we have old fellows like myself who 
are doing the disconsolate act in leaving the best 
part of themselves behind. 


On Saturday next I hope to reach Shanghai, and about a week later I trust I shall be with my loved people in Peking.




Yours Fraternally,




W. S. AMENT.
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Janesville.......




MISSIONARY BOXES.




4.77 $81.27




.two boxes




Janesville........also two barrels of garments for the Freedmen 
Fond du Lac.......... 





...........two boxes




.......Green Bay ...Fond du Lac




LIFE MEMBerships.




Mrs. H. O. Fairchild.. 
Mrs. Libbie E. Barrett.. 





MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treasurer.




Madison, Wis., Nov. 28, 1898.
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The following was adopted at Kansas City:

Resolved: That our Board ask each state for a definite number of subscriptions to Mission Studies, sending out this list with the annual apportionn.ents. That this work be supplemented by the state officers, apportioning the number among the Associations; and that each Auxiliary have a solicitor to secure subscriptions, believing, as we do, that every Christian woman should read it.

The number now taken in Wisconsin is 531. It is hoped that the number will be increased to 800. Will you take it?




YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK.




Miss Anne B. Sewell, State Secretary, sends the following rclating to Young People's Work:

The Young Ladies' Circle of Grand Ave. Church, Milwaukee, is the first to pledge for the coming year, $100.

The Windsor Christian Endeavor Society hopes to furnish the drug room, and the Evansville Intermediates a bed in Dr. Goddard's hospital.

So many societies the past year failed to send the full amount of their pledges that only $505 were received. $300 of necessity go to medical work. All over that goes to the hospital, which received only $205.

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. the full amount, we shall have the $700 hoped for.

If each society will increase its pledges one third, and pay




OFFICERS.




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. N. T. BLAKESLE, Milwaukee; Mrs. R. C. DENISON, Janesville.




ton.




Corresponding Secretary-MisS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stongh

Recording Secretary-MRS. H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. 
Treasurer-MRS. A. T. STACY, Emerson Hall Beloit. 


           FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR NOVEMBER. 
  Auxiliaries, $39.01; Young Ladies, $11.55; Endeavor Socie- 
ties, $31.90; Jr. Endeavor Societies, $8,75; Wee Folks' Band, 
$1.00; Dime Fund, $2.25; Beloit District Convention, 50c; S. 
W. District Convention, for Miss Ellsworth, $10.00; Prot. 
Home for the aged, $1.00. 





Total.........




Less Expenses...




.$105.96 
   30.00 
  $75.96 





MRS. A. T. STACY, Treasurer.




Christmas is at hand. Nothing would be more appropriate than to remember Christ's natal day with a gift to his work among the benighted nations to whom his heart went out in love. In, as, much as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me."




W. B. M. I.




The annual meeting was held in Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 1 to 3. The next meeting has been secured for our own state, and will be held in Madison in October 1899. This will be a rare opportunity. Each Auxiliary ought to be represented by delegates and as many others as can attend. Now is the time to begin to plan for it. Do not put it off until next summer after vacation-and then perhaps conclude not to go; but settle the matter now. Resolve, "We will be represented," "I will go," and then work to that line.




A Sample of Benevolent Appeal.

CONGREGATIONAL PARSONAGE,




New London, Wis., Nov. 4, 1898. MY DEAR FRIENDS:-This is a year of great movements. Following the victories on land and sea, the reign of liberty, justice and christianity sweeps out and embraces rich and fertile islands in two oceans, so that it is no longer proper for us to use the expression, "from New York to San Francisco;" but when we wish to speak of our national limits hereafter we msst say from "Puerto Rico to Manila." The imperial spirit took possession of the meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, which was held at Grand Rapids, Mich., a few weeks ago, and instead of talking of debt and retrenchment, they adopted as their motto, "A forward movement all along the line."

And now our own state catches the inspiring idea, and at the Sparta convention it was voted that we, as a state assume self support. This courageous resolve to lift the name of "Wisconsin" off from the books of the National Society is in line with the other events of this heroic year, and will, I am sure, find spirited response from our own church. It is estimated that a sum equal to one dollar for every member of the Congregational church in Wisconsin will be necessary to carry on the work in our own state, without calling on the Nation. al Society for help. At this rate the share of our church will be $. While this is much more than we have ever done for the cause of home missions it is no more than we ought to do; and if a true christian enthusiasm will inspire us to conscientious and proportionate giving we will do it easily. It rust that our annual offering, next Sunday, for Home Missionary work, will be by far the largest we have ever made, and will represent much prayer and real self-sacrifice.
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Books, Pamphlets, Exchanges.

AIDS TO COMMON WORSHIP. Service of Holy Scripture from he Revised Version, in the readings preferred by the American revisers. The Century Company, New York, 1887. Fine cloth, red edges p p. 413.

This is a book of worship prepared by Rev. Richard G. Green, a Congregational pastor, for use in Christian congregations, adapted to each Sunday of the year, following-not the "Christian year-and yet a calendar that emphasizes some special days like Christmas, New Year, Crucifixion, Resurrection and Pentecost days, with special adaptations, readings, responses and hymns for morning and evening worship. Its common order is:-1, Introductory sentence of scripture followed by a congregational response set to music, usually in chant form. 2, scripture lessons assigned from Old Covenant, Gospel, and Apostolic Word. 3, Responsive Lesson-some Psalm in parallels. 4, a Psalm chant, from music and words at hand. 5, Prayer of the day, or prayers, in very brief suggestive form. sometimes with liturgic responses. 6, Confession of Christian Faith.-Apostles' Creed. 7. Song of Ascription. Te Deums, Glorias etc. 8. Offertory sentences and forms of blessing. 9, Place for sermon. 10, Ascriptions and Benedictions.

All but the prayers-and they, very largely, are in Scriptural words. The hymns and music are well chosen, and Recognition, Communion and Baptismal services are appended. Not many of our churches are vitualistic enough to adopt the book, but any pastor will find his devotional service helped and enriched by its great variety of offered suggestions.




PAMPHLETS.




MORMONISM AND THE MORMONS. An epitome, by Rev. A. M. Bullock, Ph. D.-Breeze Printing Co., Menasha, Wis.

This brochure of Dr. Bullock, of the Wisconsin M. E. conference, is an up to date statement of the cold facts, boiled down, of present day Mormonism; and is a most convenient source of reliable materials for any one who wishes to know, or present to others, the exact case, today, of this gigantic lie and abomination. The history of Mormonism is briefly sketched, with careful reference notes, following which the Mormon tenets, practices, and relation to government under various headings, are treated, with extracts from its own literature, making a lurid indictment of this monstrous iniquity which is straining every nerve to gain converts in Wisconsin.

INVESTMENTS. Permanent, secure, non-defaulting. How to make them; by Wm. H. Rice, Esq. George E. Marshall and Co. Printers, 144-6 Monroe St., Chicago. 5c. per copy; $3 per hundred.




1




This novel title marks a fresh and delightfully clear argument, by a Chicago business man who practices as he preaches, finely illustrated from Scripture and Literature, and with heart, life and conviction in every line, attesting the Christian obligation and Christian benefits in proportionate and systematic giving. It appeals practically and shrewdly to business men. Our Missions and Benevolence Committee, would find it a most helpful compaign document.

THE CHILD AND THE SMALL LIBRARY, by Miss L. E. Stearns, Librarian of the Wisconsin Free Library Committee, reprinted from the Commissions Second Biennial Report, illustrated, October 1898.

TWO YEARS' PROGRESS IN THE LIBRARIES OF WISCONSIN, by Frank A. Hutchins, Secretary Wisconsin Free Library Commission, similarly reprinted. Illustrations include a specially fine full page half-tone of the Elisha D. Smith Free Library,




Menasha.




These two fervent apostles of library extension in Wisconsin, both eloquent of speech and soul and zealous of good works, give here many delightful facts concerning the unprecedented recent progress of libraries in our state, and the special ways and appliances by which attention is directed to cultivating the reading habit in the younger children. Both are comforting reading for Wisconsin's jubilee year.




LONGFELLOW TO BE ILLUSTRATED.

Last year Charles Dana Gibson illustrated "The People of Dickens" for The Ladies' Home Journal. The pictures were so successful that this year, and dnring next year, W. L. Taylor, the New England artist who has made such rapid strides in his art, will illustrate "The People of Longfellow"-also for The Ladies Home Journal. The poems selected are "The Psalm of Life," "Hiawatha," "Evangeline," "The Courtship of Miles Standish," The Children's Hour. "The Village Blacksmith," and others. Minnehaha and Hiawatha appear in December. THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, Philadelphia.




FORCING BULBS IN WINTER.




Forcing bulbs for winter flowering may be hastened or retarded by the amount of warmth used. To hurry them along use more heat; to keep them back put them in a cool place. Those forced by excessive warmth are inferior to those allowed a longer time to develop and their flowers will not last as long.-December Ladies Home Journal.




THE LIVING AGE FOR 1899.




The long continued life of this venerable and valuable eclectic is another instance of the survival of the fittest, in that it, the best of all, has absorbed or survived every one of its numerous rivals or imitators. Its present vitality is evidenced by the




announcement that The Eclectic Magazine, f New York, its oldest and most important competitor, will, with the issue of January 1899, be consolidated with THE LIVING AGE, and be hereafter known as The Eelectic and Month v Edit on o. The Living Age.

The remarkable success of THE LIVING AGE is ow'ng to the fact that it enables one with a comparatively small outlay of time and money, to keep pace with the best thought and literature of the day. Hence its importance t› ever. American reader.

This magazine has never better fulfilled the purpoi dicated by its title than during the past year. Its weekli sue has enabled it to give its readers promptly the views o te ablest British and Continental journals, magazines and r. i.ws, upon all questions of general interest.

In a Monthly Supplement a department was intro laced two years ago giving "Readings from New Books." This will be continued, and a new editorial department devote to notes on "Books and Authors" added.

The prospectus for 1899, which appears i anɔth r column, is well worth the attention of all who are secting then reading matter for the new year. To new subcribers rem............“~ now for 1899, the intervening numbers of 1898. are son. gratis.

THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATIONALIST ackno ledges the receipt of its attractive contemporary from Wisconsin, and appreciates its fraternal expressions. Church Luc does the Wisconsin brethren great credit. We know from experience the work involved in preparing such a news letter each month. But on the other hand the churches in such a commonwealth as Wisconsin, must have an organ to bring before the churches the common interests of their state.-Northwestern Congreg'st. THE BIBICAL WORLD, for November, ha: The Road to Jerusalem, in frontispiece, an editorial en Authoritative Biblical Preaching. Dr. Selah Merrill adds an llustr..ted paper on "Within thy Gates, Jerusalem." Dr. ames T. Bixby treats "The Buddha's Pach of Salvation." D Far ice writes on Expository Preaching, and Prof. E. B. llai on The Prophet as Poet,-a fine number.

One of the best things we can say for CUT GE-eponential of pulpit illustrations is that our readers are vrting to inquire where it is published, and admiring our e: r..cts therefrom. Care of Rev. G. W. Plack, Troy, New York




OTHER EXCHANGES.




The Church Economist; 111 5th Avenue N. Y N thwestern Congregationalist, Minneapolis; American Ass ger, New York; The Commcns, Chicago; Public Libr·ries Chicago; The North western Mail, Madison, Wis.; Chri tian Advocate, Green Bay, etc.




Personal.




1 College; IndepenIond du




Speakers in Tue day Morning Chapel Course, Rip Nov. 8, Rev. W. P. Millard, of New London, on "Th dent Voter." Nov. 15, Rev. David L. Holbrook, o Lac, on Music as an element of liberal education. Nov. 22 Pastor Kidder, o the Ripon church, on a half hou i Westminister Abbey- llustrated by charts. Nov. 29, R v. C. C. Campbell of Har ord-class of 1882-on "Now or Never" as a motto pertinent student days. It was admirably presented and illustrated, a 1 took strong hold. The first of Professor Lane's series of c servatory concerts was rendered, Nov. 16, by the Spiering S.. ng Quartet. Mr. Emil Lieb i:, of Chicago, is giving a series of Piano Recitals and lecs to the pupils of Milwaukee Dwner College. The stu le ts re 'dered a La Fayette program. Nov. 19, and contribute.l to the monument fund. President Sabin attended the opening of the Teacher's College, in Chicago, and spoke in Grand Avenue Congregational church Septemb 25, on Religion as a 'acto in education. Rev. C. H. Macki itosh, of River Falls, gave a chapel talk October 10. The wals of the new buildings are up and the roofs about complete.

Rev. F. N. Dexter has closed a series of unusually int resting meetings in Hillsbo: o, and gone home for a mich neded rest. Mrs. Dexter has been seriously ill.

Prof. Hersey, late principal of the North Wisconsin Acad my, Ashland, has become assistant principal in Beloit Academ. Rev. Arthur G. Beach, pastor of the Ashland church, wil act as temporary principal of the Academy.




EIGHTY BEAUTIFUL YEARS.




Everybody in Ripon, au 1 many outside of Ripon, in all the world, love and venerate Mrs. Clarissa Tucker Tracy, who has served the college almost from its inception, and still serves as she is able, and whose generations of young people, in all the world, call her blessed.

It was a deeply interesti: g event, therefore, when, Nov. 12 her eightieth birthday was observed. At one p. m., her spe. 'al friends were bidden, dainti! feasted, and privileged to listen to a program of tributes a id congratulations conducted by Dr. Edward H. Merrell--opening with a brief poem of welcome and reminiscence by Mrs. 1racy. Many tokens of loving egard remained behind as te guests departed, including en elegent china cabinet from the students.

In the evening Mrs. Tracy ept open house to the students and people of Ripon, and was througed with their felicitation.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT.




Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                      J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY, 
        Rev. Joseph Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, REV. O. L. Robinson, Rev. J. L. Holbrook, Rev. A.L. McClelland, 
                          REV. W. M. Ellis, Rev. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wisconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address care of Superintendent. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.'

Financial Statement for November 1898.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHurches.

Auroraville, $16 27. Brillion. $2.80 British Hollow and 
 Potosi, $25.00; De Pere, $18.50; Easton, 60c; Harris 
 Ridge, $6.51; Hillsboro. $2.00; Jonesville, $4 00; Ke- 
 waunee, $4.50; Maple Ridge, $6,76; Milwaukee Grand 
 Ave, $49.75; Milwaukee North Side, $5.00; Milwau- 
 kee Swedish, $2.00; New Chester, $2.55; New Lon- 
 don, $26.10; Prescott, $123.75; Rio, $5.00; Sparta, 
 $1.00; Steuben. $1.85; Trempealeau, $14.00: Wau- 
 pun L. M. S., $6.00; White Creek, $1.67; Wyocena, 
 $6.12. 





Total........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

A friend; Beloit, $30.00; Hon. E. P. Sawyer, Oshkosh, $25.00; a friend, Beloit, $20 00; Theo. Schni zler, Watertown. $10 00; Cynthia Tichenor, Milwaukee. $10.00; Harriet Demin, Milwaukee, $5 00; Helen Denison, Whitewater, $5.00; Mrs. Mary D. Winchester, Whitewater. $5.00; Rev. T. D. Christie, Constantinople, Turkey, $5.00; Mrs D. L. Lebbey, Oshkosh, $5 00; Peter Tompkins, Milton, $2.00; a friend, Beloit, $1.00.
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$305.63




$122.00




200 5050




.$4.81.13




729.06 481.13 .$1210.19
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The great motive of Christ within us and the main issue of entire selfsport in accordance with the vote of the Sparta convention, vere pushed by Pres. Leavitt, Messrs. Titsworth, Ide, Wight, E D. Smith, Doe, Leffing well, Preston, Cols. Hollister, Warner and others.

The meeting was one of much prayer, good-fellowship, and inspiration. One said, "not until this meeting, have I had the faith and courage to say that w` could do it, but now I say move forward to entire selfsupport at once."









Notes of Interest.




The December 1st Convention at Madison in the interests of of our "Home Missionary Forward Movement" ogether with the observance at the home prayer meetings that week of the same object, ought to give continued stimulus to this movement of preminent importance.

We have gone too 'ar to allow any backward step. The interests are too vital to be crippled by assuming a burden for which adequate provision is no made.




Pastors generally have pledged themselves to the effort to secure something from everybody, and where consistent a sum total equaling as many dollars as they have resident members. Is your name on this roll of honor? If not, may we not have it at once?




A strong puil and a pull all together will be a long pull ahead.




The time for the March report is fast approaching. Arrange vour date of offering for this, please.

Determination will do the deed that ought to be done.

A fur coat, mittens and lap robe, would add greatly to the comfort and efficiency fore of our new young missionaries, who has long cold rides to take in making his extensive Sabbath circuit.




By vote of North Wiscon in representatives, the page heading of the North Wisconsin District has been consolidated with that of the State Society's page. Through a misunderstanding, Bro. Whitelaw's desigi ation was erroneously entered in the last issue, and should be as corrected in this. (See Home Missionary Page.)




New Churches.




Nine new churches, were added to Wisconsin's Congregational fellowship for the year ending Oct. 1, 1898, viz: Jonesville, Adams Co., with 12 members Oct. 12, '97; Saxeville, Waushara Co.. 15 members Nov. 11, with meeting-house dedicated upon the same date, Eland; Shawano Co., 9 members Dec. 14; Hadlock, Adams Co., 9 members Feb. 24, not yet recognized by council; Hazel Green, Grant county, 40 members, received from Primitive Methodists April 13; Bobbs Mills, Clark county, 14 members Aug. 16; Hewitt, Clark county, 24 members Sept. 8; Medford, Taylor county, 19 members Sept. 6; Port Washing. ton, Ozaukee county, 27 members Sept. 26.

The last two named start out selfsupporting. The others, with one exception, strengthen existing fields without adding to present Home Missionary expenditure.

Washburn, Clark county, with 22 members was organized Oct. 27, the third in Bro. Willan's field and steps are on foot for completing the organization at Vesper, Wood county, and at East Pepin with about 35 members, an out station seven miles north of Mondovi.




Endeavor Day-Wisconsin Day.

By vote of the Madison Conference Dec. 1st, all Congrega tional Endeavorers in the state are recommended to make Feb. 2nd Endeavor Day, or some near date, a day of special observance in the interests of the "Forward Movement of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society." It is urged that a special extra offering be made at that time and forwarded at once to Treasurer Blackman, Whitewater. The offering to be the result of a social, a consecration or a coin-secration service











or of such other plan as can most wisely be adopted in the particular locality.

All Endeavorers are urged to join heartily in this forward movement and in this offering as additional to their gifts.




Local Home Missionary rallies are asked, for several sections of the state, and are desired for all. Can you not arrange to gather the churches of your locality for special conference, fellowship and prayer in the interests of entire selfsupport for Wisconsin? Fix your rally and offering early. Certainly so as to report before March. Secure your own helpers, get some one who was at the Madison conference to give you a touch of its uplifting on-moving spirit. Write the Beloit office for help from the list of volunteers, if desired.




Words From North Wisconsin.

BY THE DISTRICT MISSIONARY.




It is said that figures never lie. But it must be admitted that at times they tell strange stories. This was the case in the last issue ɔf "Church Life" when by multiplying the writers figures by one thousand all of the men in the state were made to vote at a recent caucus in the village of Lake Nebagamon and all the pine in this northern region was made tributary to the new enterprise. See: 300,000 men and 1,000,000,000,000 feet of pine. I adjure you editors, type-setters, proof-readers and all others who have anything to do with our noble paper add not another cipher to these figures. Divide rather by one thousand and you will get some idea of the importance of a town that has sprang into being since last July and is still building with an energy that brooks no delay on account of snow and winter weather.

From twelve to fifteen years will be required to cut the pine, to say nothing of hardwood and other valuable timber that will last for a generation. Furthermore the soil is of such a character that when the timber is cut off good farming lands will be left to give permanence to the present and future growth of the town.

Surely the church of Jesus Christ should be a factor in the life of this new community. The people need the gospel as all people do. They must love the gospel as all must love who would know the Son of God. "But how shall they hear without a preacher" We turn to our great national society that has done and is still doing so much for North Wisconsin and find it so burdened by debt that no money is to be had to help sustain the gospel in this needy and promising field.

Hence we are left to the alternative of abandoning the field or inducing some man of God to undertake the work upon his own responsibility and sacrifice if need be time and money, without financial, and we might almost say, moral support from the great Body of Christ which is the Church of living God.

The instance cited is but one of many where a small expenditure of money at the present time would result in very much good by giving the gospel to the people who are the pioneers and founders of new cities, villages and country communities that are destined at no distant day to play an important part in the civilization of our state. The fields are white to the harvest but the laborers are few. And few, it is sad to say, because some among the professed followers of our Lord who have been wonderfully prospered in the things of life fail to discover the need, or having discovered, still withhold that which is meet. What must be the thought of Him who sits over against the treasury and beholds the gifts of His people.

I have sometimes felt that self-support for the entire state was a necessity that the real needs of this northern region might be discovered and the burden of responsibility rolled home upon the hearts of our people. To others, mothers, brothers and sisters of South Wisconsin your own kith and kin in large numbers are to be found in these northern sections and in giving the gospel to this people you are giving to your own. It is true that the foreigner is here in considerable numbers as is true in the southern portion of our state, but his children are being educated in our public schools and learning our ways. Ere long there will be no dividing line among us. Surely it is the part of wisdom to so direct our work as to be able at the opportune moment to offer him the best possible in the way of religious privileges. J. D. WHITELAW.

Missions and Benevolence.




A Responsibility Specified.

"If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove." This seems to mean that the faith which, however small in certain dimensions, has vitality and makes the necessary connection with the forces which God has provided to move things, mountains, mustard fiber or missions, will accomplish what may appear impossible to those who lack faith, who do not understand the relation of things. For faith is not a foamy, foundationless enthusiasm cast up temporarily by the churning of man-devised hobbies. It is the




finding of a rock foundation. It is the apprehension of Godformed forces and principles in accordance with which Divine plans are wrought out. We may well pray for such a faith in this matter of the missionary responsibilities which lie before




us.




Those who hear most clearly the Providential call to our churches for enthusiastic and aggressive support of our various missionary and reform enterprises, feel a gap between the opportunity and the response which causes many an anxiety and many a proposal for the remedy. Let us suggest that doubtless matters of this sort need profound searching and radical treatment. When the farmer finds that, notwithstanding well-greased wheels, stout harness and due application of the whip, his load is not gotten to town, he may profitably give serious consideration to the matter of horse flesh and horse disposition. Good oats internally applied to those balking steeds and the cultivation of a courageous disposition on their part may permanantly improve this farmer's marketing facilities. He needs to see the true relation of things and that a hickory stick can add no permanent pulling power to his team. The old setters say that the springs which used to abound among these hills are drying up. No one supposes that this is because hundreds of cattle have these years been drinking from them. It must be either because, for some reason, the heavens have yielded less abundant showers or because the hillsides have some how forgotten their art of drinking in and containing these showers. When a man is weak from over work or illness he needs, not a stimulant, but food. Neuralgic pains we understand are cured, not by blisters, but by tonics. If there appears anywhere on the part of our churches a balking, a shrinking of the springs of benevolence, a faintness under the tasks God is putting upon us, a manifest pain at the mention of missions, shall we not understand that our missionary problems are profounder than can be solved by resolutions and pledges, and committees and devices for getting money out of those not interested in the object to which it is to be devoted? Indeed are there not a number of church problems that may find a common solution?

Genuine spirituality, fellowship with Christ, a living and joyful sense of the value of our life in Hini, self-sacrificing and enthusiastic loyalty to Him, and that compassion and fraternal feeling for our fellow men which His Spirit creates together with a clear vision of the infinite difference between the having and the not having the Gospel Light, will surely furnish an increasing spring of missionary interest. The apostlic church had some experiences which made them a missionary an I benevolent community as naturally and necessarily as fire spreads among combustible material. Doubtless our churches all need similar experiences, a new sensing of the Eternal Gospel, a fresh baptism of that Spirit who is purity and love and fire, before our missionary work is supported as the Master would have it. The successful missionary and the liberal contributor to missions are each profoundly spiritual minded men, men who have grown into a noble passion for Christ, whose thoughts turn frequently, lovingly, proudly, enthusias tically to Him and to this work for souls. There is no problem of interesting that kind of Christians in missions. The problem is to produce more of that kind of Christia s. When the faith that is in our churches becomes more generally of that vital kind which grasps the mind of Christ and is possessed by his Spirit then the mountains of anxiety which is upon those who love our mission work at home and abroad will be removed into the sea of What Has been.

In the November Church Life we pressed the responsibility for this missionary revival upon the pastors, and upon them and those who believe themselves interested in this aggressive work of the churches we still leave it. The above suggestion is for them. It is intended to specify the definite thing to be sought in pushing for a revival of missionary interest. Of course our duty will not be completed without a due amount of emphasizing the missionary aspect of our faith, a due portion of instruction in missionary history and present activities and needs, and a due attention to the directing of the missionary interest of the church. But the first and chiefest and last thing to be sought is the Christ life in the hearts of our people. How absolutely essential then that ourselves know Him well and will walk habitually with Him. W. M. ELLIS.

Ministerial Movements.

Atcheson, Rev. Wm. H., formerly of Bloomer, accepts call to Baldwin and Hammond.

Blodgett, Rev. Chas. E., of Burlington, called to church of the Redeemer, St. Louis Mo.-Declines.

Chambers Rev, Geo. R., accepts call from Milton to Genesee. Davies, Rev. Howell, is called to Sharon.

Faville, Rev. John, Ph. D., resigns at Appleton to accept call to Peoria Ill.

Gerrie, Rev. Wm. A., Clintonville, called to Durand;-declines. Jacobs, Rev. H. H. has resigned at Milwaukee Pilgrim, to accept other than ministerial service.

Richardson, Rev. Henry L., of Milwaukee,-late of Riponaccepts a hearty call to supply six months at Racine, with view to settlement.

Ream, Rev. W. T., has resigned at Cumberland..

Spence Rev. James A., has accepted call from Winnepeg, Man., to Green Bay for five months, with view to permanency.









Sabbath Reform Department.

Defense of the Lord's Day.

Voltaire said, "There is no hope of destroying the Christian religion so long as the Christian Sabbath is kept by men as a sacred day." Dr. Brand of Oberlin said, "The vast majority of backsliding begins in some form of Sabbath desceration." Statesmen and historians generally agree that the Christian Sabbath is the chief foundation of our American civil libertv. What more vital work, then, can there be than the defense of this foundation of the church and nation? The annual meeting of the Sunday Rest Day Association was an inspiring and encouraging occasion. Never before has such a convention in our state been so well attended or so enthusiastic. $200 increase in receipts was reported, one half from Congregational gifts. Withont this increase the work must have stopped. Without a still lar increase the coming year it cannot go on. Report of...k done need not be given here, as it will be sent to pastors and it is hoped, by them be presented to the churches.

Three great questions were discussed. The Sabbath keeping of our church members. This is improving. But it must be lifted to a much higher standard before we can successfully defend the Sabbath from the infidel, the saloonist, the greedy capitalist and the lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God. Our pastors and spiritual leaders must so exalt the standard of the church that members in good standing will not be riding on Sunday trains, trading at meat markets Sunday, taking Sunday papers, or requiring employees to work in shop or factory on Sunday. This is the most vital, imperative work for Sabbath defense.

The discussion of Sunday work in factories showed that thousands in our state are being, so crushed in body, manhood, and character by this form of Sunday slavery as not only so ruin their souls, but to transform them from useful into dangrous citizens; and that when their employers are church members, they are thereby taught to hate the church.

The other subject of discussion was Sun lay excursions. The increase and character of these excursions furnish cause for serious alarm. Why do they so multiply? Those having parks to let and the Turner and other infidel societies ask the railroad managers for the excursions and offer large cash security for its financial success, claiming to represent the great public in a city eager to be visited by an excursion, and the masses of laboring men who must be permitted to get away from their homes, and have pure air and quiet rest, in order to be made strong enough to endure another week's toil. By extensive advertizing and promises of rest and fun, and cheap rates, tens of thousands are drawn into these excursions. In the excitement of the crowd, the dance, and the abundance of intoxicants, most of them are prepared to return between 10 p. m. and 3 a. m., so demoralised in body and brain as to be unfit for Monday's work; far worse off than if they had spent the day in their ordinary toil. Generally the cities visited are filled with pandemonium, demoralizing the youth, and sowing seeds of godlessness and lawlessness.

This discussion brought out the pleasing fact that last summer both the American and the Polish priests in Stevens Point warned their people to keep away from the incoming Sunday excursions, especially from the afternoon and evening dances. Priests, Lutheran pastors, and prominent business men generally deplore such incoming Sunday excursions. But the mass of order loving people do not make their voice heard. The great majority are on the right side, but are ruled by a few who are noisy and united. They might stem the flood-tide of evil, if only they would stand together and speak out with vigor. Hard, courageous work would conquor; but quiet, discouraged mourning over the mischief leaves it to increase more and more. But that is about all order loving people in our cities have been doing lately to check Sunday excursions. If, early next season, all who really deplore this evil will make their voice heard unitedly, these evils will be largely diminished. To prepare the way for this result was the purpose of this discussion.




How It May be Done.

SAMPLE INVITATION TO A HOME MISSIONARY RALLY, 
       SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 
                             Beloit, September 30, 1898. 


To Members and Friends of the Church: 
  Next Sunday, Oct. 2, is to be Rally Day for Home Missions 
in Wisconsin. We have made no special offering to this most 
important cause since September 1897, and our regular con- 
tributions make a very small showing. The necessity of the 
Wisconsin Home Missionary Society is great, and we have not 
done our share as a church towards relieving this distress. I 
enclose envelopes with the request that liberal contributions 
be enclosed therein, and handed in next Sunday. 





Let us aim




to raise $100. If 5 persons give $5 each, 25 give $1 each, 50 give 50 cents each and 100 give 25 cents each, it can be done. Each must decide how much to give, but let us all decide generously, as the Lord deals with us. Faithfully yours,




W. W. SLEEper.




Our Christian Academies.




Endeavor Acadamy.




Endeavor Academy opened its fall term, October 24. The number of students, as expected under the circumstances, was small at first but has continually increased. The prospect is good for a much larger attendance during the winter term. Secretary Clifton, of the Education Society, has recently spent two days on the field assisting the Principal in completing the canvass for funds. Nearly $800.00 have been raised in the village and immediate vicinity for the school.

The assistance thus rendered by the Education Society through its Secretary has been invaluable. The points in the situation to which attention is especially ealled are the following:

I. The reorganization of the Board, and change in manage




ment.




This was harmoniously effected, with expressions of good will. Every member of the old Board voluntarily resigned and their places were filled with those nominated by the State committee. The resignation of the retiring Principal was accepted with the "sincere wish on the part of the Board of Trustees, that the Lord's way of peace and prosperity would shortly open to Brother and Sister Child, and that their future might be filled with joy and comfort."

II. The endorsement by the State Convention. The reportof the special committee recommended "the vigorous prosecution of the work under the new administration, and the hearty endorsement of and cooperation in the Endeavor Academy work by the pastors and churches of the state and especially of the region adjacent to Endeavor.

III. The increased Academy facilities.

Mr. Child's house has been purchased to be used, when needed, as a Young Ladies' Hall. Logan Hall furnishes accommodation for young men. The building on Main street affords two good recitation rooms.

IV. The new life and growth of the viilage.

It is rapidly developing as a shipping point. The books of the Wis. Central R. R., for August this year, show $1286 receipts against $330 for the same month last year, a gain of nearly 400 per cent.

This past season a grist and saw mill, a potato warehouse, a grain warehouse, a new store, harness shop and lumber yard are among the additions. It might be added in this connection that there is an opening, for a blacksmith shop, a meat market, a cheese factory or creamery, and some man of means to build half a dozen neat cottages to rent to accommodate the families that are now seeking homes here. Even more than these are needed seventy-five or a hundred manly boys and earnest girls to profit by the educational advantages the place now offers.

Address Rev. R. L. Cheney Principal, Endeavor, Merritt ville P. O., Wis.




Central Wisconsin ought to be proud of the way in which Endeavor is taking fresh courage and moving on. Ripon College will doubtless find it to her purpose to extend over it her wing of shelter and cooperative sympathy.




J. M. Barrie, the Scottish Novelist, said, on his visit to America in '96, "The thing which struck me most of all about your country is your colleges and universities. They are the most splendid things in America."

Our Wisconsin High Schools do splendid work. Yet the Academy fills a unique place, and has a legitimate function of its own. It makes men and women; takes unformed young people and gives them a start toward the college that will carry them farther, and sets their ambitions distinctly toward careers of Christian leadership.

Endeavor Academy has not even a high school rival within many miles, and a large group of young people, in Marquette and neighboring counties, will find it a remarkable opening for them. May the 11 students soon become as many




seores.




The Names of the Apostles in Hexameter. Simon whose surname was Peter-the Lord called him Cephasand Andrew.

James and John; sons of thunder-Boanerges, their Master once called them.

Philip who sought for Nathanael, found him and brought him to Jesus,

Brought to the Savior Nathanael, true son of Israel, guileless, Called oft Bartholomew. Matthew, once Levi; and Thomas who doubted.

James who was son of Alphaeus; Lebbaeus, or Judas the faithful,

Surnamed Thaudaeus; and Simon Zelotes. Next, Judas the traitor 
His place was taken by one named Matthias; with him the 
     list endeth. 
                                                J. N. DAVIDSON, 





Two Rivers. 1898.









District Convention.




Beloit Convention at Evansville.

Chicago Jubilee weather, delivered with emphasis, greeted the opening of Beloit Convention at Evansville on the 25th of October. The meeting was held in the tasteful audience room of the Congregational church Some eighteen churches sent representatives through the blizzard, to the meeting.

Rev. Geo. C. Lachridge was chosen moderator and Rev. John H. Kimball secretary. After the organization Rev. J. Collie presented a devotional study of the 8th Psalm. Sec'y Carter spoke encouragingly of the present effort to increase the income of the Home Missionary society, and explained that the pledge, which pastors are now signing, means chiefly, not the securing of a dollar per resident member, but rather a promise to seek to secure something from each member.

General Missionary Dexter then gave an interesting account of his work, a work which strikes some of us as the most strictly missionary of any that we are doing in Wisconsin.

Dr. Leavitt, of Beloit, spoke on "How to Raise the Standard of Benevolence in our Churches." His address was marked by his usual clearness and vigor of speech. Benevolent offerings should be provided as we provide for the demands of business. Our offerings should not be limited to any one object; the varied claims of humanity should meet with a response from




us.




The Christian Endeavor meeting came on Tuesday evening, and was as deeply an interesting hour as an Endeavor meeting could be, with the Endeavorers left out.

Rev. John H. Kimball gave an address on "Service and Individualism," marked by thoughtfulness and clear statement. Rev. C. A. Wight spoke with impressive earnestness on "Christianity and Young Manhood."

The devotional service of Wednesday morning, conducted by Rev. A. L. McClelland, of Milton, revealed the longing of Christian hearts for the quickening of the inner life.

"The Duty of the Pastor in the Presentation of New Truth" was discussed by Rev. R. C. Denison, of Janesville, with that freshness and vigor of thought which we have learned to look for when he speaks. Rev. S. P. Wilder read a paper on "The Atonement as Set Forth in Rom. 3:23-26." The discussion was conducted with great thoroughness and ability by Mr. Wilder. It is hoped that the paper will be published. It combats the "forensic" view of righteousness. The topic for the devotional meeting in the afternoon was "Worship in the Home." The meeting was led by Rev. H. O. Spelman in the absence of Rev. W. W. Sleeper. Mrs. Olds presided in the Woman's hour, which was very profitably occupied by Miss Sewell, Mrs. Hutton and Miss Walker. The "Free Parliament on the Sunday School, was quite interesting and profitable, made so by addresses from Rev. C. A. Osborne, Pres. Eaton and Revs. S. P. Wilder and H. A. Miner. The fitting climax of these sessions of convention was the address of Pres. Eaton, delivered to a crowded house, on "Some Problems of the Far East." For an excellent convention garnished with fine hospitality, commend me to Brother Short and his people. J. C.




Milwaukee District Convention.

The Milwaukee District Convention was entertained by the hospitable people of Mukwonago on Nov. 14 and 15.

Rev. J. R. Ward was chosen Moderator, and the Convention sermon was preached by the retiring Moderator Rev. F. S. Sawyer, on "The Knowledge of God," the text being Heb. VIII 10 and 11.

The exercises of the Convention were marked by a practical and spiritual tone.

Among the themes considered was, "The Developement of the Christian Graces," viewed in relation to men in business life, by Mr. Geo. M. Heckendorn,-in relation to those in trial and emergency by Rev. G. H. Ide, and viewed in contrast to mere doctrinal clearness, by Rev. B. J. H. Shaw.

"The Application to Life of Certain Great Passages of Scripture" was another theme. With this end in view Rev. I.L. Cory treated of 2. Cor. V:21, and Rev. J. Titsworth of Eph. IV:24.

At the closing service, "Spiritual Epochs in Great Lives" was a subject presented by Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, and Rev. N. T. Blakeslee.

In view of the Forward Movement in Home Missions, that subject occupied a prominent place on the program. Addresses were made by Sec. H. W, Carter and by Rev. G. R. Leavitt, setting forth the Home Missionary problems before us as a state, and our responsibilities in respect to those problems. Mr. J. O. Myers, delegate to the recent National Council, at Portland, gave an interesting report of that meeting.

The Woman's hour was filled with a choice program. Pastor Harris and the choir of the Mukwonago church furnished music that was hearty and appreciated. The session was felt to be a profitable one. J. K. K.




A Reform Convention




Was held in connection with the Sunday Rest-day Convention at Stevens Point, which grew out of it as a branch grows out of a tree. By special request, seven or eight state religious bodies had appointed persons to represent them in this Reform Convention and in their behalf plan united reform work. They organized the Wisconsin Federation of Reforms to translate into action the resolutions these religious bodies have so long been adopting and merely printing in the minutes. They invited representatives of the Sunday Rest Day Association, the Anti Saloon League, the W. C. T. U., the House of Mercy and the Good Templars, to become members, also representatives of the Catholic, Episcopal, and Evangelical Association churches that had not had opportunity to appoint members. Officers elected are Rev. W. J. McKay, of Madison, President; Rev. C. C. Willett, Elkhorn, and Mrs. Amy K. Morse, Park Falls, Vice Presidents; Rev. H. A. Miner, Madison, Secretary; Rev. W. J. Rice, Stevens Point. Treasurer; Rev. H. Colman, W. H. Clark, and J. B. Davison, Press Committee; Rev. W. G. Walker, C. F. Cronk, and C. B. Willis, Legislative Committee.

It was agreed to unite all possible forces in securing the passage of three laws the coming winter. 1st, A law to prevent the posting obscene pictures in public places; 2nd, A law to forbid the licensing of any saloon within one mile of the Soldier's Home; 3d, A law to raise the age of protection for girls to 18.

Each pastor, and many others, will soon receive circulars containing the constitution of this Federation, articles for the press on the need of each of these laws, and leaflets on the last two that should be placed in every home and shop. Let every one receiving see that the articles for the press are inserted in every paper in your vicinity. Get them translated for foreign papers. Let the pastors in each town meet at once and devise the best plan to arouse a sentiment and an enthusiasm that will compel the legislature to enact these laws. Let an auxiliary Federation be organized in every town, and the town divided into small districts, and have some person appointed for each district who will see that one of each leaflet is put in every home, shop, and store. Let the pastors, either in their separate churches or in union mass meetings, discuss these subjects. Get the people generally to talk them over freely and earnestly with the legislators before they go to Madison, and send them letters and petitions when they get there. We can have these laws, if we will only work unitedly and enthusiastically. The process of getting them will be a valuable education to the state.

Dr. W. F. Crafts of the Reform Bureau, Washington, D. C., was present through both conventions, adding much profit to the discussions, and giving two evening lectures of unusual power to large crowds.

The Conventions were well attended, and very enthusiastic. Pastors and others from different parts of the state were present in goodly numbers, and the citizens turned out well, compelling the securing of many extra chairs for the day sessions, and on the last evening, although it rained, about 600 crowded into the Opera Hall

While the above leaflets last, they can be secured of Rev. J. B. Davison, 160 Harmon St., Milwaukee, at 15 cents a hundred or 50 cts for 500. J. B. D.




Personal.




Rev. Edward Everett Hale spoke recently in the First Congregational Church, Beloit, in the "Cliosophic and Century"




course.




Rev. Ernest A. Trevor, of Ripon, some years laid aside from active ministry from ill health, is sojourning at Institute Place, Chicago, and receiving medical advice, preparatory to spending the winter in the South-west, where he is encouraged to anticipate restored strength and return to active labor. His family remain in Ripon meanwhile.

Mr. and Mrs. James Wilson Allen, of the Ripon church, for many years resident, celebrated their golden wedding on Monday, Dec. 5, with old time neighbors as guests.

Rev. J. N. Davidson, of Two Rivers, has been called to Crete. Nebraska, in anticipation of the death of his uncle, Mr. James Davidson.




MARRIED.




Heberlein-Peterson.—At Briggsville, Wis., Sept. 27, Rev. Geo. C. Weiss, of Watertown, officiating. Rev. F. W. Heberlein, pastor of Hope Church, West Superior, Wis., to Miss Sadie D. Peterson of Briggsville. Mr. Heberlein is of the class of '95, Ripon College, and Miss Peterson was a student there.




Opportunity, sooner or later, comes to all who work and wish.-Lord Stanley.




No man can tell if he is rich or poor by turning to his ledger. He is rich according to what he is, not according to what he has.-H. W. Beecher.
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Life in Our Churches.

OUR CHURCH LIFE is in receipt of a private letter from one of our towns where a pastor has lately resigned, bringing not only very serious (though unauthenticated) charges against the pastor named, but severely criticising OUR CHURCH LIFE for a statement printed last month concerning the pastor's withdrawal..

We wish to say that OUR CHURCH LIFE declines to be made a representative of any party in any church or parish contention. We print, without question, what comes to us reasonably endorsed-though we prefer always to have reports of the churches officially certified. We do not, however, hold ourselves responsible for the views or prejudices of persons sending us news. Still less is it our province to enter into the preferring of charges or the investigating of feuds. On the other hand, we shall not, knowingly, publish any statements regarding either pastors or churches which are false.

Appleton-Rev. John Faville, pastorjust resigned-has been preaching Sunday evenings on "The Problem of Authority in Christianity," including the several queries, "Is the Church," "Is the Bible," "Is the Person," "Is Christ," "An Infallible Authority." The closing topic for Dec. 4, was "The Problem Solved." Mr. Faville leaves many sad hearts in departing.

Clintonville-Rev. W. A. Gerrie, pastor. Through protest of parishioners and citizens in general, against his resignation, Pastor Gerrie has decided to remain instead of accepting a call to Durand. The fifth year of the present pastorate opens with a stronger force of Christian workers than ever before, and the outlook promises greater victories for the future. The pastor has been kept busy in this important field, having been called upon in two recent weeks to preach at four funeral services, and in that time having preached, in all, thirteen times.

Curtis-Rev. John Schaerer has begun caring for the German work here while the Rev. John Willan looks after the interests of the English-speaking people.

Delavan-Rev. S. P. Wilder, pastor. In place of building a parsonage on the church lot as planned more than a year ago, the church has recently purchased the adjoining residence formerly the home of Dr. Collie, and some repairs being completed, Pastor Wilder has just taken possession. Rev. W. E. Davidson is regaining health and strength, and, to the very great pleasure of the church, occupied his old pulpit on the evening of Nov. 20, preaching a most earnest and eloquent sermon.




Depere-Rev. W. J. Stewart, pastor. Brother Stewart still keeps up the difficult labor of supplying this church and pursuing special studies in Ripon College. Many tokens of progress are evident. An interesting song service, one of a series, was lately held, illustrative of old historic hymns, with sketches of the authors and the circumstances leading to the birth of the hymn.

OUR CHURCH LIFE is being freshly circulated in this parish-as it should be by every pastor.

East Pepin-Rev. J. A. Rowell, of Mondovi, pa tor. An extremely interesting work going on in this school house out station here for years, has recently develop d into an organized Church of about 35 members. A delight




was a good attendance of the members and friends; a chicken-pie dinner was served, and a good missionary program was rendered. Receipts for the day about $90. This is a supplementary day and offering in mission interests, -a good time to make up deficiencies. Our ladies have been recently taking pleasure in the preparation of a good box for one of our Wisconsin home missionaries.

ANTED-Reliable men who can put in

WANTED-Reliable men who can in

take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL Co. Cleveland, Ohio.




ful feature has been the undenomina- The Independent




tional spirit and cordial aid of the 
Young Men's Union of Mondovi, which 
resulted from last spring's union revival 
work when about 150 converts were 
divided between the three churches, 
about doubling the membership of our 
church. A council was called for Nov. 
22, to complete the East Pepin organi- 
zation and recognize it, but the sudden 
cold snap and blizzard necessitated a 
postponement. 


  East Troy-Rey. Thos. W. Barbour, 
pastor. The Willing Workers held their 
annual fair the 16th, the weather was 
favorable, a good crowd, and an ex- 
cellent supper, chicken-pie, delighted the 
hearts of all present. Many fancy, use- 
ful and homely garments, toys, etc., were 
offered for sale; and every thing went 
merrily. The proceeds were over $100, 
so that it was a success in all ways. 
The ladies are clearing the debt, soon it 
will be gone, then for something else. 
Nov. 1st, 1898, Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, 
who has been hard at work on a course 
of study, for the last two years, com- 
pleted his course, and received the degree 
Doctor of Philosophy, from the Seminary 
of Sciences, Chicago, Ill. 


Elkhorn-Rev. George C. Lochridge, pastor. A matter of real interest to the church here, and perhaps of suggestive value to other churches,-is the annual Thank Offering Service. This year this service was held on Nov. 17th. There




New York.




Change of Form.

Reduction in Price. Semi-Centennial Year.

THE INDEPENDENT emphasizes its Fiftieth Year by changing its form to that of a Magazine, and by reducing its annual subscription price from $3.00 to $2.00; single coples from ten to five cents.
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It will maintain its reputation as the Leading Weekly Newspaper of the World.

THE INDEPENDENT in its new form will print 3,640 pages of reading matter per year at a cost to subscripers of $2.00, while the prominent magazines, which sell for $4.00 a year, print only about 2,000 pages. The subscriber to THE INDEPENDENT gets 82 per cent. more of equally good reading matter at onehalf the cost!

Only $2.00 per year,

or at that rate for any part of a year. Send postal card.for free specimen copy. THE INDEPENDENT, 130 Fulton St., N. Y.




DO YOU WISH Writers and the Ripest Thinkers?

to be brought into direct touch with the Ablest If so then

The Living Age is to you a necessity. It presents, as no other magazine does, the world's movement along every line. No sphere of thought or action is left untouche', but the re ider is kept informed on all subjects that move the mind or stir the imagination.

It reproduces the latest utterances of the highest British and Continental authorities, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Russian, etc., upon questions of international politics and the freshest contributions in every field of literature; Science, Investigation, Travel, Discovery, History, Art and Biography; and prints in eve y number Short and Serial Stories of high excellence.

The Living Age

A WEEKLY MAGAZINE OF CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE and THOUGHT 
FORMING FOUR LARGE VOLUMES annually, aggregating about. 3,500 double 
     column, octavo pages. It alone, among current magazines, has the space to 
      present with Completeness and Freshness all that is of immediate inter- 
       est, or of solid, permanent value in Foreign Periodical Literature 
PRACTICAL AND POPULAR, it appeals to all alert and intelligent readers. 
  "Here is reading matter, and the best of it, for all the world."-Churchman, New York. 
         Published Weekly at $6.00 a year, post pald. Sampie Copy 10 cents. 
FREE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR. To all New Subscribers for the year 1899, remit- 
       ting before Jan. 1st, the weekly numbers of 1898, issued after receipt of their sub- 
        scriptlons, sent FREE. 


CHOICEST LITERATURE AT CLUB PRICES. For $9.00 THE LIVING AGE and any $4.00 monthly 
      Magazine, (or Harper's Weekly or Bazar), sent for a year, or for $8.00 THE LIVING 
     AGE and any $3.00 Magazine. 


THE LIVING AGE CO., P. O. Box 5206, Boston, Mass,









The Companion for the Rest




of 1898.




The principal attractions offered by The Youth's Companion for the remaining weeks of 1898 provide a foretaste of the good things to follow in the new volume




AN ASTONISHING OFFER!

The New Illustrated




for 1899. To the first issue in November Oxford Teachers' Bible




Frank R. Stocktou will contribute a humorous sketch, entitled "Some of My Dogs," and in the issue for the week of Nov. 10th will appear Rudyard Kipling's thrilling story of the heroism of soldiers in the ranks, "The Burning of the Sarah Sands." In the seven issues to follow there will be contributions by Lord Dufferin, William D. Howells, J. E. Chamberlin, the American war correspondent, Mary E. Wilkins, Hon. Thomas B. Reed, the Marquis of Lorne, Mme. Lillian Nordica and I. Zangwill. Those who subscribe now for the 1899 volume will receive every November and December issue of The Companion from the time of subscription to the end of the year free, the Companion Calender for 1899 free, and then the entire 52 issues of The Companion to January 1, 1900. An illustrated announcement of the 1899 volume and sample copies will be sent free to any one addressing

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 
                Boston, Mass. 


211 Columbus Ave.,




Good Goods, Well Advertised

Going the rounds of the press is an item stating that the Royal Baking Powder Company is the largest advertiser in America. Of corrse, the business itself must be an enormous one to justify so great an expenditure in publicity. There is no fallacy more dangerous than that success can be gained by advertising an article of indifferent merit. But, given an article of the highest quality Like Royal Baking Powder, which when the house-keeper has once used she finds if she desires the best food she cannot do without, then the greatest measure of success is attained by keeping it continually before the public. Great merit and good advertising are both essential to make a product a great success. The Royal Baking Powder possessing the first, its proprietors have wisely used the second; and the result is apparent throughout the land. The Royal company believe that there is no medium for advertising like the newspapers, since in these eulightened days everybody reads them.




"An Advance Upon All."

We have found great pleasure in making a somewhat careful examination of In Excelsis, the new hymn and tune book published by the Century Co. The feature in which this book makes an advance upon all its predecessors, is the poetic taste which has controlled the selection and editing of the hymns. In this respect In Excelsis promised to mark an era in raising the literary and devotional standards of congregational worship. The authors have gleaned from the entire realm of sacred poetry, ancient and modern, and within these pages one will find many choice recent lyrics, which other books exclude because they have not yet gained universal recognition. The generally known hymns have not been severed from the tunes with which they were earliest associated, except when those tuues happened to be very poor indeed. Almost every minister and congregation has been annoyed by the use of hymnbooks whose editors seem to take delight in divorcing hymns from familiar tunes, and in marrying them to strangers. The Watchman, Boston.
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We will furnish it prepaid together with a year's subscription to OUR CHURCH LIFE and a year's membership in the International Purchasing League, enabling you to buy anything to be found in Chicago and New York at wholesale prices, ALL FOR THE SMALL SUM OF $1.75. This liberal offer is made to secure new subscribers, but old subscribers can avail themselves of it by sending the same amount, which will cover an additional year's subscription.

To anyone who will get up a club of Five new subscribers to accept this offer and send us $1.75 for each, we will send the Bible, paper and membership FREE. A cash commission will be paid agents who prefer. This offer is limited and early application is wise.




Send orders with cash to




Secretary H. W. Carter, Beloit,

The Affairs

of Europe

are faithfully portrayed in the original and 
exclusive cable dispatches which THE CHI- 
CAGO RECORD prints daily from the leading 
capitals of the old world. This magnificent 
special service is in process of being greatly 
extended so as to include every important 
city in Europe; and it is supplemented by 
the full regular cable service of The Asso- 
ciated Press. 





The Chicago Record, alone of all American newspapers outside New York city, now prints original and exclusive cable dispatches daily from the leading capitals of Europe.
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THE BREEZE PRINTING CO.

Will furnish you, well printed, on good wedding stock,




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID_




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards I will be forwarded promptly.
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha,

Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with 
wide range of electives, lead- 
ing to the degrees of A.B., 
Ph.B. and B.S. 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi-Its Aim.




pal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Menly Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and ONIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









VOL. V.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT
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DATES TO REMEMBER.




1899.




Jan. 26-Thursday-Day of Prayer for 
    Schools and Colleges. 


Jan. 29-Education Sunday. Sermons 
   on Christian Training. 


Feb. 5-Christian Endeavor Sunday and 
   Wisconsin H. M. Day. 





Feb. 15-Lent.




March 26-Palm Sunday, followed by




Passion Week.

April 2-Easter Sunday.




ooooooooo00000000000000000000000




Rev. Russell L. Cheney.




ORGAN OF THE 
        THE . . . 





CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.




oooooooooooooo
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PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C. Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without eharge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the States of

Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up

per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 
               Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL. 





The Cyclist's Necessity.




A




BOTTLE




OF
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POND'S Subscription




To




EXTRACT TO

Is the REPAIR KIT for all ACCIDENTS. Unequaled for Quickly Healing Lameness and Soreness of Muscles, Wounds, Bruises, Stiffness, Rheumatism.

Rub thoroughly with POND'S EXTRACT after each ride to keep muscles supple, pliant, strong. Try Pond's Extract Ointment for Piles. Avoid Substitutes-Weak, Watery, Worthless. BAND'S EXTRACT Co., 76 Fifth Avenue, New Yor




Our




Church

Life.
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NO. 3.




Wisconsin and the World King- advancement. There may be less partitioning by




dom.




The Old and the New

I stand upon the hill, and hear 
   The viewless spirits of the air 
    Playing, on harps of branches bare, 
A dirge for the departing year. 
A dirge in saddest minor key, 


   That seems the voice of dying things, 
   But through its sadness softly sings 
The voice of all glad things to be. 
Old Year, your time has come to die. 


Your hands have mingled sighs and tears, And reared, like all your kindred years, Stones by the graves where dead hopes lie. For all the joys you brought, Old Year,

We give you thanks, and let our love Be laid, your folded hands above, Like blossoms on a dead friend's bier. And for the sorrow and the pain

You scattered in our lives, Old Year, We thank you, for they brought us near To God, and so to countless gain.
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Hark! Through the frosty air is heard 
  A silver peal, and every cloud 
   Shakes off its semblance of a shroud, 
And with the music's joy is stirred. 
A silver blossom in the sky 


   The moon is, and it seems to shine 
   From the black branches of the pine, 
Where wailing winds to silence die. 
As die the dirges for the dead, 


   As fade the clouds along the sky, 
   So thoughts of sorrow turn and fly, 
And Hope upl fts her drooping head. 
O, welcome, New Year! It may be 


   Your hands are full of gifts to crown 
   Our hearts with gladness, and to drown 
The plaints of yearning Memory. 
God grant it! But, come good or ill, 
   The joys we ask, or bitter fate, 
  We know God is compassionate, 
And we will trust His goodness still. 





EBEN E. Rexford.




A blessed New Year to all readers of Our Church Life. Great personal, spiritual victories, and victories in Evangelism everywhere!

The year 1898 has gone into irreversible history; a most important history; a wonderful year among the years. No one can tell what illustrious babes, within its hours, have been born for the future, but some mighty names have passed from the scenes they have marked with more than the century's impact of greatness-Bismarck, Gladstone, Frances Willard and others-though there seem to have been striking contrasts in their respective measures for reckoning greatness. What is it to be great? In God's way?

Wondrous movements are on foot among the nations, of inconceivable importance to Christianity.

Hoary, conservative China, is being "partitioned" on the edges, among the grasping, jealous Powers, but the slumbering giant of the ages is waking, and will soon begin to shake himself. He will rise with the rest of the world in arts and




and by. Christianity has here a wonderful opening. Will she have grace to get and hold the victory?

Africa, partitioned too, is in rapid transition. The old traffic in ivory and in souls of men is passing out. The railway and steamship are moving in. But the foreign "civilized" vices come in faster than the Missionary and the Bible. Will rum and misrule and speculation conquer the Dark Continent, or will the Kingdom of God succeed?

Turkey, writhing and prevaricating in her oldtime way, draws nearer the inevitable day when Moslem power in Europe shall be beaten across the Hellespont, and the cross shall dominate the crescent. Meanwhile America has a special responsibility, for her missionaries have been the potential light-bearers for Turkish realms, and the heroes of her tragic and cruel scenes.

Poor Spain, the land of the Inquisition, has fallen upon an era of sad retrogression and retribution, into which America seemed constrained as a scourge of God. No one can foresee the future. Let us pray that a new era of peace may dawn on Spain, in which ignorance, priestcraft and superstition shall give place to the love of Christ and all its fruitage of knowlege and power and right




eousness.




Above all, Russia, crafty, cruel and behind the times as we thought, is taking a strangely advanced position, urging the disarmament of nations and the proclamation of universal peace. Whether sincere or insincere, it sounds like an echo of the Bethlehem angel's song. No wonder Wm. T. Stead pleads with the Endeavor host of young people, about to be masters of the world, to do all in their power to promote enthusiastic response to the current call for a world conference in the interests of war's abolition.




her




England, grand England, with a glorious prestige of statesmanship and Christian force, stands at the front of all humane and philanthropic and elevating movements, girding earth with her colonies; jubilant-and with reason-over marvelous victorious half-century and more, that has meant so much in the world's advance, ready to clasp hands with America in an Anglo-Saxon and Christian brotherhood for humanity's blessing. God bless old England, and enable us to walk hand in hand, not for gain of conquests, but for power of righteousness.

And our America-strongly led, by motives and forces scarce discerned, into a successful war to right wrongs, scourge tyrannies and rescue the oppressed; yet led beyond her dreams or plans into a place of new responsibility beside the world's great powers; with possessions and consequent responsibilities of world-wide situation. The hour is grave. Shall greed and spoils, heartless speculation and selfish conscienceless politics, with strong drink and a prostituted ballot as their implements, get the right of way and create worse tyrannies in our mid-sea dependencies than we started out to remedy? Or shall Christian statesmanship, Christly honor and the loving missiona y spirit win the hour and make the world to recognize in us pure motives, noble civic wisdom and a philanthropy competent to lead the advance toward human redemption and broad international comity?




(Continued on page 38.)









EDITORIAL.




Evangelize the Country.




Great armies are the order of the day. A call for volunteers from the President of the United States finds quick response in city, town and hamlet. An army seems to spring out of the ground before our eyes. But, armies of vast proportions march through our land, uncalled, with no visible leader, in response to no need of the people.




They are everywhere.




We recognize a dangerous host in the tramps and vagrants. We are familiar with their buttonless uniforms and shambling gait. We are not wholly unfamiliar with their tactics.

There is, too, a vast army of the unemployed, as well as a throng of idle and shiftless humanity. All these we see and know.

But sometimes, in quiet hours, I see an army, marching steadily on; some, with the free step of youth, with shout and song and laughter; some, uncertainly, with tears, sighs-groans, wounded and disabled in the march.

We need a vision like that of Ezekiel to recognize as one great army those thronging thousands whom neither broadcloth nor rags debar from the ranks.

If you have an "open vision" you can see how the outwardly fair and the foul jostle each other for place and rank in this army.




greater volume than any other music; and yet, they went to some southern camp to find the Christ!

It is to be inferred that the work of the church and Sunday School has fallen short of effectiveness in these widely scattered localities from which 'our boys' went?

There is failure somewhere, and we ought to find the "where and why" that our work may not, any more stop short of saving men and boys at home.

Perhaps we could then answer, also, that often propounded question, "Why are there so few men in the church?"

It is true that those soldiers were more conscious of facing eternity than they had ever been before. One of them has since said to me, "When that man was preaching, I remembered all the bad things I ever did? I knew I was a sinner, of course, but I never realized before how awfully wicked I was!"

Can it be possible that the church is treating the fact of sin too lightly?

Are habits and customs tolerated or ignored by or in the church which Jesus would not approve? It is a fact that the church is considered, by the world, less strict in its views of sin and Christian duty than it was fifty years ago? It is not a common sight now, in the smaller churches, with which I am familiar, to see families attend the morning service together. Church-attendance is decided upon for each Sunday as it comes, ac

The murderer and the "saintly" bearer of a heart cording to the whim of the invidual. of hate stand shoulder to shoulder.

The perjurer and one "who loveth and maketh a lie" are in the same company. The ruined life of "mother's girl" and the broadcloth-covered cesspool of foul thoughts are equals in the line.

Is my vision clear, or is it true that the man who fails to meet his obligations to his fellow-man takes precedence, in this army, the man who is false to more sacred obligations?

The Great Army of Sinners! 
What a vision it is! 


They are everywhere.




The Church of Christ exists to represent Him; to teach the "exceeding sinfulness of sin," the awful condition of sinners and the glorious truth that "Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners." Whatever else the Church may include in her mission these things are first and chief.

The army of the living God stands arrayed and equipped for service.

Great results have been achieved and great things are planned by Christian ministers and laymen.

We read with wonder and gratitude of hundreds saved in a day, and of the bright and brave young soldiers who enlisted also in the Lord's army when our recruiting evangelists followed them to the camps with the "good news."

The question arises, why were they not reached before? We are told that a very large proportion of them had been 'Sunday School boys' and that hymus and gospel songs were sure to be sung i




Children and young people sit apart from their parents and their deportment is not always decorous.

A very small proportion have any home teaching in the word of God, and family prayer is neg




lected.




Amusements and reading are countenanced or winked at that'cultivate godless characters, whom we send to the towns and cities to be evangelized by some Spirit-filled Moody.

By all means "evangelize the cities" but let us spare no effort of head, heart or pocket-book to save the souls who go from us to the "wicked city."

The cities carry on daily, nightly, missions; there are lights and music and earnestness.

There are Y. M. C. A's with their countless attractions and advantages. In hundreds of ways the Word of God is brought to the front and made interesting.

All these things seem unattainable "in the corners." I often wonder if it would not pay to lend a hand to evangelize the country!
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acquaintance and association in rural communities make the problem of soul-saving and purity-keeping more purplexing and difficult then in the city. There is closer companionship in sports and idle hours with fewer counter-attractions.

There is less money, generally, to provide reading rooms, gymnasiums; music or live gospel meetings.

There are fewer people who are fitted or who have leisure to give thought and labor in these directions-very few who realize the need or danger.

The small churches have no rooms, aside from the main audience room, which they can utilize for general purposes. There seems, often, no way by which the church can appeal to the unchurched as being a center of the best things which the town holds:-as being, not only good, but attractively good.

What shall be done to evangelize the country? How shall we succeed in making the country blood, poured into the life of the city, pure and life-giving?

We, in the country, are a part of the city-evangelization problem.

"And who is sufficient for these things?" HARRIET E. WILLIAMS.




Ministerial Aid




We wonder whether all our pastors noted the report given in the Minutes for 1898 relating to our brethren who, by reason of age or other infirmity have been laid aside from their loved work and have very slender means of support. Only a single Communion collection from each church is asked. Thus far only sixteen churches have responded since convention. Is your church one of the sixteen? If not, will you please consider this as a plea for such a collection. During the past year by a little timely aid we were able to save a good brotherfor, we trust, years of excellent work in the ministry. Just now there is a young brother whose health has failed him. Doctors say he cannot recover unless he seeks a milder climate for this winter. He needs help. A little aid now we hope will result in years of usefulness. Our Board of Trust regards this as an important matter and solicits a ready response from the churches. Please don't forget our needy brethren. Make your remittances to

H. A. MINER, Sec'y and Treas., 
                Madison, Wis. 





Attention Christian Endeavorers.

All are urged by vote of the Madison December Conference in the interests of Wisconsin's Home Missionary Forward Movement to observe next Endeavor Day as Wisconsin Day, with a special extra offering for entire self support in our state. See last Our Church Life and correspond with Secretary A. G. Leffingwell, Appleton, or Secretary Carter, Beloit.




[image: [ocr errors]]


Rev. Russell L. Cheney




This veteran state worker among our churches, whose face appears in this number, was born at Emerald Grove, Wis., Feb. 1, 1850. His early years were spent on the farm. He entered the Preparatory school at Beloit in 1865, graduating from the college in 1872. After teaching a year he entered Chicago Theological Seminary, from which he graduated in 1876. He began preaching at Bloomington, Wis., June 1, 1876, and was ordained in the October following. He was married Aug, 28, 1878, at Gilbertsville, N. Y., to Miss Mary L. Mead, of Peskskill, N. Y.

Having completed a good term of service with his first parish, Mr. Cheney began his second pastorate at Prairie du Chien, Wis., where he continued till April, 1888, when he became district mis. sionary for Central Wisconsin, with headquarters at Portage. In the fall of 1891 he was transferred from the Lemonweir to the Beloit convention and continued similar home missionary work with headquarters at Janesville.

In his missionary campaigns he has made large use of the gospel tent during the summer season, assisted first in the service of song by his father and mother, and later by a male quartet organized for the purpose.

In 1832 Mr. Cheney became general missionary of the Wisconsin H. M. S., and when the more thorough cultivation of the state by district missionaries become the policy of the society in 1896, Mr. Cheney restricted his service to the southern and western portions of the state. His wise, genial, persistent and successful labors have endeared him to a large circle of churches, marked him, preeminently, as the right man in the right place, and also singled him out recently as the one man most likely to set the academy and church at Endeavor upon a substantial footing, to which work he was appointed three months ago, being at present principal of the academy and pastor of the church.

Mr. Cheney had the pleasure this summer of taking a well earned rest and trip across the Atlantic with the Wisconsin contingent to the World's Sunday School convention, visiting variously in London; elsewhere in England and in Scotland, incidentally making a pilgrimage to his ancestral home in Chenies, Eng.-now under the patronage of the Duke of Bedford.




The three requisites for success are ability, availability, and responsibility. The first is native, the second acquired, the third conferred.-Frances E. Willard.




Home, if it is to be the shrine we love to call it, demands not only a pure priestess, but a priest as pure to keep its sacred altar bright.-Frances E. Willard.




The fight for a clear brain is a fight for Christianity.-Frances E. Willard.









Rededication at Hartford.




Sabbath, November 6, was a joyful day in this church.

The beautiful remodeled and enlarged building was dedicated free from debt, the last $800 and more, of the oyer $2,800 of expenditure, having been subscribed, under the leadership of the pastor, Rev. C. C. Campbell, upon the preceding Friday evening. The Ladies' Aid society deserve special credit in the whole movement. The former pastor, Rev. J. O. Buswell, of Mellen, and Superintendent Haun, with Secretary Carter, assisted in the all day services. Excellent music was furnished by a choir, under the leadership of the pastor's wife, whose exceptional success in this line will be remembered by attendants at the Antigo State Convention. (She and her choir deserve the answer to their prayer for a fine new organ.)

The historic statement by Mrs. Estelle Adams brought out the interesting facts that this church was organized 51 years ago with ten members, and received from the Home Missionary Society

half of the $300 salary paid its first minister, as well as a share of the salary paid for several years. For many years it has been a selfsupporting center of good influences. Recognition in this line and other lines of generous aid is due to Mr. J. C. Denison, who is still, as for years he has been, one of the main pillars of the Church. Now with the present energetic and efficient pas tor and wife, and with the atttactive and commodious building, having the modern conveniences from Church parlors to Church kitchen, besides Sunday-school Assembly and Class rooms, all lighted by electricity, and free from debt, this church thanks the Lord anew and takes fresh courage, as it goes forward for enlarged useful




ness.




Organizing Council at Vespers.

In this new growing town of Wood County, on the Marshfield and S. E. R'y, and a branch of the C. M. & St. P. R'y, upon Dec. 15, by Council, was organized and recognized a Congregational church of eleven charter members.

Mr. C. R. Goldsworthy, proprietor of the townsite, has given substantial encouragement to the movement, inviting visits from Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor of the church of his former home town, Union Grove, and representatives of the Home Missionary and Sunday School societies. District Missionary Dexter and Superintendent G. C. Haun, held meetings at the beginning last July. Mr. Haun organized a Sabbath School. Rev. A. A. Martin, of Pittsville, entered into the work at the first and has preached here every Sabbath but one since, to do this riding a round trip of 28 miles, preaching three times a day besides teaching a Sabbath-school class.

Superintendent G. C. Haun was moderator of the council, received the members into Covenant, and assisted in the Communion service. Rev.




B. E. Ray was scribe, and extended the right, hand of fellowship to the new church. Rev. John Willan led in the constituting prayer, having preached here the evening before.

The charge to the church was given by Rev. C. A. Boughton. The sermon was preached and the Communion service conducted by Secretary Carter.

The Council found an unusually intelligent and devoted company, and a town with a substantial beginning, having prospects of permanent growth, in the midst of good farming land.

At present the church worships in the public hall, but hopes soon to move for the needed church building, near the public square at the




center of the town.




Ordaining Council at La Crosse.

Mr. Robert G. Shepherd was ordained after examination at La Crosse Wednesday, November 16th, by a council called by the First church of that place. Mr. Shepherd has been a member of that church for two years and formerly held an

evangelist's license in the Methodist church.

Though totally blind he has been steadily successful as a preacher of the Gospel for several years, recently carrying on a volunteer work in the vicinity of Pepin. He is for every reason highly esteemed by the La Crosse brethren, and though he has not taken the regular course of ministerial education his examination showed such thorough study and comprehension of Christian truths as well as of Congregationalism and of the minister's responsibilities, and, withal, so direct and devoted a Christian spirit, that the council unanimously voted to ordain. The Moderator was Rev. F. B. Doe, the sermon was by Rev. J. A. Stemen, the charge to the brother was by Rev. Henry Faville, other parts by Rev. S. S. Hebbard, Rev. Wm. Griffiths and Rev. W. M. Ellis.




Wisconsin and the World Kingdom.




(Continued from page 35.)




The selection of Dr. John Henry Barrows to the presidency of Oberlin is a most important matter and seems widely approved. Dr. Barrows is a broad, true, devoted man of strong abilities. Oberlin is to be congratulated, and a fresh period of prosperity is to be anticipated for her.




**




Forefather's Day has been more widely celebrated this year than ever. No Congregational Club or Church should forget it. But perhaps the most significant observance this year was that in which the new Congregational House in Boston was dedicated to its blessed and far reaching responsibilities. It was a great occasion, replete with blessed Pilgrim memories.




**




*




Prayer-day for schools and colleges, and the consequent Education Sunday will soon be here. Every Church and pastor of our order, loyal to our holiest traditions and our grandest institutions, will observe the day with as large gatherings and as prayerful emphasis as possible.
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BUSINESS CORNER.




EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief—SAMUEL T. Kidder, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Contributing Editors— 


December, REV. E. N. ANDREWS, Peshtigo. 
January, REV. HARRIET E. WILLIAMS, Black Earth. 
 February, REV. C. A. BOUGHTON, Necedah. 


March, REV. T. Z. EVANS, Berlin.

April, REV. S. P. WILDER, Delavan.

May, REV. H. C. TODD, Eagle River.

June, REV. A. G. BEACH, Ashland.

July, H. W. NICKERSON, Esq., Milwaukee. 
August. 


September, REV. N. T. BLAKESLEE, Milwaukee. 
October, REV. JOHN A. STEMEN, Viroqua. 
November. 
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GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. ALL REMITTANCES and subscription lists should be sent to SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on application to SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit, Wis.




Entered as Second Class Matter at Beloit, Wisconsin.




Editorial Briefs.

New mercies, new blessings, new light on the way; 
New courage, new hope and new strength for each day; 
New notes of thanksgiving, new chords of delight; 
New praise in the morning, new songs in the night; 
New wine in thy chalice, new altars to raise; 
New fruits for thy Master, new garments of praise; 
New gifts from His treasures, new smiles from His face; 
New streams from the fountain of infinite grace; 
New stars for they crown, and new tokens of love; 
New gleams of the glory that waits thee above. 
New light of his countenance, full and unpriced— 
All these be the joy of the new life in Christ. 


-Frances R. Havergal (Cut Gems.)




It is not long since we were brought up standing for inserting, just above, an apt quotation from a distinguished lecturer and for placing over it, for once without a separating bar, the legend "Entered as second-class matter"! This recalls again the old saw about certain events that "happen in the best of families" and causes us to add, with deep humiliation, that the marvelous expansion of Nebagamon lake affairs alluded to last month, "came home to roost" with a sadly redundant row of ciphers in the editor's own copy.




The rest of the exaggeration only followed the analogy of the "three black crows" story.




Happy New Year to our editors-may they be on time and in happiest mood, and to our contributors-may they be numerous and count space so as not to overwhelm us, and to our printersmay they be patient, and help us to say the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, and to our subscribers-may they increase and multiply and prevail and replenish the Church Life treasury, if not the earth.




See "Astonishing Offer" in December issue of good, cheap, teacher's Bible, with other benefits offered.




A generous layman noted for constant kindly thoughtfulness, has presented thirty-five Wisconsin Missionaries with The Advance for the coming year.




New fur coats are urgently needed by two worthy missionaries.




A special call has come for the publication, as a missionary leaflet, of "Aunt Lucy's" article upon "Church Fairs," found in the November number of Our Church Life, the issue of which is exhausted. Those who desire copies of this are requested to notify the Beloit office.




We rejoice to testify, with unfeigned gratitude, that the monthly official reports sent us by the W. H. M. U. are a model of press copy-not only type-written, but duly headed, paragraphed, arranged, subordinated, headed and punctuated so as not to need a single pen-stroke of editing before going to the compositor.




*




*




A plan for Industrial Relief in Cuba, as proposed by Mr. Wm. W. Howard, and endorsed by such men as Lyman Abbott, Chas. H. Payne and Dr. Parkhurst, as well as the New York Tribune, proposes the purchase of good tracts of farming land near the deepest poverty and near markets, under efficient American superintendence, to afford work and wages to the needy and deserving, reinvestment of profits, and aid to buy tools and homes on long time, under safe restriction. The destitution is still appalling. All funds sent to The Continental Trust Co., 30 Broad St. New York, will be faithfully devoted to this end.




It is of vital importance that the new Wisconsin 'Senator should be a strong, true, fearless statesman, with a righteous purpose. Is it too late for you to use your influence in this behalf, by a letter to your representative or legislator friend at Madison. If you do, it is now or never.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


The new year opens wide its doors to us showing us large opportunities and correspondingly large responsibilities. How are we going to meet them? Each department of home missionary work with which this Union is associated tells of new fields to be entered, of work already established needing money and workers, and so the calls multiply on every hand. One of the objects in which the women of Wisconsin should be especially interested is Wilton German-English college, the only institution we have to prepare men for the GermanCongregational ministry while we have one or more colleges, and from three to seven academies in every state. I give you a few facts as gleaned from Mrs. Cornell and others.

There are 7,000,000, Germans in this country, of which Wisconsin has her fair share, and in proportion to their numbers there seems to be less interest in this than in most other foreign nationalities. Wilton German-English college aims to make not merely German but German-American ministers, who can preach the gospel in both languages. It is the only source to which German-Congregational churches may look for ministers educated in sympathy with American and Congregational ideas and principles. It is the only feeder to the German department of our Chicago Theological Seminary.

No denomination obtaines readier access to the GermanRussians of the Dakotas and western states, and recent advices indicate a considerable increase in the immigration of this class from Russia this spring. From one section alone one thousand families are promised. Surely the work of Wilton college in raising up and educating the leaders of this valuable people is most important. The college needs books, apparatus, money. One hundred dollars will provide board, washing and tuition for one year while in preparation for the ministry. Having no endowment, nor scholarship funds they were this fall obliged to turn away several worthy applicants whose education would have been as leaven in their churches. Are there not some individuals or auxiliaries who can make a special gift for Wilton college this year send to the state treasurer Mrs. Smith? MRS. E. G. Updike.




European Turkey: Kortcha; Girl's school teachers..$ 286.00 
India: Rahuri; Common schools. 1-4 expense...... 
Central Turkey: Dere Keov; Girl's school... 
China: Tung-cho Girl's school......... 





TEACHER.




European Turkey: Samokov ;......




MISCELLANEOUS.




China; Shansi; Incidentals in Tai-ku........... Y. P. S. C. E.




162.36




22.00




30.00




$ 500.36




.$ 110.00




50.00




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Happy new year! If the Auxiliaries had had some sort of telephonic connection with one another Sunday, January 1st, doubtless, this salution would have been general and hearty. But the wish was in the heart, though not expressed. The year is before us in which to realize the wish. How shall it be done? By purpose, prayer and perseverance, more earnestness and fidelity. With these the year will be prosperous, and that will make every one happy.

At this season many are making and renewing subscriptions to periodicals for the year. Please put Mission Studies into your list. It is handy in form, handsome in appearance and helpful to every missionary worker. One cannot help reading it; it gives missionary intelligence and promotes interest. At your monthly meeting it will be easy to get up a club, and a little canvassing among your friends will increase the number









Books and Exchanges.




SEARCH LIGHTS, PATRIOTIC AND OTHERWISE by the Rev. A. M. Bullock, Ph. D., is a book containing 254 pages, with illustrations. The volume contains eighteen sermons and addresses and three introductions. The three, introducers are the learned Professor H. Lummis, of Lawrence University; Hon. J. A. Watrous, of the United States Army; and Edward H. Merrell, D. D. of Ripon College. They highly commend the discourses of Dr. Bullock. Included among them are addresses to Masonic Fraternities and Odd Fellows, Memorial Day, New Year's and Independence Day sermons; also a Centennial Address in 1889, and Christmas and Thanksgiving Day sermons. The work contains a discussion of the Bible Doctrine of Future Punishment, a vigorous discussion of Mormonism and the Mormons, and a poem, "My Bible." Dipping into it here and there we find fine bits of description, short and cogent arguments, and evidences of burning enthusiasm. Its contents are much more diversified than books of the same general class. (Published by the Author, whese address is Appleton, Wis. $1.60.)

CURRRENT HISTORY. Second aud Third Quarters, 1898, Illustrated, Published Quarterly by the New England Pub. Co., Boston. $1.50 per Annum.

These volumes, appearing much sooner than the encyclopedic annuals, but late enough to insure accuracy of statement, equitable proportion of topics and a rare combination of condensation and completeness, are indispensable companions for every man who reads and thinks on current topics, as well as a marvel of price. In range, they cover the entire world of passing events; topically arranged, in clear, perspective and distinct outline, replete with invaluable statistics and with portraits and maps by the score. All so arranged and indexed-with yearly index as well for the several volumesas to be instantly available on all topics and issues upon our globe. Leading articles in these issues are "William Ewart Gladstone, a Critical Estimate;" and "Bismark in Life and Death." Under "Leading Topics," The War With Spain, Philippine Problems, The Hawaiian Question, Anglo American Relations, The Dreyfus Case, The Far Eastern Crisis, The Currency Question, The Youkon Gold Fields, etc., are fully treated, up to date, under subordinate themes. In International Affairs, The Reciprocity Policy, The Behring Sea Question, International Disarmament, The Partition of Africa, etc., are fully and thoughtfully discussed. A long list of themes appear expositional of affairs in America, including Political, Industrial and Military matters, The Indians, Events in the Several States, in Canada. New Foundland, The West Indies, and South America, etc. Full departments are presented on affairs in European Countries, Asia and Africa; while a considerable section is devoted to Science, Religion and Miscellany, including Elocution, Music and the Drama, Archaeology aud Necrology. This Quarterly is without a rival in its field and for its purpose.




Recent issues of THE LIVING AGE-Weekly, The Living Age Co., Boston-contain articles on "The Siberian Railway" by Arnot Reid, on "Art and Morality" by M. Ferdnand Bruneyiere, reviewing caustically the tendencies of moder. literare, art as related to morality. The Etchingham Letters-satirical, and the early chapters of a novelette, "Lady Stalland's Diamond," a tale of circumstantial evidence, which discloses some surprising situations, and conveys an unobtrusive moral. Also Science and Religion, a retrospect, by Prof. F. Max Muller; Five Polar Expeditions, by Ingver Nielson; also valuable notes on Books and Authors. $6.00 a year.

In celebration of its twenty-seventh birthday, beginning with the January issue, THE CHURCH UNION of New York city becomes a magazine and, at the same time, reduces its subscription price from one Dollar to Fifty cents a year.

The prominent features of the January issue, aside from the short and pithy editorials and articles in lighter vein, are contributions by Washington Gladden, D. D., on "England at School;" by Charles S. McFarland on "The Life and Teachings of Professor Budde" of Strasburg University and a sermon by Dr. Madison C. Peters, of New York, on "The John Storms of the Church."

We understand that sample copies of the paper will be sent to any one free on application, to The Church Union Co., 18 Wall St. New York City.




The New Year's LADIES' HOME JOURNAL gives assurance of a purpose to make that magazine more useful and helpful, and stronger in its literary and artistic features, during 1899 than ever before. It opens with a full-page drawing by W. L. Taylor, illustrating Longfellow's Village Blacksmith. Early Colonial social life is mirrored in "The Most Aristocratic Social Event in America"-the annual ball of the Philadelphia "Assembly," of unusual interest. A close-range view of strong interest is given by Cleveland Moffet, who discloses the methods of "The Man Who Taught Paderewski."

Edward Bok, in the January Journal, writes on "The Rush of American Women," making a plea for more repose, through which the real pleasures of life are to be extracted. The first of a series of articles on "The House Practical" details how to furnish and decorate the hall and staircase is another. There
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are numerous other practical articles, fully illustrated, upon subjects of helpful interest in the household.-By The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar per year; ten cents per copy.

The Christmas BIBLICAL WORLD with its beautiful frontispiece of Kirchbach's "Jesus der Kinderfreund," and its fine illustrated article on "The Supreme Face of the Christian Centuries" by John Powell Lenox, is truly a gem. Other articles of note are "Messiahship as Conceived by Jesus," by Prof. A. B. Bruce. "Israel's Messianic Hopes," by Prof. Geo. S. Goodspeed, and by the same, "Some Books on Messianic Prophecy." The number is a superb Christmas study. University of Chicago Press. $2.00 a year.

REPORTS of the Twenty third Annual meeting of the Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I., at Sparta last September, are admirably printed in full financial detail and for all departments of the work. Send for copies to Miss Anne B. Sewell, Stoughton.

Every Junior Endeavor Society should ask Mrs. C. H Taintor, 151 Washington street Chicago, of the C. C. B. S. for a copy of the beautiful little Story of Sweetheart, to be read before the society.

RECENT EXCHANGES. The Guard and Tackle, (High School Stockton, Cal.); The Clay Worker (Indianapolis); College Days (Ripon); Round Table (Beloit); The Church Economist (New York); The Northwestern Mail (Madison); Cut Gems (Troy, N. Y.); Northwestern Congregationalist (Minneapolis); International Evangel (St. Louis); The Commons (Chicago); The Kodak (Milwaukee Downer College); Nebraska Congregational News (Lincoln, Neb.) American Messenger (New York); The Lake Breeze (Sheboygan.)




Personal.




Rev. and Mrs. John W. Holway, of Retreat, rejoice in the Christmas gift of a daughter, born Dec. 12.

Speakers in the Chapel Talk series at Ripon Dec. 6: Mr. J. O. Meyers, of. Milwaukee, on "First Principles;" Prof. Clark's admirable course on "Rome," profusely illustrated with recent and remarkably fine lantern views, closed with a review and picture evening. Prof. Erickson will give a course next term on Greece. Towns not too far distant could not do a more delightful thing than to secure either of these courses in condensed form to run through several weeks.

Dr. Felix Adeler spoke in the Milwaukee Downer chapel on the morning of Dec. 12, on Women's Opportunities, with great acceptance. Bishop Nicholson spoke on Dec. 8. Miss Harriet Stephenson, of the college, accompanied the battleship christening party and presented the school with a silk flag used at the launching of the Wisconsin. Dr. G. R. Moulton gave an address on The Alcestis of Euripides Dec. 2. Dr. J. Titsworth spoke on English Hymns in the prayer meeting, Nov. 10.-So says The Kodak.

Rev. Anna Shaw lectured in the college course at Beloit, Dec. 2. Emerson Hall has a gymnasium with a cork floor and Christmas has brought new aparatus. The Emerson system of gymnastics will be used. Prof. R. D. Salisbury, (Beloit '81) of the University of Chicago, has returned from field. work with a student party in Yellowstone Park.-Round Table. Wiscousin is to be congratulated in the reeall of that enthusiastic educator, Mr. R. H. Halsey, from Binghamton, N. Y., to Oshkosh, the scene of his former labors as High school superintendent, to succeed the late Principal Geo. S. Albee, of the Normal school. Mr. Halsey is eminently fitted for the place.

Deacon W. T. Innis, of Ripon, and his wife, on returning from a winter's rest in Connecticut and New York, were met at the station, and escorted home to their warmed and lighted house and a supper bountifully spread, by a group of appreciative neighbors.

President Flagg, of Ripon, gave his lecture on The New England Home in Plymouth Dec. 22.

Rey. Geo. C. Weiss is conducting revival meetings in Sun Prairie.

Endeavor Academy promises a considerable addition of students for the winter term.

Rev. A. S. Newcomb, for some years a Wisconsin pastor, is now established as one of Dr. Dowie's elders, in the Dowie "healing" institution in Chicago. Mr. Newcomb's son is an employe of the enterprise.




It is not so much what comes to you as what you come to that determines whether you are a winner in the great race of life.-Frances E. Willard.




Say this, not to another-say it to yourself; utter it early and repeat it often: "Fail me not, thou."-Frances E. Willard.




Tact is talent working by love, and winning by worthiness. -Frances E. Willard.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT.




Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                      J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, J. O. Myers, Rev. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY, 
      REV. JOSEPH Collie, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV. A.L. MCCLELLAND, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wisconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address care of Superintendent. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.




FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR DECEMBER.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Auroraville, $3; Beloit 1st, $79.76; Clinton, $7.85; Delavan, $63.36; East Troy, $5; Elroy, $12.68; Ft. Atkinson, $15; Fox Lake, $18; Janesville, $35; Lake Geneva, $18.16; Menasha, $32 77; North Walworth, $7; Poysippi, $7.85; Rosendale, $5.59; Stoughton, $1; Wyalusing L. M. S. $4.25. Total.....

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

John Bray, Darlington, $20; Rev. L. B. Nobis, Cashton, $5, D. McK. Sinclair, Milwaukee, $10; Mrs. E. P. Lamb, Ladoga, $2; Mrs. M. E. Pinkerton, Ladoga, $1; Mrs. J. R. Maxim, Ladoga, $1. Total....




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S C. E.




Clinton, $1.95; Ft. Atkinson, $10. Total.....




South Milwaukee German S. S........

W. H. M. U...............................




Total for December.........

Total for November......

Total for October....




Grand Total.......




Home Missionary Rallies




316.27




39.00




11.95




8.27 67.11




.$ 442.60 507.23 729.06




.$1,678.89




Missionary rallies for January and February are already planned at several points and desired at many more.

The plan suggested is for the churches of a given region to come together by as large a representation as possible for an afternoon and evening at some central point for thel ocality and to follow out some such programme as was used at Madison Dec. 1st.

Let their be much prayer and general expression in the interests of Wisconsin's Forward Movement for entire selfsupport in Home Misssions. Let those who cannot attend turn the prayer meeting of the week of the rally in this line.

Have different ones open briefly the topics-"How Can Ministers Rai se the Standard of Giving in the Churches?" "How Can Laymen Raise the Standard of Giving in the Churches?" "What Motive Should be Emphasized?"

Close the afternoon session with an hour of special prayer. In the evening haye two or three short platform addresses that shall exalt the work and add inspiration and enthusiasm to the "Forward Movement." Of course each locality is de sired to shape a programme best fitted to its share of our common responsibility.

It will be helpful to have the presence of someone who was at the Madison Conference. If aid is desired from any of the list of outside volunteers or of any specific speaker, application can be made at the Beloit office.

Remember that the officers of the society are required by the Sparta vote to report progress in the March issue of Our Church Life.

Send offerings, pledges or at least a statement of what may be expected approximately before the first of March.




North Wisconsin.




Rev. J. D. Whitelaw. District Missionary, with but two breaks to visit his family, between Oct. 1st and Jan. 1st, has been indefatigably and successfully at work under the direction of the superintendent, looking after needy, pastorless fields and assisting pastors.

Among the points of special need and interest have been Bruce and Apollonia, Fifield and Lake Nebagamon, in each of which courage has been inspired, a pastor adjusted and pledges toward support secured.

Service has also been rendered at Birnamwood, Bloomer, Amery, the regions about Prentice and elsewhere. Rev. Idrys Jones is called to Bruce with Apollonia. Rev. D. A. Richardson is called to Bloomer with Cleveland.




Mrs. Amy Kellogg Morse, wife of Rev. E. L. Morse, pastor of the neighboring churches at Park Falls and Butternut, will supply Fifield every alternate Sabbath.

Rev. S. E. Lathrop will care for the interesting and grow. ing new work at Lake Nebagamon, Douglass County. Mr. Whitelaw has assisted in special meetings at Butternut and began an Evangelistic work at Clintonville and Embarrass Jan. 1st.




The Annual New York Apportionment Convention for representatives of the National and State Home Missionary societies, comes in New York City Wednesday, January 25th, preceded the afternoon before by the usual conference of secretaries.

The meeting will be peculiarly significant for Wisconsin in view of a proposed amendment to the compact calling for a percentage of the receipts of each state for the National work. This to apply to states like our own struggling for selfsupport as well as to the older states. The principal is excellent and fits our ultimate purpose. The problem is how to apply it equitably to a state, in our transition condition. The president and secretary will represent us at this convention.




By the request of several, District Missionary Dexter's Convention report is published as a leaflet for general use, under the title of "Missionary Fellowship." It will be found of great interest and value for use at missionary and other gatherings, and will help to meet the call for something specific upon our state work. Copies ofth and of other general leaflets will be furnished free upon application to the secretary.

In each issue of Our Church Life also will be found valuable information upon our state work.




Winnebago Convention Notes

Rev. C. J. Jensen reports a church in his care with representatives of "nearly all Europe in it." Yet many of its Norwegian members would "as soon hear United States as anything else.'




Father Eastman was present and is still full of vim and faith. After having served 24 years at Royalton, after 20 years in evangelistic work, at the age of 80 he said: "If I had a schoolhouse out in the country somewhere where people didn't know any more than I did, I could do the devil's kingdom great damage today."




Pastor Leonord speaking of the lack of interest in the Sunday school sometimes manifested in the chureh, told of a lady church member who, when asked who was her Sunday school superintendent, replied, "Why, I think it is Mr. H. He has been for several years," when the fact was that Mr. H. had been dead two years.




Pastor Bliss, speaking on the duties of church members toward public worship, said: "We should hesitate to walk up the aisle as much when the word of God is being read as when men are engaged in prayer. God is speaking."




One speaker said: "I believe in prayer and its answers. It is more than a form, more than a reflex action. When we pray for the Sunday-school do not say vaguely "O Lord bless all the means of Grace,' but 'O Lord bless our Sunday. school, and bless Tom and Julia in it, and help our superintendent, and that teacher in the corner, and make our Sundayschool to have more boys and girls in it.'




Rev. F. N. Dexter, reporting his journey to the Portland council, and crossing the high trestles, remarked: "It made a man feel as if religion was a pretty good thing, because if the car should jump the track, the whole train wouldn't be worth fifteen cents a bushel-not at the bottom."
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Wisconsin State Sunday School Convention.

The Wisconsin State Sunday School convention which met in Milwaukee Nov. 29-Dec, 1, was the best the association has had for several years. The principal speakers were Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, D. D., of Detroit, Prof. H, W, Hamil, Rev. Geo. R. Merrill, D. D., B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, and E. B. Stevenson, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

There are now 33 county organizations in the state six having been organized this year, and 23 of these counties have had a convention in the last year. Thirty Home departments and five Normal classes have been reported organized this year. More conventions and institutes have been held this year than any year in ten or possibly fifteen years past. Some of the plans of work for the ensuing year are:

First. To divide the state into fifteen districts and appoint one of the denominational or American Sunday School Union missionaries to superintend each district. It will be their duty to see that each county in their district holds a convention during the year if possible.

Second. A Normal department is to be established and controlled by a board of five members. Any person who passes a satisfactory examination on the course adopted will be presented with a diploma from the state association.

Third. To ask for a contribution of two cents from each pupil, and five cents from each officer and teacher in the Sunday school. This money o be used in carrying on the county and state work.

Fourth. To establish a uniform system of gathering statistics.

The officers elected for the ensuing year are:

President-Rev. J. G. Blue, Waukesha.

1st Vice Preside t-Rev. Willett, D. D., Elkhorn. 
2nd Vice President-J. C. Plumb, Milton. 
Secretary-T. S. Thompson, Sparta. 
Treasurer-R. P. Breese, Waukesha. 


Additional members of the Executive Committee-Rev. S. S. Mathews, Rev. A. A. Swaulund and Mr. H. W. Niekerson, all of Milwaukee; Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., Beloit, and A. W. Smith, Wauwatosa.

Normal Board-Prof. N. Treat, Appleton; Prof. H. Eaton, Beloit; Rev. T. W. North, Merrill; E. O. Brown, Beaver Dam; Rev. C. S. Nickerson, Racine.

Per T. S. THOMPSON, Secretary.




A Plea for "Pleaded."

BY J. N. DAVIDSON.




Lines suggested by the use of "pled" in an article entitled "The State Convention," published in Our Church Life for October, 1898.




O Editor! dear Doctor Kidder!

"Pled" is a word that ranks with "widder,"

With hain't" and "right smart chance of corn;"

Respectable as "bled?" Oh no.

With honest "fed" it can rot go.

O ye who ate good mother's bread,

Was it from dough that once she "kned?"

The slippers for your comfort made

With figures queer i beads displayed

Ye know, ye advocates of "pled," 
Those slippers "beaded" are, not "bed." 
Are not these words from Bunyan needed 
"It stood as if with men it pleaded?" 
Ye who conform to Scripture law 
In Samuel read. Ye'll find no flaw 
In the translators' English there 
Kept by 1evisers' thought and care. 
Read, too, in Lamentations sad 


And where Ezekiel maketh glad.

O be my words of warning heeded,

And henceforth write not "pled" but "pleaded."

The Bible passages referred to above are the following: I. Samuel 25: 39.




Lamentations 3: 58.

Ezekiel 20: 36.




Our versatile and watchful brother reports that this delectable copy, which comes in print was set up by his own deft fingers. We trust it will be readed by all our friends, and that the author may not be further setted up by any complimentary words it may provoke; also we hope he has not setted up nights to bring it forth. We are leaded to add our wish that our contributor may still be feeded by the muses to his satisfaction and ours, even though we may be often and sadly bleeded. Most humbly pleaded, THE EDITOR.




A Fresh Method

AS TRIED AT EMERALD GROVE




The Emerald Grove church has formed an organization within itself to be known as the Mission society. It has its officers consisting of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer. Its object is to meet the various missionary obli




gations of the church in a systematic way. Any one, whether church-member or not, may become a member by paying one dollar or more into the treasury. It is expected that all members of the church will pay the amouut required to be a member of the society. The society is to hold at least four public meetings during the year, at which time collections are to be taken to go into the missionary fund. All money accruing by the society is to be used exclusively to meet the missionary obligations of the church. The officers, together with the pastor and deacons, constitute an executive committee who control the apportionment and distribution of the funds The organization began work in August and is doing nicely. We are looking for the plan to meet the long felt need of a method of systematic work in the benevolent enterprise of the church. The constitution is a brief one and its by-laws are few. We take pleasure in commending our plan to the churches of the state in view of the recent resolution of the Home Missionary Society at the state convention at Sparta. CHAS. W. DENNIS, Pastor of Cong'l Church, Emerald Grove, Wis.




Ministerial Movements.

Blodgett, Rev. Chas. E. decides to remain at Burlington. Chambers, Rev. Alex., of Prentice, accepts call to Durand. Chambers, Rev. D. A.. accepts call to Bloomer.

Faville, Rev. John, Ph. D. Dismissed by Council at Appleton, Dec. 19.

Jones, Rev. Idrys, is called to Bruce and Apollonia. Lathrop, Rev. S. E., of Ashland, supplies temporarily at Nebagamon Lake.

Martin, Rev. A. A., of Pittsville, will also care for the new church at Vesper.

Mason, Rev. P. H., has resigned at North Kaukauna. Morse, Mrs. Amy Kellogg, wife of Rev. E. L. Morse, of Park Falls and Butternut, cares for Fifield every other Sabbath. Ream, Rev. Wm., will remain at Cumberland. Rogers, Mr. R. W., of Chicago Theological Seminary, is supplying the Bristol and Paris churches,

Rowland, Rev. John, has resigned at Waupun. Wheeler, Rev. Fred S., having closed his work at Grand Rapids, will supply North Kaukauna six months or more. Whyte, Rev. Geo. M., formerly of East Troy, has begun work at Pleasant River, N. S.




Life in our Churches.




Sun Prairie-Rev. F. Emory Lyon pastor. This church is noted for three things: generous giving to missions, good music, and the neatest little church and parsonage in the state. The ladies recently sent a well-filled barrel to the A. M. A. school at Athens, Ala. Forefathers' Day was celebrated in a fitting and unusually instructive way. The dining room was crowded, and the program of toasts was a model of its kind. The principal of the school responding to "New England Schools in Wisconsin" prophesied that the time would soon come when New England would look to Wisconsin for a model school system.

Tomah-Rev. J. G. Smith, pastor. Gratifying interest here as in many other places is manifest, with an efficient committee seeking to reach at least the quota, and a generous offering already reported.

The new pastor is inspiring fresh hope and energy in the various lines of work. Mr. Smith's sermon at the union Thanksgiving service, on "Causes for Thankfulness" was printed in full, with the pastor's portrait, by the Tomah paper.

Únion Grove and Kansasville-Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor. The church and Sunday-school at Union Grove observed Sunday-school Rally day on Oct. 9th, Pastor Brown giving a talk on the importance of being more earnest in Sunday-school work, and, as an inducement to get more scholars into the Sunday-school, he offered as a prize a very compreheusive Bible chart to the member of the Sunday-school who would bring in the largest number of new scholars before New Year.

Several very good papers were read, prominent among them the report of our worthy superintendent, Thos. P. Griffith, delegate from this Sunday-school to the World's Sunday School Convention in London last June. Oct. 23 Mrs. Taintor presented the cause of the C. C. B. S. After her earnest plea for the Home Missionary and his family, the church at the Grove, and the out station at Kansasville gave her about $15.00.

Waupun.-Rev. J. H. Rowland tendered his resignation Sunday morning, Dec. 11, to take effect April 1, '99, at the close of his fourth year's pastorate. At a meeting of the church and society held Dec. 22, a large majority voted to reject the resignation, but Mr. Rowland considers his action as final. On Christmas eve a purse of $50.75 from his friends in the church and society was presented to Mr. Rowland as a token of their appreciation of his faithful service as pastor and earnest Christian character. The trustees passed resolutions warmly testifying to Mr. Rowland's faithful and effective service, and able preaching, regretting his departure and wishing him large success and blessing in the future,









Missions and Benevolence




Giving as a Means of Grace.

How many of us clearly recognize paying for the support of Christ's work as a veritable means of grace? We do not meau a means of grace in the sense in which all tribulations-even a tyranical husband or a nagging wife-may by God's grace develope patience, but rather in the same sense in which prayer, and the study of the Scriptures are a means of grace; directly tending to ennoble, to spiritualize, to Christ-ize our lives. Taking liberally, considerately, systematically from our pocket books for the support of the church or its missionary and benevolent activities does this. The strongest, most constant, most subtle temptation of the men of our churches is not to intemperance, or indolence, or cruelty, but to respectable worldly-mindedness and over appreciation of possessions. Christ said "How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of heaven!" Paul wrote with discernment "They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare." Liberal and habitual giving for Christ's sake expresses our supreme love for our Saviour and increases that love for Him, while it gives the black eye to, keeps under, any rising covetousness.

Especially does it do us good when we distinctly make our giving an expression of gratitude to the Lord for his great benefit toward us. Thus we really draw nearer to Him and He comes nearer to us and our faith life is made a reality. One of God's chief characteristics is his disposition and habit of giving. "God so loved that He gave." And in the ratio in which we make our whole life a giving do we become sons of God. No wonder that the universal testimony of the free and systematic givers is that by far the greatest joy in the use of wealth is in giving to worthy objects. A few-too few as yet, of our well-to-do church people have learned from Christ that "It is more blessed to give than to receive." Try this remedy, O brother, who more than half suspects that he is falling into spiritual decline! It may set the arteries of your soul pulsing more zestfully than making an exhortation in prayer meeting or listening to a brilliant sermon-means of grace perhaps not within your reach. Why is it that Crrist has left the evangelizing of the world to be carried on by his people, unless it may be that they need that experience of service?

This suggests the great, motive to be chiefly emphasized in seeking a missionary and benevolence revival. A great mistake has frequently been made in unduly dwelling up on the supposed privation and hardships of the missionary worker, or upon the urgency of a debt incurred in missionary work. The more these things are prominently paraded in emergency appeals, the more are we diverting the attention of Christ's people from those considerations which alone can rouse them to their best missionary zeal The great considerations are, Christ's abiding charge upon us to evangelize the nations, and the moving and life-necessity of the Christ spirit within. Let it more mightily be felt that interest in Christ's work and sacrificial giving in support of it is an essential part of the Christian life. The thing to be most sought for in our churches is more of the Christ-spirit which seeks to help, loves to help, and is delighted to find the opportunity to help. This first, and then the appeal of the various needs of Christ's work will be not a wearisome bugbear, to be gotten rid of as easily as possible, but rather a grateful opportunity to be seized and utilized to the extent of our resourses.




Notes Missionary.




The Congregationalist and Advance lists of prayer-meeting topics for 1899 recognize the spirit of the times in that they include monthly missionary topics. Those of the former are especially suggestive. In our many churches where these little handbooks are used, will there not be an increase of missionary interest through the present year?

The Almanac of Missions issued by our A. B. C. F. M. should be on every pastor's table. For pastors and others who have the means and disposition to plant missionary seed, what could be better than a Christmas or New Year's present of one of these Almanacs to each home in the congregation. This little forty page pamphlet suggests the traveling man's compact case of samples.

We doubt if any of our pastors drop Dr. Roy's pastorals upon the work of the A. M. A. into the scrap basket unread. If any have done so let us suggest that they have missed a treat and an inspiration. These appeals are always forceful and full of fresh facts, and though type written have the smack of personal address.

This work of the A. M. A. has always enlisted some of the very strongest men from our churches. Perhaps more universally than any of the missionary activities of our churches its aims and methods have commended themselves to the common sense and large heartedness of patriots every where. We are pleased to see it leading in investigating the missionary and educational needs of the Porto Rico and Cuba.




Educational.




The Christian College.

A series of Sunday evening addresses is being given at the First Congregational church, Beloit, on The Christian College, which promises to be of unusual and permanent interest. The aim is to show why colleges should be thoroughly and distinctively Christian institutions. The series has been planned by Dr. Leavitt, and was opened Dec. 11 with an introductory address by President Eaton, a synopsis of which is subjoined. The remain ng addresses will follow at intervals of a month, according to the following arrangement.

The Relation of Greek Culture to Christian Culture." Prof. T. L. Wright.

"Claim of the Christian College upon the Commonwealth," Prof. A. W. Burr.

"Place of the Natural Sciences among the Christian Evidences," Prof. G. L. Collie.

"Philosophy as an Instrument of the higher Christian Culture," Prof. G. A. Tawney.

"English Literature as an Element of Christian Culture," Prof. H. M. Whitney.

"The Law of Love as an Economic Law," Prof. R. C. Chapin.

"The Aesthetic Element in Christian Culture," Prof. B. D. Allen.

It is proposed in this Department to publish an outline of this very suggestive discussion for the benefit of our Wisconsin churches generally. At a later day the addresses will be published in book form.




WHY A CHRISTIAN COLLEGE?




President Eaton in his opening a ldress gave four reasons for sustaining the Christian College.

1. To give dignity to thought and to thinker. Education concerns itself with training the thinking powers while exercising them on the material of thought. The view is being entertained as a possibility that thinking is a function of the physical system, and therefore transitory and unreliable. Thinking gets its true value only as we hold firmly in mind that in thinking we are studying the Universe of God. This attitude of mind, maintained by Newton, Kepler, and the great body of eminent thinkers, can be sustained only by religious conviction.

Agassiz said that he feared for the future of science if the spirit of unbelief, then gaining ground, should become dominant. Men need the conviction o God to give persistence to their thinking. Necessarily, a large part of the scientific work now being done is on matters of small detail, and scientific investigators need the conviction of the Universe to give sustained value to their work in its nooks and corners.

2. To give depth and stability to character. Matthew Arnold said, "Conduct is three-fourths of life." Education is not the manufacture of thinking machines, but the training of thinking men and women, in whom character is of fundamental importance. President Eliot, the great Radical in education, says that nobody knows how to teach morality effectively without religion. Huxley was at a loss to know how to instill moral conviction in the young without the Bible. In Character there are two fundamental elements; Reverence. and a Sense of Responsibility. Tennyson said he would rather be the meanest being on earth, but conscious of a God above him, than the highest being, with n› consciousness of a higher. The sublimest thought Webster ever cherished was that of man's responsibility toward his Creator.

Only a Christian College can help form these el ments of character. Said Thomas Arnold, "No doubt he is perfectly educated who is taught all the will of God concerning him, and enabled through life to execute it. And he is not well educated who does not know the will of God, or, knowing it, has received no help in his education towards being inclined and enabled to do it."

3. To equip for fullest lie. A student goes out from college Lo meet life's temptations, struggles and trials, and needs to be variously equipped for all these various experiences which await him. Said John Milton, "I call that a liberal education which fits a man to perform justly, generously and magnanimously all the duties, both public and private, of peace and war." For such an equipment the religious elements are essential. Bismark said he could not possibly have sustained his struggle for German unity had he not been strengthened by a constant faith in God. The influence through life of the religious services of the college, participated in by the entire body, abides as one of the choicest equipments for service. Wordsworth, when revisiting King's College Chapel wrote: "Be mine, in hours of fear

Or groveling thought, to seek a refuge here; 
Or through the aisles of Westminister to roam; 
Where bubbles burst, and folly's dancing foam 
Melts, if it cross the threshold." 


4. To give freedom to the educator. The overwhelming majority of all educators are Christians, or at least believers in the profound value of Christian truth. Why should they be free to teach all truths except the profoundest and most important? Who would be willing, for instance, to be pro









hibited from teaching patriotic truths? And it is still more fatal to be forbidden to train the religious faculties. Froude calls the Bible the best of all literatures. Frederick Harrison last summer urged upon one wishing to acquire a strong English style to read above all other books the English Bible. The Bible was never so rooted in the intellect and imagination of the world as now, and Christ was never so regnant as now in those conceptions of politics and society which we believe are destined to prevail. The Education which is free, liberal and progressive cannot afford to be debarred the freest use of these sublime factors in the training of the race.

The motive forces in any sound and permanent civilization are the religious elements; as the river which turns the wheels of industry and bears commerce upon its bosom must get its power from the hills. Our State is therefore deeply concerned that religious education, enlightened and reverent, should be prominent among the forces that are training its young people. The Christian College, well equipped, supplied with well-trained teachers, and filled with students of eager and earnest character, is therefore of the very greatest importance. to the State, and should be warmly cherished by a Christian commonwealth desirous of developing in its youth the highest type of character. W. W. S.




Debt of Wisconsin to Home Missions*—I. What is now the State of Wisconsin was formerly regarded as the last fragment of the Northwest Territory. Its government, what little it had, was successively in the hands of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and finally Michigan, of which territory it was a part from 1818-36, when Wisconsin was given a territorial government of its own. It continued under this government until 1848, when it was admitted as a state to the Union.

As early as 1665 and continuing up to 1728, the Jesuits had conducted missions among the Indians of Wisconsin. This region was always a favorite home of the Indians and there are more traces of their occupation here than in any other state except Ohio. From 1720-1820 there were no missions of any sort known of in Wisconsin.

The year 1822 marks the beginning of Protestant missions in Wisconsin, for in that year the Stockbridge Indian Church moved hither from Indiana. This Protestant mission service among the Indians has been actively carried on and at the present time is doing very valuable work.

People had been coming westward to Wisconsin, some to explore and some to settle, since 1816. At the time of the territorial government in 1836, there were about 10,000 people inhabiting the territory, many of them half-breeds and FrenchCanadians.

The earliest mention of any denominational movement was in 1822, when the Congregational Church was established among the Stockbridge Indians. In 1824, Mrs. Lockwood, a Congregationalist, started the first Sunday School in the territory at Prairie du Chien. The Episcopalians began their work in the same year. In 1833, Rev. Abel L. Barber, the first resident minister in Wisconsin to labor under commission from the American Home Missionary Society, came to Stockbridge and in the same year started a mission at Fort Winnebago for the soldiers. During the same year Methodists established a mission at Ottawa Lake in the Western part of the territory. About the same time the Baptists were at work at Green Bay and Platteville. The first sermon preached in Milwaukee was in June, 1835, by the Rey. Mark Robinson, a Methodist minister of the Illinois Conference. These are all the recorded evidences of the efforts to evangelize Wisconsin prior to its organization as a terricory in 1836.

On Nov. 1, 1836, the Rev. Cyrus Nichols was commissioned to Racine. The next year Rev. Stephen Peet came to Green Bay and a Rev. Mr. Crawford to Milwaukee.

The year 1836 marks the beginning of many settlements. The county histories reveal the fact that the oldest settlers came to the territory about that time. There were several things that prepared the way. The Black Hawk War occurred in 1832. The financial crash came in 1837. The removal of the Indians and the abandonment of their title to the lands opened up the territory as far as the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers for settlement. A map published in the Home Missionary, Nov. 1839, presents an interesting picture of the region. There were four main travelled roads in the Territory, three forts, twenty-one villages and ten or twelve ambitious cities whose names appeared only on paper, but which never had a local habitation or anything more than a name. The Home Missionary had an editorial describing the climate, soil, and speaking in high terms of the region. The Home Missionaries were very enthusiastic. Here is what they wrote: "Most of the time we have a clear sky and an elastic air; for gentle streams and dales, fruitful valleys, easy subjugation and incomparably fine climate, Wisconsin is not second to any portion of this nation. The increase of popula tion has been very rapid, equaling for some portions of the past year 4,000 per month. The Executive Committe proposes, without neglecting other fields, to make immediate and energetic efforts to supply Wisconsin with the gospel. To most of the new states attention was not called until the population had assumed such a character that missionary efforts were necessarily remedial rather than pre
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ventive. It is proposed now to begin in season." This editorial was called out by a letter which was written by Stephen Peet and published in Sept. 1839. This letter had a most electrifying effect. Almost immediately a friend of missions offered to give $1,000 for Wisconsin for this very purpose, that as much as possible might be done in the way of the prevention of religious and moral degeneration in the Territory. This $1,000 was to be used for the support often missionaries of the American Home Missionary Society in ten places mentioned by Mr. Peet This offer following the editorial and letter gave a great prominence to Wisconsin among religious and educated people and great numbers began to come to the territory.

Thus it is seen that the Congregationalists acted with more denominational independence and decision in Wisconsin than in any of the previously settled western states. They had come to rely more on their own judgment and convictions as to what was right and best for this section of our country than had been previously done. It is for this reason that this paper will be largely confined to the influence of the American Home Missionary Society. What is said of its later and more general efforts may also be said of the other denominations which have worked extensively in the State.

In the first place, Wisconsin is directly indebted to Home Missions for its early population of New Englanders who had firm religious beliefs and educated minds. Mr. Peet writes: "There is a large amount of educated mind in Wisconsin. In almost every 1 g house you may see upon rough board shelves, resting on pegs driven in the walls, a library of greater or less variety and value-theological treatises, biblical commentaries, various religious books and works of literature and taste. I took a catalogue of some of these libraries which would do honor to any New England family."

The early settlers more than any who succeed them mold the character and policy of a Territory. The early settlers of Wisconsin realized this fact and assumed the responsibility of laying the foundations strong and sure for a great and glorious state. Their high ideals have ever been a source of pride and the mark toward which every loyal citizen of this great com. monwealth has striven. Home Missionary efforts first gave an impetus to the growth of Wisconsin, and the Home Missionary spirit and enterprise has steadily built it up.

In the second place, Wisconsin is indebted to Home Missions for her churches. This is the prime object of Home Missions, The sending of living preachers and the planting of Christianity as an organized religion and organizing power among men. Home Missions were not made in Wisconsin or in any other place-they grew. They were born out of the spiritual need of men, and the effort to supply that need was through the church.

In a new and rapidly growing territory, it was a most difficult matter to organize churches and foster their growth. Money was scarce and it was a great task to raise funds for a minister's support. There were practically no church buildings and very few school houses, and the outward facilities for advancing the kingdom were very meager. But Home Missions stop at no obstacles. In 1841, Mr. Peet was made agent for the Missionary Society in the Territory and he spent his whole time driving over the country establishing churches, procuring pastors for them and closely watching their growth and ministering to their needs. The larger part of the ministerial support came from the Home Missionary Society. The people of the region gave a little money, but the larger part of their contributions was in the produce from their farms. It is interesting to note in this connection a part of the report of Mr. Peet to Sec. Badger in New York: The collections will be somewhat larger this year. * I have the promise of some cows when they are grown, cheese and other pro. duce this fall and 60 acres of land probably. Mrs. Dea. Schuyler of Summit gave a fine heifer last year, but she got into a slue and died this spring. Loss, $12, at least. There is a growing interest in the cause."
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Some of them




The number of churches steadily increased. early came to self support. Almost without exception every Congregational church in Wisconsin was founded by and supported for a longer or shorter time by the Home Missionary society.

*Missionary Prize Essay, June.1898, by Mr. Rowell, a senior in Beloit College, a son of one of our Home Missionaries, as printed in the Beloit Round Table.




Battles are not won by lectures on gunpowder. It is no holiday work to which we are called, no dress-parade service. It cost the Son of God his life to witness for his Father here in this sinful world; and he says, "Whosoever doth not-bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple." Spirit-filled men and women have always been, and always will be, crossbearing men and women. . We love to think of Stephen

as the first crow ed of the martyr host; but before he received the crown, he had to bear the cross. We are quite willing to share his crown, but how about his cross? If we see Jesus as Stephen saw him, and are filled with the Holy Ghost as Stephen was filled, we will heed God's call, and fall into line. If, however, we are in the ranks with no vision of Jesus, and 10 personal experience of the filling of the Holy Ghost, the day of battle will find us far in the rear, with our faces turned away from the flag of our Captain.—Major D. W. Whittle.









Life in Our Churches.




For the sake of your brethren, in sending church reports, kindly mention only the most important things, and condense in phrasing as much as possible. If we devote a quarter of a page to one church it can only be by crowding out eight or ten others.

Appleton, in the event of Dr. Faville's regretted departure, is fortunate in having a young assistant pastor, of strong ability, and in full grasp of Dr. Faville's plans and methodsMr. Will Westcott, who will conduct the Appleton work for the present. The dismissing Council, Dec. 19, passed resolutions of heartfelt appreciation of Dr. Faville's 13 years' work and rare organizing, pastoral and pulpit ability, as well as his sterling friendship and beautiful Christian character." At Dr. Faville's last service some 70 were received to membership.

Bark River-Rev. Idrys Jones, who paid a visit to Bark River, where four years ago he organized an English church, was cordially welcomed. He preached there on one Sabbath evening and en the following week they surprised him by holding a basket social which realized $26, and which was presented to him.

Berlin-Rev. C. A. Payne, pastor, was to dedicate on Sunday, Jan. 1, its fine new edifice, Rev. E G. Updeke, D. D., preaching the sermon.

Beloit First-Rev. G. A. Leavitt, D. D., pastor. This histonic church, one of the six churches of the Congregational or Presbyterian order in the state at the close of 1838, celebrated its 60th anniversary Dec. 30, with the evening preceding and the Sabbath following. The first Bible of the church was used on the occasion.

Thursday evening was given to reminiscences of Pastors Clary, Brinsmade, Humphrey, Bushnell and Hamlin, with accounts of the revivals with which this church has been blessed, and a letter from Mrs. Rev. Dexter Clary, who still lives in Beloit, approaching her 92nd birthday.

On the evening of Friday, the birthday proper, a social reunion was held with a banquet and literary exercises. Sunday, New Year's day, there was a historic address by the pastor with an anniversary communion. In the evening Prof. F.W.Fiske, D. D., President of Chicago Theological Seminary, gave a historical discourse.

Black Earth-Rev. Harriet E. Williams, pastor. The church has a membership of 38; Sunday-school about 80. Mrs. Williams is working hard in both. The first three numbers of a lecture course have been given in the church as follows: Nov. 22, Miss Myrtle Trevitte, entertainment in elocution; Dec. 12, Rev. W. W. Sleeper spoke on "Among the Balkans," Later Rev J. R. Reitzel gave his lecture on "Constantinople." He was accompanied by Mr. Robinson, of Baraboo, who manipulated the stereopticon, excellently illustrating the lecture.

Rev. J. E. Roy, D. D., while on a visit to the pastor, gave an address on the "Race Problem" in the interests of the A. M. A. A union Christmas exercise and tree, conducted by Rev. Mr. Rogers, pastor of the M. E. church, was held in the Congregational church Christmas Eve. Jauuary 1, each member of the Sabbath-school was furnished with a hyacinth bulb to prepare for Easter blossoming, a flower banner being offered for the finest class display.

lark County-Rev. John Willan, Missionary: "Have preached at 18 different places during the past quarter and travelled 1,123 miles with my team.

In an exploring trip to Chippewa County, I found one place where they had had but one sermon since its settlement 15 years ago, and that 10 years ago."

Clintonville-Rev. W. A. Gerrie, pastor. This church closed the old year in the midst of victorious revival work. District Missionary Whitelaw went Jan. 1, for aid here, and at the yoked field Embarrass. A card of invitation, to services with a cut of the pretty church is distributed.

Delavan-Rev. S. P. Wilder, pastor. The church has lately bought, as a parsonage, enlarged and repaired the house Dr. Collie occupied during his forty years' pastorate. Mr. Wilder and his family have moved into it. The location, on a corner next the church, is convenient and the outlook on the porch and over the fields to the west is very fine. Work moves on in a quiet way. The pastor did much work on the house, carpentering, painting, paper-hanging, etc.

Elroy-Rev W. M. Ellis, pastor. Annual meeting Nov. 1. The usual roll-call and social hour followed the business. New members during the year, 34; baptisms, adults 17; children 14; total of benevolences $85.27; home expenses, $1120; The Dorcas society helped during the year to the amount of $152.14. Their annual sale and dinner, early in December netted them $50. The Y. P. S. C. E. have nearly $50 toward a new organ. The Sunshine Circle sent a Christmas box to a mission school in Alabama. Our Sunday-school Christmas tree and gift-giving was on the co-operative or family plan, and was the best we have had. Mayflower Sunday school is flourishing and had a Christmas celebration of its own. The pastor was generously remembered by the people in their Christmas giving. The pastor sends with his New Year's letter to his people, a copy of the Congregationalist hand-book to each family. The week of prayer is observed this year in union prayer meetings, the Baptist, Methodist, and Congre




gational churches combining. A series of Sunday evening lectures has been given, with question box at the close, on essential features of our common taith.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pastor. A printed order of worship with announcements for the week, covering a fortnight's work, is utilized in the church work, which is acquiring new life and warmth.

Eagle River-Rev. H. C. Todd enters upon his eighth year of selfsacrificing and successful work at Eagle River. As president of the North. Wisconsin Home Missionary Society he is actively interested in brotherly care of the churches of the whole region.

Fond du Lac-Rev. D. L. Holbrook, pastor, Three Sunday afternoon lectures have been lately given, illustrated with lantern views, on "How We Got Our Bible."

Fox Lake-Geo. E. Gilbert, pastor, has been making improvements upon audience and lecture rooms during past year and are in good shape for work. A. H. M. offering has just been received, and plans are on foot for an additional offering before March 1, '99.

Green Bay-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, the new young pastor comes from Manitou, Man., warmly commended by the Canadian brethren. The Milwaukee Journal of Nov. 19, gave a sketch of his life, his portrait and the Canadian resolutions of regret at his departure. We welcome the new brother to this important field, to our Wisconsin fellowship, and to a successful work among us.

Gays Mills-Rev. M. J. Cameron, pastor. Since the pastor is enabled by giving up Lynxville to have two services a Sabbath here, and with the new building, the work takes on new life. Alternate Sabbath afternoon services are held at Seneca and Towerville, in opposite directions from Gays Mills. Bro. Cameron's services are now the only English services in each of the three fields.

Hartland-Rev. B. J. H. Shaw, pastor The Congregational church, after three months closing, for reconstruction and repairs, has been transformed beyond recognition. The front extended, roof renewed, tower and spire removed to the corner, interior tastefully decorated, new carpets, easy chairs for pevs, beauty and comfort everywhere—all this is due to the cooperations of Trustees, Ladies' Aid society and Pastor. The rededication occurred Nov. 20, of which the Hartland pa pers furnish illustrated accounts. The music, lessons and sermon were all adapted to this hour of gratulation. Mrs. Mark Rowell, a former member of the choir, sang a solo. The pas

tor preached from the text "I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of the Lord." It was an carnest appeal for the church-going habit, not only from principle, but in view of numberless benefits derived. Haitland has our congratulations.

Hillsboro-Rev. Thos. Barker pastor, reports:-"several things have contributed to the lack of interest in our work during the last quarter. The base ball and race track have received considerably more attention and interest than the church of God. Fortunately the base ball season is over and the race track has been practically closed, and our audiences are increasing.

Ithaca and Neptune-Rev. George Farnam pastor. At Ithaca Ladies' society has repainted and repapered church inside. Last payment has been made on parsonage. Free Methodists have withdrawn from the field. At Neptune, new stoves have been purchased for church.

United bret.ern have withdrawn from the field. The new year is begun with a much reduced application for H. M. aid, and encouraging tokens of progress. Special collections have been taken at both churches during quarter for the Building society.

Kewaunee-Rev. W. E. Rigby, pastor, reports, Ladies have raised $37.00 toward painting, and repairing leaks in church building.

La Fayett.-Supplied by Rev. T. W. Barbour. Deaths. removals etc., seem to have be n very busy with this little church for the last 18 months, but we are still looking up, and with good courage trust in God, and hope, pray, and believe that God will lead us on to a bright future. The burdens dropped by the dying, and removing ones, are being taken up cheerfully, by the younger clement and success is thus assured. Lancaster-Rev. T. J. Brown, pastor, has been preaching fortnightly for two years in a schoolhouse 31⁄2 miles from the city. The congregation is made up of farmers with representatives of four churches. He organized them into a church on Dec. 4th, recognizing as a creed, The Golden Rule; a pledge of fidelity to Christ and willingness to lead others to the Saviour, as well as a pledge to support the church. Eighteen thus




became members.




Menasha-Rev. A. E. Leonard, pastor. The enlarged Choir club, broadened in scope to have the Sunday evening services in charge, and with various new committees, held its "First Annual Banquet" Wednesday evening, Nov. 16, in the church parlors. Mr. Sidney Lloyd Wrightson is now president of the club as well as choir-master, and conducted the after-supper exercises. Rev. Dr. John Faville, of Appleton, and Dr. Chapin, of Neenah, were present from out of town, also Mr. W. B. Murphy. A number of addresses were made, and communications read. Pastor Leonard preached the union Thanksgiving discourse.









Maine and Navarino-Rev. A. Larson, of Clintonville, preaches in Scandinavian and Prof. Cance of Shiocton, in English. Navarino has a new church building about completed.

Milwaukee, Grand Ave.-Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D. pastor, has a marvelous li.erary club, so netimes having five or six hundred attendants, which the pastor is asked to write up for Our Church Life.




Milwaukee,
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Hanover St-Rev. S. S. Mathews, pastor, s'nt out a Sunday School pastoral letter, in familiar and helpful form, especially appealing to the children's purpose of consecration to Christ. A briefer message was added to older members, urging cooperation in the church work and midweek services.

Milwaukee Plymouth-Rev. Judson Titsworth, D. D., pastor. The Milwaukee Congregational Club celebrated Forefathers' Day in this church, Tuesday evening, Dec. 13, with supper by the ladies at 6:30 and an after program of music by the choir, and addresses by Dr. W. D. McKenzie, of Chicago Seminary, and Hon. J. V. Quarles, of Milwaukee. Dr. Titsworth's recent sermon on the characteristics desirable in a new Wisconsin Senator has attracted wide and deserved attention.
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Mondovi-Rev. J. A. Rowell, pastor, making a final report says "a good work under the gospel and spirit of God. is in progress, During the year 85 persons have been received to church membership, 71 on confession. Of these 49 came at Mondovi, and 36 in the formation of a new church at East Pepin six miles north, an out station of Mondovi for seven years past. Baptism has been administered to 41 persons who united with the church, and 15 await the coming of warm weather to be immersed. Two infants were also baptized. Temperance work has been pushed with encouraging results. Many professed Christians have given up the use of tobacco, and about 112 members of the Sunday-school are pledged to idulge in neither intoxicating drinks nor tobacco.

About fifty new Bibles (Teacher's editions) have been purchased in the field, indicating an increased interest in the word of God.

The benevolences for six of our Benevolent societies aggregate $71.23. The debt on the parsonage is paid.

With this report Mondovi proposes to relieve the W. H. M. S. of any further burden, having decided to assume selfsupport.

Neillsville--Rev. Geo. W. Longenecker, pastor, writes: "Since I began that work in the school house 11⁄2 miles west of the town, I have preached there every Sunday to a large number of people, and have assisted them in the work of the Sunday-school. It is so near at hand that I walk out and carry. singing books and enjoy the work very much. They keep asking me to come again. It is a needy place and hopeful. There must have been about 70 people at those services last Sunday. This shows how difficult it is to have the country people come to a Church in town, and that a church ought to take up such work.

The Sunday-school has an attendance of 60. This point, with the new church at Hewittville, will, it is believed, help to support the work at Neillsville in time." Whitewater-Rev. B. C. Preston, pastor, observed Forefather's Day on the evening of Dec. 20, with a unique and elaborate celebration-issuing beautiful souvenir programs-a delicious New England banquet furnished by the ladies, and a following of toasts, music and addresses, admirably carried out. 250 persons enjoyed the banquet. 21 young men attended to the wants of the guests

Prof. A. J. Hutton officiated as "Selectman." Pres. Chas. Kendall Adams
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responded to "The Puritan as an Educator;" Rev. Robert C. Denison to "The Puritan of the 20th Century;" Rev. Wn.. W. Leete, D. D., of Rockford, Ill., to "The Old New England Types;" Rev. W. D. Simonds, of Madison, to "The Modern Puritan." The music and organ service, by local artists, was admirable. It was a

great occasion. Pastor Preston issues a card, running into the New Year, inviting to worship, and outlining Sunday morning and evening themes of an exceedingly practical nature. President Eaton spoke recently on "A Sojourn in the Land of the Dragon."

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastor, celebrated their third anniversary, November 20th. The pastor prepared an eight-page book, entitled "The Royal Garment," a souvenir. Mr. S. G. Ruegg, now at Stockbridge, assisted in three weeks of very helpful meetings.




as




or




West Superior Pilgrim-Rev. J. R. Smith, pastor. This Church dedicated, Nov. 27th, a fine commedious building, unique in architecture, and in the fact that the whole plant, including lot, pipe organ, heating, with various departments, and sittings for 700 people, has been provided for sbout $15,000, about one-third of the cost of such accommodations as ordinarily built. The building has no tower, and no needless adornments, but is substantial, attractive and meets the needs of the large and growing congregation. A cut and description of the building will appear in a later issue of Our Church Life. Pastor Smith and his energetic co-laborers are to be congratulated' upon their marvelous success in spite of great obstacles, and without solicitation of funds at the dedication services. Rev. Dr. Updike, of Madison, preached morning and evening. Other Congregational pastors of the city were present as were also Rev. S. E. Lathrop and Superintendent Carter from a distance.

West Superior Hope-Rev. F. W. Heberlein, pastor. Mr. Heberlein was ordained and installed Nov. 28, by aid of Council, with Superintendent Carter as moderator, and Rev. A. G. Beach as scribe. Sermon, Rev. A. G. Beach; prayer, Rev. J. R. Smith; charge, Rev. W. T. Ream; right hand of fellowship, Rev. H. C. Todd; address, Superintendent Carter. Other parts by former pastors, Revs. J. Kimball and Lee A. Brink.

The extended examination was unusually satisfactory. The pastor's faith and courage in bringing his bride to a home of their own here, and in receiving installation as well as ordination in this difficult, but promising, missionary undertaking, are inspiring fresh hope and effort in a church that has suffered largely from the exceptional financial depression in this "Steel Platt" portion of this great and scattered city of 37 square miles at the head of the great lakes-a city bound to double its 30,000 people more than once in the not distant future, and to fill up the interstices of its five separated portions.

The ladies of Hope church, true to their characteristic energy and sacrifice, have recently added a fine carpet to their Church home. Excellent music by




home talent was furnished at the install. ation service.

Washburn-Rev. John Gibson, pastor. There is talk of moving the church building to a more central location, which would greatly aid the work.

The Ladies' Society and the Sabbath school have made special advancement. the latter having paid off its indebtedness, and providing supplies at its own expense.

Tomahawk-Rev. Samuel M. MacNeill, pastor. I have to report a very pleasant and profitable day for our Church and Sunday.school December 11, by the presence with us of Rev. Geo, C. Haun, who in his own inimitable way touched our hearts and stirred our feelings. I am glad to be able to report progress, even if it be but little."

Token-Rev. Paul Meinert, pastor. Harvest festival execrises were held in the church Sept. 25. The room was prettily decorated with evergreen and autumn foliage, and appropriate songs and recitations were rendered by the children. The pastor believes "it is not good for man to be alone," therefore he took a wife Sept. 28, 1898, and Token welcomed a little brown-eyed lady from Bethlehem, Penn. During the pastor's absence the pulpit was filled once by Re. R. C. Bedford who gave an interestin account of the Tuskagee school, Ala. and of Booker T. Washington. A collection was taken. Rev. C. M. Starkweather, of Sun Prairie M. E.church and Rev. G. C. Haun occupied two Sun days, Mr. Haun conducting the communion service. Miss Lucy Walker, of the W. B. M. I., gave a short address in October. Christmas was observed Sunday afternoon with suitable songs and reeitations aud decorations. Token extends to all churches and Sunday-schools and to Our Church Life a hearty New Year greeting.




The Best and Cheapest

The New York INDEPENDENT, the leading weekly newspaper of the world, and one whose pages exercise the widest influence, is entering upon its fiftieth year of publicatiou. THE INDEPENDENT emphasizes its fiftieth year by changing its form to that of a magazine, and by reducing its annual subscription price from $3.00 to $2.00; single copies from 10 to 5 cents. THE INDEPENDENT in its new form will print 3,640 pages of reading matter per year at a cost to subscribers of $2.00, while the prominent magazines, which sell for $400 a year, print only about 2,000 pages. The subscriber to THE INDEPENDENT gets 82 per cent. more of equally good reading matter at one-half the cost! It is not only the leading family weekly newspaper but by far the cheapest and best. A free specimen copy may be had by addressing THE INDEPENDENT, 130, Fulton Street, New York.
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha,

Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with wide range of electives, leading to the degrees of A.B., Ph.B. and B.S.




San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- Its Aim




pal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt

Manly B:11 Compa ny,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









CAME THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT
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Trial Offer, 3 months 25c. Sent postpaid on receipt of price by

The Advance Publishing Co.,

215 Madison Street, 
   CHICAGO. 





WANTED-Reliable men who can put in

either all or a part of their time, to take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL CO. Cleveland, Ohio.

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of the States of

Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
   Missouri, Minnesota, 
     South Dakota, 
North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.
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FRANK S. BOARDMAN.




Boardman




HARRY B. BOARDMAN
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Engraving Co. Illusrators and Designers.

Catalogue Cuts a Specialty.

Now located in the New Cawker Building, Corner West Water and Wells Streets.




Milwaukee,




VISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




Wis.




A PROGRESSIVE STATE. No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and anufa cturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anfacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with man to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissione: M lwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l. Manager. B. JouxSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.

Every Thursday the Year Round.

In more than half a million homes THE YOUTH'S COMPANION comes every week, the welcome guest of young and oldread with equal interest by every memof the bousehold. The best of fiction, poetry, sketches of travel, instructive articles, comment on current events and selected miscellany and anecdots fill its columns from week to week and from year to year. The publishers promise that the volume for 1899 will surpass all former ones, in variety, interest and value. Among the two hundred distinguished contributors already engaged are Hon. John D. Long, Secretary of the Navy, Edward Everett Hale, Henry M. Stanley, Sarah Orne Jewett, W. D. Howells, Poultney Bigelow, Herbert E. Hamblen, Hon. Carl Schurz, Rt. Hon. James Bryce, John Burroughs, Robert Barr, Thomas Nelson Page, Bert Harte, William Black, Alfred Austin; Andrew Lang and Dr. William A. Hammond. All subscribers to the 1899 volume will receive THE COMPANION's new Calendar, exquisitely colored, with a border of stamped gold. The paper will be given free also from the time subscription is received until January 1, 1899, then a full year to Jaauary 1, 1900. A handsome illustrated announcement and sample




Try Pond's Extract Ointment for Piles. copies will be sent free to any one ad




Avoid Substitutes--Weak, Watery. Worthless.

COND'S EXTRACT Co., 76 Fifth Avenue, New York




dressing




THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 211 Columbus Ave., BOSTON, MASS.









VOL. 5.




MENASHA, FEBRUARY, 1899.




NO. 4.




Wisconsin and the World King- gram plan, well balanced and full of thought, for




dom.




Who shall be senator-will doubtless be determined before these lines find readers.

The people of Wisconsin know, tolerably well, whom they want. So do the machine politicians. So do the bosses and the thugs and the saloon and brewery gang. It is suggestive to note whom each wants. May God so send his providence into the struggle that Wisconsin shall send to her "House of Lords" a clean, brave man, true to God, true to the people's nobler interests, true to his own manhood. Such men are at hand.
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The Chicago Commons prints a full length picture of Mayor Jones, of Toledo, and with it his announcement to the workmen for the year, of a five per cent. dividend from the profits of the firm, not as gratuity but as right; also-what without the dividend might seen vain, but with it speaks eloquently and touchingly-a lay ser mon, or homily, breathing the spirit of the real brotherhood of the Sons of God in the true Kingdom of God. It is a most cheering sign of the times-practice and preaching in one bundle.
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the use of Woman's Home and Foreign Missionary Societies.




*




Anybody who is looking for it may find, in the last issue of the Diocese Fond du Lac, a form of "Prayer for the Dead" which is guaranteed to be both Presbyterian and Scotch! It is possible that the members of the local churches where it started are to be understood as its objects.




*




Now is the pivotal time to to do your part, by petitions and letters to Washington, in preserving to poor Alaska the slight legal barrier which remains between saloon rapacity and the poor Esquimaux whom it covets as victims.




Wsiconsin Branch W. B. M. I.




TO MRS. R. COBURN.




Over against the treasury 
  Hundreds of years ago, 


Its Master sat-while past Him 
  The crowd surged to and fro. 





Today his representatives

With watchful hand and eye, Guard the same Master's treasure, And hold it loyally.




A score and more of mortal years, 
  One faithful hand and brain, 
Have served the women of our board 
  For love and not for gain. 





One of the states-women of God, 
 Who watch his treasury, 


Her balance of accounts ne'er fails 
  In faith and equity. 





In strength and weakness-youth and age, 
  Spring rain or winter's snow, 
How on the business of the King 
  She hath gone forth, we know. 


And looking back we record make 
 How, without haste or rest, 
With unassuming, patient strength 
  Her service stands confessed. 


We know how hardly pressed the weight 
  Of care, that never ceased; 


Of watch. when gifts came slowly, and 
 Knowledge of lack increased. 





She knew that "figures cannot be;" She knew how patient eyes Saddened, when order to "retrench," Filled them with dread surprise.




And yet, in pain or joy or fear,

Of twenty faithful years,

She knows that through Earth's gain or loss, 
  His Kingdom blest appears! 


We bring her greeting-yet not we, 
  But the whole work she shares 
Crowns her, with all the faithful years 
 Of labor and of prayer. 





Chelsee, Mass., Oct. 1898.




REBECCA Perley Reed.









EDITORIAL.




Temperance Loyalty.




The dispensary system is undoubtedly gaining ground and promises to become no mean factor in alleviating the evils of intemperance. Of the system in South Carolina the New York Sun recently said: "At the present time there is not an original package shop in the state; there are comparatively few blind-tigers; the dispensary system has more friends than it ever had before, and all declare that it has come to stay. All efforts against it now look, not to more whisky, but to prohibition."

South Dakota has recently adopted it by the following constitutional amendment: "The manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors shall be under exclusive State control, and shall be conducted by duly authorized agents of the State, who shall be paid by salary and not by commission."

Legislative measures in the interests of temperance are prohibitory or restrictive. It is not the purpose of this article to discuss their relative merits. The writer has often observed that very good men do not agree in these matters; and he is of the opinion that, usually, where there is lack of unanimity, some one is mistaking a part of the truth for the whole; and what is really needed is to perceive this fact and put the elements of truth together. Probably no one method is always good and no particular method is altogether bad. Conditions vary so that each may find its fitting place.

But while the friends of temperance are divided in theory and in method the saloon and liquor interests stand shoulder to shoulder and have things their own way. While they meet by their representatives in large conventions, and unite upon some plan of action and work together, the friends of temperance look askance at each other, cherish their little panaceas for the evils of intemperance, and the principle of temperance suffers. What is now needed on the part of temperance workers is some of the practical sense of their

opponents. We need to understand that loyalty to a principle is more than loyalty to precept; that loyalty to temperance may sometimes mean a changing of the precept that has been determining our vote and our attitude toward a particular method of reform. We need to see that, according to local conditions, the loyal temperance man can legitimately work for prohibition in one town and in another, ally himself with high-license, or, what is one better, a local application of the dispensary system.

The writer sometimes feels a little out of patience with those who are always crying, vote and work the way you pray. He sees no essential hypocrisy-when a man has carefully counted noses in his community to see if local prohibition




is possible-in his working for a restrictive measure, while, in his church, are still ringing the echoes of a prohibition prayer. Perhaps this may be just the part that God desires of him in answering his prayer. It is to be feared that the consistency which some people exalt and by which they impugn the motives of others, is

that of which Emerson said: it "is the vice of small minds." Let us not imagine that the principle of temperance can be stated in a rule that will settle for us, without the necessity of thinking, just what we are always to do and how we are always to vote.

There are a few towns and cities in our state that have prohibition and sufficient public sentiment to inforce it. Would to God that there were more of them! There are a great many communities in our state where, as considered from the standpoint of local option, prohibition is not at present possible. In many of these communities if they were told what the dispensary system is, I believe there would be a considerable majority in favor of it.

The dispensary system is directed against the saloon. There are many men who drink who are yet not friends of the saloon. They are respectable men, and men of influence. They buy their wines and beer by the case and drink them in their homes with their families. I have nothing to offer in extenuation of their practice. It is a fact, and for prohibition the most discouraging fact it has to face; a fact that precludes, I fear, any general triumph of prohibition.

The friends of temperance reinforced by this considerable element of society, which must be reckoned with, are strong enough to overcome the distinctively saloon element. And would not that be gain and temperance loyalty? For who is there who does not know that the public saloon is in itself an evil distinct from the drink-evil !

Our respectable friend who drinks in his home might regard the dispensary system as in itself an end. Our prohibition friend does not have to agree with him here. He may look upon it as a means to, and a step toward, a better end, and so be quite loyal to his principles. If he is not large enough to attain his ideal in one step, but one step will bring him a little nearer to it, shall he




not take it?




CLEMENT A. BOUGHTON.




Rest Day Association Notice. Having spent two months as assistant superintendent of the Reform Bureau in Washington, and traveling through Ohio, holding reform meetings, I expect to be in Wisconsin about Feb. 3, and wish all who desire help in the work for our holy Sabbath to correspond with me as soon as practicable. Please also send letters and petitions to save Alaska liquor laws.




Yours for the Master, J. B. DAVISON.









New Year at Mondovi.




A cut of the Mondovi church is given on our first page as a special mark of honor to a church that has just come to the selfsupporting list. The interesting and extensive denials there and at the out-station, East Pepin (see Mondovi news item) under Pastor Rowell and his co-laborers have had much influence in bringing about this result. The good work still goes on. In spite of the failure, on account of the blizzard, of the Council called for Nov. 22, the organization with 36 members was effected at East Pepin December 11, with the aid of home talent.

The article on "Home Missions" by Wilfred Rowell reproduced in Our Church Life from the Beloit Round Table, is from a son of this pastor.




STORY OF THE CHURCH.




The Congregational church, of Mondovi, was organized Aug. 17, 1861, Rev. A. Kidder, of Eau Claire, acting as moderator of the meeting. There were only seven charter members, viz: Mr. Thomas Dillon, Samuel M. Newton, Mary C. Newton, Mrs. Sarah B. Waste, Luther Eager, Mrs. Abagail A. Eager and Miss Hannah A. Waste, but several others joined a few weeks later, of whom Mrs. Thomas Dillon, Mrs. Wm. Armour, Mrs. Annie Ferry and Mr. and Mrs. Francis Neal are still living in Mondovi. On Oct. 30, 1870, the present edifice was dedicated, Rev. F. B. Doe, then of Fond du Lac, preaching the sermon. The last bills were paid by the Church Building Society, which made a grant of $606. The present membership is 102, nearly half of whom entered into covenant with the church during the past year. The Church has long been assisted by the Home Mis. Soc., but henceforth will endeavor to be self supporting, and in its turn, try to assist in carrying on the work of Gospel Evangelization in needy places. The figures for the year were recounted in our last issue.




The Corning Day.




A SONG, BY W. HAUGHTON.

There rose upon the gloom a star, 
  So beautifully bright, 


It mellowed mountain, rock and scar, 
 And warmed the heart of night. 
  O star of Hope! O star of Love! 
          'Tis sweet, so sweet, to know 
    There will be joy in heaven above, 
     And peace on earth below. 


I felt a touch that thrilled my soul 
 Above the sense of time, 


As leaps the shaft from pole to pole 
  Magnetic and sublime- 


O spirit of the living God

 Thy later glory win,- 
Redeem the earth that Jesus trod 
 And cleanse the world of sin. 
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Viroqua, Wis.




Refuge.

BY W. HAUGHTON.

In the shelter of the home- 
  Blessed home; happy home- 
In the shelter of the home- 
Lonely cot, or lordly dome- 
There the tired heart can rest 
On the bosom it loves best, 


  In the shelter of the home. 
In the shadow of God's wings- 
  Blessed wings; holy wings- 
In the shadow of His wings, 
Weary of our wanderings; 
When the troubled day is past 
We may find sweet peace at last, 
  In the shadow of His wings. 


In the refuge of the Rock- 
  Blessed Rock; changeless R^ck- 
In the refuge of the Rock 
Never wave nor tempest shock- 
We can sing the night away 
Till the breaking of the Day, 
  In the refuge of the Rock. 


O my heart that home is thine- 
  Blessed home; happy home- 
O my heart that home is thine, 
And the shelter all divine- 
When the maddened waters roll 
There's thy refuge, O my Soul, 
 And the Rock of Ages Thinel 





In Bohemian Milwaukee.




The Bethlehem Congregational Church is a new name in the Milwaukee list. A council met December 20th by invitation of the Bohemian Mission, corner of 13th and Harmon streets, and advised and assisted in the organization of the church. A little more than two years ago Rev. Joseph Jelinek began work in this field. He has labored diligently, faithfully and wisely, assisted by his excellent wife and two capable daughters. Together they have constituted a strong working force, and now are rewarded by the gathering of the fruits into permanent form. Rev. E. A. Adams, D. D., of Chicago, preached the sermon and assisted in examination and reception of candidates, Rev. Judson Tits worth welcomed the church into the sisterhood of city churches, and Secretary H. W. Carter, representing both the Wisconsin and National Home Missionary societies, which have fostered the mission, gave an address of congratulation and encouragement. The church starts with twenty-five members, a steady congregation, a growing Sunday-school, and an interesting society of Christian Endeavors and gives substantial promise of future enlargement.

Rev. N. T. Blakeslee was moderator of the organizing council, and Rev. Stowe Sawyer, scribe. This is the only protestant church for Milwaukee's ten thousand or more Bohemians, a church of the kind formed prematurely some years ago, after unfortunate experiences, having become extinct. Two of Pastor Hayeni's daughters are graduates from the Milwaukee Normal school and are teaching in the Milwaukee public schools. These, with the rest of his family, are a great lifting force.









The Debt of Wisconsin to Home




Missions. II




Missionary Prize Essay, June, 1898, by Mr. Rowell, a senior in Beloit College, a son of our Home Missionaries, as printed in the Beloit Round Table.

It is important to note here the kind of missionaries who came to minister to these new fields and who moulded the ecclesiastical policy of the State.

They were all good men. Mr. Peet, the Agent of the Society, was a keen reader of the character of men. No one realized more fully than he that a strong foundation must be laid for a strong superstructure in church ministration and discipline. Writing to Sec. Badger, he said: "We want more ministers. We want men that have energy of character; men that will go ahead and yet go safe. We are endeavoring to build up just such churches and institutions as they have in New England. But here we are required to make more aggressive movements. Now, dear Brother, if it is in your power I hope you will send us some better men, if not, don't send any." "An agent in the west who means to do anything must get up in the morning and not sit by the fire till his shoes are blacked and the carriage at the dɔɔr."

High ideals of citizenship, high ideals of pastoral ability and devotion.

And so the call was for good men, exceptional

men. Ordinary men were not good enough for Wisconsin. And good men were found. Many of them are well known to you. The first few were mentioned in the earlier part of this paper, They were followed by Rev. Jeremiah Porter, who took Mr. Peet's place at Green Bay; Rev. O. F. Curtiss at Waukesha; Hopkins at Racine; Seward at Lake Mills; Thayer at Milton; Buckley at Janesville; Foot at East Troy; A. Gaston at Delavan; Dexter Clary at Beloit; S. A. Eaton at Lancaster; Lewis at Platteville; Rev. A. L. Chapin, who came soon afterwards to Milwaukee; Luther Clapp at Wauwatosa. These are some of the spiritual fathers of the state. They founded the convention of churches and Beloit College.

These men coming into a new country were obliged to undergo many hardships and to endure all sorts of privations, but all things were cheerfully borne for the sake of Christ and the Gospel,, Admire the spirit of the Crusaders as we may, praise the heroic faith and courage of our Pilgrim Fathers as we love to do, yet in the high chivalry, of their devotion, in the unselfish consecration of their lives to the honor of God and to the love of country and fellow man, no men or women in American history better deserve the name of heroes than do the early missionaries and their noble wives.

The spirit of these men still lives in the breasts of our Home Missionaries today. They have much to endure and almost the same problems and greater ones to meet than the earlier missionaries. As we give all honor to the fathers let us also remember those who are still preaching and living the religion of Christ in remote and difficult fields of our state.




In the third place, Wisconsin is indebted to Home Missions for strong educational institutions so early established. In the minds of those early settlers with their eastern training and high ideals it was natural that education should be the comerected after the foundation of the church. plement of religion. The college must next be plement of religion.

Our own Beloit College was the first institution of higher learning in the State, being established in 1845. Stephen Peet was the prime mover in the undertaking of its establishment and exercised He was even great care in its early growth. charged with neglect of the Home Missionary work by Sec. Badger. Among other things Mr. Peet wrote to the Secretary in defence of his action was, "The fact is, sir, that college enterprise is one in respect to which you will hereafter be proud to be able to say that it was chiefl; founded and built up by the wisdom and labors of missionaries of the A. M. H. S. and that your agent had an instrumentality in its establishment and early




endowment."
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These institutions were conceived by Home Misissionaries; Home Missionaries consecrated them with their prayers. Home Missionaries divided with them their scanty salaries. Home Missionaries have been their Trustees, Presidents, and Professors, and Home Missionary Churches have supplied them with money and with students; "Home Missionaries were their nursing fathers and Home Missionary churches their nursing mothers." They gave a high ideal to the college as well as to citizenship and to the church.

There are many things which have resulted from Home Missions in Wisconsin and for which the state is greatly indebted which can never be recounted fully or adequately estimated. "An amount of moral influence has been exerted by these ministers and churches in the forming of the character of this state which no arithmetic can individual local church," as Dr. Dr. Lyman says, compute and no mere figures can express." "The "has been our factory of moral energy. The power house of the entire civic system on its moral side." The gospel has been preached not only to congregations connected with the churches but to multitudes in other places and in the scattered settlements of the country. Sabbath schools have been established and multitudes of children brought under religious instruction. The Temperance cause aided, the Bible circulated, Sabbath observance promoted, and many other things, all of which have had an immeasurable influence; such is the all-pervading power of the gospel.

*Some of the State educational institutions were helped to be established by the efforts of our missionaries. Rev. Eleazer Root elected to the Convention in 1848 by constituents of opposite politics introduced the first provision for establishing Normal schools in the State.
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however, it is believed that the matter is satisfactorily adjusted.




Rev. Bro. C. Jensen, of Ogdensburg, who has the Scandinavian parish with "nearly all Europe in it," would be greatly pleased with a second hand. communion service. He says "a handkerchief spread over a table, with an earthen plate of bread, a bottle and a beer glass beside it don't look well."




A kind friend of education has lately sent $100 to help out the current expenses of Endeavor Academy. Principal Cheney is greatly encour aged. Students are increasing and the outlook is chcering. About $600 have been donated by the people of the vicinity, who thus endorse the school with the testimonial of deep self-sacrifice.

Still, as the school goes on, the expense goes on for food and warmth and the faithful teaching. force. Who will be next to lend a hand? Cannot some of the neighboring churches, led by their pastors lift a little? Endeavor deserves it and needs it. The financial statement to Jan. 1, is a model of clearness and a guarantee of rare economy of administration. An important item is "old obligations cancelled." It is hoped these are about closed out, and the way will be easier and




surer.




The Contributor's Plea.

Rummaging in the long overloaded Church Life drawer of the sanctum the other day, the following bits of humorous postal correspondence from thepen of the late beloved Prof. Blaisdell were discovered, and are presented to our readers as too good to be lost.

It is well-known that Dr. Blaisdell's handwriting was of a tppe that often called for severe selfrestraint on the part of compositors, though always abundantly worth deciphering; so that what follows will appeal pleasantly, we trust, to sundry contributors of today, of similar characteristics.




"My dear Mr. K—:




I have two sorrows: one that I have given Mr. and Mrs. B- trouble, which is indeed a double sorrow; the other that there is a possibility of my being held to say what I did not say. The first cannot be helped, but only be repented of and receive disciplinary retribution. The other,—is it beyond the possibility of relief? I suppose it is, but dont let me say anything untrue, unkind, harmful, wicked, and bad grammar, bad spelling. I am delighted that I did not over-run my space. That, of itself, is, in me, marvelous, and I shall plead it in bar of purgatory; supereogatory! Dear friend, how gentle your are with me.




[image: [blocks in formation]]







[image: [merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small]]


Total.........




......




S. S. & P. S.




Beloit 1st, .50; Rochester, $1.17; .Total...




6.00




1.67
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One answer to the questions How to make missionary meetings interesting, and how to raise money for missions, may be, illustrate them with stereopticon views. In nearly every town there is a lantern which can be procured for an evening's entertainment. The sterecpticon with gas light is of course best, but an oil lantern will answer just as well for ordinary use. Any society wishing to act upon the suggestion can have the use of slides illustrating India or Turkey. They comprise views of cities, temples, tombs, idols, people of various castes, missionary stations and equipments, schools, teachers and scholars, etc.

These pictures can be accompanied by short essays by members of the society, the secretary assigning topics a short time before hand.

Any society can have the use of these pictures without charge, except for necessary expense, by writing to Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, 784 Booth Street, Milwaukee,




Mrs. R. Coburn.




Since the last issue of Our Church Life Mrs. R. Coburn of Whitewater has entered into rest and her eternal reward. She was identified with the Wisconsin Branch from the beginning, and for a long time served as Treasurer. Two years ago advancing age and feeble health compelled her to relinquish the office. By her active interest, and her presence at annual meetings, she became known and honored throughout the State, and at future meetings will be greatly missed. Always faithful, always willing, she was able, with God's help, to accomplish much.




Young People's Work.

The Christian Endeavorers of the Southwestern district are rallying enthusiastically to the support of their missionary at Harpoot. Letters from Miss Ellsworth are printed in the local papers, and are circulated among the societies. Appleton pledges $10.00; Mazomanie, $5.00; Stoughton, $7.00; for Dr. Goddard's work at Inghok.




Anne B. Sewell.




A letter is sent out from the Chicago office to the Christian Endeavor societies asking them to plan to meet their apportionment to the full this year, and noting five cssentials for success: 1st. Prayer, for the work in foreign lands; for ourselves, that our knowledge of the work and sense of responsibility may increase. 2d. Missionary meetings held regularly, at least once a month. 3d. More careful study of Congregational missionary literature, especially "Mission Studies" and the "Missionary Herald." 4th. A thorough canvass for pledges from every member of the society. 5th. The realization that it is our privilege and duty to be co-workers in God's plan for evangelizing the world.




Ministerial Movements.




Jordan, Mr. W. J., Chicago Seminary, accepts call to remain another year at Shopiere.

Lyon, Rey. F. Emory, resigns at Sun Prairie. Mathews, Rev. S. S., of Milwaukee, Hanover street, called to Westfield church, Danielson, Ct.

Martin, Rev. A. A., of Pittsfield, accepts call to Prentice. Pake, Rev. Margaret R., of Melrose, called to supply at Prentice.

Richardson, Rev. D. A., (not Chambers) has accepted a call to Bloomer and Cleveland and begun work.

Robinson, Rev. Orrin L., of Baraboo, resigns to accept a position as District Secretary of the Wisconsin Children's Home Society.

Rowland, Rev. John H., withdraws resignation at Waupun,









Books and Exchanges.




The Apostles' Creed in the Light of Modern Discussion, by Henry A. Stimson, D. D.

The discussion in this volume is very timely. Dr. Stimson beleives that the faith of the first century is to be the faith of the twentieth, one evidence being that the Apostles' Creed, the oldest extant Christian confession, is rapidly and widely finding a new acceptance. Letting the non-essentials go, there remain the great central truths, which were set forth at first and which ever must remain. It is Dr. Stimson's task to show how much the present time is in agreement with the declarations in the Apostles' Creed.

In the seventeen chapters of which the book consists, Dr. Stimson takes up first the affirmation of man, showing what it means to say "I believe." Then follow in order-The Affirmation of God, of the Father, of the Creator, of the Son of God, of the Incarnation, of the Atoning Sacrifice, of the Resurrection, of the Efficient Christ, of the Coming Judge, of the Holy Ghost, of the Church, of the Heavenly Home, of Pardon, of a Bodily Resurrection, of Eternal Life and of the Ancient Faith as a Whole.

In each case Dr. Stimson defines what the affirmation of each article in the Creed means on the lips of Christians today, then makes clear the grounds on which the affirmation rests and the resulting influence on the life of the church. The copious illustrative citations from a wide range of ancient and modern writings will aid the scholarly reader.

There are few Christians who cannot gain from a reading of this book a new impulse to vigorous faith and a new comprehension of the relations of their belief to their own practical living, as well as to the thought of the age.

Pp. 362. $1.50, Boston, THE PILGRIM PRESS, Chicago.

"Is there Immortality in Sin and Suffering?" Price 5 cents. Box 18, Anaheim, Cal.

This is a pamphlet reprint of an old work revised, and with additional authorities and quotations giving the familiar arguments for conditional immortality, with a plea for the non-eternity of future punishment. The name of the author does not appear.

THE LIVING AGE. The Fortnightly Review's brilliant article on Lord Rosebery as The Disraeli of Liberalism will be reprinted entire in The Living Age for Feb. 18.

The leading feature in The Living Age for Feb. 11 will be a striking paper on State Socialism, by F. Nobili-Vitelleschi, translated from the leading Italian review, Nuova Antologia. One of the most valuable contributions to the recent literature of child study, is Professor James Sully's paper called "Dollatry" which The Living Age for Feb. 25, will reprint from The Contemporary. As the quaint title suggests, this is a partly serious aud partly playful consideration of the attitude of children toward their dolls.

Love your lover.-Admiration may do for friendship, but marriage absolutely demands love.

I would say to all young wome 1 (and I would I had the tongues of angels to say it as I should), "Love your lover or do not marry him." Respect and admiration may do for friendship; marriage absolutely demands love. You remember that when the apostle Peter sums up the qualities that go to make the perfect Christian character he does not begin by urging the necessity of faith. He assumes its existence at the start. He says, 'Add to your faith, virtue; and to virtue knowledge." It is as if he would have us know that faith is not to be regarded simply as an adornment to the Christian character. It is a prerequisite. It is the atmosphere in which the Christian life has its breath and being. So it is with love when the time comes to settle the gravest question of life.HELEN WATTERSON MOODY in the February Ladies Home Journal.




UNIQUE SOUVENIR.




The Second Congregational Church, Putman, Conn., Rev. Frank D. Sargent, pastor, sends forth in finely printed and illustrated pamphlet form, its official list, pastor's message, and condensed annual reports; but-more especial and unique -a twenty-three page poem in varied measure, and admirably put, by a lady of the parish-Mrs. C. W. Williams, entitled "The Year in Rhyme." It is full of local hits and quaint descriptions of church and parish affairs for the entire season.

The January BIBLICAL WORLD has a fine editorial on "The Relation of Study to Teaching." An illustrated account of the University of Paris, by Profr. Ira M. Price, and an article of deep interest to all who pursue the International Service of lessons, on the purpose and plan of the gospel of John.

THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATIONALIST for January is a Fargo College number and contains upon its front an excellent likeness of President H. C. Simmons (Beloit class of '69) which recalls a remark of Profr. Emerson, when he took occasion to look up the ministers marked "W. C." (without charge) among the names of Beloit alumni in the Congregational Year-book. He discovered, he said, that nearly all the W. C. were either foreign missionaries or presidents of colléges!




The International Evangel for February gives an account, by Prof. H. M. Hammill, of the Wisconsin State S. S. Convention at Milwaukee, also a schedule of the Sunday-school statistics of all nations in latest figures, placing the 12 million total membership in the United States far beyond any European nation. Indeed all Europe has less than 11 million.

Other Exchanges-The Clay worker, Indianapolis-Ripon College Days-Boone Standard-Northwestern Mail, Madison-Cut Gems, Troy, N. Y.-Wisconsin Christian Advocate, West Green Bay-The Motor, Madison-Public Libraries, Chicago-The Lake Breeze, Sheboygan-The American Messenger, NY.




Personal.




District Missionary Dexter, in Adams County, at New Chester and neighboring fields, during December and January with Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, has been aiding in a revival of unusua! Marked conversions have occurred and in power. encouraging numbers.

District Missionary Whitelaw, at Clintonville and Embarrass, with Pastor Gerrie, in January, has helped in meetings resulting in general quickening.

Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D., of Milwaukee, was o address Home Missionary rallies, i. Ripon, Feb. 2, and in Menasha, Feb. 3, Secretary Carter being also scheduled to attend. Rev. Wm. H. Atcheson and family, upon removing from Bloomer to Baldwin, were presented with three beautiful chairs and many expressions of esteem.

Chapel talks in Ripon College were given Jan. 17, by Rev. J. H. Rowland, of Waupun, on "The Irish Peasantry;" Jan. 24, by Principal Chas. O. Merica, of the Waukesha Reform School, on "Youthful Offenders."

Rev. C. A. Chambers, of Dartford, supplied the Ripon pulpit Jan. 22, in the pastor's illness and is now aiding Pastor J. A. Thomas, of Saxville, in evangelistic services.




Winnebago Convention at Shiocton.

Numbers aid enthusiasm, and help to make a good meeting better. The first session was called to order only to find that no quorum was present. But all who were there will, f possible, be at the next convention. The meeting proved to be "one of the best sessions ever held." "At high water mark from beginning to end." "Papers and addresses were of high order of merit." Brother Hitchcock, through all the session, on the alert to see and provide for the comfort and the interest of those who attended, led the procession from depot to the cozy church.

From the trying times when the Pilgrims decided to seek a country where they might worship God, to their minds, in spirit and in truth, through all their history Congregationalists have loved to pray. The same love was seen at Shiocton, and the devotional meetings were helpfully led. The first paper given was a discussion of the old, yet new, question, "How to Reach the Masses," by Rev. J. Herbert. "Loyalty to the truth,' "earnest seeking after men" and "a manly presentation of the truth," was said to be some of the necessities of the work.




"




Rev. John Faville being unavoidably absent, Secretary Carter introduced the subject of "Ministerial Supply, Qualification and Training." The discussion was earnest. For the interest of the work of the Master there must be a high and carefully guarded standard.

The afternoon session was a kaliedoscope view of our Home Mission problems that those who heard it will not soon forget. "Finances" by Stcretary Carter showed that the effort is on, not to be given up, for the entire state to take care of its own work.

Rev. H. S. Evert, of Chilton, made us to see in his inimitable way "The German Problem." Rev. W. E. Rigby, of Kewaunee, in a paper that was bright and discerning, brought before us the Bohemian character and the problem of its christianization. Rev. J. Jensen, a leader among the Scandinavians, told of needs and the work being done and to be done among his nationality. The Sunday-school could not have a better presentation than Supt. Haun gave it. In the evening we had a treat in song by the good singers of Shiocton assisted by Rev. E. N. Andrews, followed by a sermon by one of the brethren we are all glad to welcome, Rev. A. E. Leonard, of Menasha. It was a plea that we all would live the life of a "specialist" in the Master's service.

The second day brought other pastors and delegates and the business of the convention was attended to.

The prayer hour was followed by Rev. F. N. Dexter in a breezy report of the National Council. "Plans for the Fall and Winter Campaign for the Master" led to a helpful discussion of methods and means to be used. After the noon hour "The Covenant Duties of Church Members," to the pastor, the Sunday-school, the general meeting and to benevolence, was presented by Rev. Messrs. Osgood, Leonard, Bliss and Kilburne.

At 7:30 p. m. a song service led by Rev. W. B. Millard and a sermon from that prince of men, Rev. E. H. Merrill, D. D., closed the session. J. H.
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Mr. E. D. Smith, Menasha, $500; Mr. F. J. Harwood, Appleton, $50; Mr. E. B. Kilbourne, Racine,' $40; Judge J. B. Cassoday, $10; Mr. A. H. Hollister, Madison, $10; Mrs. H. E. Myers, Appleton, $5; Miss Mary D. Reid, Fontana, $5; Dr. Gillespie, Kenosha. $5; Mrs. R. L. McCormick, Hayward, $2; Mr. E. W. Clifton, Lancaster, $1; Mr. H. C. Van Hovenberg. Eau Claire, $1; Mrs. Mary Sterling, New London, .75. Total......




$ 324.43




269.75
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Massachusetts once withdrew support from a small, unpromising field on Cape Cod, which the Methodists took up and finally from it received a legacy of a million dollars.




The Calumet and Heckla Copper mines of Michigan, among the most prosperous in the world, are closed from midnight Saturday till midnight Sunday.




All portions of the country reported reduced receipts for a scries of years due to hard times, with reduced incomes especially in the business centers-specialized gifts-Dr. Pearson's plan of raising money for colleges (with grand results for us all in the long run) and various other causes.




The fact was re-emphasized that Home Missionary superintendents and secretaries are Missionary leaders, and their expenses to be charged chiefly as missionary rather than administrative.




The North Wisconsin Home Missionary Society has its annual meeting at Ashland Feb. 14, Tuesday, where future plans and relations with the State society will be discussed.
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En route, Secretary Carter attended the 90th anniversary of his home church at Tallmadge, Ohio. The town and church were founded in 1807 and 1809 respectively, as models (See Dr. Strong's "Our Country") by Rev. David Bacon, father of Rev. Leonard Bacon. For a time every deed required two dollars per year for every 100 acres of land perpetually, for the support of the gospel, which feature was designed to diaw only religious people to the place.

The place has always been noted for its intelligence and benvolence. Twenty-one ministers and 29 minister's wives besides seven missionary teachers have been furnished. No year, since the organization of the American board in 1810, has passed without an offering from this church.

A Christian Academy was one of the early institutions. Until the war of 1812 the "Portage Trail" passing two and a half miles west of the meeting house was the extreme western frontier, the boundary between civilization and the Indians.

In those early days, babies were found to thrive as well on soot-tea (from the chimney) as well as now upon Mellen's Food.

The three foundation stones of the town's remarkable record were emphasized as the Divine Christ, the Holy Scriptures and the Sacred Sabbath.




The original charters of Massachusetts and Connecticut were to enable them to do missionary work among the heathen beyond, and it became necessary to change these charters to make it possible for these states to care for their own religiously destitute. The Massachusetts Home Missionary society now maintains two churches in the town where the Pilgrims landed.




From the Field.




DIST. MISS'Y. F. N. Dexter.




The year 1899 has opened very happily. God has blessed the work of our good old society. In New Chester we helped Bro. Stevenson, pastor, in a two weeks' series of meetings with very encouraging results. There was a large number of conversions, and the church was strengthened by several additions.

New Chester is not greatly given to pastoral changes. It has had the services of Pastors Perkins, Staples, and Marden, all of whom, after serving God and their people faithfully, died in pastoral office. Their successors, it is hoped, will have an equally long, and honorable service.

The meetings in New Chester were characterized by great warmth, and depth of feeling on the part of the christians. It has been many years since they have had so rich a work of grace. In spite of very cold weather, and slippery roads, people came from all around, a distance of 4 or 5 miles, and at nearly every service the building was crowded.

Among very interesting incidents, was the testimony of an old German mother in Israel. During one of the meetings, she got up, and in a broken way, related how in the early days of the church, in their pioneer poverty, she and her husband had sacrificed to keep this work going. "By and by." she said "our children were converted, and we were so glad! Now I'm old, and about done working. I'm all ready to go to heaven. I have worked awful hard, and got awful tired, but now that I hear my children testifying, and see my grand children giving themselves to Jesus. I feel I'm getting my pay for all the hard work I've done. Yes now I'm getting my pay!"

The meetings in New Cliester were followed by a series in Easton. Here many years ago, a church was organized. By the growth of the church people in White Creek joined, and the church was known as the "Easton and White Creek" church.

A majority of members came in from White Creek, and the name was changed to "White Creek and Easton."

Under General Missionary Cheney's leadership a church building was erected in White Creek and the center of church life was moved there. Easton is five miles from White Creek, and upon holding meetings it was found to be very desirable that there should be a separate organization for Easton, as there are several young people who wish to come into church relations, and White Creek is too far away. The meetings resulted in great quickening, and a church was organized. Steps will soon be taken, it is confidently hoped, to erect a church building. The meetings here were remarkably well attended, and were of deep interest.









Apportionment Convention.




The Seventh Annual Apportionment Convention of the auxiliaries and of the C. H. M. S. was attended at the Congregational Rooms, in the United Charity's Building N. Y. city, upon Wednesday January 25th, by 27 representatives of the 11 auxiliaries (all but Maine) which belong to the compact and of the National Society.

Wisconsin was represented by its President and Secretary. The proposed radical change of the compact to the plan of apport oning by percentages instead of lump sums was generally objected to especially by the eastern auxiliaries. It was finally unanimously and harmoniously agreed to keep the compact unchanged, except in case of refunds to auxiliaries, when the receipts of the National Society do not reach its apportionment, in which case only enough of the claim of the particular auxiliary is to be returned to make the ratio of its receipts to its apportionment, the same as that of the National Society's receipts to its apportionment.

This helps to equalize the burdens and the benefits that arise from the compact and is another element in the evolution which unifies and magnifies the work for the whole country, while still further emphasizing the obligation and opportunity of each Auxiliary as a part of this great Kingdom Extension Agency.




Wisconsin was considerately treated as always, and especially because of its transition state in its forward movement for self support of the entire state.

Our apportionment is $15,825. If this is needed and if this amount of Wisconsin money is received at both state and National treasuries, we are also entitled to $2,175 from the National treasury-(which is half the apportionment for North Wisconsin this current year) if we cannot make up our needed. $18,000 from state contributions. We are expected to assume responsibility for North Wisconsin at once, and are endeavor. ing to raise our full $18,000 without any drafts upon the funds of the National Society.




Something from everyone, with a total of as many dollars as there are resident church members will meet our needs without aid from outside the state.




Let every Sabbath school and Endeavor Society, as well as every congregation, Woman's Society and individual members share in bringing up the average of its church to the goal, and beyond if possible, for the sake of the weaker ones.

Endeavor Day-Wisconsin Day-circulars were sent to all Wisconsin societies asking them to share as above, and showing that for the past two years contributious had been reported from only 25 of the 155 Wisconsin societies and a total of 190 and 161 in the two years respectively. A large permanent increase is confidently expected in interest, prayer and gifts for our great state work.




Mr. E, D. Smith's committee sent out over 800 letters (with stamp enclosed in each for reply) to individuals asking special extra gifts from those supposed to be able to make these without lessening their ordinary gifts.

Up to the middle of January no reply had been received from nearly 600. One hundred and fifty had excused themselves for various reasons, usually coupled with expressions of interest in the work.

Fifty (not including Mr. Smith) had pledged or paid about $1,000 for the first year, and between $365 and $390 yearly for the following four years.

The fore part of January about 400 postal reminders were sent to those not heard from.

The returns so far have been disappointing to the Committee, and yet the results are of great value not only in cash but in the attention and interest aroused, and the larger effect which will undoubtedly appear in the general church offerings, to say nothing of additions that are still to be made to this fund.

Great credit is due especially to Mr. Smith for the large expenditure of time and money which he is personally giving to this movement.




It is not too late for our silent partners to do their share. Contributions or pledges should be reported before March 1st, so far as practicable to enable the March Church Life to forecast the future.

Gratifying returns and expressions are coming from many churches.

Let none fail in this day of opportunity and obligation. Rallies with helpful results have been held at Madison, Milwaukee, Eau Claire, Janesville, Elkhorn, Ripon and Menasha with others to follow at other points.

President Leavitt is giving wise and earnest leadership in this campaign of conquest, devoting much time and strength personally to the rallies and other features of the Advance Movement.




Day of Prayer at Milwaukee-Downer.




The exercises at Milwaukee-Downer on the Day of Prayer for colleges were peculiarly helpful and inspiring. The services of the day were in charge of the Rev. E. G. Updike, of Madison.

At the morning service, after prayer by the Rev. Judson Titsworth, Dr. Updike spoke on the words found in Luke x;27. "And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy mind." Dr. Updike contrasted instinctive love, heart love, with mind love, that real love in which feelings have their basis in thought. The religious life must be based not on mere feeling but must be the result of a love that has its roots deep in the truth. The will cannot say, I will love this or that; the mind must preceive these qualities and dwell upon them until they become a part of itself.

When we love with the mind death itself cannot take away the object of our affection Life is measured by correspondence. If the mind has correspo: dence with the things that are eternal the objects of our love can never be taken from us. Let us love God with our minds. Our thought of God is not formed from some theological statement made long ago. Our knowledge of God comes from study of the Bible, just as truly from God's other book. Nature and from Man himself, made in the image of God. Every invention in science, every discovery in psychology adds to our knowledge of God. Truth cannot harm truth. Study your Bible. Welcome new truth. Rationalism believes all truth comes from logical processes but the highest truths are reached by spiritual insight. Religious culture must aid this spiritual insight by guarding, sustaining and directing it. This side of our natures must be given tinie to develop; it does not come of itself. There must be attention and study if we would learn ways to love the Lord our God with all our minds.

In the afternoon Dr. Updike spoke on the words; Take heed how ye think, emphasizing the necessity of mental integrity. mental bravery and mental tolerance. He said the standard for mental honesty seemed lower than that for other kinds of honesty. This should not be so. We should be honest in our thinking. Paul was not honest with himself when he was a persecutor. He was not true to his conscience. "Is it not hard for thee to kick against the goads?"

Dr. F. W. Robertson in a period of doubt and perplexity felt sure of but one thing, that it must be right to do right. Starting with this he reconstructed faith from which he never afterwards wavered. These periods of reconstruction come to almost every mind. Perfect honesty cannot fail to find the truth.

Mental bravery is higher than physical bravery. Be willing to take risks for the truth even though the consequences may not be pleasant.

Mental tolerance is openness to new truth. Some things are settled forever and are no longer debatable but new questions are constantly coming up about which opinions may differ. There is identity, continuity in faith; as Paul sail, I have finished my course; I have kept the faith." And yet new knowledge brings enlarged thought; Paul's faith at the close of his life was different from that at the beginning.

Milwaukee, Wis., Jan. 26, 1899.




Personal,




Rev. Wm. Atcheson and family, upon removing from Bloomer to Baldwin, were presented with three beautiful chairs and many expressions of esteem.

Rev. Dr. John Faville writes from Peoria, Ill., of cordial reception in his new field, which he finds large and pleasant, with ample opportunity for work and cordial readiness of the people to co-operate. Mr. Faville hopes to return to the Young Men's Club banquetat Appleton, late in February. He sends kindly remembrances and a copy of a weekly leaflet of church and Sunday School notes, with church directory and order of Sunday services.

Mr. Davidson former pastor at Delavan, still resides there, in impaired health. A purse of $100 at Christmas-time and other gifts at various times have reminde him that his old parish have warm hearts and thoughtful heads.




A lady of means in Delavan, connected with the Baptist church, reveals her breadth of spirit in a gift of $600, for the Congregational parsonage debt, leaving about $900 still due on this fine new property. Here is Christian fellowship of a rare and beautiful type.









Missions and Benevolence.




Christian Giving is Worship.

Worship recognizes the worthship of God, the quality of being worthy. How can we best express our sense of the worthiness of God?

Words like cars may run empty. It costs little to bend the knee. It is easy to say "Here Lord I give myself away." But one does not give himself away in the lump and have done with it. That is a process to be taken up every day. Little by little we surrender self till all of self is exchanged for all of Christ. This involves the subordination of every thing which we value to Christ, lest it become a rival of Him for our hearts. We need an element in our worship that will test its sincerity, which will probe the loquacity of our praise. We need the sense of the worthiness of God which led David to say "Neither will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God of that which cost me nothing." Otherwise our worship will be in danger of running into froth and vanity. Hence the practice of offering of our substance to the Lord, and of carrying this to the point of self denial, is a necessary element of Christian worship: It proves our sincerity.

But it is asked what need has the Almighty of our small offerings? Is not the earth and the fullness thereof His? Yes, truly, but His property in this world is in the hands of stewards whom He is training to know the joy of giving as He, the supreme giver, knows it. But I answer again, No! He has no need of your gift. He is not a Lazarus at your gate. Nor is He a tax gatherer. But the father of prodigal children whom He seeks to win back to Himself. He seeks "not yours but you." He wants you to come in freedom and love, not paying a tax, but bringing a thank offering, a token of your appreciation of Him. And He accepts the gift for the sake of the fragment of heart that is in it. And for what does He want these hearts of ours? To fill them with His own unsearchable riches. Riches of faith, of noble doing. Riches of love and joy in the Lord. But if you do not wish to stand before Him in relations of loyalty and love as a free child of His, freely receiving and freely giving, there is another relation for you, that of the unfaithful steward. Pay what you owe Him and that will end the matter. Give the an account of your stewardship. Pass in your bill and let Him collect His. When that is done what have you left? Not a foot of earth, not a shingle over your head, not a kernel of corn, not a shadow of home, not a gasp of air, not a ray of light, not a moment of time, not a hope of heaven. You are a skeleton and your bones are marrowless.

"Bring an offering and come before Him. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness."
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J. C.




Our American Board of officials and missionaries are confidently looking for a forward movement in our churches in the interest of this work. The retrenchment that has been made necessary by reason of the diminishing receipts of the past few years they feel has been pressed as far as Providence and the churches will permit. Let us be awake to their stirring call. If aught inanimate appears before us at the Judg. ment Day our sciap baskets will be there to testify to our hard heartedness.

A recent letter sent out by the Co-operating committee from the Chicago office asking each church for a definite amount for the year ending Aug. 31, 1899, deserves our hearty acquiescence. While in no sense an assessment, yet it is an approximate standard as nearly just as can be ordinarily fixed, and, we should say, is put at a figure much too low. How many will endeavor to do better than they are asked to do?

In the minutes of the last National Council just received our pastors will find much that they cannot afford to miss reading. Especially do we here commend the paper on "Modern Methods in Missionary Work," and the "Statements from the Benevolent Societies."

Our Wisconsin churches made last year what we thought a magnificent offering to the foreign work, $10,048. And yet less than half of our churches gave their congregations an opportunity to give to this work; and eighty gave nothing either from congregation, missionary society, Sunday-school or Y. P. S. C. E. Were you one of the negligent pastors or church workers?

The churches connected with our foreign work last year received a larger total number on confession of faith than in any preceding year, 4,602 souls. This is an increase of over ten per cent. The total additions on confession to our churches in the United States were but five per cent. of the membership and in Wisconsin less than six per cent. Is this any indication of comparative vitality of the churches and of the missions?

Is it any more reasonable, just or humane for even our weakest churches to omit from their schedule of benevolence any of the authorized agencies in missionary or benevolent work, than for a parent to omit a part of the six or seven about the breakfast table because there is hardly enough for a full meal for all?




Educational.




The Christian College.




The second address in the series now in progress in the First Congregational church, of Beloit, on the above subject was given Jan. 22, by Prof. Henry M. Whitney. A synopsis is subjoined:

THE STUDY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AS AN INSTRUMENT OF




CHRISTIAN CULTURE.




One of the most important things in our lives is our choice of our reading. Thought is the food of our mind; and the reading of the best books has been the central cause by which many an unschooled and self-depreciating man of business, perhaps a clerk on a salary, has been better taught and more symmetrically rounded in his culture and in his manhood than many a graduate of schools.

But study is reading in the comparative or superlative degree. Bacon bids us read to "weigh and consider," to "chew and digest." We had better be thorough where the book is worth it; as a general thing, whatever is worth reading is worth reading well, and that means good, hard study. A peculiarly fine quality of man is made by the mere reading and re-reading of Shakspere. His works are a treasure-house of intellectual, moral, and spiritual suggestion; they have a depth of penetration into the very heart of man, a breadth and range of vision, an eloquence, a beauty, such as can be found nowhere else outside the Bible. It is a part of Shakspere's greatness that he can bear being "weighed and considered"; his works can be studiously gone over year after year with ever more richly rewarding results.

All literatures are akin to this. It was so with the Hebrew, the Greek; those who studied them became men of intellect and spiritual power. We are dealing now with the English, first, because it is the richest literature in the world, and second, because it is our own. It is a truism to say the study of English literature is more than reading. Reading may be extremely passive, while people of intellectual and spiritual power have been made in all ages by deep and serious thought, by laborious and continued study, by the active use, not the passive attitude, of the mind.

The lecture system in our Colleges and Universities has very largely left the pupils inert. They have taken enormous quantities of notes, but it does not follow that they have ever looked over those notes or have remembered a word. One of the most prominent Englishmen has recently said that the teachers of Great Britain were “bringing up a generation in the supposition that all the child had to do was to sit still like a pitcher under a pump." He who teaches must seek, first of all, to evoke an active soul in those who are given him in charge. When that is secured, education, culture, proceed apace.

But our subject calls us to consider the relation of the study of the best books to a culture that is distinctively Christian; directed, not toward conversion or church membership, but toward Christian character.

The first effect of such study is to broaden the thought. Large thoughts wake us up to the existence of a great world outside our own narrow realm; to be Christlike toward that larger world we must first find out that it exists. Such is the influence of the stories of Scott; he made the peasant seem nob le in practising manly virtues; he portrayed ruin falling even upon a Leicester and a Mary, who would not live by the law of love. This is the kind of book that we crave. We want our books to help us to live rightly; we want ideals, examples, motives, the reason why, great thoughts, the interpretation of our own hearts to ourselves, faith to believe in our fellowmen, in ourselves, in our God. If a book does not do this sort of work it is not literature; it is only a book.

The schools should begin to make the child acquainted with the great masters as soon as he gets within the Kindergarten doors. Children get on in their powers of appreciation wonderfully fast.

The amount of reading required for admission to college is little; he has been intellectually starved who has had no more. With each year of advance the child should receive less and should study more, an 1 the selection of works to be studied should be made by the question not of scholarship but of making character, giving a culture that is peculiarly Christian in being both fine and strong.

Give us the highest, the purest, the most far-reaching, the most glorious thoughts of the elect ones of the earth; bring them in their most perfect form that they may linger in the memory after almost every other human voice is hushed; bring them as the quickener of our youth, the strength of our maturity, the consolation of our old age; teach us to dwell upou them as the voice of God to his children; and they will show in the lives of those who thus receive them what they can do to make man fit to live among his fellows in this world or to answer the call to the next.









Mrs. Coburn.




The sudden death of Mrs. Elizabeth S. Coburn, of Whitewater, has brought deep bereavement, not only to the circle of friends most near and beloved, but to a far larger circle in the state, to whom her unwearied missionary activities these many years, as well as the vigor and breadth of her piety and her whole-souled, gracious living had endeared her beyond measurement in words. We present from the Whitewater. Register a brief memorandum of her life and funeral services:"Mrs. Coburn's maiden name was Elizabeth Shulties and her early home was at Spencerport, N. Y., where she was born June 21, 1826. On Oct. 22, 1848, she was married to Mr. Rosewell Coburn. In 1851 they came to East Troy and settled on a farm near that village. In 1865 they removed to Delavan, where Mr. Coburn engaged in the hardware business. In 1872 they came to Whitewater, where they afterwards lived. In each of these homes the same activity and interest was shown by Mrs. Coburn in church and benevolent work as here, and in it all it is well to say she always had the earnest favor and support of her good husband. As they had no children of their own they adopted two little girls at different times and had the pleasure of receiving from them the dutiful love of own daughters and of seeing them happily established in homes of their own. The husband of their daughter Ida, Mr. John B. Merrill, of Toledo, Ohio, has been a most devoted son, and has given them a loving and thoughtful care which an own son could not have surpassed.

A few weeks since Dea. Coburn's health began to fail rap dly. His condition imposed added care upon his wife an about ten days since she was obliged to take to her bed. Pneumonia followed and on Saturday evening at seven o'clock the sleep of life ended almost imperceptibly in the sleep of death.

The funeral on Tuesday afternoon at the Congregational church was very largely attended. While deep sorrow prevailed, yet there was not wanting a sense of joy and triumph. Dr. Collie, who assisted at the service, said that the flowers and the fragrance were far more significant of the hour than the sombre drapery of the casket. He also said "that the Lord had blessed the Whitewater Congregational church in giving Mrs. Coburn to it, and had blessed it in taking her away—this was her graduation, her promotion day.”

The body was taken by Mr. Merrill on the 5:25 train to Toledo for interment in the cemetery at that city.

Her pastor, Mr. Preston, expressed the true feeling of the enti e community toward her, in his remarks. He chose no regular text, but said that if he were to do so it would be from Rev. ii-10, "Faithful unto Death." He said in part:

Her's was a character which took for its model and inspiration, the life of Jesus Christ, and, like her Master, she went about doing good.

Two elements in her character were especially oticable, sympathy and unselfishness. Her sympathies were broad and a sweet hope pervaded her heart that she might help some "for whom Christ died," each day of her life. She was not a dreamer but a doer. She was the mother of the motherless, the friend of the friendless. Yet her sympathy was so tempered with the judicial qualities that mere sentimental pleas availed little with her. What a judge she would have made! Her religion was no sentimental excuse to shield her from hard work. Her faith was not founded on sentiment. She was ever obedient to her heavenly visions, but these visions to her were of present duties on earth.




*




Her nature was too great and her unselfishness too broad to be satisfied with mere home missions and endeavor. No member of this church, or any other church, was more interested in the great world-wide plans and movements for the amelioration of all mankind. Missions were one to her and she gave for the work to the uttermost parts of the earth. She recognized that there was need in Whitewater, but she realized the deeper need in lands where the gospel of Christ's kingdom had not been preached.




*




*




She doubtless craved no special remembrance, and was surel y content to toil and be forgotten. But this cannot be, for she will be remembered in this community as long as you and I shall live. After the remembrance of some of the pastors of this church has grown dim, her memory, and better, the results of her work, will remain. We shall not see her like again. Mr. Bernard said to me yesterday, "She was the strongest character and altogether the most remarkable woman I have known in any church which I have served."




*




Recently, by a happy thought of her long time associate on the mission board, Miss Anna B. Sewell, a beautiful poetical tribute was sent her by a gifted writer, and personal letters were written by each of those who had served as president of the board. These last reached her the day before she lost consciousness in her final illness. The reading of them gave her the greatest pleasure, and its glow was still upon her face and in her heart as she passed into the shadows which were never to lift this side of the celestial brightness.




Two years ago last October when she and her husband were summoned to the Congregational church on the 50th anniversary of their marriage, and, before a houseful of people, all smiling most earnest approval, they were made to listen to




glowing words of gratitude and good will, the same being emphasized with a gift of generous value, in the gathering of which many scores had shared.




News Items from Our Missionary Agencies.




THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.




The work for the Chinese has recently been extended by the assuming of new missions in Portlaud, Oregon, and in Salt Lake City, Utah, and in the securing of a long needed mission building for the work in the Plaza in San Francisco.

We are familiar with the heroic undertaking of our missionary among the Eskimo, of Alaska, Mr. W. L. Lapp, who, in the middle of last winter, for the rescue of 300 whalemen frozen in near Point Barrow without supplies, with the aid of half a dozen herdmen drove his herd of 430 reindeer seven hundred miles overland through frozen and almost impassable stretches, sustained the while by the steadfast prayers of his Eskimo Christians. He is now pushing his ligitimate missionary work at Cape Prince of Wales with wise devotion.

The Rev. J. M. Fletcher, a colored minister in southeastern Georgia, discovering the simple Congregational idea of church gover ment in the New Testament cried out "Eureka!" and gave his church that name. His work is being triumphantly blessed, some twenty such churches now following this leading and simple apostolic fellowship. Out of what seemeed mere spite towards him because of this work he was recently shot while in his pulpit, but is now about his work on crutches.

At Enfield, N. C., the "Joseph K. Brick, Agricultural, Industrial and Normal school," upon a piece of land, a thousand acres, given by a lady, is driving along in these its several departments with a colored principal.

The Gloucester, High and Industrial School, Cappahosic, Va., which had been originated by colored people under the lead of Prof. W. B. Weaver, of the same race, desiring to have the co-operation and guidance of the A. M. A. is happily pursuing its high ideals. As fast as colored people prove their competence for teaching and guidance in such advanced schools the A. M. A. pursues its long time principle of setting the colored people themselves to doing their work. These two new Agricultural and Industrial establishments are only in the line of the A. M. A. precedent set, first of all by its industrial plant at Talladega, in 1867, and at Hampton in 1868, so that now more than fifty of its institutions join this training of the hand with that of the head and of the heart.

CONGREGATIONAL EDUCATION SOCIETY.

The support given this work by the Western churches has been remarkably increased during the past year, as we gather from Secretary Clifton's first annual report to the directors of the society. While in 1897, out of a total sf 3265 churches in this district only 152 contributed to this work, and but 32 individuals to the same, there were in 1898, 244 individuals and 218 churches contributing. Total cash receipts at the Chicago office were in '94, $300.87; in '95. $11,531.79; in '96, $7,132.06; in '97, $5,071.26; in '98, $12,233.44. In addition last year over three thousand dollars were paid directly to institutions or sent to the Boston office and some ten thousand dollars secured in pledges that have not yet been paid. The timely aid given our own academies is well known to our readers. The return of better times, the manifest rising tide of benevolent interest in our churches and an efficient secretary among us, give all interested in this splendid work substantial encouragement.




The Day of Prayer at Ripon.

As usual, college exercises were suspended and devotional meetings occupied most of the day. President Flagg had happily secured the presence and aid of Rev. W. O. Carrier, (Presbyterian), of Wausau, a skilful worker with young people and past-president of the State Endeavor Union.

The morning theme presented was from the text "Who knoweth whether thou art come to the Kingdom for such a time as this?" God's plan for every life being the idea.

In the afternoon the thought was upon "Conditions of Spiritual Growth," among which, thoughtfulness was specially emphasized.

The evening session was informal, a Bible lesson and talk on "High Ideals of Christianity Preparing the Way for General Prayer and Testimony." The effect of the meeting was helpful; but, for some reason, unconverted students are not drawn to such meetings as formerly, and there was little chance for directly evangelistic effort, had it been designed.

How to restore the old-time attractiveness and power of the day, with its historic answered prayers, may be not only a question of means, methods, due preparation and expectant personal work, but a deep-a very deep-question, as well, to be answered by the home pastors and churches to which such students are attached, and by the closets and family altars in the homes where they reside. If we get anything, it is the thing we are looking for. K.









Life In Our Churches.




Beloit Second hurch-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, pastor. A special series of mid-week services is proving of deep interest to many more people than usually attend the prayer meetjng. On Jan, 12 the pastorgave a sketch of Heury Drummond, with readings from his addresses. Dr. Leavitt spoke Jan. 19 on "Agreement in Prayer," and Rev. John H. Kimball of Stoughton on Jan. 26. The series includes a presentation of such great spiritual leaders as Phillips Brooks, F. B. Meyer, and others. In the Men's Sunday Evening Club a card is extensively used, and with good result, bearing the single declaration "I am willing to be known as a follower of Christ." A, week of special services is contemplated in February.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. Commencing Dec. 10, and continuing till Dec. 25, a band of ten young men, "Volunteers of America" held meetings in our church. They used methods entirely different from our staid Congregational ways, but they preached the gospel of Christ. A good interest was arouse and a good deal of good was done, some eight coming out for Christ Out of these four united with the church, two attend the M. E. church and of course I expect will join that church. Quite a few more are contemplating the step. joining the church, next communion. A better spirit perva les the church than has been for years. It was a pleasure to be at the prayer meeting last week. Tears were in many eyes and everyone was rejoicing. Thank God for the Volunteers! We are observing the week of prayer by a week of cottage prayer meetings, which have been very helpful. May the dear Lord give us more of His spirit that many more may live for Christ

At the Christmas exercises-greatly enjoyed-Dec. 24, a large tree was heavy with presents. A purse of money was given to Pastor Barbour, and $9.50 to the Volunteers. The Sunday-school pupils were also remembered. The Volunteers' Brass Band rendered "The Greater United States."

Ft. Atkinson-Rev. Fred Ștaff, pastor, closed the first year's pastorate Jan. 1, 1899. A net gain of 14 in membership. Sunday school is greatly enlarged under the efficient management of Miss Brandel as Supt. Regular congregations are unusually large. A debt of $600 on parsonage, has been paid; $100 has been spent in improvements, and money for new windows in the church building is being raised. All indications encourage the hope for a good year in 1899. Hillsboro-Rev. Thos. Barker, pastor. Substantial progress along all lines. Rev. F. N. Dexter spent a week with us and did good work, We are convinced that he is the right man in the right place.

The church presented the pastor and his wife with ten dollars and other substantial presents, and an outstation presented him with a beautiful gold watch. At the urgent request of the pastor, and in view of the H. M. Society's desire for it to become self-supporting, the church voted to reduce our application for aid seventy-five dollars. Pastor Barker has begun his fourth year, and is courageously leading forward a difficult work in a permanent and healthful way, and enjoys the increasing respect of his townsmen and fellow pastors.

Hayward-Rev. Lyman Winslow. pastor. Large Junior and Senior Endeavor societies are a hop:ful feature of the work here. The pastor and his wife are just recovering from the grippe. With high ideals and unusual self-sacrifice they are leading steadily into nobler things. Mr Winslow is the only resident pastor in this town of 2,000 people,-occasional services being held by foreign speaking pastors of other churches-and he is the only English protestant pastor from Hayward to Ashland a distance of 58 miles. He has no neighboring pastor for about the same distance in other directions. At least two good missionaries would be supported in this territory wisely, if the funds justified it.

Kewaunee-Rev. W. E. Rigbee, pastor. Reports as its figures for 1898: Receipts for home expenses, $448, Home Missionary aid,$287.50; expenses, local, $736.32, including $63.34 for repairs, furnishing and painting yet to be done. Benevolences to six lines of work, $84,82. A remarkable record for a church of thirteen members. Additions t the church during '98, 5; average attendance at the morning worship, 29.5; at evening worship, 49; at Sunday School, 54; a mid-week service, 18. The pastor reports 758 calls, touching 230 families. This pastor has received with his good wife, $556 for the year. Will those people who are kicking because Home Missionary work is not done economically or effectively, kindly give these figures careful study and see if their hearts do not crack open a little.

La Fayette-Christmas tree and exercises were held in the church Dec. 23. A very good program was given by the Sunday-school, assisted by the choir. Many beautiful and useful presents were on the tree. The pastor, wife, and children were all remembered with good, serviceable gifts. All enjoyed the exercises and departed rejoicing.

Menasha-Rev. A E. Leonard, pastor. The Menasha church is once more bereaved in the death. Jan. 28, of one of its early and beloved members, Mrs. Ellen A. Northrup, whose busband, Mr. Corydon P. Northrup, a pioneer of that city and first clerk of the Congregational church preceded her by a vear and a half.




A District Home Missionary Rally was held here Ieb. 3, afternoon and evening, at which Rev. W. B. Millard, Rev. Wm. Kilburne, Rev. H. F. Tyler, and Secy. H. W. Carter were to be speakers. The boy choir furnished the evening music.

Milwaukee, Swedish-Pastor Isak Hoyens, leagued with the pastor of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Free church, and the pastor of the Swedish Methodist church, of this city, send forth a card announcement of Union Gospel services, inviting all Scandinavians, and holding the meetings at the several churches, from Jan. 9 to Jan. 15-a delightful token of growth toward Christian unity.
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Mukwonago-Rev. Edward A. Harris, pastor, sends pastoral letter for the New Year, of earnest and helpful character, with a church official list, announcements (and inducements) for 1899 and plans for week of prayer services. A unique feature is enclosed in the form of a draft, bidding Father Time send 365 happy and prosperous days, charging the same to the account of the pastor, with the text iii John 2.

New Richmond-Rev. A. D. Adams, pastor. The church debt is finally and joyously extinguished-contracted some years since for social rooms and amounting to about $1000. This announcement was made the Thursday before Thanksgiving, and formed a fine basis for the common gladness.

New Chester (Adams County)-Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, pastor, has been blessed with a remarkable work of grace, deep in tone and wide-spread in efficacy, under the united labors of Pastor Stevenson and General Missionary Dexter. The meetings were begun Jan: 1, and zero weather could not hinder people from coming four and five miles. Paster Stevenson received nine new members Jan. 15, making twelve in all since September. Others are coming, and the interest continues.

Meetings followed at White Creek and Easton, other points administered by Pastor Stevenson, resulting in such interest thit preliminary steps have been taken at Easton to organize a church. Thirteen have assented to the covenant and others will be added before a Council meets. This revival greatly strengthens the work in Adams county.

Nekoosa-Rev. B. E. Ray, pastor. A specially hopeful feature is the steady gro vth of the Sabbath school, and the organization of a Junior Endeavor Society of between 30 and 40 members. The regular running upon the Sabbaths, of the paper mill, the main enterprise of the village is a great obstacle to work among the older people. Eight were received to membership at the communion service, Jan. 8. A band of crusaders recently spent several weeks here in evangelistic meetings. The new pastor is working hard and receiving encouragement from his people.

Osseo-Pastor Evans returned to us after his serious illness of the summer, full of zeal and enthusiasm in the work. Supt. Dexter held meetings ten days, closing Dec. 21st, from which we all received great benefit.

The young ladies of the church held a social and fair which realized $47.00. Annual meeting Jan. 20, in the evening, with a large attendance. Refreshments were served, and fine program given. A new resolution was made to struggle for selfsupport. The clerk reports a net gain of fourteen members during the past year, four by letter and ten on confession of faith.

Patteville-C. A. Wight, pastor, threw his whole soul, on a recent Sunday, into a plea for Christian Stewardship, incidentally appealing for the W. H. M. S. and going so far as to. call for a revision of all wills that had not provision for the H. M. S.-A good suggestion to other pastors.

Pine River and Saxeville-Rev. John A. Thomas, pastor. good interest in spiritual things is manifested by both churches. Pastor needs help in special meetings. Rev. C. A. Chambers, of Dartford, is assisting for the present. Three united with Saxeville church and two with Pine River, all on confession, during past quarter. Pastor and wife were remembered with substantial gifts at Christmas time.

Park Falls-Rev. Edgar D. Morse, pastor. A series of chapel-building entertainments-one each month from January to June is projected. The first, a "Hard Time's Supper" rallied the "poor, penniless, destitute and hungry people of Park Falls and vicinity for mutual sympathy and condolence," on Jan. 27. Others will be a Valentine social, Ben Hur views, Millinery social, Railroad social and a Sam Walter Foss program to close with-all but one including refresh




ments.




Plymoutn-Francis C. Bliss, pastor. Rev. Geo. B. Bubbard, pastor emeritus, having been several months laid aside from active service, and after successful treatment in Chicago is slowly regaining strength to the joy of all his friends, and is now able to walk out. Pastor Bliss is doing effective service, especially in Sunday School lines. He conducts a weekly teacher's meeting, and every quarter a "teacher's tea" is held with a conversational talk by some one from outside. Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, of Sheboygan gave a remarkable talk in September, on Personal Righteousness in the teacher. Rev. R. C. Flagg of Ripon spoke in January on the New England Home.









Rhinelander-Rev. Geo. H. Kemp, pastor. Annual church meeting Thursday, Jan. 5. Reports from the various societies connected with the church were read and all showed growth and financial prosperity. The Ladies' Society raised $440 during the year and the Precillas $145. The Sunday School has increased 20 per cent. In spite of several prominent helpers removing from the district the church raised in all about $2.500.00, and enters upon the new year with large hopes of increased usefulness. Mrs. Geo. H. Kemp, (wife of the pastor) was presented with a handsome card case and $20 as a token of esteem.

Ripon Christmas holly and mistletoe for the S. S. Christmas festivities, were contributed by the A. M. A. school at Deer Lodge, Tenn., Rev. George Lusty, pastor. It was very fresh and fine. Each child was given asprig of holly on Christmas morning and Christmas offering went to aid Deer Lodge. During the pastor's illness the pulpit has been supplied by President Flagg and Rev. C. A. Chambers, the Endeavor Society taking one evening service (Endeavor Day) and the choir another with a praise-service.

Rochester-Rev. J. F. Eaton. D. D., pastor. The 40 resi dent members were increased by an addition of 16, 9 of them on confession, Jany. 1, at Dr. Eaton's first communion with the church. Pastor Eaton is getting settled in his new home and takes up the work with much hope and courage, praying for a blessing upon this important field.

Royalton-Rev. Jos. Herbert, pastor. On Dec. 30 the good people of Royalton had an old fashioned "Donation Party.' Three of the church members gathered from as many districts stones for barn and cellar, and delivered them at the parsonage. In the evening the good people filled the rooms and a very enjoyable time was spent in sociability and good cheer. It was a great encouragement to Pastor Herbert and his wife, far more than the $30 in value brought. AS. S. Institute was held at Royalton on Dec. 9, under the lead of Supt. Haun, assisted by Revs. W. B. Millard and F. N. Dexter. It was a valuable help to the community.

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert, have been ill, but are much better, and enter upon their third year with encouraging prospects. The pastor has endeavored to introduce good reading matter into as many homes in his parish as possible. Such as The Advance. Our Church Life; Congregational Work and Well Spring. A "contributing table" inside the church door for interchange of reading matter has been planned. Temperance meetings held every quarter, are meeting with favor. The addition of the Home Department to the S. S. is proposed.

Sharon-Rev, Howell Davies, pastor. Work is developing very encouragingly under the leadership of the new pastor. Services are increasing in attendance and interest. A series of lectures on the "Memorial Stones of Christiauity" is being given on Sunday evenings. At the weekly prayer meetings a study of the historic hymns of the church is being made. The pastor is encouraged to hope for a special work of grace during the coming months.

Shiocton and Ellington-Rev. Philo. Hitchcock pastor, reeived seven into memberhip to the Shiocton church, six by letter and one by confession; also two by letter at Ellington. The work is very encouraging in its growth and prospects. The Winnebago District Convention met here Dec. 6 and 7. and held one of its best sessions on record, enjoving unlimited hospitality and well attended meetings, despite the extreme cold. Shullsberg-Rev. A. J. Haynes, pastor. The people are rejoicing in temporary aid from the Home Missionary Society to tide over a special crisis, due to deaths, removals and business failures. Thus it is hoped to save the fine church edifice, and rally the forces for an onward movement.

South Milwaukee, German-Rev. C. A. Fuessle pastor, a deepening spiritual life especially among the young people is manifest. This church and pastor also join the forward movement in Home Missions.

Star Prairie-Rev. A. D. Adams, New Richmo d. pastor. The week of prayer was observed by this church with cottage prayer meetings without the presence or direction of pastor. The members keep up a S. S. and an evening Endeavor service, with preaching only upon alternate Sabb th afternoons The ladies have money in hand for a new set of chandeliers for their church-building which will greatly improve both appearance and convenience.

Stebbinsville-At present pastorless, is very successfully carrying on the Sunday School work, with Miss Alice Wright as superintendent. A very promising Endeavor society with a membership of 20, meets each week at some member's home. C. H. Macumber spent Sunday, Nov. 27, very pleasantly with them, assisting in a Thanksgiving service given by the Sunday School. An excellent program successfully rendered, included a Thank offering to the Wis. H. M. S., in which every member of the congregation shared. Messrs. Rowell and Keuntzel of Beloit College, were also present, sharing in the service of Sunday, as well as in an entertainment given the evening before for the benefit of the church repair fund. A new roof and a very tastefully decorated interior, bear testimony to this special interest.

Sterling and DeSoto-Rev. Jno. Holway pastor. The church building has been without a coat of paint for so long that it has become weather beaten and the boards warped and decayed. The pastor has collected sufficient money to paint the building. For the first time in many years it is proposed




to maintain the S. S. through the winter. Prayer meeting is to be started. Christian Endeavor Society has been revived and is in a growing condition. At DeSoto a S. S. was organized with a membership of 42. The Congregational people having formerly attended the M. E. Sunday school. A ew S. S. has also been started by pastor Holway at Freeman. He also has a preaching service at Cooley Valley to a good congregation. A general awakening in all lines of work is manifest.

Spring Valley-Rev. W. H. Short, pastor. The people here are enthusiastic over the opening of their new $2000 church the first Sunday in December. The pastor has devoted his time for the past few months almost wholly to manual labor on the church, doing all the painting and varnishing, as well as many other things, and superintending the whole. The upper part was in readiness at that time, iucluding audience and prayer-meeting room. The furnace is set, and the basement, or parlors, to be completed during the winter, ready for the dedication of the whole at the meeting of conven. tion here next May. The occupancy of the building made a red-letter day to pastor Short and his people. Addresses were made Saturday evening, Dec. 3, by Supt. Haun and Secretary Carter. On Sunday there were all-day services with sermons and addresses. Father Kilder, the first pastor of the church, and Mr. Wm. Curry who organized the first Sunday-school and has been with it ever since, both shared in the services. Over $325 was raised to pay last bills.

Dr. Leavitt, of Beloit, held services for several days. Mr. F. E Anderson, state secretary of the Y. M. C. A, spent the Sabbath here.




*




Father Alberoni Kidder, of Eau Claire-in his 85th year of age-has supplied for three recent Sabbaths, to aid the paster, enjoying his work very much. The morning congregation reaches 100 and the evening 150. Father Kidder writes: "My health is good, and speaking does not seem to fatigue me at all. * I only wonder that I can speak thus without weariness. I never enjoyed preaching more than I do now. I feel that I have lived in a wonderfully interesting period of the world; not only to see great things begun, but much finished, and yet to believe that greater things are in store for the generations following. *** 1 can see God's hand in all these things. Indeed, I am learning to see God more in the progress of the Kingdom. In this the Scriptures are being interpreted to me in greater clearness."

Sun Prairie-Rev. F. Emory Lyon, retiring pastor. At the annual meeting, Jan. 5, the ladies' Missionary Society reported nearly $100 given during the year to the various benevolences. The total benevolences from the church footed up about $2 per member. The raising of a balance of $160 on the parsonage built last year, was completed at the meeting, making it now free from debt, without the help of the C. B. S. Rev. F. Emory Lyon was unanimously invited to continue as pastor for his third year, but has since resigned.

Trempealeau-Rev. W. A. Griffiths, pastor. This church has been afflicted by the death of Mr. John Gillies who for manv years has been a faithful member. He had lived his allotted time, dying at the age of 89. Mr. Gillies was born in Scotland, 1809, and came to this country in 1832; settled in Delaware Co., N. Y., and in the spring of 1849 he removed with his family to Fond du Lac Co., Wis., where they lived until 1855, when they moved to Trempealeau. Mr. Gillies was a man of more than ordinary intellect, and well informed in the doctrines of the old Scoth divines: Drs. Guthrie, Arnot, and Chalmrs. He will be greatly missed in this church.

Washburn-Rev. John Gibson, pastor. On Thursday evening, Jan. 5, the church held its annual meeting. Over one hundred sat down to supper. Reports from the different departments were quite encouraging. The average S. S. attendance was 28 higher than in past years and its financial condition good. Twenty new members were added to the church by letter and on confession of faith. The Y. P. S. C. E. is doing good work. With the aid of the pastor this society has conducted on Sunday afternoons in the county jail 49 services which the prisoners have enjoyed. These services are being continued. Also much literature has been distributed in the lumber camps, the mill boarding houses, the county jail, and in the outlying districts where there is great need of religious work. The Y. P. S. C. E. has pledged to pay for the new and more central church lot. The church enterprise for 18.9 is to remove our building to a more central location and to repair and improve it. This will test and tax the strength of the church, but will aid it in its future work. The ladies have done excellent work, raising during the year nearly $300 for various purposes.

Thanking God for the past the church will move forward with courage.

West Superior, Hope Church-Rev. Fred W. Heberlein, pastor. In spite of the special difficulties in this "steel plant" portion of the city, the work is bravely carried forward, much cheered and aided by the neighboring Pilgrim Church's fraternal co-operation.

A good reading room has just been started with a hopeful prospect.

The church raised last year, including $370 by the ladies, $750, and are making heroic plans to have their full quota for Wisconsin's full self-support.
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID_

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.
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Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha,

Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with 
wide range of electives, lead- 
ing to the degrees of A.B., 
Ph.B. and B.S. 
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West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,
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Menly Bill Company,
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Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship....

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY
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On Being Cross and Bearing




the Cross.




Being cross as a bear because you are crossed, is the opposite of bearing the




cross.




If your crossness makes some one else bear a cross, you will not be the one to wear the crown.

Three hundred and sixty-four crossess, borne do not make a year of cross-bearing.

There is no patent hydraulic hoist in the kingdom of heaven for lifting your cross to your shoulder.

Bearing crosses daily might be a play spell, but bearing the same old cross day in and day out is heroism.

Christ never gave any one the command to march until he had first shouldered arms-the cross.-C. E. World.
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A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and anufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de- 
sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming 
Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central 
Lines, can now be purchased at a very low 
figure and on easy terms. Write for free il- 
lustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick 
Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 





WATER




The calendars given by The Compan- WATER

ion in former years to all subscribers have been remarkable for their delicacy of design and richness of coloring. But the Calendar for 1899 for surpasses any of those. The publishers have endeavored to make it the finest calendar of the century, and readers of The Companion will not be disappointed in it. Those who subscribe now will receive not only the gift of the Calendar, but also all the issues of November and December, from the time of subscription free. The new volume will be the best The Companion has ever published. Among the contributions already engaged are "The Little Demons of War," by Hon. John D. Long: "Opportunities for Young Explorers,' Sir Clements Markham; "The Boy with a Voice," David Bispham; "The Wonders of Somnambulism," Dr. William A. Hammond; "Police Spies in Russia,' Poultney Bigelow; and "Where Living is Cheapest," Hon, Carrol D. Wright. Fine illustrated announcement and sample copies will be sent to any one addressing
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THE YOUTH'S COMPANION. 211 Columbus Ave., BOSTON, MASS.
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IN HIS STEPS

"What Would Jesus Do?"

The Crucifixion of Philip 
 Strong. 


Robert Hardy's Seven Days 
His Brother's Keeper. 
Richard Bruce. 
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Wisconsin and the World King- have been marching on. Their works do follow
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On the same occasion that heroic knight of the Wisconsin missionary Round Table, Stephen Peet, exclaimed with fervor, "From the interesting and favored region bordering on Lake Michigan,– from the beautiful and fertile valley of the Rock river, from the borders of the Mississippi and the mining region, where the harvest is great and the laborers are few,-from the north, the region of Fox Lake and the Winnebago, and beyond the Wisconsin, and far up that river to the pineries, where is a large population, the cry for bread of life is heard. Never have I had my soul so deeply affected as, when listening to these calls, I could find none whom I might send to them, nor could even afford to them the benefit of a single visit."
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them.
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And now our grand old Home Missionary Society at New York is saying to us, in effect, "We have nursed your infancy, O, Wisconsin. We helped you to creep, we held your hand as you learned to walk, we have stood by you in vicissitudes. Nearly all your well-to-do, self-supporting churches were nurtured into dife by our sustaining aid. You have passed your 50th year with jubilations. Are you ready now to "run alone?" Will you hallow this 50th year by rising to selfreliance? Will you proclaim liberty for all your land, home-missionary-wise; liberty to yourselves, to do your own Christian work; liberty to us, to go to the vast regions beyond you, for whose spiritual aid you are not asked and do not contribute one penny? ? For a decade and more, now, we have lifted the northern half of your state and carried for you the burden of your frontier. The New England and Middle states have paid the bills. Will you henceforth do it yourself and be doubly free? Will you hallow this 50th year?"
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The face of Mrs. Clary which appears in this issue, though reproduced from a photograph taken about twenty-five years ago, shows her as she appeared to the last, in her wonderfully wellpreserved vigor.

For thirty-five years and more, she held a notable position of leadership in Church and Missionary activities.

She was the founder of the Women's Missionary Society and the Maternal association in Beloit. She was a woman wonderfully gifted in prayer and in inspiring others to noble living. A long list of men and women could be written of those who have gone on their way rejoicing in the Lord and who would rise up and call her blessed were it given them to speak their testi




mony.









EDITORIAL.




Man's Continued Existence.




Man does not cease to exist at the moment of dissolution.

It was not a matter of delusion with the inspired writer when he imagined that as the blow struck the body, he could see the spirit taking its flight to that spiritual realm of the invisible world. Eccles. 3:21.

Man's entire being is not crushed by the stroke of death, for a part of him is indestructible. With what weight does Cato express this in the following words of Addison:

"The soul, secure in her existence, smiles

At the drawn dagger, and defies its point. 
The stars shall fade away the sun himself 
Grow dim with age, and nature sink in years, 
But thou shalt flourish in immortal youth, 
Unhurt amidst the war of elements, 


The wreck of matter and the crush of worlds." The appalling catastrophe of death that is causing destruction to the body, cannot destroy the immaterial substance of the soul; the soul survives the shock that proves fatal to the body: the spirit escapes out of the hands of death uninjured.

Our continuation of being, is certain. The soul can never cease to be, because it is a part of God's own nature. In the language of Cardinal Gibbons: "God breathed into us a living spirit, and that spirit like himself is clothed with immortality."

Hence, death is not so destructive, after all, to a man as it appears to be. For it is the spirit. that constitutes the true essence of man's beingit is the soul that forms and perpetuates our identity. And as the spirit lives on after the death of the body, man, in the full extent of his being, is continuing to exist.

When death makes an attack upon the body, man leaves his house of clay for the universe of spirits where souls immortal dwell.

Therefore, the thought of a future state of existence, is a firm support unto us in our conflict with death.

That materialistic view of man's career, the theory that every thing with man ends in death, is repugnant to human experience. Should this theory be true of man, he, of all creatures, would be the most miserable; fettered in the course of his being, failing to reach through his capacity for development what he is capable of attaining. One writer observes: "There are in man's nature evidences of a purpose stretching out into the limitless perspective of eternity." Without future existence the scope of man's being extends further than his life will permit him to go; and in this way he would become, as Prof. Wright states: "The sport of accident, the victim of disease, the plaything of the elements, and liable, without fault of his own, to be cut off in the midst of his days."




The hope of a future, alone, can satisfy man's craving for existence.

We feel within ourselves, through the instinctive movement of our nature, that we are to live for




ever.




The belief in a future state is prevalent among mankind in every quarter of the globe. The cultured and the savage, the illiterate and the man of letters, stand side by side on the vital point of the soul's immortality. And we cannot account for this sentiment engrafted in the human mind without accepting the truth that death is not the end of man's existence. In the words of an ancient classic writer: "This belief (refering to the immortality of the soul,) is so old that we cannot trace its author nor its origin, and it dates back to the most remote antiquity."

The only way to account for this intense longing of the human heart is to believe that it was implanted in cur nature by the Maker of our being. The following solilquy of Cato, interpreted by Addison, is more forcible to elucidate this point than anything I can express in my own words: "Whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire, This longing after immortality?

Or whence this secret dread and inward horror 
Of falling into naught? Why shrinks the soul 
Back on herself and startles at destruction? 
'Tis the Divinity that stirs within us; 


'Tis heaven itself that points out an hereafter, 
And intimates eternity to man." 


But though the continuity of our being is unquestionable, yet, it is comparatively little that we know about the condition of the disembodied spirit. Nor are we authorized to say more upon this point than of which the authority of Christ's teaching will admit. One thing, however, is certain, it is not a state of unconsciousness where the soul is inactive, having no experience of the life it lives. The soul will ever be conscious of its existence; and through this conscionsness the soul shall experience enjoyment or suffering, happiness or misery, joy or woe, according to the virtue or vice of its character.

At first impression it seems rather strange that Christ did not say more about the soul in its future existence; but when we think of the clear and emphatic way in which he affirmed a blissful state for the good, and a place of torment for the wicked, then we come to understand that he left the minor points untouched because we are curious to know of that which it is not important for us to have knowledge.

Our portion in the life to come will depend upon the way we live here, and not not upon our fanciful notions of departed souls in the unseen world. We are fitting ourselves now for the place we shall have in the hereafter.

Before we can be properly at home in the regions of eternity, we must look after our moral




situation here.




In order to secure this eternal felicity, then, we must have purity of spirit and holiness of character. T. Z. EVANS.









The Debt of Wisconsin 
            Wisconsin to Home 
          Missions. III. 


Missionary Prize Essay, June, 1898, by Mr. W. A. Rowell, a senior in Beloit College, a son of a Home Missionary, as printed in the Beloit Round Table.

High ideals in everything, in the small as well as the great things of life, have always been held up. There are at command no complete statistics of the expenditures in earlier years, but from what certain data we have and an approximate estimate for the rest, it is certainly not wide of the mark to say that there has been expended in Wisconsin through the A. H. M. S. about $770,000, of which $550,000 were contributed by churches and friends in the east. $2,325,000 is probably a small estimate of the amount of money spent by all the Protestant denominations in the state. Last year the four great denominations, Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian and Congregational, spent together $38,987 for Home Missionary work in the state.

A vast amount has been done and is still being done by Home Missions in Wisconsin. The American Home Missionary Society is doing more than any other agency to make good citizens out of the foreigners, who comprise 33 per cent. of our population. It is estimated that there are 50,000 people scattered through northern Wisconsin in small hamlets and on farms that have no religious privileges of any sort. There are many sections in southern Wisconsin where the gospel is not preached, and the foreign element demands. great deal of careful labor and is a most momentous problem.




a




It is a reasonable thing to pay off a debt, and the only way the citizens of Wisconsin can pay this debt to Home Missions and show their gratitude for all their religious privileges and for all that has been done to make Wisconsin a Godly state, is to give a reasonable amount of money for the further evangelization of the State and the World. Every member must demonstrate to men that a Christian church is always a missionary society because it receives the loving grace of God into its bosom, not for itself alone but for the State and the World.

At this time, when Wisconsin is preparing to celebrate the 50th anniversary of her statehood, she should consider the agencies that have aided in making her what she is.

Wisconsin owes much to her strong and efficient public school system for her present greatness, but this strong system has been built up and developed by men and women who believed that education went hand in hand with religion, and were full of the Home Missionary spirit that sets a high ideal.

Wisconsin owes much to her public press for earnest efforts to create an upright public sentiment, to break down the doors of prejudice and ignorance and teach justice and temperance. But Wisconsin's high standard of journalism was moulded by men who endeavored to make the work of the press supplement the work of the church.




Wisconsin owes much to her strong statesmen for her stable political government and great influence in the affairs of the nation. But those statesmen who have been the best have been educated in the church. They have ever seen the vision of greatness for Wisconsin seen by the early settlers and have labored for its realization with undiminished zeal and unfailing devotion.

Wisconsin owes more to Home Missions and the Home Missionary spirit for her greatness than to anything else. For Home Missions have set the high ideals toward which every department of Church and State have striven, and the Home Missionary spirit has been the ruling spirit in all true progress, whether it is recognized as such by all men or not. It is the spirit that makes not only strong churches but strong and worthy men and women and a glorious and Godly state.




Lord's Day Week.




A call for a week of prayer in behalf of the imperilled Sabbath, April 9 to 16 inclusive.

Believing that the Christian Sabbath is one of the mightiest of civilizing forces, an essential institution of every self-governing nation, which should be observed throughout our entire possessions, we, therefore, invite all Christians to set apart the week beginning with the Sabbath after Easter as a time of special prayer for the preservation and better observance of the Lord's day.

1. Let us entreat God to quicken the conscience of Christians regarding the duty of a better Sabbath observance, not only for themselves but for those, also, whom they may influenee.

2. We recommend that during this week, time may be given to a careful study of the Sabbath law as given in God's word that we may better appreciate that it is not a law intended to deprive any of innocent pleasure, but a law of infinite love, given because God knew that obedience thereto is essential to our happiness here and hereafter.

3. Let us pray and labor that the Sunday laws which make it possible for most of those who are in the employ of others to use the Sabbath for rest and worship, may be continued and more faithfully observed, until the multitudes of American citizens who have no Sunday rest, and the millions recently brought under our protection, shall also become the recipients of the blessings resulting from the observance.

Signed by the secretaries of nearly all Sabbath and Reformatory associations.

The Executive committee of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day association would urge every pastor to preach on the Sabbath question April 5, to devote the midweek prayer meeting to it and to seek to awaken the greatest possible interest in the subject among the people.

They also desire every church that has not taken its annual collection for the Sabbath cause, to do so on this week, and forward its gift to the new treasurer, G. W. Graaskamp, National Exchange Bank, Milwaukee. J. B. DAVISON.
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Results in the Forward Movement. ward movement? Missionary "tents" furnished




In accordance with instructions given at the annual meeting in Sparta Sept. 21-2, 1898, the Executive committee of the W. H. M. S., after full consideration at a meeting called for the entire Board of Directors in Milwaukee, respectfully submit the following report, viz.:

"Resolved, first, that the information obtained up to this 3d of March, 1899, as to the pledges and subscriptions from churches, individuals and societies of the Congregational connection in Wisconsin for the current year, and the prospect of the State successfully assuming entire selfsupport, do not warrant the assumption of self-support on April 1, 1899.

Resolved, second, that the Board of Directors suggest that the Executive Committee, in accordance with the action at the annual meeting of the W. H. M. S. in September, 1898, take such steps in consultation with the churches, and the program committee for the next annual meeting, as shall facilitate the assumption of self-support,




Oct. 1, 1899.




The receipts from constant sources Oct. 1, '98 to March 1, 99 are $3,204.03. Deducting $760, paid through Mr. Smith's committee. There is no




free on application.
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gain over last year in the amount actually Milwaukee Congregational Club.

paid in during the corresponding period. However, definite pledges from pastors and churches promise a large increase in the coming months. Through Mr. Smith's committee 60 individuals have pledged or paid about $1,200 for the current year, and about $500 for each of the follow.. ing four years. (See February Church Life for further particulars). Only as churches and individuals give far beyond the average can we be justified in carrying out the plan to assume selfsupport at the West Superior meeting. With the heroic spirit now spreading there is hope ahead."




The March 3rd meeting, at which the above resolutions were passed, was attended by each of the six members of the Executive committee and by five other members of the Board, including President Todd and Brother J. R. Smith, from North Wisconsin, a sixth member arriving from a funeral in time for the benediction. District Missionary Dexter and Secretary Carter were also present.




During the past three years only the following numbers of Sunday-schools have contributed through our Home Missionary Society, viz.: 14, 16 and 18 respectively, in the following total amounts for the separate years, viz.: $194, $160 and $195. Will not every Sunday-school join in the for




This organization met for a banquet and feast of reason, in the Hanover street Congregational church, Feb. 14. Mr. V. W. Seely spoke upon "Expansion and Manifest Destiny;" General J. B. Doe, upon "Whither are we Drifting?" followed by three minute speeches. The male quartette of

the church furuished music.




Viroqua Installation Hymn.




   BY REV. WM. HAUGHTON. 
         [Tune Mendebras.] 
Sweet Spirit of the Holy, 


   Descend in mystic Light. 
O Saviour, meek and lowly, 
    Inspire our souls tonight; 
As at thy feet we gather. 


   Our hearts with yearnings fill, 
And give us strength, our Father, 
   To meet and do Thy will 





Though many a gift possessing 
   For this, Thy holy-place; 
We need, O God, Thy blessing, 
   The glory of Thy face: 
For human hand must falter, 
   And weak our best desire, 
 Except upon Thine altar 
   We touch the sacred fire. 





The flock has called its pastor 
   And bids him here abide, 


O Jesus! Lord and Master, 
   Walk with him, side by side. 
In joy, in pain, and sorrow, 
   Through conflict, toil and tears; 
Thy love can light each morrow, 
   And crown the future years. 










BUSINESS CORNER.




EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief-SAMUEL T. KIDDER, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Contributing Editors- 


December, REV. E. N. ANDREWS, Peshtigo. 
January, REV. HARRIET E. WILLIAMS, Black Earth. 
 February, REV. C. A. BOUGHTON, Necedah. 


March, REV. T. Z. EVANS, Berlin.

April, REV. S. P. WILDER, Delavan.

May, REV. H. C. TODD, Eagle River.

June, REV. A. G. BEACH, Ashland.

July, H. W. NICKERSON, Esq., Milwaukee.
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*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1898.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be. sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

The publication office has been changed to Menasha, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as




above.




Entered at the postoffice at Menasha, Wisconsin, as second class matter, February 27, 1899.




Editorial Briefs.




"It takes many a miserable failure on our part ere we learn that possibly God does know best even about our own abilities."




"The Christian is in the world to glorify God. He is to do it as the marble glorifies the sculptor-by calling attention to the powers of the sculptor a d not to the beauty of the marble itself. When the marble is so beautiful as to divert attention to itself then there is no glory for him who has wrought upon it."-J. T. Chynoweth in "Grace upon Giace."

Editor-in chief-Kidder has had a serious struggle with the grippe, succumbing for a time but at last reports, well on toward victory, in spite of weakness from the conflict.




Has your parish renewed its annual club for OUR CHURCH LIFE?




*




If not, will you not see that some one is immediately appointed to look after it?




Cannot your club be doubled for 1899 with a little effort?




Remember, our neighbors in Minnesota, Michigan and Nebraska, charge two or three times as much for their state papers, which do not surpass OUR CHURCH LIFF in quality and size.




Yes, we know you have more reading matter than you need; but you do need this; for it covers a field of information which deeply concerns you and which you can get nowhere else.




Kindly send to Secretary Carter, Beloit, the name of your church canvasser and apply to him for as many printed subscription blanks as you can use for distribution in your congregation some bright Sunday morning.




For the "forward movement" in our state work, it is vital to success that our people should keep themselves informed of the situation by means of OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Every pastor's earnest cooperation in this is desired and depended upon.




In our last issue it was stated incorrectly that Rev. Wm. E. Davidson, of Delevan, was still in impaired health. We are pleased to learn that our brother is rapidly regaining the full measure of his strength, and has recently preached for Pastor Wilder, in his old pulpit, with his old time vigor and effectiveness: Has also supplied other churches must acceptably. He is ready for active service again, and any church desiring a live and able man will do well to correspond with him.




HOME MISSIONARY.




The local rallies held, though considerably interfered with by cold and grippe, were on the whole stimulating and strengthening. It is not too late for others to arrange for rallies in their regions. The fires must be kept burning. Fuel is plenty and free. There is much coldness yet to overcome, and fires all along the line need kindling or replenishing. Results depend largely upon the fire




man.




Is not a reward of merit due the H. M. committee that is on hand without a failure, although each member had to take his train when the mercury was 20 below zero, as did the six members of our executive committee for the February meeting? The joke was that each man journeyed with the impression that he might be the only fellow on hand. It was a fine surprise all round.




It is not too early for the committees of the coming district conventions to begin preparing that these gatherings may add first anthracite to the fires of enthusirsm already kindled for our forward movement in home missions.




In co-operation with Supt. Carter, District Missionary J. D. Whitelaw has aided in solving several perplexing problems, and securing pastors for all vacant North Wisconsin pastorates. With March, he began a series of meetings with Pastor Moxie at Amery and Clear Lake.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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American Missionary Assoclation....... Congregational Church Building Society. Congregational Education Society...




46.11 8.15 37.00




30.00




Sunday School and Publishing Society.....




5.00 13.00 $139.26 25.64 $164.90




MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treasurer.




Madison, Wis., Feb. 27, 1899.




Total disbursements.... Cash on hand Feb. 27..




Important Anniversary.

The American Sunday School Union, whose headquarters are in Philadelphia, with Morris K. Jesup of New York as President, will on the 25th of next May celebrate its Seventyfifth Anniversary in Philadelphia. A Special Committee of Arrangements has been appointed. Clarkson Clothier Chairman, William H. Wanamaker, William C. Stoever, H. C. Gara of Philadelphia, Robert T. B. Easton and John N. Beach of New York with J. M. Andrews as Secretary and Elmer B. Stephenson of Iowa as Assistants to the Chairman.

The Academy of Music, one of the largest auditoriums of the city, has already been secured for the meetings. Many leading speakers of the country are to be here, and representatives of the Union from all parts of the United States will be present. No pains will be spared to make this one of the greatest gatherings of the kind ever held in this country.

This is the oldest and largest Sunday School Missionary Society in America, having for its field of operations the whole United States, and has organized over one hundred thousand Sunday Schools during its seventy-five years of work.




The type exhibited some queer arithmetic in this column last month. Receipts $314.84, less expenses $11.75 leave $303.00 instead of the amount reported.




The receipts for five months, October to February, show that we have fallen below the amount in the same period last year. Will not each officer of each auxiliary in the state lay this, with all that it means, before the society and friends. If you have money in your treasuries, send it in at once, do not wait until you have a large amount. Then pray, pray earnestly that the Spirit of the Lord may touch all hearts in such way that there will be a gladness and a willingness in giving to meet the apportionment of $6,500.00 "Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, and prove now me herewith saith the Lord, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing."




The 20th anniversary of the Ladies' Missionary Society of Windsor brought to view many interesting features of that model society. One, the faithfulness with which records have been kept all the years. The review became most interesting history. Another, the social element. Light refreshments are served at the close of every meeting, and a fee of five cents from each member provides an ample contingent fund.




The Institute for girls, which was removed from San Sebastian, Spain, across the border to Biarritz, in France, at the outbreak of the war, was increased, in September, by eleven new Spanish students. When the time comes to return to Spanish territory it is thought that Madrid will be a more This will mean the favorable point than San Sebastian. purchase of land and the erection of a building. There can be no more effective means of introducing Christianity to Spain than by such an institution.—Mission Studies.

Upon the return of Mrs. Gulick, recently, Miss Ethel Wyn Eaton, daughter of President Eaton of Beloit College, accompanied her, and will teach in the Institute.

Are the young women of the churches keeping in mind their sisters who have gone to foreign lands from our own state of Wisconsin? Are you praying for them, that needed strength may be given them?




YOUNG PEOPLES' WORK.




The Young Woman's Missionary Society of Grand Ave., Milwaukee, pledges $100.00, and that of Fond du Lac $20.00 for their special work. For Dr. Goddard's work at Inghok, besides those already named, pledges are received from Beloit 1st, $15,00; Eagle River, $15.00; Evansville, (Jr. C. E..) $15.00; Hayward, $5.00; Milton, $10.00; Kenosha, $20.00; Windsor, $25.00; Wyoming, $10.00; and $5.00 additional from Appleton.

The hospital at Inghok has become such an absolute ne.. cessity for carrying on the work that our friends have ad vanced funds, depending on us to complete the building. Dear Christian Endeavorers, do not fail them. ANNA B. SEWell.




Ministerial Movements.

Mathews, Rev. Sherburne S., resigns at Hanover, street, Milwaukee, accepting call to begin April 1, at Danielson, Conn.

Murphy, Rev. T. F., resigns at Lake Mills. 
Titmarsh, Rev. R., of Dodgeville. has resigned. 












Books and Exchanges.




GRACE UPON GRACE by J. T. Chynoweth, pastor First Congregational Church, Sheboygan, Wis. Publishing House of L. K. Howe, Sheboygan, 1899. Paper covers: pp. 115.

This beautifully printed little booklet, which we hope will call for more of the author's clear and stimulating, as well as spiritual thought, grew out up out of notes prepared for a Bible class, and is, as the introduction states, "the outcome of an attempt to teach to a class of earnest souls some of the higher truths of the Word of God" and "in the interest of a movement which I believe to be a most rational movement and based upon the plainest tcachings of the Scripture. I refer to what is known as the Keswick movement in England." "The Keswick movement stands for all that is lofty in the way of spiritual attainments."

In this view, the chapters follow Rev. F. B. Meyer's outline of seven steps as real in Christian experience, viz: 1. The Assurance of Faith. 2. Presentation of Soul and Body. 3. The Putting on of the New Man. 4. The Infilling of the Holy Spirit. 5. Rest in God's Choice and Will. 6. Subjection in Real Life. 7. Perfect Love.

The book will be found a helpful manual for devotional study or for mature class-work.




An elegant program is before us of the dedication of the Joseph Dessert Public Library, Saturday, Feb. 11, 1899, at Mosinee, Wis. A fine half-tone print of the donor of the fine building is included, and the elaborate program embraced addresses by Hon. J. D. Witter, Hon. W. C. Silverthorn, Hon. W. H. Flett, Mr. F. A. Hutchins, Reuben G. Thwaites, President Chas. K. Adams, Hon. W. H. Milrea, Miss L. E. Stearns and others.

Mr. Dessert is said to be, at 80 years of age, exceptionally strong and vigorous, having seen 59 years of Wisconsin, and his deep interest in library extension, culminating in this gift to his townsmen, is a fresh itcm in the recent library history of our enterprising state.




EXCHANGES.




The Mount Holyoke Wayside Covenant, by which a practical unicn of many denominations is brought about in a college church, is fully described by Rev. Arthur Bardwell Patten in the February issue of The Church Union. Rev. Frederick Lynch, of New Haven, discusses in the same issue of The Church Union the question "What Church Jesus Would Join" among those which claim to be the true exponents of his teaching.




MARCH LADIES' HOME JOURNAL.




The March Ladies Home Journal has a noteworthy feature in the page showing "Pope Leo XIII as He Lives in the Vatican." The pictures were made by the only photographer who has been admitted to the Vatican for a number of years; consequently they offer the first close view the public has had in a long time of the Pope and his surroundings. An article that will be widely read figures out "The American Girl's Chances of Marriage," and another, "Social Life in America's French City," gives a really charming glimpse into the exclusive Creole circles of New Orleans. The Most Wonderful Musical Festival in America" recalls the great Peace Jubilee held at Boston in 1872, with its seventeen hundred instrumentalists and chorus of seventeen thousand. "Churches Decorated for Weddings," "The Prettiest Country Homes in America," "Flowers and Flower Beds," and "Fifteen Good Mantels and Fireplace" are shown from the photographs submitted in the contest for Journal prizes.




We are glad to see once more the interesting face of the Oshkosh Pilgrim, which for some time has not graced our table. The February number is largely occupied with an article on "The Development of Italian Opera.'




THE CLAYWORKER for March gives full account of the annual convention of Clay-workers in Columbus, Ohio, having Rev. Dr. Gladden as chaplain and abounding in the wit, wisdom and good cheer of these genial fellow craftsmen.




We should be glad to give more tidings of our College at Beloit, but the ROUND TABLE has long discontinued its visits.




THE BIBLICAL WORLD for February has an editorial on "The Passing from an Unthinking to an Intelligent Faith," and a finely illustrated paper by C. H. Levy on "The Life of Jesus as Illustrated by the Artist Tissot." Rev. A. H. Bradford contributes an able article on "The Missionary Outlook." Other articles are up to the usual high standard.

THE COLLEGE DAYS, Ripon, a well printed, ably edited journal, is giving a series of illustrated sketches of the present College Faculty-this month of Professor F. M. Erickson.

THE LIVING AGE continues its piquant Etchingham Letteis, and in a recent issue has articles as follows: "Impressions of American Universities," by Percy Gardner; "Dollatry,"




by James Sully; "Montrose and Argyll in Fiction" from Blackwood; "Women as Letter-writers," by Edith Seckel; etc, Published every Saturday by The Living Age Co., Boston.

Other Exchanges. The Lake Breeze, Sheboygan; The American Messenger, New York; The Guard and Tackle, Stockton, Cal.; The Youth's Companion, Boston; Public Libraries, Chicago: Nebraska Congregational News; International Evangel, St. Louis; Northwestern Congregationalist, etc., etc.




Personal.




Professor Goodwin D. Swezey, a graduate of Beloit college in 1873, now connected with the Nebraska State University, has been chosen president of the newly organized Congregational club at Lincoln, Neb.

Profr. George B. Adams, of the same class, Beloit, who holds the chair of History in Yale College, has been the guest of the Wisconsin State Historical Society in its recent Jubli ee sessions at Madison, preliminary to the inauguration of the new Historical building.

Rev. J. D. Whitelaw, district missionary for north Wisconsin, welcomed a second daughter to his home Feb. 16. He plans to remove his family from Beloit to Ashland in the spring.

Rev. George C. Haun held a week of meetings in West Rosendale, the field cultivated by Dr. E. H. Merrell, of Ripon. The obstacles of extreme cold and much sickness were to be encountered, but the results were encouraging: several conversions and a quickening of spiritual life. Some members of the Ripon Y. P. S. C. E. drove over to show fellowship and tas.e the inspiration of the hour.

The friends of Father A. Kidder, of Eau Claire, could not forget that Feb. 13 was the 85th anniversary of this pioneer pastor of the Chippewa Valley region. Nearly one hundred of them gathered to bring smiles, flowers, good cheer, congratulations and other substantial tokens of regard, which were deeply appreciated. Father Kidder now remains the last surviver of an old-fashioned Vermont family of sixteen children, four of whom became clergymen, the last of whom, save himself, died in January.

Rev. C. A. Chambers, with his wife, have been called to Garden Prairie, Ill., upon the serious illness of Mrs. Chamber's father. Mr. Chambers may be addressed as above.

Rev. H. A. Miner served as chaplain of the assembly at Madison during its opening week.

Mr. S. M. Pedrick, an alumnus of Ripon college, ably addressed the students and citizens of Ripon in the Chapel, on Feb. 22, on "The Example and Precept of Washington in their Bearing on Present National Issues." The ladies of the church gave a Washington supper and program in the evening. Rev. John Willan has been laboring as an Evangelelist in Clark county, having preached at eighteen different points and travelled with his team 1,185 miles in the past three months.-Northwestern Mail.

Mr. A. D. Maes, of the American S. S. Union, has tendered valuable service during the past season, at the Pleasant Valley church with Pastor Wiltberger, upon Pastor Bennett's fields near Platteville, with Brother Cook in Crawford county, as well as at Lynxville and vicinity. He was a worthy colaborer of the lamented Brother W. W. Wheeler and is successfully and fraternally carrying forward the same sort of work.




The Preacher and his Message.

In an extract from Dr. Robertson Nicoll's address to the Theological College, Bala, Wales which is reprinted in the current issue of the Record of Christian Work, he says:

"What is supremely important to a minister is that he should have a message. Other things are by no means to be despised. He should be taught how to express that message in the speech of his day, and in its relations to the varying aspects of thought. The vindication of theological colleges is mainly to be found in this, and nearly all wise Christians are of the opinion that the education of preachers, so far from being lowered, ought to be made much more thorough than it is. But I do not think it is needful to dwell on this, but rather to insist on the other side-that the preacher without a definite message, no matter how well furnished otherwise, is necessarily impotent. It is by slow and piecemeal deepening of the great divine thoughts that the spring of life rises and abides in our churches. No teaching that is purely ethical or intellectual, or the result of the exercise of the human reason, will do other than lay waste the supernatural church which is redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.

"Further, this message is always a secret given by the Holy Ghost, and blessed by the Holy Ghost. No book, no earthly teacher can ever impart that hidden wisdom without which a ministry must be a thing of nought. A minister must in his inmost soul live through the struggle and the victory. Nothing avails at all in this connection except an immediate and original experience of salvation."









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

      REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV, G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 





Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., Rev. J. CoLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                      J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J.LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
   REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D,, Rev. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. O. L. Robinson, ReV. ~. L. HOLBROOK, REV. F. S. Wheeler. 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wsconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address care of Superintendent. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.




Financial Statement for February.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Beloit 1st $240; Milw, Swedish $2; Prescott, 2; Neillsville, $6; Shiocton, $8; Token, $2.40; Trempealeau, $6. Total..........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Rev. G. R. Leavitt Beloit, $70; Mrs. J. T. Sherman Broadhead, $10; Miss Jessie T. Sherman Brodhead, $20; F. W. Roberts, Woodsworth, $5; C. A. Hatch, Richland Centre, $10; Mrs. Laird, Ellington, $1.




Total.......
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$ 200.40




.$ 126.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


N. B. The National officers are disposed to do all possible to further our transition to self-support, and therefore will allow all North Wisconsin contributions which are sent to our state treasury to be retained for our state work. They will assume that any North Wisconsin contributions which are sent to the N. Y. treasury, are specially designed for work outside of Wisconsin and these therefore will not be returned to Wisconsin under the compact.

Therefore let all contributions North as well as South designed for our Wisconsin Forward Movement be sent to Treas. Blackman.

From North Wisconsin.

BY GEN'L MISSIONARY J. D. WHITELAW.

By the coming, March 1st, of Rev. Albert A. Martin to Prentice all the churches of our faith in this northern district are supplied with pastors.

January 1st, Mrs. Amy K. Morse began work with the church at Fifield, driving from Park Falls every second Sabbath. On the same date Rev. C. H. Moxie, in addition to his work at Amery, began Sunday afternoon services at Clear Lake, driving twenty miles each trip, that he might conduct his usual evening service at home. In spite of the cold weather he has not missed an appointment.

The Clear Lake church had been without a pastor for many months and it was feared by some that the church might go down. But a pastorless church that maintains a vigorous Sunday school and a weekly prayer meeting as is the case here dies hard. When visited the people said we want life, not death.

In January Rev. D. A. Richardson, of Grand Haven, Michigan, began work with the churches of Bloomer and Cleveland and Rev. Idrys Jones, of Hancock. began work at Bruce and Apollonia.

With the exception of Prentice your missionary visited all of the above fields and assisted in the adjustments incident to the call of the pastor, and in two instances raised the necessary church subscription

Evangelistic services were held in January with the churches of Clintonville and Embarrass-Rev. W. A. Garrie, pastor. At the former place a quiet work of grace had been in progress for some weeks and several had taken a stand for God. In spite of cold weather and much sickness the meetings were well attended and we may believe that some were confirmed in their purpose to live for God that others were led to dicision. At Embarrass the meetings were attended with less of demonstration. But a quiet interest was manifest throughout, which is indicative of good received.

March 26 was spent at Curtiss in company with Supt. Everz. Here was found Bro. Shaerer vigorously pushing the work among the large German population and hopeful of good things. Bro. Willan cares for the interest of the English speaking portion of the community. The two congregations worship in the same building, holding services at different hours. Some adjustments may be necessary that the rights of each congregation may be properly secured, and defined. This can doubtless be done. for a spirit of fairness is evident on both sides.




An Improvement on an Excellent Plan.

It is an excellent plan, before the Sabbath of the Home Missionary offering, to send to each home a pastoral letter on the subject, inclosing an envelope (furnished free on application) for each member of the Congregation including children. An improvement on the usual plan is the insertion of sentence asking that the envelope be unsealed till after the facts are presented upon the Sabbath, and that provision be made for inserting an additional amount.




SPECIMEN PASTORAL LETTER.




MY DEAR PEOPLE:-What will you give for Home Missions, to make our work in Wisconsin self supporting? Our State Convention voted, at its last meeting, a recommendation that an effort be made in our churches to get some offering from every member, and, if possible, at least a dollar a member on an average. This is the reason of this letter, which has been sent to every one of you, to put the case before you. We ask you to think of these points:

Our Home Mission Work, in Wisconsin, should be supported by the two hundred and fifty Congregational churches of Wisconsin, without help from New York, or anywhere.

We can do what Ohio, Mic.igan, Illinois, Iowa, have done. It will cost at least $18,000, an average of about a dollar a church member.

We must raise our standard of giving for this cause, if we are to succeed in raising $18,000. Last year we raised less than $8,000.

It will be a great thing if we succeed.

It will be a serious blow to the work if we fail. We want to know by March 1st, what our churches will do. What will you give? Be thoughtful! Pray about it! Ask the Savior for light. Some can give a great deal more than a dollar. Ali can give something.

This Church is a leader in everything. Let us lead in this. Let us raise a thousand dollars in this church. Let us pledge it or glve it today, Pledge if you cannot give. Give if you Prayerfully Your Pastor, GEORGE R. LEAVITT.




can.




ANOTHER SPECIMEN.




Sparta, Wis., Feb. 20, 1899. DEAR FRIEND:-Next Sunday morning, Feb. 26, we shall make our aunual offering for the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society-the Society through which we send the gospel to the new settlements of our State and assist our dependent churches. We are trying just at this time to reach entire selfsupport for the whole state. That we may do so we need an average contribution of one dollar for each resident member, that is, about $400 for our church. This seems but a reasonable amount, especially when we remember that many who are not members take their part in giving. Let us aim to raise at least $200 next Sabbath. If twenty-five persons will give $5 each, twenty-five give $3 each, fifty give $1 each, and all the rest, even the youngest, give from five cents to a dollar each, you can see how large the aggregate offering will be, and what laudable pride we shall feel in giving generously for a great cause. Taking for granted that you wish to help the good work, I enclose an envelope for your use. If you cannot be at church next Sunday, will you kindly send your contribution to me at your earliest convenience; or if you have not the money in hand, will you send your pledge? Your friend and pastor, WILLIAM CRAWFORD.




ANNIVERSARY OF NORTH WISCONSIN H. M. SOCIETY.

This was held in the Congregational church at AshlandRev. A. G. Beach, pastor-during the month of February and was marked by the transaction of much important business, subject to the approval of a quorum, which, from sickness and other necessary causes, was not present.

Rev. H.C. Todd, as president, and the other officers were reelected. Steps were recommended looking towards the dissolution of the N. Wis. H. M. S., when the state Society is able to assume entire support of the work.

A full meeting of the State Board, including the two representatives from the North Wisconsin district convention was called at Milwaukee Y. M. C. A. building, Friday, 3 p. m., March 3, to decide when to take the step for entire self-support, as directed by the annual meeting in Sparta last September.









Missions and Benevolence.




The True Basis of Christian Benevolence.

What is the truly Christian holding of possessions and the true basis of benevolence? That what we have inherited or legally won is of course our own and the one may do what he will with his own? No. Such a view savors too strongly of practical atheism to be held as Christianity. That all earnings should be held in a common social purse, in trust for the wants of all, irrespective of personal talents or worth? Whether or not such an economic system may possibly be the goal of society may possibly be an open question, but for the present and for most of us it is but a speculative theory having no practical bearing whatever upon our personal duty in the handling of wealth. May we deal with the whole property problem after the same principles of conquest which obtain in the yet unchristian world, with this modification, that something must be tossed as a favor into the hands of the church collector or others seeking charity? The commonness of srch Christianity makes it none the more consistant. Even the tithing plan adopted by some with very happy results may be held in a way very inadequately Christian. The one tenth can in no true sense be more the Lord's than the nine tenths remaining, and the most faithful observance of this plan gives no proper license for selfishness in the use of the nine tenths.

God, and God only is owner and Lord of all property. "For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thous and hills." "The silver is mine and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts." We and all about us are of his creation. The most successful wealth winner has no power or possession of his own personal creation. None can prosper without God's prospering. And as Christians we have this additional consideration that God in infinite love gave the central treasure of heaven to be sacrificed for our redemption from folly, sin and misery. Each of us too has had sacred personal experiences with God which have emphasized our complete and splendid indebtedness to Him. How one can then allow himselt to be puffed up with a satisfied and independent sense off personal ownership of these earthly holdings passes Christian explanation.




Then with a vision that no mind

However dull or wilful, could mistake,

I saw love's essence, of the kind

That never thinks of self, while in its wake

Trail richest blessings for mankind

Who thinks not of the source, but takes the draught 
And praises what like him is blind, 


The cup from which God's boundless love is quaffed.

O! atom which, by gift divine,

Art coupled with infinity of love,

That through thy life some ray may shine 
Into earth's darhness from the light above, 
Give glory where all praise is due, 


   Nor grasp that which on other mission bent 
   Claims thee a means that freely through 
   Thy thoughts and deeds God's purpose may be sent. 
                                   CAROL I. KING; 
Tomah, Wis. 





Ours is the position of stewardship. Hence never our own me wish or convenience but always the Master's will should de-s termine our whole administration of this trust. This should: be our sole aim in spending a portion for building a home, a portion for the table and the wardrobe, for the library and the stable, a portion for this enlarging of our business, a portion for a vacation or for insurance against the uncertainties of life. With the same motive and aim a portion is devoted to the support of the church or to missions or to the needs of the unfortunate. There is no room for patronage in these things. We can simply meet obligations, the obligations of a steward, or agent or trustee. "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." There is no room in the Christian coneeption of property management for charity as it is commonly thought of as a work of supererogation. We can pay our debts. We can not give to the Lord or to the work of his Gospel or to the needs of his poor in the sense of conferring a personal favor. And to this clear, fundamental Christian view our church people need persistently to be held.

We must keep in its high and rightful place among the obligations of this our stewardship the financial needs of Christ's work of evangelizing and comforting the world. All other purposes for which this property of God is used, and rightly enough used within certain limitations, are yet secondary and merely preliminary. The great work of God in this world is not its material enterprises but its spiritual, the work of Christ. And He must wish that we so manage things that there may be enough left beyond our living expenses to keep this work of Christ moving on worthily and conqueringly. If anywhere a steward of God is living in luxury while this the Master's work is in distress, something is very wrong and inconsistent. Have some stewards forgotten for what God has made them stewards?

And all through the Christian's thought of these matters glows his grateful love and loyalty to Him to whom he owes so much. It is with gladness, as being thus able to express that grateful loyalty, that he pays as he is able into the treasury of this direct work of Christ. While he of course has sought to honor Christ in all his buying and selling he yet finds a superior expression of the supreme aim of his life and of his sense of God's presence in paying back to the Master thus what He can use in his own work of salvation.




Render Tribute Where Due.

My heart thrilled in me with a great 
Compassion-pity for a sin-swept world, 
No room was left for black-winged hate, 


No crevice where its flag might be unfurled. 
Rash egoism round my soul 


Cast its delusive web, complacency;- 
No broader stream of love could roll 


From heart that is, or was, or e'er shall be.




W. M. E.




Psalm XXIII.

The Lord he is my Shepherd 
Leading me with tender care, 
By the still and quiet waters, 
And in pastures, green and fair. 


While I follow here His guidance 
All my wants shall be supplied; 
He will crown my days with goodness, 
And in peace I shall abide. 


If I'm tempted here to wander 
In forbidden ways again, 
He'll restore my soul in mercy, 
For His great and holy name. 


When I walk through death's dark valley 
I no evil there will fear; 


With His staff He will sustain me, 
Till I within His courts appear. 


He has spead for me a table 
In the presence of my foes: 
On my head is oil of gladness, 
And my cup with joy oerflows. 





Love Excelleth.

(I Cor. 13.)




With tongues of men and angels we may speak, 
  In gifts of prosphecy excel, 


But, without love, we do as nought become, 
  Although great mysteries we tell. 
Though goods to feed the poor we grant, and lift 
  The fallen ones in their distress; 
Though strong our faith and great our courage, yet 
  The love of Christ we must possess. 


How sweet its notes do echo in the stars, 
  That make Heaven's canopy so bright: 
Love sent God's Son to us from heaven to earth 
  That we may wash and be made white. 
Love vaunteth not itself nor is puffed up 
  But bears a message sweet to those 
Who, burdened with life's cares, are struggling on 
 To gain, in living, sweet repose. 


Love beareth all things, and believeth all 
  In earth beneath and heaven above: 
Love hopeth and endureth all things, too,- 
 How dark without the light of love! 
The tongues and prophecies of men must fail 
 And earthly knowledge pass away; 
But love, the very spirit of our Lord, 
  Will never fail by night or day. 


We know in part, in part we prophesy, 
  But even this will be as nought 
When Jesus comes and gathers to His fold 
  All those who have salvation sought. 
As we from childhood grow, we put away 
  All childish things, and speak as one 
Who thinks and understands anew the mind 
  Of Jesus Christ, Ged's only Son. 


And now abideth Faith and Hope an Love, 
  These virtues three-true, noble, grand; 
But Love, by far the greatest of them all, 
  Will lead us to the Better Land. 


Then let us all, with one accord, kneel down

And ask the Lord in heaven above

To give us strength, through all our earthly days, 
 To do His will-show forth His love. 


Milwaukee, Wis., Nov. 30, 1898.




P. W. GIBSON.
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[Abstract of address by Prof. Robert C. Chapin, Beloit College, in the series "Why a Christian College?' '-now in progress in the First Congregational Church of Beloit.]

Christianity is called upon today to vindicate its divine origin by applying Christ's law of love to the complex economic life of our times. This Christian principle, a law in the ethical sense, must somehow find expression in the sphere of conduct which we call economic,-the "putting good into things and the getting good out of things,,"-until the Golden Rule shall be a true statement of the normal action of men in regard to these things, that is, an economic law. What has the Christian College to offer towards the solution of this problem?

I. Like the Christian man, the Christian College must lift up the principle of love to man as central in Christianity, must "assert the Golden Rule and persuade men to act upon it." The world opposes the idea in practice, if not in theory, as it opposed it when Christ affirmed it so constantly. His followers must maintain it in all its breadth and depth.

II. To this assertion of the principle in its absolute form must be added its interpretation and application to the relations of every-day life. To love one's neighbor is to seek his good, and the only lasting good is good character. But this is determined largely by the social environment. Customs, laws and institutions must be brought under the sway of the principle of love. But before we can apply the principle to the institution, we must understand it, just as before we can help a man we must know what he really needs.

It is the business of the economist to carry on the study of these economic processes and institutions, to show what our industrial system actually is and does today. A dispassionate account of this will be the indispensable foundation for an appreciation of its merits as a method of producing the quantities of goods that men need, for a judgment as to its conformity to Christian stan ards, and for devising plans for its betterment. How shall this study be carried on?

First, economic study should be scientific in its methods. Observation, induction, deduction, should be as cautiously and as fearlessly employed as in Chemistry and Astronomy, notwithstanding the immense difficulty imposed by reason of personal feelings and interests.

Second, It must be sympathetic study. Only thus can we understand men. The lack of a sympathetic understanding embittered the half-century of struggle between North and South. The Social Settlements, by reason of possessing sympathy with their neighbors, are able to give the truest description of them.

Third, it must be broad in its scope. The economist must not generalize farther than his data warrant. He must not judge the social value of an invention or an institution by its effects upon one group of men. His observations must include the dynamics of society, the forces which determine men to pay the prices and work for the wages that we know, and the direction and meaning of the variations in these forces. The working of the individual mind, the effect of race-inheritance, of social institutions and of moral standards must not be neglected.

III. Courage is needed to bring together faith in the absolute principle and knowledge of human needs and conditions, if indolence and the opposition of selfish interests are to be overcome. There is evidence that this element is not wanting.

New conditions bring new duties. Twenty years ago Americans believed that competition as the regulating principle in the industrial life of the country was not so far from realizing the ends of the Golden Rule. Each man, striving in a fair field to do as well as he could for himself, seemed to be doing as much as he could for the community in exchange for what he received from it. But changes have taken place. The field is no longer fair to all. The seamy side of the competitive system, with increasing population and diminishing supply of free land, is painfully in evidence.

On the other hand tendencies are visible to replace competition by monopoly, thus saving wastes in production, and by some form of co-operation, thus equalizing and stimulating the consumption of wealth. And these movements await the guidance of Christian intelligence, whether they take the form of voluntary activity or legislative control and mangement. The Christian College can do much along all three of these lines. The supremacy of the law of love she will teach, consciously and unconscionsly, if her life acknowledge the supremacy of Christ at all. Love to man will be the essence of the "college spirit" that is breathed into the student and he will find the right atmosphere for sympathetic study of society.

The intellectual atmosphere will conduce to the formation of habits of exact, comprehensive, sympathetic research into economic phenomena.

Finally, the college will give her sons the courage and the practical impulse that will set them at work. As the training in Economies will teach them how to find out what they ought to do in applying Christianity, so the training of the
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college as a whole will make them men of such character that they will have the will and the courage to apply it. Thus the Christian college has an indispensable part in bringing the economic world under the sway of the Lord of Love.




A Suggestion




AS TO THE ORGANIZATION OF OUT STATIONS.

DIST. MISSIONARY F. N. DEXTER. In many of our fields there are outlaying rural districts where an occasional preaching service is held, and a Sunday school, more or less intermittently, is maintained. The work is unsatisfactory because there is no one who feels any responsibility for carrying it forward. There may be one or two Christian families, but not enough to justify the organization of a church, to carry on the work. Branch churches, several miles out from the parent stem, have not proven a practical solution of the problem of permanency in the work and responsibility in carrying it forward. A need has been felt of something that would unify the moral and religious sentiment of such a community, and secure the cooperation of all interested in supporting, both morally and financially, christian services. It is good, neither for the minister, nor for the people, that he give them his services.

As a solution of the problem of such fields, we have in several places, organized what we call "Congregational Societies," which have apparently met the needs of the people. In response to the request of some we give the constitution and form of organization for the benfit of such as feel the need of some such method of work.




CONSTITUTION.




1. Name. The name of this organization shall be The Congregational Society of -.

II. Goyernment. This society shall be governed by its membership; a majority vote of which shall decide all questions.

III. Object. The object of this society shall be to secure and support Gospel services, and a Sunday school inand to work towards the organization of a Congregational church; and when this shall have been effected, this society shall expire by limitation, its work being done by the church. IV. Membership. Any person of good moral character, who sympathizes with, and will work for, the objects of this society, may become a member, by a vote of its members, and by signing this constitution. A member may be dropped by his own request, or by a two thirds vote of the members. V. Officers. The officers of this society, shall be a president, secretary, treasurer, S. S. superintendent and three trustees, elected by the members, and holding office for one year, or till their successors are chosen.

1. The President, or in his absence, a president pro-tem. shall be the moderator of the business meetings.
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The secretary shall keep a record of the business meetings of the society.

3. The treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the society, only as voted by the society, upon the written order of the secretary, signed by the president.

4. The Sunday school superintendent shall have charge of the S. S. and with the other officers of the school, shall secure teachers, and manage its affairs.

5. The trustees shall hold the property of the society, shall secure a meeting place for the preaching services and Sunday school, and shall attend to the raising of the money necessary to carry on the work of this organization. As directed by vote, they shall transact all business relative to securing preaching.




6. General Provisions.




1. A week's public notice having been given, this constitution can be changed by a two thirds vote of its members. 2. Matters not herein provided for may be decided by vote of the members.

3. This society is free and independent of any outside church control, and recognizes all true christians as brethren. 4. The annual business meeting shall be heldThe officers, or any four members may call a meeting at any time by giving a public notice.

Of course this can be adapted to the peculiar needs of any field. Its advantages are obvious.

1. It organizes, and gives permanence to out-station work. 2. It keeps the field from being divided by other sects coming in.

3. It secures the active co-operation of many who for various reasons would not join a Congregational church. A. A strong society will do more for the building upof the Kingdom of God than a weak church.

5. It is the most practical kind of union effort. It has worked well wherever tried. So far, not a failure has been made.









Death of a Pioneer.




Mrs. Sarah M. Clary Entered Into Rest.

Mrs. Sarah M. Clary quietly passed from earth to heaven, at the home in Beloit, Wednesday at 3:30 a. m. Feb. 22d.

Had she lived one month more, this remarkable woman would have been ninety-two years old. Her powers of mind and body were wonderfully preserved to the end, when she slept herself away without a struggle.

There was with her to the last, her faithful attendant, Harriet Atkins, who has been connected with the StrongClary family for more than fifty years, aiding to usher into the world and out of it a long list of loved ones, with a loyal and steadfast service that has few equals.

Sarah Miranda Williams was born March 22, 1807, at Cherry Valley, Otsego county, N. Y.

Feb. 12, 1830, she was married to Morgan Lewis Breadsley, who died Sept. 8th, 1831. Their little Lewis lived to be about six and one-half years old.

March 24, 1835, occurred her marriage to Rev. Dexter Clary, who was pastor of the Beloit First Congregational church from 1840-1850, and who was State Superintendent of Congregational Home Missions for Wisconsin, from 1850-1872. His death occurred June 18th, 1874, in the home on Broad street where they had resided, (a new house having replaced the old one) for most of their Beloit life.

The Clary home received six children, of whom none servive. The daughter, Sarah, married Dr. H. P. Strong, brother of Mr. Wm. B. Strong, who, since the death of his brother and the widow, with seven of their eight children has filled the place of a son to Mrs. Clary, and of a father to Russell J. C. Strong, the only survivor of the two large families. Mrs. Clary was a woman of marked presence, of unusual mental acumen and strength of character. She was naturally a leader, and won for herself an exceptionally wide circle of admirers in a high sense.

Many recalled her unique place in the history of the old Beloit First Church, in connection with its recent sixtieth anniversary, when her letter of greeting was read, and in connection with which she found pleasure in recalling many incidents of the early history known to few if any besides herself. During her last years she lived for her grandson, Russell, who was equally devoted to her, exchanging letters with him almost daily till her death. She herself joined the church when but thirteen years of age, one of one hundred and three, fruits of a revival at her old New York home about forty miles from Utica.

Her religious nature was pronounced, yet child-like. The stillness of the house at night, these recent years, would often be broken by her clear strong repetition of the familiar child's prayer. "Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take." The usual bed time, family prayer, preceded by the good night Scripture verses and kisses of the children who lived in the house latterly, seemed a never failing delight to her. It gave her great satisfaction that for the past four years the home could be occupied by one who succeeded to the line of her husband's Home Missionary Work, Secretary Homer W. Carter, with his family. A remarkable woman-a noble character, has entered into rest. H. W. C.




Obituary.




Hon. William Hughes, of Aurora, Wis., the late assemblyman for Waushara Co., died Feb. 4, 1899, at Madison where he served his second term of office.

Mr. Hughes' health had been failing for some time, and though his family and friends had feared before, during the severe attacks of sickness which came frequently upon him, that the end was near, yet it was a great shock for us all to have his spirit pass out of this world for its future abode. But we are confident that he was called away from his present duties into a higher domain of service to serve the Master he honored here.

Mr. Hughes was born in Radnorshire, South Wales, Aug. 11, 1841; He came to this country and to Aurora, Wis. in May, 1869, where he resided until his death.

His marriage, which occured Nov. 23, 1869, to Miss Catherine Davis, of Aurora, Wis., who survives him, was a happy matrimonial union of over 29 years. Their children are John P., of Seattle, Washington, Myrtle C. and Fred D. residing at home with their mother, and Mrs. Corbett, of Berlin, Wis.

Notwithstanding the extreme cold weather, the funeral services held over the remains which had been brought home for interment were largely attended.

The funeral services were conducted at the house by pastor of the church of which Mr. Hughes was a member, and also by the Masonic Order, with which he had indentified himself. A delegation from the Legislature was present and beautiful flowers were arranged to represent the "Gate Ajar," presented by the same, as token of respect for its deceased member. In the death of Mr. Hughes his widow lost a kind husband, his children an affectionate father, and all of his relatives and




associates a true kinsman and friend. The public lost one who discharged his duties conscientiously, and the community at large an upright man and a kind neighbor.

The statement would not be too strong that he was a man of substantial character, acting his part well in every sphere to which he deemed it proper to give his energy.

He had many praiseworthy qualities, but the most conspicuous was his unswerving loyalty to duty. The words of Franklin, would bear well on his case. "My rule is to go straight forward in doing what appears to me to be right leaving the consequences to provide.




J. Z. E.




Miss Carol Dixon daughter of Rev. J. H. Dixon who died in Oct. last, died in Beloit, Sunday afternoon, March 5. Miss Dixon was a young woman of exceptional attractiveness and promise. She was a fine singer and an earnest joyous Christian, who had just entered upon her career as a teacher in Beloit after studies in Beloit College.




"That Nothing be Lost."

If the sentence here quoted from the words of our Lord in John VI, were well considered by Christians in connection with missions, our societies would be well supplied with funds. For much is "lost" which might be saved, through extravagant living. Take the one item of food; our American people especially, as compared with many other nationalities, live too high.

It is probably true that if many families, whether well-to-do or poor, would live on half of what they expend for the table, it would be better for their health and longevity. Good cooking and plainer foods, with a little less variety, would enable thousands of families to lay aside at least a dollar a week which might go into the treasury of the Lord, while at the same time such self denial would leave them better off physically and spiritually.

As a result of a little effort at economy of this kind, think of of the enlarged treasuries of our benevolent societies and the joy of the treasurers!

Not all can receive this kind of advice. Some need a better b ll of fare than they get.

There comes the thought of the kind of fare our Lord saw fit to increase when he fed the five thousand.

It was very plain and yet substantial. Bread and fish Pies, and cakes, sauce and costly desert were omitted. Yet even with such fare, the "fragments" were to be gathered up. It seems that the Lord's blessing went with that kind of fare which the little boy took along for lunch, put up by the kind mother.

May we not say in the premises, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God" not only for your-self but for the many in heathendom by means of your contributions "saved" thus from the average superabundantly laden American tables? Then other things shall be added and added to, like the meal in the barrel, plain food perhaps, but health at the same time. "That nothing be lost" or thrown away, and that much may be saved for the doubly poor in distant lands!




EDWIN N. ANDREWS.




The Good Work to Continue.

Many of the Sunday-school workers of the state will be glad to know that the Executive committee of the State Sunday School Association has arranged with Mr. James Edmunds, of Beaver Dam, to continue his work as Field Secretary of the association. Mr. Edmunds' presence and suggestions in the conventions last year were helpful to the hundreds of workers in attendance. The Normal Bible Institutes he conducted were exceedingly helpful to teachers, and the Nor mal classes organized will be a means of improved methods of study and teaching in many schools.

We have 38 counties in the state yet unorganized, and the Normal study and House Department are yet in their infancy. With the co-operation of all the Sunday-school forces in th. state, coupled with the industry, skill and devotion of our Field Secretary, we hope for a large improvement in the Sunday-school work in the state.




T. S. THOMPSON, Secretary.




-:




The School Boy's Psalmn.

Rare is the student that walketh not crookedly up stairs; nor standeth in the way of others (up the aisle); nor sittith in the seat that is in the back row.

But his delight is in his lesson, which is long, that upon it he may meditate day and night.

He shall be a walking dictionary, petted by all teachers, that knoweth all things when asked; his favoritism also shall not cease; and for whatsoever he doeth he shall receive high marks.

The unstudious are not so; but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.

Therefore the unstudious shall not stand in the examinations; nor dull ones in the congregation of the exempt.-Guard and Tackle.
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Life in Our Churches.




Ashland-Rev. A. G. Beach, pastor. This church joins the general forward movement for entire support of the Home Missionary work of the state without aid for its northern half from the National societies, as has been the case for several




years.




In connection with a recent visit from Supt. Carter who addressed the church and its different departments at fine services on the Sabbath, under the genial and persistent leadership of the pastor $80 were pledged, and the aim is to reach the quota of as many dollars as there are resident members. 22 Dodgeville Plymouth-Rev. R. Litmarsh, pastor. We have just held three weeks' protracted meetings here, which have been a great blessing to the church. Our pastor was assisted by Miss Ruth and two other helpers of the Volunteer Army of America. Things are progressing favorably; the outlook is bright and cheering. Sorry to hear our pastor present his resignation last Sunday morning, after the usual sermon. He has been with us now for five years, and has more friends today than ever. His sermons are always bright, fresh and encouraging to us all. We hope to be able to get him to reconsider his decision. If not, we shall all be sorry to part with him. but pray that His future may be a success.

Durand-The new pastor, Rev. Alex Chambers, starts upon his new work with promise of success. His people lately gave him and his wife a delightful reception evening.

Easton-Outstation of White Creek. An organizing council met here Feb. 4, and a cl:urch of fifteen members started strongly into service, with a revival spirit, born of the recent deep interest at White Creek and vicinity.

Fau Claire First-Rev. John W. Frizzell, Ph. D., has been cordially invited to remain for another year. He is said to be "a strong and popular preacher, growing in the estimation of the people and the church."

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pastor. The envelope sys tem for weekly offerings has been adopted and is eminently successful. All bills have been paid at beginning of every




mouth.




The six benevolent societies are being remembered by pledges for each. Increased attendance upon all the services is one of the hopeful features of this very important field.

Geneva Lake-A revival of unusual power, with many conversions, is reported here, under the guidance of evangelist E. H. Baker and wife.

Lake Mills-Rev. T. F. Murphy pastor. On Sunday Feb. 5, Rev. T. F. Murphy tendered his resignation as pastor of the Congregational church of this place, to take effect April 1. During the time Mr. Murphy has been with us he has proved himself faithful in the performance of every duty, thoroughly consecrated to his work, and devoted to the best interests of the church community. His estimable wite has shown herself a fit helpmeet to her husband, ever ready to assist in any good cause. The whole family have endeared themselves to our people and it is with sincere regret that we part with them.

Lake Nelogamon-This new point on the Duluth and South Shore Ry. about thirty miles from West Superior is cared for temporarily by Rev. S. E. Lathrop in connection with District Missionary Whitelaw. Upon four recent Sabbaths, Bro. Lathrop reports the mercnry not above 20 degrees below zero any time during the day. A serious fire in the business portion of this new town, is reported, calling for sympathy.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor. This thriving new church has suffered an inestimable loss in the recent death of Mr. McGregor one of its most substantial spiritual leaders and founders, a Scotchman of sterling worth and wise counsels. The loss is largely increased in the resulting removal from the town of the daughter who was an acknowledged leader among the young, and a loyal, winsome worker in all church and Sabbath school activities.

Menasha-Rev. A. E. Leonard, pastor. Francis Murphy and his son have conducted a week of Union meetings in the city with good results. The annual reunion and roll call of the church is set for March 9. The church sustains another serious loss in the death of Mrs. L J. Noble.

Milwaukee, Hanover St.-The resignation of Pastor S. S. Mathews, after a four years pas.orate, was presented Feb. 12, and is printed in full in the Evening Wisconsin. During this pastorate a heavy debt has been removed and the church organized for aggressive work. Mr. Mathews goes to a most attractive field in Connecticut. He will be missed in Wisconsin, especially in the State Sunday-school-work, to which he has given much time and thought.

Oconomowoc-Rev. J, W. Helmuth, pastor. A "harvest ingathering" occurred Oct. 12, in a bright, renovated church, netting over $231 the gift of a grateful, appreciative people for their energetic pastor, and crowning two years of faithful service. The church had been in poor repair. The Junior Endeavorers were first inspired to the improvement crusade, and, by their quilt, with names, secured money that soon papered the walls. The ceiling was finished in large panels. Next, in spite of doubts and fears, a carpet was ordered and
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laid. Then the wood work was tinted to harmonize with the carpet. Then through Mrs. Helmuth's energy new chairs were contributed. More lamps followed. Then a supper and a pleasant reopening paid the delinquent bills. Large lamps were needed for the audience room. The juniors came to the front again and they began to shine. $41, were gradually raised for new hymn and responsive reading books. A fine spirit of cooperation exists, and persons of all ages are placed on committees and given specific work to do. Laboring together, they find joy and success. The Christmas festivities, including a tree, made all happy. The membership of the church has considerably increased during 1898.

Oshkosh First-Rev E. H. Smith, pastor. The Pilgrim chronicles two receptions to membership, three baptisms, nine weddings and nine funerals since the middle of December. Mr. Smith lately gave an illustrated lecture on the Porto Rico campaign, at the Elo church and at Oakfield Pres. and Mrs. R. H. Halsey are warmly welcomed back to Oshkosh and to their former church fellowship.

Osseo-Rev. J. E. Evans, pastor, succeeds this year in what was vainly hoped for last year, and makes no further applica tion for H. M. aid. What church will next join this sort of a forward movement?




Pleasant Valley-Rev. Louis W. Willberger, pastor. The work at the Pleasant Valley church has gone on quietly the past year. The old chandeliers have been replaced by new Belgian lamps, the walls have been calcimined in two colors with a border, new curtains put in, and the windows tinted, greatly improving in appearance the interior of the church. The people showed their regard for their pastor by presenting him with about $20.00 for a new coat at Christmas time. During January Mr. A. D. Maes of the Am. S. S. Union held meetings here for two weeks, resulting in increased interest in all lines of work. There will probably be a number of additions to the C. E. society and to the church. At the close of the meeting a collection of $10.00 was taken for the Am. S. S. Union. A singing class of 35 members has been organized in the interest of better music for church services, a class in History and Algebra is also in charge of the pastor.

Port Washington-Mr. Daniel W. Dexter acting pastor. This new church, organized last June and received in September as the second of the two English protestant churches in Ozaukee county, on January 15, dedicated a building, ultimately designed to be the lower portion of a larger edifice. With its tinted walls, window-shades, fire place, kitchen and pantry, it has a peculiarly home-like effect. This church has been specially favored from the first, starting out selfsupporting as only one other has done of the twelve churches organized since Oct. '97. A central finely located lot was presented by Hon. F. A. Dennett, of Sheboygan, who is President of the Wisconsin Chair Company, whose business is one of the chief enterprises of Port Washngton, where the vice president of the company, Mr. John R. Dennett resides, and who with his wife of the old Beloit 1st church, is among the leaders in this new church. A furnace was presented by a Milwaukee friend. The "Girl Bachelors" of the city have presented a $75, organ, besides a cash contribution of $50 towards the building, and otherwise ass sting generously. The Ladies' Auxiliary contributed $250, and is also one of the most efficient agencies in the various lines of work.

H. W. Carter preached the dedicatory sermon, and in the evening. At the morning service the pastor baptized nine children, and in the afternoon conducted a special consecration and communion service, receiving eleven additions to the twentyeight charter members. An exceptionally good choir furnished special music at all the services.

Mr. Dexter, of the Senior Class Chicago Theological Seminary is the only pastor which this church has had. His summer vacation was spent in leading in the organization, and he drops out of his course a year still further to develop the work. Both pastor and people are to be congratulated upon the substantial foundation laid as well as upon the hopefulness of the outlook of this new kingdom extension agency.

Potosi-Rev. Aaron Breeze, pastor, is rejoicing in the midst of special work of grace, Sunday Nov. 13 was a day long to be remembered. The church was filled both morning and evening. The pastor preached from Lamentations III:22-3, after which five adults received baptism. Then followed the grandest scene of all when ten were received into church on confession of faith. Also the Lord's Supper was administered at British Hollow, and nine received on confession of faith, making a total of 19 for the day. The day will be memorable for the hallowed influence which pervaded the meetings. The Christmas tree at Potosi and entertainment was a fine success, netting $12. At British Hollow, $9.00 were raised by a crowded audience. The pastor and wife were generously remembered. After completing a three years course of study with Chicago Seminary of Sciences, Mr. Breeze has received the degree of Ph. B. The pastor writes: "We thank our Father for the past and expect greater things in the future."

Prentice-Rev. A, A. Martin, the new pastor, begins March 1. The field is at an important R. R. Junction, surrounded by many smaller fields that need development.









Prescott-Rev. H. F. A. Obenhans, pastor. Dec. 28 the church held its annual meeting in the afternoon; the social part filled the evening. About a hundred persons sat down to the well furnished tables. Toasts were happily respoi ded o: the Church in the Past, the Present, the Future, the Church in Relation to other denominations, to the Sunday school, to the Y. P. S. C. E., to the Ladies' society.

The business meeting revealed a pros perous growth and advance in all lines of work. The benevolences totals from all sources, were reported as a little over $1100, home expenses about the same. A beautiful Packard organ, rich in tone, was purchased during the year also a handsome new carpet for the audience room. Nineteen were added to the church membership, all but one on confession. Mr. M. T. Dill and Mr. G. W. McMurphey were re-elected deacons, and Mr. W. Buschmann clerk.




re




West Green Bay-Rev. Chas. E. Nelson, pastor, is rejoicing over a cent ingathering, 6 have united with the church during last quarter on confession. The parsonage which during the cold weather was vacated, in undergoing much needed repairs.

Windsor-Rev. A. L. P. Loomis, pastor. The manse at Windsor welcomed a large company of friends on Tuesday, February 7, to celebrate the anniversary of their Ladies Missionary Society.

Twenty years ago, with much fear and trembling, seven ladies banded themselves together to work and pray for foreign missions. Four years later the Home work was added. Six years past and the Thankofferiug was i corporated. Through all these years only ten times has the monthly meeting been omitted and this in a busy farming community with a membership scattered from one to six miles apart. All honor to the husbands, father's and brothers who make it easy for wives, daughters and sisters to attend these meetings and often come with them. To this Anniversary Miss Lyman, of Dakota, Mrs. Butler, of Florida, and Mrs. A. D. Adams, now of New Richmond, each former presidents, sent letters of remembrance and congratulation, while young voices added the charm of music to the occasion. Two members commemorated the day in pleasant verse, the gifted secretary told the story of the years-of offering gladly given, and as they gathered at sunset round the laden "Missionary Boards" each face told its own story of the privilege of service.

Wheaton-Rev. Howard R. Vaughn, pastor, closed three years of organized life Nov. 20. Began with 22 members and now numbers 45. The parish comprises 53 families; about 30 of these attending church quite regularly. There has been marked improvement in spiritual things during the past year. A very hopeful work is developing among the children.

Subscriptions for support of the home work are twice as large as ever before. The policy of a sound financial basis for the church is becoming generally understood and may be now said to have begun says pastor Vaughn. "Our buildings are up. The time has come for a larger outlook. The period of infancy is passed, I hope. My first thought is for the work in our state. At least half we give should be for that work, at present." Whitewater-Rev. B. C. Preston, pastor. A unique and valuable exercise was recently devised by the pastor to interest the boys of the Junior Endeaorverers, entitled "Uncle Sam's New Children." This exercise is fitted for the times, and for Endeavorer boys older as well as younger, and can be secured for nominal compensation of the pastor or Mrs. A. J. Hutton, State Sec'y of Juvenile work.
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Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, pas




tor.




Sabbath evening sermons for March, by the pastor, are announced upon such fundamentals as conversion, faith, justification and sanctification.

Milton-Rev. A. L. McClelland, pastor. Relief and rejoicing follow the announcement of the payment of the last of the old debts.

West Salem-Rev. F. B. Doe, pastor. Under the wise leadership of this veteran missionary leader, this church is one of the first to report its full quota in sight.

Park Fal's-Rev. E. L. Morse, pastor, as stated last month, has begun a series of chapel-building entertainments looking to the erection the coming season of the much needed church home.

At Butternut, associated with this field, the German Evanglical association brethren have held occasional services and special meetings in our building and Feb, 12 they effected a church organization, although from our standpoint the needs of the field were sufficiently met by our American church,

Elroy-Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor, will hold two weeks special meetings with preaching by the pastor beginning March 12. The preaching will be exclusively to Christians and church members, and the praying, first, for a fuller work of the Holy Spirit.

Saxeville-Rev. J. A. Thomas, pastor. Rev. A. C. Chambers assisted the pastor in two weeks of special meetings during Jan. 30, Feb. 12. It was the coldest weather we remember, therefore the attendance was small. A few manifested a desire to follow Christ and there was a deepening of the religious experience of the church. The Sunday school is in a good condition and the Ladies' Aid Society has done excellent work the last year.

The Saxville church n eds a bell. Communion sets and organs as well as bells can be placed to advantage in some of our unfurnished churches.




Bond,




Boscobel- Rev. W. J. C pastor. Prof. E. G. Smith, of Beloit College spoke here Feb. 26th in the intere ts of the forward movement, with the result that three times as much as ever before was contributed for Home Missions, although a stormy Sabbath gave an unusually small congregation. He also spoke to the great interest and profit of the people in the evening of the same day upon Christian Education.

Arena Second, Arena Third and Mill Creek-Rev. Geo. E. Plant, pastor, are enthusiastic in their interest and support of the "Forward Movement" for Home Missions in Wisconsin. A recent report gives the following: At Mill Creek 24members' pledges and collection $40.00; At Arena 2nd, 9 members, $9 00; At Arena 3rd, 34 members $4.45, making a total of $53.45, besides what the Ladies' Aid Society of the Arena 2nd and 3rd churches will raise. These two Aid societies are doing well. The 3rd church has been papered and generally renovated by them. The Mill Creek church has also been newly papered.

Clintonville-Rev. W. A. Gerrie pastor. Has increased prosperity with enlarged benevolent offerings since possessing its fine centrally located brick edifice four years ago. Mr. Gerrie here and at Embarrass four miles away has




been the much loved, wise, and successfal pastor for four and one half years. Supt. Carter spent March 5th with these churches.

Why and Who?

Who should seek admission to the Church? Not alone those who are very good, almost perfect. Not merely those who would like to associate with Christian people and share whatever advantages may lie in church membership. But those who are simply, humbly, unreserv edly Christ's. Those whose hope is in Christ only and who have chosen him as their Master and Guide. The church is for the self-distrusting, in experienced Christian as well as for the mature and steadfast. It is for the beginner and the one wrestling with weakness and doubts quite as much as for the full of faith, for Thomas and Peter as well as for John. It is a home, a school, a place for nourishment and growth.

Why should one seek admission to the church? To please and honor Him who has redeemed us and whose we are. To make the most of all opportunities for the culture of the Christian life. To confess Christ and to say to the world simply and in a way most natural and effec-t ive that we believe in Him and in his work among men. To set a right example before our children and those who may follow our example. To take up manfully our share of whatever reproach Christ's church may have to bear, and our share of responsibility for his work of redeeming the world. To prove our trust in and our fellowship with Chr ist's people. To be able to say to cthers for whom we care... "Come with us." To be unmistakably where we know we ought to be in this world's great conflict between light and darkness, between truth and error, between sin and holiness, between despair and hope. PLYM. PROVOKER.




The Minister's Wife. The minister's wife ought to be selected by a committee of the church. She should be warranted never to have headache or neuralgia; she should have nerves of wire and sinews of iron; she should never be tired nor sleepy, and should be everybody's cheerful drudge; she should be cheerful. intellectual, pious and domesticated; she should be able to keep her husband'shouse, darn his stockings, make his shirts, cook his dinner, light bis fire, and copy his sermons; she should keep up the style of a lady on the wages of a day laborer, and be always at leisure for "good works," and ready to receive morning calls; she should be seeretary of the Band of Hope, the W. C. T. U.,the Ladies Aid Society, and President of the Woman's Missionary Societies, home and foreign; she should conduct Bible classes and mothers' meeting; should make clothing for the poor and gruel for the sick. She should know everybody in the town; be interested in all that interests every fanily in th parish, anticipate all their wants and weishes as if by intuition and fidally, she should be pleased with everybody and everything, and never desire any reward be yond the satisfaction of having done her own duty and other people's too. Wisconsin Christian Advocate.









Wilwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE,




WIS.




Full Four Year College Courses leading to the degrees B. A. and B. S. and B. L.




Full Four Year Preparatory Courses which are accredited by the University of Wisconsin, Beloit Colege, and all colleges to which students from them have ever applied.




Native Teachers of German and French.




Excellent facilities for Music and Art.




Terms, for Board and 1 uition, per year, $300.




For further informat on address




MISS E. C. SABIN,




President.




MILWAUKEE, WIS




Fautless Net Ing Investors 5, 5 1-2 Loans...and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in the very heart of the great 'Corn Belt" of the world. We have had




25 Years Expe rence

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mort X..




lowa and Missouri Farm




Loans.




We do business in localities where we have personal knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in amount from $200 up, are usually for a term of 5 years, interest semiannual, re nitted without cost to lender in New York or Chicago exchange.




Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving full particulars of improvements, valnation, etc




Address,




Darrow Investment Co.,




Corning, lowa.




We are pleased to retr, by permission, to Rev. Mr. Kidder, of Our Church Life.




THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close relation to its spirit and work. It will make a specialty of fitting young nen to etern the Beloit courses, or those of any other first-class college,

ROCHESTER, WIS., Offers three parallel courses of study. with more varied oppertunities for those who wish to tea h.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal.
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most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









VOL. V.




CAME THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT
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"The Old Mission," Madeline Island, Lake Superior. Dedicated as a rest place for
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DATES TO REMEMBER.




1899.




April 27-International S. S. Convention, Atlanta, Ga.

May 30-Decoration Day.

June 11-Children's Day.

May 23-23-Anniversary of C. H. M. S., at Hartford, Conn.

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS.

Superior-Ashland, April 25-26. 
Eau Claire-Spring Valley, May 1-2, 
La Crosse-Elroy, May 9-10. 
North Eastern-Antigo, May 9-10. 
Beloit-Elkhorn, May 16-17. 
Madison-Dodgeville, May 15-16. 
Milwaukee-Waukesha, May 22-23. 
Winnebago-Rosendale, June 6-7. 
Welsh-Emmet and Ixonia June 1-4. 
Lemonweir-June 7-8. 


Sept. 12-14-State Congregational 
   Convention and W. H. M. S. 
    Anniversary, at West Superior. 





The Companion's New Calendar.

The calendars given by The Companion in former years to all subscribers have been remarkable for their delicacy of design and richness of coloring. But the Calendar for 1899 for surpasses any of those. The publishers have endeavored to make it the finest calendar of the century, and readers of The Companion will not be disappointed in it. Those who subscribe now will receive not only the gift of the Calendar, but also all the issues of November and December, from the time of subscription free. The new volume will be the best The Companion has ever published. Among the contributions already engaged are "The Little Demons of War," by Hon. John D. Long: "Opportunities for Young Explorers,' Sir Clements Markham; "The Boy with a Voice," David Bispham; "The Wonders of Somnambulism," Dr. William A. Hammond; "Police Spies in Russia," Poultney Bigelow; and "Where Living is Cheapest," Hon, Carrol D. Wright. Fine illustrated announcement and sample copies will be sent to any one addressing

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION. 211 Columbus Ave., BOSTON, MASS.

WANTED-Reliable men who can put in

either all or a part of their time, to take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL CO.




Cleveland, Ohio.
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PATENTS TO




Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without eharge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year: four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C.




Our

Church

Life.




215 Madison Street,




CHICAGO.




Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of
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the States of




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up

per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.
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NO. 6.




Wisconsin and the World King- hands. Some are in the feet, and some are at the




dom.




The natural, inalienable instructor and inspirer of a church toward benevolent intelligence and enthusiasm is its pastor.

Either he does this, or he cannot, or he will not. If he will and does, he can usually do it to better purpose, on the whole, than any field agent. (Yet he, of all others, is most likely to grant a welcome and timely hearing to the skilled and forceful field agent.) If he cannot, there is small hope that any field agent can appear to advantage, or that it will occur to him that one can. If he will not, there is small hope that he will invite any field agent to address his people on a benevolent subject.
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The pastor's work for and with his people is somewhat like a parent's for and with his children. It is one of the things that cannot be delegated, or resigned to institutionalism. This is true in the item of trained benevolence.




*




Perhaps there ought to be (is there?) in all our theological seminaries, a chair of Christian economics which, among other aims, should teach incipient ministers the historic fields, victories, trials and needs of all our benevolent societies; effective methods of systematic benevolence, and its spiritual benefits; schemes for instructing and inspiring parishes along such lines; and, above all, a keen sense of pastoral responsibility for compassing such ends.




Possibly our conventions, on receiving accessions from other lands and folds, such as are but feebly alive to the above considerations, might inaugurate special post-graduate, or pre-graduate courses, to be pursued under due advisement, in this species of Christian economics, as introductory to licensure or installation.




At any rate the fact wil stand that the missionary pastor largely creates the missionary church.




It is interesting to have come upon an age of accuracy in which it is ultimately ascertained that "beliefs are felt rules for acting" which "control the contraction of muscle." This may be, like some of the "beloved brother Paul's" sayings, "hard to be understood;" but there is room to suspect that some so-called Christian muscles are not contracting just as they ought. Some are in the tongue. Some are in the fingers and the




swallowing point of the throat. Some seem to surround the heart. All this must mean that beliefs are amazingly potential and important, and that a man is responsible for encouraging and harboring such beliefs as shall make his muscles contract to the highest possible purpose,-if he has any responsibility at all.




We often see "liberality" and "traditional faith" set over against each other, nowadays, as if nearly or quite incompatable.

How would it do for a Christian Institution to assert with a fine boldness that she desires and claims a reputation for liberality and open-mindedness of the highest degree, broadest breadth and deepest depth, because she believes such liberality and open-mindedness not merely consist with her traditional faith, but are rooted in it, and are normally, essentially and uniquely its outgrowth; that the liberty with which Christ makes man free-that free thought which is "the right to agree with God"-and that open-mindedness which may come to every man as it came to the disciples when Jesus "opened their minds," are the only liberty and open-mindedness that are entirely honest and complete, simply because God is the radiant center of all truth that is true, and a rev

erent faith in God-traditional or not-with "all the windows of one's soul" "open to the day," is a variety of belief certain to make muscles contract for the world's redemption and for the perfecting of human character-however it may be




accounted for.




We wish everybody in Wisconsin, saloon men and all, might give careful attention to the Tomah Campaign document for a no-license issue in another column. Bp. Ireland's late utterance, which we quote from a recent Advance, goes well beside it: There is now nothing to be done but to wipe it out. completely. We Catholics will unite with our fellow-citizens of all classes and denominations to do away with that terrible shame, sin and disgrace, the saloon. Clean out the whole business of dram-selling."




Paradoxical as it may seem, The Diocese or Fond du Lac for March heads a terrific onslaught upon the evangelical denominations of Christendom "Is Protestantism a Failure?" The affirmative balance falls heavily in its conclusions which are that "Rationalism is displacing Protestantism" and that "a demand for a definite faith and a Godcentered religion are met and satisfied by Catholicism."









EDITORIAL.




Religious Hobbies.




By a hobby is here denoted any theory or notion, for whatever reason expressed or in whatever spirit advocated, which takes a one-sided and partial view of religious truth, or distorts it by misplaced emphasis, or exalts non-essentials into the place of vital doctrines, and then pushes this magnified or perverted vision to the front as demanding special attention and general assent. Such hobbies are not unusually prevalent today; in fact, the church has been growing wiser and more mindful of the central, practical truths of the Gospel from year to year, less disposed to wander in eccentric orbits away from the great solar center of its spiritual firmament. Yet there are many notions current which affect the life and influence of the church somewhat seriously by reason of their false perspective or their untrue assumptions. Such, among others, are the depressing pessimism of certain pre-millinarian views, the unwarranted claims and forced interpretations of divers schools of faith-healing, and the illogical and mutually contradictory vagaries of Christian

science, which are making ill-balanced the religious faith and life of many, and turning not a few from the broader vision and larger usefulness of the simple gospel and from the sympathy and fellowship of the churches.

How shall the church deal with these disturbing schools of thought? Rational argument has small influence with one who has once taken to himself a hobby and has become absorbed in watching its mysterious and fascinating evolutions. Scriptural demonstration is lost upon a false theory of the written Word and false methods of exegesis. Denunciation and ecclesiastical control are inconsistent and also powerless. The cure of religious vagaries must begin with their cause.

The church needs, first of all, well balanced and thoroughly trained leaders, with minds disciplined to the logical habit and stored with such knowledge of the thought and life of the past as will prevent them from being thrown out of gear by contact with every worn-out notion that comes in the guise of new truth. We have in our pulpits, and especially among a class of lay workers, many men who lack this balance and training; who are continually striking out on some tangent of their own and insisting that all the rest of the church is out of its proper orbit, if not altogether apostate. These men of limited range and partial vision are always first to charge those of broader view and more rational thought with unsound. ness and heresy.

The wisest man takes a tremendous responsi bility upon himself when he assumes to interpret God and his truth to other men. Especially in these days of quickened thought and shifting vision does it need something more than zeal and a few months training in some Bible school to make him a wise interpreter. It is time for the Church




to insist on all-around fitness for this important work of Christian leadership; to declare that if any man feels called of God to the work of the Christian Pastor or Evangelist, he shall demonstrate the reality of that call by the willingness to wait and to endure any needful labor and sacrifice in fitting himself with all possible thoroughness for his responsible office.

But intellectual equipment alone is not sufficient either for pastor or people. It cannot be denied that the power of some of these visionary conceptions lies in their claim to represent a deeper religious life and to reveal a clearer vision of God. It is undoubtedly true that in this guise they make a strong appeal to some men and women, both within and without the church, who are restless and dissatisfied, who are hungry for something which, for some reason or other, the church has not afforded them, and to which the current forms of Christian life have not introduced them. Strange as it may seem to a logical mind, Christian science has beyond question given to some minds a rest and self-mastery and religious peace to which their lives had heretofore been strangers.

Doctrines of faith cure, in spite of the charlatanry of some of their prominent exponents, have seemed to some to bring them back into a supposed primitive Christianity and to restore the church to an apostolic faith. It is a despair born of longing for righteousness which has seemed to some to demand an immediate visible coming of the Lord to a church and a world in which he would find no faith.

And yet, to a majority of thoughtful Christians, these theories seem fraught with not a little dangdisorganizing and divisive in tendency; they are ér to the larger progress of the Kingdom. They are certain, in the end, to lead to disappointment, if not to the wreck of faith, and to cast discredit on a true and rational Chrisianity.

To meet these conditions we must have not only trained and sober leadership but the mighty moving of the Spirit of God through all the church. We need, above all, such a vital, personal experience of the present Christ, transforming and uplifting the life and satisfying the heart, as will convence the world that, in the simple daily walk of the Christian with his unseen Lord, all needs are met. We need in every Christian life a renewed consecration and devotion,such a standard of loyalty to the very spirit of the Master as will make His real presence in this His earthly body felt by even the most careless or most critical. The world is not to be redeemed nor its errors corrected by the story of a dead Christ, but by the present power of a living Christ re-incarnate in his Church. Divested of all speculative crudities and human vagaries, the faith of Christ is a very simple matter; its terms are few; its demands are clear; its supreme worth is manifest. It needs only to find true expression in Christian lives to command itself to a hungry and weary world. It is out of the exalting of human notions, the insistance on personal interpretations, that hobbies are born. The practical simplicity and plain common sense









of the gospel, infused with the Master's Spirit of love and service and sacrifice, is the negation and the destruction of all hobbies.
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The call of Christ to his Church today is not back to the age of miracle, nor forward to a day of judgment and destruction, nor into the unknown heavens of misty transcendentalism;but out into the midst of the world's present sins and needs, to grapple with the realities of present day conflicts and to solve the intensely practical problems of the age in which we live. Who that believes in God can doubt that the Church will heed the call. But in the forward movement to victory the soldiers will march shoulder to shoulder, with their feet upon the solid earth and keeping step with the Master. There will be no room in those ranks for any man to exercise his hobby.




S. P. WILDÈR.




A Friendly Suggestion.




Home Missionary Society in their lastd will an testament, who need to be influenced that way by careful presentation of the claims, the duty and privilege of making to themselves friends who shall receive them into everlasting habitations. The general secretary can not give special attention to this part of the work, and least of all can the general missionaries. They can only help indirectly.

These all should work together to the same end, but some one man, with special fitness, should have this part of the work in hand. Is not the suggestion, at least, worth considering? The contributions have not kept pace with the advancing work by a long distance. What can be done to change the order and lift them to a higher standard? AN INTERESTED Observer.




Congregational Club.

The next meeting of the Milwaukee Congregational Club will be held at Wauwatosa, May 9th. Rev. W. E. Barton, D. D., recently called from the Shawmut church, Boston, Mass., to Oak Park, Ill., is to address the club on the subject: "Heroes in Homespun." As Dr. Barton in his early ministry preached some time in the mountain regions of the South, his subject probably has reference to his experiences in those regions. Ministers and members of churches in neighboring towns will doubtless be glad to avail themselves of this opgeneral,portunity to hear Dr. Barton, whose reputation preceded him to the West.




The Home Missionary work of the state is one of common interest and of supreme importance. It calls for faithful study of plans and methods. These will vary some with changed conditions. The methods of twenty-five years ago, or even five years, might not in all respects be the best for present and the future. The difference will chiefly be in the emphasis laid upon a given part of the work. For the past few years, special attention has been given to the evangelistic and missionary side of the work. This has been efficient and successful. The gospel has been carried into waste places and churches gathered in desolute and neglected regions. Great good, in many ways, has come out of these wise and self-sacrificing labors. The field for such is wide. It would be a pity to curtail them much. This certainly should not be done, if adequate means should warrant the outlay and continuance. But is it not a fair question whether stronger emphasis should not be put upon instructing and inciting churches and individuals to larger views and doing in furnishing the needful means? This especially as we enter upon self-support next October. This might require a field secretary, who should give his entire thought and labor in this line, not interfering but co-operating with the general secretary, while his work in the main should be distinctive. He would need to become familiar with the needs and the prospects of the work in the state, and keep in close touch with all the churches and ministers. A sufficient advance in financial returns might be expected to cover the additional expense and continue the efficient evangelistic work.

But if this should not be realized at first, might it not be wise to lessen evangelistic outlay for a while and put fuller stress on securing the needful funds? Such work would have to be educative and continuous, not expecting the largest results at once. There are men and women, not a few, in Wisconsin, who ought to remember the state




"The Old Mission."

BY PROF. A. W. BURR, BELOIT COLLEGE. I feel sure that the eyes of many a weary Christian worker will fall with eager longing upon the pictures of Madeline Island on the first cover page of this number. The rest of it, the breaking off the fretting past, the beginning anew with nature again, will bring the wish, "If only I could go!" And you can if only you will plan for it. Those who have tried it, say there is nothing like the natureship and the fellowship of the "Old Mission" to give strength and hope again. The Mission house, hundreds of acres of forest, the miles of Lake Superior shore have been dedicated to "tired workers for others." If you are one of them, write to "Old Mission," Beloit, Wisconsin, until June 15th, after this date to La Pointe, Mad. eline Island, Ashland County, Wisconsin.
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The Bible School.




ioned Readers, in the secular schools. It is only in the Sunday school that The Book is discarded




Is it evolution or revolution in the Sunday for a random and nondescript selection of isolated school?




The writer is not a pessimist, for he has faith in in the truth and in God, but he seems to see a paralyzing quiescence in the face of manifest needs and dangers. Either there is a spirit of hopelessness fast leading to indifference, concerning Sunday school problems and interests, or these interests are being displaced by other enterprises; and in either alternative a genuine battle-cry would be a needed tonic. Why is it? No discussion of Sunday-school problems at our state conventions; no state Sunday-school committee-not even a tombstone to tell where it died five or six years ago! Almost no response to the request of the editors of this paper that S. S. workers make free use of this column. Is there no need of new ideas, methods, enthusiasm, or are the Spartans all dead?

Statistics are always subject to discount, but "facts are the fingers of God;" which way do they point? The following are facts according to our Year Books: In 1894 (Year Book '95) our Wisconsin schools reported a net gain of 3000 members, or twelve per cent. increase. In 1895 and 1896 there was a gain of (nearly) three and two per cent. respectively. In 1887 a net gain of 79 members, three-tenths of one per cent., but a net loss of 347 members in average attendance. In the whole United States our (Cong'l) report shows a gain of 43000 members, or 6 per cent. in 1894,

and a net loss of 6618 members (4800 in Avg. Attend.) in 1897. Still more significant: With the exception of the year 1864, when the results of the war were apparent everywhere, this is the first time in our recorded history that a loss has been reported. For nearly half a century there o has been a gain of from one to thirty thousand members each year, but now for virtually the first time a loss. One more fact: In 1895 (the last record of such statistics) Wisconsin churches received 1694 members on confession of faith; that year 788 came from the Sunday-schools, and undoubtedly all on confession. If about one-half of our accessions on confession come from the Sun

day-schools, what must be, what is already, the effect on the church of this decline in the work of the schools? The writer is disposed to make some statements to challenge attention and discussion, even at the risk of over emphasis. Will some one disprove the following?

1. The Sunday school is steadily losing ground in numbers and, probably, in practical efficiency. The church must soon follow perforce.

2. The Adult Bible Class is becoming a mererelic of former glory, often an unmourned memory,-except where new methods and lessons are being used.

3. Methods now in vogue, including the usual use of the International Lesson System and its Bible-displacing quarterlies, while a vast improvement on those that preceded, would not be tolerated in any good public school in Wisconsin. Literary classics are now displacing all old fash




"lessons" suitable (?) for all ages.

4. The custom of selecting teachers because of their pious exuberance instead of their ability to interest and instruct, has often made the Sunday school a bugbear to intelligent young people, and to all thinking minds. Surely the teacher must be a Christian, but something more than perfumed piety is a prime requisite.
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5. The attempt to force doctrines down unwilling throats, like so much medicine which every poor sinner must swallow, has not yet ceased to be a highway to failure. Day scholars are now taught to think; become interested in the discovery

and demonstration of truth. What wonder if enthusiasm wanes after repeated doses of even sugar coated doctrinal pills?

The time has come-let us say it reverently but courageously; the time has come when the Sundayschool pupil must be taught to eat and enjoy, instead of being doctored for his "awful sickness" which he does not feel and will not fear. Boys that are tremendously enthusiastic at the very medtion of Dewey and Sampson, that exhibit interest and enthusiasm in the study of all American history as now taught, are wont to ignore or even despise the History Book of the World's Reformation,-the most wonderful and intensly interesting record of heroes and heroism in all human literature; yea, the only authentic biography of the world's Hero, and the record of his great Victory. Is it partly because we have banished that Book from the school room and now use it chiefly as a Doctor Book from which to compound "International" pills for the common ills of all classes and ages? (Grand as is the conception of the International System, its theory is one of salvation, not of education. Chriet did not say "doctor" but "feed my lambs.")

Let us not be unmindful that the purpose of Sunday-school teaching is to educate; to lead out into the unselfish, Christ-centured, truth-mastered LIFE; that its goal is not the mere confession of Him, but a complete Christlikeness, a goal unattainable, but yet the only ideal that can satisfy any true disciple of Jesus. And let us also realize that a basic principle of modern secular education, which is conspicuous by its absence from many a Sunday-school curriculum, is that interest and attractiveness must precede truth mastery. One can bind boards on children's heads, cram facts into benumbed brains, force doctrines of piety upon helpless pupils, but not a single instance of education by that method, was ever put on record.

The editorial of Pres. Harper, in the March Biblical World, notes "The problem of getting pupils to study" and asserts: "Appeal cannot always be made to duty, and but seldom to fear. Interest must be aroused by giving pupils definite problems appealing to their ambition, stimulating their enthusiasm, etc." This is what we have tried to enforce above; the whole editorial is worthy of careful reading. Was not the Puritan enforcement of Sunday vitiated and overborne by the calamity of "being good" which was inflicted on the children? Some fear an "irrevent" use of the Bible, but what can be more irreverent or criminal than that use of the Bible which makes it uninteresting and unattractive, if not actually nauseating, to young people? What is it Jesus would have us do? "Feed my lambs."




C. A. OSBORne.
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*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1898.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

The publication office has been changed to Menasha, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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If anybody who reads Brother Osborn's article. on Sunday schools in this number, thinks he has on his fighting gloves, please consider that the message comes from a sincere heart with a real burden; one some of the rest of us ought to be considering. Brother Osborne speaks for himself but we believe he speaks with a deal of sound sense and warranted earnestness of conviction.




The state papers have been so sensationally burdened, of late, with proceedings brought against one of our pastors, in the suit of Mrs. Anna Elizabeth Matthews Richardson for a divorce, that it seems fair to state the fact that the church in Ripon, lately served for many years by the defendant, has seen fit to send to the church in Racine, his present charge, a voluntary and cordial minute, testifying to their continued confidence in the selfcontrolled, kind and manly spirit, and the high personal integrity of Mr. Richardson. This paper was very numerously signed by his former parish and acquaintances, including the entire official list and present pastor of the Ripon church, and the Faculty of Ripon college, with marked and vigorous unanimity of sentiment.




It is pleasant to see the wanderers coming back to Wisconsin after experiments in other fields. We shall be glad to welcome thus, Brother L. H. Kellar, formerly of Edgarton, who comes back from Minnesota to the Pilgrim church in Milwaukee; also Brother F. T. Rouse, formerly of West Superior, who is recalled from Plantsville, Conn., to the important work left pastorless by Dr. John Faville's departure, at Appleton.




We notice with admiration the wise and frugal method of our worthy cotemperary, the Motor, in using old exchanges for wrappers. Thus bread cast upon the waters returns after many days and brings positive assurance that at least one of our exchange copies duly reaches its destination and proves to be of some use in the economy of the universe.

From inquiries and complains over the non-appearance of church news from certain points, we are glad to infer that Our Church Life is widely read, and that such omissions are sorrowfully




noted.




We are led also to call attention anew to the repeated requests published in the paper and emphasized in conventions and elsewhere, urging pastors or others to see that every church has a satisfactory and duly accredited reporter who will get the facts to the church-note editor-Mr. S. T. Kidder, Ripon-as often as once a quarter, and oftener when matters of special interest occur, sending them invariably before the 30th of each month. Our Church Life is in direct and constant connection through the U. S. P. O. facilities, with all parts of the state, and the entire editorial force combined has no patent method of absorbing news and we have no traveling agents for this purpose.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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DEAR CONGREGATIONAL WOMEN OF WISCONSIN:Surely we have the missionary idea; the important feature of which is knowledge. But have we the missionary motive, the important feature of which is power?

The missionary motive is the highest of all motives; for Christ is the Superintendent of the power-house that contains the prime motor, love, that generates the power to move. It is impossible to have this motive without supreme and constant love for the Master. When, for any reason, the current of this love is disconnected, when there is motor disturbance, then our missionary motive gives out the same as the movenient of the electric car ceases, when the current is off.

What is the matter with us that we are not rallying in our gifts to the world's Christ,-to world-wide missions? Is the current off? This year of all years, epochal as the closing year of a missionary century,--epochal as bringing the islands of the sea under our protection, nolens, volens,--epochal as bringing the Woman's Board of the Interior to Wisconsin in its annual convention-demands our missionary loyalty, our missionary patriotism. If the current is off, if there is disturbance along the lines, it is our privilege to re-connect. The Master speaks. Listen! "Lovest thou me more than these?"-these things, these clubs, these people? The progress of our State Branch is simply a matter of faithfulness in individual duty and individual privilege.

"Where there is a will there is a way" is as true as it is old. Have you the will to give two dollars this year instead of the onedollar last year? Have you the will to give four dollars instead of two, ten dollars instead of five, twenty dollars instead of ten? In other words, will the love of Christ constrain you to double your offering this year? It will me. Your hopeful friend and co-worker, KATE KINGSLEY IDE.




MRS. A. T. STACY, Treasurer.




EXECUTIVE RALLY,




Owing to the condition of the Treasury of the W. B. M. I. the Executive officers felt it would be well to call a meeting of the Branch officers to consult as to the best means of relieving it. The meeting was held at the rooms in Chicago, March 15 and 16. Every Branch was represented, from Ohio to Montana, and from Minnesota to Kansas. This is the first time in the history of the Foard that this has occurred.

The questions taken up for discussion were, Organization, Apportionment, Young People's and Children's Work, Expense Fund, etc. At the last session came the most vital of all, the condition of the Treasury. At the close of the year 1897 there was a debt of about $5,000. In 1898 this increased to about $10,000. The receipts of the Board have decreased from $78,000, in 1895, to $63,000, in 1898, and the needs of the work have increased,-anything that has life must grow.

It was voted, at the Annual meeting in Kansas City, to ask the churches for $80,000. If this could be obtained, it would cancel the debt and provide for the work on the present basis. All Auxiliaries were asked to increase their contributions twenty-five per cent, to be paid quarterly. Instead of the increase hoped for, there was a decrease of $700. The question comes right home to us as a Branch, Auxiliaries and individu- als, are willing for our work to be cut down? Many of our missionaries are going out from over work, owing to the fact that no one can be sent out to relieve them. That seems hard i

when there are many ready and waiting to go. Unless help. comes soon, some of our schools must be closed,- Marash and. Kobe Colleges, Hadjin Home and others. We are confident, . could you all have sat with us in that upper room, you would: have said. "This must not be."

The $6,500 asked of the Wisconsin Branch is what we are· responsible for. Will not each Auxiliary hold an, Urgency Meeting, as has been suggested by the letter and program sent to you all? May there be earnest, united prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that each of us may see the work as Christ sees it, and our relation to it. Read Matt 28; : 19, 20. "If ye love me, keep my commandments. L. E. W.
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The pastor of the church at Lake Geneva, after using the missionary stereopticon views mentioned in the February Church Life, writes as follows:

"We used the views at our Missionary meeting on Sunday evening, and a very large congregation testified its interest, non only by attendance and contributation, but by subseqent expression of approval. One can reach the ear and eye and heart of the people. Our collection was just about double that secured by one of our Missionary Secretaries in a morning service here last year."

Any church or Missionary society can have the use of these views without cost.




[image: [ocr errors]]







Books and Reviews.




Called to the Front.

BY WILLIS BOYD ALLEN.




This sequel to "A Son of Liberty" carries on the story of that book in the same careful and accurate, but apparently unlabored way in which the hero's experiences before the breaking out of the war were there described. The boy who helped the Sons of Liberty so much here appears living at home, though called upon to go now to Cambridge to carry a message to his father in the American army and now to Falmouth, as Portland was then called, to protect and help a friend of his mother through the destruction of that city. The book does not lack in thrilling incidents, but it is in no way unhealthily sensational. pp. 260. $1.25. The Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago.




Pamphlets.




Spiritual life in its fullness, by Rev. Herbert W. Lathe, Pastor of the First Congregational church of Pasadena, Cal. (free copies may be obtained of the author.) This very brief but suggestive booklet, by one of our leading pastors on the Pacific slope, is another attempt to illuminate and commend higher Christian living and experiencing, along the steps, emphasized in what is known as the "Keswick movement," yet which is but a reproduction of the deep and spirit possessed life of the Apostolic age. Its chapter heads, "New Experiences," "New Possessions" and "New Porrers." It will be found most helpful.

Relation of Motives to Freedom, by Edward H. Merrell, D. D., S. S. D., Professor of mental and moral philosophy, Ripon college, reprinted from the Transactions of the Wisconsin. Academy of Sciences. This paper is of marked beauty, clear. ness and conclusiveness. Free Choice and Motives are each carefully defined, and their relation to each other is explained and summarized. One sentence will show his conclusion. "The ethical quality of the choice is determined by the question whether the subjective motive, that is the value in the end itself, is freely accepted or refused."

Catalogue of Andover Theological Seminary, '98-'99, showing a faculty and aids to the number of fourteen, and thirty-nine students, fourteen of whom are in the Senior class, and three resident licentiates.

Announcements of the Wisconsin Summer School of Library Science, at the University, July 3-August 25, 1899. The entire training and equipment of librarians will be covered. Address Secy. F. A. Hutchens, Madison.




New Visitors.




We are glad to see upon our table The New Era, published by the students of Endeavor Academy, in good form, and indicating the rising prosperity both of the Academy and the town. Recent sermons and a lecture-noted elsewhere-by Pres. R. C. Flagg, of Ripon college, are highly commended.

The renewed visits of the Wisconsin Journal of Education give us pleasure as well.

We are also glad to receive each of the three enterprising weekly journals published in Ripon, The Semi-Weekly News, The Ripon Commonwealth, and The Advance Press.

Also the Beloit Round Table, after months of absence.




Current Exchanges.

THE LIVING AGE.




Living Age Publishing Co., Boston.-The article on The Resurrection, which The Living Age for March 18 reprints from the Contemporary Review is a thoughtful and noble study of the evolution of religion, which is peculiarly appropriate to the closing days of Lent.

St. George Mivart's discussions of The New Psychology, which is the leading article in The Living Age for March 25, aims to show that there really is nothing in the new psychology which is newer than Aristotle, and that nothing in it precludes the conception of immortality.




THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL




Curtis Publishing Co., Phila., Penn.-The policy of The Ladies' Home Journal, in its religious department, seems to be always to engage the pen of the man most immediately prominent in the eyes of the religious world, and now it will have that of Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, the new pastor of Plymouth church, in Brooklyn. Doctor Hillis has given the journal a series of articles upon which he had been working for over a year previous to his Easter call, and the first of these articles will be published in the next issue of the magazine. The series is all connected in thought, and presents the general subject of "The Secrets of a Happy Life."




Ian Maclaren, who is now on a lecturing tour in this country begins in an early issue of The Ladies' Home Journal his latest piece of literary work. It is a series of popular articles in which he defines the relation that a minister holds to his concongregation, how a preacher is helped by his people; how a congregation can make the most of a minister, and other phases of the most satisfactory attitude of a congregation to a pastor.




CURRENT HISTORY.




Fourth Quarter, 1898, New England Pub. Co., Boston,-As usual, this volume is packed with the facts and histories of the present, in finely expressed and condensed terms and in order instantly available for reference. It is wonderful how so much can be put into so little space and made so reachable in price to the frugal. This later number, has as its leading sketch, with fine portrait, Leo XIII. Its"Leading General Topics are, The War with Spain, and Peace Treaty; November Elections and Results; The Hawaiian Problem; Anglo-American High Commissions; Arglo-French Crisis; Far Eastern Situation and Chinese Railway; The Currency Question; Pres. McKinley's Message; Youkon Gold-fields and First Railway in Alaska.

Among International affairs are discussed Behring Sea and The Partition of Africa.

American affairs are fully presented, including the Pillager Out-break and Trans Isthmian Canals.

Similar attention is thoughtfully given to affairs in Europe, Asia and Africa.

Science, Religion and Miscellany also come in for their share of demonstration.




The March Biblical World has a bright editorial on the Problem of getting Sunday-school pupils to study. Other topics by representative writers are The Social Life of the Hebrews from Josiah to Ezra. The Nature of Bible Leprosy, Home Preparation for the Foreign Missionary, etc, etc.-Chicago University Press.




Other Exchanges.




Northwestern Congregationalist, Neb. Cong'l. News, Wis. Christian Advocate, The Commons, The Kodak, Public Libraries, American Messenger, Lake Breeze, Clayworker, College Days, Round Table, Northwestern Mail, Helping Hand, Cut Gems, Church Economist, Pilgrim.




Obituary.




Mrs. Rebecca L. Wesson, a member of the North Side Congregational Church in Milwaukee, died March 24th, lacking only one month of being ninety-two years of age. She was born April 20, 1807, at Sturbridge, Mass. With her husband she came west in 1835 and settled for a time at Rockford, Ill., but in 1840 removed to Wauwatosa, Wis. Mr. and Mrs. Wesson were among the earliest settlers of Wauwatosa and were connected with the Congregational church, in which Mr. Wesson served as deacon many years. Since the death of her husband twenty-three years ago, Mrs. Wesson has made her home with her son in Milwaukee. She united with the North side church soon after its organization, and although not able to attend services often, and not at all the last three or four years, she has felt a lively interest in its prosperity. With advancing years her mind remained clear and active, and her Ceristian faith made the las、 months a period of patient waiting for the coming of Him whom she trusted. In her the world has had an example of earnest Christian living, and the fulfilment of God's promises to the faithful.




Children's Day.




Sunday June 11th is Children's Day! This is the time for every Sunday School in Wisconsin to remember your Sunday School Missionary Work, by making your annual Missionary offering to the S. S. society. Plan early for the day! Begin now!

Exercises, for this day, including, music, recitations, and collection envelopes, are furnished free to every school or church, that will forward the offering gathered on Children's Day, or when the exercises are used, to our Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society.

If for any reason you have failed to receive samples of our exercises, if you desire them, and will let me know, I will send you another at once.

This year we aim to raise $3,000 in our state for Sunday School Missionary Work in Wisconsin.




GEO. C. HAUN, Supt. for Wis. Midison, Wis.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

      REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C.. A. WIGHT. 





Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFris. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                            J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J.LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
   REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D,, REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV. F. S. WHEEler. 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wsconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address care of Superintendent. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.




Financial Statement for March.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.




Ashland, $55.72; Black Earth, $21; Brandon, $29.27; Boscobel, $24.60; Brillion. $2.14; Clintonville, $33.77; Delavan, $15.70; Easton, $2.14; Elroy, $12.24; Embarrass, $11.21; Fond du Lac, $42.45; Fox Lake, $25; Genessee, $14.16; Hayward, $82.93; Ithaca, $19.35; Kewaunee, $5.00; Lone Rock, $3.15; Maine, $1; Medford, $12; Mii. Plymouth Aux., $50; Neptune, $4 56; New Chester, $7.76; Oshkosh Plymouth, $27.86; Platteville, $56.33; Pleasant Valley, $5.50; Racine, $34.66; Ripon, $75 48; Sparta, $122.85: Stockbridge, $2,50; Springvale, $43.30; Springvale L. Aux., $10; Waupun, $14 61; West Superior-Pilgrim L. M. S., $8.15; White Creek, $2.43; Whitewater, $10.19; Wyalusing L. M. S., $3. Total...........$ 922.01




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Mr. E. Canfield, Sparta, $25; Rev. L. W. Winslow, Hayward, $9.50; Rev. T. Z. Evans, Berlin, $5; Mary R. Matter, Brodhead, $5; Russell J. C. Strong, Beloit, $2.50.




Total.......
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47.00




55.77




47.81 $ 180.94 $1253.53 .$ 494.58 .$1030.56 $ 442.60 $ 507.23 $ 729.06 .$4457.56
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scattered flock and to cheer them up in their loneliness. A few very pleasant Sundays were spent with them in connection with work in other fields resulting in a fresh start, and much added hope for the future. Here a very appreciative and kindly people, in a field that is hampered by poverty and distance from railroads, are waiting for the coming of a man of God to break to them the Bread of Life. This is one of the many rural fields, that without pastor, keeps up regular services, and looks to the sisterhood of churches for help through the Home Missionary Society in supporting a pastor, when once secured. Easton, five miles east of White Creek, was one of Bro. Marden's out-stations. Here a few meetings were held, resulting in the organization of a church of fifteen members. Among them were two young men who are teachers in schools in the neighborhood. This new church keeps up Sunday school, Y. P. S. C. E., and laymen read sermons on Sundays, and they, with White Creek (and other neighboring points) are anxiously looking for a pastor. Both these churches are enthusiastic, hopeful, intelligent,-poor. That is, they are poor in money, but rich in faith, young people and opportunity. Who will go to this people?

Seymour and Maine were also visited. Here is a field of more than common need and opportunity for service. These two points yoked together furnish a chance for one gifted as a builder up of churches, to very soon have a self-supporting field. Seymour is a busy, bustling city which claims to have more business in it than some cities three times the size, with good parsonage and church edifice and a bright lot of young people. Maine is a country field lying a few miles to the west; there is a good church building, and several hundreds of people tributary to that church and looking to its pastor for pastoral service. There is a point lying between the two, which has for years been waiting for someone to go to them to hold services. A church of several members can doubtless soon be gathered there if-? "The hai vest truly is great, but the laborers are few."

Hazel Green, with its outstation, Buncombe, is another field affording great opportunities for the right man. This church, only a year old, is situated in Grant Co. in th: southwest corner of our state, in the heart of the lead mining region. The church was formerly a Primitive Methodist church, and was ministered to by such men as Pastors Bond, Breeze and Challinor, who have become successful Congregational pastors. It is not strange that that field should naturally turn to Congregationalism. A majority of its members are of Cornish blood. A three weeks period of service in this field showed your Missionary what excellent Congregationalists such material makes, and made him very anxious to have a good pastor soon comfortably housed in the parsonage. Your missionary on this trip also organized a S. S. in Buncombe, Bro. Haun generously granting supplies. This is a mining village, and there is no other religious service in the community. It will be supplied with preaching regularly from Hazel Green, three miles away.

Let the ministers who are ambitious to work hard for small pay in money, but rich returns in suffering hardness for Christ, with good reason to expect large growth, write to Sec. Carter about it. They are fine fields as regards opportunity for ser




vice.




Let the churches which believe all such places should have the Gospel send the Home Missionary Treasury its generous and speedy offering.




Ministerial Movements.

Davidson, Rev. W. E. of Delavan, withdraws reported ac-. ceptance of call to Watertown and is ready for service else where.

Frizzell, Rev. John W., Ph. D., called, after a year of service, to the permanent pastorate at Eau Claire, and not for "another year" as reported.

Kellar, Rev. Lewis H. from Lyndale Ave. church, Minneapolis, accepts call to Pilgrim church, Milwaukee.

Rouse, Rev. Frederic T. accepts call from Plantsville, Conn,, to Appleton.

Shepard, Rev. Robert G., accepts call to Arena First, having begun work March 1.

Titmarsh, Rev. Robert, of Dodgeville, withdraws resignation.









Personal.




We notice with interest the installation of Wauwatosa's late pastor, Rev. Henry Holmes, over the Lowry Hill church of Minneapolis.

Rev. Thos. C. Hunt, who, since his pastoral work at Eau Claire has been taking special studies, is now settled at Greeley, Colorado, Mrs. Hunt is a sister of Rev. Chas. D. Merrill, of our Wisconsin Children's Home Society.

The State Oratorical Contest, held in Ripon last month, was of a high order. The first three places were awarded, in order, to Mr. Lyman, of Beloit, Mr. Logan, of Lawrence, and Mr. Rowlands, of Ripon. The Beloit contestants, and we believe some others, were sons of ministers, Mr. Rowell, who has furnished our late series of articles on Wisconsin Home Missions, being one.

The Ripot: College Conservatory music work is held up to a high and progressive standard by Prof. Lane, and his recitals and concert course are highly appreciated. A recent recital embodied the lives and productions of Palestrina and Grieg, finely illustrated by lecture and piano by Mrs. E. H. Merrell, of Ripon.

Prin. R. L. Cheney, of Endeavor Academy, lectured at Coloma Corners, Mar. 18, on his summer trip through England and Scotland illustrating with lantern views.

Pres. R. C. Flagg, D. D. of Ripon College lately gave, at Endeavor, his new lecture on "The Lad o' Pairts," showing that he thoroughly understands boys. He also preached strong sermons in Mr. Cheney's pulpit, Sunday, on Large Living and Pressing toward the Mark.-So says The New Era..

Mr. John Hollister a graduate of Williams College is welcomed to Beloit as a new base ball coach.-The Home Concert of the Glee and Mandolin clubs of the College was doubled by encores and extremely good.-A mass meeting of students has devised to stop the practice of "cribbing" through a Judicial Committee.-Reloit Round Table.

Rev. Chas. L. Morgan, the author of the story of the New Testament now running in the Advance, entitled "The Rich Young Ruler," was a Beloit graduate in 1871.

Rev. R. L. Cheney, after six months' service, is unanimously recalled to the Endeavor pastorate.

Rev. Geo. C. Haun has been touring and working away up in the "copper country" of northern Michigan. A recent correspondent, speaking of this region, says: "I was greatly surprised and pleased to find the strong Christian sentiment there is in the mining districts. ** In the villages of Calumet, Red Jacket and Laurium, which are practically one, there is a population of 22,000, and there are 22 churches, all well supported, and, best of all, I am told they are unusually well attended.

Father Haughton of Viroqua sends us some of his inspiring poetry this month and writes "I am a busy man. Our library gives out a monthly average of a thousand volumns. What I prize most is that I come into touch with so many here, especially the children, and they are all my friends. I miss my 'wooded walks,' but the sweet spring sunshine will soon come in at my windows here and I can dream of the wood. I hope there will be an Arcady in Heaven."




##




A considerable account is found in the last Advance, of an ex-parte-council, at Evanston, Ill., in which Rev. Allen A. Keene, (formerly of Depere) and the church he has been serving are involved.




A Convention Endorsement.

MILWAUKEE, Wis., March 25, 1899. DEAR BROTHER: Our convention very heartily endorsed the work of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association, and also the work of its efficient Secretary, Rev. J. B. Davison. It also recommended that each church take a collection for this cause. The week of prayer for Sabbath observance seems an· appropriate time for such a collection.

Let the sincerity of your prayer for the preservation of the Sabbath, whose existence is being threatened in this state, be shown by making a gift in support of this approved agency for its preservation.

It is hoped that each pastor to whom this notice comes will not fail to secure something in aid of this most important cause. Send your collection to G. W. Graaskamp, National Exchange Bank, Milwaukee, Wis. We must increase the number of our contributions if our great work is to be sustained. H. A. MINER, Registrar, Wis. Cong'l. Convention. S. S. MATHEWS,

Ex. Com. Sunday Rest Day Ass'n.




J. O. MYERS,




Chm. Sabbath Committee Wis. Congregational Convention.
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Would God thy soul so innocent, 
  The life so blameless now; 
The winsome light with laughter blent 
  Upon thy baby brow 


Would ever-evermore remain 
  Unmarred by guile, undimmed by pain. 
Why shouldst thou leave thy paradise, 
  Sweet child, in coming years, 
And walk beneath the leaden skies 
  The lonely path of tears? 
Or bear within a troubled breast 
  The secret of a sad unrest? 


Dear babe, whatever change may be,— 
  Whate'er the morrow brings, 
May Love divine o'ershadow thee 
  With healing in its wings- 
And should thy tender footsteps stray, 
 May Jesus meet thee on the way. 


We, too, our Eden aisles have trod- 
  It seems so long ago 


We gathered from the heart of God

What only babes may know.

Ah me! how much we've lost, since then,

No weeping may bring back again!




་
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Educational.




The Relation of Philosophy to Religious Culture.

(Abstract of an Address by. Prof. G. A. Tawney, Ph. D., of Beloit College in the series "Why a Christian College?" being delivered at the First Church of Beloit.)

Philosophy once included all knowledge and all wisdom, but today it is the science of the results of the other sciences. It goes beyond any and all other sciences in that it takes up the highest truths of each and seeks to weave them into a connected view of life as a whole. Botany, e.g., discovers certain things with regard to a plant: chemistry discloses certain other things: physics and astronomy still others: and thus each one of the special sciences has its word with reference to the plant. No one of them, however, takes up the question what after all the plant, as a plant, is. That question philosophy, in the light of all that the other sciences have discovered, seeks to answer. This being the business of philosophy, perhaps the best definition to be given of it is simply, a more strenuous effort than usual to think clearly about real things.

But what is the use of clear thinking in a world like ours where action, not thought, is the chief thing demanded of us? Simply this, strong, consistent, life-conserving action is impossible without clear thinking. Thought is the necessary preparation for action, and that thinking is best which leads to the best acting. Before thought finally gets carried out in action, however, a man first enters into what is called a state of belief, Beliefs are felt rules for acting-they control the contraction of muscle. Religion is primarily a matter of beliefs which lead to action. It makes a great difference in the con. duct of a man whether he believes, that no man is able to lay any other foundation than that is la d which is Jesus Christ. Suppose the man is at the head of the great college or university-it will make an immense difference in the administration of that college. Suppose the man is the law-maker or the lawexecutor or supreme judge of a great nation-it will make a great difference in the observance of the Sabbath, in the worship of God, and in the actual contents of the law and its administration all over the country.

Clear thinking leads to right believing and right acting, and there is no one of the beliefs (ssential to Christian conduct which does not need to be constantly defended and asserted by the clear thought of the Christian colleges and universities of the land. It is true that the majority of us do not get our beliefs from our thinking: we get them as suggestions from our parents in the home, from the church, the school and from our friendships. For the most of us all the time, and for all of us most of the time, it is well that we do so, for we do not all have the opportunity, the ability or the lofty disinterestedness to investigate wisely for ourselves. But college students do have, or ought to have, the time and the opportunity; and it is necessary that some one investigate, for some one must give the suggestions and set the copies which the rest of us receive and imitate.

In the history of learning, it was religion, and by religion I mea Christianity, which gave rise to the university in its American form. This is just what we should expect when we come to think of what religion is. Religion in one of its aspects is a theory of life, of the world; one cannot believe in the creation of the world, the incarnation, the atonement, and in moral accountability, without forming a very considerable conception of the world as a whole, Is that conception true or is it false? Are we not forced to examine the world in order to answer intelligently? Moreover, faith that the world is the result of the thought of a mind like our own, and that it is consequently a system of thought relations, is the logical presupposition and the motive for all science. Our scientific methods assume it; our endeavor to understand the world assumes it: intellectual aspiration of every sort would die, if this essentially religious faith were to die out of the hearts of men, Christian colleges usually regard this fact so important that they assume the existence of God, in so many words, as the basis of all their teaching. They stand ready to give a reason for the faith that is in them, but they are careful from the start not to present truths in such a way as to undermine that faith in anyone. Beloit college e. g. is definitely and irrevocably committed to a theistic philosophy, and she neither claims nor desires any reputation for liberality and openmindedness which is not consistent with her traditional faith. Such institutions require two or three or, it may be, four years of Bible study, together with the evidences of Christianity, and make these courses equal to any others in point of scientific thoroughness. Beside this, they offer to students every opportunity to become familiar with the historical and metaphysical foundations of religion. The present writer feels such studies to be of the utmost importance. There is no science so imperative in its claim upon our best thought, so comprehensive in its scope, or so closely connected with that which lies nearest to the heart and hope of man, as the philosophy of religion.




The department of philosophy is expected by every one to contribute, along with other departments of the college, to the sum of human knowledge; and for this there is abundant opportunity, while psychology is in its infancy, sociology is struggling to get itself born, and the law of evolution is forcing upon philosophy a new setting for every one of her problems. The department has another duty, however, viz. that of contributing something directly and constantly to the formation of a sound public opinion upon questions of religion, morality, politics and education. College teachers should always be ready to turn from the class-room to the popular assembly, and from the lecture to the newspaper, and speak in a language which men will recognize as their own, words which they will receive as the councils of their better selves. The third duty of the department is to teach, and this is after all first in importance. Beloit's best work is represented in her 499 living graduates. These are her credentials. A college does much for the world if she leads young men and young women so to appreciate whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, and whatsoever things are of good report, that they will think on these things. Finally, it is inevitable that the college affect popular views as to religion, politics, the home, and the school; and this is undoubtedly as it should be. This, we may say, is the business of the Christian college. It is not learning, but the spirit of service, that must give to the Christian college a place in the hearts and annals of a great people. Moreover, the colleges and universities have in the past not unfrequently been centres of important religious movements. Wickliff in Oxford and Huss in Prague were only pioneers in such work. Sagacious men say that we are now drifting toward a period of religious awakening, a period of constructive religious thought, when people will seek to build anew the intellectual temple of religious faith. If so, the future has heavy burdens for the Christian colleges to carry, just as the past has always had. Our colleges need to keep in close touch with the thought and feeling of the world, both the world of business, the world of religion, and the world of domestic life. There should be no weak sentimentalism here, no monastic atmosphere, illumined by the tinted lights of artificial lamps. The college should be the home of hard-headed, clear-thinking men. Let the air be "pure with the breath of faith, every eye within it bright with the clear light of day and quick to look toward heaven for the confirmation of its hope."




Our Sunday School Missionary Work.

Feb 28th closed the 67th year of the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society. The annual report will soon be issued, and cheerfully furnished to all who may desire a copy.

The past year has been a fruitful one for our work in Wisconsin. 29 new schools have been organized in our state. This is three less than a year ago. More time has been given to sustaining and strengthening of schools previously organized'

Five new Congregational churches have been organized from the seed-sowing of of our Bible schools. In no case does any church receive any additional Home Missionary money. The schools are all located so as to be a help to our churches. Rev. John Willan, our joint missionary, with the Home Missionary Society, has been preaching and teaching the gospel through the central part of the state, during the entire year. He has preached in 54 different school houses, and has traveled chiefly in Clark, Chip ewa, Taylor. Jackson and Wood counties. In all his travels, he uses his own team, frequently driving 250 to 300 miles in a single trip before returning home. Thus the Gospel is carried, not to the over-churched towns and cities, but throughout the spiritual waste-places of our own land.

In the town of F. was found a lady who 13 years ago started a school in her own home. She has been sustaining this school all these years, alone. During all this time only sermon has ever been preached in this community, and that was over ten years ago. We are now aiding in the support of this field. Have also supplied services.

During the cold wave of last month new work was going forward in Oconto Co. This county is still missionary ground. We have only one Congregational minister in the entire county. Pastor Andrewson drives 74 miles every two weeks to cover his 7 preacaing stations, where we are sustaining 6 Sunday schools.

Feb 9th when it was 24 below zero, in the evening, we were gathering for the organization of a new school in the town of B. A number walked 6 miles, (both ways) to attend the meeting. Owing to the extreme cold weather, and that great distance many are obliged to travel, to reach the school house, we organized a Home Department, with 30 members, for the winter. In the spring, it is expected the work will be carried on in the school house. Thus the Word is being studied in the waste places, touching homes and hearts, otherwise with no opportunities whatever for Christian work.









March 12th the first religous service ever held in the town of Suring was conducted by the Sunday School Society's Missionary, and Bro. Audewson. The only place in which we could hold the meeting was to rent the town dance hall. We paid $1 for the hall on Sunday afternoon. Fully one hundred gathered at this service. After preaching, the question of a permanent organization for worship and Bible study was discussed. Majority voted in favor of organization at once. 35 members were thus organized into a Bible School, the S. S. society furnishing, as usual, all needed supplies and books.

The R. R. Agent was elected secretary. He very kindly corresponded with the Division Supt., and secured permission to hence-forth use the R. R. depot building for future services we may desire to hold.

The progress and success of our S. S. Missionary Work in Wisconsin depends largely upon the co-operation and support received from our churches and schools.




Greeting




Of the Press committee of the Christian Endeavor Convention at Detroit. Never was there brighter promise of great things for the Endeavor hosts. Never were inducements so alluring for attendance upon a Christian Endeavor convention. And never has a city felt a gladder thrill over certainty of blessings to come.

An Endeavorer from Philadelphia won Detroit's confidence when he said "We of the Quaker City are not coming to Detroit as if to a great religious picnic; we are coming to be spiritually helped." Detroit has numberless visitors who come and o leaving only empty sacks and peanut shucks on her beautiful lawns and avenues. But she has an especial welcome for those who in their passing leave a rarefied atmosphere and inspirations for better things.

The Program Committee is not telling all it knows about the good things that will fill the five convention days. They promise, however, a continued feast that will educate, edify and enthuse the thousands that will partake. There will be the best music-real, solid, soul-stirring music; there will be sermons from the greatest men in the country; lectures on educational themes, along the line of sociological questions, etc.; there will be rallies by States and denominations; schools of methods, wherein you will out the best way to do things; and, the best of all, the Bible studies and the Daily “Quiet Hour" that are to Endeavorers very amounts of transfigura. tion.

Picturesque pretty and peaceful is the Detroit River. Its waters never rise nor fall; it is never stormy nor dangerous. Beautiful spots, resorts and pleasure retreats are found everywhere, and the convention visitors find great enjoyment amid the restful breezes of this most wonderful river.

World-famous is our beautiful Belle Isle, a natural island comprising seven hundred acres lying in the Detroit River two miles and a half from the City Hall. The Island is, indeed, the resplendent jewel in the crown of Detroit. The Park is reached in thirty minutes by boat or by way of the bridge.

The Convention City has many more play-grounds of which it boasts-the Water Works Park, Log Cabin Park, and twenty-seven smaller parks, each with its own peculiar attractiveness. Then up and down the river, reached by an electric line or ferry boat, are more resorts-the St. Clair Flats, America's "Little Venice"; Grosse Isle and Grosse Pointe, the summer home of Detroit's wealthy citizens; Orchard Lake, Put-in-Bay, and scores of others.

One of the strongest points of beautiful Detroit is her climate-always pleasant, healthful and enjoyable. Gentle breezes passing from lake to lake loiter at her door, Convention visitors from all parts of the world, who have sweltered or shivered at annual gatherings elsewhere, go home with a delightful memory of the weather at Detroit. The days of July 5th to 11th for the past eight years have been agreeable in their effects on the mercury. The highest temperature was 86, the lowest 592, with a mean temperature of 73. Only four rainy days are recorded in the annals of those six days in all the eight years.

Crimson and white are the colors in which Detroit will array herself for the great Convention. The homes of the City will be opened wide, and cordiality, warm aud sincerc, will find expression in every face and voice and act.

You will have a one-fare railroad rate aud the entertainment cost will be reasonable. You can come by water from almost any place, and by rail from every place. You can visit the famous northeru Michigan resorts after the Convention.

You need the physical invigoration of a trip to Detroit, and the mental and spiritual inspiration that comes from contact with the wholesome life of the Endeavor hosts. But most of all, we want you.




Cordially yours,

DETROIT '99 PRESS COMMITtee.




Missions and Benevolence,




The Macedonian Way.




2 COR. 8: 1-5.




This kind of giving is thrice blessed. "It blesseth him who gives and him who takes" and it blesses the secretary of the relief fund to whom it never fails to be a joyful surprise. It flushes his face with smiles and revives his faith in Christian manhood.

Those Macedonian staters had so much of celestial value in them as they came from the hands of the church members at Philippi and Thessalonica, that they would have passed at par in heaven after the drossy gold was worn off or melted




away.




Let us examine the features of this Macedonian way of making a contribution, and then let us make it the Wisconsin way.

1. It was a vital method-Many gifts and contributions are st ll-born and leave no epitaph. The Macedonian offerings came from the same deep source as their hope of heaven. Christ in the heart was the root of both the hope and the gift.. It bore His image and superscription." It was one of His ways of enriching while it seemed to impoverish them. He took their motley handful of coins and with it He rang Himself into their life in greater fullness and joy. It was a deepening of Christian experience. It may be that their loaf had to be of lighter weight for a season, but there was a positive gain in the deeper acquaintance with Christ, the quickened sense of human brotherhood and the luxury of relieving human suffering.

2. Their giving was free. Their gift was neither begged out of them nor levied; nor given thoughtlessly, nor at the dictation of fashion, nor was it thawed out of them by cunning speech. Their hearts prompted it. Their conscience/sanctioned it, and their will brought it to pass. They vindicated it when challenged and sent it, undiminished, to its destination, a freeborn gift of love.

3. It was thorough giving. All did something and each one did up to the limit of his ability. It was "lending to the Lord." It was therefore preferred stock and all wanted a share. They exceeded Paul's expectations. They shook every tree. They did not disdain to accept the value of a fig if that was the measure of one's ability.

Their giving did not stop till, in deeper consecration, they gave themselves to Christ first of all and then to Paul as the representative of Christ's poor. According to the standard of Christ, they gave much, but they realized more. Never before had they felt so rich.

4. It was heroic giving. It required nerve to carry it through. The call for help "came to search their manhood" and found it rich in Christ-like qualities. The ax was placed beside the block ready for penurious right hands. The old Macedonian fortitude baptized into Christ lifted their common life to the table lands of heroic living. And cannot Wisconsin manhood and womanhood, be baptized with the same baptism, produce a still nobler record in long-sustained, thoroughgoing, and well-planned efforts to supply the spiritual destitution of their beloved state and of those neglected races on whom no morning of Christian hope has dawned? Now, as then, to do anything up to the pitch of Christ, requires the heroic Spirit. Have we the key-note as Christ gives it?




And




5. It was gracious giving. There is a toil that gains with what it yields." There is an ability to give, which grows as grace increases. The Macedonian poverty, so general and so barren hitherto, was made more fruitful than affluence, by the grace of the Lord Jesus "who for our sakes became poor." And this state of heart affected the sight of their eyes some things which hitherto were taught to be neccessities now took on the appearance of superfluities. Their new consciousness of strength enabled them to carry heavier loads for longer hours, yet their heroic toil opened no "gulfs bet ween them and the seraphim," Labor for Christ is never debasing. They trod the earth as the freemen of truth, the benefactors of the race.

6. It was fruitful giving. It did worthy service at the first in furnishing bread for the hungry and in strengthening the Christian manhood of the givers and in enriching their experience, and in stimulating the benevolence of less generous people in neighboring states, but it has done a far larger work by the influence of its noble example through all the Christian centuries, and its beneficent energy is not yet spent nor in any degree deminished.

7. It was a joyful service. They found that giving bread to the hungry spreads a celestial dressing on the giver's own food. Their barley cakes now tasted better without oil than they formerly did with it. Their giving proved to be the prelude to a richer receiving. As oak trees, under the first gentle touch of spring, let fall their sear and shriveled leaves which they have worn all the winter, and then, in due time, are covered with new garments of verdure,glossy and fragrant. There is always a blessing for those who bless others. There is a joy in mercy which only the merciful know. They discovered the way of transmuting earthy values into heavenly joys. And it was a surprise to them to find how much of celestial pleasure a small temporal value would yield when rightly treated. J. C.









Life in Our Churches.




Appleton-In the difficult problem of finding a fit successor to Dr. John Faville, this church proceeded in a cautious and admirable method worthy of frequent imitation. Directly or indirectly, there were nearly a hundred applicants or persons recommended for this place. From the latter class, an intelli gent committee, after careful canvassing of credentials and seeking of advice, selected four or five who seemed to them most hopeful Upon full investigation and correspondence their thoughts concentrated upon Rev F. T. Rouse, formerly pastor of the West Superior Pilgrim church, now of Plantsville, Conn. Fifty responses to their letters confirmed the wisdom of their selection, and a committee of three, visiting Mr. Rouse and hearing him preach, returned happily of one mind. The vote to call him was enthusiastic and unanimous. Mr. Rouse was the son of a clergyman, led to a Christian life through the labors of Evangelist E. P. Hammond. He studied at Williston Seminary, Easthampton, Mass., and graduated at Amherst College and Hartford and Yale Seminaries. His manly and spiritual qualities are well known in North Wisconsin, and he will be welcomed as a strong accession to our force of Christian leadership.

Berlin-Rev. C. A. Payne, pastor. The beautiful new church is a marvel of convenience, elegance, fitness and comfort, on which the parish may well be congratulated. So many here have been interested in the pastor's Sabbath evening illustrated discourses upon his trip to Europe, that two sessions have been held, one at 6:30 and one at 7:30, both crowded.

A special Easter offering for Wisconsin forward movement was made in connection with a visit by Secretary Carter. Passion-week services held March 27-31, were well attended and fruitful. Some neighboring pastors were invited to assist. Bloomington and Blakes Prairie-Rev. F. W. Schoenfeld, pastor, is doing good work on this large field which has included Prairie du Chien and Wyalusing with out stations at North Andover and Glen Haven the past year or so. Seven will be received at Blakes Prairie at next Communion, five being heads of families. Plans are maturing for new roof, new windows, new siding and new paper for interior of building at this point. Bloomington has been strengthened by the coming of five good familics. Prospects are fair for a new church at North Andover. Pastor Schoenfeld and wife rejoice over the advent of a daughter into their family circle.

Bristol and Paris-Mr. R. W. Rogers, pastor, while continuing his studies in Chicago Seminary,-bas voted to support the "Forward Movement" for Home Missions in Wisconsin by each member giving two cents per Sunday, which will increase their regular annual contribution from $25 to $30 for the year. The work in the community is prospering and the pastor is rejoiced in seeing men taking interest in the work of the church, who formerly held themselves aloof.

Bruce and Apollonia-Rev. Idrys Jones, pastor. Interest and attendance improving, and pastor's health becoming established.

Cumberland-Rev. W. T. Ream, pastor. The Men's Sunday Evening Club of the church at Cumberland is giving a course of free lectures this winter, and so far has been very successfully furnishing excellent entertainment to the people. Rev. James Robert Smith, of West Superior, very kindly accepted call to help the club in this work, and on Monday, Feb. 13, delivered a very able and inspiring lecture on Abraham Lincoln, captivating the people by his masterful and sympathetic interpretation of that great personality. Brother Smith gave his services gratuitously and has thereby endeared himself to the people here. His visit was a great inspiration to the work on this field and was highly appreciated. Other of the Congregational brethren in this part of the state have responded favorably to a like appeal for help in this work and we hope to be able to report a like enthusiasm and uplift from the help they will bring to us.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pas.or. In connection with special meetings with the aid of Rev. J. O. Buswell a Y. M. C. A. of 19 members was formed and a systematic plan of Bible study introduced. A weekly calendar and worship slip is sustained at church services. A wood-bee was a recent feature.

Elroy-Pastor Rev. W. M Ellis-had two weeks of meetings for the awakening of Christian people, with preaching each evening by the pastor. Our people are heartily seeking to know and to follow the mind of the Spirit.

Genesee-Rev. Geo. R. Chambers, pastor-have three Sunday-schools outside the village which are in touch with the home school. A weekly teachers' meeting and a Home department are important features of the Main School. A course of free lectures has been held during the past winter.

Hillsboro-The pastor, Rev. Thos. Barker, had revival meetings for two weeks early in March, conducted by the pastor in co-operation with the U. B. pastor. Brother Barker has been obliged, on account of insufficient strength, to give up his preaching at Tripville for a time.

Irvington-now pastorless-recently held a series of meetings under the leadership of Missionary Evangelist John Willan, who reports the Christian people as being much encouraged and a number of conversions as a result. In Taylor and Chippewa counties three Sunday-schools were organized




and supplies granted to another, through Brother Willan. Kewaunee-Rev. Wm. E. Rigby, pastor. After months of earnest preparation, with the timely assistance of Rev. Geo. C. Weiss, two weeks of evangelistic services have just been held. Religious forces have been strengthened and many moved toward a better life. The pastor writes: "For the first time in Kewaunee's eight and forty years of church history, successful special meetings have been held. We had very bad weather but the house was full of the very best element of our people, German and Bohemian business men and their families and clerks. There was no excitement whatever, but a steady and genuine interest and a hearty endorsement of what was said, except on the part of a very few. All our business people are well pleased and many ask that further meetings on a larger scale be held in July or August. They wish to hear more of these things.

La Cross-Rev. Henry Faville, pastor. The pastor esteems this "the best church this side of Heaven." It sent its pastor to the National Council, and pays all delegates' expenscs to conventions. For over five years it has expended $600 per year to keep its church missionary at work in the city, securing thereby little numerical or financial gain, but laying up treasure in Heaven. The present pastor now begins his elevent! year. The membership holds, at present, a Congressman, a Speaker of the Assembly, a Mayor of the city, judges and aldermen-some 24 in all in some position where they serve society as well as the church. 100 is the last year's net increase of membership. A fifth annual Gentlemen's Coffee was lately held, of whose attendants, 160 were men. A new heating plant, costing $1500 forestalled the late cold weather. 160 persons contribute to benevolences this year, as contrasted with 42 last year. The pastor is preaching a series of historical sermon upon "The Pilgrim Church. For several years a pastoral class for the young has preceded the May communion for instruction to those designing to unite with the church at that time. Last year there were 13.

Leon and Cashton-Rev. L. B. Nobis, pastor. Ladies Aid society are pursuing a course of Bible study with manifest profit. A better financial support is being given the work at Cashton. Melvina, an outstation, is developing a promising work with prospect of church organization.

Mi 1 Creek-Arena 2nd and Arena 3rd-Rev. Geo. E. Plant, pastor, preaches at each place every Sunday driving 25 miles. On Christmas eve the pastor's family were presented with a beautiful couch by the members of his parish. On evening of March 3rd they were the delighted victims of a "pound party" from the same friends. The Ladies Aid society of Arena second church are compiling a cook book which is to contain only good tried recipes. Is to be a book of about 100 pages, selling for 25c with 5 cents additional for postage if sent by mail. Proceeds to be used for benefit of church. Address Mrs. Lena Pfankie, Arena, Wis.

Milton-Rev. R. L. McClelland, pastor. At a recent married woman's recitation contest, in the interests of the W. C. T. U., participated in by five ministers' wives, Mrs. McClelland won the prize. This church has a ladies' quartette for a choir, of which the pastor's wife is a member.

Nekoosa-Rev. Benjamin E. Ray, pastor, reports the following societies as having been remembered with offerings during past quarter. A. M. A.; A. B. C. F. M.; C. C. B. S.; W. H. M. S. and Sunday Rest Day Association. 8 additions to the church during same period, 4 by confession.

Neptune-Rev. Geo. E. Farnham, pastor, held special meetings for three weeks. Thirteen accepted Christ including some who had been very profane, Godless men. The church members were drawn very close together. "I have never seen the Spirit's power more thoroughly demonstrated. Had to close meetings on account of sickness." Average attendance at most services smaller on account of intense cold.

Oshkosh Plymouth-Rev. Henry F. Tyler, pastor, has been much afflicted by the the critical illness of a son, necessitating surgical treatment which resulted favorably. Mr. Tyler has suffered several weeks from an arm and shoulder nearly dislocated and badly bruised by a hard fall. Nevertheless he has been having special services, with some help from neighboring pastors, during two weeks before Easter.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The Pilgrim announces elaborate Easter services with music and lantern illustrations. It also presents the present creed and form of reception used by the church. President Adams, of the University, recently lectured at the High School, Tissot's pictures of the Christ have been reproduced on recent Sunday evening. Pleasant Valley-Rev. L. Wiltberger, pastor, was blessed by a series of special meetings conducted by Mr. A. D. Maes of the Am. S. S. Union. The home of pastor Wiltberger has been gladdened by the arrival of a little daughter. His people about Christmas time made him a present of money to purchase a fur coat.

Port Washington-Mr, Daniel Dexter, pastor. Friends of our church work join in the rejoicing that the chair factorythe main industry of the city-which was burned Feb. 19, will be rebuilt. With increased railroad facilities, through a sidetrack to the door of the factories, greater prosperity than ever may be expected. A small grant from the C. C. B. S. was reported opportunely just after the fire which is a great encouragement to this new church self-supporting from the start and ambitious to do all possible for its own needs.









Seneca-Rev. M. J. Cameron, of Gays Mills, pastor. The audience room has been reseated with patent chairs costing $130. The attendance has increased.

Shullsburg-Rev A. J. Haynes, pastor. This church makes much of the anniversary of its dedication, in a general rally and onslaught upon its debt inherited from bank failures and other misfortunes. On March 19 Secretary Carter preached and gave a missionary address in the afternoon Rev. G. C.Weiss preached at night, and led both morning and evening in securing pledges for the debt, resulting without special pressure in about $120. The people, especially the ladies, have done heoric service, and are encouraged in the present condition and outlook and recognize the fact that Pastor and Mrs. Haynes deserve great credit for their four years of arduous service in the midst of peculiar trial.




[image: [ocr errors]]


#




Sparta-Rev. Wm. Crawford, pastor. The church observed its annual roll-call on the second of March. About two hours were taken in hearing the responses which were made in person or by letter. Gospel temperance meetings were held by Francis Murphy and his son William J. Murphy, for nine days from April second. The largest hall in the city was crowded from beginning to end, and more than a thou sands persons signed the pledge, some of whom had been hard drinkers. All the churches co-operated in this effort, and they held union meetings in the same hall for the three following Sunday evenings in preparation for the spring election. In taking the annual offering for the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society the pastor sent out letters to his parish a week before the offering was taken, enclosing the envelopes furnished by the society. As a result the offering was a trifle over $125 where last year it was a trifle under $50.

Stoughton-Rev. J. H. Kimball, pastor. The building of this church is to be enlarged to meet the needs of growing congregations. Sunday school, under the leading of the Misses Sewell, continues large and vigorous. It takes regularly three annual offerings for Home Missions.

Tomah-Rev. Jonathan Smith pastor, is looking forward to self-support of the home field in the near future. An offering of $10.00 for Home Missions by the Y. P. S. C. E. was recently made. A gratifying feature of the church work has been a series of social gatherings held every two weeks at the homes of the church members-at which time a collection instead of fee is taken-emphasizing the social rather than the financial feature which has resulted in a gain for both. Light refreshments with literary and musical program composed the entertainment. Holy week services were held each evening with aid by neighboring ministers, including Rev. W. W. Ellis and Secretary Carter.

Walworth,-Rev. M. N. Clark, pastor. A band of three American Volunteers have left excellent results here and at Trenton where they held meetings recently.

Bro. Clark missed no opportunity through the cold siege at either of the above, points, or at Williams Bay, his third point.
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"Hammer away ye hostile hands; 
Your hammers break-God's anvil 
    stands." 





"The best portion of a great man's life- 
His title, nameless, unremembered acts 
Of kindness and of love." 





"Impatient soul and murmering heart. 
Your murmering cease and bear your 
   part." 





"The best critics are they 
Who, with what they gainsay, 
Offer another and better way.'. 





We lose what on ourselves we spend; 
We have as treasure without end 
Whatever, Lord, to Thee we lend 
                 Who givest all. 





"If you've tried and have not won, 
Never stop for crying; 


All that's great and good is done 
  Just by patient trying." 





"God loveth the cheerful giver, 
 Though the gift be poor or small. 
What doth he think of his children 
 When they never give at all? 





Undertones.




     BY WILLIAM HAUGHTON. 
There is a tone in music 
  That moves within the heart 
No human voice can render, 
  Or lute or lyre impart― 
Breath of the spirit only,- 
  Too low for listless ears, 
'Tis when the heart is lonely 
  That inner voice it hears. 
I've heard it 'midst the shadows 
  When night was lone and long,- 
'Twas Ilke the dying cadence 


  Of some sad angel's song- 
It needs no voiceful singing, 
  No hand upon the keys,— 
It comes, its sweetness bringing 
  In love's sad memories. 





God comforts his beloved

  Whose tears, unseen are shed, 
Who walk the vale of weeping 
  Or watch beside their dead, 
A message to their sorrow 
  It tells of home and rest; 


It bears from some sweet morrow 
 The music we love best. 


Oh! there are many voices

   Whose tones are low and sweet, 
 Whose words of loving kindness 
    Along life's path we meet- 
  They wake the best within us 
   To heaven and holy things; 
  They move and melt and win us 
   As when a mother sings. 
Viroqua, Wis. 
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Again we ask permission to establish our business in Tomah, and beg to make the announcement that with our increased facilities we are making three-fourths of all the murderers, theives, paupers, harlots and lunatics in the market. We mean to drive every other institution from the land and absolutely monopolize the manufacture.

N. B.-Rooms in jail, alms houses and asylums secured for our Little Helps From the Poets. customers in advance. A large lot of broken hearts and crushed




"Naught is too high or low,

Too mean or mighty, if God wills it so."




hopes, taken in exchange for our work, will be closed out fegardless of cost.




Life has no dim and lonely spot 
That doth not in her sunshine share. 
                      -Lowell. 





Will You Vote for Us ?




The above was used in the No-license effort at Tomah, and is commended elsewhere.
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and

PRETTY VISITING CARDS tried institutions of the state of Wiscon




AT 25C 100, POSTPAID.

Write your name plainly, enclose the money, and the cards will be forwarded promptly.




sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




NORTH WESTERN

    LINE 
C. & N.W.RY 





IS A




other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the

West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




Menly Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with wide range of electives, leading to the degrees of A.B., Ph.B. and B.S.




Its Aim




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




VOL. V.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, MAY, 1899.




DATES TO REMEMBER.




1899.




May 23-25-Anniversary of C. H. M 
    S., Hartford, Conn. 


May 30-Decoration Day.

June 11-Children's Day.

DISTRICT CONVENTIONS.

Madison, at Dodgeville, May 16-17. 
Beloit, at Elkhorn, May 16-17. 
Milwaukee, at Waukesha, May 22-23 
Winnebago, at Rosendale, June 6-7. 
Lemonweir, at New Chester, June 7-8. 
Welsh, at Emmet, June 8 9, at Ixonia 
   June 10-11, at Waukesha. June 
    12-13. 


Superior, at Ashland, at Academy 
   Commencement time (see below). 





COMMENCEMENTS.

Beloit College, June 18-21.

Ripon College, June 18-21.

Milwaukee-Downer College, June 18-21

Endeavor Academy, June 11-14.

Ashland Academy, June 11-14.




Sept. 12-14-State Congregational 
   Convention and W. H. M. S. 
    Anniversary, at West Superior. 
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ORGAN OF THE




CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.









GOTTAGE TO RENT.

To rent, for a part of the summer, a seven-room furnished cottage on Madeleine Island, Wis. Desirable location. Use of new boat included.

For terms and further particu




lars, inquire of




MRS. THOS. G. GRASSIE, 280-35th St. Milwaukee, Wis.




WANTED-Reliable men who can put in

either all or a part of their time, to take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL CO. Cleveland, Ohio.




Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.




50 YEARS' EXPERIENCE




PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C.




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & CO,361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. G




Listening to the Preacher.

NO SERMON CAN BE HEARD ARIGHT UNLESS THE HEARER GIVES HIS WHOLE STRENGTH

"If it be difficult for some people to listen, it is ten times harder for other people to follow, for it is evideut a person may listen and not follow," writes Ian Maclaren of "The Art of Listening to a Sermon." in the May Ladies' Home Journal. "Very few are accustomed to think about anything for thirty minutes; after a brief space their interest flags and they fall behind; they have long ago lost the thread of the preacher's argument and have almost forgotten his subject. The sermon which suits such a desultory mind is one of twenty paragraphs, each paragraph an anecdote or an illustration or a startl ng idea, so that wherever the hearer joins in he can be instantly at home. Sensible people ought, however, to remember that a series of amusing lantern-slides and a work of severe art are not the same, and if any one is to expound the Gospel of Christ worthily he must reason as he goes and ask his hearers to think. The chain may be of gold but there ought to be links securely fasttened together, and a hearer should try them as they pass through his hands. If one does not brace himself for the effort of hearing a sermon he will almost certainly finish up by complaining either




WISCONSING CENTRAL

LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries an auf cturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis..




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND, Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




that the preacher was dull or that the WATER WORKS PLANTS




discourse was disconnected. No sermon is worth hearing into which the preacher has not put his whole strength, and ro sermon can be heard aright unless the hearer gives his whole strength also."




The White Man's Burden. Take up the White Man's burden;

Send fourth your sturdy sons, And load them down with whisky Aud Testaments and guns, Throw in a few diseases

 To spread in tropic climes, 
For there the healthy niggers 
  Are quite behind the times. 


And don't forget the factories, 
  On those benighted shores, 
They have no cheerful iron-mills, 
  Nor eke department stores. 
They never work twelve hours a day, 
  And live in strange content, 
Altho' they never have to pay 
 A single cent of rent. 


Take up the White Man's burden, 
  And teach the Philipines 
What interest and taxes are 
  And what a mortgage means; 
Give them electrocution chairs, 
 And prisons, too, galore; 
And if they seem inclined to ki.k, 
  Then spill their heathen gore. 


They need our labor question, too, 
  Aud politics and fraud. 
We've made a pretty mess at home; 
  Let's make a mess a road. 
And let us ever humbly pray 
  The Lord of Hosts may deign 
To stir our feeble memories, 
  Lest we forget-the Maine. 


Take up the White Man's burden; 
 To you who thus succeed 


In civilizing savage hordes

They owe a debt, indeed;

Concessions, pensions, salaries, 
 And privilege and right, 


With cutstretched hands you raised to bless,

Grab everything in sight.

Take up the White Man's burden, 
 And if you write in verse, 


Flatter your Nation's vices

  And strive to make them worse, 
Then learn that if with pious words 
  You ornament each phrase, 
In a world of canting hypocrites 
  This kind of business pays. 
 -Ernest H. Crosby, in the N. Y. Times 
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Wisconsin and the World King- assemblage of the churches to do the business of
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At length the pastor broke silence with the " plaintive query "Is there anybody here who can go?" His smile was forced, however, and there was no response but a hollow echo from the piano strings.




1




Another silent minute-though not for prayerand a sister in the corner moved that "we send Brother A." Brother A at once roused himself to the situation. "Couldn't possibly go. Business too pressing.".

After due pause some one nominated Brother B. Brother B. expected to be out of town, but proposed Brother C. Brother C. couldn't go. Feared he might be otherwise engaged, while he whispered to his heart that he couldn't afford the dollar for railway fare, and suggested that Brother D. would make a good delegate. Brother D. was not present, (there is a fearful suspicion that Brother C. knew it), so the pastor meekly suggested that it would be more hopeful to choose some one at hand.

Finally Deacon X drearily nominated Sister Jane Jones, (who was supposed to have nothing to do, and who seemed not sorely needed for any business at home). Sister Jones thought of the toothsome collations in store, knew that Deacon X would probably pay her fare, and said nothing. The motion was unanimously carried..




*




*




Sister Jones went. She found the convention to be in the main a preacher's meeting, in whose program she took no part and in whose discussions she lifted no voice. Her report, on her return, was chiefly concerned with the fine June weather and the excellence of the cake and biscuit and coffee she had enjoyed. *




*




*




Few layman's names were on the program. These few, with one exception, did not appear and he evidently had been a last resort and came as a special surprise. The pastors aired themselves in the usual way, read some long papers and transacted a lot of important business, reaching from Wisconsin to the ends of the earth, without any lay advice or endorsement to speak of though they all dimly hoped the brethren at home would approve of it when it came to the contribution box.

After these things, Deacon X benevolently paid Sister Jones' little bill, and the church at Skipville went on happily. The Lord's business had been done up, so far as such a convention could do it. The laymen of the Skipville church were left in peace for another season, and the fiction that a Christian church convention is a representative




the churches, through wise and forceful delegates of the churches, and to express warmly, intelligently and ably the fellowship of the churches -rather than that of ministers merely-was laid on the cupboard shelf for another period of hardly "innocuous desuetude."
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Why isn't a sister just as effective and eligible for a lay delegate as a brother?

Why, bless you, she is-and sometimes more so. But, do you realize it? The brethren are getting to be scarce, and scarcer, in our churches. And if they are allowed to confirm themselves in the dea that the Lord's business at large can just as well be done by the women and the preachers, and isn't really worth a man's while, there is reason to fear that one of these days the church of God will come to be exclusively preachers and women, with a few "brother-in-laws" just on the edges of things, to come to the sisters' oyster stews, and foot the annual bills.




*




*




*




The time might come, in Skipville, when we shouldn't have even these.
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EDITORIAL.




Old Fashion Principles for Today.




:




Modern achievements and claims have much to command the praise of men as they rise and move on in their glory today. But sometimes it appears that the foundations from which they begin and the purposes which were intended to continue with them are forgotten; and when reference is made to first principles it is not unusual to hear that those so inclined are "behind the times," or "back numbers," as though they were to be considered as out of step with the privileges of the day.

It would seem that this is especially true regarding some matters of religious interests and church life. For while we have, in many respects, the foundation principles clearly defined, with little grounds for question or dispute, in some quarters the practice is, to ignore, forget, or leave them behind, as though the present could not include them.

The personal knowledge of Christ might be regarded as vitally important in this respect. In other days men looked into the face of the Son of God; they listened to him; spake to him, and received from him instruction, comfort and bless ing; to them he was something special and personal. The disciples could ask: "Lord, teach us to pray." Peter could be so personal as to say "Thou knowest that I love thee." Thomas could cry out "My Lord and my God," others could call him "Master," and He could say to men "Come," "Go," with results following. Is not this something for modern experience in some quarters?

Church life and worship may also include some ancient principles. "God is a Spirit; and they that worship Him must worship him in spirit

and in truth." If we are not careful this old practice may be disregarded, and forms or customs of the day will deaden the heart and destroy the life of this holy privilege. Well has Dr. A. J. Gordon said: "Some trust in creeds aud some in ordinances; some suppose that the church's security lies in a sound theology, and others locate it in primative simplicity of government and worship, but it lies in none of these, desirable as they are. The body may be, as to its organs, perfect and entire, wanting nothing, but simply because the Spirit has been withdrawn from it, it has passed from a church into a corpse." As one has powerfully stated it, "When the Holy Spirit withdraws * * * He sometimes allows the form which he has created to remain. The oil is exhausted, but the lamp is still there-prayer is offered and the Bible read-church-going is not given up, and to a certain degree the service is enjoyed; in a word, religious habits are preserved and, like the corpses found at Pompeii, which were in a perfect state of preservation and in the very position in which death had surprised them, but which were reduced to ashes by contact with




the air, so the blast of trial, temptation, or of final judgment will destroy these spiritual




corpses.




The coming of pastors to churches might include some of these old principles. If such are prophets why do we not hear more declarations, "The Lord said unto me, Son of man go," etc. How seldom, comparatively, in this great land of ours, do we learn that such and such pastors were sent of God to certain churches. How seldom it is known that a church has been on its knees asking the head of the church to send it a leader, a pastor. What an amount of politics and pull fills some pulpits! How can churches grow spiritually without this God part in them? It is modern to think that because some men can please, entertain and have certain approval of a class, that such are desirable, and there is no use asking God about it or seeking his guidance with intentions of following; then leaving the ministry to be reflected upon as "$400 men," with an emphasis on the word "missionary," serving small churches in small places where, suffering and sacrificing, because "God sent," they are often doing most to carry out the high and original principles for which they are sent and to which the church and ministry were called.

Church membership should include some old ideas. It is true, confessing Christ is the requirement for admission to membership in most churches. But, how confess? And what proof is there of its genuineness? It is refreshing now and then to drag into modern scenes such experiences as that through which Paul passed when the churches were afraid of him and would not rereceive him until proof of his worthiness was evident. Peter could say to Simon: "Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter, for thy heart is not right in the sight of God." But modern large heartedness, so called, says of whoever may apply, "Let him in," and he comes, eats and drinks unworthily, and suffers all the consequences.

Better bring some good old fashioned principles here and save the fashionable, goody. goody, and uninstructed people from pulling down God's displeasure upon their heads and hearts, and leaving them as unjustifiable stumbling blocks for the real, humble and would be Christians, who believe "ye must be born again," to fall over and probably die to every spiritual good they might have enjoyed.

More evangelization of the old sort would certainly be becoming now. They say it is a "fad" of these days to do "slum and work" the like. Sometimes it appears true; bnt when all Christians, after seeking the guidance of the Spirit, having their everyday lives in keeping with their profession, seek out the discouraged, unenlightened and lost and help them into the kingdom, what a revolution there will be in this world! Each soldier in the army is expected to use his sword or gun, or aid those who do, in some definite way. What kind of a Christian is that who is not just as useful in personally fighting against the enemies of souls?









Financial matters for religious purposes had Christian teacher in the Christian school, and large consideration in olden times. How great made him give himself to it at a large pecuniary were the Jewish demands! So much money! sacrifice. Thousauds of cattle bought and slain, besides other expenditures that proved the earnestness of heart, appreciation of privilege and obedience to law.




How Christ watched the, people giving in his day, and even praised a small giver, and prophesied blessings that still live, because of the individual, willing part the widow had in sustaining the religious interests of her time. Other evidences and apostolic instruction all prove that these things had a large plan in religious life. There could not have been many religious paupers then; but now there seems to be a sentiment that implies that, because Christian work gets along, God does not desire His portion of what we claim to own, or because some are poor they cannot have part in the finances of churches or missions; forgetting that properly giving God his own is the way to become rich, and is much better than to have him declare of the owner of thousands of acres of land, purses, offices, shops and homes "Ye have robbed me." With such witness against them, they suffer, missionaries are hindered, churches that should be able to go alone are depriving weaker, struggling churches of necessary help and the wheels of the gospel chariot go slowly.

There should be, even in this day, a turning back to see and know and put in practice, that we may not be rebuked by him who said: "In the beginning it was not so."




HENRY C. TODD.




Prof. Wayland S. Axtell.

For several years the above named appeared in the Church Life as principal of Rochester Acad. emy, and many have heard him speak for Christian education in our churches. All who have known Prof. Axtell will be pained to learn that he died April 6, in Denver, Col., of pneumonia. For more than a year he had successfully fought consumption and then the grippe, and was planning to resume work soon.

Prof. Axtell did a large work for Christian secondary education in his three years at Rochester. With his large experience as superintendent of schools at Beloit and as professor in Yankton College, he brought the school to such success that it has become the model for other schools, and their hope. In this work he was so modest, genuine and wise that he won friends and means for the school and the deep love of his pupils.

Prof. Axtell was always seeking the highest service rather than the highest place. This was evident to all, and it gave him great power. It was this view of the opportunities of life that made him appreciate the work and privilege of the
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His hope and faith were remarkable and of the kind that removed mountains. A glimpse of his philosophy of life may be seen in these words written a year ago in a personal letter: "I think I can realize how insidious consumption is. I sometime almost wonder why the risk I am running does not unnerve me. Perhaps this is a case of faith cure that is Scriptural. That is, if I had no hope aside from ordinary earthly hopes I should be much more in danger of losing my "nerve," thus rendering almost certain the usual termination of the disease. As it is, I do but little worrying. All my vitality goes where it is needed, and so "faith cures."

Prof. Axtell graduated from Beloit college in the class of '86. His life has honored the purpose and spirit of his loved Alma Mater.

The funeral service was at Evansville, Wis., and many of the Beloit faculty and of the Rochester friends were present. Prof, Axtell's wife and three children are at Brooklyn, Wis.




S. W. B.




Milwaukee-Downer College.




This institution, endowed for the higher education of women, is especially to be congratulated now in the completion of its fine new buildings on its recently purchased tract of ten acres in the northern part of the city of Milwaukee.

It is believed that this college can court com. parison with any other in the country on the beauty, healthfulness and desirability of its location. The churches, valuable lectures, concerts, and other means of culture afforded by the city are easily accessible, yet the situation protects the college from the intrusion of outer influences which it might wish to exclude.

The elegant new buildings are models of beauty and convenience. Me.rill Hall contains the chapel, libraries, laboratories, museum, studio, observatory and class rooms. Holton Hall is for residence, and contains students' rooms, parlors and dining hall, and also the music rooms and gymnasiums. The buildings are lighted both by gas and electricity and heated by steam.

The dedicatory exercises of the new buildings are to take place in connection with the approaching Commencement in June, and the address of the occasion will be made by Charles K. Adams, L. L. D., president of the University of Wisconsin.

The college is rapidly taking its place in the educational world as an institution furnishing sound and generous culture, and enters on its life in its new abode with large hopes of increased usefulness.









[image: [graphic]]


Sixtieth Anniversary at

Lake Geneva.




The church at Lake Geneva, one of the oldest in the state, celebrated its sixtieth anniversary on Wednesday evening, April 5. Rev. Joseph Collie, D. D., delivered an address in which he recounted the connection of this church with early religious movements in the state. He dwelt especially on the peculiar attempt to blend Congre gationalism and Presbyterianism. into one polity which issued, in the organizations, at the village of old Troy, now extinct, of the Presby terian and Congregational Convention of Wisconsin. This church was then Presbyterian and was represented at the above meeting by its first pastor, Rev. Lemuel... Hall, and by a delegate. He explained in a very interesting and instructive manner the spirit of that organization and held that it was an honor to this church to have had a part in this early movement in the direction of Christian union. Dr. Collie had been an active participant in the exercises of the fortieth and the fiftieth anniversaries and his presence on this occasion was in itself a benediction.

The closing address was made by one of the former pastors, Rev. D. L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac. He spoke of the heritage of the sixty years and recalled the names of many who, once active here, were now looking down from among the cloud of witnesses with intense interest in the present and future welfare of the church. He spoke of the inspiration from their unseen presence and the challenge flung down into the arena to outdo their measure of devotion and service.

The beautiful music under the direction of Mr. O. Gillette as leader and Mrs. Gillette as organist, the appropriate words of the pastor, Rev. C: A. Osborne, intertwined with the different exercises of the evening, and the happy Christian fellowship penetrating all, made the occasion long to be remembered. The beautiful new building and the sweet toned pipe organ, when contrasted with the old church and its accessories, are typical of a profound change in the entire community within a few years past. The church and its young pastor are face to face with a great future-not without its danger, but big with opportunity.




Plymouth Congregational Church, Dodgeville This church, represented in our frontispiece cut, was organized as a Primitive Methodist church, in the year 1849, with only a few members. In 1879 the church building was burned to the ground. In 1880 the present church was erected at a cost of over $6,000.00. The organization has been struggling for years to get free from debt. In December, 1896, the Society, in har mony with the resolution of the Primitive Methodist conference decided to withdraw from that body and seek union fellowship with the Congregational churches. The majority of the vote in favor of the change was nearly six to one. In the year 1897, on Feb. 15, a council of Congregational ministers and churches was held, and this church was received into fellowship. The present membership is about 180 earnest and faithful members and followers of the great Master. The present pastor, Rev. R. Titmarsh, has been with his people for 5 years.

The Madison District Convention will meet with this church Tuesday and Wednesday, May 16-17, with sermon Monday evening, May 15, by Rev. Dr. E. G. Updike, of Madison.




Obituary.




Mr.J. C. Plumb, a well known and honored member of the Milton church passed to the heavenly home, Sunday afternoon, Mar. 19, after a week of intense suffering caused by accident.

Mr. Plumb was well known to the older members of our State Convention, for he was often present at its meetings. For fifty-nine years he had been connected with some Congregational




church, having been a member at Stockbridge, 
Mass., Oberlin, O., Lake Mills, and Milton, Wis. 
He was one of the original members of the Lake 
Mills church, and had belonged to the Milton 
church over thirty-one years. In the latter church 
he had held many important trusts, having been 
deacon, Sunday school superintendent., teacher 
for many years in the Sunday school, ten years 
church clerk, and twenty-eight years secretary of 
the Congregational society. He was greatly in- 
terested in Sunday school work, having helped in 
the organization of several county Sunday school 
associations. He had been a member of the Rock 
Co. Sunday school association since its organiza- 
tion, and was at the time of his death vice presi- 
dent of the State Sunday School association. 
had been a faithful member of the church interest- 
 ed in its welfare, and always present at its Sun- 
 day and week day meetings unless detained by 
 some good reason. He was also an ardent pro- 
 hibitionist, and enemy of all evils. For fifty-five 
 years he has been a horticulturist. He was a 
 prominent member of the Wisconsin Horticultural 
 Society, and 'was preparing a history of Horticul- 
 ture in Wisconsin. He was a trustee of Milton 
 College for many years, by furnishing work in his 
 nursery he had helped many young men to pay 
 their way through college. 





He




Funeral services were held in the Milton church, March 22, conducted by Rev. A. L. McClelland, assisted by two former pastors, Rev. Geo. R. Chambers and Rev. A. L. P. Loomis, and by Pres. W. C. Whitford and Rev. W. T. Millar and Mr. J. T. Wright, all of whom have been associated with Mr. Plumb in work in which he was interested.
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the east; that his small boy one day discovered a fly, which had fallen into the ink, dragging itself over a sheet of paper, and shouted, "Say! here's a fly that writes just like papa!"




Editor in Chief-SAMUEL T. KIDDER, R'pon. 
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Secretary. J. D. Davidson, of the Rest-day association, writes urging each church and convention to send at once a letter to President McKinley, strongly urging that he carry out the action of Congress, now temporarily annulled by Secretaries Alger and Griggs, forbidding that anyone be allowed to sell intoxicating drinks on any military premises. "It is now," he says, "more than a temperance question-the question whether an executive officer shall ignore and defy law."




A bargain in Lange's Commentaries can be secured of Rev. C. A. Chambers, Garden Prairie, Ill-18 volumes (New Testament 11 volumes complete), in good condition, $18.00.




As to Our Church Life shall one or two issues be dropped as authorized at the annual meeting; or shall the Home Missionary society again meet a considerable deficit; or will you at once see that back dues and new subscriptions are forwarded immediately to the Beloit office?




Are you planning for the grand annual rally at West Superior September 12-14? Our "Forward Movement" is of too vital and general concern for a small or onesided gathering.




The "Old Mission," Madeline Island, Lake Superior, will afford you all needed rest going or coming to state conyention, or preparatory thereto, see our last issue, and write to "Old Mission;" Be'oit, for particulars.




Why will boys, not to say men, "take chances" with moving trains? Upon a recent Sabbath, a boy in attempting to board a moving freight train, fell and met a horribie and an instant death.




Why will grown up children not put away childish things, but instead "conscientiously" insist npon carrying their point, even to the disruption of churches, and the irreparable damage of hearts and homes for generations, if not forever.




Now that the convention season is on, how ought the minister and the church to be rated, that ignores or treats slightingly its dlstrict convention, with the fellowship and the co-operative service for the state wide and world wide kingdom centering there?









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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"The world's manhood is secure when we have gained its childhood."

Dear Sister:-Have you a working Children's Missionary Society in your church? If you have such, will you prayerfully consider the matter at your next missionary meeting?

If you already have a Mission Band or a Junior Endeavor Society holding regular monthly missionary meetings, will you strive to increase its efficiency? Will you see that the workers are supplied with helps, especially "Mission Studies" and "Mission Dayspring"?

The leader of your Children's Society needs your increasing prayer.

A word to our boys and girls. Hurry up, Mission Bands, Junior Endeavorers, Sunday-schools and "Wee Folks!" The Mother Board wanted one half of our $650 by April 1st. She says our schools in India and Turkey are just running over with shivering, starving little children. Many of them have no homes and neither father nor mother. If the boys and girls in America do not send in their money a little faster, the missionaries cannot take any more of those dear little homeless ones into their school, and some already there may have to be sent home. O, but they have no homes to go to! I am sure you will all do your very best to take care of those brothers and sisters of yours, away over the sea.

Miss Annie Howe, your missionary in Japan says: "The Glory Kindergarten is full, and between 40 and 50 children are waiting for entrance." What shall we do about it? Will the boys and girls who read this write me a letter giving me some good ways to get money for missions? Your sincere friend,
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Wauwatosa reports a missionary box sent in November, MRS. L. E. SMITH.

1898. The name of Miss Martha J. Adams, so many years a faithful worker in the schools of the A. M. A. in the South and West is a household word in many homes in Wisconsin. Miss Adams, not satisfied with giving her life to this work, and starting these tendences for good in many lives which would continue long after she was gone, made provision in her will that some of her money should continue to do her work. The treasury of the Wisconsin Womans Home Missionary Union has received a legacy of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) and for the American Missionary Association, one hundred dollars ($100.00). The wise appropriation of these sums will help to fulfil that promise, "she being dead yet speaketh." MRS. E. G. Updike.




MRS. A. T. STACY, Treasurer.




Twenty-six auxiliaries have replied to Mrs Moses Smith's letter requesting an increase of twenty-five per cent. the most of them favorably. Are there not more who will reply in this manner?

Miss Walker, our state president, has visited the auxiliaries at Green Bay, Depere, Appleton, Menasha, Fond du Lac and Columbus. The meetings held were interesting and profitable to all.

TAKE NOTICE. Let the officers of auxiliaries see that the Dime fund is collected and sent to the treasurer. This way of meeting expenses can be successful only by united action.

An effort is being made by the W. B. M. I. to secure eleven thousand women in the interior states who will give one dol lar each before May 15th to pay the $11,000 owed to the American Board. Will you be one?
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Books and Reviews.

THE MORAL EVOLUTION, 
 By Judson Titsworth. 





OUR CHURCH LIFE.




This beautifully dressed souvenir booklet embodies a series of Lenten sermons, delivered this season by the well-known and beloved pastor of Plymouth church, Milwaukee, on "Sin and its Remedy." The several sermons, or chapters, cover the themes "The Original Sin," "The Nature of Sin," "The Fatal Sin," "The Remission of Sin," "The Sinlessness of Jesus" and "The Sociality of Redemption."

They could not be otherwise than strong and stimulating, full of fresh, live thought and moral earnestness. They are theological, yet evangelistic. Their substance cannot be here adequately reviewed, but it is enough to say that their author, though historically an evolutionist, has plainly been living at the heart of the gospel and seeking the mind of Jesus. His deep sympathy with humanity, his reverent, clear, comprehensive and trustful use of the Scriptures, his appreciation of the dreadful reality and fatal character of persistent sin. and his devout conception of the depths and breadths and hights of redemption in Christ and its divine power to save, are everywhere apparent. The book will prove helpful reading, whatever one's point of view.-Press of Swain, Tait & Co., Milwaukee.




ROGER'S TRAVELS; or Scenes and Incidents Connected With the Journey of Two Roys in Foreign Lands, by E. Payson Hammond, M. A.-Fleming H. Revell Co., Chicago, New York, Toronto. pp 155. Paper covers; 15 cents postpaid; 10 cents in quantities.

In this illustrated book the veteran "Children's evangelist," whose face appears at the front, makes a tour in Europe illus. trate the gospel at every step, and weaves into the incidents and scenes of travel much of Christian history and many a children's sermon. It is a good book to have in a family of young children, and pastors who preach to children will find it full of suggestions. Mr. Hammond's hope is to reach in this way thousands of children whom he could not hope to reach more directly.




THE KINDERGARTEN SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

By Frederica Beard. New and Revised Edition. Pp. 140.




75 cents net.




Much attention has been given in recent years to the introduction of kindergarten methods into Sunday-school work. The present volume is an effort in this direction. The author begins by a brief theoretical discussion of the application of kindergarten principles to the Sunday-school. Then she passes to three courses of very suggestive and practical lessons. These are entitled "One is Your Father: All Ye are Brethren," "Lessons from the Life of Jesus," and "Gratitude; Love; Life." All are of the sort that will enable the trained teacher to use their suggestion in practical work. Interspersed with this series of lessons are chapters on "Music in the Sunday-school" and "Missions for Little Children," both of which will be helpful to a wide circle of primary teachers outside the kindergarten.

This book can be heartily recommended and, with a little ingenuity in extemporizing objects for the object lessons, can be used in small and rural schools as well as in larger ones.

We only regret the omission of the list of reference books and collateral helps promised for the "third page of cover," which turns out to be blank.

The Pilgrim Press, Chicago and Boston.




PAMPHLETS.




The Talisman of Unity. A sermon in behalf of church consolidation, preached in the crypt of the Cathedral of St. John, the Divine, Sunday, Jan. 22, 1899, by Wm. Reed Huntingtor, D. D., Rector of Grace church, New York. This is the sensible view of a broad churchman.

Sketch of the Life of Samuel Morris the Kroo Boy, by Rev. T. C. Reade, A. M. D. D., including the well-known narrative of Stephen Merritt, of New York. This remarkable story of one of God's rare saints, a marvelously spirit-filled life, with dusky face, can be obtained of the author, at Upland, Indiana, -in paper covers, 10 cents; $5 per 100 copies.

Mission News. Doshisha Supplement, No. 2, from the Okayama Orphanage press, Japan, gives full accounts of the events by which the alienated Doshisha University of Joseph Nesima and of our Dr. J. D. Davis (Beloit class of 1866) hasbeen lately restored to Christianity and placed in the managemen of a Christian Board of Trustees, with a Christian presi dent. This is a remarkable answer to prayer and a cause of boundless joy and thankfulness to our American Board and our Japan mission. A fine picture of the new board is within the paper.




EXCHANGES.




The authorship of the "Etchingham Letters," which has been running anonymously as a serial in THE LIVING AGE since the first of January, is now disclosed. The letters are the




105




oint work of Mrs. Fuller Maitland and Sir Frederick Pollock, a combination which goes far to account for their range and cleverness. The publication in THE LIVING AGE is by special arrangement with the authors. The letters will soon be published in book form.

"The German Appreciation of Kipling," which THE LIVING AGE has translated from the Englische Studien, is keen, just and discriminating. Kipling is widely read, and to judge from this estimate, is well understood in Germany.




"The Countess Emilia," Anthony Hope's new romance, is begun in the May LADIES HOME JOURNAL, and "The Art of Listening to a Sermon" inaugurates the first of a series of articles on the pulpit and the pew by Ian Maclaren. Another notable feature of the same issue is "The Secrets of a Happy Life," by the Rev. Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D., pastor of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, who has become a regular contributor to the JOURNAL. Joseph Edgar Chamberlin Introduces "Helen Keller as She Really Is,' glimpses of this marvelous blind and deaf girl. giving some interesting
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The April BIBLICAL WORLD Continues its practical editorials for Bible teachers on the vital theme "How Can the Teacher Excite Interest in the Lesson?" The points made are admirable..

Another deeply interesting article is by Prof. W. Douglas Mackenzie, of Chicago. "To one who fears he has lost his Bible"-i. e., in the process of critical dissection to which it has been submitted in our day. The closing sentence is: "You will have no reason to fear that you may lose your Bible when it has found you."-Chicago University Press.
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This convention was royally entertained in the Presbyterian church at Manitowoc. President W. E. Starr, of Fond du Lac, and Secretary Mrs. E. Metternich, of Menasha, had spared no pains and were rewarded with a well sustained program. Miss Ella Brown, of Eau Claire, led the Junior hours. Treasurer Wm. Shaw, of Boston, gave zest and movement to the sessions and spoke several times. Rev. W. O. Carrier, of Wausau, preached the closing sermon. It was a good convention.




Obituary.




Dea. Frederick R. Scott was born Feb. 18, 1852 in the town of Bradford, Rock Co., Wis., and died at his home in the same place April 21, 1899, having lived a little over 47 years. was married to Miss Eda Plater, Oct. 5, 1882, who, besides an He aged mother and two sisters, survive him to mourn his loss. In January 1895, Mr. Scott was elected Deacon of the First Congregational Church of Emerald Grove, of which he became a member April 15, 1884. He had always lived where he was born and was widely known. Besides being an officer in the church of sterling worth, his townsmen had honored him with positions of trust which he ever filled with carefulness and credit. With his death the church has lost one of its most valuable members His quiet, consevative spirit rendered him an exemplary Christian whose influence will be lasting for good in the memories of all who knew him. The funeral services were conducted at the home by his pastor, Rev. C. W. Dennis. At the cemetery the Modern Woodmen, of which the deceased was a member, took charge with their impressive burial service. C. W. D.
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Financial Statement for April.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHes.




Antigo L. M. S., $7.30; Beloit 1st $50; Berlin, $25; 
Birnamwood, $11.85; Brandon, $10.50; Cashton, $2; 
Cashton L. A. S. $1.50; Clinton, $6.85; Delavan. $8 55; 
East Troy, $2; Edgerton, $6; Hammond, $17.25; 
Hazel Green, $42.74; Kinnickinnic, $10 90; Leeds, $9.75; 
Leon, $2; Milton, $10.15; Milwaukee Grand Ave., 
$158.75; Milwaukee Plymouth, $32; Necedah, $9.50; 
Nekoosa, $14.70, Osseo, $16.25; Roberts, $29 32; 
Royalton, $2; Seymour, $1.63; Shullsburg.. $2.50; 
Spring Green, $7.33; Stoughtor, $25; Two Rivers, 
$i 40; Two Creeks, $2 10; West Salem. $106.91; Wil- 
liams Bay, $1.63; Wyoming, $3.50. Total................$680.86 





CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Mrs. M. J. Barnard, Lake Geneva, $50; a friend, Beloit, $15; Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $5; Rev. L. B. Nobis, Cashton, $4 50; Mrs. O B. D. Bridgman, Antigo, $1; Rev. A. Pinkerton, Arena, $1; C. W. VanAkin, Janesville, $1. Total.......

CONTRIBUTATIONS OF Y. P. S. C. E.

Madison 1st, $3.46; Two Rivers, $7.25; Sturgeon Bay, $6.03. Total..........
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Grand Total..............

Answers to Questions!




77.50




16.74




41.42 156 25

$ 972.77 1,253.53 494.58 1,030.56 442.60 507.23 729 06




.$5,430.33




1. "Does Home Missions mean just our own state?" No! It means our own state as a part of and for the sake of world wide missions. Every Home Missionary church is a Kingdom Extension agency.

It is required to contribute annually to at least four of our six missionary societies including the Home and the Foreign societies, and is encouraged to do as much more as possible. We are increasing the base of supplies, without which all of our work will starve ultimately.

2. "Who are our missionaries? Number and names?" About 70 missionaries with 124 preaching points (the numbers change frequently).

(See reports in annual "minutes" of our state and of C. H. M. S. Apply for further particulars to Secretary Carter, Beloit).

3. "To whom shall we forward the money raised for Home Missions?"

To Treasurer C. M. Blackman, Whitewater. By our agreement with the National Society, this applies to the English speaking churches, north as well as south.

4. "What is the total amount of our indebtedness?" Our State Society has no debt, and has had none since February, 1896, when legacies brought freedom, which they alone have maintained since. It remains to be seen whether the churches will rally to our "Forward Movement" for entire support of our state work, without the aid of the C. H. M. S., which suffers still under the debt of over $100,000, or whether our work must be crippled and our opportunity lost in order to keep within our means.




Notes.




A missionary writes: "I believe one way to solve the Home Missionary problem of this state, is to see that every youngster has a Bible of his own, and I am very certain that this is overlooked in many of our fields."




The same missionary, after a trying delay and unsatisfactory outcome in the effort to secure cheap Bibles from another agency makes the happy discovery that he wishes passed on through Our Church Life, that our C. S. S. & P. S. has arranged to meet the needs of the poor fields for good, cheap Bibles-"bet




ter paper, print a d binding than other specimens, and 25 per cent. cheaper, while the order was filled in four days instead a delay of three months."

Home-Home Missions, i. e, local missions carried on by an individual church, it needs to be remembered in considering the goal of our "Forward Movement," are not "Home Missions" in the current use of that expression. The $18,000 aimed at are needed for our general away-from-home-work, in ad lition to what local churches may do in their own par ishes-and the more the better of that also.
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Note also in the April issue, on the "Wisconsin and the World Kingdom" page, the editorial notes on the pastor's opportunity and responsibility, bearing in mind that their application is not limited to that month or to this season.

From the Northern Field.

BY GENERAL MISSIONARY J. D. WHITELAW. North Wisconsin is experiencing quite a boom. One occasion for this is a large increase in the demand for lumber. It was seen last fall that the supply was not likely to equal the spring demand. Those who had faith in the future made ready for it by a large increase in the winter's cut of logs. This cut is said to be the largest in the history of the state and requires additional facilities for its manufacture into Jumber. New mills have been built, some of them of large capacity and the best that money can make, an i old ones repaired to the number of a score or more, white almost every mill is striving to increase its output. Nor is the increased demand for pine lumber only. Logs of almost every description are wanted. One may see about some of the mills, awaiting the saw, not only logs of the ever valuable white pine, but Norway, hemlock, spruce and cedar, and among the hardwoods, oaks, black and white, maples hard and soft, birch, elm, ash and basswood. This last, almost as soft as pine, is taking its place to a considerable extent.

With the increased output has come a rapid increase in price so that lumber is selling at from two to five dollars higher per thousand than a year ago. One merchant was heard to remark: "We can sell everything we cut at practically our own figures. The only danger being that we will not ask enough."

Wages are higher. Immigration is very perceptibly on the increase. Houses for rent are at a premium. Your missionary, who will hereafter reside in Ashland, was given his choice of but three houses, not one of which was desirably located.

But progress in material things may not mean progress in spiritual things, yet we may hope that better times will be of advantage to the church. Certainly we should expect larger gifts for our Home Missionary work and a better support of the local church. Indications are not wanting in this direction. Several of our churches large and small have already increased their offerings. A new church building is underway at Medford, Eland has aspirations in the same direction, and Birnamwood has but recently raised over $320.00 to help liquidate a debt on its parsonage.

Nor is there wanting evidence of increased interest in Christian things. With every church manned and every man at his post it would be contrary to the scriptures were it otherwise. His word will not return to Him void. Hereafter it will be said even of the most unpromising fields: "Things are better than they used to be." Pessimists take heed.

Six weeks of the last two months were devoted to evangelistic work. Amery, Clear Lake and Eland were visited and two weeks spent in each place. One interesting feature of this work is the interest taken in the meetings by men. At Clear Lake and Eland this was quite marked. Not only would a good number attend the Sunday services but the weekday meetings as well, and especially a Sunday afternoon service held exclusively for them. The number that attend these special meetings is a surprise to everybody. I believe our men are thinking and more deeply interested in the things of God than outward appearances would seem to indicate and many, doubtless, who hear the truth with attention today will accept of it tomorrow and become devoted followers of the Saviour. But, "How shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach except they be sent ?"




་









Educational.




The Relation of Natural Science to Christian




Culture.




(Abstract of address by Prof. G. L. Collie, Beloit College, in the series "Why a Christian College," now in progress in the First Con gregational church of Beloit).

No factor has had a more important influence upon modern religious thought and teaching than the natural sciences and the scientific methods which they have introduced. The question of their bearing upon religious culture is therefore an important one. In treating of the relationship which we may suppose exists between science and religion one of the first questions that naturally arises is this, What is the nature of the relation? A common reply would be that it is hostile. It is commonly said that science has led to loss of confidence in religious teachings and traditions and has offered nothing in place. There is a wide spread feeling that it is dangerous therefore to teach science in a Christian college. This feeling, though a common one, has no real basis. The Christian institutions of our land. like Beloit college, have not hesitated to teach science and religion side by side, nor have the colleges lost strength or influence by such a course. Indeed it is a fair question whether Christian institutions are not the only ones that are of any valve in showing the relationship between science and religion, since they alone are hospitable to both of these great realms of truth, since they alone can or do bring the two realms together. The Christian colleges of the land are alone in the effort to show to the world that science may have most helpful relations to religious truth and to the culture that comes from a study of that truth.

One of the profoundest problems that confronts thinking men is the relation of the Creator to the world. How is God related to the universe? Has he left traces of Himself in the world, the study of which will reveal Him in a clearer light? If so, then science can by its interpretation of these traces be helpful to Christian culture. If, on the other hand, no such evidences of God's presence are to be found, or if they may be present, but uninterpretable by science, then science can be of little value to Christian culture. It is pretty generally agred among cicntists of the pre.ent day, that the Creator is a necessity, at least in the organizing and inception of the world. There are, from this point on, two main schools of belief. One, the Deistic, holds that God is not immanent in the present ongoing of the world, but that the world is a great mechanical contrivance that can go on of itself. The other, the Theistic school, holds that the Creator is actively engaged in the ongoing of the world. Whatever view we may adopt, this much is certain; God has had some part in the creation of the world, and He can be studied in His works. It is therefore a legitimate work of science to try to know of Him through His work.

Now it may well be asked, is any effort made among scientists ordinarily to thus find Him out? The answer must be an emphatic no. Among scientists there is a tendency to disregard everything but the mechanical aspects of the world. This is especially seen in the excessive modern development of specialization. This principle seeks after the material, and is very apt to lose sight of the vital. It does not tend to call out higher and deeper feelings, especially in the case of young students. Unless specialization is offset by influences which shall tend to neutralize its material characteristics, science cannot be a help to religion; it is so far a detriment. The Christian college offers such a corrective to the more material modes of science, because it strives as a part of its training, to draw the minds and hearts of its students away from the material to the higher and nobler aspirations of life. The college thus becomes an important factor in the relation between these two realms of thought, in that it not only brings them together, but supplies those influences that prevent the working out of dangerous tendencies in science and thus renders it helpful to the cause of Christian truth.

Again science may have most helpful relations to Christian culture. It renders this help in a twofold way. It can and does give us, if we will look for it, a clearer conception of the divine plan as exhibited in the creation of the world, and it gives man a better insight into nature; it enobles man's ideas of the world. This broadening and uplifting influence has had a favorable reaction upon the religious life of man. In this twofold way science is bearing most helpful relations to religious culture. The great development of science has called out that type of mind known as the scientific mind. This candid and clear type of mind has been of great importance to religion, especially in the investigations of biblical archaeology and the many questions that have arisen in modern times about the Bible and its credibility. Science has also aided Christian truth and culture in that it furnishes abundant illustrations, symbolical of spiritual truth and its inner workings and processes. The nature of religious life is better understood as we get a better insight into nature's life. It is reasonable to suppose that this is so, for there is the closest relationship between natural and spiritual law.
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Finally, science has aided religious views and teachings in that it has tended to liberalize them and make them less dogmatic. In doing this science has not detracted from the value of the Bible, but has rather made it more clear than it was in other days that the Bible has a distinctive place in the world. It may not be any longer a universal test-book on all subjects, but science has shown clearly that it does have one great and supreme work to do and that is to point out the way to God, clearly and absolutely. Science cannot do this work with certainty, and hence it has contributed powerfully to give the... Bible its unique place in the world.




GEO. L. COLLie.




Rev. and Mrs. William Stoddart, of Black Earth, celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their marriage last week. The Mazomanie Sickle says over two hundred people united in a reception which took place in the town hall. There were sixteen members of the family present representing five different states besides friends from Waukesha, Beloit, Madison and other places. A unique feature was two ten dollar gold coins, one of the date of 1849 and the other 1899, marking two exgold presented. Rev. John Taylor acting as toast master, tremes in time of this occasion in the seventy-five dollars in was responded to by Rev. Mrs. Williams, Revs. Rogers, Pinkerton, Miner, Stoddart, also William Stoddart, their son. High tributes were paid to Mr. and Mrs. Stoddart as citizens and home makers and to him as pastor of the Congregation: al church for seventeen years. Dr. and Mrs. Stoddart were formerly residents of Grant County and their many friends here will be pleased to hear that they have been so highly honored Platteville Witness.




了




After Eighty Years.




It was most fitting that Rev, and Mrs H. H. Benson, now living quietly at Wauwatosa, aged respectively, eighty-three and eighty, after a half century of memorable service to the. Kingdom in Wisconsin, should have been honored on April 21, by their friends in Wauwatosa and elsewhere, with a congratulatory reception. It was held in the beautiful church parlors at Wauwatosa, with a huudred guests, including a notable band of pioneers of the vicinity, Mrs. Prof. Blaisdell, and Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Merrill, of Beloit (the latter being their daughter), Mr. and Mrs. Benson, of Milwaukee, and Miss Benson, of Janesville. The parlors were tastefully garnished for the occasion, and floral tributes and festal joys helped to increase the joy.

Pastor J. W. Sutherland presided, old fashioned hymus were sung, and addresses full of pathos and humor were made by the pastor and Messrs. James Stickney, J. A. Warren and J. O. Meyers. The ladies of the church presented-through Mrs. E. B. Pares, a beautiful palm and jardiniere, to which Mr. Benson tenderly responded. These two good people are still in excellent health, and are enjoying an ideal sunset this side the clouds after a life of faith and steadfast service.

The Milwaukee Journal, of coincident date, furnishes the following brief sketch of their career:

Nearly fifty-five years ago Mr. Benson came to this state after a fourteen days' trip by boat from his native state, Vermont. He was born April 26, 1816, at Hinesborough, Vt.. where he received his early education. He attended the University of Vermont, at Burlington, graduated in 1838, and, after teaching a few years at Haverhill, N. H., and Hinesborough, took a theological course at Andover seminary, from which he graduated in 1844.

On Oct. 1, 1844, he married his first wife, and they came west on their bridal tour under a commission from the American Home Missionary society to labor "somewhere in Wisconsin." In Mr. Benson's own words: "We took the boat at Buffalo early in the week so that we would not be compelled to travel on the Sabbath, but the trip took longer than usual, and it was Saturday when we arrived off Sheboygan. We arrived at the port of Milwaukee very early Sunday morning. As the boat drew near the pier which extended out from the mouth of the river, Edward D. Holton, one of the earliest settlers in Milwaukee and a man whose vigorous morality tended to give the settlement a high tone, stepped to the gunwale and asked if there were any ministers on board. There were four or five. Negotiations followed which ended in my preaching that same morning at the Presbyterian church, afterwards the Plymouth Congregational church, in place of the Rev. J. J. Miter, who was ill. In the afternoon I preached for the Rev. A. L. Chapin, afterwards president of Beloit college, whose wife was ill. From that day for nearly fifty years I preached almost every Sabbath.

"The Rev. Stephen Peet was then secretary of the American Home Missionary society for this state, and that first week I rode with him through this very place to Prairieville, now Waukesha, and thence to Lake Geneva, where I preached the following Sunday. That week there was a convention of the Congregational and Presbyterian churches at Beloit and a request was sent thither to have me appointed to take charge of the church at Lake Geneva. I went there and stayed ten years. During my pastorate a new church replaced the little chapel and the church worshiped there for nearly fifty years." (Continued on page 111.)









Missions and Benevolence.




We are all agreed as to the necessity and value of missionary labor in the newly settled portions of our state. It is equally necessary in supporting feeble churches in the older settled parts of the state which are not otherwise supplied with gospel privileges. The rapid settlement of the northern part of the state calls for increasing labor and means. But is not the increasing wealth of the churches greater in proportion than the demand? The trouble is that Christian people do not increase their gifts as the Lord prospers them. They are rather hoping the time will come when the demand will be less.

The gifts, if anything above a nickel, or a half dollar at the most, are considered burdens. I fear there are many church members with good incomes, living in luxury, who think they have done generously when they have paid one dollar a year for Home Missions forgetting the difficulty with which many of small means and perhaps with no capital, gain and give their dollar. While it is important that every one gives, the larger gifts must be from those who have larger incomes. If, from every $1,000 income $5 could be given to Home mis-ions, or in that proportion, how soon our treasury would be full! And this is not too much. Most, if not all, of our ministry do this, and some do more.

The amount and per centage I fear would look very small. if not contemptible, beside the amount given to theaters and the like entertainments, to say nothing of the luxuries of the table. Then again, compare the amount given to the item of home expenses and fine houses in which the well-to-do now live. There is something radically wrong in the fact that the Christian benevolence is not increasing, while capital and revenue in the churches is largely on the increase.

The spirit of missions must be revived in our churches, in order to keep up home expenses and liberal giving in our churches. "The liberal soul shall be made fat" is a true proverb. Those who have must give.

This principle of giving must be most efficiently enforced from the pulpit. It is the best way for a minister to secure his salary.

Christian giving for missions should not be confined to the church members, and by no means is so contined. As a matter of philanthropy it is the most effective way of giving. Nothing is so valuable to the poor of any community, and especially in the newer settlements, as the social and spiritual influence of a minister and his family. Largely the more valuable social pleasures grow out of religious organizatious. It would seem as if our churches could not fail to rally to selfsupport the coming year. A. KIDDER.




Congregational Sunday-School and Publishing Society.

ABBREVIATED FROM ANNUAL REPORT BY REV. GEO. M. BOYNTON D D. SECRETARY AND Treasurer.

The 67th annual meeting of the society was held in Boston, April 17, 1899. It was with deep regret that the Boord of Directors were compeled to report to the society, the resignation of its honored and beloved President, Mr. Samuel B. Capen. The 17 years during which he has been its head, have been years of activity and growth along all its lines and in all its departments, The only mitigation of our regret is that he will still be Vice-President of the society and that we are sure he cannot lose interest in the work, or in those with whom he has been so long associated in it.

Rev. Willard Scott, D. D., of Worcester, Mass., has been elected to the Presidency to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. Capen.

Another important change, to facilitate matters, for our work is the office of Treasurer, Rev. George M. Boynton, D. D. 805 Congregational House, Boston, Mass., who has long served the society as its secretary, has now been elected as its treasurer. So that Dr. Boynton, is now both Secretary and Treasurer.




MISSIONARIES AND SUMMARY.




There have been 35 Missionaries and Superintendents in our large and enlarging field, during the year just closed. In addition to these, four correspondents have given us a portion of their time. These have been in the Southern field, where we formerly had one Superintendent.

In most of the states we have gone on steadily to fulfill our mission both among our native American and our foreignspeaking population. New fields have been canvassed and 432 new Sunday-school organizations effected, a considerable increase over the preceding year 1.209 schools have received aid during the year by means of 2 777 grants of literature. 156 schools have been organized. Over 1,600 different schools were visited. 339 Instituties conducted, over 7,000 addresses and sermons delivered. In accomplishing this work, more than 400,000 miles have been traveled.

During 1898, as reported by our papers, only 98 churches were added to our list, of these 30 grew from our Society's planting, and 48 were aided by us, either from the beginning or later in their Sunday school life. By this showing, one




third were planted by us, and more than half were otherwise enriched by our labors.




ALASKA.




The new mission to Alaska has been a feature of special in terest during the year in which it was begun. Mr. Wirt has carried into the new field the enterprise and enthusiasm which have marked his previous career. He has made many warm friends among the leading people of Juneau and Douglas. In Juneau he has started a peoples' work, with reading room, library and a pleasant Sunday afternoon service. At Douglas where there is no Protestant Christian work, he has organized a church of considerable strength, erected a building at a cost of $3,500, started a library and reading-room for the more than 1,000 men connected with the Treadwell Stamp Mills.




TEACHERS.




It is not more important to organize new schools than it is to take good care of those already organized. Visits, letters, messages, all legitimate means are used. Reorganization is as necessary as organization, especially in the most needy fields. People do not know how to set themselves at work, and need that some one should come and teach them all over again after a brief interval. The greatest need of the Sundayschool work, all over the land, is good teachers. This is more than good methods or a good intent. Good teachers do not grow save here and there; they must be trained, first to know, then to impart kno vledge. So one of the important functions of our superintendents is to start this training. They have no time to carry it out in minute detail, but they can do much by local institutes, by personal conference, and by example. Nearly 350 such meetings or series of meetings have been held by them during the year.




FINANCES.




The total receipts for the year amount to $57,898.38, which is $1,249.39 less than the preceding year. Two-thirds of this was the falling off in Children's Day receipts which were $20,309.37 for 1898. Our contributions from the living were $1,300.00 less than a year ago, and our legacies $3,000.00 less. This last being offset by the $3,000.00 received from the Business Department which we did not have a year ago.

About 45 per cent. of our receipts came through the Sundayschool. This is not by any means the peanies of the children. It is made up of their gifts, and those of those of their parents and of others who give through that channel. Only about 30 per cent. of our receipts come direct from the churches, while 10 per cent. come to us through the Woman's organizations, and about 5 per cent. from the Business Department.

CHILDREN'S DAY, SUNDAY, JUNE 11.

It is the day for all of our churches to give special attention to the Sunday-school. Make it a joyful day for all!

This is the time when it is expected that every church and school of our order will observe the day with appropriate exercises, including a sermon or address by the pastor especially adapted for the schol rs of his school. You cannot overestimate the importance of early training the rising generation for your future church; directing the lives of the scholars towards larger ideals for future usefulness and Christian character.

This is the day for you to take the annual offering of your school or church for the missionary work of our society in Wisconsin. All suitable material for such offering, including exercises and envelopes, furnished free upon application. Send your offering to the treasurer of the society, or to the state superintendent, Rev. Geo. G. Haun, 525 State St. Madi. son, Wis.




Obituary.




Mrs. Mary Lyman, wife of G. B. Lyman, died at her home in Sharon, April 7, at the age of seventy-seven years. During fifty-five of those years she has been a member of the church, always an enthusiastic worker in all the societies connected with it. She was also a member of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.

The floral tributes, laid upon the casket by loving friends, were many and beautiful, consisting of carnations, roses and Easter lilies, typical of the birth into the new life beyond.

Mrs. Lyman was a lovely woman in character and also in feature. She was one of those rare women whose soul shines through her face, and advancing years but added to her beauty and sweetness. The life of a true Christian was exemplified in her, and her family, friends and the community deeply mourn her loss.

Her husband, six sons and two daughters are left to feel the void of her loving presence.

Rev, F. M. Hubbell, of Belvidere conducted the funeral services.









Items from our Missionaries.

CULLED FROM THE ROUND-TABLE LETTER OF THE ANDOVER CLASS OF 1877.

Rev. Thos. D Christie, D. D., President of St. Paul College, Tarsus: "When the blast of this most righteous war blew in my cars and I thought of the flag as again in the field-the flag I stood under from '61 to '65-I was stirred as I have not been since I was eighteen. I wrote and offered my services in my old arm, the light artillery. I wrote also to my old general and personal friend, O. O. Howard, for work as chaplain or Red Cross helper. But, (as my friends said to me) the Spaniards evidently heard an old veteran was coming, and decided it was time to surrender!" ** "Our glorious country was never so glorious before, in my eyes. God bless her! All of us foreign missionaries are sturdy im perialists. We believe God is leading out our nation into a world-wide sphere of influence, for the putting down of wrong and the establishing of righteousness." *You will be interested to know that one of the few genu ne converts from Islam that I have known, fell in the charge on the San Juan hill. To us who knew him well there is a worth and majesty in his death. He himself, like Paul, had been a persecutor. And now he has died to put a stop to horrors like those he once participated in here. He and his dead comrades are martyrs, as truly as was the monk who died to put an end to gladiatorial combats.

Rev. J. H. Pettee, D. D., of Okayama, Japan: "After nearly eleven years of continued absence from America, among many marvelous changes noted, I have been most interested in the "lectrics," the revival of patriotism, rise of women's clubs, and a truer, deeper tone of spirituality among thoughtful Christians.

I am more than ever convinced that a prayerful life, in constant, conscientious, joyous touch vith God's Holy spirit, is the thing. Although friendly to every honest effort to interpret God's boundless truth, and acknowledging great indebtedness to some extremely liberal writers, I find myself increasingly conservative in my own constructive statement of belief, and more and more inclined to emphasize the awfulness of sin, and he consequent need of a divine Saviour, the leadership of Spirituality and the imperative necessity for a rigorous code of righteousness."

Rev. W. S. Ament, D. D., of Peking, China: "During the year I have travelled and visited churches in Ohio, Illinois Iowa, South Dakota, Wisconsin and several other states, and have journeyed about 5,000 miles in all. On the whole, I conclude that I would prefer to ride a donkey over the plains of China, take in the dust of the roads, and the fleas and “Bflats" at the inns rather than do deputation work in the homeland. Would that some gale of the Spirit might waken these churches into new life! I have had two months in which to recuperate, and now, fully restored and, I trust, in my right mind, I am going back to the dear people in Sinim.
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These are days of great achievements! Prosperity echoes from every hilltop and through every valley of our great commonwealth, and God is blessing us with unprecedented opportunities for proving our allegiance to Him. We love our state, for its history is eloquent wit. nobleness, but there are yet wildernesses where the Rose of Sharon must bloom, and waste places which must be made glad by the refreshing flow of the River of Life. More largely than any other force, the Congregational Home Missionary Society has contributed to the high plane of prosperity and honor we, as a state, have achieved. And yet, during the past year, with all our need, we contributed to the support of this work but a little over $10,000. At the last State convention at Sparta it was voted unanimously to lift the burden of Home Missions in Northern Wisconsin from the National Society, and that the entire state become self-supporting. This can be done only by the united effort of us all, and it will require at least $18,000. The plan is simply this: Each member of onr Congregational churches in the state, to give at least 2 cents a week, or $1 for the year-of course there are many who can and will give much more than that. But we urge that each member, (others invited to co-operate with us,) give this year at least $1.00 to this work. Let us make heroic self-sacrifice for Christ and Wisconsin. Let us do another heroic service for the Master and the Kingdom.

If any of you to whom this note comes, prefer to hand your gift to the pastor, you may do so in the envelope enclosed. If not, please make your contribution in it next Sunday morning.

In 1894-our largest Home Missionary gift-(from all sources) was $134.00. Last year it was $147.00 but the larger part of it was from private gifts.

May we not this year-each one give unto Christ, that which belongs to Him, and keep nothing back. Your affectionate pastor, Victor F. Brown.




Walworth County S. S. Association.




At the Sunday-school convention held in Elkhorn the 19th and 20th of April, many interesting papers of successful teachers were read. The week day work of the teacher was well elucidated in one of the papers; the importance of teaching just what the scriptures mean, in another; work for early conversions, in another, and in fact every paper brought out clearly important ideas.

The equipment of a good teacher was dwelt upon, and while many things beside are desired, it was conceded that knowledge is most important. Next and very close to that is the every day life of the teacher. The practice of making popular people superintendents or teachers, regardless of proven high enduring principles, was strongly condemned..

The need of Normal Sunday-school work in our state was well set forth by the state secretary. James Elmunds. He said more than 3,500 Illinois Sunday school teachers had been awarded Normal diplomas. The Sunday-school is the nursery, the most important part of the church. Does not Wisconsin need trained teachers for it?

Pease's Sunday school Teacher's Normal Course can be had by sending 35 cents to Fleming H. Revell, Pub., Chicago, Ill. It will probably take ten weeks to study it. Examination questions can be obtained of J. G. Drew, president of State S. S. Association, Waukesha. The Board, on 75 per cent. markings, grant diplomas. Let every live teacher send for the book. Get, if possible, a few acquaintances to enter upon the study with you.

Most prominent Sunday school questions were touched upon. A large number of Baptist, Methodist and Congregational ministers took part in able discussions. A Walworth Co. S. S. Association was formed. M. E. L.




Personal.




Rev. Dr. Alex. H. Thain, of the Advance, has been secured to give the commencement address before the Christian associations of Ripon College. His daughter, Miss Jessie Thain, is a successful teacher in that institution.




President Flagg, of Ripon, will spend the month of May in New England, in the interests of the college.

Dr. E. F. Williams, of Chicago, has just concluded a series of lectures to the Beloit College Seniors, on "The History of Ethics," said by the Round Table to be "one of the pleasantest as well as most profitable parts of the year's work." Dr. Williams preached one Sunday at vespers, on "Christ as the Life," and at the reception given the Seniors by Pres. and Mrs. Eaton, gave a parlor talk on The Character of Bismarck.

Rev. E. P. Salmon, at a recent vesper service in the Beloit chapel, spoke on Henry Drummond. The Round Table calls the address one of the most interesting and instructive ever heard in the chapel.

The Greek play at Beloit, occurs on May 19. That at Ripon during Commencement week.

Pres. and Mrs. Eaton were lately called east by the serious illness of their youngest child.

In the late contest between the Ripon "preps" and the Wayland academy students, Ripon won first and second honors, in the persons of R. W. Griffith and O. L. Stinson. Three of the declaimers expressed their appreciation of the elocutionary drill received from Mrs. Harriet C. Saunderson, in presenting to her an elegant picture.

The Conservatory Concert course at Ripon is to be closed May 15th with a testimonial concert, by local talent, in view of the enterprise and unstinted expenditure of time and money by the head of the department, Prof. Geo. Frederic Lane.

At the funeral of Lieut. Elwin A. Harting. U. S. A-who was drowned at Pasig, Manilla, some months ago,-held in the Armory at Fond du Lac, Pastor Holbrook was assisted by Rev. W. A. Lyman of Pierre, S. D., of whose Endeavor Society and church Lieut. Harting had been a deeply valued member. He was a Sunday-school boy at Fond du Lac, where his family still reside.

Mr. Lyman has since visited his son in Beloit College.

In the recent Y. P. S. C. E convention of Southern Wisconsin, Peloit men took a prominent part. Rev S. P. Wilder, '71, gave the principal address on the subject, "The Relation of the C. E. to Intellectual and Spiritual Culture." C. H. Sedgwick, '99 gave a "splendid talk"o "Suggestions for Christian Citizenship Committees." B. F. Martin, with '00 in the Academy, conducted the closing service of the association. In the elec tion of officers, Seth W. Gregory, '93, was re-elected President, and B. F. Martin was elected district chairman of the Lookout Committee.-Round Table,
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Life in Our Churches.




Appleton-Rev. F. T. Rouse, pastor. The new pastor began his service here upon the last Sabbath of April with an enthusiastic reception. A cordial welcome is also extended by the entire family of Our Church Life, which counts upon him for large and co-operative leadership in the things of the Kingdom for Wisconsin and the regions beyond. The Appleton people, after hearing his initial sermons, are confident they have made no mistake.

A fine parsonage has been purchased and is being put in attractive condition for the family that comes later. The services of the church have been maintained vigorously during the interim, with the aid of supplies, by pastor's assistant, Mr. Will Wescott, who deserves much credit for his excellent service throughout. His fine musical ability adds to his effectiveness. Upon a recent missionary Sabbath, Secretary Carter spoke to the two flourishing Mission Sabbath Schools in the afternoon, as well as to the large home Sabbath school, besides preaching morning and evening.

Ashland-Rev. Arthur G. Beach, pastor of this church, has taken the Academy burden on his shoulders, as temporary principal in its hour of emergency, but now gives place to the newly welcomed principal, Mr. Melmon J. Fenenga, of the Chicago Seminary class of 1899, who seems to be specially adapted to this important work. Mr. Fenenga is a graduate of Yankton College, S. D., and speaks several Norse languages as well as German and English.

Birnamwood-Rev. J. L. Smith, pastor. The parsonage debt has been appreciably diminished with the aid of Brother Whitelaw.

Clark County-Rev. John Willan, missionary. Special meetings have been held at Curtiss, Irvington, Hewettville and Bobbs Mills during the last quarter, with good results. At Bobbs Mills plans are on foot to build a new meeting house. Brother Willan has preached at 21 different places, traveling 1,043 miles in February and March with his team, in spite of the intense cold most of that time.

Cumberland-Rev. W. T. Ream, pastor. Monday evening, April 10, Rev. J. W. Frizzell, of Eau Claire, delivered a lecture on "Show and Substance," in the church, under the management of the Men's Sunday Evening ciub. This lecture was one of a course of free entertainments which the Club has been giving to the public and was highly appreciated and enjoyed by all those who heard it. It was a profound, popular and intensely interesting discourse on the unseen forces which underlie the phenomena of nature, of history and of individual life, and proved a moral and spiritual inspiration and uplift to the people. The Club and public are deeply grateful to Mr. Frizzell for his generosity in leaving his large parish with its innumerable duties; to help the good cause along here without any remuneration.

Depere-Rev. W. J. Stewart, pastor. Mr. Stewart maintains this work with great acceptableness upon the Sabbaths, while taking a course of study at Ripon College. He and his wife give their full time to the field during the summer. Few Sunday-schools are so well supplied with banners (beautiful ones, introduced by Pastor Keene) as helps to "best attendance," "largest contribution," etc, etc. Here and at the Appleton Sunday school, Seeretary Carter was struck with the large porportionate attendance of the younger members of the Sunday-school upon the morning service-encouraged by a public count and a record of such attendance.

Eagle River-Rev. H. C. Todd, pastor. After ten years, with no real vacation, the pastor rusticates for a time in the woods near by, preaching Sundays and keeping an eye on the "general work, while leaving a portion of the labor and care to others, for their good and his own.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. Jan. 1 we received four, and April 2, six into membership, making ten in three months, all but one on profession. April 2 was a day of rejoicing for us. In the mornin; we had reception of memberssix of our Sunday-school scholars uniting with the church, after which we had communion, the Easter sermon preceding the reception. In the evening the Sunday-school rendered an Easter exercise which was pronounced by our local paper to be "a grand success.' April 5, the annual meeting, with supper, roll-call and a short program in the evening. The work is moving nicely and prospects are good for better work in the future.
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Eland-Rev. J. L. Smith, pastor. With the aid of District Missionary Whitelaw special meetings of profit were held in April, and an impetus given to the movement for the greatly needed building.

Elroy-Pastor, Rev. W. M. Ellis. The La Crosse District convention met with this church May 9-10. The congregation is moving to build or buy a parsonage. The Dorcas society is raising a fund for this object. The Y. P. S. C. E. social for the Wis. H. M. Society netted $5.00. The pastor has begun again five minute object sermons for the younger folks before the regular morning sermon.

Emerald Grove-Rev. C. W. Dennis, pastor. The church has given its pastor a call to continue another year. Severe sickness in the pastor's family for the past few months, besides the deaths of the fathers of both pastor and wife in the winter have somewhat interfered with the church work, but with coming spring, health is being restored and the outlook
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is more hopeful. The pastor's only son, Irving, has received a call to enter the ministry and is contemplating a course in seminary at Oberlin at the beginning of its next year.

The Ladies' Aid Society has elected its officers for the coming year and plans are being made for the year's work. New hymn books have been put into the Sunday-school for its use and also for the church service. The C. E. is taking on new life with song service and enthusiastic leadership. Death has been thinuing our ranks but God will raise up others to take the place of those who have fallen, and His own glorious work will go on.
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Hammond.-Rev W. H. Atcheson, pastor, (of Baldwin.) A rainy Sunday evening, and consequent small congregation, did not seriously interfere with the Home Missionary offering planned; since, wisely, a personal canvass had been made by Mrs. Geo. Wright, who was ready to render a gratifying reLa Crosse.-Rev. Henry Faville, pastor. This church port.

shelters the Federation of Woman's Societies under a Woman's Union, with its various departments of work, such as mission, social, sewing, etc. A men's class, numbering 20, has lately been formed in the Sunday school.

After securing the opinions of 100 laymen upon the theme, by means of a circular letter, the pastor lately spoke upon "defects in modern preaching." Missionary Concerts are steadily cultivated.

Menasha-Rev. A. E. Leonord, pastor. The Boys' Choir Club held its Easter services with a fine program in the evening, and has since had its third annual banquet. It is now led and managed locally and continues with undiminished interest. There is no better way to hold the boys. Pastor Leonard's first year has been remarkably fruitful and acceptable. Medford,-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor. A neat card announces Sunday evening themes at the "People's Congregational Church," in two alternating series, 1, "A critical examination of Christian Beliefs," 2, "Christianity Practically Applied." Among the former are "Is there a God?" "What is the Bible?" "Is Christ Divine?" "What is Man?" "Is there a Future Life?" "Is there a Substitute for Christianity?" The other series is "Christianity and the Home," "The Christian Sabbath," "Christianity and Business," "Christianity and the Labor Problem, ""Christianity and Education," "Christianity and Temperance," "Christian Patriotism."

Milwaukee Pilgrim-Rev. L. H. Keller, pastor, lately come to the field, reports an encouraging future for the work. Ten accessions to membership expected at the May Communion. A reception was recently given to a venerable and beloved veteran, Mr. Silas Chapman.

New Richmond-Rev. A. D. Adams, pastor. That extremes sometimes meet was illustrated April 9, when in order to reach the afternoon appointment, five miles out, at Star Prairie (a thriving village,) Pastor Adams and Secretary Carter rode one mile on wheels in mud, and four miles with runners on a solid snow road from one to three feet high, with snow from fence to fence, too deep for teams to pass except at switches. Even then the fields were bare and the warm days following with the floods at that time crossing the snowbanks, undoubtedly ended the sleighing of the season speedily. It has been a winter of deep snow in our northwestern territory, thin but good sleighing in the northeast from November to April, and no snow to speak of at the southern portion of the state. Cold has been generally and generously distributed.

Platteville.-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. Five members by letter and fifteen on confession of faith, were received on Easter Sunday as a result of making the preceding Sunday a decision day in the Congregation and Sunday school.

Potosi.-Rev. Aaron Breeze pastor. Easter services were well attended when the pastor preached on "The risen Christ and the Christian's Hope." April 6th the C. E. Societies gave a sociable realizing $33.35. April 9, a collection taken at British Hollow for the A. M. A. realized $7.85. Larger congregations than ever assemble to hear the word preached. Every branch of church work is in a healthy condition.

Prescott-Rev. Herman Obenhans, pastor-the oldest church of our order in the northwest, is renewing her strength. Easter Sunday witnessed the reception into the church of fifteen persons, making a total addition of twenty-two members since the opening of the year. All have been received upon confession of faith. During its present pastorate of a year and a half the church has more than doubled its membership at the beginning, notwithstanding losses by death and removals, 52 persons being admitted. A spirit of hopefulness and harmony pervades. Other accessions are expected in the near future.

Roberts.-Rev. J. H. Parsons, pastor. The Christian Endeavorers maintained the evening service, thus leaving the pastor's full strength for the large morning congregation that fills the house, and for a similar congregation at Kinnickinnic, 7 miles out, in the afternoon.

Rio and Wyocena.-The Pastor, Rev. G. H. Marsh, was welcomed by large audiences on his return from a trip through Europe, Egypt and Palestine. The church in Rio was tastefully decorated with floral greetings, and an elaborate program bearing on the pastor's return made the welcome more real. Both churches are out of debt and in a better condition, financially than at any previous time,









Sharon.-Rev. Howell Davies, D. D., psstor of this church has been quite ill for several weeks, but is now getting better and hopes soon to be able to resume his duties.




Spring Valley-Pierce County-Rev. Wm. Short, pastor. Eau Claire convention, the earliest of our ten district conventions for this season, was held with this church, May 1-2. The fine new building, occupied since last December, was formally dedicated in connection with the convention. A full report, with cut of the building, may be expected in our next issue.




Two Rivers and Two Creeks.Rev. J. N. Davidson, pastor. These associated churches, or practically one church in two places, with two buildings, show the steady and solid growth which may be obtained under a steady, self-forgetful, intelligent pastorate of continuous years. Pastor Davidson presents his people a pointed "account of stewardship," covering 6 years, 18931899, full of interesting details-with much of the best details omitted. Six persons entered into covenant on a recent Sunday and eleven within a fortnight. During these years 53 have been received. The total présent membership is 63-51 resident, of whom 28 are men or boys. 30 of them come on confession of faith, of whom 17 are men or boys Services are also instituted at Kings Bridge, where a local Sunday school is superintended. There are two flourishing Endeavor societies under this bishoprick. Two men could find employment on this field.




Viroqua-Rev. J. A. Stemen, pastor. The church and society sat down-one hundred strong-to a banquet furnished by the ladies for the annual meeting, on April 14. Reports from all departments showed prosperous conditions. Present membership 150, with 32 additions during the year. Mrs. O. B. Wyman effectively superintends the large Sundayschool. The Endeavor Society enrolls 80, and chronicles $225 receipts. The Ladies' Aid Society has gathered in $500. The Missionary Society reveals a vigorous life, with large meetings and interesting programs. About $2,300 have been secured for all departments of work, and the debt is fast disappearing. Following the elections there were toasts upon "The Church's Right Hand;" specifically the Financial finger, response by Mr. W. C. Nichols; the Religious finger, Rev. Wm. Haughton; the Social finger, Mayor L. C. Boyle; the Missionary finger, Gen. Rogers; the Educational finger, Supt. Wilkins; and Our Ladies, Our Helpers, by Mrs. Coffland. The Viroqua papers publish Pastor Stemen's address on Easter day before the Knights Templar, on "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews."




Wauwatosa-Rev. John W. Sutherland, pastor. Receptions to veterans seem to be in the air. In addition to the one elsewhere reported, given April 21, to Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Benson, the Young folks "received" the other day, all in the church who have been in the harness in Wauwatosa for thirty years or more. Fully 200 people were present and "radiantly happy.' The president of the Y. P. S. C. E. made an address of weleonie.

A weekly church bulletin is issued on Sundays.

Mrs. J. A. Warren, a lifelong friend of missions, lately deceased, has bequeathed $300 each to the A. M. A., W. B. M. I., and Wis. H. M. S.

This church was to entertain the Milwaukee Congregational club May 9, and enjoy an address on "Heroes in Homespun, or The Mountain Whites,"
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by Rev, W. E. Barton. D. D., of Oak Park, Ill.




Continued from Page 107

The salary of Mr. Benson in his first parish was $400 a year and that was never fully paid. The church increased in membership, however, and became a strong center of religious life. From th.re he went to the Congregational church at Appleton, where he stayed four years, thence to Waupun, where he served two years. Then, after four years with the Presbyterian church of Mineral Point he moved his family to Beloit and enlisted in the volunteer army as chaplain of the Tenth Wisconsin infantry. In November, 1864, the regi ment was mustered out at Milwaukee and Mr. Benson became connected with the Freedmen's Aid commission and later the American Missionary association, living at Beloit for sixteen years. His work then was raising funds and teachers for the enlightenment of the freedmen in the south.

For three years Mr. Benson left the state of his earliest endeavors and became interested in the work of the American Bible society in Indiana, becoming the dis. sec. of that organization for that state. Then, after 2 years' labor with the Presbyterian church of Richland Center, Wis., he spent four years caring for the spiritual wants of three separate churches, the Congregational at Rio and Wyocena and the Presbyterian church at Pardeeville. Then he spent a short period in California, where he went to visit his daughter, Mrs. C. D. Merrill, now of Beloit, during which time he preached at Pleasanton, Cal. He then lived in Milwaukee for three years and then took charge of the Presbyterian church at Barton, near West Bend, where he remained four years. closed his active ministerial labors, and he settled at Wauwatosa at the age of 75 years, and is greatly honored and loved by the church people there.




This




Mr. Benson married Mrs. S. H. Adams at Chicago, in 1852. She was brought up at Conway, Mass. Four children blessed the union, three of whom are now living, Francis H. Benson, of Janesville, Mrs. Sarah Merrill, of Beloit, and Edward Benson, an attorney in this city. Another son, Charles H. Penson, is dead.

Mrs. Benson related a most interesting story of early Wisconsin life. She attended a convention at Beaver Dam and left there in company with one of the good men of the state to go to Green Bay, where she was teaching school. The roads were very bad and it was with the utmost difficulty that progress could be made. Rains were almost incessant and the carriage was mired several times. When they reached the spot where Kaukauna now is-it was then a howling wilderness-the rig broke down and Mrs. Benson was forced to sit all night alone in the woods and in the rain while the good man went ahead for a sistance, An ox-team came to help




was




them out and although the start was made early Monday morning_it Saturday night before Green Bay was reached.

Mr. Benson has a clear remembrance of Milwaukee in the early days. There was a floating bridge, he says, where the West Water street structure is now erected. It was pulled aside to al low vessels to pass up the river. Between the place where the stores on East Water and Wisconsin streets are now, and the South side, there was a long stretch of country which was un. inhabited. It was marshy land and called "the Slough." His first Sunday in Wisconsin, Mr. Benson stayed at the home of the Rev. Mr. Miter, about where the Juneau statue now stands in Juneau park.




Diamond Anniversary

OF THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION TO BE HELD IN PHILADELPHIA IN MAY.

Much interest is being developed in this great National Society as the occasion of its 75th anniversary ap proaches.

Meetings will be held in the Academy of Music on May 24th and 25th, at which addresses will be made by the following eminent speakers, representing the varied interests which are served by the work of this society:

D. L. Moody, the well-known evangelist, Rev. Dr. A. F. Schauffler, of New York, Rev. J. M. Crowell, D. D., of Philadelphia, the Rev. Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D, successor of Henry Ward Beecher in Plymouth Pulpit, Rev. E W. Rice, D. D., of Philadelphia, Rev. Russell H. Conwell, D. D., of Philadelphia. Rev. Dr. E. K. Bell, of Mansfield, O., Rev. Addison P. Foster, D. D, of Boston, Rev. Henry Clay Trumbull, D. D., editor Sunday school Times, E. P. Bancroft, of New York, W. E. Dodge, of New York, W. A, Hillis, of Ohio, Rear Admiral J. W. Phillip, U. S. N., F. G. Ensign, of Chicago. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, U. S. A.. Morris K. Jesup, of New York, the president of the society, Rev, J. H. McCullagh, of Kentucky, W. L. DeGroff, of Kansas, Rev. W. R King, of St. Louis, Mo., Rufus M. Jones, editor American Friend, Pailadelphia, Rev. Theodore Cuyler, D. D., of Brooklyn and others.

Mr. H. H. McGranahan, with the assistance of the Philadelphia Choral Union and other singers, consisting of 600 voices, will have charge of the music.

Persons wishing to make inquiries concerning this anniversary, may address any member of the Committee at 1122 Chestnut street, Philadelphia.




A Late Conundrum. What is the difference between a head of black hair and a bald head? One is ...etted and the other is knit.-For fuller explanations correspond with the Beloit office,









Wilwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE,




WIS.




Endowed for the higher education of




women.




Will Reopen Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.
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sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges, in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




Full Four Year College Courses lead- THE BREEZE PRINTING CO.. Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. Seminary, Four Year College Preparrtory Courses, Ancient and Modern Classical and English; accredited by the best Universities and Colleges of the West and the East.

Native Teachers of German and French

Music Department directed by

EMIL LIEBLING

Art, Elocution, Physical Training,

MISS E. C. SABIN, President
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THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and work. It will make a WIS., specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit courses, or those of any courses of study. other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to tear h.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal,
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IS A




other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents baving daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with wide range of electives, leading to the degrees of A.B., Ph.B. and B.S.




San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- Its Aim




pal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. MCCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT
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COTTAGE TO RENT TOPIC Cards

To rent, for a part of the summer, a seven-room furnished cot tage on Madeleine Island, Wis Desirable location. Use of new boat included.

For teins and furt her particulars, inquire of

MRS. THOS. G. GRASSIE, 280-35th St. Milwaukee, Wis.




WANTED-Reliable men who can put in

either all or a part of their time, to take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL Co. Cleveland, Ohio.









FOR









BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLES UNIONS, CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETIES, EPWORTH LEAGUES.




Topic Cards for above named

100 Societies printed of good brist ol

board, with topics references, leaders, officers, committees, for six months, also the pledge. Name of church, place and time of meeting. Sent prepaid to any place in the United States for




100




$1.25




Pledge cards for the above society printed to order on good bristol board and sent prepaid for




250




50c




Envelops with corner card, and 250 Note Heads with corner card and date line printed in neat and latest design for and sent prepaid to address for only........




your




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and anufa cturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers can find excellent locations for, Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




$2.00 WATER WORKS PLANTS




Brandon, Wis.
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CONSTRUCTED




In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.
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COPYRIGHTS &C. Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C




Samples on application

M. C. SHORT,




Fine Art Printer.
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To

Our

Church

Life.











VOL. 5.




MENASHA, JUNE, 1899.




NO. 8.




Wisconsin and the World King- crowd of parents, schoolmates and friends. No




dom.




Editor J. A. Adams, of The Advance, makes a caustic and considerably logical thrust in his last paper, at Dr. Mackenzie's warm defense, before the Illinois State association, of the "thoroughly orthodox and evangelical teaching" in Chicago Seminary. We are not hunting heresy, but we are unable to see how anyone taking the view that the birth of Jesus Christ was not by supernatural means, and that Jesus had no real, but only an "ideal" preexistence, can regard himself as consistently qualified to instruct young men for the Congregational ministry. He has unquestioned right to his belief but it is hard to get round the cogency of Dr. Adam's arguments: "If any man believes these things, I do not wish to take away his liberty to teach them, but let him not exercise his liberty at the expense of those who do not believe them." ** "No man has a right to a Congregational salary for teaching Unitarian doctrines."




*




*




By the latest Sunday-school statistics, presented at the Georgia convention, Wisconsin advances nearly a quarter of a million in its total of Sunday-school enrollment, from the old guess-work estimate (which we have doubted for several years) of 250, 000 to 470,497, including 447,617 pupils and nearly 29,000 teachers and officers. If this be correct, only five states in the union stand in advance of us; namely, Illinois, Indiana, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. These later figures imply that about 67.2 per cent. of our school population are in Sunday-school, and if, from the total were eliminated thousands of children between four and six, too young to attend Sunday-school, and the low government estimate of 50,000 in parochial schools, the proportion would be much more encouraging. Our Sunday-school opportunity is certainly a large one. Is our use of the opportunity wholly adequate and as intelligent as it should be?




*
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such indulgent audiences to address, no such halo and fascination of flower-garlands and June skies and verdure, of dainty gowns and natty suits, of student caps and gowns, of festivities and engagements manifold, of exuberant arguments and eloquent perorations, of smiles and tears and dreams and goodbyes and hopes and tremblings and applause and gifts and kisses! No such hour ever comes again. God bless them all! From High school, academy and colleges, may the graduates go forth with full hearts, with faith, honor and high aims to a noble destiny, to make better homes, better society, better literature, better public service, higher patriotism, loftier ideals of manhood and womanhood than any seen before!




*




"The man with the hoe" is again going the round. He has been employed variously before; though, in Millet's picture, whatever he intended, the man seems either gladly out of a job or seriously disgusted with his hoe, like a "weary Willie." Just now, however, he is getting unusual and pathetic prestige through Edwin Markham's poem, which takes society severely to task for his "stolid and stunted" posture, his "brutal jaw," his "brow slanted back" and the "light blown out within his brain"; and the poet somewhat bitterly wants to know who did it.

Well, the man with the hoe is just as goodwhen he wants to be-as the man with the pen or with the sword or the scalpel, or the yard stick or the engine.

If the man with the hoe wants the place of "the master and the lord," how would it do to stop leaning on the hoe and gazing into vacancy and show how briskly he can make it cut weeds? It is just possible that he is "bowed" less "with the weight of centuries,, just now than for lack of backbone, and a disposition to achieve and to believe that "he that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much." And as to his physical poise, and even moral stature, perhaps he did it himself. Perhaps beer did it. Even if he wishes. to take his ease and have somewhat to lean on, he might have the gumption just to cut a new stick, and give his hoe a longer handle that would straighten up his back.

There are some who feel that if he would stop leaning on the hoe-handle, and gazing at the clouds, and think himself "plundered, profaned and disinherited," and get right at the dirt for a while with a will, he might "be happy yet," and in time come to look more like a son of God; and perhaps soon have some nobler implement to work with, in some less stony field, himself proprietor.









EDITORIAL.




The Church and the People.

It is a common cry today that the church is losing its power to win and to hold the people. Doubtless there is much exaggeration connected with the outcry. There are always many who are on the lookout for signs of decline. But the complaint is so wide-spread and so persistent, and is backed by such an array of statistics, that it cannot be set aside as groundless. Nor can the church afford to rest in the security of a divine right to existence. Its only credentials are its fitness to promote the interests of the Kingdom and its capacity to grow with the process of the suns. This charge against the church is met in various ways. It is explained by the rush of modern life, the multiplicity of other demands and interests, the tendency to secularization of life, the decline of the impulse of worship, the increased number of social organizations, such as secret societies with their fraternal spirit, industrial brotherhoods, etc. All these things are said to detract from the attention given to the church. It is no longer the central object of interest. Other things stand beside it and bid fair to supplant it.

But perhaps the most common explanation given, at least from within the church, is this: the failure to preach the old gospel. By this is meant the gospel that was preached with such power and success fifty or a hundred years ago; the long accepted way of presenting the teaching and life and death of Christ; a gospel that rests upon a certain theory of inspiration and a certain interpretation of the atonement. This explanation is based upon the idea that the gospel has no relation to the progress of history. Men may come and men may go but the gospel is a fixed thing and no new light on it is possible.

There is doubtless much truth in this explanation. It is a time of transition. The stability of things has been destroyed. Men are reaching out after something new, and all sorts of things are preached. Churches have been made into ethical clubs. Men are preaching a gospel without any life in it. Hence it is natural that there should be a demand for the old gospel, the old Bible, the old preaching that was definite and clear. But looking deeper into the signs of the times may we not say, with all reverance for the old presentation of the truth, that the real cause of the church's decline in power is due to a failure to grasp the new gospel and to preach it, not as subversive of the old cherished ideas, but simply as the truth, God's latest forward step in his neverending self-revelation?

There are three things that the church cannot afford to ignore or combat. They are the modern reconstruction of the Bible, the re-interpretation of doctrine in the light of evolution, and socialism in the best sense of that word. The preaching




that is to reach thinking people today must rest on these truths.

Slowly but surely criticism has swung the Bible into modern ways of thinking. It has made the Bible a book of today. It has made it possible for a conscientious, thinking man to harmonize his faith and his reason. It has preserved the Bible for us as a book of religious experience as well as a book of religious history. It has shown the progress of God in it. It has vindicated scientifically its genuine inspiration, and spiritualized it. Yet the church has set its face against this work of reconstruction. It is decried and derided and declared to be a sort of vandalism. And the earnest man, trained in modern methods, is puzzled, comes to regard the church as anchored to the past, and seeks to find his spiritual lite through other mediums.

Similarly evolution, as God's method in creation and providence, has become the universally accepted theory of science. This theory has entered into modern thought and life. It underlies the writing of fiction, history, politics. It is the basis of the teaching in the public school, the academy, the college and the university. It is inbred into the rising generation. Yet in the Sunday-school it is denied by teachers who usually do not comprehend it. It is jeered at by many preachers who have not taken the pains to study it. It is stigmatized as opposed to the word of God. And what is the result? The Sunday-school is regarded as well enough for children, and the church is left to the women. The Sunday-school and the church belong to one world and education and enlightenment to another.

Socialism too has its tap-root in the teaching and living of Christ. It is applied Christianity. It is the latest and most splendid evidence of the perennial vigor of the spirit of Christ in the world. Yet too many churches stand aloof from it and cry "anarchy."

The evils of a period of transition are unavoidable. The extravagances of the new movement can only be deplored. But is the church to find its power to reach and minister to men in this age other than in welcoming the new light? Ought not the preacher to be its prophet? Let him go to men with the old Bible newly interpreted. Let him preach the gospel in the language of today. Let him hold up Christ as the inspirer of all that is best in modern social movements. And after the smoke of this unsettled time of conflict has cleared away, the church will be seen to have recovered its power and the preacher his heart




touch with men.




Too Many?




A. G. BEACH.




A correspondent writes: "Too many ministers?" Yes, of the kind that won't preach for less than one thousand dollars per year. Why shouldn't young men work up a field just as young lawyers or physicians work up a practice?
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New Spring Valley Church.

Plans for the building (the north elevation of which appears iu our frontispiece cut) were drawn by Messrs. Stephenson and Greene, architects of the C. C. B. S., and the ground plan of the building is fifty feet square. The location being on a hill side made possible a full basement for parlors, etc., all principal rooms in which should be wholly above ground.

Entering on the main floor, under the porch shown in cut, one steps into a vestibule 8x16 feet. The ceiling is so arranged at different hights that the room is divided equally, one half forming an entrance to the audience room, the other to the lecture-room and basement.

Directly ahead are double, felt-covered doors, leading into the audience room, the large rear windows of which appear in cut. This room is 34x45 feet, with pulpit recess. The roof is of the king-post construction, supported on trusses with exposed timbers; posts 12 feet, ceiling line following slope of rafters and carried across 18 feet above floor. The ceiling is panelled in native wood, with oil finish, the square timbers being painted a light color. The walls are tinted. The glazing on this floor is in light tints of cathedral glass. The choir space is to the right of the pulpit

on main floor level with a small minister's room to the left. All furnishings are in antique oakpulpit set and communion table being from Retting & Sweet, of Grand Rapids, and the pews made on the ground by the foreman of the building, Mr. H. J. Hanson, from native oak. Secretary Taintor pronounced these fully equal in form and construction to the "trust product," at a considerable saving to the church.

To the left and forward of the pulpit are folding doors filling a space 9x17 feet, leading into the lecture-room in the west elevation of the building. This room is 15x26 feet, with 12 feet ceiling, is seated with chairs, and can be made part of audience room. These rooms combined will comfortably seat 300 people. Shelves for a small library are built in a recess at the side of the large threeflue chimney. From the rear of the lecture room, double doors lead into the vestibule at entrance. Going down the stairway from the vestibule, one comes into a roomy central hallway, (large enough to be used as a dining room when desired) lighted from surrounding rooms by sash-doors. Off the north end of this room are cloak and coat rooms, windows of which are shown in cut-the west two in the front basement elevation. From either end of the east side of the hall, double doors lead to large reception rooms on ground level, and occupy the entire east side of this floor, light and airy. These may be thrown together by folding doors, 76 by 12 feet. From the southwest corner of central hallway a door leads to a kitchen 14x14 feet, with cupboards built into the wall and store-room opening off. In the south end of the basement, opening from the kitchen, are furnace and wood rooms, with outside door open




ing on a level. These rooms have besides this rear entrance, an outside front entrarce at the northeast corner, to be covered by a neat porch, one corner of which (if finished) should appear in cut. Both floors of the building are heated by our wood furnace of large capacity, with fresh air duct and ventilating flues. One room below and the lecture-room above are so arranged that they may be heated by stoves if desired.

All rooms are lighted from the ceilings with new light. In the audience room these are suspended pattern "Liberty" lamps, giving a brilliant white from the center of panels and are counter-balanced by weights above ceiling.

The materials in the building are mostly native. The stone for walls and sills is from quarries near at hand. Dimension timbers and lumber, siding, etc., are nearly all from neighboring woods, floors being of birch. The construction is very substantial.

Ground was broken for the building April 23, of last year. The superstructure was occupied Dec. 4 with a week's services, Secretaries Carter derson, of the state Y. M. C. A., being present on Haun and Dr. Geo. R. Leavitt, and Mr. F. E. Andifferent days. The parlors were first occupied for the Eau Claire convention May 1 and 2, the building being dedicated on the evening of the 2nd, with sermon by Secretary Taintor.

The building, as it stands, with insurance for three years, cost $3,025. One thousand of this was furnished by the Building Society. One hundred was the gift of the First church of Eau Claire. The remainder was subscribed in cash, work and materials on the ground, the church being free from debt.




A missionary rally for the district, under the auspices of the Woman's Missionary Society of that church, was held at First Congregational church, Beloit, upon May 27.

A diversified and interesting program was carried out morning and atfernoon, with a lunch and social at noon in the church parlors.




At the first convention of the season, a brother suddenly discovering that his allotted time was exhausted, broke short off in the midst of the speech with an unusual note, yet one that struck a responsive chord in many a heart, in the remark: "Its as wrong to steal another's time as it is to steal anything else."




Watch the next issue for a view of the Pilgrim church, West Superior, where our Congregational hosts meet in September.

Expect also important fore stallments of the program.









District Conventions.




EAU CLAIRE, AT SPRING VALLEY.




The Eau Claire convention held its annual meeting at Spring Valley, May 1 and 2. This village in the valley of the Eau Galle makes one think of many a New England village in its location but its buildings and streets remind one more of a frontier town. Its hospitality too was decidedly western-open hearted and generous.. Nearly all the churches were represented by pastor or delegate, many of them by both. The sessions were all vigorous and strong. Instructive and helpful addresses were made by Pastor Frizzell, of Eau Claire, on "Bread," and by Pastor McIntosh on "What is the Local Church for," in which he made a plea for a unification and consolidation of our great benevolent societies. A vigorous discussion followed, opened by a very thoughtfully prepared address by Delegate Whitcomb, of Kinnickinnic. This discussion, renewed at a later hour, resulted in the adoption of resolutions directing the bringing of the matter before the state convention. Mrs. McIntosh read a very terse and suggestive paper on "Religious Duties of Mothers to Their Children" which was followed by a discussion. The convention sermon was preached by the retiring moderator, Rev. J. Parsons. Secretary Carter and Pastors Obenhaus and Atcheson filled the Home Missionary session with strong, earnest words. The ladies' hour contained papers and addresses by Mrs. Wright, Miss Eunice Pratt, Mrs. Adams and Miss Bundy. Secretary Taintor presented the work of the Building society, and Superintendent Haun, the Sunday school work.

The sessions closed fittingly and impressively with the dedicatory exercises of the new building, Secretary Taintor preaching the sermon and Pastor Rowell offering the prayer. Pastor Anderson, of Eau Claire, was moderator and Pastor Evans, of Osseo, was scribe. The next annual session will be held in Bloomer. In place of a fall session, committees were appointed for the eastern and western sections respectively for the planning of "retreats" for fellowship and the deepening of the Christian life. A. D. A.




NORTHEASTERN, AT ANTIGO.




The annual meeting of the Northeastern district convention was held with the Antigo church on Tuesday and Wednesday, May 9 and 10. Although the attendance was not as large as usual, the meeting was up to the usual high level of interest and value to those who were present. Rev. J. L. Smith, of Birnamwood, was chosen moderator and Rev. Samuel M. MacNeill, of Tomahawk, was made scribe. Secretary Carter spoke upon the "Forward Movement" which the




churches are attempting in Home Missionary work; and Sunday School Superintendent Haun gave a review of the Sunday-school work as it has been pushed by him and others in the destitute parts of the state. The convention sermon was preached by Rev. G. H. Kemp, of Rhinelander, from the text, Galations 6:14, and was a fitting introduction for the Communion service which followed. Other matters treated were the Scandinavian work, missions and benevolences, the devotional use of the Bible, public criticism of the Scriptures and its effect upon the faith of believers, North Wisconsin missionary work. The reports from the churches showed in the main an encouraging condition and outlook. Some of the pastors have gone to other districts, and will be much missed hereafter as they were at this time. One important item of business was the passing of a resolution which provides for the holding of but one regular meeting a year, and for the substitution of a series of fellowship meetings for the semi-annual, or fall meeting of the convention. The devotional meetings throughout the convention were tender, and blessed seasons of spiritual communion.




MILWAUKEE, AT WAUKESHA.




S. M. M.




The Milwaukee district convention held its 5th annual meeting at Waukesha on May 22-23 under very pleasant circumstances. The weather was perfect, the attendance full, and the beautiful renewed church edifice gave every facility as a place of gathering.

On Monday afternoon, after organization, the convention adjourned to give place to a councilcomposed of nearly the same persons-to consider and advise concerning the installation of Rev. I. L. Cory as pastor of the church at Waukesha. The pastor-elect was heartily approved by the council, and at the evening service, Rev. J. Titsworth preached from Gal. 5:14. Rev. J. F. Eaton offered the installing prayer. Rev. N. T. Blakeslee gave the charge to the pastor and Rev. J. T. Chynoweth addressed the people.

On Tuesday forenoon reports from the churches occupied some time, and a paper was read by Rev. J. W. Sutherland on "New Methods of Church Work."

In the afternoon Dr. G. H. Ide read a paper on "Science and the Immanence of God." Home Missions were presented by Secretary Carter and Christian Education by Prof. Farnam, of Rochester Academy.

At the "Woman's Hour" Mrs. Hutton, of Whitewater, spoke of children's missionary work, and Mrs. G. H. Ide on "The Missionary Motive."

In the evening Dr. A. N. Hitchcock and Rev. W. W. Sleeper addressed the convention on Missionary topics. J. K. K.









BUSINESS CORNER.




EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief-SAMUEL T. KIDDER, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Contributing Editors- 





December, REV. E. N. ANDREWS, Peshtigo. 
January, REV. Harriet E. WILLIAMS, Black Earth. 
February, REV. C. A. BOUGHTON, Necedah. 


March, REV. T. Z. Evans, Berlin.

April, REV. S. P. WILDER, Delavan.

May, REV. H. C. TODD, Eagle River.

June, REV. A. G. BEACH, Ashland.

July, H. W. NICKERSON, Esq., Milwaukee.

August, REV. W. B. MILLARD.

September, REV. N. T. BLAKESLEE, Milwaukee. 
October, REV. JOHN A. STEMEN, Viroqua. 
November. 
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Heads of Departments—
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One of the best ways to circumvent his satanic

Church News, Reviews and Exchanges-REV. S. T. KID- majesty is to go armed with the whole armour o




DER, Ripon.




C. S. S. and P. S.-Supt. George C. HAUN, Madison.

W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 


Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E.,

Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology and 
Sabbath observance. 





In charge of the sev- 
eral standing com. 
mittees of the State 
Convention.* 
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But not without men's hands. He could not make 
Antonio Stradivari's violins 
Without Antonio." 





-George Eliott.




Editorial Briefs.




God and to remember that the Holy Spirit "dwellf eth with you and shall be in you."




*




Vacations may be remarkably conducive to spiritual growth. They may open wide doors toward helping those who greatly need help. Do not leave Christian responsibility behind when you go.




*




The Tissot pictures of the life of Jesus Christ, samples of which are appeared in several of the leading magazines, are a fresh revelation of the surroundings in which our Saviour's life was set, as well as a striking interpretation of the life itself. Read the announcement in another column, of an opportunity to see and study more than 500 artist proofs and sketches from these great designs. Many of our church societies will be glad to avail themselves of this opportunity.




*




Our Church Life now proposes to "sail on" through July and August, looking after the mice while the cats are away. Whether the paper takes a vacation will be a matter for discussion at the Superior meeting. Meanwhile four or five more subscriptions in each of our churches would help us to come out at the big end of the horn in September.




The papers presented at Beloit district convention in Elkhorn-"Where Shall We Look for Greatest Accession to the Church," by Rev. W. W. Sleeper and "Pastoral vs. Professional Evangelism" by Rev. S. P. Wilder, are to be printed together and can be secured, at the rate of 2 copies for 5 cents or 100 copies for 75 cents, by address

Do not fail to read "Rest for Tired Workers" in ing A. E. Pauley, Elkhorn "Blade," Elkhorn, Wis.




another column.




Wisconsin state delegates to the International convention are Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D., Rev. Henry A. Miner, Hon. E. D. Smith and Hon. J.




M. Whitehead.




*




This year's annual meeting with the Forward Movement for entire selfsupport of our Home Missionary work, calls for the presence of all loyal pastors and churches.

For the great meeting at West Superior Sept. paying expenses of their delegates.




Our state convention in September will be Su- 12-14 let churches insure large representation by perior in all respects.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS.




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.

All moneys should be sent to the treasurer, Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.

Financial Statement from May 1 to May 30, 1899.

Cash on hand May 1.......... 
Legacy of Miss Martha J. Adams........ 





...............




CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Milwaukee North Side, $4.75; Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $25; Delavan. $5; Delavan Curtis Club, $20; Darlington, $20; Fort Atkinson, $21; Viroqua, $10; Platteville, $8.60; Sharon, $2; Appleton, $30.45; Sun Prairie $1.54; Menasha, $26. Janesville, $38.75; Total........




A. M. A.




Milwaukee Grand Ave., $25; Platteville, $2; Delavan, $3; Sun Prairie, $1.54; Janesville, $8; Fort Atkinson $2;




S. S. & P. S.




EXPENSE FUND.




.$ 19.55 150.00




213.09




154




1.50




Total.....




41.54
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Sun Prairie.....




Janesville......




Total..........




$439.30




DISBURSEMENTS.
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A Ladies' Missionary meeting recently gave me some thoughts and suggested some questions.

Scene I. The church parlor was tastefully decorated with plants, vines, ferns and a bouquet of sweet peas from the green house. The room and the program for onr missionary meetings cannot be too beautiful or too good. Blessings on her who will give of the best she has! Every arrangement was complete. The map was in its place. The organist and the choir were on hand. The program had been most carefully prepared.

Without announcement, a Ladies' Quartette chanted the Lord's prayer, and the leader read a paper setting forth the subject-Spain-with all its claims upon our attention. That and the papers that followed were bright, entertaining and strong in argument. When our pity for poor picturesque Spain was at its hight; when our hearts were all aglow with love for Mrs. Alice Gordon Gerlick and her dark-eyed maidens; when the different Mission stations, the churches, Sabbath schools and day schools were geographically located and duly impreseed on our minds, a hymn written for the occasion was sung as solo and chorus.

Scene No. 2. "A message" had been sent from the W. B. M. I. The dreadful debt must be announced. A call for increased gifts must be made. Standing behind and between the floral decorations, the speaker hesitated to present so unwelcome a subject. She almost feared she would "spoil" the effect of the meeting if she begged for money. But she tried to do her "duty," and she did it as unto the Lord, and grew eloquent as she portrayed the urgency of the case. All felt her earnestness and loved her for it.

But why was that fear of breaking the harmony and beauty of the meeting? We all have felt it. We continue to feel it every time we solicit or "beg" for any cause. We find it easier and pleasanter and more poetical to talk and to sing of what has been done by dollars contributed in other years and perhaps by other givers.

It is more refreshing and inspiring to sit in a cool, attractive parlor, and study about Mrs. Judson as she walked the hot streets of the city of Ava, to and from the prison where her husband lay, than to suggest that we shorten our summer outings or lessen the lace on our muslin gowns. And does not this call to an immediate, definite self denial that shall bring into the treasury the needed dollars, seem to our growingly cultivated senses, as a little out of place in a meeting where everything is planned to please the eyes and delight the heart?

But do not these very luxuries and attainments which so gratify our aesthetic tastes call for a thank offering?

In proportion to the beauty of our surroundings and the intellectual feasts at our Missionary meetings is it not appropriate, just and right to give of our money, that others may learn the alphabet of the gospel which in its practical evolution has given us such privileges in this happy land?




YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK.




J. C. C.




Our Young Women's Societies are bravely holding their own. Janesville Loani Band, pledges $125, and will raise more; Milwaukee, Milwaukee Downer College, $25; Platteville, $12.

Only about forty Y. P. S. C. E. societies are as yet heard from. Since the last report pledges are received from Coloma, $10; Clinton, $6.50; Delavan $10; Endeavor, $5; Fond du Lac, $10; New Richmond, $2; Milwaukee Pilgrim church, $6.50; Sparta $15, which latter we are sure will be increased, as well as several of the others. A. B. SEWELL.




:




Ministerial Movements.

Blakeslee, Rev. A. D., of Colorado, is visiting his brother in Milwaukee, and temporarily supplying Port Washington. Dexter, Rev. Daniel, of Port Washington, will go abroad for




a year.




Doe, Rev. F. B., has resigned at West Salem; will summer in Ashland.

Gerrie, Rev. Wm. A., resigns at Clintonville, to take effect July 1.

Helmuth, Rev. J. W., resigns at Oconomowoc and will supply at Palmyra, Bark River and Dousman.

Hitchcock, Mr. Wallace, of Chicago Seminary, has undertaken vacation work at Eldorado.

Holbrook, Rev. David L., resigns at Fond du Lac. Council June 5.

Jacobs, Rev. H. H., accepts call to Hanover street church, Milwaukee.

Rigby, Rev. Wm. E., of Kewaunee, accepts call to A. M. A. work among the mountain whites, at Jellico, Tenn.

Richardson, Rev. Henry L., accepts permanent call to the church in Racine.

Rogers, Mr. R., of Chicago Seminary, will do vacation work at Bristol and Paris.

Spence, Rev. J. M. A., accepts permanent call to the Union Congregational church, Green Bay.

Young, Mr. A. H., of Chicago Seminary, has begun vacation work at Princeton.
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I shall very gladly give up my space for replies. We would like to hear from you. We have prayed for wisdom (James 1:5) and the answer may come through you. Oftentimes, Vox populi Vox Dei.

PROBLEM I.-How GET THE MEANS?

Most of the time during the past two months I have been engaged in fields where, some years ago, when there was no other church service in the community, our society entered and planted a church. The Building society assisted in building a house of worship, and possibly a parsonage. The church for a while thrived. But soon another denomination

came in, and established services, the congregation and the living were divided, and so the working forces weakened. One church is ample for the field, and possibly does more good than two churches. They cannot have a minister without home missionary aid. To refuse aid, means to let the church die, and to let the property go to the bats, or perchance to the other denomination which will generously (?) take it off our hands and not charge us anything.

Shall we refuse the aid, deny the help, and say to those churches: "Join the other denomination. Carry your property with you, after paying just debts, and we will spend the money where the need is manifest, and enter the field where there is no preaching"?

What answer shall we give them when they ask us: "Why go elsewhere and repeat the experiences here? Why start new churches, only to let them die or merge in others? Why refuse aid and sympathy to those faithful, but weak churches, (weakened by no fault of theirs, but because of others dividing their natural field) and compel them to die after having nursed them to life?"

Shall our answer be: "We are firmly determined on one thing only, that Christ be preached in every community in Wisconsin. While we love our churches much, we love men more, and we labor not to save churches, but to save men; and men find salvation, and communities find salvation, through faith in a preached Christ; and, Christ being preached to your community by others, lo, we turn to the fields where Christ is not named. We will build on no man's foundation but will rejoice to be pioneers spending and being spent for Christ. We will lose our lives, decrease denominationally, that Christ may increase."?

Or shall we speak thus: "Self preservation is a fundamental law of nature, and is not only a natural right but our duty. The missionary society lives by the Congregational churches, and if the churches die, there can be no missionary society. Our pioneer work must cease if the churches cease, for without the churches, whence the men, and whence the money for pioneering? If that policy of removing to new fields as soon as others come in to preach, be carried out, why not apply it to the stronger churches as well as to the weaker? Shall the amount of wealth possessed by a church, and its ability not only to support itself but to give for others, be the thing that shall decide whether or not it is worthy of life? Shall there be no Congregational churches save where there are no others?"

What shall we say? Which position shail we take? Says one: "Go to the new fields. Reach and reclaim the waste places. Save the lost."

Says another: "Hold fast what we have. Don't forsake the weak and struggling churches. Care for our own children before we adopt strangers."

Here we hear several voices saying: "Why not do both kinds of work? Why not send the District Missionaries out to open up the new fields, and having started new churches why not stand by them with loving help and sympathy. Why talk of either to the exclusion of the other plan of work?" Who Speaks thus? Why, the Sparta convention, Secretary Carter and the Executive committee They say: "Let the churches pay into the treasury of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society an amount equal to as many dollars as there are resident members and we'll carry out the wishes of both parties!"
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ly portrayed. "How a Young Man Can Work His Way Through College" has a practical value for every poor boy ambitious for higher education, and "Telling the Character from Handwriting" is interesting and entertaining. Bishop,' priest, rabbi and minister contribute to a symposium on "What is the Good of Going to Church?" and the Rev. Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D., discusses "Pains that Polish Perfection."




A recent number of THE LIVING AGE (Living Age Co., Boston,) contains a leading article on Ladies' Clubs, from the Nineteenth Century, by Eva Anstruhher; another by Clement K. Shorter on Illustrated Journalism, its past and future, from the Contemperary Review. Also "A week in the Philippines in Nov. 1897" by Andre Bellesort, from the Revue des Deux Mondes. Other articles of interest are Music and Matrimony by J. Cuthbert Hadden, from the Cornhill Magazine, "Carnival Time in Russia," from Good Words, by A. Nicol Simpson, and “Luxury in America," from The Spectator.

It is not surprising that Mrs. Arabella Kenealy's sharp article on the modern "Women as an Athlete" should have called out a reply. The letter is from the pen of Mrs. Ormiston Chant and will appear in an early number of The Living Age.




According to the General Joseph Wheeler, the custom of setting apart a day for decorating the soldiers' graves had its origin among the women of his own State of Alabama. Unlike the men, they would not permit their dead "quietly to become a part of general history." Under the title, The Memory of Our Fighting Men, General Wheeler contributes to The SATURDAY EVENING POST of May 27 a strong paper on the history and significance of Memorial Day. General Gobin, of the G. A. R., also treats a similar topic, but from a differing point of view.

Among the fiction in this number is The Crump's Creek Tangle, a Decoration-Day story by John Habberton. It is one of the cleverest of Mr. Habberton's clever tales of plain people.

Another feature of the Decoration-Day number of the Post is a poem by Frank L. Stanton, that is a notable tribute to The Fallen of the Fight."




A late number of the ROUND TABLE, Beloit, is devoted to illustrated descriptions of the Greek Play, Antigone, recently rendered by the students, under Prof. Wright's direction, which was a marked success.




The May COLLEGE DAYS, Ripon,is largely given up to historical sketches and correspondence relating to the approaching 35th anniversary of the Ecolian Society, with illustrations of their apartments.




In the May BIBLICAL WORLD the question is discussed, with affirmative trend "Were the Israelites ever Polytheists?" by Rev. Arthur E. Whatham of Ontario. Rev. Arthur B. Patten contributes an article on the Religious Training of Children, and the Structure and Teaching of the Apocalypse is expounded by Prof. J. H. Barbour. The story of Moses in Egypt is told for children by Prof. W. F. Adeney. Prof. Geo. H. Gilbert, of Chicago Seminary, writes the article which is subjecting his orthodoxy to criticism, on "An Unnoticed argument in John XVII.”—Chicago University Press.




The INTERNATIONAL Evangel, gives statistical accounts of American Sunday-schools from the latest International Convention. Much other valuable Sunday-school material is presented month by month.-Chemical Building, St. Louis.




The May CоMMONS is as usual, full of social settlement interests. The Commons pays warm tribute to the struggle of "The Kingdom" against the Book Trust, resulting in the discontinuance of the former, and magnanimously proposes to fill its unexpired subscriptions to the end of their year.




PUBLIC LIBRARIES for May is a California number and finely illustrates the progress of Libraries in the Golden State.-215 Madison St., Chicago.




The AMERICAN MESSENGER is one of the very best and cheapest as well as oldest illustrated family monthlies, of devotional type. A year of it makes a good birthday present for young or old.- E. 23d St., New York.




OTHER EXCHANGES.




The Clay Worker, Indianapolis; The Boone Standard, Boone, Iowa; The Church Economist, New York; Cut Gems, Troy, N. Y.; The Diccese Fond du Lac, Manitowoc; The Northwestern Mail, Madison, etc., etc.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

      REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.Leavitt, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. Myers, Rev. C. A. Wight. 





Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
            Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., Rev. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                       J. O. MYERS, Rev. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J.LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
   REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D,, REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. O. L. ROBINSON, REV. . L. HOLBROOK, REV.F. S. WHEEler. 
                          REV. W. M. Ellis, Rev. J. W. White, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wsconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address care of Superintendent. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.




Financial Statement for May.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Antigo, $70; Bark River, $1; Bear Valley, $9.28; Beloit 1st, $100; Clear Lake, $7.80; Depere, $1.41; Ellington, $1.50; Elkhorn, $26.75; Elroy, $8.65; Ft. Atkinson, $20; Friendship $2.31; Gays Mills, $5; Hadlock, $3.35; Liberty, (Trevor) $18; Lone Rock, $3.22; Milwaukee, North Side, $14.68; Milwaukee Plymouth, $123; Milwaukee Swedish, $2; Neillsville, $4; New Richmond, $29.50; Palmyra, $1.81; Peshtigo, $2; Pine River, $10; Ripon, $6.50; Shiocton, $2; Star Prairie, $2.20; Stoughton, $4.25; Sun Prairie, $31.50; Tomah $10; Trempealeau, $5; Union Grove, $52; Viroqua, $30.80; Waupun. $4; Waupun L. M. S. $9; West Rosendale, $21; Windsor, $54;




Total.......




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




.$ 697.44




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Note too that the extra gifts through Mr. E. D. Smith's efforts are included, that vacation is at hand, and that the grand round-up comes in three months at West Superior, Sept. 12-14.

The secretary has read at each district convention (six before June 1, and four following) the tables showing the approximate condition of each church upon the basis voted at the last annual meeting of totals equalling as many dollars as resident members.




With the general purpose expressed to make a hearty effort to reach the goal of self support, and the requisite total of $18000, (including this year $2,100 from the C. H. M. S. for North Wisconsin) the outlook is more encouraging than for years, and the prospect full of hope, not withstanding the greatly increased giving which our "Forward Movement" involves, not for one year only but for many years and increasingly.

The "Forward Movement" is moving forward. Forward! Note the National Council's committee's recommendation of a "committee of missionary work" for a forward movement along all of our six lines. "Thy Kingdom Come."

The Wisconsin Baptists have six district missionaries in the state as against our two with Missionary Assistant Macumber, the missionary side of whose labor has had to be increased since the release of Mr. Cheney to save Endeavor Academy and church.




The Baptists pay their three district missionaries for the English speaking work, $800 each, besides half their expenses. The three for foreign speaking work, receive $100 each less. The Board is responsible for the full salary in each case though it hopes to have half the salary raised on the field where practicable, as it is only a part of the time in their case, as well as ours, the nature of the district missionary's work precludes in many cases any large financial returns at




once.




In the long run the work is believed to pay financially as well as spiritually.

The Baptist chapel car is supported by a separate fund through their Publication society.

The death of Rev. A. H. Clapp, D. D., April 27, takes away one who was widely known as "the beloved secretary" having rare sweetness of character, with marked abilities as a speaker and a writer. In 1865 he resigned his pastorate at Providence, R. I., to accept an appointment as secretary of the A. H. M. S. From that time till his death he served the society (now the C. H. M. S.) as secretary, treasurer, as honorary treasurer and as editorial secretary.

See the Advance and Congregationalist for full reports of the great anniversary of the C. H. M. S. at Hartford, Conn., May 23-25.




Summer Schools.




The plans at Madeline Island are unfolded elsewhere. The Delevan Chautauqua occurs July 26-Aug. 6.

The Camp Cleghorn Assembly Herald gives full details of the tenth annual Assembly of Good Templars at Columbia Lake, Waupaca, July 25-Aug. 8. Expenses are light and such names are on the program as Hon. John Lobieski, of Missouri, Prof. O. W. Blain, Chief Templar W. H. Clark, Rev. A. L. Whitcomb of Evansville, Hon. E. W. Chaffin and others. Music in charge of Rev. H. P. Waldron:-Address W. H. Clark, Ripon.

Mr. Moody offers an attractive summer program at Northfield, Mass. The Commencements of the Seminary and Mt. Hermen School occur June 10-17 with addresses by Dr. S. Parkes Codman, Dr. Geo. Adam Smith and Mr. Moody. The Y. M. C. A. courses open June 29. Platform addresses announced by Dr. Wm. H. P. Faunce, Dr. A. F. Schauffler, Dean George Hodges, Mr. Robert E. Speer, Mr. Robert P. Wilder and Mr. John R. Mott.

The Y. W. C. A. Conference will be held July 14-24, and the General Conference of Christian workers, Aug. 1-20. Rev. F. B. Meyer of London will be present. Address A. G. Moody, East Northfield, Mass.









Missions and Benevolence.




PROVIDING FOR OUR OWN.




In the Congregational Year-Book the money collected and expended by the churches is divided into two parts, called respectively, "Benevolent Contributions," and "Home Expenditures." Under the head of benevolent contributions are gathered the monies given to the various worthy agencies which exist for the purpose of helping needy humanity to relief from present besetments of diverse kinds, and to a knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in particular. Some of these agencies are closely and vitally connected with our churches, and are specifically missionary societies, while others are less closely, or but slightly, related to our churches, and are not missionary, but benevolent associations.

The standing head-line of this department of this paper, points to the fact that there is a difference between missionary and benevolent effort, as these are related to our churches. It may be well to emphasize this difference in order to correct our thinking and our practice in regard to this matter. The present habit of looking upon missions as objects of benevolence has much to do with the apparently low degree of responsibility felt in many of our churches for the success of the missionary societies, and for the financial straits of these organizations.









The difference which I would point out between the missionary societies and the benevolent societies is this; the missionary societies stand in the relation of children to our churches, and have the right to support, while the benevolent societies can claim no such right because they are not in such a relation, but must make their appeal to the generosity of the churches. Now, no father thinks himself benevolent because he provides food for his children: They have rights which he cannot deny⠀ and which he must respect. He is responsible for their life and for their support as long as they need it from him. Even though he be poor, he must share with his children his humble and scanty store. No one for a moment thinks of him as benevolent for doing this, or would say, if he did not do it, that he is lacking in benevolence. A very much harsher word would be used to describe the man who refused to feed his children. But sometimes a hungry stranger stops at the house, and asks for food, and either has food given him at the door, or is invited to a place at the table. In feeding this stranger the man to whom the appeal is made shows benevo lence. He may, for one reason or another, refuse to respond to the appeal, and thus show himself lacking in benevolence, but the stranger has no right, such as the children have, upon which he can insist, to support in that home.

It seems to me that the missionary societies stand in the relation of children to our churches. They exist because the churches have given them life. They are doing the churches' work because they have been given that work to do. There is no source of supply for them but the store of means in the churches' household. They are not benevolent societies as related to the churches, and the churches are not benevolent in supporting them, but they are children and the churches provident housekeepers. The A. B. C. F. M., the C. Ed, Soc., the C. C. B. S., the W. H. M. Soc., the A. M. A., the C. S. S. & Pub. Soc., and the Min. Relief Fund are not objects of benevolence, but are the worthy children of the churches, and ought to be treated as such.

There are other societies which are not related exclusively to Congregational churches, but appeal to all churches, and are aided by all. Their work is for the community at large. These are objects of benevolence as regards the churches and make their appeal to the generosity of the people.

Taking this view of the matter it seems plain that every Congregational church, whatever its condition, should give something for the support of the Congregational agencies, and give it regularly and systematically. It is not that they should give much when they have not to give, but that they give something, if only a little, dividing to these children of the churches and not forgetting any. If this view of the relationship of the missionary societies be emphasized by constant repetition of the fact that they are sent by the churches to do their mission work, and must be supported as matter of course and of right, it will by and by be rightly understood. If also, this emphasis be freed from the confusion arising from the use of the word "benevolent" in describing our societies, the churches will be materially aided in obtaining this desirable right idea, and with it the desira le right practice of feeding the children of the Congregational family liberally. SAMUEL M. MACNEILL, Tomahawk, Wis.




Personal.




Married, near Beloit, Wis., May 23, 1899, by Rev. W. W. Sleeper, and Dr. W. H. Jordan, pastor at Shopiere, Mr. John W. Jordan and Miss Minnie J. Porter.




Miss Elizabetht Lathrop, of Ashland writes for the Kodak "The Hiawatha Story of the Flood."

The Ripon Freshmen, won the debate, May 19. in the Ripon Chapel, with the Beloit Freshmen, upon the question "Resolved that the present system of caucus nomination ought to be abandoned." Ripon had the negative. Some excellent work was done.

Both the Round Table and the College Days print in full the oration, "The Altruism of American Expansion" by which Mr.Rolle V. Lyman, of Beloit '99, won the Interstate honors at Lincoln, Neb. It is a noble address.

Prof. Erickson, of Ripon, was the guest of Beloit during the Greek play.

The Beloit Debating Societies are planning this early for an unrivaled Lecture and Concert course next year.

President and Mrs. E. D. Eaton are receiving congratulations upon the recovery of their little girl, who has been very ill at Newton Highlands, Mass.

Pastor E. H. Smith, of Oshkosh, preached his 14th anniversary sermon May 7.-North western Mail.

Appleton has purchased a fine new parsonage now occupied by Pastor F. T. Rouse.-Northwestern Mail.

Rev. and Mrs. Wm. A. Griffiths, of Trempealeau, welcomed a daughter at their home April 29.

Rev. C. H. Chase, of Big Spring, lost a horse during the past quarter, for which his people generously provided a substi




tute..
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Rev. F. N. Dexter, district missionary, by special invitation of the Citizen's Committee, gave the Memorial Day address to Seymour.

Rev. and Mrs. Cyrus Hamlin, formerly of Beloit, with their son Winthrop, rejoiced Beloit friends with a visit the early part of June.,

Rev. Wm. T. Ream, of Cumberland, was lately married to a lady of his parish.

Wadsworth, Rev. T. A., formerly pastor at Brandon, Union Grove and other Wisconsin points died the last of May at Velasco Texas. His funeral services were held at Plymouth church Milwaukee June 1st.

By invitation of President Eaton, a delegation of Chicago Ministers with a few others, making about twenty in all, spent May 28 to June 1st inclusive in Beloit, for a "retreat," in consideration of some of the profounder religious subjects critically and devotionally, and for special fellowship.




College Commencements.




The Ripon Commencement week program is to be as follows: Friday, June 16–8;00 p. m. Senior Preparatory Exhibition. Saturday, June 17-8:00 p. m. Recital of the Conservatory of Music.

Sunday, June 18-10:30 a. m. Baccalaureate sermon, President R. C. Flagg, D. D. 7:30 p. m. address before the Christian Societies, Rev. A. R. Thain, D. D., Chicago, Ill.

Monday, June 19-2:00 p. m. Anniversary of the Athenian society. 8:00 p. m. Greek play, Iphigenie in Tauris, presented by the Sophomore class, directed by Prof. Erickson.

Tuesday, June 20-2:30 p. m. Thirty-fifth anniversary of the Ecolian Society. 6:30 p. m. Ecolian and Alumni banquet. Wednesday, June 21-8:00 a. m. Business meeting of the society of Alumni. 10:30 a. m. Commencement exercises. 1:00 p.m. Collation. 8:00 p. m. Commencement concert. 9:30 p.m. President's reception.

At Milwaukee Downer the following is announced: Baccalaureate sermon, Sunday June 11, by Rev. Dr. Gunsaulus, of Chicago.

Monday, June 12, graduating exercises of the Seminary; also Commencement concert conducted by Mr. Liebling.

The address before the Alumnae will be given by Mrs. Alice Davis Robinson of '65.

Commencement exercises Tuesday evening, June 13. Address to the graduating class by Dr. Chas. H. Richards, of Philadelphia.

Dedication of the new buildings, Merrell Hall and Holton Hall, Wednesday, June 14, with address by President C. K. Adams of the University, followed by the President's reception.
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It is expected that the "Old Mission" will be in charge of Prof. Prof. George Collie, of Beloit College, this summer. Collie is a popular expert in the managing of such a place, as he has had twenty years of experience at "Camp Collie," the property of his father, on Lake Geneva in Southern Wisconsin. Prof. Collie will surely make a success of the "Old Mission." Besides, he is prepared to make geological excursions on Madeline Islan1 and other parts of the Lake Superior country. He is a geological authority on his region, and guests at Madeline Island can have the opportunity of a practical out-of-door study of the geological formation of Northern Wisconsin, and especially of the Apostle Islands.

In this connection we may add that Prof. Densmore, of Beloit College, will be at the "Old Mission" this season, and take up the botany of Madeline Island and the other Lake Superior Islands, as well as that of the adjoining country on the main land. A new interest will thus be added to the resources of guests at the "Old Mission."

Prof. Burr, of Beloit College, was at the "Old Mission" last summer, and will be there this year. He is a well known authority upon the Theory and Practice of Teaching, and wil conduct a class one hour a day in this branch, if there are a sufficient number of young teachers present who desire it.

Those who desire to spend their vacation at the "Old Mission" on Madeline Island can be taken care of, provided due notice is given, and the date of arrival and of departure is definitely stated. Arrangements for quarters should be made beforehand. The fare is simple, somewhat after the manner of camping, but it will be wholesome, and all will be made comfortable. The camp will be open from July 15th to September 15th. Tenting ground free of charge may be had by those who wish to bring their own tents and care for themselves. Regular board will be $6.00 per week. Single meals-breakfast or supper-25 cents; dinner, 35 cents. Persons can cheapen expenses by providing their own breakfast and supper, and taking dinner at the Mission House.

We would like personal correspondence with those who think of visiting Madeline Island this summer. Until Ju e 15, address "Old Mission, Beloit, Wis." After that date, "Old Mission, La Pointe, Madeline Islaud, Ashland County, Wis."




Exhibitions of the Tissot Pictures.

The great French artist, J. James Tissot, devoted ten years of his life to the production of tfie famous series of pictures on the Life of our Lord Jesus Christ. He made three hundred and sixty-five paintings and one hundred and fifty pen-and ink sketches. The paintings cover in detail every incident in the Gospel narratives and are based on studies of topo. graphy, faces, figures and costumes made in Palestine. The originals have been exhibited in Paris, New York, Chicago and other large cities. They have made a profound impression upon all who have viewed them.

This entire series has been reproduced in a magnificent art work by Lamercier, of Paris, under the supervision of Tissot himself. One hundred of Lamercier's best workmen were engaged four years on this work. Only six hundred copies of the autograph edition are published in America-each one registered by number and signed by M. Tissot. Rev. D. L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac, owns one of the registered autograph sets. He has mounted the pictures in such a manner that they may be viewed like the paintings, in order, through the childhood, the ministry, the passion and the resurrection, and he is planning to spend part of the summer giving an opportunity to many who cannot visit the galleries in the great cities an opportunity to view this famous collection and to receive the vivid impression of the reality of the life, death and resurrection of our Saviour. The standards on which the pictures are hung occupy a floor-space about 20x40 feet.

These exhibitions will be free, only free-will offerings being accepted from those who view the pictures. Mr. Holbrook expects to be at Old Mission" on Madeline Island about Aug. 10 where the pictures will be exhibited for a couple of days in the old church.




Educational.




THE PLACE OF AESTHETICS IN CHRISTIAN Culture. "There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world 1 Cor. xiv:10. and none of them is without signification."

The aesthetic element sought for in Christian culture may be briefly expressed as the intelligent appreciation of beauty in all its forms. Its purpose extends beyond the mere giving of pleasure. Its aim is such disclosure and representation of the ideal in nature, art and human conduct as may result in moral perfection. Its appeal is primarily to the sensibilitie, rather than to the intellect and will.

The importance of aesthetical training has been recognized from ancient times. The Greeks esteemed it necessary for complete mental development. The place it occupied in Hebrew life is a matter of Biblical record, and the temple ritual under




David and Solomon inspired the loftiest expressions of poet and musician.

This legacy was passed on to the Christian church; tokens of which we have in the music of Ambrose and Gregory and the cathedrals of unnamed architects. These achievements were followed by the golden age of painting, and by the Reformation, which, under Luther, popularized music, to which he assigned a place secondary only to theology.

The movement for obtaining recognition of art as an important factor in education is gaining strength. More than one thousand years ago King Alired founded a professor ship of music in Oxford. The universities of Great Britain and Germany have endowed chairs of art. In our own country the state universities and Harvard and Yale have followed European example, and the importance of aesthetical training is recognized by many public school boards. The result of such training may be summarized as follows:

First, a gain in the habit of observation, in the use of eye and ear.




Secondly, a gain in refinement.




Thirdly, a physicial gain which follows right methods of si ging.

Fourthly, a gain in mental discipline.

Fifthly, a gain in moral and spiritual character.

To realize this, something more than the singing of glee clubs, the strumming of mandolins and the drumming of pianus is needed. I would not underrate the social enjoyment to be gained through these agencies, but the end sought in the education I am advocating requiries broader conditions than mere dilettantism affords. It is the result of that wisdom which provides generously for courses of art study, for art collections, for libraries and for musical instruments. Something of this wisdom had those men of insight who made a scholar's paradise of the great English universities, with their wealth of beautiful gardens, impressive architecture, gallaries of art and temples of song.

So we of Beloit, as we traverse, our campus, feel that the founders of the institution we love were guided by artistic instinct when they chose a locality with the landscape features of Rock River and Big Hill. And as resources have increased the things that minister to aesthetic cultivation have not been forgotten. Of this Memorial Hall, the Observatory. Pearsons Hall, Emerson Hall, the College Chapel, and the Art Collections are the silent witnesses. In Memorial Hall we have a good foundation for the more complete library on art subjects that it is hoped the future will bring us. The treasures in Art Hall with the elective in Greek art provide a valuable foundation in aesthetical training.

Those who have passed out from our college have testified to the uplifting influences of the Chapel. Here we must look for the heart of Beloit College.

Is it not true that there has been so much of unconsecrated art that we have lost sight of its possibilities as an agent for moral and religious culture? The highest inspiration of art has in all ages been religion. Working through the forms of architecture it has given us the temple of the ancient and the cathedral of mediaeval times. In Scripture it has produced the Apollo Belvidere and the Christ of Dannecke. In painting it has given birth to the Madonnas of Raphael. In poetry, aside from the incomparable utterances of Holy Scripture, it has furnished inspiration for the Divine Comedy of Dante and the Paradise Lost of Milton, and music finds its loftiest expression in the oratorios of Handel and Mendelssohn, and in the Passion Music of Bach. By such standards must we define good art. In its production, as Ruskin says, the hand, the head, and the heart of man go together.

Our plea for the aesthetic element in Christian culture is enforced by a consideration of the imagery by which we gain our best conception of the heavenly life; as in the Revelation with its visions of "Jerusalem the Golden," its harpers with their harps, its celestial choir chanting the New Song; and the conclusion is inevitable that whatever has opened the window of the soul in this earthly life must be of value in preparing for the visions of the heavenly life.

[Outline of an address recently given in the Beloit First Church series "Why a Christian College," by Prof. B. D. Allen, Beloit College.]




Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association.

The April "Lord's Day Papers" reported $71.30 received from Congregational churches since our annual meeting. The treasurer reports additional receipts from Congregationalists as follows: Rev. H. A. Miner, $5; Rev. S. S. Mathews, $5; Madison church, $13 60; New Richmond, $2.60; Sturgeon Bay, $1.37; Spring Green, $1.50; Milton, $1,66; three members in Wauwatosa, $8; Rev. J. K. Kilbourn, $1, making $114.03 received in six months from nineteen Congregational churches, besides collections for personal services of the secretary.

This is no more than was received from Congregationalists the first six months last year. But our receipts from all sources are $269 more than last year; so only $10 is now due the printer and $105 the secretary for this six months. But this $115 is greatly needed now. Forty-seven of the Evangelical association churches, more than half, have sent special collections to our treasurer this year. If half the two hundred
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Congregational churches that have so far given nothing would now send their collections, even though small, all debts would be paid, and some very important work done, too long delayed by meager receipts.

One of the things needed at once is the printing of the laws on all moral questions, the Sabbath, temperance, gambling, the social evil, impure pictures and books, etc. Have all noticed the Association's victory in securing a law to forbid travel by the state militia on the Sabbath to and from Camp Douglas?

Let all lovers of the Lord's day rejoice in the second defeat of an effort to establish a Sunday paper in the world's greatest city, London. Let every pastor improve tais opportunity to arouse the Christian conscience to banish the Sunday paper from our homes, and Christian advertisements from Sunday papers. J. H. DAVIDSON.




The Bible School.




It surely is no far cry from Michigan to Wisconsin, especially for one who loves both states, and I gladly respond to a request for some information in regard to what perhaps deserves the dignity of being called the Michigan Sunday-school Movement.

Certain criticisms of Sunday-school method have been growing more and more general in this state for several years. It has been felt, for instance, that the special sphere of the Sunday-school has considerably changed and that there must be accomodations in method to this new sphere. Formerly the Sunday-school was an effort to reach the unchurched with some attractive putting of main truths. The changed conditions have made it largely an effort of the church to train its own children in knowledge of the Bibie. And the fact that the Bible has no longer even a pretense of attention in the public schools, together with the still more serious fact that there is little study of it even in many Christian homes, seems to lay on the Sunday-school an increased obligation that its work should be thorough and spiritual.

There is also a wide sĮ read feeling that. the Sunday.school must reckon with much of modern discovery, both in Biblical investigation and pedagogical progress. There is surely no reason why the Church should be behind the Bible school in the eagerness to apply the most effective pedagogical methods; and it also may lift up our conception of the Sunday-school if we will remember that it is really a part of one system of Christian education, of which the Christian college is only another division.




our




All good things evolve slowly. But it was the growing feeling that change was necessary which prompted Michigan Association, four years ago, to vote that once in three years a state Congregational Sunday-school convention should be held. The first of these conventions met three years ago, and one of the results was the outline of a great system which was afterward published. The system here suggested was to be carried on in connection with the regular International lessons, and many Sunday-schools over the whole country are now using it in this way. Any one not having seen it should slip five cents into his next order to the Congregational Publishing Society and secure a copy.

The second of these Triennial Sunday-school conventions was held in January of the present year at Greeneville. Wisconsin contributed the valuable services of Superintendent Haun. This notable convention, in the midst of the grip season and the intensest cold of the winter, brought together seventy-five of our Congregational pastors and layman to discuss the Sunday-school in all its phases. This is an indication of the very general and deep interest and concern felt throughout the state in this fundamental Christian work. One of the important themes considered was a new system of lessons, and perhaps it is not too much to hope that some results of this discussion may assume tangible form.




The




There have been for several years two Sunday-school committees appointed by the State Association, one for the northern part of the state and one for the southern. I have just returned from our State meeting where it was voted to consolidate these committees into a committee of nine. committee appointed under this vote is a hopeful one and there is an expectation that the committee will somehow find it possible to gather up many of the results of the Greenville convention. The committee was instructed by the following vote of the association: "Resolved that the present committees on the Sunday-school be consolidated into a single committee of nine members to be known as a co-operating committee, and that this committee be instructed to advise with the state superintendent in regard to the matters of finance, with the superintendent also to counsel with the representatives of denominations as to co-ordination of our various denominational enterprises, and also to serve as they may be able in increasing the thoroughness, scholarliness, and spiritual efficiency of our Sunday-schools." J. A. BLAISDELL, Olivet, Mich.




Too Much Attention.




The pastor is exhorted to call on his people. This advice may be needed in certain cases. But the other side needs presenting. The writer is conscious of having made too much of certain families in the parish. He has called too often, as the results show. Some of those to whom special attention has been given have turned against the pastor and have done what they could to damage his character and influence. Some of these have shown that they were wholly incapable of appreciating or understanding the pastor's motives. They have even suspected him of having an ax to grind because of his visits and notice of them. In such cases it was not amiss for the pastor to call to mind the words of our Lord, "Cast not your pearls before swine lest they turn again and rend you," (with emphasis on the last word).

How much the young pastor needs to study human nature in this respect, that he may know whom to trust with his confidences!

Said a wise former pastor to the writer, "Call no man your friend." Though hard to follow, such advice is needed by the too confiding young pastor. For there are those ready to betray you, on the right and on the left.

"I like to be an itinerant," said a German M. E. preacher, "for when on the road I avoid the danger of being one who brings the contempt of too much familiarity."

Such caution applies especially to the honest, open hearted man who thinks others as honest and frank as himself. When he finds his confidences have been betrayed by false friends, he is made sad and downcast and regrets that he has trusted




anyone.




One of the best maxims we have seen is this: Talent shows what to say. Tact, what not to say. E. N. A.




Milwaukee-Downer Notes.

The students have nearly $100 toward a gymnasium fund. Miss Louise Prescott, (whose father was formerly pastor at Sturgeon Bay) returns from two years' study in Europe-one in Munich-to re-occupy her post at the head of the studio.

A gift to the library of $5,000 is presented by Mrs. H. A. J. Upham.

During Commencement week there is to be an out-door performance of "As You Like It"in the grounds near Holton Hall. The "Merchant of Venice" was enacted birthday. on Shakespeare's

Recent chapel talks by President John Henry Barrows, D. D.. of Oberlin, Miss Anne Reynolds, world's secretary of the Y. W. C. A., and Rev. J. P. Dysart, of the Children's Home Society.-Gleaned from The Kodak.
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Life in Our Churches.




Antigo-Rev. Wm. Pease, pastor. The church is moving toward a greatly needed parsonage. The Northeastern convention was entertained here May 9-10. Superintendent Carter presented Home Missions and preached here May 21. Ashland-Rev. A. G. Beach, pastor, furnishes our able editorial for this month. He says: "Our new academy principal is here and we are hoping he may be able to accomplish much. He has a hard task before him but seems to have the right sort of stuff in him."

Bristol and Paris-This church on the line of two townships of the above names, has been supplied from Chicago by R. Rogers, who, for the summer vacation, devotes himself to the field.

Clintonville-Rev. Wm. A. Gerrie, pastor. With resolutions of deep and tender regret, and despite a unanimous vote of the people to have it withdrawn, the pastor's résiguation has at length been finally accepted. This pastorate of five years has involved much hard and faithful work, really covering the work of two fields. needing two men. A fine new church and a doubled membership speak of the pastor's worth and emphasize the mutual love between pastor and people. At his coming 42 names of the present membership were on the roll. Fifty-two have since been added, while the Sunday-school has advanced from 60 to 160 or more. After a period of greatly needed rest, Brother Gerrie will again be open to pastoral engagement. He belongs to a ministerial family, having several brothers in the ministry.

Durand-Rev Alex Chambers, pastor. Four on confession and one by letter were received at the last Communion.

Dau's Corners-Rev. C. H. Chase, pastor. During past quarter, the people have replaced the church chairs with good pews. This church and Jackson have a specially hopeful outlook.

Endeavor-Principal R. L. Cheney, pasor. The Hancock News editor. returning from a visit to Endeavor, reports:

"That village is taking a boom this spring. The value of village lots is rapidly advancing and in some cases has more than doubled. The lots in the original plat are nearly all sold. "Forest Park" addition has been platted and lots in that are meeting with ready sale. Several new buildings are going up this season, including two hotels, livery barn, blacksmith shop and several dwellings, work now being in progress on the same. The academy is hopeful of being able to build another school building this season. Mr. Cheney, the principal, is a worker and a man that the people have confidence in. The surrounding country is settled with a prosperous class of people, and as long as the present management of the school continues we know of no reason why Endeavor should not continue to boom.

East Troy-Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, pastor. A gathering of more than ordinary interest was held at the home of Deacon and Mrs. Dickenson, at La Grange, April 21, 1899. About forty of the friends from Palmyra, Rev. Thos. W. Barbour, of East Troy, wife, and son Reynold, attended to help celebrate the sixty-third wedding anniversary. About 1.30 p. m. dinner was served, after which Mr. Barbour was requested to take charge of the serviees. These consisted of vocal and intrumental music, prayer, scripture, remarks, etc. A pleasing feature of the occasion was the reading of the third chapter of Proverbs, by Deacon Dickenson, standing, aged 85 years. He also made a few remarks, likewise Deacon Cook and Rev. Mr. Barbour. Music was rendered by the Wolfe orchestra, songs by the friends and a good time was had by everyone present. Before the end, Rev. Thos. W. Barbour reunited the aged couple in marriage-took photos of Mr. and Mrs. Dickenson, also of the friends who had come to help them celebrate. Deacon Dickenson was born in 1814, his wife in 1818. About four o'clock the company prepared to depart. Each one extended congratulations and left, trusting to meet next year, to celebrate their 64th anniversary. The aged couple enjoyed the gathering. They are well and strong considering age and everything.

Eau Claire Second-Rev. D. R. Anderson, pastor. Twelve new additions, eleven of them upon confession, were received at the May Communion.

Friendship-This church was encouraged May 14, when five new members were received into fellowship. Pastor Stevenson found nine members (including two absentees) in Sept. last, now there are 16 with hopes of others to join soon. The congregations are growing and there is increased interest in all departments of church work. Here and at two other distant points Pastor Stevenson has taken in 21 new members during the year.

Gays Mil s, Seneca and Towerville-Rev. M. J. Cameron, pastor, is greatly encourages by the growth of Sunday school at Gays Mills. Special contributions have been made by the Sunday-school. A hopeful feature of the work is also indicated by recent additions to church membership with others planning to unite later.

Sunday baseball is affecting the attendance and interest upon the church services, against which the pastor raises his voice with no "uncertain sound."

Green Ba-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, pastor. On Tuesday evening, May 9, 1899, by a unanimous vote of the society and church the First Presbyterian church of this city became the




Union Congregational church and takes its proper place among the Congregational churches of the state. In addition the church called Rev. J. M. A. Spence to become their pastor. He came to Green Bay last November from Winnipeg.

This new Congregational church hardly needs a welcome from the rest of the circle, having been Congregational for years in everything but name, and having long belonged to the Winnebago convention.

Hil'sboro-Rev. Thos. Barker, pastor, has done faithful, earnest service on this field.

As a result of special effort the curfew ordinance has been passed. The church's influence for good in the community is steadily increasing.

Kewaunee-Rev. W. E. Rigby, pastor, received nine into membership on confession of faith, during last quarter, from four different nationalities as follows: four German, three Bohemian, 1 Irish, 1 Scotch; four coming from the Roman Catholic church, two Lutheran, one Baptist and two of no church affiliation. Total membership of the church 22, out of 18 d fferent families. Mr. Rigby has accepted a call to take work, July 1, among he mountain whites at Jellico, Tenn., under the A. M. A. Plans have been made to hold and develope the excellent work which he has accomplished with great earnestness at Kewaunee.

Lake Nebagamon, Douglas Co., since last summer has developed into a thriving town of five or six hundred people, through the erection of a large sawmill by the Weyerhaeuser Lumber Co.

District Missionary Whitelaw began services in the fall, and arranged for their regular maintenance through the winter by Rev. S. E. Lathrop, of Ashland, being the only regular English speaking services which the town has had from the beginning. Arrangements are on foot for our organizing and developing the work in accordance with the general wishes of the people, who agree that the town has need and room for but one English Protestant church.
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The Baptists with their Chapel car held special meetings here the first of May, but learning the situation as above, made the work undenominational and withdrew in our favor, with a marked exemplification of denominational comity and Christian courtesy.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor, recently received three on confession and one by letter. The first sod was turned in preparation for the new building May 11. It was hoped to have the frame up by June 1st.

Milwaukee, Hanover Street-This church has quickly settled upon the Rev. H. H Jacobs, late from a campaign as chaplain of the Fourth Wisconsin regiment. Mr. Jacobs was a graduate of the Wisconsin University, and preached for a time at Mansfield House, London, Eng.

Milwaukee, North Side-Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, pastor. This church found the missionary tents a help in largely increasing the Home Missionary offering. The Sunday-school has long been cramped in its small chapel. After long waiting and with many obstacles, the main building is now begun. Neptune-Rev. George E. Farnham, of Ithaca, pastor. The church building has been greatly improved by an outside coat of paint.

Neillsville-Rev. George W. Longenecker, pastor, besides his home work is looking after several country appointments for Rev. John Willan during a campaign with the "Gospel tent" this summer. Special efforts are being made by the "Anti-Saloon League" of which Pastor Longenecker is president. Temperance books have been bought and placed in the public library. A Christian Eudeavor rally was recently held with great spiritual uplift as the result.

Five members of one family were received for membership at the May Communion.

Oconomowoc-The church has reluctantly accepted the resignation of Pastor J. W. Helmuth, and on Tuesday evening, May 23 a farewell reception was held in which various friends of the city, representing various denominations, paid high tribute to the character and work of Mr. and Mrs. Helmuth, along all progressive lines.

Osseo-Rev. J. E. Evans, pastor. The church at Osseo was never more prosperous than at present under the prayerful and energetic guidance of Pastor John E. Evans. Since Oct, 1898, fourteen new members have entered into covenant. A large attendance at the annual meeting voted to take up collections for each of the six Congregational benevolent societies during the coming year. Superintendent Dexter spent ten days here, holding special services, afternoons and evenings, from which all received great benefit. The Sabbath school is doing noble work, with the largest attendance during winter months ever known to this field. Special inducement was offered the children in form of a handsome banner, which greatly increased the attendance and interested the children. During the cold winter months Pastor Evans held cottage prayer meetings in the village and surrounding country and many hearts were touched through prayers offered in homes new to such devotions. On cold, frosty, Wednesday nights we could hear Pastor Evans on his way homeward, singing, "Joy to the World, the Lord is Come, Let earth receive her King," and keeping time by pounding his arms with his hands to keep his blood circulating. A "contributing table" inside the church door for interchange of reading matter has been established and we find it very successful,









The church inauguated a very successful campaign against the saloon evil in Osseo, and as the most feasible plan of reaching the boys was through the medium of the Good Templar organization, one was organized of 100 members. A thorough campaign was made and the result was the saloons were voted out. The church is struggling manfully and womanfully for self-support. The young ladies gave a helping hand. The W. C. T. U. gave $25 and the Ladies' Aid Society is working heroically for the same cause.

May the dear Father give us all more of his Holy Spirit that many more may live for Christ.

Peshtigo--Rev. E. N. Andrews, pastor. Brother Carter was a welcome guest here May 7th, and spoke good words to an attentive audience, morning and evening. In the morning with his state missionary map he presented the cause of our Home Missions. He also addressed the Sunday School and Juniors. May he find his way here again! The lamented Grassie was the last to present this theme in this place.

Port Washington--A year's work by Rev. Daniel Dexter has resulted in the organization of a self-supporting church and the erection of a building. He will now go abroad for a year and the place will be supplied for the present by Rev. A. D. Blakeslee, brother of Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, who is welcomed back from Colorado.

Shiocton and Ellington--Rev Philo Hitchcock, pastor-have just closed the first year's service with this field and reports a steady growth in interest and increase in attendance upon the Sabbath services.

A Temperance society has been organized and good results are already manifest. A unanimous call has been extended pastor Hitchock to remain another year.




success.




Sparta-Rev. Wm. Crawford, pastor. The Sunday evening following Arbor and Bird Day was filled by a service of mercy in which many boys and girls recited poems inculcating kindness to birds. The unique service filled the house, and all seemed delighted and edified. The State convention of the W. C. T. U., May 23 25, was largely attended and was accounted a great The state Sunday-school convention will be held in Sparta the latter part of June. Among specially attractive speakers will be Rev. R A. Torrey, of Chicago, and Prof. H. M. Hamill, of Illinois. A number of members of the Y. P. S. C. E. are getting ready to go to the annual convention at Detroit. Rev. and Mrs. Crawford recently entertained the graduating class and teachers of the High school at tea as they have for ten years past. The graduating class numbers twenty-five. An inspiring patriotic service was held in the evening on Memorial Sunday, as has been the custom for years. A crowd filled the church and a crowd were obliged to go away for want of room.

Tomahawk-Rev. S. W. MacNeill, pastor. "At Tomahawk, we are holding fast the things we have and are reaching out for those we would like to have, and ought to have. We cannot report great progress, but keep at work as usual."

Tomah-Rev. J. G. Smith, pastor. After the Murphy meetings and a nolicense campaign, although the victory was lost by 50 votes, still the result followed that the saloonmen voluntarily (!) closed their saloons on Sunday and became more circumspect. The ladie's fair resulted in about $200 to be devoted to church repairs.

Two Rivers and Two CreeksThe work is enlarging and Pastor Davidson says there is work enough to keep two men busy. He reports a recent Endeavor prayer meeting in Two
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Creeks at which there were four women and twenty men present. Six at Two Rivers and five at two Creeks, were received in April. Union

Grove, Wisconsin-Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor. Friday, May 26, Mrs. Ann Northrup and her son, Bryan, gave a very pleasant reception to the members of the church here who united with it fifty years ago that date. Of the seven living those present were Mrs. Ann Northrup, Deacon D. N. Callar, Mr. and Mrs. Homer Adams. The othes guests present were Mrs. D. N.' Callar, the pastor, Rev.V. F. Brown and his wife. A bountiful repast was served by the hostess and after a short season of prayer the celebration of the 50th anniversary of their union with the church was ended. During the afternoon the pastor took a picture of this faithful band.




W.




West Green Bay-Rev. Chas. Nelson, pastor, has organized a missionary society to aid in caring for the needy members of the parish, especially of the Sunday school.

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, the pastor, lost a new barn, horse, buggy, etc., destroyed by lightning, May 26a specially serious loss for one with a small salary called to long rides. The barn had been recently completed by the people as a parsonage barn.




Dedication at Waukesha.

The Waukesha Freeman and a tasteful, illuminated program bring tidings of this deeply interesting event-with cuts of the old church and new-which took place May 7. Rev. Otis F. Curtis was the first pastor of the "Prairieville" church, organized in 1838 with 17 members. On the Sunday named, Rev. George C. Haun addressed the Sundayschool at 10:30 a. m., and Pastor I. L. Cary spoke on "Our Sunday-school and the New Church." At 2:30 p. m. the dedication service was held with appropriate musical and devotional accessories, Rev. Dr. G. H. Ide preaching the sermon and Dr. Judson Titsworth making a congratulatory address, and offering the prayer of dedication after an admirable responsive dedicatory act. The hymn of dedication sung was written by Father C. W. Camp, for 25 years pastor, and a memorial window is placed for him and his wife.

A union service was held at 7:30 p. m., with fraternal addresses by Pastors J. G. Blue, W. A. McKillip and J. Herzog, interspersed with jubilant music.

The old church was used as a basis for the new, but is completely transformed and much enlarged. Total cost, $10,000.




The Child Who Tells Lies.

Lying is a pernicious, poisonous habit but nothing more than a habit, therefore curable. It is not the effort of the victim but of his friends that will start a cnre. The liar does not realize his peril until almost too late to remedy the matter himselves, but I have known of caseswhere old and experienced liars have cur




ed themselves but nobody but themselves knew what a struggle it was. and how like the drink habit, it kept cropping up again.

The wrong course to pursue-attempt to spank it out of a child, attempt to shame it out, scold it out, and you will not succeed at all.

A child will lie to cover up a lie and multiply trouble for himself and you. You cannot cure a child who has lied about a piece of work by making him go back and do it over. With some children, an appeal to their better natures will effect a temporary cure, but in spite of the child's good intentions, he is sure to be tempted at some future time.

But you can ridicule it out of a child. He will stand martyrdom, scoldings and lickings adlibitum, but ridicule, never!

An Irish woman's son lied about some fish he claimed to have caught. Said she: "Ye young bla'gard, do ye's think ye can fool yer auld mither, lyin' tu 'er? Ye little ape, yer mither can see thim fish right in yer two eyes, an' ye niver had thim on the hook! Go lang wid ye, ye laughin' stock of the hull village wid yer lies; go hide yerself!"

Try my method, it is free.

Lying is often the desire for "something startling" in dull and stupid lives, and exaggeration, in the right channels, is often the making of a writer, but don't tell this to the children.

The grown up liar has a two-fold mission to amuse the gullible and to warn others not to walk in his tracks. AUNT LUCY.




The Rock.

BY WM. HAUGHTON.




The tempest rocks the troubled deep; 
  The waters far and wide, 
That seemed at summer noon to sleep, 
 And wild at eventide. 
They thunder on the throbbing beach; 
 They drench the shivering strand, 
But far above their rage and reach, 
  Upon the rock I stand. 
The rock-the rock-the steadfast rock, 
  So strong to shield and save- 
It meets unmoved the tempest shock, 
 And backward hurls the wave! 


The seagull dips on fearless wing,

 Or climbs the billowy stair, 
But these weak hands can only cling 
  Or fold themselves in prayer. 


O God! though wild the tempest breaks, 
 Thy cloud-rift from above 
Of scattered mist a rainbow makes- 
  Sweet tokens of thy love. 


The rock-the high uplifted rock, 
 So strong, so sure, so brave- 
It meets unmoved the tempest shock, 
 And backward hurls the wave. 
Dear Christ-our one abiding Hope- 
 The Refuge of the soul 
Where tempest sweeps the mountain slope 
  And waves of trouble roll,- 


I lean in weakness on thy love, 
 No other help I know, 


Who else have I in heaven above 
  Or on the earth below! 
The Rock-the Rock-the sacred Rock, 
 So strong to shield and save- 
To meet unmoved the tempest shock 
 And backward hurl the wave 










Wilwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE, WIS.




Endowed for the higher education of




women.




Will Reopen Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.
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sin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop




Full Four Year College Courses lead- THE BREEZE PRINTING CO., Menasha, Wis. most normally in competition with each




ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. Seminary, Four Year College Preparrtory Courses, Ancient and Modern Classical and English; accredited by the best Universities and Colleges of the West and the East.

Native Teachers of German and French

Music Department directed by

EMIL LIEBLING

Art, Elocution, Physical Training,

MISS E. C. SABIN, President.
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with 
wide range of electives, lead- 
ing to the degrees of A.B., 
Ph.B. and B.S. 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi-Its Aim




pal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin,









THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT
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Envelops with corner card,




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of 250 250 Note Heads with corner card
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H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHN- 
SON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND 
Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of 
        the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




Cash with order. "It's' the secret of our success."




THE BETHLE EM EIBLE




-AND




North Dakota and the Up- MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL
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Cleveland, O. This Institution, the only one of the kind in organic connection with the Congregatio al body, (through its Education Society) and cordially endorsed by action of the Congregational Triennial Council, receives young women of piety and ability, of American and foreign parentage, who wish to prepare themselves for missionary work as Pastor's Assistants. City Missionaries, Bible-Readers and Christian Nurses, in City and other Home Mission fields amongst native and foreign population. Tuition free. Expenses for board, etc., $150 a school year. Course, two or three years, length depending upon previous preparation. Full information can be obtained from H. A. Schauffler, 1532 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.




W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Renew

Your




Subscription
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PATENTS TO




Our

Church

Life.









VOL. 5. 
Wisconsin and the World King- 
           dom. 


MENASHA, JULY, 1899.

Again the guns, big and little, are booming, torpedoes crack, flags flutter, rockets soar, and we all swing our hats and shout Vive l'America! We like to do it.




*




*
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Then we were exulting with great thanksgiving over the brilliant victories our brave army and navy were winning in Cuba and Porto Rico. We were sure that conflict meant the downfall of tyranny, the relief of the long oppressed, the uplifting of humanity.




NO. 9.




The crucial and all decisive response is "It is our manifest destiny to carry trade, humanity, civilization and Christianity to the Philip pines;" or the extinguishing retort "We have the Philippines on our hands; what shall we do, if not subjugate them?"

There may be this reply, and it is deeply pertinent. It is not necessary to do great wrong that great good may come. It is not necessary in this closing 19th century to shoot down men, or to kill captives, or to devastate homes (for which there too sadly authentic reports) in order to teach the heathen our ripest modes of civilization and refinement, or to open a bullet-pierced door for the gospel.




are




If anyone desires more assured light along these lines, let him send for "Liberty Tracts," No.




In that we have kept our faith and our patriot- 1 and 2, issued by the Central Anti Imperialist




ism unstained.




*




Today this nation with its right hand is ably represented in the world's first great peace congress, upheld by myriad prayers and hopes of Christendom, urging the disarmament of the great powers, and the induction of a universal era of peace and good will to men, with arbitration as the solvent for all disputes. God grant it!




*




At the self-same hour by a singular paradox, this nation with its left hand is engaged in a bitter and bloody conflict in the island of Luzon, which promises to end only as a war of extermination. Many of our brave soldiers, acting loyally under orders, have fallen-more than half a thousand already. "The enemy," who are being shot down daily by the score and the hundred, are a simple, ignorant people-half civilized or less, over whom our only claim of control or ground for subjugation is a cash purchase of their beautiful land from their old, inhuman oppressors, as an exigency of victorious war; a people who are accused of no crime against humanity, and whose only offense against our government, (to which by every American principal, they owed none but voluntary allegiance) was a deep hunger for liberty; a repeated, but vain appeal for a fair hearing in behalf of already attempted self government, in the ears of a professedly civilized and Christian realm that has only the rights of power and purchase; and at length, as the immediate cause of this dreadful waste and carnage, if the truth is told, only "a drunken escapade of natives, for which their leaders were not respons




ible."




*




*




So we are taking up the "white man's burden" with a vengeance.




League, Tacoma Building, Chicago, embodying the views of such persons as President Henry Wade Rogers, Bishop J. R. Spaulding, Edwin Burritt Smith, Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, and others, and endorsed by the deliverances of Senator Geo. F. Hoar, President David Starr Jordan, of Leland Stanford, President Eliot, of Harvard, Hon. Carl Schurz, Bishop Potter, of New York, and an enlarging number of undoubted statesmen and philanthropists.

Rev. H. W. Lathe, of Pasadena, Cal., contributes an article to the Advance of June 22, which may be well called an outcry of a burning soul. Its title is startling, "The Decline of Vital Religion in the Church." But at risk of gaining a pessimist's reputation, Mr. Lathe presents facts and arguments to substantiate his title.

Mr. Lathe is not an antiquated fossil nor an uncultured bigot, but a scholarly man in life's earlier prime, who represents the finest culture of Yale and Andover, whose first pulpits were the Plymouth church of Portland, Maine, and the historic First church of Northampton, Mass. His arraignment also receives force from the fact that Mr. Lathe is a distinct believer in the present dominion and the personal empowering of the Holy Spirit.

Moreover, Mr. Lathe suggests a practicable ation he pictures; it is not discussion nor theorizremedy for the deplorable, but not hopeless, situing, not the exploiting of schemes for moneyraising, nor institutionalities nor sociological expedients, nor even forward movements in bedownright, united confession of sin and need on nevolence, valuable as all may be, but a deep, every side, a general call to humiliation and prayer and a common plea for the outpouring of God's Holy Spirit upon the church of today"seeking the Lord till He came."









EDITORIAL.




Bearing Testimony.




To




To a great many of our church members-and most excellent people they are at that,-the so-called "testimony meeting" has no attractions. most of them what is ordinarily referred to in speaking of "testifying" or "giving testimony" in the regular prayer-meeting or the special evangelistic meetings of the church comes with rather an unwelcome and even unpleasant sound. There must be some reason for this inasmuch as our Congregational membership is not prone to abandon the established tradition of the church without cause.

Doubtless many things have contributed to produce this attitute toward one of the time-honored institutions of our church; but the real cause will in most cases be found to lie in the abuse rather in the use of the testimony meeting. Many good people have wholly misconceived the true religious idea lying behind the words "bearing testimony." Of late years there has grown up among our membership a very respectable number of very worthy people,most of them of excellent Christian character and of irreproachable private life, but who in some way or other have got the idea in their heads that they are the elect of God, chosen vessels as it were, upon whom God has seen fit to bestow special spiritual gifts and favors and to whom He has given a far richer spiritual experience than to others. It is a matter of regret that many of them are young people. So far as they are concerned we may well stop to consider whether or not some of our modern hot-house methods of training our young people for Christian service are behind it all; or whether it may not be the logical outcome of the teachings of certain schools and individuals whose principal efforts seem to be directed towards doing away with an educated ministry. At any rate we find some of them at one time endeavoring to instruct their pastors in matters theological and at another recounting their own spiritual experiences or giving their testimony in prayer- meeting, and too often it is the case that their experiences and testimonies are




peculiarly favored in this respect over their fellows. We may be mistaken about a good many things in this world, especially those which concern our relations to our Creator; but one thing we may be sure, and that is this;-If the time ever does come to any of us when Christ shall enter richly and abundantly into our lives, when our will shall become completely subordinate to His, when our supreme purpose shall be to serve and honor Him and keep His holy law, when our whole life shall be ordered after His divine will, it will not be necessary for us to stand up in prayer meeting or anywhere else and proclaim the fact to our neighbors and friends. They will know it long before we are aware of it ourselves. They can read it in our faces. It will shine forth in our every word and deed and live long after our lips are silent.

If we could only appreciate the beauty and power of a genuine Christian character and the strong, sure and unfailing testimony of a real Christ-like life, how much more rapid would be the advance of the Kingdom of God among men. The world needs example far more than it needs precept; and a profession that is not fully exemplified in the life of the individual is apt to do quite as much harm as good.

A few days ago there passed out from our household of faith and entered into the joy of her Lord one who for seventeen years in this community has been a living epistle of Christ known. and read of all men. Her life in our midst has borne powerful testimony to the realities of the Christian religion. Her daily walk and conversation were a constant witness for Christ. The memory of her rich and womanly character, of her sweet and loving ministry in her home and in her church and among those who knew her well will be an inspiration and a blessing to many of us in the years that are to come. The little circle of her influence will go on widening until its waves shall break upon the eternal shores. Being dead she yet speaketh; and yet hers was the testimony of deeds rather than of words, of a life rather than of a profession.

HAROLD WEBSTER NICKERSON,




tion.




nothing more than boasting rehearsals of some More About the Superior Convenpeculiar favor or approval bestowed upon them by God himself or some unusually rich spiritual experience that has been theirs or, mayhap, some evidence that Christ has taken ful and complete possession of them and that all their steps are ordered after his perfect will.




It is not a Christian duty to discourage any one in his aspirations after a higher spiritual life and a richer spiritual experience; but the world needs other evidence of the indwelling of Christ than the profession of words. It is sad but true that those who talk loudest and longest concerning their nearness to Christ are the very ones who give little evidence in their outward lives that they are




Are you planning to come to the State Convention at Superior Sept. 12th? Whatever else you do don't miss it. You can't afford to. In the first place just run your eye over the good things below which are part of the

PROGRAM OF THE MEETING:

"The Religious Outlook; Optimistic, Pessimistic, Melioristic," Rev. J. W. White of Menomonie. "The Contributions of Science to Religion, Physical, Biological, Psychological," Rev. Judson Titsworth of Milwaukee.









"The Transient and the Permanent in Religious will receive later, but make up your mind now to Thought and Activity," Rev. E. G. Updike of Madison.




"The Church as a Solvent for Social Problems," Rev. S. G. Smith of the People's Church, St. Paul, Minn.

"Theology; Its Content; Its Source; Its Value," "The Word of God," Rev. F. T. Rouse, Appleton. "The Home Missionary Problem and Its Solution," Dr. George R. Leavitt of Beloit.

"Our Country, in War, Arbitration and Peace," Rev. E. H. Smith of Oshkosh.

"Convention Sermon," Rev. Henry Faville of La Crosse.

"The Sunday School: Its Merits; Its Defects; Its Opportunity," Rev. C. S. Osborne of Lake Geneva.




come.




Sincerely yours,




JAMES Robert Smith. In behalf of the Program Committee and of the Pilgrim Church.




The New Richmond Cyclone.

New Richmond, Wis., suffered an appalling disaster in the destruction of the entire business portion of the village and a large share of the residences, by cyclone, Monday evening, June 12. Inside of five minutes every business place and about half of the residences were utterly destroyed. The loss of life and property is beyond conception. Pastor Adams and family were unharmed. Three church buildings were destroyed. The




"The Christian Endeavor Movement; Its Merits; Congregational and Catholic churches were the Its Defects; Its Opportunity."




"The Expansion of the Kingdom;" Presented by Our Representative Men and Women.




*




Besides all tHIS, there will be the usual reports on our work in general, devotional hours and private consultations, and the Women's Work in general.

Then there will be a fine excursion about the harbor and up the St. Louis river to Fond du Lac, and many other sights about the city and vicinity. Then, of course you want to be there to participate in the Home Missionary Rally and take part in the discussion of "Wisconsin's Forward Movement."




It




You must begin now to plan and work and pray for this convention. Again we say you can't afford to miss it. We still hope for an excursion at that time, but in any case raise the money and send a delegate from every church besides the pastor. Let pastors plan to take their vacations about this time. There is no place like this for a genuine, refreshing outing for a tired worker of any kind. Superior welcomes you with open arms. We know you will be repaid many times over for the sacrifice and expense of the trip. seems a long way for the friends in the southern part of the state, but remember that we have to make that trip from this part of the state every year, and let the friends in the south make it gladly this time. Plenty of time will be given for the treatment and discussion of these great themes before us on the program. And we need a full and enthusiastic representation for the proper solution of the great Home Missionary Problem which is just now upon us for decision. Let us come with hearts full of the spirit and love of the Master and solve the problems He has laid upon us as becometh His followers. Let all the pastors and churches make the convention the subject of special prayer from now on till we meet, and the Lord will be with us in blessing and power. Don't wait for the printed program and invitation you




only ones left, and were used for morgues at first. The Congregational tower was demolished, a part of the roof destroyed, and the building otherwise so injured that probably $2,000 will be required for repairs.

In this unparalleled calamity it is the least that sympathizers can do, to come to the relief with financial aid. Special gifts to aid in setting the stricken church upon its feet may be sent to the pastor, Rev. A. D. Adams, New Richmond, Wis. Homer W. Carter, Secretary W. H. M. S.
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The New Richmond horror is beyond description and realization. Over 125 dead, and scarcely a home having escaped either injury or loss of life or property! Supt. Haun and Secretary Carter visited the ruins the following Thursday, when dead bodies were still being removed. Pastor Adams the afternoon before remained at the Cemetery for burials, at short interals,-12 during that day. At one time there were 17 dead bodies in our church building, and the parsonage was filled with the wounded.

Since the report published in the Advance, as above, it becomes more evident that it will be the part of wisdom and almost of necessity to rebuild the badly damaged meeting-house. Since the general funds, so generously poured into the stricken city, and needed in far greater amount, cannot be used for the churches as such, special contributions for this purpose will be needed, besides temporary missionary aid for the support of the church. The First Church of Eau Claire has already responded with a generous contribution of $200 for this purpose. Others are coming to the front.

The New Richmond church building is badly shattered, belfry torn off, part of the roof gone, carpets spoiled, the whole structure racked and out of plumb.









Death of Hon. E. D. Smith.

Many of our readers will be deeply shocked and bereaved, at the announcement as we go to press, of the death of our beloved and venerated brother, Elisha D. Smith, at his home in Menasha, on Friday evening, July 7, after a week's acute illness. The best of medical skill summoned from near and far could not avail to hold in life one whose ca

reer has been a pathway of beneficence and kindness out of a true heart and a manly ideal, tempered with the spirit of a little child.

The proprietor of a great and successful manufacturing plant, carrying in his thought a multitude of details and doing an extent and variety of work that would be appalling to many a man, he always found leisure for the engagements of God's Kingdom and countless unobtrusive and modest opportunities to confer benefits upon his fellowmen near and far in the exercise of a broad, Christly character.

At his funeral no building could hold the tearful throngs assembled from Menasha and Neenah, the twin cities where he had lived and wrought. A great procession of sympathetic working men and friends of loftier degree followed him to his grave, and the streets were lined with women and children in instinctive demonstration of heartfelt grief, whose lives and characters he had blessed and benefitted.

Aside from his family, the Menasha church, in which he was most active and constant, is deeply bereaved. So are the wide circle of business men among whom his wisdom and integrity were known and read. So are the colleges of Ripon and Milwaukee Downer, of which he was a valued trustee. No less our state Home Missionary Society, of which he has long been a sympathetic wise and generous director, the American Board, of which he was a valued corporate member and many another beneficent interest within and without the circle of our church work. More extended memorial of his life will appear next month.




Ho, for Madeline Island!

Inasmuch as the Convention for this year is to be at West Superior, Sept. 12th, pastors and laymen, who are going to the State Convention, might plan to start a week or two, or longer, early, and stop at Madeline Island until the time of the convention. It is proposed to have a kind of symposium the week before the convention, from Sept. 6 to 12, when two or three hours in the morning will be used in discussing the reviews of some of the leading books of the year, with a Home Missionary Conference on the Saturday preceding the convention-and a good sermon Sunday morning in the Historic church, the oldest church building of any kind in Wisconsin.

Rev. J. A. Stemen has promised to read a paper for discussion on the life of Drummond, by Prof. Smith; Rev. C. A. Wight, of Platteville, will review the Drama of Life, by Pike; Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Ph.




D., will give a review of one of the leading books of the year in sociology. Rev. S. P. Wilder, D. D., will review Fisher's "Through Nature to God." Some one of our best preachers will give us a sermon Sunday morning. This will make an interesting week,-not too much work, but just enough to keep the soul alive while the body is being restored.

This kind of a week before the convention will

help on the interest in the routine work of the convention-and give us an interchange of thought and spirit, lines of thought and life which it is not possible to consider during the sessions of the convention. It will give us leisure for thought and personal conference which we all need. Verly truly,




E. P. SALMON.




A Sad Bereavement.

Our beloved missionary, Rev. John Willan, and family met with a sore bereavement in the accidental death of their daughter Alice, near Medford, Taylor Co., upon Sunday, June 25th.

They were just concluding the first tent meetings of the season at Perkinstown near Medford, when driving down a steep hill, Saturday, something broke and the team ran, resulting in the death next day of Mrs. Neal Morrison and Miss Willan. The latter was thrown against a stump, striking it with her temple, and never regained consciousness in the 18 hours that she survived.

Alice was 16 years of age last May and the oldest living child of Brother and Sister Willan. She was the organist in the tent meetings, and was peculiarly unselfish and helpful. Multitudes where the family have been to bless in the gospel meetings will recall her modest sweet-spirited helpfulness and join in deep and prayerful sympathy for the bereaved family.
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BUSINESS CORNER.




EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief—SAMUEL T. Kidder, Ripon. Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. Contributing Editors




December, REV. E. N. ANDREWS, Peshtigo. 
January, REV. HARRIET E. WILLIAMS, Black Earth. 
 February, REV. C. A. BOUGHTON, Necedah. 


March, REV. T. Z. EVANS, Berlin.

April, REV. S. P. WILDER, Delavan. 
May, REV. H. C. TODD, Eagle River. 


June, REV. A. G. BEACH, Ashland.

July, H. W. NICKERSON, Esq., Milwaukee.

August, REV. W. B. MILLARD New London.

September, REV. N. T. BLAKESLEE, Milwaukee. October, REV. JOHN A. STEMEN, Viroqua. November, REV. G. W. LONGENECKER, Niellsville.




Advisory Committee




The Chairmen of the Ten District Missionary Committees.




Heads of Departments




Church News, Reviews and Exchanges-REV. S. T. KID- 
    DER, Ripon. 


C. S. S. and P. S.-SUPT. George C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-Mrs. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 


Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E., 
Colleges and Academies, 


Temperance, Sociology and

Sabbath observance.




In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1898.




GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE has been changed to Menasha, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

Advertisements-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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We find it necessary once more to say to our contributors that manuscripts written on both sides of the page can not be used, unless copied by the editor at great and unrewarded labor, in the midst of the last hurry and strain of going to press. As the said editor has a parish to care for and mountains of other work to do, it is submitted that an apology at the foot of such a manuscrip, for sending it, in no way makes his burden lighter. Nor does it ease his mind, or back, to be given "carte blanche" to cut down a convention report of 24 crowded pages to the four or five in which it must appear.




Be sure to note the articles in this issue, relative to the Superior Convention, the Madeline Island Conferences and the needs of the stricken church and parish at New Richmond,




It is a comfort to know that in the awful devastation and loss of life, caused by the New Richmond cyclone, our dear brother Adams, the pastor, with his family and a considerable portion of his church people were spared. Mr. Adams writes "Our home unharmed except for cracks and broken windows. Our church much damaged, other protestant churches entirely gone. Many members of our church are about penniless, except for their homes. This is a great strain and awful disaster."




It is a delight to find the satisfactory condition and hopeful outlook at both Endeavor and North Wisconsin Academies, after their overwhelming trials and almost death struggles. Debts provided for and all bills paid, with Principals Cheney and Fenenga, rare men, and rare "fits."




In addition to the death of Alice Willan, noted elsewhere, we note also with grief and sympathy the death during the past month of Mrs. Spellman the wife of Rev. H. O. Spellman of Edgerton, and of Mr. Victor Lowe for many years a prominent business man of Palmyra, and a leading officer of our church there.




The ten district Conventions, all attended by Secretary Carter, with his map and totals of offerings to date, on the whole showed unusual interest, and in some cases enthusiasm for the For ward Movement.

The Welsh Convention instructed a committee to make special effort to bring every church into line.




The Sturgeon Bay church has a fine and effec. tive way of authorizing by vote the sending of a pastoral and church letter (envelope enclosed) to every member, as a preparatory expedient for each benevolence offering during the year. This adds untold force to the mere volunteer pastoral appeal, leads the church member to be on the look-out for it, and removes all possibility of its being regarded as a dun. A specimen before us of the letter preceding the Children's day offering, for the C. S. S. and P. S. is an admirable model of conciseness and effectiveness.




*




The Burlington church, at its annual meeting had the good fortune of discovering a new trustee elect, who refused to serve, except on condition of monthly meetings to be held by the board of trustees, and the full payment of all bills monthly either from the treasury, or by loans from the bank. Would that all our churches might learn that even Christian business is business!
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The annual meeting of the Woman's Home Missionary Union will be held at West Superior Tuesday, Sept. 12. I wish to call the attention of the ladies to the fact that this meeting comes one week earlier than usual this year and consequently our financial year will be much shortened. Heretofore the largest amouut received in any one month has been in the month of September, last year the receipts being over $700. If the summer contributions are not sent in promptly our receipts for this year will fall a good deal short of our aim. The treasurer's books will be closed Sept. 1. The five cents per member, for expense fund, has been received from but few of our societies, this being the only source of income with which to meet the small expenses of the Union. I write this word just as a reminder to those who have been delaying. We hope for a large attendance at the mecting in Superior, and for an outpouring of the Spirit upon us to quicken our zeal and enthusiasum in all missionary work.
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Only two months to the Annual Meeting.

If possible let your contributions reach the Treasurer by September 1st.

Are you planning to be at West Superior? The date is Tuesday, September 12th. The Annual Meeting will be held in the afternoon, with a public meeting in the evening in the interest of the W. B. M. I. and the Wisconsin Home Missionary Union.

Report from Chicago up to June 10th shows amount received for the debt $3200; total receipts $5000 more than at the same date last year;-only $5000 in advance of current expenses. Have you sent in your dollar for the debt fund?

Up to June 1st the Wisconsin Branch had received about $3100.00. This is less than half of the $6500.00 expected. Only three months more to bring up the balance, and one month of that will have passed before this number of OUR CHURCH LIFE reaches its readers.

A Missionary Rally was held at Beloit, May 27th, with seven churches represented. An attractive invitation and program was issued with topics including the following: Praise service, led by Miss Lucy Walker; address, Miss A. B. Sewell; A Word in Season, Mrs. A. T. Stacy; Present Need, Mrs. D. M.Olds and Mrs. C.H. Macumber; One Aspect of City Missionary Work, Miss Pitkin; A Little Child Shall Lead Them, Mrs. A. J. Hutton; Children's Hour; What I Saw of Missionary Work in Jerusalem, Miss Leavitt; The Story of the Bulgarian's Faith, Mrs. W. W. Sleeper; Women and Children of the Orient, Mrs. E. D. Eaton; Question box; Consecration meeting, led by Mrs. S. W. Eaton. Solos were sung by Miss Leavitt and Miss Agnes Powers.

Such rallies would be helpful in other districts. They need but a little thoughtful pains to get them up. The speakers, coming from various places, render the meeting specially attractive to the local society.




Ministerial Movements.

STUDENTS IN SUMMER FIELDS.

BLAKESLEE, WALTER C.-Yale-at Alderly. 
Cutler, Alex E.-Chicago-at Lake Nebagamon. 
HITCHCOCK, WALLACE C.-Chicago-at Eldorado. 
MCLAREN, H. O.-Moody Institute-at Irvington. 


OLSON, MISS HELEN, Moody Institute,-is giving Bible readings at various points in Clark county.

RALPH, EDWIN A.-Beloit College-at Friendship. RICE, ALBERT R.-Beloit College-at Lynxville. ROWELL, WILFRED A.-Beloit College-at Mishicott and Larrabee.

SCHOENFELD, BENJ. F.-N. W. University-at Dodgeville. WEISS, JOSEPH-Yale-Port Washington, and Boys' Camp of Plymouth church, Milwaukee.

Young, Archie A.-Chicago-Princeton.




BARKER, REV. THOS.,-under pressure from church and citizens, temporarly withdraws resignation.

CHALLINOR, KEV. J., closes work at Hazel Green. CHAMBERS, REV. C. A., has begun work at White Creek, Easton and New Chester.

DAVIDSON, REV. Wм. E.,-of Delavan, has accepted call and begun work at St. Charles, Ill.

DAY, REV. E. E.,-is supplying Kewaunee.

DOE, REV. F. B., of Ashland, supplies Mason and Drummond. HAYNER, REV. A. J., has resigned at Shullsburg and entered business in that citv.

HOLWAY, REV. J. W., has closed pastorate at Sterling and DeSoto, and takes post graduate studies at the east.

KILBOURNE, REV. Wm., of South Kaukauna, accepts call to Burlington, to begin Aug. 1.

MASON, Rev. P. H., late of North Kaukauna, accepts call to Corning, Iowa.

MURPHY, REV. T. F.,-accepts call to Lee Center, Ill. RAWSON, Mr. G. H., closes his labors in the Kickapoo val. ley and takes a rest in Beloit.

ŘEAM, REV. W. T.,-of Cumberland, supplies Watertown during July and August.

SHAW, REV. B. J. H., (U. Meth.) Hartland, Wis., called to Grand Rapids.

SHORT, REV. Wм. H., has resigned at Spring Valley and for the summer supplies the Taylor church, New Haven, Conn. STEVENSON, REV. W. D. J., of Friendship, accepts call to Pittsville and Vesper.

TYLER, REV. H. F., of Oshkosh Plymouth, is called to Phymouth church, Columbus, Ohio.

WICK WIRE, REV. MR., of New York, supplies West Salem. WILLIAMS, MRS. HARRIET E.,-returns from Madison to Black Earth.

WHITCOMB, REV. W. A,, supplies Spring Valley.









Books, Pamphlets, Exchanges.




GRACE PORTER. A Jewel Lost and Found, by Joseph P. Dysart. Published by the author, Milwaukee, Wis., 1899. Cloth and paper. 16 mo. Pp. 213.

This book, dedicated to the author's wife, issues from the fertile brain and broad and successful experience of the wellknown superintendent of our Children's Home Society. It ought, like Uncle Tom's Cabin, to be the creator of an epoch. It is the appeal of the homeless child for a home. Woven into the thread of a touching and fascinating story, replete with pathos, humor and brightness, moving among the current life and social theories of today, here is a resistless plea, enforced by the logic both of real events and of profound arguments, for the home versus the institution as the normal place of nurture, restraint, development, reform, or what you please, for the orphaned, or worse than orphaned, waif. Grace Porter, its heroine, is a foundling. Adopted into a loving home, she becomes a transforming genius for a household, a community, a state, in the interests of placing that element known as "minor wards" under saving and hopeful conditions, after God's own me.hod, outside of grim-walled, unnatural and vastly more expensive institutions, under the reign of love rather than law, under mothers and fathers instead of masters. The book will be read widely and with deep interest.




PAMPHLETS.




THE PENTATEUCHAL QUESTION, a Conservative, Mediating View, by Rev. J. D. Davis, D. D., Kyoto, Japan.-Fukuin Co., Ltd., Yokohama, 1899. This study of a burning problem by one of our most devoted and scholarly missionaries, clearly states the position of the extreme critics, and the old view, with ample and fair illustrations, then elaborates his own mediating view, with concise yet copious arguments and references, holding Moses to be a historical person, and the Mosaic codes the basis and main ground work of the Pentateuch; largely written by Moses, but utilizing earlier documents and subject to later revision and editing. Its references show wide reading and exhaustive Bible study.




THE PERSONALITY OF GOD, a small tract by the same author, endeavors to define God's personality by the formula "Intellect, Sensibility, Will, Freedom, Moral nature and Selfconsciousness, (as man knows them) multiplied by infinity, plus X," standing for "inconceivable and measureless activities and modes of being." From this fundamental postulate he argues the reasonableness of miracles, revelation, the Trinity and the atonement, as well as the inspiration of the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit's personality and the future life.
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LIBERTY TRACTS, No. 1 and 2, issued by the Central AntiImperialist League, of Chicago.-Tacoma Building.

No. 1 is an account of the Liberty meeting in Central Music Hall, April 30, in vigorous protest against the methods pursued by our government in the subjection of the Philipinos as hostile to liberty and tending to militarism. In this, strong words are uttered by Dr. Henry Wade Rogers, Rev. Jenkin Lloyd Jones, J. Lawrence Laughlin, Edwin Burritt Smith and others. No. 2 is an address, "Patriotism and Imperialism," by J. Lawrence Laughlin. The most ardent expansionists will get some new light from the facts and arguments here presented.

CURRENT HISTORY. First Quarter, 1899. Vol. 9, No. 1. Edited by A. S. Johnson, Ph. D. 254 pp. Illustrated with 55 portraits, 16 maps, views, etc. Quarterly, $1.50 a year. Single numbers 40 cents. Specimen pages free. Boston, Mass. Current History Co.

The rapidly-shifting panorama of the world's doings is here, as it were, "biographed" for the reader. Each number




gives a remarkably clear and intelligent epitome of the leading facts of today's history in concise and handy form for reference, but at the same time revealing a broad and firm grasp of the historical significance of events, their relations and bearings, and never losing sight of those points of style and form which are essential to a high standard of literary quality. The present number fully maintains the standard which during the past nine years has won for CURRENT HISTORY an established reputation as synonymous with reliabili ty, accuracy and a liberality of view the farthest removed from narrow, political or sectarian b as. The contents of the present number include a full treatment of the Issues of War, the arguments for and against "Expansion," the Samoan difficulty, the Hawaiian problem, the Alaska boundary, the Dreyfus Crisis in France, the political and commercial problem in the Far East, the Disarmament Conference, the Balkan Crisis, the Muscat Incident, the partition of the Soudan, the Trust Problem and Stock movements in the United States, Army and Navy affairs, the French Shore question in Newfoundland, the Isthmian Canal question, the oppression of Finland, Australian Federation, Wireless Telegraphy, Color Photography, New Astronomical Discoveries, the Clarke Art Sale, the Anglican Church Crisis, Pope Leo on "Americanism," etc., with biographical sketches of Col. Roosevelt, the members of the Philippine Commission, Pres. Faure, Pres. Loubet, all the American delegates to the Czar's Peace Conference, Chauncy M. Depew, J. H. Choate, Secretary Hitchcock, Herbert Putnam, W. R. Merriam; Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman, Sr. Silvela, Father Chiniquy, Prof, O. C. Marsh, Joseph Medill, Dean Murray of Princeton, Bishop Williams and many others.




With its infinite variety of excellencies, the July LADIES' HOME JOURNAL appeals to every taste and touches upon every interest. It opens with "The Most Famous Little Town in America," which pictures many interesting spots in historic and literary Concord. There is a delightful view of social life in the Colonial days in "When Washington Was Married," which brings to light many new, interesting facts. A series of almost incredible narratives in "The Moonlight King" tells of the follies and eccentricities of Ludwig II of Bavaria. The gifts to our government from foreign powers are de scribed in "Presents That Have Come to Uncle Sam." lan Maclaren discusses the pulpit and the pew in an article on "How to Make the Most of Your Minister," and Katharine Roich writes of "The College bred Woman in Her Home."

The fiction of the July Journal includes a continuation of Anthony Hope's serial, "Captain Dieppe," the conclusion of "A College Courtship," the second of "Ol Peckham's Opinions," and a humorous portrayal of "The Valor of Brinley," by John Kendrick Bangs. Mrs. S. T. Rorer writes on "Hasty Eating and Hurried Meals" and "Cooking Over All Sorts of Fuel," and Maria Parloa describes and pictures new and effective labor-saviug devices for the home. "The Gossip of a New York Girl" details the very newest fancies in feminine attire, and "Pretty Stuffs for Midsummer Frocks" are described. By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. Ten cents per copy; one dollar per year.




Among the many great story tellers who are to be frequent contributors to THE SATURDAY EVENING POST of Philadelphia is Mr. Bret Harte, who is now engaged upon a series of four short stories dealing with Californian life in the days of the great gold fever.

A Treasure of the Redwoods, the first of these characteristic tales, will appear in THE SATURDAY EVENING POST of July 8. The series is along the lines upon which Mr. Harte made his first brilliant successes.




One of the most thoughtful contributors to the discussion of the questions of propriety involved in the publication of the Browning Love Letters is the article in the Edinburgh Review on Discretion and publicity, reprinted in THE LIVING AGE for June 24.

Blackwood's review of the autobiography of Mrs Oliphant is reprinted in The Living Age for July 1st.

A subject which is just now uppermost in many minds, The Ethics of War, is the subject of a thoughtful paper by the Rev. Father Ryder in The Living Age for July 1.

The serial attraction of The Living Age for the summer months will be a story by "Neera" one of the best contemporary Italian writers. It is called "The Old House" and the opening chapter, in the number for July 1, is full of color and romantic charm.




OTHER EXCHANGES. THE BIBLICAL WORLD, Chicago University Press; CUT GEMS, Troy, N. Y.; THE CLAYWORKker, Indianapolis, Ind.; THE CHURCH ECONOMIST, 111 Fifth Ave., N. Y.; THE ROUND TABLE, Beloit College; THE COLLEGE DAYS, -fine souvenir number-Ripon, Wis.; THE LAKE Breeze, Sheboygan High school, etc., etc.
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REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT.

Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. District Missionary, REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., Rev. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                      J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J.LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
     REV. JOSEPH Collie, D. D,, REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S. T. Kidder, Rev. R. L. CHENEY, 
                          REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. T. Z. EVANS. 





North Wsconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, Secretary Homer W. Carter, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address Ashland. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.




Financial Statement for June.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Appleton, $59.26; Arena 2nd, ladies, $1.50; Beloit 1st $50; Beloit 2nd, $50; Birnamwood, $1; Clear Lake, $2.65; Davis Corners, $4; Delavan, $14.89; Eau Claire 1st, $102.70, Eland $3.77; Jackson, $1; Mill Creek, $40; Milwaukee, Bohemian, $5; Mt. Zion, $4; Morris, $3.65; Peshtigo, $23.25; Platte, $3.50; Poller, $2; Prairie du Chien, $1.03; Raymond, $6.12; Seymour, $3.83; Trempealeau, $11; Union $2.50; Windsor, $8.




Total.........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




..$ 404.65
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The Commencement passed with its usual great interest. The morning prayer-meeting, of Commencement day is one of the helpful and significant features.

The special financial announcement was the donation of two valuable business blocks, valued at $15,000, by Mr. T. W. Laramy, an honored Beloit citizen.

Thirty-two were graduated, thirteen classical, five science and fourteen philosophical, fourteen being young women. The orations of the young women were of noticeably high rank. Prof. H. M. Whitney takes a year's vacation abroad. Prof. Bacon is in the east, seeking recuperation.

The Alumni "Living Endowment Association" will hereafter contribute annual funds to the current expenses of the college.

Degrees were conferred as follows: D. D., upon Rev. S. P. Wilder, of Delavan, and Rev. Clarence T. Brown, of Utah: M. A., upon Herman C. Cooper, Ph. D. The Commencement festivities were as usual, full of enthusiasm.




AT RIPON.




Items of marked interest in the Commencement program, reported last month, were the anniversaries and banquet of the (Ladies') Ecolian society, which attracted a considerable number of former students and graduates. Among the addresses and after banquet speeches were those by Mrs. Kate Kingsley Ide, of Milwaukee, on "Aurora Leigh, the Italy_of Women" and of Dr. Geo. H. Herron, of Grinnell, Iowa. The closing recitals and the Commencement concert, under the




Conservatory of Music, with the additional attraction of Miss Nellie Gertrude Judd, of Chicago, a former student. The Conservatory is doing excellent work, and a building is projected for its use. Ten students were graduated, including six young men.

Announcement was made that the long anticipated Science Hall, whose fundamental basis was a conditional offer of $15,000 from Mr. O. H. Ingram, of Eau Claire, is to be erected at once, construction bids having been ordered by the trustees. The final $5000 were generously contributed by the people of Ripon.

The degree of D. D. was conferred upon Rev. Robert T. Roberts, of Racine, an alumnus, and vice-president of the Board of Trustees. At the meeting of the trustees resolutions of warm appreciation were passed upon the faithful services of Dr. Storrs Hall, who resigned as secretary of the board after 35 years of devoted activity, and of Mr. Joseph Scribner, who retires from the treasury after thirteen years of effective labor. Mr. Samuel M. Pedrick, a rising young attorney, of Ripon, and an alumnus of the college, was elected a trustee, and in him were combined the offices of secretary and treasurer. The resignation of President Flagg was placed at the disposal of the board, but was held in reserve for future action. It is expected that the faculty of the present year will remain nearly unchanged, and it is hoped the student force will be largely increased.

The class of 1898 established a library alcove fund, for specific uses, in memory of Harry D. Clark, deceased, of that class.




AT MILWAUKEE DOWNER.




Besides delightful reunions and the full and deeply interesting Commencement programs, the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the college was magnified with special joy in the dedication of the two fine new buildings in the new campus, Merrill and Holton Halls. The dedication address was by President Adams, of the State University, and the prayer by President E. D. Eaton, of Beloit.

Miss Sabin's administration has been marked with decidedly progressive and hopeful steps, and a new epoch of prosperous work will open in September in the new buildings.

Dr. F. W. Gunsaulus preached the baccalaureate sermon and Dr. Chas. H. Richards, of Philadelphia, addressed the graduates.




AT ASHLAND ACADEMY.




With its long embarrassing debt provided for, and its current expenses nearly met, the Commencement was approached with feelings of thankfulness and hope. The plan is to remodel portions of the large main building for domitory use next fall. Several new trustees were elected. Principal Fenenga's introductory address before the Superior convention was received with much satisfaction. He has already begun a vigorous canvas for students in surrounding towns. A class of three were graduated, one of whom will enter Beloit College in the autumn. Rev. F. W. Haight, the M. E. pastor, gave the baccalaureate sermon. At the Commencement exercises, in the Congregational church, Secretary H. W. Carter offered prayer, President Ellis introduced Principal elect Fenenga, and Dr. Alexander Milne, of Duluth addressed the graduates.




AT ENDEAVOR ACADEMY.




Endeavor Academy graduated its fourth class June 6. Miss Gertrude McMillan spoke of "The Red Cross Movement and its Promoters;" Miss Sara Perkins on our "Heroines," and Charles E. Child, on "Work."

Rev. C A Boughton, of Necedah, sang several beautiful selections. A children's chorus of forty-five voices, under the direction of Miss Bertha Churchill, showed careful training and contributed much to the occasion. The community manifested its interest by crowding the house, though the evening was dark and rainy.

The Alumni banquet was held three weeks later in connection with anuual meeting of the trustees. Twelve of the fifteen alumni were present. A delightful lecture by Rev. S. T. Kidder on Westminster Abby preceded the banquet. The Academy closes the school year with all the expenses of the year met and its indebtedness considerably reduced. It it now "Endeavor" postoffice, as well as Endeavor Academy, and this by the unsolicited action of the powers that be, to avoid the confusion and complication incident to "Merritville postoffice" attached to Endeavor railway station.











Personal.




Rev. W. M.Wright, who died in his pastorate at New Paynesville, Minn., May 23, had been a teacher for 15 years in Wisconsin and Iowa schools, and was formerly pastor at Hammond.

Rev. David L. Holbrook has exhibited his Tissot pictures of the Life of Christ with hearty acceptance at Ripon, and at Brandon, and has them now at the Y. M. C. A. rooms, Milwaukee. Mr. Holbrook supplied June 11 at Burlington, and June 25 at Brandon.

Rev. Robert Paton and his wife, of Brandon, were called to St. Paul recently by the death, in a railway accident, of Mrs. Paton's father, a master mechanic.

The Fond du Lac pulpit was supplied on Sunday, June 18, by Rev. F. N. Dexter, and June 25 by Rev. W. B. Millard.

A recent Advance contains a bright poem by John Smith Dexter, of New London, entitled "A Tale of a Wedding." John is the eleven-year-old son of our general missionary.

Rev. A. L. P. Loomis, of Windsor, was recently called to Brooklyn to attend his brother's funeral.

June 11, Rev. F. B. Doe, haying completed his year's engagement at West Salem-designed to prepare the way for a more permanent pastorate, is addressed at Ashland, and ready for calls for temporary supplies in any part of the state. June 11 he preached three times in Mason and Maple Ridge, attended two Sunday-schools and drove nine miles.

Superintendent Geo C. Haun, in his constant missionary goings up and down the state, delivered the Fourth of July address at the Bobbs Mills Sunday-school picnic, in Clark county.

Rev. Edgar L. Morse, of Park Falls and Butternut, has just taken a delightful vacation in New England, including a reunion of his college class.

Rev. D. M. Breckenridge, for some time an exile from our state, in Florida, has returned to Prairie du Chien, and is now ready to fill calls to summer work.

Rev. A. D. Adams, of New Richmond, received very warm resolutions of thanks from the Humphrey Post, G. A. R., before whom he delivered an address on Memorial Sunday.

Secretary Carter had the honor and pleasure of baptising, June 18 and 25 respectively, the babes of pastors Griffiths and Wight.

Rev. Harriett E. Williams finds herself unable to carry the burden of the pastor's assistant at Madison.

Mrs. Brink, wife of Rev. Lee A. Brink, of Iron River, spent part of June undergoing treatment in the hospital at Ashland, receiving, it is believed, permanent benefit.

Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Kent, (P. M.) of Mineral Point, will spend the summer in England.

Rev. F. W. Schoenfeld, of Bloomington, was recovering from a serious illness at last report.

Rev. H. R. Vaughn has received a horse and buggy from his people to replace those destroyed by lightning.

MARRIED, at Beaver Dam, Wis., June 13, Miss Laura E. Groose, to Mr. Benjamin F. Schoenfeld, a student in the N. W. University, who supplies Dodgeville during the summer.

DIED, at Whitewater, Wis., May 30, of heart affection and paralysis, Mrs. Sarepta Wells Dixon, wife of Rev. H. H. Dixon.

BORN, June 7, to Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Rawson, of Beloit, a




son.




Also, late in June, an heir presumptive in the household of Rev. and Mrs. A. A. Martin, of Prentice.

Born, to Rev. and Mrs. Victor F. Brown of Union Grove, on June 30th, a daughter.-Congratulations.

Rev. Fred Staff, of Fort Atkinson, is spending the summer in Sweden and elsewhere abroad.




Evangelist Ordained.




Mrs. R. E. Davies, of Watertown, Wis., was lately ordained at Ixonia, Wis., as an Evangelist.

About 14 years ago Mrs. Davies received her license to preach to Welsh Congregational churches from Wisconsin Welsh convention held at Ixonia, and about two months ago she received a call to become the pastoress of the Welsh Congregational church at the same place.

A council was called of pastors and delegates from neighboring churches to ordain her. The council met for the said pur




pose on the 13th and 14th of May last. The following ministers were present and officiated. Rev. John D. Davies, of Waukesha, was elected chairman and also offered the ordination prayer. Rev. G. Griffiths, of Glen Ellyn, Ill., as secretary, and was also appointed to conduct the examination of the candidate and to give the charge to the same. Rev. E. Morgan of Cambria preached on-The Nature of the Christian Church. Rev. Thomas Evans of Racine gave the charge to church. The candidate, sister Davies, went through her examination very satisfactorily to all. The meetings were well attended and very interesting all through. Every member of the council prays that the church at Ixonia may prosper more and more under Mrs. Davies' care. T. EVANS.




Mr. Holbrook's Resignation.

The following are the resolutions of the council called to dissolve the Fond du Lac pastorate of seven years under Rev. David L. Holbrook, in which Our Church Life heartily concurs. We trust Mr. Holbrook may speedily be secured for work within our state fellowship:

"Resolved by this council, That we face with sincere sorrow, what seems to be the inevitable issue of our deliberations upon the action already taken by our beloved Brother Holbrook and this honored church.

We deeply regret any circumstances that could lead to the dissolution of a pastorate of so long standing, and in manifold ways so blessed and helpful both in local and neighborhood relations.

Yet, if this course is decided upon, as it seems to be, we wish most heartily to express first of all our admiration of Brother Holbrook's character as a man, a lover of men and a workman wholly devoted to the multiplying and the edifying of God's church.

We believe him to have shown a rare spirit of consecration, and numberless qualities that fit him for continued years of spiritual, effective service in the gospel, and safe, competent instruction in the Divine Word.

We desire the blessing of God upon him and upon his family in the present interval, and the clear and speedy opening to him of a wide and effectual door of usefulness, in the harvest field of our Master.

We especially record our deep appreciation of Brother Holbrook's value in the wider relations of church fellowship, his wisdom in counsel, and fine executive ability in the common interests of the churches. We trust he may still find a work within our state which may not deprive us of his broad and wide helpfulness in our state Congregational enterprises. We also pray that in this emergency, which may be called a common trial, this beloved church whose history of consecrated activity and beneficence has been so graciously known and read throughout all this region, and in fields afar, may be preserved and guided in a spirit of peace, harmony, earnest in a prayerfulness, and devout piety; that through their patience of hope and labor of love, helped by the spirit of all grace, they may be led in God's way and time to such a supply of their lack and loss in Mr. Holbrook's withdrawal, as will conduce to the largest and permanent extension of Christ's Kingdom in this city.

It is in our hearts also to hope and even suggest that such mutual courtesies may develop in this hour of separation, that the retiring pastor may receive the largest consideration of affection and the broadest lea-way of opportunity for the future that are practicable."




Here is a Wisconsin Academy-"Endeavor" by name and by nature which late last autumn was in low estate, with a bold-faced interrogation point grimly facing its continuance. Armed with only the state convention's encouragement Principal Cheney took the difficult case in hand. A scanty school year has passed. Business sense, steady pluck, and close figuring coupled with faith and self sacrifice, have conquered. Three teachers besides the principal have been employed, a boarding department sustained with marvelous economy, 16 pupils, (none in sight in September) had in training, three graduated with honor, accounts squared and all problems honestly faced each month by a devoted executive board; and now at the year's end, every bill paid and all embarrassing old claims satisfied, endowment debts cut down $1000, every prospect of doubled or trebled patronage in the fall, a rarely enthusiastic alumni association, a promising plant, in which a brick-yard, sale of building lots to a growing town, and the culture of live stock in good pasturage are figuring out the way toward future triumphs, and all this, with no appeals for aid, printed or spoken, save in the immediate vicinity!

Mr. Cheney and his board of trustees and the state convention are to be congratulated. We are here taught a most valuable lesson. This is a sort of Academy management we want-and, as it seems, can get the sort that deserves increased and substantial encouragement, rather than the sort that is evermore rolling up debts, clamoring for money and failing to get students, and whose persistent record is that of swallowing into unaccountable "holes" through never ceasing appeals for outside aid, scores of thousands of Christian dollars.









District Conventions.




Winnebago Convention at Rosendale.

"There is sunshine in my soul today." This was the heartsong at Rosendale, June 6 and 7. There was not much sunshine in the sky during the sessions, but the souls of the people of Rosendale and of pastors and delegates in attendance were kept warm and bright by the manifest presence of the Sun of Righteousness. A pleasing feature was the fact that the program was carried out to the very letter. Not one of the good things promised was omitted, while two or three unexpected good things were added. From the time when the Rev. Joseph Herbert of Royalton opened the meeting, Tuesday afternoon, with a devotional service, having as its subject the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, until the close of the convention, Wednesday evening, when the Rev. A. E. Leonard presented so reverently the work of the Holy Spirit in Conversion, the Holy Spirit was the recognized and accepted guide of the deliberations and discussions.

Upon organization, the Rev. W. B. Millard, of New London was chosen Moderater and the Rev. L. E. Osgood, of Sturgeon Bay, Scribe. A letter of dismission to the Lemonweir Convention was granted the Rev. C. A. Chambers. Rev. J. M. A. Spence, of Green Bay was elected provisionally to membership, also Rev. H. F. Tyler, of Oshkosh. Rev. D. L. Holbrook of Fond du Lac resigned as member of the Home Missionary Committee and Rev. S. T. Kidder was substituted. Rev. Robert Paton of Brandon was placed on the Committee on Credentials. Upon refusal of Rev. J. H. Rowland of Waupun to serve another term, Rev. Robert Paton was elected registrar of the convention for the ensuing three years. Rev. F. C. Bliss of Plymouth, was elected S. S. Secretary. A resolution was passed urging the President of the U. S. to use the power vested in him as Commander-in-chief of the Army and Navy, and absolutely to abolish the canteen system.

A large part of the program wisely concerned the benevolences of the churches. Rev. D. L. Holbrook, speaking on the Advance Movement in Benevolence emphasized the necessity of raising the general standard of all our benevolences. This would train us in giving and fit us for the wider service of the world-beyond which is a world of outgiving It can be done by conceiving all under God's com ngKingdom and by systematic planning. Rev. L. E. Osgood enlarged upon the importance of system, in his carefully prepared paper on Business Methods in Sustaining Our Benevolent Societies. He likened our care of our benevolent societies to a parent's care for his children,-apportioning his gifts to every one of them according to the condition and need of each. Mr. Osgood outlined two or three systems that had been worked successfully. retary H. W. Carter, D. D., handled in an able way "The Pastor's Responsibility for the Benevolences of the Church." He spoke of the relation of the pastor to the church as its leader and therefore its leader in the benevolences, and of the benevolences as essential to the maintenance and perfection of Christian character. "Plan your work and work your plan," said he.




Sec




The best plea made for system was that made by Rev. H. F. Tyler, of Oshkosh, in his discussion of Business Methods in Church Finances. He recommended the plan, in successful use, of apportioning out to individual members their share of the church liabilities, through a carefully selected committee. Mr. Tyler's stirring address may be summed up in the words, "Be businesslike, and above all be honest." Secretaries A. N. Hitchcock of the American Board, George C. Haun of the S. S. and Publishing Society, and J. B. Davison of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Ass'n were present, were elected corresponding members, and enhanced the value of the session Wednesday morning by encouraging reports on their respective lines of work. Rev. A. N. Hichcock also read a paper prepared by his brother, Rev. Philo. Hitchcock, of Shiocton, on the Problem of our Weaker Churches. Mr. Hitchcock thinks the problem is the same in both strong and weak churches,-viz., Lack of Quality, a problem much more apparent necessarily in weak churches, so-called, than in strong ones. He made a strong plea for a steady growth in Christian character. The Convention Sermon was preached by the Retiring Moderator, Rev. S. T. Kidder D. D. of Ripon, from Matthew 28:18. The Omnipotence of Jesus Christ was the subject. The weaknesses of ancient and modern religions other than Christianity were laid bare and then the transcendent and all comprehensive power of Jesus Christ was presented in its matchless glory.

Important reasons for the helpfulness of the closing session Wednesday night were the fact that there was but one subject under discussion-"Conversion," and the fact that each of the four speakers spoke definitely and to the point. Rev. Prof. E. H. Merrill, D. D., of Ripon College, in a paper on "What is Conversion?" spoke first of the general teaching of the Bible on the matter, that it is a new birth, a new germinant principle. Then specifically. It is a Divine as well as a human work. It is an instananeous act. It excludes certain conceptions as Reformation, evolution and culture. The agents and instrumentalities co-operating in conversion, are The Holy Spirit, The Word of God, The Preacher of the Word and the Sinner




He




himself. Rev. Robert Paton, in a paper on "The Need of Emphasizing the Importance of Conversion," said that such a need was imperative because Jesus Christ Himself made much of conversion. The early disciples preached conversion as Essential. The writers of the Old Testament emphasized conversion. A Theistic Philosophy demands that conversion be emphasized. Rev. F. N. Dexter gave an intensely practical address on "Measures for Securing Conversions." emphasized three, The Right Message, The Bible must be preached. There must be the Right Man, a man of clear views, and positive convictions, and filled with boldness, The Right Methods must be used. Mr. Dexter closed by emphasizing the great need of the power of the Holy Spirit in whatever methods were adopted, and thus he introduced most effectively the address which followed, a reverent and impressive treat ment of "The Work of the Holy Spirit in Conversion" by Rev. A. E. Leonard of Menasha. Mr. Leonard spoke particularly of the Persuading and Renewing influences of the Holy Spirit, stating that in His operations the Spirit makes use of the Word of God and of men and also moves directly upon the heart of the sinner.

The resolution as to the appreciation of Rosendale's hospitality, passed unaminously by the Convention and emphasized by appropriate words from the Moderator, was the united and spontaneous utterance of pastors and delegates whose hearts and lives had been made better by the two-days' feast.




Superior District Convention

The annual meeting was held with the Ashland church, June 12-13. Rev. J. H. Nason, West Superior, was chosen moderator, and Rev. Lee A. Brink, of Iron River, was scribe. The opening meeting was on the evening of the 12th with an interestin symposium on the Young People of America. But a fierce storm of rain and wind, occurring about the same hour as the terrible cyclone at New Richmond, kept most of the people indoors. The hour was very profitably filled by Rev. J. H. Nason and J. O. Buswell, who each, by special request, gave an account of their own undenominational work; the former being manager of the mission lodging house work for lumbermen, at West Superior, Ashland and Hurley, and the latter building a training school at Mellen, to train Bible readers and layworkers for evangelistic work in the many destitute communities of this "Northland."

On Tuesday the regular session was begun. Reports from the churches were for the most part encouraging. Nearly all the churches are at present supplied with preaching, and their general condition is hopeful. Superintendent Carter and Former Superintendent Doe vigorously discussed the "Forward Movement" in Home Missionary work. Rev. James Robert Smith, of West Superior, read an able paper on "Progressive Orthodoxy." Rev. L. A. Brink gave a thoughtful address on "Why Some Men Fail to Keep the Faith." Secretary Haun gave a rousing talk on "Missionary Sunday-school Work." District Missionary J. D. Whitelaw told graphically of "The Campaign in North Wisconsin." Rev. M. J. Fenenga, the newly appointed principal of North Wisconsin Academy, made a most excellent impression in his address on "Christian Education." This was followed by a brief financial statement from Secretary Stanley E. Lathrop, who reported that the old and formidable debt of the academy had been all subscribed (largely through the efforts of Secretary Clifton, of the Education society), and that the current expenses of the year just closing lacked but a small amount of being paid. A collection was taken by the convention for this cause. The prospects of the Academy are now more hopeful than ever before. Rev. L. W. Winslow, of Hayward, gave an earnest paper on "Christian Young People the Leaven of the World," and Rev. J. O. Buswell, of Mellen, on "God's Message to Young People." The annual convention sermon was preached by Rev. W. T. Ream, of Cumberland, and was stimulating and effective.

The meeting was thoroughly harmonious and spiritual in its tone. The churches in this pinery region are so widely scattered that it is a rare privilege when they can thus gather for a brief, annual reunion. A number of the ministers and delegates remained to Commencement exercises on the following evening. The orations of the three graduates were all of interest and promise and the Commencement address by Rev. Alexander Milne, of Duluth, was very enjoyable. S. E. L.




Beloit Convention at Elkhorn.




It opened Tuesday afternoon, May 16. In the absence of Rev. A. J. Hayner, Rev. H. O. Spellman, of Edgerton, led the devotional service, reading Rom. xi and dwelling on the verse "I magnify my office," as illustrating the dignity of the Christian ministry.

Rev. C. A. Wight, of Platteville, called the session to order. Rev. H. O. Spellman was chosen scribe. Rev. Dr. Collie read a helpful paper on "The Responsibility of the Church for its own









Spiritual Life," indicating that nothing else can enable the church to do its work.

Rev. R. C. Denison being absent, his place was occupied by Rev. Cyrus Osborne, of Geneva Lake, who spoke on the ministerial training required for today. Discussion of both papers followed.

The convention sermon was preached in the evening by Rev. Wm. Moore, of Clinton, from Ezek. xxxiii:32. The distinction between Christian sentiment and sentimentality. The Lord's supper was administered after the sermon, by Dr. Collie und Rev. Mr. Dennis. The offering of the evening went to the Ministerial Relief Fund.

On Wednesday morning, Rev. A. L. McClelland conducted the opening devotions, and papers followed by Rev. W. W. Sleeper, of Beloit, on "Where Shall we Look for the Greatest Accessions to the Church?"-laying great stress on the Christian training of children and young people, and suggesting helpful plans, and by Rev, S. P. Wilder, on "Pastoral, versus Professional Evangelism." to the decided commendation of the former. These two papers were fully discussed and ordered printed for general circulation. Rev. A. N. Hitchcock spoke with his usual fervency for the American Board.

A large audience assembled in the afternoon to hear Rev. C. A. Wight's review of Sheldon's "In His Steps," attributing its great success neither to dramatic or literary qualities, but to its application of the ethical teachings of Jesus to practical life The paper made a strong impression. Secretary Carter presented the cause of Home Missions and emphasized the forward movement. Rev. R. C. Denison then gave a paper on "Ministerial Training," indicating a danger in our seminaries of the man's disappearing in the student, and advocating wholly elective courses of study, and withdrawal of student aid.

Mrs. Olds presided during the Woman's hour, with addresses by Rev. S. P. Wilder, Mrs. Hutton and Mrs. Dr. Dean.

The speakers of the closing evening were A. E. Mathewson, of Janesville, on "What More Can the Young Men and Women do for the Church?" and Rev. B. C. Preston, of Whitewater, on a like theme. The convention was marked by good at. tendance, good spirit and an excellent program.




Welsh Convention.




The Welsh Convention was held this year June 8-13, with the churches at Emmett, Ixonia and Tabernacle, Waukesha. A business meeting was held at each place. Thirteen pastors were present and also Dr. H. W. Carter who represented the Home Missionary Society, and its work in our state. The churches

were represented by 21 delegates. The following were elected officers for the ensuing year: Moderator, Rev. Edward Morgan, Cambria; Registrar, Rev. Thomas Evans, Racine; Treasurer, Mr. Ellis G. Humphreys, Ixonia.

Home Missionary Committee, Rev. Henry Davies, Bangor; Thos Z. Evans, Berlin; Mr. John Pritchard, Rosendale. The Committee will make an effort this year to help the forward movement by asking every church to make a collection for Home Missionary Work. All at the Convention were in full sympathy with the movement of the society, towards self-support in Wisconsin. Dr. Carter, delivered an interesting address on the work done and that is waiting to be done yet, and expressed his hope that the Welsh churches will respond heartily.

One church disbanded during the year-the little church at Spring Green- and the few members that were left joined the English Congregational church by letters.

The churches at the three places gave the Convention a warm welcome, and the preaching services were well attended at each place. The next Convention in June, 1900 will be held at Dodgeville. T. E.




Madison Convention at Dodgeville.

The Madison district convention held its annual meeting May 16-17 with the Congregational church of Dodgeville, which recently joined our body, but showed its loyalty by a royal welcome and good attendance.

There was a preliminary service the previous evening, with a sermon by Rev. Fred Staff, of Ft. Atkinson, who also gave, the next morning, a very valuable report of the religious condition of our churches.

Rev. Geo. Farnham, as moderator, skillfully guided the sessions, and Rev. F. W. Schoenfeld kept the records of its doings.

Rev. T. A. Porter was received to our membership from Milwaukee Convention, and Rev. J. D. Whitelaw was granted a letter to the Superior convention. Among many excellent papers presented was one by Rev. H. J. Ferris, which was received with much interest, on Lyman Abbot, Preacher and Journalist, presenting the new theology he represented. Anti-Canteen resolutions were adopted, and arrangements made for fellowship meetings in the fall.

Home Missions and Sunday-school work were ably pre




sented by Secretaries Carter and Haun.




Hearty thanks were extended to the Dodgeville church and people for their generous entertainment. Columbus was chosen as the place of our next meeting.




Lemonweir Convention at New Chester.

Lemonweir convention met with the New Chester people. The attendance was unusually large, some of the pastors and delegates driving across the country forty and fifty miles. Nearly all parts of the program were filled as assigned. "The Problem of the Spiritual Life" was considered in a thoughtful paper by Rev L. W. Wiltberger; sermon by retiring moderator, Rev. F. S. Wheeler; Facts or Hypothesis, by Rev. J. A. Thomas, Pine River; The Winnowing Fan for Church Members, by Rev. C. A. Boughton; Church Benevolences. by Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson were all carefully considered. The benevolent societies were represented as follows: The A. M. A., by Rev. R. L. Cheney; the Sunday-school and Publishing society, by Secretary Haun; the A. B. C. F. M, by Secretary Hitchcock; the forward movement in Home Missions, by Rev. H. W. Carter and the Sabbath reform by Rev. J. B. Davison The convention closed with an illustrated lecture by Rev. R. L. Cheney. Resolutions were passed relating to the Anti-canteen decision and an unsolicited endorsement given to Endeavor Academy. It was also decided to hold, hereafter, but one convention a year. In the place of the fall convention arrangements were made for a series of fellowship meetings. The new pastor, Rev. C. A. Chambers, is getting hold of the work in good shape. C.




The Coming State Convention.

BY THE PResident of THE W. H. M. S.

In churches organized like ours, it is especially important that our delegate meetings should be large and representative. Our state meeting, of all our conventions, should be large and representative. This takes time and money. With many of us it requires careful planning. We should plan now.

The meeting of this year calls for special plans, because it is held in North Wisconsin. The new movement, to draw the two sections of the state together, should interest all our pastois and churches. What single thing could more promote this than to have a big meeting.—a Congregational exposition, at West Superior! Let us all go.

But how can we go? Many a pastor on a small salary asks this question. We ought to remember that a Congregational convention is not a meeting of ministers or of women, but of churches. The church is the unit. Every church in Wisconsin should be represented, if possible, in this state convention. It should send its delegates; its pastor and a lay delegate, and pay their expenses. This is the custom in many churches. It ought to be in every Congregational church. The good, (pretty good), old way was to send a rich deacon and have him pay the expenses of himself and his pastor. The better, and the true, way is for the church to send its delegates and provide for their necessary expenses, Can there be any question about this? Why not get a church vote to do it before the coming convention?

There is another reason why we should have a full, representative gathering at our state convention this year. The foremost work of our churches thus far, and for the present, is Home Missions. I speak of the churches of Wisconsin. I might widen my application. We fix our attention now upon Wisconsin. Next October, less than three months hence, our Home Mission work in the entire state, will be assumed by us. This is a critical year in the history of Home Missions in Wisconsin. The question before the West Superior meeting will be "Home Mission Self-support in Wisconsin." We need to raise not less than eighteen thousand dollars for our work. We can if we will. There is but one voice upon this point, of our ability. If we fail to raise eighteen thousand dollars our work will suffer. It may be seriously crippled. We need the impulse of a Congregational mass meeting. Do we see it? We ministers? Do the churches see it? If half our pastors could be at the coming convention-sent by their churches, with delegates from their churches, instructed by their churches to say: "We will do our part," the result will be success. It will be more; a forward movement in Home Missions which will reach every corner of the state, and stimulate every Congregational interest in Wisconsin and beyond. In the program of the convention, we have a half day for Home Missions; space wholly inadequate; I could wish that the entire program this year had been given to this supremely important subject for the whole state-so important, so critically important for North Wisconsin. We must make the most of our half day. Will you do your part to secure at West Superior a great representative convention of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin, instructed to do just one thing, at least one thing: to leave out all minor issues and promote, in every practical way, Home Mission Self-support in the Commonwealth of Wisconsin. Beloit, June 30.




GEORGE R. LEAVITT.









Life in Our Churches.




Beloit Second-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, pastor. Since Jan. 1, twenty-five children have been consecrated in baptism and twenty-five members received into the church.

Bloomer-Rev. D. A. Richardson, pastor. We entered our renovated church June 18. It is newly papered and grained throughout, the roof repaired, steeple tinned, new steps added and a sidewalk laid. Last Sunday we re-entered it and had a pleasant communion service and children's day exercise. We raised $11 for the Sunday-school work, just twice last year's offering.

Father A. Kidder, of Eau Claire, spent a recent Sunday here and writes of prosperous conditions. The new colors of paint and paper are light and cheery, and the audience fills the church. Mr. Kidder preached in the morning and assisted in the reception of five members at a deeply interesting communion, the pastor and wife being among the number. The children's Day service was held in the evening. There is hope of rising to self-support, and out of weakness due to opposing difficulties, of becoming a power in the community.

Brandon-Rev. Robert Paton, the pastor, supplies two fields, Brandon and Springvale. Brandon feels the depression incident to the displacing of native stock with foreigners. A few years ago the Lutheran church was unimportant, now it is strongest in the town. American families are removing. Two deacons of this church with their households and five other American families have gone within recent months, their places being taken by Germans and Hollanders. The outlook is spiritually cheering and the work goes on steadily. Bruce and Appollonia-Rev. Idrys Jones, pastor. The Children's Day observance and new choir at Bruce have been encouraging recent developments of this field on the "Soo." Elder is also supplied by this pastor.

Dartford-Supplied by Rev. J. A. Davidson, of Ripon College. The church is harmonious and hopeful. Five of the oldest members were removed by death last year. The Ladies' Aid society, organized 28 years ago, is vigorous still. The church has voted to contribute to several of our benevolent societies. The envelope plan is in use.

Durand is taking to hard work under the efficient leadership of Pastor Alex. R. Chambers. They have recently lost one of their most valued members in the death of Mrs. Averill, at whose funeral Rev. A. Kidder was called to officiate. A mother in Israel, one of superior hom and social influence, has gone to her reward.

Eau Claire-The Ministerial association, of Eau Claire and vicinity, held its last meeting at Lake Holley, between Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls, entertaining the pastors also of the latter city. The fraternal feeling is delightful and the Eau Claire pulpits were never better manned for talent and earnest work than at present. The first church has full houses. Its pastor takes his vacation in Chicago after the middle of July. Two hundred dollars were taken in one offering recently for repairing the shattered New Richmond church.

Edgerton-Rev. H. O. Spelman, the pastor, has met with a measureless grief and loss in the death of his wife, with whose remains he went to Covert, Mich., for burial.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pastor. Potosi will need to look to its laurels for screens and decorations, since Endeavor church windows are screened, and the mass of water lilies for an ordinary Sabbath justifies the claim that the massing for Children's Day of these beauties was something wonderful.

Upon July 2, Secretary Carter received Mr. and Mrs. Cheney and Miss Bertha Churchill into membership. Thus Mr. and Mrs. Cheney became formally united with this church as well as the Academy, with which from the first tent meetings in 1890, they have been identified as leaders and cherishers, and now have become rescuers and developers of a substantial success. The town is developing with rapid strides. A dozen or so new residences, several hotels, a creamery, meat market, hardware store, etc, are projected or under way. The town is becoming an excellent shipping point. With its beautiful grove and river (Buffalo Lake) its bluff with wide and enchanting sweep of eye into five counties, its fine places for tenting and board obtainable at $4 a week, it is a delightful rest place for tired workers.

Fond du Lac-is just now without a pastor, but the many friends of Mr. Holbrook are glad to know that the family will still be with us for some time. The different societies are in a flourishing condition, services well attended, prayer meetings large. The Agapeans, or Ladies' Aid society, are as untiring as ever in their work for the church. It has been said that they have never been known to have an empty treasury or a poor credit. The ladies' missionary meetings are well attended and interesting and have steadily increased their benevolence for some years back in spite of hard times. The Young Ladies' Missionary Society gave a delightful May rally at which they held the "Convention of Nations." The society is constantly increasing in membership. They contribute to "The Bridge" and many a poor family have them to thank for a good Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner. The Y. P. S. C. E. is spiritually strong. They give to the support of Dr. Nieberg-Goddard. Our Juniors still hold the state banner. They have doubled their gift to Foreign Missions this




year and are now saving money for Home Missions. The Bible reading lessons held through the winter and led by our pastor, were exceedingly helpful and all attending them were brought nearer to Christ.

Green Bay-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, pastor. To increase the Sunday evening audience, the Y. P. S. C. E. society has been changed from Sunday to Monday evening. The Sundayschool has a large number of scholars, but difficulty in obtaining sufficient teachers. The convention delegate deprecated the debt upon the fine organ.

Lancaster-Rev. T. J. Brown, pastor. On Friday afternoon and evening the parishioners of Rev. T. J. Brown gathered in the parsonage to celebrate the 41st anniversary of his birthday and left as a memento of their visit a silver water pitcher, goblet and tray, a purse well filled with shining dollars, and his Sunday-school class presented him with a gold pen and holder. Refreshments were served by the Ladies' Aid Society to a host of friends.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor. Mason work for the new church was begun the last of June. Carpenter work was to begin the middle of July. Dedication planned for September after the state meeting. Grit and grace on the part of pastor and people are overcoming the numerous obstacles of a new field.

Mondovi- Is prospering under pastor Rowell, and hopes to rebuild its house of worship during the present year.

New London-Rev. W. B. Millard, pastor. Deeply interesting Children's Day services were held despite the rain without, with songs and recitations by the children, with thunder peals for interludes. The pastor's little daughter, Jessica, attended church for the first time, and, it is whispered, presaged her future carrer by "speaking in meeting" to general edification. Twenty-five members, twenty-two on confession were received during the past year.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H Smith, pastor. This church proposes to take up the different benevolent lines of work during the coming year, and see that they are systematically carried on. The S. S. numbers 200; average 165. The Eudeavor society, though not very strong, helps to sustain a missionary in China.

Oshkosh Plymouth-Rev. H. F. Tyler, pastor. Since the new church was erected, no year has passed without a deficit till the present pastor introduced a new financial system, which closes the year with all current bills paid. Debt on the building $4000, An effort is on foot to remove it and $2500 are in sight. Also $1400 are in store toward a new pipe organ. The Ladies' Union unites all other Societies.

Potosi-Rev. A. Breeze, pastor. What other meeting-house is fully equipped like this, with screens at doors and windows. How can simpler and more attractive decorations be made, than those of this church at its Children's Day observance June 25th with festoons and bouquets of the large daisies of the field?

Secretary Carter here in the evening in connection with a gen eral Home Missionary address, as at Platteville in the morning in connection with a Children's Day-and baptismal service, made a special plea for the work and offering of our Sunday school society.

Plymouth-Rev. C. F. Bliss, pastor. A new furnace has been contributed by a friend. The Sunday-school is a promising feature, with weekly teachers' meetings and quarterly teas at which some outside worker speaks. Average attendance 100 to 150.
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The




Stockbridge-Mr. Samuel Ruegg, pastor. The plan is to cut down the services to a few and to concentrate force. Ladies' Society has discarded suppers as a source of reveune and adopted a free-will offering plan, on scriptural grounds. Two and a half times as much is raised. Ten to fourteen persons go voluntarily every Friday evening into the country with the pastor, to hold meetings. Twenty-five are pledged to weekly systematic study of the Bible. A good work is being done in a neighboring Indian community.

Sturgeon Bay- Rev. L. E. Osgood, pastor. Three Endeavor Societies, Senior, Junior and Intermediate. Systematic Bible instruction is given. The Ladies' Society is strong and popular; includes many outsiders. A monthly missionary meeting is sustained. The Sunday evening problem is solved by a vesper service from 5:30 to 6:30 o'clock, the only wor ship in town at that hour. Two church visitors were lately appointed, and a greeting company of three, also three in each ward to look up strangers. The church is being painted and a parsonage is hoped for.

Trempealeau-Rev. Wm. A. Griffiths. The fourth year of this pastorate begins auspiciously. The new baby in the parsonage, the only child, adds to the interest.

Tomah-Rev. Jonathan G. Smith, pastor, inaugurated a series of Sunday evening lectures April 9, whose themes cover twelve most interesting items in Early Christian History and Institutions. The free will offering plan is employed in finance, with unique pledge cards, whose initial sentence reads "Every man enjoying the benefits of a Christian civilization is a debter to the Christian church."









Viroqua-Rev. J. A. Stemen, pastor. The baccalureate sermon on "Character and Service," preached by Pastor Stemen before the graduating class of the Viroqua High school, is printed in leaflet form, and is one of great interest. Text, Matt. vi:25.

Washburn-Rev. J. Gibson pastor. Seven received to membership July 2, and four children baptized.

Waupun-Rev. John Rowland, pastor. At the last annual meeting the church met all obligations squarely. The Sunday-school flourishes under the pastor's superintendency. Average yearly attendance 141. A mission school at the Johnston district maintains an average of 35. During Mr. Rowland's four year's pastorate 63 members have been added. The prayer meetings are helpful and spiritual. The church benevolences aggregated $61.71, and those of the Sunday-school $37.19, besides raising $145 to apply on parsonage debt. The mission Sundayschool contributed $18, and the Y. P. S. C. E., with 40 active and 10 associate members, gave a total of $30. The Junior C. E. numbering 60 raised $20 for benevolences, and the Ladies Auxiliary contributed $69 to Home and Foreign Mis-ions. Total benevolence $225.90.

West Rosendale-Rev. E. H. Merrill, D. D., pastor. This church is in a revival condition, spiritually, numerically and financially. It is one of the smaller but not weaker rural churches.
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Loomis,




Windsor-Rev. A. L. P. pastor. The church had a happy com
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that he drinks. Do you not understand my point? Let me illustrate again.

The little milliner at the corner is a nice girl and makes tasty hats. On the principal of "live and let live" you should buy of her and it would be both doing her a wrong and cutting off your own nose if you refused to trade with her because you know her mother is not a good woman. From a business standpoint, it is none of your business what the girl's domestic life may be, so long as she makes good hats, though I know you would do anything to assist the mother to reform. Therefore don't discourage the girl by taking away custom, lest she from despair give up trying to

make her mother better.

There is such a thing as minding one's own business too much.

When the haudshake and welcoming word are not given to the new family in the congregation Sunday after Sunday, some folks are just sensitive enough to leave and go to the Methodist or other church where the required fuss will be made over them. AUNT LUCY.




decade of the next century, when the "awakening social conscience" shall have assumed its social obligation, when the application of Christianity to the solution of new social problems has been fully demonstrated; when the "sacredness of the secular" has been generally acknowledged; when the "uses and abuses of the power of property" have been reconsidered in the light of the "new civilization," then, probably, the twentieth century churches will be establishing settlements and missions in millionaire neighborhoods, if there are enough of them left.

In other words, the church in her thought and work of making man more manly-gentlemanly, like Christ-cannot separate the rich man and the poor into classes or masses, as though she had a message for the one entirely different from that for the other. The poor "rich man" needs the gospel and needs to apply its teaching quite as much as the poor "poor man."

In papal churches, the rich and poor meet together for worship, with no obligation of social recognition. In Protestant churches the emphasis is sometimes put upon work more than wor




munion July 2, marked by the reception Why Not More Men in the ship; and there is great toiling over sup




of seven young people by confession to membership. Five of these were grandchildren of Edward Espenet, who is a descendent of the Huguenots.

Mrs. W. A. Lyman, of Pierre, S. Dak., a former pastor's wife, with her son Rollo, just graduated from Beloit College, spent a recent Sunday here and spoke in the evening, much to the interest of the Y. P. S. C. E.




On Minding One's Own Busi




ness.




If there is any one thing which I would like to instil into the minds of some young folks I know, it is the value of minding one's business. A prying, inquisitive child makes a gossiping, suspicious grown person, and what is more despicable?

Listen-what difference does it make to you if Alice Brown wears a garnet dress and has fiery red hair? What business is it of yours if Fred Stewart wears better clothes than you think him able to afford? Let me tell you, Alice is the smartest girl in the room in spelling and geography, although her mother has no taste in clothes. I beg of you, don't lie awake nights worring because Alice looks like a fright, or you may lose your beauty sleep and mental strength and Alice get far ahead of you; and Fredyou do not know that a cousin sends him all his clothes from Milwaukee, and before I told you of it, it was not your business to trot around trying to find out about it.

BeA phase of it for the older ones. cause Schmidt the baker drinks, you should not pass his store in righteous wrath and buy poor bread at some other place. You do not know the circumstances of his fault, and if he makes excellent bread it is none of your business




Church?




In a recent Milwaukee paper Mrs. Kate Kingsley Ide summarizes numerous replies she has secured, by correspondence, to the above question-some of which certainly show a pathetic ig norance, on the part of certain classes of non-church-goers, of the real spirit of preaching and practice at least in the average Congregational church of today.

Mrs. Ide wisely concludes:

From these answers, it would seem that unbelief, prejudice, indifference, poor preaching, lack of childhood training and Sunday labor are the more potent reasons why there are not more men in the churches. It is often said that workingmen form the great bulk of churchgoers. The term "workingman" is misleading. It were well if it were understood once for all that the man who digs with a pen is a working man just as truly as the man who digs with spade or pick-axe. So far as I know the working classes are well represented in the churches. One man would not allow his wife to join blank church "because there is so much work done in that church."

I dislike the word "masses." It is too suggestive of "in the lump." It is incongruous, unscriptural and unchurchly, to put so much emphasis upon "reaching the masses," human beings in the gross, and to leave the responsibility of it to church leaders rather than to the co-operative, personal work of the rank and file of the churches. The doors of a true church are open to any kind of workingman; and a true minister desires an increase of all kinds of workingmen more that an increase of salary. It is senseless ignorance to declare that sin triumphs in tenement houses, while virtue reigns in avenue homes, and that churches are doing nothing, if they are not concentrating their entire efforts on the "masses." By the end of the first




pers and sociables, to break down the walls of social separation.

A church that overrates money power and underrates man power is not a church, it is a coterie. A church that overvalues or undervalues a man because he has money is inconsistent. The mission of the church is to individuals and to society, and who shall say which are the most "dangerous classes?" In the twentieth century-the together century of men and women, the now comparatively few men, "pillars of the church," as we call them, will be merged into a contagion of numbers. And these new, judicious, alert, fellowmen, rather than ministers and women handicapped by prejudice and nature, will go out into the highways and hedges and say "Come with us into the church." The growing and reasonable demand that latent power in men be developed in behalf of the churches will be reasonably supplied. This coming event is already casting its shadows before in Men's Sunday Evening clubs, in the growing desire of church people to minister to the entire man, in a discreet use of church buildings on week days and in the co-operative religious and social work of young people's societies."




Convention Rates.

The committee are hard at work aiming to secure a one fare rate. It is likely that a "Home Seekers" excursion on the Wisconsin Central, covering convention dates, will afford a one fare rate plus $2 in any case.




ANTED-Reliable men who can put in

Wither all or a part of their time, to

take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade. Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL Co. Cleveland, Ohiq,
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THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close relation to its spirit and work. It will make a specialty of fitting young nen to enter the Beloit courses, or those of any other first-class college,

ROCHESTER, WIS., Offers three parallel courses of study. with more varied or petunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal.
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other.




With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep
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Standard of Excellence house" under the supervision of a matron.




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland,




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College

Offers thorough courses, with 
wide range of electives, lead- 
ing to the degrees of A.B., 
Ph.B. and B.S. 





San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- Its Aim




pal cities in the.




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




Meneely Bell Company,

TROY, N. Y. and NEW YORK CITY.




Manufacture Superior




CHURCH, PEAL

and CHIME BELLS.




Is to prepare well-trained manhood and womanhood for the responsibilities of Christian citizenship.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science, Chapel, Chapin Hall (for men), Emerson Hall (for women), Memorial Hall (with library of 24,000 volumes), Observatory, Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall.

The Academy

Of the College maintains the standards and ideals of the best New England academies, and prepares young men for Beloit and the leading institutions of the east.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.









VOL. V.




THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT
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DATES TO REMEMBER.




1899.




August-Go and rest at Madeline 
    Island. 


Sept. 12-Annual meeting of Wiscon- 
    sin Branch W. B. M. I. and W. H 
   M. U., West Superior. 


Sept. 12-24-State Congregational 
    Convention and W. H. M. S. 
    Anniversary, at West Superior. 
Sept. 20-28-International Congre 
    gational Council, Boston. 
Sept. 24-Sunday-school Rally Sun- 
   day. 


October-53rd Anniversary of the A.

M. A., at Binghampton, N. Y. October 3-6-Nintieth Anniversary of American Board, Providence, R. I,
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THE LATE ELISHA D. SMITH.




... ORGAN OF THE ... 
            THE . . . 





CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.









COTTAGE TO RENT.

To rent, for a part of the summer, a seven-room furnished cottage on Madeleine Island, Wis. Desirable location. Use of new boat included.

For terms and further particu ars, inquire of

MRS. THOS. G. GRASSIE, 280-35th St. Milwaukee, Wis.




Chicago, Milwaukee&St. Paul Ry

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of 
    thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of 
         the States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

For further information address

GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

Chicago Theological 
Seminary. 


OPENS SEPT. 27.

English, German, Danish and Sweedish Departments, Seminary Settlement, College Graduation or its equivalent required for English department. Fellowship of $600 each year for two years for class of 1902.




Address,




The Valley.




BY WM. HAUGHTON.

I journey through a pleasant land, 
The summer's bloom on every hand,— 
Above me bends the golden fruit,— 
The singing birds are never mute. 
Though now and then a cloud may rise 
It melts to rose in yonder skies 


And floats above the valley deep 
Where many a heart is laid to sleep 
And many a mourner waits to weep. 





 The day is passing on—Ah, me! 
 I know not what the night may be- 
I wonder if the stars will gleam 
Above my rest, and will I dream? 
Alas, my soul, we soon forget 
The living Christ is conqueror yet! 
  He's strong to save, and sure to keep 
  His well beloved who sweetly sleep, 
  Though many wail, and many weep. 





 The day enwraps her robes of gold 
About the twilight, fold on fold; 
 Beneath her dewy feet she spreads 
A carpet wrought of crimson threads, 
Then lingers in the western skies 
To see the star of promise rise- 
  And while the angels sweetly keep 
  Their watch above the valley deep 
 "He giveth His beloved sleep." 
-Viroqua, Wis 





WANTED-Reliable met w their time, to

either all or a part of their time, to take orders for our Lubricating Oils and Greases from the farmers, threshers, dealers and factories. Our prices are the lowest and we have the best facilities for handling the Western trade, Liberal commission THE CANFIELD OIL Co. Cleveland, Ohio.




Renew

Your




Subscription




To

Our

Church




H. M. SCOTT. Life.




520 W. Adams St,




CHICAGO, ILL.




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




August, 1899.




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.




No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and anufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages,

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application 'o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED




In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.




W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 





THE BETHLEHEM BIBLE




-AND




MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL

Cleveland, O. This Institution, the only one of the kind in organic connection with the Congregatio, al body, (through its Education Society) and cordially endorsed by action of the Congregational Triennial Council, receives young women of piety and ability, of American and foreign parentage, who wish t^ prepare themselves for missionary work as Pastor's Assistants, City Missionaries, Bible-Readers and Christian Nurses, in City and other Home Mission fields amongst native and foreign population. Tuition free. Expenses for board, etc., $150 a school year. Course, two or three years, length depending upon previous preparation. Full information can be obtained from H. A. Schauffler, 1532 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio,
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The Endeavor movement is hopeful, because it has young, vigorous blood in it, because it has no end of vital energy, if truly consecrated and wisely directed. It is strongly evangelistic in tendency, and it clings tenaciously in its methods and requirements to the great central facts and fundamental truths of Revelation. Its "quiet hours"




NO. 10.




routine or formality; and danger also that the

Endeavor societies will have less and less patronage of young men.




But all these are dangers for the adult portion of the church as well.

The great hope is that these dangers will be




Overcome.




It is more than hinted that a certain Congregational pastor who left our state in good standing a few years since, and who resides in good standing in another state and pastorate, has left behind him small personal debts aggregating half a thousand dollars.




This is bad. Would it not be a good thing for him to return and settle up at any self-sacrifice, rather than to thus cast continual reproach upon the Kingdom of the Master and the Christian ministry, or to bear upon his own life and conscience the stain and load of being a ministerial "dead beat"?




are inspiring more devoted and spiritual living. The New Step in Christian Edu




Its "tenth legions" are reaching the springs of true and systematic beneficence, missionary spirit, and broad, prayerful, practical views of the coming Kingdom. It is loyal to the word of God and the church of Jesus. It encourages and demands, in its ideal, a high, strong sense of personal responsibility. Its progress and victories, under the Holy Spirit, are doubtless the main hope of the coming church.




The Endeavor movement, however, is not without dangers. There is danger of pledges lightly taken and scantily fulfilled or recklessly neglected. There is danger of running to convention enthusiasm rather than to enthusiasm in everyday Christian living and service. There is danger, here and there, of youthful exclusiveness, and for. getfulness of the avowed relationship of the Endeavor society to the church and pastor. There is danger of accepting responsible trusts in committee work with scanty sense of responsibility for planning or doing the word involved-"paper committees," having "a name to live" but no other evidence of life. There is danger that the ble reading and the prayer may become a mere




cation in Wisconsin.




All will notice the petition to the Congregational Education society in another column. At its July meeting the request was granted by the society.

It is a new step, and one that we feel is in the right direction. Its purpose is to lift up the cause of Christian education in Wisconsin, to keep open the fountains of which the fathers drank.

The appeal is to be one and for a cause, not for a school. The use of all gifts, by this plan, is to have the care that belongs to all sacrifices made to further a great work.

Not only should the $2600 be easily securedthis amount has been practically raised by helterskelter methods in the past-but, by this united effort and with a new inspiration, half as much more should flow into the treasury of the society to help the "new-west work," and young men preparing for the ministry.

It is expected that this step, so important for all our churches, will receive careful consideration at the West Superior convention next month. Think about it,









EDITORIAL.




What Shall




We Do With Our Heretics?

The heretic we have with us always. It has been so from the beginning and doubtless ever shall be. The practical question, therefore, is: What are we going to do about it? There was a time when the church settled all such troublesome questions with a sharp and unanswerable argument in the shape of a broad-axe. Such heroic measures, however, are entirely out of date. Chicago "Advance," for instance, has made great gains along this line. Having convicted Professor Gilbert of the heresy of questioning the immaculate conception and the pre-existence of Jesus, they would fain be content to dismiss him from his professorship with a polite, "Good-bye, professor."




The




There is, however, a considerable element in our churches who believe that even this comparatively mild and humane treatment is not really the right treatment. A large and increasing number are coming to believe that error can better be controverted by the truth than with a writ of ejection. It does not refute the heresy nor lend dignity to the truth to kick the heretic out. The sole-leather argument is rather falling into disrepute.

Persecution glorifies the heretic. The surest way to perpetuate a mistake is to abuse the man who makes it. Error cannot long stand in the clear light of truth, but when hatred and acrimony throw dust in the air the real issue is obscured. A man's religious opinions are usually a matter of profound indifference to the world at large until he is attacked because of them. Then the man at once becomes an object of sympathy, and his views a matter of interest.

Men cannot all see alike. Let two men start out to explore the great theological world, and, if they are honest, independent and thorough in their scholarship, they are bound to have differences of belief. It is so in the nature of things. When an entire theological faculty can arise and gravely announce that their beliefs are identical with all the declarations of the church they show that they are either intellectually subservi ent or absolutely dishonest. It is better to be honest than to be orthodox. Our scholars should be instructed to discover truth and not to bolster up a creed. Differences of view should be expected as incident to all progress. The man who howls heresy at every new vew presented is an advocate of stagnation.

I will, therefore, go so far as to assert that a certain amount of heresy is a good thing for any theological seminary and for any denomination. It sharpens up the thinking, challenges investigation, shakes up the dry bones, and puts the champions of orthodoxy on their mettle. The most barren period in the world's religious and intellectual history was the middle ages, when men's beliefs were all prescribed, heresy a capital crime, and when no one dared challenge any dogma of the church.

Hysterics over the heretics reveal a lack of confidence in the ability of truth to hold her own. Some men behold truth forever on the scaffold, and cry out that she is about to be hung. But she never is. He has very poor faith in the divinity of Jesus who fears that Professor Gilbert can overthrow it. The man who trembles when he thinks he sees Professor Briggs butting his head




against the impregnable rock of the Scriptures has no right to say that he believes them to be divinely inspired. Let us have the courage of our convictions, and believe that God's truth in the end will overcome error. We do honor to our beliefs when we cease to worry lest the heretics upset them. Let us not forget that if a thing is really so it is going to stay so, in spite of all that the critics may do unto it. The universal law of the survival of the fittest should teach us to encourage discussion and independent research, knowing that truth alone can come through the ordeal unscathed. When, then, men arise among us, proclaiming doctrines that sound unfamiliar, I would say with a certain distinguished teacher: "Refrain from these men, and let them alone; for if this council or this work be of men, it will come to naught. But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God."

The Congregational church ought to be large enough and liberal enough to hold in her arms all of her sons, not the orthodox only, but also those who may seem to be in error. The Episcopalian church has just done herself honor by receiving into her membership Prof. Briggs. By that act she did not compromise her theological standards, nor endorse everything that the learned teacher may hold. But it is now apparent that the Episcopal church is large enough to shelter the liberal as well as the conservative without necessarily endorsing the peculiarities of either. Our church has its creeds and standards of belief which are well known and oft reiterated. This is as it should be. But it would be as unwise as it would be intolerant to read every man out of the denomination who does not measure up to every article. Let us not tell our great men to lie down while we spread the little blanket of our creed over them, with the understanding that if they stick out from under at any point they are none of us. When a great scholar and a reverent searcher after truth appears among us, let us not say "Good bye, Professor," simply because he cannot be labeled. Rather let us learn all he has to teach, profiting by the truth, and freely rejecting what we believe to be untrue. Such a policy would at once show Congregationalism to be both truth loving and tolerant, without in any sense compromising its theological standards.




W. B. MILLARD.




Death of Elisha D. Smith.

The following beautiful tribute, from editor Bloom, of the Menasha Evening Breeze, tells in condensed form and fitting phrase the great loss sustained by the church and city of Menasha, and of Wisconsin as well, to say nothing of world wide interests befriended by this man of God.

"The city of Menasha is in mourning because of the death of Elisha D. Smith, her formost citizen. He had been ailing several months, but had not taken his bed until Saturday night, from which time he failed rapidly, although the best medical counsel possible was brought to his side. The seat of the disease was located by the physicians, but relief could not be given the brave sufferer. An autopsy proved that a cancerous growth had appeared in the bowels, and human aid was powerless.

Death came to Elisha D. Smith at 9 o'clock Friday evening, at his home, surrounded by his sorrowing family. It was as Mr. Smith would have chosen the quiet of home, the presence of all who were nearest and dearest, the evidences of loveout of which his spirit was called by Him whose









power and right it is to give and to take away. The news that death had come was rapidly circulated, and expressions of sorrow were heard everywhere. The whole community was deeply moved. Mayor Schoetz had the flag placed at half mast on the city building and issued a sympathetic proclamation.

Even before this a number of the business places had been draped in black and white, and flags were at half mast over many of the buildings.




BIOGRAPHICAL.




Elisha D. Smith was born at Brattleboro, Vt., March 29, 1827, and attended the public schools of that city until 17 years of age. Leaving school, he engaged as clerk in a general store. After a year's service he located in Boston and was employed in a wholesale dry goods house three years. Having reached his majority, Mr. Smith, on recommendation of his employer, engaged in the dry goods business at Woonsocket, Rhode Island. The first Sunday in Woonsocket he attended church, as his habit had been, and met Miss Julia A. Mowry, whom he took to wife October 24, 1850, and the bride and groom started next morning for Menasha, determined to work a future out of the wild conditions in the woods of Wisconsin. The trip to Menasha was an undertaking in those days, requiring ten days of night and day travel. The trip was by rail to Buffalo, thence to Detroit by boat, thence to New Buffalo by the Michigan Central railway, which at that time had strap iron rails part of the distance, thence to Chicago, Milwaukee and Sheboygan by boat, thence to Fond du Lac by stage which made about twenty four miles from sunrise to sunset, and thence to Menasha by boat on Lake Winnebago. Landing in Menasha the early part of November, 1850, the bride and groom tramped courageously through the mud to the only hotel in town. They boarded there six weeks and went to "keeping house" in one room of a two-room frame house. Mr. Smith soon opened a general store. The mercantile business was pushed with energy, and success. In the spring of 1852 Mr. Smith embarked in the wooden-ware business, having bought a small factory, which was located on one of the lots now covered by the big plant. There were no railroads in Wisconsin at that time and it was difficult to reach a market for the produce of the factory. Difficulties of all sorts were met, and subbornly fought. Mr. Smith's indomitable will and splendid courage were applied to the task before him. When everybody else prophesied that his task was too great, and failure was in his path, he never gave up. The story of his trials and toils would make a most interesting book. For twenty years he struggled, and at last the tide was in his favor. The works are now known as the largest in the world.

Mr. Smith never sought official position. In the years 1851 and 1862, he was elected by his fellow townsmen as president of the village, and guided the affairs of the growing community successfully in one of its most trying experiences.




THE MAN.




There is scarcely a feature in the history of the city of Menasha that does not, in some measure, bear the impress of the energy of Elisha D. Smith and his nearly fifty years of life in the community. The great factory with its belching chimneys and busy machines, the immense warehouses and extensive yards for storage, express as words can not his steady purpose and concentrated business energy. That energy, through the machinery of government and the laws of trade, has worked into the public buildings, the schools and the churches, to build and beautify them.




At the corner of Mill and Water streets one of the prettiest library buildings in the West tells the story of his good desire for the generations of Menasha people that shall yet be born; and near his late home is a public park that tells again of his eagerness for the permanent comfort and happiness of the people of the city in which he has spent his life and worked out his fortune. They all tell wonderously of the man, and suggest what he really was.

But there is a volume of unseen and unheard testimony that would, if it were brought to light, crown his life with a glory that belongs only to those who have tasted the sweets of service in the name of the King of Men. It was the habit of Elisha D. Smith to provide a fund at the book stores, out of which the children of Menasha who could not buy books, but were anxious to learn, could be supplied. He delighted in distributing flour and groceries where there was a lack, and had it so arranged with a good angel of the community that he should not know to whom the supplies were sent. Hundreds of little ones in the community had their feet warmly clothed in the winter and their bodies warmed because of his good heart, and they never knew from whom the good came. Whether he was at home or abroad, the good work went on.

His benevolence was not all within the borders of his home city. His big heart led him to strive to express in his humble way the real brotherhood of man. A devout Christian, he was a firm believer in Christian missions. No worthy need in the home or foreign field ever went empty away from him. He had served as corporate member of the American Board of Foreign Missions of the Congregationa! church, and was looked upon as one of its most desirable counsellors. In home missionary enterprises he was equally active, and the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society found in him not only a helper and sympathizer, but a strong force in organizing and bringing to a correct issue its enterprises.

Mr. Smith was a constant friend of the educational impulses of the state. One of his warmest desires was to establish in Menasha an academy of higher education for girls, but in this he was thwarted, the school he sought to bring here, Downer College, having found its way to Milwaukee. He was one of the trustees of Ripon College, also,and had been associated in much of the work of the Congregational colleges and academies of Wisconsin.

Everywhere Mr. Smith was considered a man of direct, helpful and prompt business habit. His judgment was sound, his temperament equable, and his understanding of human need fitted to the teachings of his Master, Christ.

The veil has been drawn between Elisha D. Smith, and his family and the multitude of those who love him.

But that is not the end. It is rather the beginning. For the good things that come out of life never die. The real is not the material; it is the spiritual. And we can not lose that. It will find fruition as surely as the rising sun finds its meridian. The kindness, the lovely things, the real man will be a possession that is everlasting to the mourning family; and the same things will multiply for society. The real man does not die.




BURIAL SERVICE.




At 8 o'clock Monday morning, aservice of prayer was said at the home of the late E. D. Smith. The Rev. A. E. Leonard conducted the services, and Rev. S. T. Kidder, of Ripon was present. After this brief service, the casket was tenderly borne to the Congregational church to lie in state until the service hour at ten o'clock. It is estimat









ed that about two thousand citizens called at the church for a final look at the face that had expressed so much of kindness and good will for the people of his home city during the past fifty years, and to render him the last tribute of their respect. The service at the church was brief, and conducted by Mr. Leonard and Mr. Kidder. Miss Edith Rounds was at the organ and Mr. Heman Powers, of Oshkosh, sang two pieces, "Nearer My God to Thee," and "Hope in the Lord." The church was filled to its utmost limit by friends of Mr. Smith and the streets outside were lined with sympathetic crowds. During the service many a face was bathed in tears of true sorrow. Elisha D. Smith was loved by the common people of Menasha with a real love, and it may be truly said that every soul within the limits of the city feels that it has lost a personal friend.

The service over, the procession was formed, and the mortal part of the good man was escorted to its last resting place at Oak Hill.

The procession extended fully a mile from end to end. About one thousand men, four abreast were marching, and many hacks and carriages followed them. When the cortege arrived at the cemetery, hundreds of people had found their way there and were awaiting its arival.

Hearts that had love in them had lined the grave so that no earth was seen, and flowers and greens were all about it, taking away all disagreeable features. The casket was tenderly lowered, the final service said, and the sorrowing multitude dispersed with thoughtful faces.




A FAITHFUL MAN.




(Taken from the address of Rev. A. E. Leonard at the funeral service of Hon. E. D. Smith.)

The writer of Proverbs asks this question: "A faithful man who can find?" A little thought on the subject reveals to us the fact that faithfulness includes four great qualities.

(1) The first is enthusiasm, or earnestness. (2) The second is steadfastness or constancy. (3) Faithfulness also includes earnest care in the performance of small duties as well as large




ones.




(4) True faithfulness means living upon a high plane of life.

Should the question asked by the writer of Proverbs be repeated to us here in Menasha, I believe we could answer with almost no hesitation and with almost perfect certainty: "A faithful man who can find?" "Yes, here is one. We have known at least one such, a faithful man, and we are glad to be able to testify of him." The life whose earthly career among us has so recently closed was marked preeminently by faithfulness. That life very plainly manifested the four qualities included in true faithfulness.

(1) Those who have known him well do not need to be told that he had that quality of faithfulness which we called enthusiasm. He could never be accused of listlessness or half-support. He had that spirit which made his step firm and quick, which made his cheek glow, which made his eyes bright when a good cause was before his mind. Deep earnestness characterized his life. He was enthusiastic in the best sense.

(2) He has also proven his faithfulness by being steadfast. He was not a man who went into movements with enthusiasm for a few weeks or a few months and then grew indifferent and abandoned them. He was one who gave his support to a cause after careful deliberation and then staid by it. He was just as true to his duties, so far as he was physically able, during the last month of his stay among us, as he was ten or




twenty or forty years ago. Here is one of the surest indications of his remarkable constancy: Whenever he was absent from the place where duty called him-which was but seldom-everyone who knew him felt certain that his absence was caused, not by some fickle freak of inclination, but by something which he could not prevent or by some higher duty. Everyone felt that there was a reason for his absence which God himself would accept. And so, when a week ago yesterday he was missed from his accustomed place in the church, we knew there was a reason for it and we dreaded to express that reason.

Multitudes can be aroused to zealous effort for a week. He was one of the few who settle into the earnest effort of half a century. Under the impulse of some inspiring motive a great throng may do a righteous, noble deed. He was one of the few who have lived a whole life of noble, righteous deeds. He was a steadfast man.

(3) And his faithfulness displayed in his earnest care in the performance of small duties as well as large ones was a constant source of wonder. He was a man who carried large responsibilities yet he seemed always to remember the small duties. Little ways of usefulness were not crowded out by his greater efforts. At the head of a great manufacturing interest, trustee of a college, member of a great national missionary board, trustee of a church, chairman of a state missionary committee, busy in building ard equipping for his city a beautiful library building, carefully placing each year some thousands of dollars where it would do the most good in strengthening God's Kingdom-he nevertheless had time and interest to stand by the church door yonder each Sunday morning and evening to give a cordial welcome to the stranger who should drop into church, time and interest to look with sympathy into the eyes of a troubled one, time and interest to inquire about a sick one and send some needed help, time and interest to talk with the boy on the street about beginning the better life. The great duties were very well done, showing his fine ability. The little duties received his careful attention, proving his faithfulness.

(4) And we all know that he possessed beyond a doubt the fourth quality which enters into true faithfulness. He lived upon a high plane of life. No low purpose, no low motive controlled him. He did not live upon a low plane where it is easy to be faithful but upon a high plane where it is difficult to be faithful. About ten days ago I heard him speak a few earnest, beautiful words to some persons in regard to what it means to live a Christian life. The spirit of what he said was very high and noble. I believe it was the life. He lived and worked for the best things. same spirit by which he tried to guide his own

Deeply in earnest, steadfast through long years, careful of little duties, living upon a high and difficult plane of life, he was preeminently a faithof his life was a great privilege. Certainly, if any ful man. To know him and feel the inspiration among us have a right to repeat Paul's words, he had: "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness.”

And now we all desire to do honor to his memory. How shall we accomplish it? The city is draped in mourning; the flags are at half mast; tears are in the eyes of very many; thousands have spoken words of highest praise; flowers have been brought in profusion; multitudes will follow him to his grave and stand with bowed heads. And all of this comes from a genuine feeling of re
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GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE has been changed to Menasha, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as




above.




Entered at the postoffice at Menasha, Wisconsin, as second class matter, February 27, 1899.




"Lord, speak to me that I may speak 
    In living echoes of thy tone; 


As thou has sought, so let me seek, 
  Thy erring children lost and lone. 


O use me, Lord, use even me,

  Just as thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until thy blessed face I see, 


Thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share.” 
                    -Francis R. Havergal. 





Editorial Briefs.




Do you not know of some bright boy or girl whom you can induce to go this fall to one of our Academies-Ashland, Endeavor or Rochester-and enter upon a career of Christian education?




*




Do you know how much strong, capable, devoted, energetic, cultured young people of the Master's spirit, are needed for leadership, if society is to grow more Christian than it is, and if the church of Jesus is to make larger conquests? Things are not drifting that way. They will not without human as well as divine impulse.




The boy or girl you send to the Academy, or to Ripon or Beloit College, may prove in some line another Livingstone or Gladstone or Mark Hopkins or J. J. Blaisdell or Maria Mitchell or Frances Willard. Would it not be worth while to try?




Shall Our Church Life appear for September, or shall we vacate a month? Kindly write your view at once on a postal to Secretary Carter, Beloit.




Cannot your parish try a few extra copies, so that the accounts of the Superior state convention may be in their hands? Will it not inspire them to a broader vision and more espirit du corps in our common state enterprises and united responsibilities? Do we not need such a breadth of vision and purpose, as Wisconsin Congregational churches? When Paul said "No man liveth unto himself," could he have meant "No church liveth unto itself?"




Attention all! To President Leavitt's article on "The Coming Convention" in our last issue; also to the program and admonitions with invitations from Pastor Smith, besides numerous other valuable suggestions, in the present and recent issues of Our Church Life, concerning Madeline Island and West Superior.




*
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will place our public meeting at a different time than was expected.

Our own missionaries are already sending in their messages -and we expect to hear from every one-Miss Porter, who earnestly asks for a Wisconsin girl to come to Lin Ching, and Mrs. Dr. Goddard with still greater longing asks for a Christian Endeavorer to take her place in the hospital at Inghok. Mrs. Crawford, of Sparta, will present these messages.

On Monday evening, Sept. 11, the work of the young people will be presented, we hope, to many who will at once adopt our missionaries as their own.

Owing to the distance and the time of arrival, there will be some limitations, but let us all go ready to enter at once upon our work with enthusiasm. Ready to take part ourselves in speech and prayer and song-that so giving of ourselves we shall be the more ready to receive spiritual refreshment. Let prayer be constant, earnest and fervent that a great blessing may come to all in this meeting. ANNE B. SEWell.




Stoughton, July 25.




Children's Work Fund.

One hundred Junior Endeavor societies are being asked to contribute one dollar apiece for the children's work. Will not your society be among the first to respond and add your name to the following list?

Fond du Lac Sunday-school, $1; Plymouth J E. S., $1.01; Endeavor J. E. S., $1; Janesville, $1; Whitewater Sundayschool, $1.




Miss Miner, our missionary in Tungcho, China, writing to the ladies of the Northwestern convention, says: "How well I remember my pleasant visits with you just two years ago! Even better than your kind hospitality, was the intelligent interest you took in the work of your representative. I know you want me to be egotistical, so that you can know what work you are doing. I still give my mornings to teaching in the college for young men, geology, geometry, international law, and the Pauline epistles being the branches I teach this vear. We graduated a class of eight young men last year, all of whom are doing good work for the Master; and eight more will graduate this year. More and more we depend upon these efficient and devoted workers, and I bespeak for them a constant remembrance in your prayers.

Four afternoons in the week I devote to work in the city, nearly two miles away, mostly teaching women and little children, though occasionally I have an opportunity to speak the message to those who have never yet heard of Christ. When summer vacation comes I hope to do more evangelistic




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. work in the villages. In spite of political hindrances and
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The Wisconsin Branch of the W. B. M. I. will meet for its twenty-fourth annual meeting on Tuesday, at 1:30 o'clock p. m., in the parlors of the First Congregational church, West Superior. The church sends a most cordial invitation to every soclety and church to be represented. Let us honor their request and go, a great company, to greet for the first time our friends in the "new north."

Of all the good things in store we cannot tell you at this early date, but we are sure a missionary fresh from the field, one of the best, will be with us on Tuesday and also on Thursday. Certain changes in the program of convention




persecutions, our work is prospering. How much we need more missionaries and more money I have no words to tell. We commenced on our new church in the city a year ago, and the foundations are waiting for the money to come in so that we can continue the building. Meanwhile many turned away from our little chapel two weeks ago because they could not find even standing room inside the door, and this is the only Christian chapel in all this great city. I do hope Wisconsin will be able to raise her share this year, and that the burden of debt may be removed from the W. B. M. I.

I know that most of the churches in northern Wisconsin are poor, but it is the falling off of the many littles that works the mischief; and we do not half realize yet the power of prayer, earnest prayer, for the treasury."




Staying Away from Church.

DR. PARKHURST GIVES SOME REASONS WHY MEN REMAIN AT




HOME.




"Sometimes there is no good in going to church," writes Rev. Charles H. Parkhurst, D. D., on "What is the Good of Going to Church?" in the June Ladies' Home Journal. "It depends principally on the church. It is often claimed that church-attendance is on the decrease. People are not going to be drawn in by being scolded for staying out. Nor are they go. ing to be drawn in-in a way to hold them-by being coaxed in by artificial seductions. A good deal of money is put into the artistic trimmings of sanctuary service. There is no objection to the artistic if it is wrought into the body of the service, and not availed of simply as so much millinery put on to make the service more presentable. The advertising of sensational topics is another way the pulpit takes to worry truth into reluctant hearts of advertisement-captured congregations. It does not hold the people, but it does cheapen the pulpit and set the house of God in the same row with the dry-goods stores, millinery shops and other institutions that put big headlines in the newspapers and flaming placards in the front windows. We may call the rank and file of people very godless, but they are able to distinguish remarkably well between fact and fiction in matters of religion. I believe that ninety people out of a hundred would respect God's house if they were sure that it is God's house more than it is man's. It takes a good deal besides a pulpit, a choir loft and a spire to make a church."









Exchanges and Reviews.




SOME DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HISTORY OF OUR LEAD REGION, by John Nelson Davidson-reprinted from the Proceedings of the Wisconsin State Historical society, in pamphlet, Feb. 23, 1899.-Our state Congregational historian is doing us proud in many ways. He has a genius for getting at historical details and expressing them judiciously. His monographs are clear-cut and painstaking. In this, he denies that the French founded Wisconsin, and shows how Americans from Missouri or Kentucky began the permanent settlement of the state in the lead region. He tells also how negro slaves, brought from Kentucky, saw the site of Galena and worked the lead mines there before the place bore its present name. Many other interesting facts are brought out.




The Tongue's Mighty Potency.

THE SWORD HAS SLAIN ITS THOUSANDS, BUT THE TONGUE ITS TEN THOUSANDS.

"Now the tongue is a shield lifted up for an attack against the wrong; now it is a spear whose sharp point is turned against the right," writes Rev. Newell Dwight Hillis, D. D., in the August LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. "The sword has slain its thousands, but the tongue its ten thousands. Of the children of sympathy, it may be said, the tongue sends forth healing balms and cordials; but of envious men it is true that the 'poison of asps is under their lips.' For, as of old, so now, the tongue is a hand wherewith we lift men up, or a mace wherewith we strike men down. With this instrument we bless God, with it we curse men. No other member carries such power, and nothing taxes man like the skillful handling of the tongue, and its bridling, even as a charioteer lifts the reins above his well-trained steeds. From the tongue gushes forth comfort like a cool, sweet spring; the tongue is a harp, Įiling up masses of melody; the tongue is a fruitful bower, full of bounty and delight; the tongue carries a glow, warming the soul like a winter's fire; it sends out sweet songs to be sung in camp and wept over in cottage. Out of words the tongue weaves for the hero an armor against all enemies."




THE LIVING AGE continues to be abreast of the times in the breadth and value of its culled literature. The last July issue contains a discussion of the question "Will England Become Catholic?" by Richard Bagot, from Nuova Autologia; a picturesque history of "Paternoster Row," by Sir Walter Besant, from Leisure Hour; an essay on "Beneficent Germs" by Henry S. Gabbett, M. D., from The Nineteenth Century; "The Case of Mr. Kipling," from The Saturday Review; "Mr. Sheldon's Sermon Stories," from The Spectator, and other enticing reading matter. Published every Saturday by The Living Age Co., Boston.




We cordially welcome to our table THE WISCONSIN BAPTIST, a bright little monthly, which "aims to keep Wisconsin Baptists posted as to what has been done, what is being done and what needs to be done." It is a most helpful exponent of Baptist state work. It enumerates 24 mission fields among Americans, 3 Dano Norwegian and 8 Swedish. The Baptists sustain eight general and district missionaries. Their Summer Assembly is held at Delavan Lake. Eighty churches have adopted the state plan for Christian beneficence.




THE WISCONSIN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION still stands at the front among educational monthlies. A fine editorial in July is upon The Restraint that Goes With Power." The University is said to have inspected 95 schools during the year, and to have 175 now upon its accredited list. A Wisconsin Round Table, of prominent educators, limited to forty-five members, has been formed to discuss, freely, educational questions of general and local interest.-Madison, Wis.




THE INTERNATIONAL EVANGEL-St. Louis, Mo.-is ably edited and is pushing interdenominational work in the lines of state organization. The August number contains, as special articles, "The Social Function of Sunday-schools," by Rev. W. F. Crafts; "Is Alcohol a Food?"-Reply to Prof. Atwater-by Mary H. Hunt; and "House to House Visitation" by Hugh Cork.




OTHER EXCHANGES.




The Biblical World, Chicago University Press; The Motor, Madison; The Northwestern Mail, Madison; The Nebraska Congregational News, Lincoln, Neb.; The Clayworker, Indianapolis; The Boone Standard, Boone, lowa; The Ripon Advance Press and Commonwealth, Cut Gems, The Helping Hand, etc.




Personal.




Rev. F. T. Rouse, of Appleton, has but recently recovered from an attack of the grip, with which he had to struggle thus early in his new field. His family are encamped at Lockhurst on Lake Winnebago, but part of his vacation is to be spent among old parishioners at West Superior.

Rev. David L. Holbrook has supplied several Sundays in Green Bay.

Rev. A. E. Leonard and his wife, of Menasha, have been taking vacation rest at Marquette, beside Lake Puckawa, and at the homestead in Royalton. The Menasha pulpit, meanwhile, has been supplied by General Missionary Dexter, Rev. Archie Ball, and Rev. W. S. Westcott.

Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Stemen, of Viroqua, are happy in the birth of a daughter.

Rev. Mr. Huelster, from De Kalb, Ill., has lately supplied for a Sunday or two at Fond du Lac.

The newly opened Brighton beach at Menasha with its large pavlion and big tent, is to hold a "Chautauqua" assembly for the first time, August 10-20. The Ellsworth quartet and a chorus of a thousand voices will furnish the music, and some of the celebrities who visit the Marinette and Monona assemblies are to contribute interest, among the rest, Dr. Graham Taylor and Mayor Jones of Toledo. Send to our business editor at Menasha, Mr. J. R. Bloom, for a program.

Born, July 23rd, to Rev. and Mrs. Jesse Sarles, Medford, a daughter.

Father George B. Hubbard and wife, of Plymouth, were to celebrate their golden wedding on Aug. 5.

Rev. Charles L. Morgan, of Jamaica Plains, Mass., the author of the Advance serial, "Josiah, the Rich Young Ruler" was a graduate of Beloit College in 1871.

Rev. Geo. H. Grannis, of Gross Park, Ill., is canvassing Wisconsin in the interests of the Central Lecture Bureau, with excellent success. He says the tide of interest in good lecture courses is steadily rising and rapidly moving westward.

At the ordination of Rev. W. R Dixon, son of the late Rev. Julian Dixon, at Melvin, Ill., Secretary Carter was present to preach the sermor.

The last solicitude in earthly affairs of the philanthropist, Elisha D. Smith, concerned the local subscriptions for the New Richmond sufferers, in which he took a pathetic personal interest. It was his death-bed anxiety that it should reach, as it did in Menasha, the thousand dollar mark.

Rev. H. A. Miner, of Madison, and Mrs. Miner, whose first pastorate in the west was at Menasha, whither Mrs. Miner and Mrs. E. D. Smith came as brides together, attended the funeral of the late Elisha D. Smith and sat with the household




as mourners.




A recent character sketch in the Milwaukee Journal fully details the useful career, thus far, of Col. Nicholas Smith, well known as one of our prominent laymen, whom impaired health has compelled to resign his editorial place upon the Fond du Lac Commonwealth staff and seek a year of rest. It opens with the sentence, "Soldier, lawyer, editor, lecturer, preacher and author, with twenty-eight consecutive years spent in the editorial harness, and not so much as a week's vacation except on rare occasions, etc." Col. Smith's book "Stories of the Great National Songs" is forthcoming, and his lectures on the "Songs of Patriotism" and the "Songs of the Church," have been widely given in Wisconsin. Our Church Life wishes the Colonel speedy recuperation and many more years of usefulness.

Secretary Carter has been able to take just a very short breathing space with his family at Brandon, Mrs. Carter's home, and incidentally visited Ripon.




Ministerial Movements.




 DAY, REV. E. E., accepts call to Kewaunee. 
 DOE, Rev. F. B., supplies Cumberland instead of Mason and 
Drummond. 


BLAKESLEE, REV. A. D., accepts call to Hartland. 
FRAZER, REV. A. E., accepts call to Lake Mills. 


HARRIS, REV. C. A., of Mukwanago, accepts call to Shullcburg.

MOXIE, REV. CHAS. H., accepts call from Amory to New Paynesville, Minn.

RALPH, REV. W. J. C., closes five successful years at Mazomanie, to pursue special studies at Yale.

WHITCOMB, REV. W. A., accepts call to Spring Valley.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St., Beloit, Wis.

President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT.




Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. District Missionary, Rev. F. N. DEXTER, New London. 
           Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, 
                                      J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. Meets Monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D.. J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J.LAMB, E. D. SMITH, G. H. RAY 
     REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D,, REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D.. REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S. T. KIDDER, REV. R. L. CHENEY, 
                           REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. 





North Wsconsin District C. H. M. S.

Superintendent, Secretary and Treasurer, SECRETARY HOMER W. CARTER, Beloit. 
   District Missionary, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Address Ashland. 


Executive Committee-REV. H. C. TODD, President; D. L. WIGGINS, Vice-President; REV. J. R. SMITH.

Attention, Board of Directors W. H. M. S.

A special meeting of special importance is called at the Old Mission, Madeline Island, for Saturday afternoon, Sept. 9. Take the "Plowboy" at Ashland not later than 9 a. m. Saturday.




Financial Statement for July.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena Second, Ladies, $3.55, Bobbs Mills, $1; Brillion, $1.22; Brodhead, $41.76, Clinton, $4; Durand, $12.50; Durand L. M. S., $10: Depere, $2; Endeavor L. M. S., $2.50; Ft. Atkinson, $4.50; Fond du Lac, $23.53; Hillsboro, $8.17; Janesville, $100; Lancaster, $41.25; Lake Nebagamon, $0.17; Lake Geneva, $22; Manning, $1.63; Mazomanie, $22 35; Mazomanie L. M. S, $5.70; Osseo, $5.82; Plymouth, $18.24; Potosi, $5; Roberts. $1; Ripon, $10; Royalton, $4.28; Spring Green, $3.91; Spring Valley, $3.42; Shullsburg, $2.50 Tomah, $28.64; Two Rivers, $2; Vesper, $0.75; Waupun, $1; West Rosendale, $1.78; Whitewater, $100; Wilson's Creek, $4.30; Wyoming, $2.50.




Total.........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $15; Mr. J. O. Meyers, Wauwatosa, $14.84; Rev. A. E. Leonard, Menasha, $10; Rev. Wm. Griffith, Trempealeau, $5; Rev. Wm. Haughton, Viroqua, $2; Rev. John Willan and wife, Neillsville, $2; Rev. S. L. Unger, Rockton, $1; Mrs. R. A. Ellis, Clear Lake, $1; L. Clair, $0.80; Rev. H. S. Evert, Chilton, $0.60.




Total..........
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.$ 502.97




52.24




28.85




15.98 115.91 715.95 540.20 1,031.66 969.45 1,253.53 494.58 1,030.56 442.60 507.23 729.06




.$7,714.82 
  $250.00 





Wisconsin's Forward Movement.

The limited time for our state problems available at our annual meeting in West Superior, makes concentration upon the main issue more than ever important. The report of the board of directors will probably be printed beforehand to give more time for the consideration of such recommendations as these, viz:

1. Resolved that from Oct. 1st, 1899, Wisconsin ask no further grants for its English speaking work, from the C. H. M. S.

(Our own previous action, as well as that of the National Society, whose appropriation for North Wisconsin ends with Oct. 1st, has practically decided the matter although the technical vote remains to be passed).

2. Resolved that the continued co-operation of all be urged in the endeavor to secure the coming year something from everybody for our state home missionary work; at least a sum total of as many dollars as there are resident members in each case, to be shared in by all departments; and extra gifts from those who are able to make them.




The Home Missionary officials, although not responsible for the inauguration of the movement for entire self support at this stage, have left no approved means unused in their earnest effort to make the movement a success. General and local rallies have been held. Special use of the Sabbaths, the District conventions, Our Church Life, special circulars, and individual letters has been made. President Leavitt, as well as Secretary Carter, has given much extra attention to the moyement. The Executive committee has had this for its prominent topic at its regular monthly meetings, and an extra midyear meeting of the full Board of Directors was held in March, while a second is called for Madeline Island Saturday, September 9.




While your representatives are not aware that anything more could have wisely been done to gain the end sought, and while the increased interest and gifts are gratifying, the problem of self support must be faced as one that is not yet fully solved, and as one that cannot be satifactorily solved withont a far larger increase in Home Missionary giving, and a continued growth in this respect. We have by no means reached our financial goal, even with the $2100 appropriated by the C. H. M. S. for the six months ending with Oct. 1, '99. The churches that have reached the quota of as many dollars as resident members, even with individual gifts that were asked as extras, are the marked exception.

Has our Forward Movement the enduring and growing life to make the quota the rule instead of the exception for the coming year? If not, why not? If not, what then?




Who Will Take His Place?

Mr. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, whose death is an inestimable loss to a multitude of good interests and to the Kingdom in general, was by far the largest individual giver to the work of the W. H. M. S.

But he was far more and better than this. As a member of its Board of Directors he gave personal attention to its affairs not only at the regular meetings, but by correspondence and conference. His deep and practical interest is attested by his journey across the state for the sole purpose of attending the Madeline Island conference last summer and his plan to do the same again this season.

He was never dictatorial nor selfishly persistent in his own views, yet always ready to make helpful suggestions, and to inaugurate movements like that for which he was responsible the past year, in the effort to secure extra gifts from those able to make them, doing this none the less readily when, as in this case, it meant large extra work for himself, like sending out over a thousand letters all of them personally signed and many of them personally written, and each with a stamp for reply inclosed and all at his own expense, as an insignificant trifle in addition to the hundreds of dollars (usually a thousand dollars, and one year at least fifteen hundred dollars) which he gave annually for our State Home Missionary work.

He often expressed his surprise that other men of means did not, as he did, find joy and blessedness in generous giving. His modest, cheerful generosity was not more marked than the wisdom and variety of his gifts. All of our great missionary interests, besides innumerable extras, were honored on the list in the sacred little "red book."

The long list of Home missionaries who have been receiving the "Advance" free, have his kindly thoughtfulness to thank. Just a week before his death, Secretary Carter received the customary personally written letter asking suggestions as to placing his annual offering to the work of the C. C. B. S., usually $500 at least, and assigned by his request to some needy Wisconsin church building.

With him, disposition and ability went hand in hand. The great heart and the great purse were both the Lord's, and were both united in scattering sunshine and manifold blessings upon every hand.

Such a life is worth living by rich and poor, and it may be lived in quality if not in quantity whether one be rich or
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Problems In Home Missions.




DISTRICT MISSIONARY F. N. dexter.




In the June number of OUR CHURCH LIFE, I discussed the problem; How Get the Means to carry on our growing work in both new and old Home Mission fields. The July number of the paper has brought no answer from the churches, and I therefore conclude that the answer given by the Sparta convention, Secretary Carter, and the executive committee, viz: Let the churches pay into the treasury of the Society as many dollars as there are resident members, and the work will be done," is a satisfactory one.

But all the churches have not done it yet, and the sum total is far below the mark set. This brings us to another problem dependent upon the first one.

PROBLEM II.—WHERE FIND THE MEN?

A large share of my time recently has been spent in pastorless fields, viz Maine, Seymour, the upper Kickapoo region, Retreat, De Soto, and others. They need pastors. These fields in the support of their last pastors raised on their fields from $150 to $400 apiece. In most cases the society has supplemented this, until the Missionary pastor has had an income of about $500. In some cases he has had over $100 less than the above figures. The Executive committee has had to cut appropriations very closely, in order to carry on the work in all the fields and not incur debt. For many months the good motto: "Current Expenditures Should Not Exceed Current Receipts," has been relentlessly turned to the wall, and the large legacies that have come to the society during the past three years are well nigh spent.

For this reason some of our fields are pastorless. The fields cannot raise much, and the society has not sufficient income to largely supplement the salary, and the men are lacking who will take the work for the salary promised.

Let us see what men are available.

1. Our Seminary graduates. Every spring our Seminaries turn out about 100 graduates. They have spent ten years in school in preparation for the ministry. Many of them have incurred debts in securing their education. Most of them can get among the older and larger churches, salaries ranging from $800 to $2000. Can the churches blame the Seminary men if they say, when invited to enter poor Home Missionary fields: "I pray thee have me excused?”

2. Congregational pastors seeking new fields. When I get a letter from some good brother asking me to use my brotherly interest in securing him a new charge, and I answer him: "I know of a field greatly needing a good, experienced man. There are five preaching stations, three for every Sunday; in doing your work you will drive thirty miles every Sunday and will need a horse. There is no parsonage; but we hope you will be the means of the church's building one. They raise on the field, for a man who is popular, $300. The Home Missionary appropriations (diminishing yearly) is about $200, and we believe you can be sure of $500 per year." Do you wonder that that man writes to me, "I have married a wife, and have seven children. therefore I cannot come?"

3. Then there are brethren from other denominations, who write, saying: "Have you some field for us? We desire a change in our ecclesiastical connection, and we are willing to commence anywhere. How about the churches in Blank and Blank?"

4. Then there are the men who come from the various Bible Institutes and short course training schools, belonging to various denominations and to none, evangelists (so called) lay workers, etc., etc., who are travelling around the country willing to preach to any and to all who will hear theni. They, in their pilgrimages, come to these small churches and difficult fields. Some of them are so hungry for preaching that they even approach the district missionary, and tell him: "We believe you could suit our field. Would you con, sider a call from us?" And when he, too, knowing his limitaations, refuses, then is it strange, that when the brethren spoken of under 3 and 4, with ready address and winning ways, come in, they get a call and then quickly follows the call for a council of ordination and an application for their support as missionaries?

I am aware of some criticism of the officers of the society because of giving commissions to untrained men. Let me ask: "Where can we get the trained men?"

If the churches are not willing to help sufficiently to enable the society to place Seminary men in the fields and tried pastors, what other way is open?

I believe it is poor policy from any point of view, economic ally or religiously, to put poor men in Home Missionary fields. Let the men who wish to learn to become Congregational pastors, serve the stronger and established churches. Let the poorer and the harder fields have none but thoroughly equipped men. Let them be adequately supported by the sisterhood of churches.

But where are the men thoroughly equipped and ready to take these hard fields. How get, and How Keep them?

ANSWER. Let the churches pay into the treasury of the Home Missionary society a sum equal to as many dol'ars as there are resident members, and then this problem will be solved.




The Real C. E. Convention.

The great Christian Endeavor convention at Detroit is a thing of the past, so far as the five days' session of the vast multitude, but the real convention with its inspiration and benefit is really just beginning, as through the individual lives of the attendants it is being transferred to the societies and churches throughout the country. Wisconsin should receive a large blessing from this meeting-with a representation of over 400.

One of the features at Detroit was the large percentage of actual attendance. With 28,000 in Detroit the sessions were as largely attended as at Boston with 56,000, showing that all who went to Detroit were there for a purpose. In a short space it is impossible to convey at all satisfactorily a report of this, the greatest and most inspiring religious gathering ever held.

It was a convention of study and schools, with Profs. Willits, Moorehead and Moulton, on the Bible; Prof. Gibbud, of Springfield, for personal workers; Chas. M. Sheldon, author of "In His Steps," on parish problems. Each of these held daily sessions.

It was a convention of earnest thought and quiet. Never before has it been necessary to change the place of holding the quiet hour services, but the large armory proved too small for the number who desired to spend the quiet hour with Dr. Chapman as leader.

The idea of introducing fifteen minutes of quiet into the regular sessions was an excellent thing. Who would have thought it would have been so perfectly quiet in a tent holding 10,000 with a fringe of 2,000 standing. Yet, when Floyd Thompkins stepped upon the speaker's stand in the first session, there was the stillness of the quiet hour in an instant.

It was a convention of powerful sermons. The convention sermon by Dr. Gunsaulus was a masterful effort, by a master mind. The inscription on the cross was the text-representation of the heart, the intellect and the will, the whole man for Christ.

On Sunday morning in the First Congregational church Dr. Chas. E. Jefferson, that powerful young man, of Broadway Tabernacle, preached from the text: "What do ye more than others?" As he made it a personal question and applied it to the life of today, there was an hour of heart searching. The Wisconsin delegation was entertained at the first Congregational church in connection with the Massachusetts people. Dr. Boynton, the pastor, was in his happiest mood and with his Endeavor society made everyone feel at home. At the closing consecration service Wisconsin's motto was: "If ye abide in me and my words abide in you ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you" and for the first time the delegation sang the State song, which was recently written by Eben E Rexford, of whom every Wisconsin Endeavorer is proud, because of his interest in the cause:
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spect and love in the hearts of the people. But these things are not real honor. They are simply tokens, badges of honor. How then shall we bestow upon this brave, beautiful life the real honor which it deserves. The only way you and I can give this man real honor is to put into active operation in our lives the principles which made his life great. Do we wish to honor him for his great loving kindness and generosity, then we must be kind and generous. Do we wish to honor him for his manly citizenship, then let us try to make this city what we know he would like to have seen it. Do we wish to honor him for his earnest, consistent Christian manhood, then let us try to be such men and such Christians as he tried to be.









Convention Catechism.




Q. Will it not pay better in the interests of the Kingdom for me to stay at home from our West Superior gathering and put into the Missionary treasury what it would cost me to go?

A. No. In the first place, stay-at-homes do not usually do as you propose. In the second place, those who have interest enough in the work to do this, are just the ones whose presence and counsel are needed at this critical stage of our Forward Movement. A representative, rousing meeting of missionary givers is worth more, financially and in other important ways, than all it costs. Without it we shall suffer in more ways than money represents.

Q. But, I am young or at any rate unknown, and my absence will make no difference.

A. In the first place there are some things that you need to know and to get and that others need to know and to get through you, which cannot be known or gotten without the truth and inspiration of such a meeting as we ought to have. In the second place, you will be older, we trust, and you ought to be better known, if you are of the temper indicated by the first question, and now is your time, by real sacrifice if need be, to show your loyalty to the things of the Kingdom, and by your presence, voice and vote to aid others to enthusiasm in the same-a noble and enduring enthusiasm which does not and cannot come except with the assembling together of the faithful.




The La Crosse District Convention was held at Plymouth church, Elroy, May 9-10. The pastor, Rev. Walter M. Ellis, gave the address of welcome. Rev. Thomas Barker, of Hillsboro, was chosen moderator. Some of the leading topics were "The Undivided Life," by Dr. Henry Faville; "hristian Home Culture," by Rev. G. W. Longenecker and others; "Good and Regular Standing in the Church," Dr. William Crawford and Rev. W. A. Gerrie: "Christian Stewardship," by Rev. J. G. Smith, and a "Review of the Life of Henry Drummond," by Rev. John A. Stemen. The devotional services were most helpful. A protest against Attorney-General Griggs' nullification interpretation of the anti-canteen clause of the army bill, was adopted and sent to President McKinley. Instead of the fall meeting the convention voted to have a series of fellowship meetings. The next annual meeting is to meet with the church at Trempealeau. J. A. S.
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In behalf of the interests of Christian education in Wisconsin, we ask that you appropriate, for the year beginning July 1st, 1899, to the Christian Academies of the state, as follows: North Wisconsin Academy at Ashland, $1200; Endeavor Academy, $600; Rochester Academy, $300. Such appropriations to be made on the following conditions:

1-The amount asked for shall be raised within the state by the western secretary of the Education society and the friends of the academies.

2-That such appropriations shall be used only for the running expenses of the year.

3-That all gifts, when the object is not specifically designated by the donors, shall be divided proportionately, according to the above sums.

4-That all gifts to this fund of $2,600 shall be credited to the Education society and, so far as possible, shall pass through its treasury.

5-That all money raised above the sum of $2,600 shall be sent to the Education society for its general uses, except such gifts as may be designated by their donors for some specific purpose.

Our reasons for this request are:

1-The larger results that will come from the united appeal to our churches and to friends interested in Christian education. Heretofore in some parts of the state all three academies and the Education society have made appeals to the same church and the same persons.

2-The larger results from a fuller canvass of the state and the interest awakened for home work.

3-The probability of having the help during the year as it is needed and of closing up each year's account without debt. 4-The importance of these schools to the work of the church and in holding up to all the state the ideals of Christian education.

5-The careful and economical management of Rochester Academy and of the North Wisconsin and Endeavor Academies since they have been reorganized.




6-The sums asked for with the tuition fees will pay the running expenses of the Academies and enable them to keep out of debt.

If the plan is continued after next year, we shall ask that our state convention appoint a committee on academies, who, with the western secretary of the Education society, shall examine the work, expenses and budgets of the Acade mies and determine the appropriations to be asked for the following year. (Signed) George R. Leavitt, A. W. Burr, for Rochester and N. Wis. Academies; Robert O. Chapin, for Rochester Academy; E. P. Wheeler, for N. Wis. Academy; E. P. Salmon, R. L. Cheney, H. W. Carter. Judson Titsworth, J. O. Myers, Arthur G. Beach, S. E. Lathrop, Edwin Ellis. *See Editorial Note, elsewhere.




NEW RICHMOND, WIS., JULY 25, 1899.

To our Congregational Fellowship of Churches,

Dear BretheRN:-The tornado of June 12th which devastated New Richmond has passed into history and is now little more than a memory to most people, but it remains a terrible reality to us who live here.

I address you on behalf of our church. Seven of our members, fifteen in all from our congregation, were killed. Nearly all our families have suffered serious financial loss, many having lost business places and homes with all their contents. Our largest supporters are nearly all business men, and these have been the largest losers and in proportion to their losses have received the least aid from the General Relief Fund. I need not say that it will be impossible, without great difficulty, for us, for a time, perhaps a considerable time, to meet even our ordinary expenses.

Our building was not entirely swept away, as were those of the Methodist, Baptist and Episcopal churches. It was, however, very seriously injured, losing its tower, and a part of its roof and windows, admitting wind and rain, ruining its interior decorations and badly damaging its carpets and furnishings. Its frame was racked and its ceiling has settled. Its use in the care of the injured and dead, for which it was very gladly given, added somewhat to its injury.

What we shall do with it is somewhat in doubt and will depend in good part upon what our sister churches will enable us to do. The other churches of our city, through the liberality of their respective sisterhoods of churches, will have new, modern buildings, which will be in better locations than ours. If we repair our old building, in part one of the oldest in our city, we shall at best have an inferior building in an inferior location, and will be at a serious disadvantage in comparison with the other churches. A new building will be a great advantage to us. But if this should not be within the possibilities we ought to make very extensive repairs and changes, both in the interior and on the exterior, adding to its attractiveness and convenience.

We think that in these conditions it is legitimate for us to appeal to you of our sister churches for assistance. Secretary Carter and our neighboring churches whose pastors and members have been on the ground and have seen our need have approved our appeal. The Eau Claire First Church, at once, without waiting for an appeal, s nt us over $200, and our now sainted brother, E. D. Smith, of Menasha, forwarded $50. Other churches and individuals of our own and other states, including the Presbyterian church, of Hudson, and Rev. A. A. Berle, of Brighton, Mass., a former pastor, have sent us generous sums.

But we have not in hand such a sum as we ought to expend to put ourselves in shape for our work. Many of you have already contributed to the General Fund, but our churches get nothing from that except such sums as have been specifically designated for our use. We do not wish to lay a burden upon any of you, but we feel sure, brethren, that you will be glad to assist us, in some small measure at least, in bearing this very heavy burden which is laid upon us. Fraternally Yours,




REV. A. D. ADAMS, Pastor.




Convention Echoes.




"In benevolence, plan your work, then work your plan and work it sweet."

"To convert men, you not only have to have a man in the pulpit, but men in the pew; men who not only say amen, but who live out the amen,"

"Outside the realm of morals and of choice, are developed and undeveloped conditions. Inside that realm there are saved and unsaved conditions."

"I believe the power that gives men birth can give them a new birth, and the power that can generate life can regenerate it."









From the North Land.




BY GENERAL MISSIONARY WHITELAW. "Problems in Home Missions," as set forth in the last issue but one of this paper by District Missionary Dexter, are not those which seriously confront us in much of our North Wisconsin work. While there has been intrusion and consequent division upon some fields, on others there has been nothing of the kind. The denomination first upon the ground that has maintained a vigorous life has been allowed to develop its work in its own way. But even by this economic and righteous policy, which has so largely characterized the missionary work in this part of the state, important fields have been left untouched and some others of equal importance have been so feebly cared for that there is little to show that anything has been done. The only excuse that can be offered for this failure to possess the land is to be found in the fact that the means were not forthcoming from the Lord's people to sustain it. Other denominations are equally guilty with our own in this matter, for none of them are doing the work that should be done. One could even wish for something more of rivalry in the possession of fields if thereby the gospel of Christ could be preached to every creature.

Consequently the question with us is not what shall be done in the case of small churches whose forces have been divided by the intrusion of other bodies, but rather how shall we sustain the work already in hand upon fields indisputably ours, in such a way as to furnish no pretext for division, and also to do our full share of the work upon fields yet unoccupied.

Much of my time during the last two months has been spent upon fields within fifty miles of Ashland trying to answer just such questions as these. In all, seven fields have been visited. Here for instance are two fields fifteen miles apart with two on three points adjacent that might be called out-stations. They are lumber towns,-the saw-mills being the only industry. The mill men own everything, even the cottages of their employes. They also do all the business. About one hundred and fifty men are employed at each point, who with their families make up a population of about six hundred people. The towns remain practically stationary, as there is nothing to encourage immigration or individual enterprise. Saloons are not tolerated.

These towns are a dozen or more years old and are destined to as much longer a lease of life, or as long as the lumber interest continues. Should the land owners before long dispose of their holdings, which is likely, to bona-fide settlers, the towns may live, but of course the character of the population would change. In the meantime what shall be done? Is it throwing away Home Missionary money to sustain the gospel in these places because of a doubt as to the future? If the life is more than meat surely the individual soul is worth more than anything else. If saved it must be while the day lasts.

Former missionary workers have said these people must have the gospel, and efforts have been made from time to time in this direction. Students have occasionally been secured for the summer and once or twice the fields have been occupied by others for longer periods. But the work has not been continuous. Long intervals without regular services have been frequent and furnished an open door for the impostor and ministerial tramp to get in their work. Consequently no churches have been organized, nor is there much material apparent from which to form them. The only encouraging feature of the work is to be found in the Sunday Schools which have had a continuous life. I ask, do not these people deserve something better from us? They are willing and able to do something for themselves, and are in no immediate need of church buildings. A little Home Missionary mɔney will give them much of good.

Not only do older towns, such as these, appeal to us for sympathy and help but entirely new communities, similar in character, that have sprung into being almost like magic within a year, nee i the minister and the gospel of Christ at the very beginning. And this work must be vigorous and continuous if aught of value is to be accomplished. The seven towns mentioned above if gathered into one would form a city of not less than 2,500 people. Such a town would have its churches and ministers without question and missionary help if needed. Can it be said that a population equally large though scattered has not an equal claim upon us?




What is an Education for?

FOR GROWTH. A thrifty tree, a promising colt, a robust boy are a delight to see. They are growing. But if the apple tree turn out a wild crab, the colt a "dummy," and the boy a boor, there is a difference. There is such a thing as quality, a better strain, an inuer boy or girl. Education is to raise the quality, improve the strain, to make the inner boy or girl grow. Food and clothes and work will keep the outer boy or girl strong, but the inner, the better, must have books and life and thought to grow.

FOR FINDING A BOY OR GIRL. The life question for every parent is, "What is my child to do in the world?" A father can




hand a shovel to his boy, a mother a dishcloth to her girl and open one door of life, but an education will open many doors for the child to the wo. k of lite.

FOR LARGER WORK. "That man is idle who can do something better," said an old philosopher. The mere brawn worker is more than half idle, for if his mind worked too, his brawn power would be more than tripled. Said a farmer to me, "I used to think that it was better to stay at home ad work than to go to Farmers' Meetings, but I found that the ideas others got there soon put them ahead of me." Boys and girls need ideas to put the. ahead in their work. Not to help them to get rid of their work, but to handle a shovel like a man and not like a serf. Not to sit in an office with soft hands, but to go about the world with eyes open to every chance of service it can give.

FOR LARGER LIFE. "A man is worth to himself what he can enjoy." There is a vast difference in the joy of life of the young man who has learned to hold a beer mug and a cigarette and the one who likes to hold a book or walk arm in arm with a friend. There are schools for both courses. An education makes a boy worth too much to himself to be a loafer.

FOR THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. The coming century will open its doors only to the men and women who think and feel. It is the higher type of life that is coming in. Man's trinmph over space and matter in electricity, his open ear to humanity's call, his new social life, all indicate that the head and the heart are to have a larger part in the new century.

No young man will have any wiser thought, any larger beart, any readier hand for that new life than he who enters it from the threshold of the Christian Academy and the Christian College. From the New Beloit Academy Circular.




Resolutions of Spring Valley Church.

presented to their reTIRING PASTor, rev. wm. H. SHORT.

"We the undersigned committee give it as the opinion of the meeting, as well as the opinion of the people of Spring Valley in general, that no other man in your position has done more for the people than you have done. We recognize your more than ordinary attainments as a scholar, and that you have given us fully and freely the fruits of your attainments. We believe that but few men could have accomplished in so short a time, and under the circumstances, what you have accomplished. The beautiful church building which now so fortunately stands unencumbered with debt, will in years to come remain a monument to your labors.

We realize that your work here has often been attended with discouragements. The work of a pastor must ever have difficulties connected with it which often seem almost insurmountable. It seems to be especially the case here because of many unfavorable conditions. If it seems to you, therefore, that you might have done more than you have done, let it be an encouragement to you in your future work to know that you have many friends here who believe that no man could have done more. No labor is without its reward. The foundation which you have laid will, we believe, be a lasting one-one on which a strong and progressive church will eventually be built.




ANDREW OTterson, MRS. L. A. CURRY, MR. D B. JOHNS, Committee.




How the Baptists Get at It.

Our Baptist friends have a Commission on Systematic Beneficence. The aim of that Commission is to get every member of every church to give to every great religious undertaking approved by the denomination to which he stands related-his own church, local missions, state missions, home missions in its national scope, foreign missions, Bible and Sunday-school work, Christian education, etc., and to do this to contribute:

(1) Regularly, at fixed yearly periods. (2) Proportionately, as God prospers.

(3) Intelligently, according to the relative claims of each object.

(4) Scrupulously, as stewards of Christ. (5) Cheerfully, as a Christian privilege.

In the minds of those who started this Commission, the necessity, as stated by Dr. H. L. Morehouse, arose out of five things:

(1) The deplorable fact of so great a host of do-littles and do-nothings in our churches.
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To the True and Only Church.

Once upon a time there was only one church and only one bishop in what is now Wisconsin. That is, if we apply to Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopalians their theory of the church, and to others the New Testament doctrine on the same subject. Combining these views into a kind of ecclesiastical stereoscope, we may repeat the statement that once there was only one church and one bishop in then unnamed Wisconsin, and say in addition that at the same time there were two parishes of the Roman communion and one of the Anglican-Christ church, Green Bay, an organization that seems to have lapsed though it has a successor of the same name. The earlier Christ church parish was organized in 1825; the later, in 1829.

Our story, however, is not of parishes but of a church and its bishop. The church was organized at New Stockbridge, New York, in July, 1818. It was a colony as well as a church and for a time the Christian Indian pilgrims who composed its membership found a home in the White river country, Indiana. There they remained until 1822 when they removed to the Green Bay region, settling at a place that soon came to be called Statesburgh. It is now Kaukauna.

Thus the first Congregational church of Indiana, as I have little doubt it was, came to be the first Congregational church of that part of Michigan that fourteen years later was to receive the name Wisconsin. Bear in mind that it was the first non-Roman Catholic church in Wisconsin and that, though pastorless for five years after coming here, it maintained regular Sabbath services. I use the word "Sabbath" purposely for these people had a Sabbath and honored it. For months that measured more than one yearly circuit of the sun there seems to have been in what is now Wisconsin no public Christian worship save that which was usually, perhaps always, led by their good deacon, John Metoxen.

To this only church in Michigan-west-of-the-lake came in July, 1827, as missionary bishop, Rev. Jesse Miner. If I am not in error on this point, Mr. Miner was a native of Connecticut. In the early years of this century ministers of the "standing order" in that state, that is to say, ministers who officially at least, were Congregationalists, often called themselves Presbyterians and a real Presbyterian in preference Mr. Miner may have been. Not from Connecticut, however, did he come to us but from New York where he was, I presume, a member of some Presbytery organized under the "plan of union," and where, as successor of the second John Sergeant, he served as home missionary pastor of some-perhaps a majority of the people whom he came to the Green Bay region to visit. Emigration was then bringing together the two Stockbridge Indian churches-the one that led the way westward in 1818 and the older one that was organized at Stockbridge, Massachusetts, in 1785. Accordingly, though not wishing to be understood in too literal a sense, we may say that Mr. Miner came west with his people. He came under the auspices of the American Board and here he spent the remainder of the summer of 1827.

Evidently about the time of his departure he made to former and prospective flock an address which, most happily for us, he took the trouble to put into written form. The manuscript is now in the library of our state historical society in a precious package that contains also the diary and duplicate reports of Rev. Cutting Marsh, and therein, on the occasion of a visit to Madison last February, I found it. A rare addition it is to the material for the making of our ecclesiastical history. Personally I felt no common measure of satisfaction in its statements for they confirm certain things that I ventured to put into a little known and (deservedly?) less read book entitled "In Unnamed Wisconsin."

Mr. Miner's address to the true and only church bears the date of 1827, September 6th. Subjoined are the more important parts of it.

To the Stockbridge Indians residing in Statesburgh:

"My Children: I thank the great and good Spirit who reigns above that he has allowed me to visit your country, and to speak to your people on their great and most important concerns; and that I have found so much of the light of divine truth and mercy shining in this settlement.




*




"Since I have been with you I have, as far as possible, collected the Christians together in regular church order, and confirmed their union by the most divine and heavenly seal of the Lord's supper; and I have also administered the sacrament of baptism to those who were proper subjects to receive it I have revived the Sabbath school which I hope will be faithfully continued. I have established among your young people and others a weekly meeting to read the Scriptures and receive instruction. * * The improvement and virtue of your young people is your chief hope. Endeavor then, with the greatest possible care, to guard them from the habits of sin and wickedness, and from the corrupt and soul-destroying influences of ungodly white people. I wish your children and your young people to reside among yourselves and not be sent down to the Bay; for though they may gain some present advantages there, it will generally be found for them a school of vice and corruption, and I had rather that they would be poor than wicked; but temperance and industry will procure for them all the necessaries of life at home.'
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Mr. Miner closes with a prayer that "the labor of those




missionaries who have lived and died among you may not be in vain."

Thus we have at last documentary evidence that in the summer of 1827 there was effected here a practical union of the two Stockbridge Indian churches, that the sacraments were administered, a young people's meeting established and a Sabbath school "revived." The school to be "revived" must have lived before-presumably, as I think, on Wisconsin soil. Thus it may have been the first Sunday-school ever established within the limits of our state. On the supposition that the reviyal was of a school that had existed among Mr. Miner's people while they were still in New York or among those of the same tribe who came westward in 1818, then this revived school ranks third, in point of time among all Sunday-schools established in the region that became Wisconsin. The two that are possibly of an earlier date are, respectively, the one established at Prairie du Chien by the aunt of ex-Superintendent James Henry Warren, of San Francisco. She was a Congregationalist. The other school was established at "Shantytown" (Green Bay) by A. G. Ellis, an Episcopal layman. Both these had their beginning in the spring of 1825.

Bear in mind that the organized and continuous work of the Congregational communion antedates, in Wisconsin, that of every other religious body, J. N. DAVIDSON. Memorial Day, 1899.




A Word to Parents and Teachers. During the past year my duties as secretary of the Evangelical Alliance have brought me into contact with the pastors of nearly two-score cities. In almost every city they have spoken to me of the deplorable prevalence of vice among the children and young people. Facts have been brought to light which are shocking in the last degree. I am not speaking of children of the slums whose heredity and environment have both been vicious, but of children who belong to good homes, often Christian homes, whose parents refuse to believe evil of them until confession forces conviction.

Statements have come to me from California, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Connecticut which indicate that this corruption is widesprard and exceptional at the present time.

The exceptional cause of it would seem to be the wide circulation of vicious literature. Salacious French fiction whose sale has long been a crime in England, and is now outlawed even in Paris, may legally corrupt American youth. But doubtless the worst source of contamination is the obscene literature, often illustrated with photographs, which, though forbidden by law, finds easy access to the mails, and is surreptitiously distributed by hand often on the platforms of railway stations, sometimes on the play-grounds of children. One who has never seen this obscene literature can form no notion of it. A Christian imagination simply cannot conceive of it. It might have come from the cesspool of perdition. This poison has repeatedly been found in public schools, academies and colleges. In some cases every boy and every girl in the school has confessed to having read it; and the vice which pastors are deploring is the perfectly natural result.

Two things, it seems to me can be done and ought to be done. First, let parents and teachers break the conspiracy of silence, into which they seem to have entered. Few are the parents who do not leave their children to learn from vicious companions the most sacred facts of their physical life. I do not believe one father in twenty does his duty by his boy, in this particular. If he does not know how to speak on so delicate and difficult a subject, let him put into his boy's hand a judicious book like "What a Young Boy Ought to Know," one of a series of dollar books by the Rev. Sylvanus Stall, D. D., of Philadelphia, admirably adapted to meet the needs of parents and teachers, and which has received eminent endorsement everywhere. Other books of like character can also be had on inquiring from reputable publishers.

Secondly, the curfew ordiance which has been adopted in many western cities with admirable results would throw a shield around the children during the hours of greatest temptation. Pastors who have seen the working of this ordinance tell me that it has wrought a great reformation where it has been adopted, and city officials are loud in its praise. If we give our children less liberty and more light, there will be less vice. JOSIAH STRONG.




Surprise for Beloit.




PROF. L. E. HOLDEN ACCEpts the WooSTER (0.) College PRESIDENCY.

Beloit, Wis., July 29.[Special] — The announcement this morning of the election of Prof. L. E. Holden, of this city, to the presidency of Wooster college, Ohio, was a surprise to the public. The place came to Prof. Holden entirely unsought. It carries with it a salary of $3000 and besides free house rent. Prof. Holden is splendidly situated in Beloit, where he has a beautiful home and a permanent place at the college. He was recommended to the Wooster college through members of the Presbyterian Missionary board. He will leave for Wooster as soon as possible. Evening Wisconsin














Obituary.




Mrs. Sarepta Wells Dixon, wife of Rev. H. H. Dixon, died at the family home in Whitewater, May 30. Mrs. Dixon had suffered from paralysis, and been an invalid for about fifteen years. During all these years she has been ministered to by the constant care and devotion of their daughter, Clara A. It is an instance of filial piety rarely equaled. Without doubt the ministry of husband and daughter prolonged her days, adding a number of years of peaceful, painless, beautiful living. Her strength failed rapidly after the tragic death of her son, Theron S., last September, who was drowned in an effort to save the life of a friend at Virginia Beach, Va. The only surviving son is Dr. G. M. Dixon, an eminent physician of Sacramento, Cal. Miss Clara is the only daughter.

Mr. and Mrs. Dixon came to Wisconsin from Vermont in 1851 as Congregational home missionaries, and are therefore of the number of fast disappearing pioneers of our state. They have done good service, living upright, noble lives. Mrs. Dixon loved home and family and friends. She did not seek public notice, and her kindly heart, benevolence, and piety were fully appreciated only by those who had access to her home life. Her supreme desire was to do her full duty and so far as in her lay, make the world better, happier, more full of Christ. Her husband, Rev. H. H. Dixon, has long been retired from active ministerial labor, because of failing bodily strength. But possessing a mind of unusual clearness and force, he has been the councilor of educators and ministers and friends, who gratefully recall the help and inspiration he has given them. On the 81st anniversary of his birth he laid to everlasting rest the wife of his youth. He is waiting, only for a little time, the same summons to the bright day that knows no night. So long as our Congregational faith is manifested through such pure, honest, exalted lives, its work will be strong. Christ will be glorified in it.

The funeral services were conducted by Rev. E. C. Barnard, of Whitewater, and Dr. J. F. Eaton, of Rochester, for many years personal friends of the family.




Convention Rates.

As stated last month, effort is still on foot to obtain favorable rates to West Superior. Some suggest that the one and one-third fare rate could be secured if all pastors would waive their half-fare privileges. Perhaps this is hardly to be expected. It surely cannot be demanded, and it might not result in any economy after all. If the lay delegations could be as numerous as our churches are in honor bound to make them, by the great fundamental rule of Congregational fellowship, the one and one-third rate

would be secured by a large margin. In any case, a Home Seeker's one fare return rate by the Wisconsin Central can be secured to Ashland, and from thence to Superior a favorable round trip rate for all who can go. It is still possible that a plan for half-rates in case of 200 attendance may be secured.




Life in Our Churches.

Brodhead-While the Presbyterian building was undergoing repairs, the pastor of that church with his flock united in occupying our building with preaching by the Presbyterian brother.

Å fine Home Missionary offering was made upon Secretary Carter's recent
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visit. Mrs. Helen A. Charlton, Superin- 
tendent, adds much to the interest and 
profit of the S. S. by calling out specially 
prepared papers upon topics related to 
the lessons. Brodhead has a street of fine 
lawns which for continuous extent and 
depth is hard to equal. 


  Kenosha-Rev. H. C. Roblee, pastor. 
 This is one of the few churches that ex- 
ceeds its Home Missionary quota, be- 
sides making large offerings in other 
lines. A few of its wealthy givers have 
pledged nearly $10,000 for the new Y. 
M. C. A. building to be noted at once. 
Its Missionary offerings for the year 
will be about $1,500. 


In Pastor Roblee's less than three years 50 have been added to the membershhip, flourishing senior and junior Endeavor societies have been developed and the small Sabbath evening attendance and the Sabbath-School have been increased.

Unusually discriminating and effective reports of the District Y. P. S. C. E. convention were made by Mr. Roblee and a visiting friend, Miss Grace, of Detroit, Sabbath evening, July 30. Secretary Carter having presented Home Missions at the morning service with an exceptionally generous response.

Lake Nebagamon-A. E. Cutter supply. This new enterprise is developing encouragingly. A new organ has lately been supplied by friends, and through a small outlay by the field.

Liberty-Trevor postoffice-Rev. J. W. Moore, pastor. A Sabbath school in the village of Trevor which is a mile from the church in the country, has been begun with gratifying response and outlook.

Lone Rock and Bear Valley-Rev. T. Arthur Porter, pastor. Have assumed self-support from the first of June.

  Another indication of prosperity is the 
new church tower with belfry which has 
just been completed, also a new coat of 
paiut on the building. 


  An effort is being made to secure a 
much needed bell for the tower. 
                             If any 
of the generously disposed churches or 
individuals wish to aid in making up the 
sum of $45, needed, pastor Porter will 
gladly receive contributions for this pur- 
pose. 


  Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, 
 pastor. The June Pilgrim recounts 
 Pastor Smith's trip with the Wisconsin 
 Press Association to the Black Hills. 
 The fiftieth anniversary of the church- 
 date July 11-is to be commemorated in 
 the early fall. A new or remodeled 
 building is earnestly projected President 
 Halsey of the Normal school gave an 
 address on Children's Day and several 
 infants were baptized and bibles were 
 presented to children of the church who 
 had become seven year of age during the 
year. Warm tribute is paid to the retir- 
ing pastor of Plymonth church, Rev. H. 
F. Tyler. A list of pew holders and 
church members is appended. 


Oshkosh Plymouth loses a faithful and beloved pastor in the resignation of Rev. H. F. Tyler to accept a unanimous call to the Plymouth church of Columbus, Ohio, his former home, and the fellowship circle of neighboring pas
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tors is broken again with regret. Brother Tyler has achieved a good work in Oshkosh. The long standing debt has been raised-$2,850, within six weeks, $1,941 being secured outside the church. Two hundred dollars of surplus will add to the organ fund. Besides this, the church has been built up spiritually. Dr. Gunsaulus was formerly pastor of the Columbus church to which Mr. Tyler goes. Our Church Life's best wishes and regrets go with him.

Osseo-Rev. S. E. Evans, pastor. In spite of special effort to the contrary, the church falls a trifle short of self-support this year, but will not give up the effort, we trust, until successful. The Juniors take turns in ringing the bell and doing the janitor work during the




summer.




Prescott-Pastor Herman Obenhaus preached the Baccalaureate sermon at the anniversary exercises in Wilton College, Iowa, which was highly spoken of. This discourse "The Christian Law of Service," Matt. xx:26-28, is priuted in full in the Prescott Tribune of later date, and is a strong Christian appeal.

Sharon-Rev. Howell Davies, D. D., was elected honorary member of the Cambrian Literary Society, Washington, D. C., at their last meeting. Mr. Davies is slowly improving in health, though he is not yet very strong. He is an earnest worker, a scholar, and a man of high spiritual thought, and winning personality.




In the Glory of the Summer.




BY W. HAUGHTON

In the glory of the summer,

  In the song of bird and breeze 
There is joy for every comer 
  'Neath the shadow of the trees, 
 If the heart would only listen 
 To the summer's gentle call 
It would see the streamlet glisten, 
  It would hear the waters fall. 





I have watched the dawning tender 
 As it opened like the rose; 


I have felt the noontide's splendor, 
  And the twilight's sad repose, 
With no longing for the morrow 
  Or the peace it might impart 
There was balm for present sorrow, 
 And a message for the heart. 





There's a royal arch above us

  And a throbbing earth below; 
There are living hearts to love us 
  And to share the joys we know. 
Never dream of mad ambition 
  Such a recompense could find— 
It is love's divine fruition 


With no canker left behin 1,




You, dear heart, of all the dearest, 
  With the laughter loving eyes, 
To my inner life the nearest 
 And the purity I prize! 


We have braved the stormy weather 
 On the uphill path we trod- 
We'll go down the slope together 
 With a simple trust in God, 





Viroqua, Wis,











Milwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE,




WIS.




Endowed for the higher education of




women.




Will Reopen Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.

Full Four Year College Courses leading to the degrees B. A. and B. L.

Seminary, Four Year College Prepar
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings
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rtory Courses, Ancient and Modern Standard of Excellence standing in the midst of as fine a cam




Classical and English; accredited by

the best Universities and Colleges of

the West and the East.

Native Teachers of German and French

Music Department directed by

EMIL LIEBLING.

Art, Elocution, Physical Training,

MISS E. C. SABIN, President

Fautless Netting Investors 5, 5 1-2 Loans
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and 6 per cent.




Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in the very heart of the great 'Corn Belt" of the world. We have had




25 Years Experence

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortrage.




lowa and Missouri Farm




Loans.




We do business in localities where we have personal knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in amount from $200 up, are usually for a term of 5 years, interest semiannual, remitted without cost to lender in New York or Chicago exchange.




Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc.




Address,




Darrow Investment Co.




Corning, lowa.




We are pleased to reler, by permission, to Rev. Mr. Kidder, of Our Church Life.




Rochester




THE title to the property of this new institution is vested in Beloit Col

Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and work. It will make a WIS., specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to tear h.

To develop right character, thought-power and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to




C. A. FARNAM, Principal,




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, Sioux City, Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and principal cities in the




West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 
                Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt 





pus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College




Aims ...




To furnish an education of high grade amid Christian influences favorable to the development of vigorous thought and productive character. Its Classical Course eas a wide reputation. Its Philosophical and Science Courses are broad and thorough. It has an unusual record in Oratory and Athletics. It afords choice adyantages in Music.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearsons Hall of Science, containing Extensive Laboratories and the Logan Museum of Archaeology; the beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for men; Emerson Hall, one of the finest college buildings for women in the country; Memorial Hall with library of 25,000 volumes: the Observatrry equipped for original work; Ssoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall with valuable paintings and the unique Fisher Collection of casts from the Antique.

The Academy

Of the College, finally equipped, prepares for all loading institutions, and gives through general training.

Correspondence may be addresses to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.
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OUR




CHURCH LIFE

"I CAME THAT THEY MAY HAVE LIFE

AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY
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THE BETHLE EM BIBLE




-AND




A




MISSIONARY TRAI ING SCHOOL

Cleveland, O. This Institution, the only one of the kind in organic connection with the Congregatio al body, (through its Education Society) and cordially o dorsed by action of the Congregational Triennial Council, receives young women of piety and ability, of American and foreign parentage, who wish to prepare themselves for missionary work as Pastor's Assistants, City Missionaries, Bible-Readers and Christian Nurses, in City and other Home Mission fields amongst native and foreign population.

Tuition free. Expenses for board, etc., $150 a school year. Course, two or three years, length depending upon previous preparation. Full information can be obtained from H. A. Schauffler, 1532 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio.

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of the States of
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A NEW BOOK

John King's Question Class

The new book is notable, first, because giving another of Mr. Sheldon's striking and purposeful stories; and, second, because woven into the story are the author's own answers to the multitude of questions which have arisen in the discussion over his former books, such as, "Are These Plans Feasible?" "Have They Been Tried?" "What Ought to be Done in My Special Case?" etc. Every Sheldon reader will therefore wish to read this story.

Is not behind the others in interest, strung upon a very attractive little story are a great many pratical lessons in faith and work and morals. The whole is arranged in a way to stimulate piety and good works.--Herald and Presbyter.
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WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.




No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and anufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages,

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers canfind excellent locations for Plants, with fa cilities for reaching markets everywhere. Re liable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




WATER WORKS - PLANTS




WATER
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CONSTRUCTED




In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.

W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Renew

Your




Subscription




To

Our

Church




ADVANCE PUBLISHING CO.. Life.

215 MADISON STREET, CHICAGO.









VOL. V.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER, 1899.




Nos. 11-12.




Wisconsin and the World King- ought to receive careful attention in every parish.




dom.




The great International Council has gone into history. It was a notable occasion, as representing our denomination, its ideals and purposes and achievements in all the world, through its ablest men. Its utterances should make us all grow larger, broader, more devout, more intent on the world's redemption, more loyal to truth. Its deliverances certainly express great breadth, even divergence of view, yet its spirit was indisputably Christian and its attitude aggressive in the right direction. May a baptism of the Spirit follow this conference and make it potential in blessing.




Rev. Peter McQueen, of Boston, the able correspondent of the Congregationalist, just returned from a year's sojourn in the Philippines, is "an expansionist" and believes in the policy of the Administration, but insists, in startling terms, that this policy is not being carried out. He testifies to jealous misunderstandings between Generals Otis and Lawton; to the shameless acceptance of what is no less than bribes and blackmail voluntarily imposed upon the citizens by American military officials, and instances extortions practised upon the natives to their own enrichment; to the bringing in of $14,000 worth of beer ostensibly as "hospital supplies;" to the remission of duties for profit; to the looting of churches by soldiers and filching of their treasuries-despite the denials of Commissioner Schurman-case after case of which he designates; to the common practice, by advance guards and scouting parties, of assaultFilipino women. He says the Filipinos are "brave men, utterly without fear, fighting for a principle," and declares "the trouble is that a lot of American officersdo not want the war stopped." Under proper command and tolerable discipline he says the rebellion "could be suppressed in six weeks."

If this is true, there is criminal negligence on both sides of the Pacific which should rouse the indignation of the American people into flame and protest. If it is not true, the mouth of the Rev. Peter McQueen ought to be stopped.




The measures taken this year and last to secure the treasuring up of facts and the preservation of records embodying our Wisconsin Church History




Not every pastor is born with the historic instinct, and some do not stay long enough anywhere to acquire it, but pastoral eyes ought to be opened wide to see that manifold materials are "lying around loose" in our parishes which, if lost, are a loss irreparable, if kept, a value beyond measure to our historic archives,-local obituaries, memorial papers, reports of old settler's reunions, scraps of current history of church work, etc. These and printed programs of importance should be carefully kept on file with the church clerks.

The first generation of Wisconsin people-the pioneers—is rapidly passing away. The reminiscences of such persons should be carefully taken down, or they be induced to record their early recollections before they go hence.

Especially now, when church after church is celebrating its 50th anniversary, like Dartford and Oshkosh First this year, and Burlington, Rosendale, Shullsbury and Springvale, last year, the memorial papers read should be carefully treasured up in safety.

Our Church Life will do its utmost to give place to the pith of such memorials-which should always be sent to us in condensed form-but it is specially needful that full details should go at once, before it is forgotten, to our state historian, Rev. J. N. Davidson of Two Rivers, or to the district committee as printed elsewhere.




*




Brother Davison's noble work-that of the Restday association-asks of our churches this year only $300, as our full share in a most important effort. Only about $1.50 for each active church, or less than two cents per resident member. If every church would do a little there would be no lack.




The story told in Congregational Work, and more fully detailed in the Pilgrim Missionary, of the voyage of Rev. Loyal Wirt down the Yukon from Lake Bennett, and out to St. Michaels and beyond, to Anvil City, the new gold field, whose sea-sands are full of wealth, and of the providential opening there of a new arctic mission work with a tine building at the start,-reads like a romance. It thrills cnc. Be sure and get a good map of Alaska, enlarge it, and use this letter as a missionary concert exercise for old and young. If you want to borrow a wall map, apply to the editor of Our Church Life.









EDITORIAL.




Cooperation in Church Work.

Many ministers and churches are too little interested in the great works which God is carrying on by the cooperation of the churches. They occupy themselves with parish labors, with a tendency to contract instead of enlarge. But the teaching of Christ demands a larger view, and active interest in the works by which the Kingdom advances to the occupancy of outlying regions. The Jews would not have crucified Jesus if he had followed the beaten track, interested himself in only one synagogue or village, and felt no yearning for world-wide influence. They would have tolerated the apostles if they had turned a deaf ear to the Spirit leading them out toward the gentiles.

The outward look to the larger field is characteristic of Christianity; it has won thus far by this means; and they are in the way of success now who resist the natural tendency to center all things in the local church, and take the larger view, cultivate the larger faith and interest themselves in the larger areas of Christian activity.

Voltaire defined an educated man as one who is not satisfied to view the world from his parish belfry. We claim to have an educated ministry, and that our churches abound in educated men; but this must be proved by comprehensive views and labors reaching as wide as the world's needs. The hearts of men are stirred by suffering. When it comes to sending relief to cyclone or famine stricken sufferers, "do not even the publicans the same"? But Christians ought to do on principle, and continuously, what they do upon impulse.

Why is the work which is educated by cooperation of the churches permitted to languish? Why are the missionary societies unable to meet the demands made upon them to fill the fields providentially opening, and respond to the cry "come over and help us"? Where does the responsibility rest?

Doubtless, much depends on the ministers. They are leaders in the Lord's work. If the minister is satisfied to view the world from the parish belfry, if he believes his people cannot afford a part in the larger work, or is fearful that his own support or home interests will suffer, the general work of the kingdom will not be forwarded by him, and his influence will be to withdraw his church from participation, in such important service. The minister ought to magnify his office, and consider that he is overseer of a department in a great system wide-reaching as the world. What would be thought of a foreman in one department of a great factory who should produce beautifully finished wheels, but without regard to how they were to fit into the machine the factory is engaged in making? He is not qualified to be a foreman unless he understands the whole, and makes his own part fit and work accurately. So the minis
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ter ought to bring his church into the most perfect accord with the system to which it belongs. The church, too, has its special responsibilities, however small it may be. The great Corliss engine at the Centenial Exhibition once refused to work because one minute piece of machinery got out of place. So, often, through the failure of churches not interested, or not feeling any responsibility, the machirery of God's kingdom fails to do its proper work.

The excuse that so much needs to be done at home cannot stand in view of the world's method now-a-days. By modern inventions "the world has become quite a compact affair," and a man at the antipodes is not far from home. Factories in every city are seeking trade at the end of the earth, and shipping wares to every land. The farmer does not know whether his grain will be consumed in this or a foreign land. He watches the great movements of the world with view to their effect upon the value of his products. In this view the church is in error which argues that it has so responsibility for outside affairs. Shall we send our crops abroad and not our religion? Of such reasoners the Master would still say "The children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light."

We are becoming more accustomed to the consideration of great movemennts, and the relation of America to the future of the world. Senator Platt says, "If the United States is not already at the head of the family of nations, it is very near it. When international exchanges are in our favor, ours will be the center of world-influence. The United States in the commencement of the twentieth century will extend the influence of its institutional and take a directing hand in the new civilization of mankind." Is this to be political only, or religious also? What is the "new civilization" to be, if not founded upon and springing from the Christian religion? It belongs to the church to be in the fore front of the coming progress, and every live church should have a part in the works which are to bless our own land and the nations of the earth.

We have just declared for self-support in Wisconsin, which means increased responsibility and effort in the churches. Of course the church must care for the home parish, but in Home Missions the state is the parish of every church, and in other enterprises, the nation and the world. N. T. BLAKESLEE.




Annual Meeting at Madison.

The annual meeting of the W. B. M. I. will be held in Madison Wis. Oct 24th to 26th.

The societies of Wisconsin are favored in having this meeting in our own State; and it is an opportunity which ought to be improved by manv.

We hear of some auxiliaries who are planning to send large delegations, Will not every auxiliary send at least one delegate. The attendance of a delegate to catch the inspiration of the meeting and return and report it will be the means of greatly increasing intreest and efficiency in the work.

The ladies of Madison extend a cordial invitation to all who can attend. Send your name to Mrs. C. B. Welton 124 West Gilman S., Madison Wis. by Oct. 15th.

Buying Railroad tickets do not fail to get a certificate, from station agent, of fare paid, in order to get reduction on return trip.









The State Convention.

We have had a remarkable State Convention. For some of us it is not possible to speak of the annual gathering at West Superior without thinking of Madeline Island, and days of pleasure and profit spent there before the meeting of the State convention. Some of us Congregationalists owe much to the benevolent spirit and far sightedness of Rev. E. P. Salmon, of Beloit. He has hit upon the right idea and found the one spot in the world just suited to his idea. He would have a place where Christian workers can have an outing that will be at once economical and delightful. His experiment at Madeline Island is a perfect success. There we found in August and September fine weather, splendid accommodations and first-class board at a remarkable rate, beautiful scenery on land and lake, glorious sunsets, delightful fellowship with congenial friends, things of historic interest, a situation altogether romatic, boating, sailing, bathing in the lake, camp-fire gatherings, long walks in the silent forest or by lake shore, and withal an atmosphere that was exhilarating and health-giving. Then there was Sunday with its perfect quiet and helpful worship in the old mission church with its sacred memories of the Halls and the Wheelers. For those so inclined, there were the religious conferences in an atmosphere of candor and friendship. "The Divine Drama" and Fiske's "Through Nature to God" were under review for several days. For once there was an outing that did not end in exhaustion of body and dissipation of mental strength. Many of us cherish pleasant memories of fair Madeline, "Mysterious isle of an ancient sea,




So grand, so old in history."




Some of us mean to go again. About twentyfive prominent Congregational pastors and several leading laymen, besides many more gentlemen and ladies, were at the island in the days first preceeding the meeting of the State Convention. When the writer of this report reached there, seventy guests had appeared in the dining room a day or two before.

I have already described the State Convention as having been remarkable. It was a remarkably interesting place for the meeting, a new and wonderful city of 30,000 at the head of the great lakes, where we were in close touch with mighty shipping and commercial interests; a new church, spacious, convenient, comfortable, durable, in fact a splendid monument to the good sense of its builders; a hospitable people who made us all feel perfectly at home and entertained us in royal style. We do not forget the steamboat excursion on Superior bay and up the St. Louis river, affording a fine opportunity to inspect the twin cities, Duluth and Superior. Duluth will certainly abide, for it has a scriptural foundation, literally resting on the solid rock.

It was a remarkable convention for the number of pastors and delegates who were in attendance, about 70 pastors and 30 delegates, I was told by the Registrar. For many it was a coveted oppor




tunity to travel through the vast region of north Wisconsin and see the wonders by the Great Northern sea. We have a new vision of north Wisconsin, with its vigorous youth, its present needs and opportunities for Christian work, and the grand future that lies before it. There is a great empire to be builded for God in those regions. We of the south part of the state must do our share in the building of that empire. All who have ears to hear must note the Macedonian call that comes to us from the north. Let us respond, promptly, generously, continuously.

The convention was remarkable for the hopefulness and courage displayed with reference to missionary matters. sionary matters. After Secretary Carter and Dr. Leavitt, of the Home Missiorary society, had taken their part before the conyention, the former announcing a successful year of work closed without a debt and recommending on behalf of the Board, the assumption of self support for the whole state the coming year, and the latter making an eloquent plea for self-support on the basis of a forward movement to raise $18,000 for Hone Missions this year, there was a unanimous vote to assume self-support at once and go forward in an earnest effort to raise the needed $18,000. God bless the undertaking and reward our faith!

The convention was remarkable for its utterances on theological and sociological questions. Able men were at the front. We have not space to mention names, but it can be said that they spoke on the burning questions of the day with a candor and freedom that was both surprising and delightful, and that they presented their views with an ability that commanded the admiration of those who dissented from the positions taken. It was an expression on theological matters to compel thought and inspire investigation. In this re

spect the convention was a continuation of the Madeline Island conferences of the week before.

It may be said that there was not a dull session throughout the entire meeting of the convention, nor one uninteresting paper or address. More than once during the meetings the thought came to the writer, what a misfortune that all our Congregational ministers could not be pres




ent.




We came away from the convention feeling that we are living in a new day. New conceptions of old and revered truths give freshness to the preacher and inspire him with new hope and enthusiasm in his work. The possibility of saving men and redeeming society through Christ's Gospel seems more certain than ever. We see that to be a Christian is to be a practical follower of Jesus, as sound in deed and spirit as in theology. We are to love the Bible as much as ever and use it far more effectually. Theology is to be set forth in modern terms and made consistant with well known facts in the scientific world. Science and philosophy are become the helpers of the preacher and teacher of Christianity. It is a new day and some of us hail it with joy. CHARLES A. WIGHT. Platteville, Wis., Sept. 20, 1899.









James Robert Smith.




James Robert Smith, pastor of Pilgrim Congregational church, West Superior, in which the State Convention was held, was born in Fulton county, Illinois, February 15th, 1862. His father was a pioneer circuit rider of the United Brethren church. His mother was an earnest, heroic soul, and, in his sermons, Mr. Smith often makes reference to her, and to the influence she exerted upon his life. Mr. Smith is what is in daily parlance a self made man. His education was obtained by him through his own exertions. After leaving college he studied law, and was admitted to the bar of Illinois in 1886. He practiced that profession in Illinois and Kansas City for six years with abundant success. He then, after mature reflection, decided to enter the ministry, believing that in that work he could accomplish the greatest good. He thereupon, He thereupon, without delay, commenced work in the latter profession. After preaching his first sermon in the little church in Hennepin, Illinois, he was called to its pastorate. He remained there one year, and was called to Blue Island, Illinois. There he remained for two years, until called to West Superior, where he has been for four years.

At once upon becoming pastor of Pilgrim church, in West Superior, Mr. Smith gained a strong hold not only upon his chureh but upon the community, as well. His congregations soon outgrew the old house of worship, and, for nearly two years, church services were held in the opera house, the only adequate place obtainable. Later, and largely through Mr. Smith's zeal, energy and popularity, the present handsome and commodious Pilgrim church in which the convention was held, was built.

As a man and preacher Mr. Smith is held in high esteem in his community. He has made himself a part of it and its problems. As a man, he is genial, modest, honest, an earnest and fearless hater of evil, a loyal friend and advocate of good. People believe in him, admire his ability, respect his opinion, and willingly co-operate in his plans. His personality is strong. It is such as does one good to touch.

As a preacher Mr. Smith is magnetic and convincing. In the pulpit he is able, earnest, sincere and fearless. He appeals to reason as well as to conscience. He is eloquent, but his is the simple eloquence of the truth. Pyrotechnics in the pulpit he despises. The trickeries of costume, gesture and intonation he ignores. He is a close student and logical thinker. His sermons show both. They are forceful in delivery, simple in style. He uses largely the anglo-saxon. His sentences are short. They are composed as far as may be of monosyllables. They lodge in the minds and hearts of his hearers. They accomplish results for good.

In all relations he has endeared himself to his church and community. The value of his influence and work therein both as churchman and citizen has been great. W. M. G.




The California Missions.

In journeying abont California one comes, from time to time, to the old mission buildings, or the ruins of them; great structures of stone and adobe, containing chapel, choisters, storehouse, etc., for the accommodation of the mission fathers; and around which were once clustered the rude and simple habitations of their subjects.

Under the authority and patronage of the Spanish government the Franciscan friars established themselves upon broad tracts of fertile land, gathered the natives, trained them in agriculture and arts, taught them the doctrines and rites of the Roman Catholic church, and ruled them with a sway that if arbitrary, was still beneficent.

There were twenty-one such missions, mostly near the coast, established from 1769 to 1820. They prospered until Mexico became independent in 1822; later the large tracts connected with them were secularized, the Mexican government giving some subsidies, which of course ceased when California was ceded to the United States.

The mission work of the padres in California for some 80 years was very much the same as that which has been carried on in the Philippines by the Jesuits and others for 300 years; and its decline here, after the support of the Spanish government was withdrawn, is a hint of what is likely to occur there.

Mrs. Stanford, widow of the late Senator, has erected a beautiful monument on the site of the mission founded in 1769 by Father Junipero. "A philanthropist, seeking the welfare of the humblest; a hero daring and ready to sacrifice himself for the good of his fellowing-beings; a faithful servant of his Master."

We are not apt to appreciate the fact that Spain has been one of the great commercial, civilizing and Christianizing nations of the world. Spain led the way in the discovery and settlement of this hemisphere. She was mistress of the seas as England now claims to be; her ships, traders and missionaries penetrated the most distant regions; and wherever her power was felt, in North and South America, in the East and West Indies, it was exerted to establish and sustain the Roman Catholic church. Her vast colonial dominion has passed away, but the influence of her religious teachers remains upon the people that have escaped from her political rule. C. W. C.




Salmon's "Old Mission, Rest for Tired Workers for Others," has already proved itself a great success. Fifty to sixty were present during the season and were comfortably housed in the main building with the adjacent dormitories and cottages, and were wonderfully well fed, everybody said, in the "Old Mission" dining room built in 1833.

The old meeting house, built in 1839, now removed to the knoll near the other buildings of the resort, furnishes a commodious place for conferences and Sabbath worship, with the original bell, stove and Bible.
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Editorial Briefs.

Thou must be true thyself

  If thou the truth wouldst teach; 
Thy soul must overflow if thou 
  Another soul wouldst reach; 
It needs the overflow of heart 
 To give the life full speech. 
Think truly, and thy thoughts 
  Shall the world's famine feed; 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 
  Shall be a faithful seed; 


Live truly, and thy life shall be 
 A great and noble creed. 
              -Horatius Bonar. 





It was a Superior Convention.




We told you it would be.




*




It has been called "the most radical state convention ever held in Wisconsin." Radical means getting down to the roots of things.




It has been called "a new light convention." We need new light; more light. We are not likely to have too much if our eyes are open to see.




There were many surprises at the convention; among them the unexpectedly large attendance in that remote corner of the state. More than once




during the year the question was seriously discussed of seeking a change of place for the annual meeting, in view of the supposed impossibility of getting a fair representation at West Superior, and without reduced rates. Yet the meeting was large and representative, with about 175 (nearly an average number) entertained from outside. Hereafter let no faint heart doubt that Wisconsin's representatives will be on hand, wherever the annual meeting is held. Green Bay next September.




Another marked feature was the good-fellowship of brethren of widely different views. "Catch me missing another convention!" was the exclamation of one of the younger brethren, enthused by this, his first experience.




The marvels of West Superior's great size, (37 to 43 square miles in the one municipality) great business realities and prospects, and great hospitality, will not soon drop out of thought. Ore of the interstices between the city's widely separated sections is known as "Central Park"-a park in name and prospect rather than in reality. The initiated laughingly appreciated Chairman Graham's reference, in his happy address of welcome, to the young visiting brother and wife, who asked the street car conductor to let them off at the "gate" (?) of Central Park, that they might enjoy their lunch under its trees!! We were warned that we were not to look up all the parks in the expectation that they would rival that of New York City.




Ought not our New Richmond church to receive enough special gifts from our great brotherhood of churches to meet its immediate need? Have you done your share? How easily and soon such a terrible calamity even as the cyclone of June 12 drops out of sight and mind of most who are not personally afflicted! See Pastor Adams' letter, published in this issue. Note that he does not include the expense for hymn books to replace those injured by the storm, nor for replacing the cushions used for mattresses, some of which were carried away with the wounded.




Note that only three of our ten district conventions hold regular sessions this fall. Most hold special fellowship meetings instead.




Note that our September issue is combined with. this October number. The ordinary date of issue was too late to advertise the convention and too early to report it, hence the opportunity was improved to save a little expense by combining the two issues this month. Announcements for the new year may be expected in the next issue.




Fur coats for long missionary drives, communion sets, that have been displaced by new sets, and song books, are called for.









Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. Sheffield, connected with educational work in China, Miss
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The Twenty-fourth annual meeting, of the Wisconsin Branch of the Women's Board of Missions of the Interior,met at West Superior September twelfth. The meeting was prefaced by an excellent address, on the previous evening, by Miss Anne B. Sewell on the Christian Endeavor Work and its opportunities. The regular session was opened by devotional exercises, led by the President, Miss Lucy Walker, whose sweet spirit of devotion consecrated the afternoon. After reading of minutes the report of the treasurer was given, showing a deficit of about nine hundred dollars. It was recommended that special offerings be made, and special work done in order to raise this amount before the W. B. M. I. meeting at Madison in October. The story of the year was so well told by Miss Anna Sewell that encouragement was given to all the earnest workers, and a new courage was born for the coming year.

Mrs. A. J. Hutton was not present, but her report on the Children's Work was read and listened to with interest.

Mrs. Delano Smith of West Superior, then sang a beautiful solo after which Miss Haskell of Samokov, Bulgaria, talked to us of the work in schools and churches in that little kingdom. Miss Haskell also spoke in the regular convention and told us of the political importance of Bulgaria, and the great need of its becoming a Christian nation. After the report of the nominating committee, Mrs. Crawford, of Sparta, told us of Our Friends in the Field. Letters were read from each of the seven young ladies, from our state, who are so literally following Christ's example, and giving their lives for the salvation of the world.

Mrs. D. A. Richardson told of personal experiences in Turkey by the aid of two young girls dressed in Turkish costumes; she showed us the village peasant girl, and the city bred young lady. The memorial services for Mrs, R. Coburn were led by Rev. J. Collie, of Williams' Bay. He told of her consecrated life and the many years of usefulness and helpfulness spent by her in her Master's cause. A touching tribute was paid her a vase of lovely white sweet peas was sent in, accompanied by a note saying that Mrs. Coburn was an old and valued friend and teacher of the writer, who sent the flowers as a token of a grateful remembrance.

Miss Genevive Eaton reeited a beautiful memorial poem written by Rebecca Perley Reed. During the unfinished business it was decided that a special meeting be called for October at Madison, at the time of the W. B. M. I. meeting. The exercises then closed with the feeling on the part of the local society that much more was being done than we, on the shores of this great unsalted sea had any comprehension of, and a desire on our part to learn more.




West Superior, September 29.




MRS. C. M. GOULD.




W. B. M. I. at Madison.

The thirty-first annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior will be held in the Congregational church, Madison, Wisconsin, October 24th, 25th, 26th.

On Tuesday afternoon there will be a business meeting of Board and Branch officers, for the purpose of considering the financial aspects of the work and discussing plans for the coming year.

Organization will be effected on Tuesday evening, after which a "Young Peoples' Rally" will be held, at which addresses will be made by several of the missionaries now in this country.

It is interesting to know that so large a number of those who have been engaged in foreign fields will be present at this meeting and speak at its various sessions.

Among those who are expected are:-Mrs. Mary McCornack Thompson of East Central Africa Mission, Mrs. D. Z.




Anstice Abbott, born in India and now seeking to elevate the women of that country, Miss Caroline E. Chittenden, for seven years at Foo Chow, Miss Martha J. Barrows, twentythree years in Japan, Miss Mary M. Haskell teacher in a girls' school in Bulgaria and Miss Charlotte R. Willard who is in the girls' school at Marsovan, Turkey.

The day sessions of Wednesday and Thursday will be given to interesting reports, addresses and discussions.

On Wednesday evening, an address will be given by Rev. James L. Barton, D. D., of Oak Park.

Entertainment for delegates will be provided and it is requested that names be sent before Oct. 15th, to Mrs. C. B. Welton, 124 West Gilman St. Madison, Wisconsin.
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Oshkosh Plymouth, $5; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's missionary tea, $18; Evansville, $10.60; Milton, $21; Hillsboro, 3; Eagle River, $10; Beloit 1st, Y. L. M. S., $16.48; Milwaukee North Side, $2.70; Wauwatosa, $11.17; Sparta, $51,08; Antigo, $8; Edgerton $10; Appleton, $5.50; Janesville, $12.07; Hayward, $5.18; Beloit 2d, $5; Leeds, $10.85; Clinton, $1; Token, $23; Elroy, $14.25; Fox Lake, $5; Platteville, $17.25; Windsor, $17.50, Sparta C. E. S., $19.87; Sparta Sunday-school birthday offering. $9.54; West Superior, $11.21; Racine $12; Sun Prairie, $3.73; West Salem, $4.30; Madison, $32; Fort Atkinson, $10.................... 387.18 AMERICAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.

Ripon Sunday-school, $5; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's missionary tea. .50; Wauwatosa, $5; Fort Atkinson, $4; Hayward, $8.17; Sun Prairie, $12.04; Platteville, 2.75; Janesville, $6.......

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH BUILDING SOCIETY.

Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's missionary tea, $1.50; Brodhead Sunday-school, .66; Sun Prairie, $3.73; Fort Atkinson, $1........




CONGREGATIONAL EDUCATION SOCIETY.




Clinton, $3.10; Sun Prairie, $3.73; Fort Atkinson, $3: Janesville, $14.28......




SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND PUBLISHING SOCIETY.




Madison Primary Sunday-school, $10; Evansville, Wee Folks' Band, $1.70; Sun Prairie, $3.73............

WISCONSIN WOMAN'S HOME MISSIONARY UNION. Sparta, $24; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's missionary tea, .97; Milton $1; Wauwatosa, legacy from estate of Harriet F. G. Warren, $100; Platteville, $1; Windsor, .50; Sparta, .46; Antigo, $1.40...

Total Receipts......... 
Cash on hand Aug. 1........... 





Sturgeon Bay......




43.46




6.89




24.11




15.43




105.57




$582.64 16.11




$598.75




MISSIONARY BOX.




17.00




DISBURSEMENTS.
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Council.




The Boston International Council. A report cannot be given in a column or two of an International-one might almost say an Ecumenical-council, extending through eight through eight days and to which the press has given many columns daily. It would be possible, however, even in small space, to say a few things about such a council that might inspire the wish to read the published volume of its proceedings:

It was a wonderful body of men gathered to. gether for deliberation. From the United States were 194 accredited delegates, from Great Britain 119, from Canada 26, from Australia 15, Japan 2, Hawaii 7, Africa 4, Asia 5, Mexico 1. - Few of these were absent. The roll included the names of 19 presidents of colleges and universities, governors and supreme judges of states, great merchants, scores of men whose names are known among all English-speaking people, men of world-wide reputation. Also many men of as wide intelligence whose names are not so well known. Besides these, not delegates, there were in attendance perhaps a still larger number, made up largely of the young men of the churches.

The questions considered were among the livest and most important which could come before any convention. It began with the consideration of theology, its present-day methods, its basis and characteristics; went on to the application of Christianity to the subjects of international relations, of war and peace and of social problems; took up modern education in its tendencies and relations; passed to the spiritual life of the church as found in the pastoral relation, in the heart of the Christian, in the work the women's and young people's societies are doing; dealt with the obligations, opportunities and methods of the Congregational churches; and ended with the power of the gospel as found in the living Christ working in the heart of the believer and in the missionary activities of the church, the theology of Christianity, its duties international, civic and educational, its activities, its opportunities, its inner life, its conquests-this, in a sentence, was the line along which the thought of the council moved.

Sessions were held morning, afternoon and evening, aggregating about eight hours daily, and many of the delegates were occupied besides in committee rooms. Yet the attendance never lagged and the interest increased to the close. This was true not only of the delegates and visiting clergy men, but of the people of Boston. The splendid Tremont Temple, which seats two and a half or three thousand, was more than comfortably full in the morning, crowded in the afternoon, and large overflow meetings were held at night. As I left the afternoon sessions I saw a line already formed to gain admission for the evening. And with this great interest, although denominational, the gathering was in no sense sectarian, but Catholic in its attitude toward all other bodies of Christians, heartily applauding their representatives, and its own speakers having




none but kind and appreciative words to say of them. "Liberal" would probably be the term applied to the theology of the council so far as it appeared, if by the term it were meant that the results of recent thought and scholarship were taken for granted. The intense evangelical and spiritual fervor shown by delegates and audience were most gratifying and full of promise for the future of the churches and ministry represented. If the American and English delegates were to be compared, some would say that the latter were more evangelistic than the former, while others gained the impression that the American preaching is more ethical and makes a higher claim on

the individual life. I heard a Canadian minister give the latter opinion. But if the speeches of the council are a criterion, it is certain that the preaching across the water is more fervid and winning than that in our churches on this side.

The large attendance of delegates, ministers and people, the distance from which many came, and the deep interest seen throughout are remarkable when it is considered that the council did not meet for the purpose and had no power of legislation, and that the program gave very little time to denominational questions. The interest was in religion and in the kingdom of God among men, and it was justly remarked that no other subject has the power to interest men so deeply. Vote was not taken nor resolution passed on any question affecting the action of the churches. The best thought was presented, the deepest conviction expressed, the fondest hope and longing were voiced. And when the council adjourned the bonds that make the Congregational churches a denomination were stronger than ever before. To a very remarkable extent the churches represented were one in thought, method and purpose, at the same time that they are free churches. Possibly the pa per on "Independence and Fellowship," presented by Dr. Albert Lyman of Brooklyn, will have the most influence of any that came before the council for the unity of the denomination. Yet its appeal was made entirely to the sense of Christian dutyand allegience to the common Master.

The one bit of legislation passed by the council concerned its own future. Although this was the second session, its first having been held in London in 1891, there had been hitherto no permauent organization. It was decided to hold sessions at intervals from five to ten years, as may seem wise, and a committee of fifteen representatives of all Congregational countries, was appointed to make the necessary arrangements for the next meeting and to report a constitution. Time and place were not fixed.




WILLIAM H. SHORT,




Jobson: "Is this your boy, Uncle?" Uncle Rastus: "No, sah; dat's on'y mah stepchile." Jobson: "How do you make that out? Neither you nor your wife were married before Uncle 'Rastus: "No, sah; but you see, sah, dis hyar boy was done left' bah somebody on our steps, sah."









Convention Resolutions.




Read Them to Your Congregation and Keep them for Reference.




ON OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Resolved that all our standing committees be authorized and urged to utilize the opportunities afforded by Our Church Life to exploit-through their chairmen-the work, investigations and needs of their respective departments, in at least quarterly reports thus contributed, and arranged as to time and space through consultation with the editors of our state paper.




ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.




Resolved that a Sunday-school committee be appointed to represent this state, and serve, as they may be able, in increasing the thoroughness, scholarship and spiritual efficiency of our Sunday-schools.




ON CHURCH HISTORY.




Resolved that this convention heartily endorses the project of publishing a history of the churches and their work; that we recommend to our ministers, church clerks and all interested, the collection, preservation, and, when necessary, the making of historical material, that a committee be appointed consisting of one member from each local convention, to aid in the work thus outlined.




ON REST DAY ASSOCIATION.




Whereas, we have frequently endorsed the work of the Wisconsin Rest-day Association, and unanimously that each of our churches make an annual offering to its treasury:

Resolved that we are glad to learn that this has been a year of increased prosperity, nearly every denomination having increased its gifts, and we recommend that our churches cordially aid in the work of the Sunday Rest-day Association to the amount of $300 for the coming year, believing it our share, in common with other churches in the furtherance of the work.
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A Bright Golden Wedding.

On Saturday evening, September 30, Deacon and Deaconess Edward Ensign, of the Ripon church, well known, widely beloved and zealous of good works, were casually invited to tea with Mr. and Mrs. Geo. C. Duffie, of Ripon where they inci dentally divulged the fact, supposed to be secret, that it was the 50th anniversary of their marriage in Connecticut. Great was their astonishment when, an hour after tea, the parish assembled in large numbers, and laden with smiles, congratulations and good cheer for the fifty-year proprietors of an ideal home, who still wear the glow and move with the elastic step of youth, and whose unwearied services to the Church of God, to the neighborhood where they have dwelt, and to the common needs of life have enshrined them in many hearts. A beau

tiful letter was read from Rev. H. W. Carter, D.D., their old pastor both in Brandon and Ripon, who attributes the "better half" of his life, in part, to their kind offices, and who was for a time a member of their family. Wherever they have lived, Deacon and Mrs. Ensign have made themselves so necessary in the church life and progress and lived so true a life that the ovation seemed rarely pertinent.

A feature of the evening was the presentation, voiced by Pastor Kidder, of a beautifully ornamented plate, containing nearly $60 in gold coins, after which the company were pleasantly feasted, and dispersed with a common gladness in their hearts. K.




Announcements and Questions.

THE WISCONSIN FEDERATION OF REFORMS holds its annual convention at Oshkosh Nov. 13th and 14th. THE SUNDAY REST DAY CONVENTION

will follow on the 15th. Thus these are practically one convention for the free discussion of the most vital practical questions, led by our ablest speakers, to prepare for united work to overcome imminent dangers. It should be very largely attended, especially by the people of Fox River valley. All pastors will receive programs.




PLEASE ANSWER PROMPTLY.




Will not every pastor where saloons or stores are wholly or nearly closed on the Sabbath promptly answer the following questions by postal, directed to the undersigned?

Are saloons closed on the Sabbath? or nearly so?

Are stores closed on the Sabbath? or nearly so? Has this elosing been secured this year? If so, how? What other improvements or Sabbath observance within a year?




SUNDAY EXCURSIONS.




Will every pastor in a town entered the past year by Sunday excursions answer the following questions without delay?

How many Sunday excursions have visited your city the past season? What mischief have they done?

How large a proportion of the citizens seem to really desire them?

Would you be willing to join an effort to stop them? 
                                           J. B. DAVISON, 





160 Harmon St., Milwaukee.











Exchange Table.

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED.




THE ELISHA D. SMITH Free Public LiBRARY. A memorial pamphlet, published by the Board of Directors, with fine halttone cuts of this beautiful building and its donor, the late Hon. E. D. Smith, a biographical sketch of Mr. Smith, a plan of the Library and the full report of the dedication exercises.




THE CATECHUMENATE; Its Achievements and its Possibilities; by the Rev. Thos. Chalmers. Reprinted from the Bibliothecra Sacra, 1899: an earnest and reasonable plea for a systematic course of training in religious doctrine in our parishes. The argument is enforced by the practical experience of the author, in Port Huron, Mich.

The October BIBLICAL WORLD is a full and interesting rumber. Besides its able editorial on The Use of Symbols in Religious Teaching, it has two valuable articles on later Old Testament History, "The Times of Ezra and Nehemiah," by Prot. T. K. Cheyne, D.D., and "The Persian Dominion from Darius to Artaxerxes," by Prof. G. S. Goodspeed. Pres. W. R. Harper writes on The Priestly Element in the Old Testament as seen in the laws. Hon. Selah Merrill, LL.D., describes An Archaeological Visit to Jerusalem.-University Press, Chicago.

The ROUND TABLE, Beloit College, and COLLEGE DAYS, Ripon College, are welcomed once more to our table. Our Church Life desires to keep in close touch with these college communities, and so far as possible report their spirit and life to our readers. We hope to reproduce more of it in our columns during the new year.

CURRENT HISTORY. A Quarterly Summary of the world's news and progress. Edited by Alfred S. Johnson, Ph. D. Second Quarter, 1899. 256 pp. Illustrated with 39 portraits and 19 maps, diagrams and views. $1.50 a year. Single numbers 40 cents. Sample numbers 25 cents. Specimen pages free. Boston, Mass.: Current History Co.

This number is brimming over with interest, and more than sustains the reputation of the magazine for skill in handling a multiplicity of complex details with ease and in such a way as to make them easily intelligible to the ordinary reader. We have seen nowhere a clearer presentation of the subject of Wireless Telegraphy than in the article with which the number opens. The Marconi system, in all its details, is fully explained, and its practical utilities and possibilities, and general relation to other achievements of modern science indicated. Other systems of wireless communication are described, and the application of the idea to telephony explained, numerous diagrams of apparatus being given. The contents also include a succinct review of all matters attracting general attention in all parts of the world, prominent among them being the problems arising out of the Spanish war, the work of the Peace Conference at the Hague, Alaskan and Venezuelan boundary questions, Samoan difficulty, Transvaal Crisis, Dreyfus Case, Liquid Air, Color Photography, Trust Problem, Biographies of Notable Persons, etc. A specially interesting article is that reviewing the situation in the Far East, and indicating the relations and interests of the European powers and the U. S. in the solution of the great Chinese question.

October LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. Three notable series of articles are begun in the October Ladies' Home Journal: "Her Boston Experiences," analyzing Boston society; "The Theatre and Its People," covering the whole theme from both sides of the footlights, and "The Autobiography of a Girl," her lite from sixteen to twenty-six. Through Rudyard Kipling's glasses, The American Girl" is a charming creature; not perfect, of course, but his analysis is interesting. Two pages are wortoily filled with pictures and anecdotes of Admiral Dewey, which gives a close view of the personal side of the naval hero of the nineteenth century. The incidents of "The Last Years of Washington's Lite" are recorded by William Perrine, covering a most interesting period of the great statesman's career. Edward Bok writes of "Th Fee of the Doctor," and points out The South's Literary Chance," and Barton Cheyney details the method of procedure to secure "Positions Under Uncle Sam." In "The Candy-Pull System in the Church" Ian Maclaren protests against turning the church into a place of secondclass entertainment. Curtis Publishing company, Philadelphia. One dollar per year; ten cents per copy.

The September JOURNAL OF EDUCATION reports a series of "Parents' Meetings" held in Green Bay during the past season, to discuss various problems touching the work and lite of the public schools. Great interest was awakened and the attendance steadily increased. Among the themes were "Truancy; Causes; Remedies;" "Influences Outside that Undo the Work of the School;" "Influences of the School that Undo the Work of the Home," etc., etc. The idea is worth copying.




During the coming winter the Hon. Thomas B. Reed, exSpeaker of the House of Representatives, will be a frequent contributor to THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, of Philadelphia.




Mr. Reed's papers will, in the main, deal with national affairs, and will form a most important and interesting contribution to the history of American politics. Mr. Reed's first article, unlike those to follow, crosses the Atlantic for its subject and tells how the procedure of French law courts, and especially those involved in the Dreyfus case, impresses an American lawyer. This paper, entitled Paris and French Justice, will appear in The Saturday Evening Post of October 7.

Our Michigan Congregational brethren indulge in a PLYMOUTH WEEKLY, published every Saturday in Detroit, at fifty cents a year. The name of Rev. J. A. Blaisdell, of Olcut, appears in its advisory committee. It has sixteen pages about the size of OUR CHURCH LIFE, with more generous space for advertisements, and ably represents the work of the Michigan churches. May we exchange?




The LIVING AGE for September 30 will have for its leading article the last contribution which the lamented M. Victor Cherbuliez made to the Revue des Deux Mondes over his familiar signature "G. Valbert." The subject is "The Colonial Principles of an American Naturalist." In the following number of The Living Age will be printed M. Ferdinand Brunetiere's funeral oration over M. Cherbuliez.

Miss Frances H. Low's "A Woman's Criticism of the Women's Congress" in THE LIVING AGE for September 23, will be read with lively interest by conservative and advanced"




women.




Lady Broome's "Colonial Memories," now appearing serially in the CORNHILL and THE LIVING AGE are bright, goodhumored and entertaining in an unusual degree.

We regret to learn that our cotemporary, THE NEBRASKA CONGREGATIONAL NEWS has suffered a burn-out in its printing office. The August number had to be re-set from fortunately preserved copy.

Our valued exchange, CUT GEMS, has been absorbed by CURRENT ANECDOTES, edited by Louis Albert Banks, New York, Cleveland and Chicago. Odd numbers and bound volumes of Cut Gems furnished still by Rev. T. W. Plack, Troy, N. Y., at reduced rates.




THE CHURCH ECONOMIST, 111 Fifth avenue, New York, is an exceedingly helpful companion in a pastor's work. It contains exactly the practical hints one wants along all lines of parish and church work. Much time and labor can be saved and many happy hints discovered by keeping it on file. It is a hand-book of church methods and problems, invaluable. The September number, for instance, contains an admirable article of "Hints on Outdoor Services." It is amply worth the one dollar per year of subscription price.




OTHER EXCHANGES: The International Evangel, St. Louis; The Diocese of Fond du Lac, Manitowoc; The Northwestern Congregationalist, Minneapolis; Advance Press, Ripon; Weekly Commonwealth, Ripon; Boone Standard, Boone, Iowa: Clay Worker, Indianapolis; The Commons, Chicago, etc.




Extracts from Annual Report District Missionary F. N. Dexter.

(see full rePORT IN MINUTES.)

A society was organized at Trippville, an outstation of Hills boro; a new church was organized at Easton, five miles from White Creek, and yoked with it and New Chester, and Buncombe, three miles from Hazel Green, was organized as a. preaching station and S. S., and thus added strength to Hazel Green. Along these lines we have helped more or less in other places.

In doing the work for the year ending October 1, 1899, I have traveled over 9,900 miles, made 634 calls, 240 addresses. I have officiated at 6 funerals, I have baptized 22 persons and have received 36 to church membership.

The day of haphazard methods of work has passed and successful men use wise methods. We believe that we are pursuing the scientific method of missionary advancement. First, the planting, caretully, wisely done, with a view to lasting results. No field entered without reasonable grounds of permanently advancing the kingdom. Then, the field being planted, thoroughly watched over, and cultivated so as to produce the very best results.

Hold firmly and wisely ground once gained and move out from thence to new victories. Each place held must be a post from which advancement to new fields may be made.

But let us not forget that "Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God giveth the increase."

Brethren, we have men and methods. Have we the wind from on high? When our men and our methods are filled with the breath of God, then the redemption of Wisconsin draweth nigh.









Wisconsin and Its Foreign Citizens.




BY SUPT. H. A. SCHAUFFler, d. d.




Wisconsin is nearly three-quarters foreign in complexion. Wisconsin, Minnesota and No. Dakota lead the other States of the Union in the amount of their population of foreign birth and parentage. In Wisconsin the census of 1890 shows that 73.85 per cent of the whole population is of foreign birth or foreign parcentage; i. e. either immigrants or their children of the first generation, while only a little over one-quarter are of native parentage. Minnesota had 75.67 per cent of foreign parentage (immigrants and their children) and No. Dakota 79,19 per cent. Though many other States, east and west, have a large showing of population of foreign parentage (Mass. 56 27 per cent; New York, 56.74; Ill. 49 29; Mich. 55.17; Iowa, 43.78; So. Dak. 60.85; Utah, 66.12) yet no other State begins to equal Wisconsin, Minnesota, and North Dakota in this respect. In Wisconsin the immigrant population in 1890 was 30.77 per cent of the whole. Of this the largest quota is the German with 16.11 per cent: then follow Scandinavians with 5.91 per cent, English, Scotch, and Welsh with 1.98; the Irish with 1.97, the British Americans with 1.96, the Slavs with 1.92. It appears that immigrants' children born in this country form 43.08 per cent of the population of Wisconsin. In Wisconsin 42.23 per cent of all the aliens can not spak English.

These are very significant figures. They teach a number of very important lessons. One of the most obvious is that in another generation the character of the average citizen of Wisconsin will be very different from that of the New Englander of a generation ago. What that character shall be, whether it shall emulate that of the true New Englander in intelligent and sturdy adherence to principle and in love of truth and genuine liberty, depends chiefly on the degree in which the church of Christ is faithful to its great mission. This suggests another important lesson, viz: the urgent necessity of winning the great foreign element for the true idea of Christian citizenship. Some of our foreign-born brethren have it already. But the majority are far from being in sympathy with the ideas that underlie our free Christian Institutions. A Sunday stroll through the streets of Milwaukee, or Chicago or Cleveland, will quickly dispel the illusion which some optimistic American Christians fondly cherish, that breathing the air of treedom, and sending their children to our Public Schools will do for our foreign population all that is needed. It will do nothin' of the kind. Without the restraning and elevating influences of the gospel, liberty is certain to become license, as the violent and murderous scenes during the recent street car strive in Cleveland painfully show. Without the true wisdom which comes from above, mere human learning fosters pride. and intellectual power not controlled by Christian principal becomes a power for evil. A street car conductor with whom I was conversing last Sunday evening near my gate on my return from our Bethlehem Bohemian Mission church, was led by the rude conduct of some young men and young women who passed us, to speak of the terrible evil into which these young people, almost all American-born Bohemians Germans, Poles and other foreign stock, are led, and told me that, as motorman on our night cais he had occasion to see the depravity of many of these young folks, who come home tipsy and behave themselves shamefully. Not withstanding all the efforts that churches of various nationalities can put forth the great majority of the young boys and girls in this part of our city run the streets, and patronize the saloons, theaters and dance halls. The same is too true of the same class in all our cities and the evil extends into many country districts.

Referring again to the Wisconsin statistics above given, let us ask, Ought not Wisconsin Christians to do at least three times more Christian work for the foreign element of their state than for the native Anglo-American?

The population of foreign birth or parentage is just about three times as large as that of native American descent; and comparing the spiritual condition and needs of the foreign element with that of the native American, does not the former, irrespective of the question of numbers, call much more loudly for the Gospel and those accompanying and resulting influences which will make the best kind of citizens, than do the people who have been brought up within the sound of New England meeting house east or west? Let us take these lessons 10 heart, and remember the wise words of Dr. William M. Taylor who said: "They are the noblest patriots who are seeking earnestly and wisely the evangelization of all classes of the community, because a Republic requires the highest type of manhood in its citizens, and the more the people are Christianized, the happier and the more exalted the nation will be."




C. E. Conference at Walworth,

The Christian Endeavor conference held in the Seventh Day Baptist church at Walworth, Wis., Aug. 30, was a success, in




asmuch as the results sought by those having the meeting in charge were plainly in evidence.

Mr. S. M. Gregory, of Delevan, Wis., opened the meeting. Rev. M. N. Clark, pastor of the Congregational church at Walworth, spoke hearty words of welcome.

The unexpected presence of Rev. F. N. Dexter, of New Londdon, Wis., added greatly to the pleasure and profit of the meeting.

He made some forceful remarks in regard to the duties of old and young toward the Endeavor and church ork. In substance he said: Let us be honest with ourselves, and confess that we have left undone what we should have done. We have expended our vitality in words and not acts. If we are led by the Spirit we shall have many willing hands to run on errands of mercy and to help in the work of evangelization. There should be a general movement along the line of asking, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?"

Mr. Gregory spoke about the district work, explaining the object of the union and the nature of its work, which is to establish new societies and strengthen those already in existence. He referred to the benefits of conventions and conferences; that whereas we receive inspiration from local societies, we need the copious rain and showers of blessings to be obtained at conventions. The chief benefit of a conference is, that we can bring our plans, talk over details, receive practical suggestions, and come in closer fellowship than in the more formal convention. The speaker made an earnest appeal for more individual enthusiasm and effort.

Mr. Gregory had charge of a question box and an animated and profitable discussion followed the reading of each question.

"For what is the Christian Endeavor movement struggling?" For Christ and the church; it is the recruiting station for the church, and the measure of its success is the number brought into the church.

In speaking of the general complaint all over the state of the lack of attendance on the church services by the young people, Mr. Dexter said that if pastors and older people were sympathetic. young people would be responsive. That more and more the solution of giving young people something to do must be studied. Let a few of us get tremendously in earnest and our enthusiasm will be contagious.

Mr. Clark said, the young people were quite as loyal to their meeting as the older church members are to their own prayer meeting. That if the matter is kindly laid before the young people, they will be as loyal as the older ones are willing to be. Rev. B. F. Martin, of Fulton, Wis., spoke with intense fervor of the transforming influence of the "Quiet-hour" movement. It is the greatest theme that underlies all our work. It will bring us nearer the fundamental idea of the Christian Endeavor, which we seem to have gotten away from; it will bring us out of this lethargy; it is the instrument by which Christian power is acquired; it brings about a vitalizing relationship with God which will revolutionize our religion.

At the close of the meeting every one felt as if there had been a season of spiritual refreshinent; and that there had been given a basis of practical suggestion, by which work could be unde. taken with renewed energy. The C. E. societies of Delavan, Genoa Junction. Sharon, Fontana and Walworth were invited to uniter in this conterence.

The hospitality of the Walworth people was unbounded. Means by which the physical man could be retreshed were bountifully supplied. EMMA C. LANDON.




Personal, and Ministerial Movements.




The Beloit Round Table for Sept. 29, gives a full account of its quota of soldiers in the late war, with biographical sketches and obituaries.




Rev Geo. H. Kemp, of Rhinelander, supplied the Fond du Lac pulpit recently.




Father Haughton still dispenses books in the Viroqua public library. He writes: "I am kept very busy among the books and their readers, but, enjoy the work." He alludes to increasing infirmity. Our readers will not observe that his poetic pen grows infirm.




Fraser, Mr. Arthur E., Council tor ordination at Lake Mills, was called for Oct. 13.




Holbrook, Rev D. L. is in the lecture field with the exhibition of the Tissot pictures on the Life of Christ.




Winslow, Rev. L. W., of Hayward is back from a hurried trip to California.




Married, a. Rockford, Ill., Oct. 3d, Rev. B. E. Ray, of Nkoosa.
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Personals




Supt. and Mrs. Geo. C. Haun have the deep sympathy of their friends throughout the state in the sudden change from joy to sorrow in the passing away, Aug. 16, of their infant daughter, born Aug. 12.

Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Whitcomb, of Spring Valley, are also among the sorrowing, having lost their baby Sept. 5. To each of these bereaved households Our Church Life offers its best sympathy.

Several births in pastors' families are to be chronicled since our last issue. A daughter, "Helen," to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Staff, at Fort Atkinson. A son, July 27, born to Rev. and Mrs. F. W. Heberlein, West Superior. A son, to Rev. and Mrs. H. S. Evert, now of Retreat, formerly of Chilton. Church Life wishes them long life and service to the Kingdom. The world owes much to ministers' children.




Our




Rev. Jas. Robert Smith, the beloved pastor at West Superior, was furnished transportation and a generous sum of money by his devoted people to attend the International Council, in addition to the customary vacation.

Rev. J. A. Rowell, of Mondovi, was for a time in a critical condition from blood poisoning, resulting from a wooden splinter at the base of the thumb. The trouble was overcome at last accounts.

Rev. Chas. A. Merrill, la ely called to Plymouth church, Whittier, Cal., will be remembered as a graduate of Beloit in 1870 and an Evangelist who wrought for some time in our state.

Rev. D. R. Anderson, of Eau Claire, is now open to calls for pastoral or Evangelistic work.

Rev. Messrs. W. J. Stewart, of Depere and Geo. E. Farme of Ithaca, will pursue courses this year in Ripon college, ber available, meanwhile, for the temporary supply of accessi churches.

A volume by Col. Nicholas Smith, late of Fond du Lac "Stories of Great National Songs" has lately been issued fron the press of The Young Churchman Co., Milwaukee, and syn chronously in London. Much valuable and interesting historical matter is introduced and Col. Smith shows himself master of his theme. So says the Fond du Lac Commonwealth.

An announcement is received from Rev. James D. Eaton, D, D., of Chihuahua, Mexico, of the status and services of the mission work there. Mr. Eaton was a Beloit graduate in '69. and is a brother of President Eaton of the college. The church, organized April 4, 1886, has now a membership of 146. A Sunday school average of 102, with contributions from its Spanish congregation of $661.90 last year. It holds services in both English and Spanish, at five hours each Lord's Day, and has a Spanish Endeavor society. Visitors are always welcome.

The Ripon Alumni are bereaved in the death of one of the ablest graduates, Rev. C. D. Campbell, which occurred Sept. 17, at Guadalaxara, Mexico, where he was engaged as a missionary of the Presbyterian board. His visit to Ripon last year contributed much missionary enthusiasm and his picture hangs upon the wall of the Y. M. C. A room.

Secretary and Mrs. H. W. Carter attended the Madeline Island Home Missionary meeting and the Superior convention together, and thence took an apostolic outing for three weeks among the fields of the Northern Home Missionary diocese. Let no one infer from this that Secretary Carter would consent to be considered any more of a bishop than any of the rest of us, but his work is distinctly "Episcopal," and we are thankful if he can turn any part of his work into play.

Rev. George H. Williams, singing evangelist, 358 E. 39th. St., Chicago, with his wife if desired, may be called to engagements in evangelistic service, aiding pastors in Bible Readings, Children's meetings and the training of Christian workers. He gives numerous references.

Prof. Frank C. Porter Ph. D., D. D,, of Yale Divinity School, whose picture appears in the Congregationalist of Sept. 21, and whose address before the great Convention, on "The Message of the Old Testament for Today" is a son of Prof. Win. Porter of Beloit, and a graduate of the class of 1880. President Eaton paid a notable tribute to the memory of Dr. Thos. Arnold, of Rugby, on Education day at Boston.

Hon. O. T. Williams of the Grand Avenue Church, Milwaukee, has been most pertinently appointed to fill the unexpired term of Judge of the Superior Court, left vacant by the sudden death-elsewhere chronicled-of the Hon Geo. E. Sutherland. Mr. Williams was formerly a resident of Fond du Lac, and for a time superintended the Fond du Lac Congregational Sunday School, as did Judge Sutherland, before him. He is a graduate of Lawrence University and has been practicing law in Milwaukee for twelve years.
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       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. Wight. 
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                  District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, Rev. T. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
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Financial Statement for August.




CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena 2nd, $1.90; Arena 3rd, $8.50; Ashland, $2; 
Beloit, $45; Benoit, $0.21; Bristol and Paris, $15.61; 
Burlington, $10; Colby, $0.47; Darlington. $33.30; 
Dartford,$29.50; Dodgeville, $10; Drummond.$4.12; Elk 
Mound, $1.62; Endeavor L. M. S., $2.50; Ft. Atkin- 
son, $5.25; Green Bay, $7.41; Hartford, $60.09; 
Hewittville, $0.51; Irvington, $1; Kenosha, $219.82; 
Koshkonong, $47; La Crosse, $69; Lake Geneva, $20; 
Liberty (Trevor). $2; Mason, $1.90; Menasha, $100; 
Menomonie, $107.35; Milwaukee Swedish, $2, Park 
Falls, $0.50; Pleasant Valley L. S., $11.15; Plymouth, 
$10; Rio, $5.48; River Falls, $57.25; Shortville, $0.71; 
Wheaton, $5.95; Wyalusing Ladies, $2; 





Total....




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Pres. C. K. Adams, Madison. $25; F. J. Lamb, Esq., 
Madison, $25; Geo. H. Ray, La Crosse, $25; Mrs. Mary 
C. Grover, Menomonie, $5; Mrs. Thos. Evans, Racine, 
$4; Miss Marv D. Reid, Fontana, $5; F. A. Sedgwick, 
Clintonville, $2; Rev. S. L. Unger, Brodhead, $1.50; 
Mrs. Mark Miller, Token, $1; Mrs. Flora A. Prindle, 
Token, $1; Mrs. Lena Clement, Token, $1, Mrs. E. 
Butterfield, Token, $1; Mrs. H. Bowers, Token, $1; H. 
Bowers, Token, $1; Miss Mary P. Hickox, Wyoming, 
$1; Mr. Thos. Evans, Racine, $0.50; 
    Total. 





Menomonie........




.$662.11




.$ 100 00
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........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUNDAY SCHOOL.




.$ 18.00




CONTRIBUTION OF Y. P. S. C. E.
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From legacies, interest, etc....




Total for May.




Total for March..




Total for June..




Total for April.




Total for February. 
Total for january 
Total for December 
Total for November. 
Total for October.... 





Grand total....

Interest on invested funds...




540.20




From churches, etc.......




1031.66
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969.45




Total..........
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.$ 1,000.00




1,000.00 10,500.00




$12,500.00




.$ 7.903.6+




36.04 1,169.19




507.23 
729.06 





.$9038 52 
   125.00 





Financial Statement for September.




CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Amery, $3 10; Arena 1st, $17; Arena 2nd. $8.50; Ash- 
land. $1; Baraboo, $14.53; Beloit 1st, $78.86; Big 
Spring, $9.25; Bloomer, $20; People's Church, (Thorp) 
$165; Boscobel, $4; Bristol and Paris, $16.65; Burl- 
ington. $18.06; Centralia, $1.56; Chilton, $1; Clear 
Lake, $4.38; Coloma, $3.25; Cooksville. $7.08; Curtis, 
$2; Eagle River, $17; East Troy, $8.04; Eau Claire 2d, 
$11.30; Elkhorn, $39.31; Evansville, $70.80; Fonta- 
na, $1; Hancock, $3.25; Hillsboro, $25; Jonesville, $5; 
Koshkonong, $1; Madison, $102.75; Menomonie 
$34.51; Lake Mills, $8.51; LaFayette, $12.50; Liber- 
ty (Vernon, Co.) $1; Maine, $1.65; Milton, $11.40; 
Milwaukee Hanover St., $13.70; Milwaukee Swedish, 
$4.15; Milwaukee Pilgrim, $41.23; Mondovi, $23; 
Plymouth, $20; Potosi and British Hollow, $39; 
Rhinelander, $7.25; Rochester, $15.23; Seymour, 
$1.31; Sharon, $7.08; S. Milwaukee, $12.37; S. Mil- 
waukee German, $16.30: Sturgeon Bay, $71.56; Wal- 
worth, $1.25; Waukesha, $25; Washburn, $30; Wau- 
watosa, $92.54; West Salem, $0.11; 
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District Missionary Dexter (expense $169.19)......... 
Missionary Assistant Macumber, (expense $19.55), 


Secretary Carter, (expenses $100.70)..

Executive Committee.....

Deficit on Our Church Life..

Other expenses.......................




Total.........




719.55




1,600.70




132.18




121.84




157.77




$11,840.91




In addition the C. H. M. S. expended for N. Wis......$ 4.350.00 
In treasury to begin the year in round numbers....... 700.00 





N. B.-Wisconsin is self-supporting henceforth. We began the year October 1st with about $700 in the treasury. Expenses go on from the first, at the rate of nearly $1,500 a month. Increased receipts at once, therefore, are easily seen to be essential to the solution of our problem. Do not delay your first offering. Plan for 50 per cent. or more increase, and begin to carry out your plan at once.




The first meeting of the Executive Committee with the two new members added, will be held at Milton in connection with Beloit Convention. Matters crowded out at the annual meeting will be considered there.




The annual meeting heartily adopted the report of the board of directors, recommending the established policy and methods in general, and especially that self-support be insured by our offering from every member of the Congregation (not merely the church) and from each department, with extra gifts from those able to make them, all to make up a sum total of $18,000.00, or as many dollars as resident members.




Never say "A dollar apiece,” but set the total as the goal to be reached by the help of all according to ability. Don't mention the total even unless it will be a help to reach or exceed the goal. "For the love of Christ constraineth us."









Beloit 1st under President Leavitt's earnest leadership easily takes its place at the head in the Home Missionary offering of the year, while dealing generously as always, with all other regulars, and numerous extras. It gave one thousand dollars including a few extra personal gifts. The largest individual gift required to make good his pastor's hope for the church was $225 by a generous brother whose heart and purse are touched by numerous good interests.

The separate North Wisconsin heading of our Home Missionary page disappears since the North Wisconsin district, as such, has disappeared in our united state. The former president, Rev. H. C. Todd, has been added to the State Executive Committee, with also Rev. W. M. Ellis, which still further widens and strengthens the rarely valuable Committee of the past.

An offering for the New Richmond church by the little folks of Mrs. Dr. A. C. Helm's Sunday School at Lake Kegonsa, is a gratifying and significant fact concerning one summer resort.

The regrets that come from several pastors who had delayed necessarily or otherwise their Home Missionary collection until the last Sabbath (rainy) of the Missionary year, emphasize afresh the folly of relying upon any single Sabbath for an important offering. More than one Sabbath, with a canvass following, or some systematic plan will likely be adopted by those who meet the characterization of the following extract of Pastor Faville's convention sermon, viz: "Sympathy with Christ's purpose, with sacrifice for it will accomplish the work to be done in Wisconsin."




Mr. E. D. Smith's will distributes half a million dollars with the generosity and wisdom which were characteristic of the




man.




One thousand dollars a year are provided for each of the following: Our State Home Missionary society, the National Home Missionary society, the Church Building society, our Foreign Missionary society, and the Congregational Society of Menasha in trust for the poor of Menasha, $300 are provided to assist Menasha's poor in burying their dead. Beloit Ripon, and Downer Colleges, Chicago Theological Seminary, and the American Missionary Association are generously remembered, as are also Revs. H. A. Miner and S. V. S. Fisher, former pastors and special friends.

Mr. Smith's provision for the continuance of his annual offering for, our State Home Missionary work indicates his deep interest and wise generosity. "By it, he being dead yet speaketh" to us year by year that we "go forward."

During the past year five churches have been organized and seven have come to self-support, as follows, viz: Organized, Oct. 27, '98 Pilgrim, Shortville P. O., Clark Co., 22 members; Dec. 11, East Pepin 36 members; Dec. 15, Vesper, Wood Co., 11 members; Dec. 20, Milwaukee Bohemian, 25 members; Feb. 4, Easton, Adams Co., 15 members.

Reached Selisupport, Mondovi, with East Pepin, Tomah, Wyocena with Rio, Love Rock with Bear Valley, Genesee with Dousman, Two Rivers, White Creek, with Easton and New Chester-the latter through a temporary rearrangement of fields.




After the Madeline Island Conference and the State Convention, Secretary Carter spent two weeks visiting Missionary points, introducing Mrs. Carter for the first time to North Wisconsin and to ten Missionary points of various sizes and conditions, acquainting her experimentally also with freight cabooses, early trains, lunch counters, junction waits, and some of the varied experiences of the traveling man.




Our Anniversary at West Superior. In view of the paramount importance of our Home Missionary forward movement for entire self-support of our state work, everything not vitally related to that issue was ruled out that there might be concentration on the main issue during the all too brief two hours allotted for the combined meeting of the State and North Wisconsin societies.

Therefore the report of the District Missionaries, the special report of the North Wisconsin Superintendents, as well as a large part of the Secretary's report for the board of directors were not read. These were considered by the board, and ordered printed in the annual minutes as usual.

The way was prepared and the work simplified and hastened by a full consideration of the subject at a Conference held at Madeline Island the Saturday preceding, and attended by 26 representatives including 5 ladies, the two District Missionaries, all but one of the executive committee and two other members of the board.

At West Superior the unexpectedly gratifying report of the financial situation, President Leavitt's masterful, wise and enthusiastic address, with the general conviction that self-support was the plain duty of the hour, led to the hearty general action with no dissenting vote to ask no further aid from the C. H. M. S. after Oct. 18, '99, for the English speaking work of Wisconsin.




Henceforth, we are one in form as well as spirit, and are bound by every consideration to make together the conquest for Christ, of our whole united and beloved Wisconsin.




Field Correspondence.

BY DISTRICT MISSIONARY T. D. WHITELAW.

A year of work in North Wis. has made evident at least three things. First, that the Gospel of Christ is the same as of old, viz: "the power of God unto Salvation to every one that believeth." It saves the individual soul that draws near to God, and wherever proclaimed, even when not fully accepted it produces a restraining and uplifting effect. Where Christ is lifted up men are most surely drawn to him. The oft repeated statement, "things are better" confirms this truth and makes it clear that the disciple of Christ labors not in vain. In the second place it is evident to us that where the gospel is not proclaimed improvement is not to be expected. As surely as man is elevated and saved by the gospel so surely is he degraded and lost without it. There is as truly an evolution backward as forward. While some individuals and communities are making progress for the better others are moving steadily backward. Not a few, even, when put to the test, make ship-wreck of their faith. Henry Ward Beecher when asked if he believed in the perseverence of the saints is said to have answered that he used to, but when he came west and saw how some eastern, Christians lived, he had his doubts about it. And who would not in the face of the facts? Here, for instance, is a small community where are found about fifteen church members, that is, they formerly belonged to evangelical churches, yet they cannot be persuaded to vigorously sustain a Sunday-school, although there are people of experience and ability among them. When regret was expressed by your missionary that he could only give them an occasional sermon on a week night he was informed that possibly this was the best time for religious services because on Sundays the people were about all away boating, fishing, hunting, berrying or visiting.

No, "things are" not "better" where the church and minister are wanting. Even not a few who were formerly active in Christian work grow cold and lose heart when they move into the newer communities and see months and even years go by without hearing the sound of a church bell or listening to the gospel story.

The surroundings too are frequently depressing in the extreme. The pine forest is entrancing and inspiring in itself. But few may live long within it. Our civilization demands its complete destruction, and the end is near at hand. When the woodsman has done his best to despoil nature's grandeur and the fire that ever follows the axe has completed the task, there remains the blackened and enduring stump. I need not say that a forest of such companions cmni-present and eternal is not conducive to either devotion or elevation of character. In applying the term eternal to the pine stump I am reminded of what the woodsmen said of the cedar post. "It will last forever" he said "I know it for I have tried it twice." The pine stump is much like it, but few will have an opportunity in a life time of trying more than once to see how long it will last. Given then depressing natural surroundings, and the absence of moral and spiritual stimulii is it to be wondered at that individuals and communities move backward rather than forward? In the third place I am persuaded, that to be successful our work must be of the highest order and be continuous. Spasmodic efforts will not avail. While I believe in Evangelistic work and do considerable of it, it cannot take the place of the steady and earnest work of a faithful and efficient pastor. "Line uponfline and precept upon precept, here a little and there a little" will tell for good here as elsewhere and it is doubtful if aught else will.
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It was voted by our Executive Committee last night that the secretary "extend the congratulations of this committee to the Wisconsin Society and express to the Wisconsin brethern our gratitude that they are able to assume self-support as to all English work throughout the state." I beg to assure you and the brethern that this vote was passed most heartily and that congratulations were exchanged warmly around the committee table. It is one of the good signs of a new era which we hope is dawning for our home missionary work throughout the land. Believe me,




Very truly yours,




I. B. CLARK.









Obituary.




DEATH OF MRS. OWEN JONES.




Mrs. Owen Jones, after a long siege of suffering died at her home in the town of Rosendale, July 19, 1899.

She was born in Cattaraugus Co., N. Y., Feb 2, 1846, and, accompanied by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. McCumber, came to Rosendale, Wis., when about four years of age. She was "nited in the bond of matrimony to Mr. Chester Bartow, Sept. 30, 1862. Their matrimonial union did not continue long,as Mr. Bartow was struck by lightning and died from the effects there of July 25, 1873. They had four children born to them-one died in infancy. The other three, Mr. Leverette Bartow, of Eldorado, Wis., Mr. Chester Bartow, of Ripon, Wis., and Mrs. Moon, of Oshkosh, Wis., survive their mother and deeply mourn her loss.

Feb. 1, 1887, she was married to Mr. Owen Jones. This marriage appeared to be desirable unto both parties. The one seemed to delight in the companionship of the other and he is now feeling lonely because of the separation made between them by the cold hand of death.

With the relatives already mentioned in bereavement and sorrow there is a sister of the deceased, Mrs. Green, Detroit, Dak. It was evident at the funeral which occured July 21. that Mrs. Jones, was well thought of in the community where she resided. And how could it be otherwise?-as she was always willing to do her share in helping the distressed and needy.

The language of Solomon in discribing a virtuous woman is not too strong in speaking of the virtues and good qualities of our departed sister. Prov. 31. 10-31.

Mrs. Jones was an active member of the Welsh Congregational church of Rosendale. And her Christian spirit and devotion for the Master are highly appreciated after her soul T. Z. E. has gone to the mansions above.




DEATH OF JUDGE SUTHERLAND,




The following obituary appears in the Advance of Sept. 21: "Judge George E. Sutherland, of the Superior Court, Milwaukee, Wis., died suddenly of heart disease, Sept. 13, at his hotel in Chieago, while on the way home from a European trip. He was 56 years old, a graduate of Amherst College and Columbia Law School, and had practised law in Ripon, Fond du Lac, and Milwaukee in Wisconsin, and in Minneapolis, Minn. He served two terms in the state senate. He enlisted in the army during the civil war while yet under age and was soon promoted to the position of captain of artillery, being one of the youngest captains in the service. He was wounded in battle and was recommended for promotion to the rank of major. Judge Sutherland was one of the most active and honored members of Plymouth church. He was regarded with the highest esteem and love throughout the state, for his ability, marked integrity and conscientious fidelity to duty. his rarely generous and winning qualities of mind and he and his unostentatious good works. He suffered a severe blow in the death of his wife Adela Merrell Sutherland, a year ago last May. He leaves two daughters."

The Fond du Lac Commonwealth speaks thus of his early years:

"George Eaton Sutherland was born on a farm at Burlington, Ostego Co., N. Y. When only six years of age his mother died and he was left without a home. The next four years he spent in various places living with relatives, some of the time depending upon his own devices. A sketch of his early life brings out the point that when a mere lad he was very fond of oratory, and would spend hours over Congressional speeches and pleas in court; seeming to catch the spirit of their eloquence.

"He was a Christian lad and, when only ten years of age, joined a church in Burlington with one hundred lads about his own age. In June, 1854 he went to reside with his brother, who was principal of a school in Norwich Town, Conn. He labored hard and was, at the end of the year, at the head of his class. In 1855 his brother came to Fond du Lac, coming by rail as far as Chicago, then by boat to Sheboygan, and thence to Fond du Lac by stage. From here they journed to Delhi, Winnebago county, and then to Waukau, the same county.

George accompanied his brother on the trip, and worked on the farm, which his brother purchased, until he was sixteen, part of the time going to school. In August 1859; George left the farm and went back to Connecticut, where he obtained a position as teacher in the public schools. He taught school later on in the town in which he was born, and at the close of the term, in 1860, he went to West Winfield academy to fit himself for college. Here he earned his board and tuition by caring for the recitation rooms.

"When President Lincoln called for men, George wanted to enlist but his father was opposed, giving as his reasons that he was too young to endure the hardships of camp life. In 1862 George enlisted and in 1864 he received his commission as captain, two months after his 21st birthday."

Judge Sutherland was well known and honored,in Waukau, where he spent his boyhood, in Ripon, where he was a student of the college, and later city attorney and supervisor. In Fond du Lac he had a large practice and in 1879 was chosen




State senator. He was an active member of the Congregational church, whose Sunday school he superintended for some years. The late Mrs. Sutherland was a sister of Prof. E. H. Merrell, D. D., of Ripon.




Dartford Semi-centennial.




This happy event occurred under the general and skilful direction of Pastor J. A. Davidson, on the week beginning Sept. 24. No less than a week of festivities and memorials could suffice, and the epoch was memorable.

The Jubilee opened Sunday, Sept. 24, with a service in which Prof. E. H. Merrill, . D., preached the memorial sermon. The Junior Endeavor society, led by Miss Bonnie Scholes, enjoyed a special program at 3:30 p. m.

On Tuesday evening, a Song Service and Quiet Moment were conducted by Rev. W. J. Stewart, followed by Mrs. Mary Buckland's paper on the History of the Church, and greetings from past pastors, presented by Mrs. Long.

A fine chorus choir, with occasional solos, enlivened all the sessions. Wednesday evening was Bible School night. Miss Greenway gave a greeting, W. A. Peterson an address on S. S. Fellowship. Miss Buckland a paper on History and Growth of the Dartford School, Prof. Leahy a talk on Our Mission as a Sunday School; in addition to which recitations and a dialogue were presented by John Poynton, B. Scholes and others. On Thursday p. m. a Golden anniversary supper of delicious quality was dispensed by the ladies at the residence of Mr. Lester Clawson, followed by a conversazione and reception. The program included a Roll-call and responses, Financial Report and History of the Ladies' Aid society, with original poems by Rev. E. N. Ruddock, and E. L. Palmer.

Friday evening was Endeavor night. Rev. E. G. Hamley of Ripon, led the song and consecration services, Rev. Mr. Damon, former pastor, told the story of the society's origin and growth and aid to form other societies. Rev. W. J. Stewart voiced the theme "How can Young People Help the Church?" and Rev. S. T. Kidder the complementary topic "How can the Church Help Young People?"

The beautiful printed program closes with a letter to the church, urging needed repairs upon the building and deeper consecration.-K




Ministerial Movements.




ANDERSON. REV. D. R., has resigned from the Eau Claire Second church.




BENNETT, REV. R. C., of Mt. Zion and out stations, accepts call to Hazel Green and Buncombe.

BEVIER, MR. E. D., of Moody Institute, accepts work at Ithaca and Neptune.

COTTON, REV. H. A., formerly missionary in Africa, accepts call to Williams Bay and North Walworth.

DENNIS, REV. C. W., of Emerald Grove, accepts call to Amery and Clear Lake.

EVERT, REV. H. S., of Chilt on, accepts call to Sterling and De Soto. Has begun work.

FARNAM REV. GEO. E., late of Ithaca, will spend the year in study at Ripon College.

HOGAN, MR. H. R., of the Moody Institute, has assisted Rev. H. R. Vaughn at Wheaton and out stations during the




summer.




JORGENSON, MR. J. C., of Chicago Theological Seminary, accepts call to West Green Bay.

KEMP, REV. GEO. H., resigns at Rhinelander.

MORSE, REV. EDGAR L. AND MRS AMY K., of Park Falls, Butternut and Fifield, will enter co-operative work in one of the social settlements.

NELSON, REV. C. E., of West Green Bay, accepts call to Clintonville Scandinavian church.

RALPH, MR. EDWIN, of Beloit College, supplies Emerald Grove.

REAM, REV. W. T., of Cumberland, has accepted call to Watertown.

SPELLMAN, REV. H. O., resigns at Edgerton.

STEWART, REV. W. J., relinquishes his work at Depere, against warm protests of his people, to devote more time to his studies at Ripon College.

UNGER, REV. S. L., of Rockton, Ill., has begun work in Brodhead.




WILTBERGER, REV. L. W., resigns at Pleasant Valley.









Academy Openings.




Our Church Life gladly gives space to announcements of our Academies for the new year.




ENDEAVOR.




The new catalogue, inclosing the Treasurer's report for the last year is at hand, and very satisfactory. The financial statement is detailed showing receipts, including rent of farm, sale of lots and brick, rent of buildings, proceeds of printing office, etc., to have been $5810.56. Disbursements covering all expenses for the year, $29 50 less than receipts-a happy state of affairs. since no appeals or soliciting have been made outside the vicinage. The debt has been thus reduced $1000 and the roperty of Principal Child secured for the school.

By a singular error this school was reported at West Superior and in a recent Advance as out of debt, whereas obligations still remain to the amount of $5,327, which a few more years like the last, under the same wise and able management, we trust, will see wiped out.

The school has now nine trustees in three classes. Besides Principal Cheney, three instructors are employed, all doing effective work. Fourteen pupils in all were cared for last year after the very late and embarrassed opening, also three in special studies and nine in music. Expenses are so very low that the utmost capacity of the school should be needed for its patronage.

The school this fall opens with eight regular students several more than last year. These will be largely reenforced when fall work on the farms is over. Many of the pupils are obliged to work their way.

The growth of the village, enhancing the value of the school property, still continues. The school has just turned out "the best kiln of brick (100,000) ever made" in the vicinity. Nearly all is spoken for at profitable sale. Probably twice the amount could be disposed of

Mr. Cheney has devote l a portion of his time to the church, thus far, which has greatly prospered under his guidance. Another helper in the work may soon be needed.




ROCHESTER.




Principal Farnam writes:-"We opened Sept. 5, last, with an enrollment of 52 in the Academy proper and about 20 in the music department. The number varies in music). The number is about the same as last year and probably will increase some the coming month. All classes in all courses are filled and the work is opening with. I think, the best outlook for the best year's work in the institution's history.

There have been some additions made to the library and added equipments in laboratories, and various improvements have been made about the building.

We start a year full of bright prospects. The student body is reaching a higher plane of life and aims are being elevated. The traditions founded in the past six years are beginning to exert their influen e and there is a gradual uplift of life all about us.

A strong, helpful prayer-meeting held by the students once a week is one of the beneficial features of the school.

Strong, able, thorough class-room work, along with a Christian environment makes the students able and valuable citizens."




NORTH WISCONSIN ACADEMY.




The autumn announcement contains a cut of the fine Ashland building, and the names of the five members of the new faculty, Rev. M. J. Fenenga, B. A., B. D., Miss Abba Harrington, M. A, Miss Anna Bagstad, Miss Myra Messenger, Mrs. M. J. Fenenga (matron). The course of study is outlined, conforming to that of the Beloit Academy. The names of the Trustees are subjoined, and the following statement is made. "The eighth year of the Academy's history opens with the brightest prospects. A full corps of experienced teachers, a remodeled building, new dormitory and boarding apartments, a greatly enlarged library, and last but not least, a most hopeful financial condition; all these mark this as the red letter year. Better work than ever in the standard Classical and Scientific courses, new emphasis in the English courses that prepare for business and teaching, a Preparatory Review year of the higher common school studies, and the best of instruction in music are features of the new program."




ing of themselves, and that unless it did so, it was no advance on their former heathenism. Zeus gave them good things, as they once believed, and they laid a portion of the good on his altar, paying him toll in kind. But Christ gave Himself. Henceforth they were to be imitators of Christ. They responded to this divine method of giving. They gave themselves. They found no worthier use of their life than to make it a continuous response to His Cross.

What is it that God requires of us? Sounding through all give me thine heart." With Him gold and silver are cheap the centuries, men with open ears have been hearing the call, as clay. His right to the sum total of them, coined and un. coined, takes precedence of ours. To Him they are but empty honey-combs. What He seeks, is the only thing that is fully ours to give, that is, our love.

Will a father accept a portion of his child's toys as a substitute for loving children? Honey in the cells gives the comb value. Love in the dollar gives its value on the altar of God. As the Master throws your dollar on the counter, He expects to hear the ring of a grateful heart in it. If that is lacking it drops among the counterfeits.

No, the mere appendages of life are not a suitable offering to giving to the "beggar ticks," which happen to be adhering to Him who gave Himself for us. Too many are limiting their




their skirts at the time.




"Not yours but you" is the Master's supreme demand, and "yours" only as it carries something of "you" in it.

We are not to understand that the Macedonians first gave themselves to Christ and after that made a contribution to the relief fund. Rather the thought is this. They gave themselves supremely to Christ and subordinately to the cause which Paul represented. The giving of themselves carried their property with it. There was but one act of giving, and the gift of coin was the outward token of their consecration to the Lord and their love for the brethren. This is the eason why this contribution was so surprisingly large. Let us not think that the contribution in behalf of the poor could have been omitted from this act of consecration. The outflow of sentiment and pious feeling is not enough. There must be proof that the transaction is genuine and sincere. It must be tested, and the test of love is the cross. On the cross love proves and perfects itself. In the mere play of sentiment there may be no more moral worth than in the homage which the humming bird pays to the honeysuckle.

The gifts which we give, the offerings we make to Christ, must drive nails through the hands and feet of the world-lov. ing self, or an impassable gulf will forever lie between Christ's manner of giving and ours. All true Christian giving is of this sort. In the very act of making the offering you become a a better self, you enter into newness of life. Therein lies the gain of true beneficence. All our giving to Christ has back of it His gift of Himself for us and to us. That is the seed corn from which all Christian giving springs. So then, this which we call giving to the Lord, is rather, a mutual exchange, the Master imparts Himself to the servant, the servant gives himself to his Lord.




The Conditions at New Richmond.




PASTOR ADAMS WRITES, SEPT. 27.




J. C.




"We have the repairs on our building substantially finished and are using it. We have restored it nearly as it was before the cyclone except that the bell tower is not as elaborate. The expense has been nearly $1200.00. We have received from all sources toward this expense $820 00. This has come from twenty churches and eleve individuals in Wisconsin and ten churches and individuals outside of our state. We are very grateful to those who have so generously assisted us. It would have been impossible for us to have made these repairs, for some time without this aid. We earnestly hope that there may be other churches and individuals who will be glad to contribute the balance still necessary to pay for all the repairs as it will be impossible for us for a time even to meet our current expenses. We had but just cleared our church property of a debt of several years' standing when the storm destroyed our city. We feel that under present conditions we may rightlv appeal to our sister churches to deliver us from another, contracted in consequence of this awful disaster. We have faith to believe, that our friends will assist us in this matter."




A Christian Gift.




2 COR. 8:5.




This was a Christian peace offering. It was an acknowledgement of reconciliation and an expression of thankfulness.

The Macedonian Christians felt that there was a place for such offerings under the gospel. And they found no offering, which seemed at all appropriate, except themselves.

So with joyful gratitude they made an offering of their own lives to the Lord by the fire of responsive love. Thus they sealed their dicipleship.

Their Christian instincts guided these Greeks aright. They rightly felt that Christian giving should begin with the offer




Year Book Figures.




It is interesting to see how it comes out periodically that some one has discovered that the year book and other statistics do not tell the whole story of the work of any pastor or church-as though anyone of sense ever supposed they did. Yet, as often too much is made of figures and other partial indicators, it is well to have the discovery freshly made frequently.









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to s、nd us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest.—Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis.




Beloit A unique new enterprize at Beloit is Gridley Chapel in Strong's addition. It was built at an expense of $3500, and donated by Mr. Wm. B Strong of Beloit, former President of the Atcheson, Topeka and Santa Fe R'y. It was dedicated Aug. 27 with an historical sermon by the brother of the donor, President Jas. Strong, of Carleton College, a presentation address by Wm. J. H. Strong son of the donor, and brief addresses by the city pastors, Chas. Kelsey of the American Sunday School Union, and Secretary Carter of the W. H. M. S. It is designed to be headquarters for Union Sunday School and other religious work for that portion of the city; and is in honor of Elijah Gridley Strong father, of the donor. Mrs. Strong has donated a fine bell for the tower in memory of her mother.

Bloomer-Rev. D. A. Richardson, pastor, has been called to endure the loss of three most valued members during three months.

In July, Mrs. Kate Van Loon, widow of the late Stephen Van Loon a pillar of the church from its commencement and herself foremost in every good work in the church, removed to Sterling, Ill. The church held a farewell reception in her honor, presenting her with suitable souvenirs of their regard.

In August the church was called on to endure a still sadder loss. Mrs. Emma Rogers, wife of Dr. E. H. Rogers a trustee of the church was called away to the church triumphant after months of weakness and a few days of sharp illness. Mrs. Rogers was one of the "elect ladies" in very truth, her face and every action shining with grace within. An active member of the Endeavor society, in deed as well as in name, an earnest and thoroughly intelligent Sunday School teacher, her loss was mourned by a very wide circle. At her funeral the pastor of the Lutheran church, Rev. E. H. Haffermann, was present in the pulpit and delivered an eloquent Gospel sermon in German, her mother language. He was followed in English by Pastor Richardson and Rev. A. Kidder of Eau Claire. The attendance was over 700, overflowing the little church and filling the church parlors and the street around. Every store in the village, including the nine saloons, was closed during the services. The Sunday School girls marched to the cemetery between the ranks of the Modern Woodmen and Odd Fellows and at the grave covered the coffin with flowers. "Being dead she yet speaketh.' Following this sad experience in September the church has just had another loss. Deacon Joseph H. Cobban for twenty-seven years treasurer, and sixteen years deacon, passed to his reward.

In spite of these losses the little church has a steadfast front, showing a beautiful spirit of union, and causing the pastor's heart to rejoice. Manifest tokens of the spirit's presence are noticeable in every service. The inside of the building has been renovated and greatly improved. A friend had previously painted the outside.

Brandon.-Rev. Robert Paton, pastor. Dea Robt. Graham, with his three sons, William, John and George and their families have recently removed from Brandon to Roberts, where Dea. A. Turner and his family, also of the Brandon church, had removed a year ago.

Seldom does one church make so large and valuable a contribution to another, and especially is it a marked exception to have it done so in a lump.

We rejoice with the gainers while mourning with the losers. At a Sunday school teachers' meeting, Sept. 6. Mr. Kidder, of Ripon, gave a normal talk with blackboard, on the life and land of Jesus.

Bruce and Apollonia.-Rev. Idrys Jones pastor. On the "Soo" somewhat isolated from neighbors, especially of the Congregational sort, yet these fields are making progress and gaining courage under the new pastor's faithful labors.

Cumberland.-Under Rev. W. T. Ream, now of Watertown, who closed his work at Cumberland in July, this place has gained in general strength and particularly in its Men's Sunday Evening Club. The good work will be further developed by Rev. F. B. Doe, till a permanent pastor is secured. Eagle River.-Rev. H. C. Todd, pastor. The historic "Reading Room," transferred to a choice corner block, is now also the office of the "Advancement Association," of which pastor Todd is the inaugurator and secretary. The object of the new association is to emphasize and increase the importance of Eagle River as a business center, to improve its schools and general interests and to introduce home seekers to the fine farming land of the region. Pastor Todd with his enthusiastic devotion to all the good interests of this important center is an unusually busy pastor. The business men recently showed their appreciation by presenting him a fine large office desk, with drawers, shelves, etc., and adjustable cover.




Eau Claire 2d--This large and important field has had special financial trials as the result of the hard times, and will care for itself until it provides for a deficit and is in condition to go forward unhampered. District Missionary Dexter and Pastor Frizell, of the First church are helping to further its interests.

Elroy. Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor. Pledges, already amounting to several hundred dollars, are being made for a parsonage. For six weeks the Sunday evening services are made union in conjunction with the Baptist and M. E. congregations. By the kind thought of the Sparta church, their recent offering to the American Board made Pastor Ellis an honorary member of this Board.

Gays Mills, (Seneca and Towerville.)-Rev. M. J. Cameron, pastor. The S. S. has nearly doubled in size. The ladies have started a fund for new parsonage, a new bell has been placed in the new buildiug and 230 feet of side walk, all secured at Gays Mills.

Hancock.--Rev. Emanuel Breeze pastor, has recently painted church building. Work is progressing very encouragingly in all lines.

Hillsboro.-Rev. Thos. Barker, pastor. The church and congregation replied to the pastor's recent resignation on account of failing strength, by unanimously giving him a two month's vacation and asking him to withdraw the resignation. He consents for the present, and is recruiting with his family in the south western part of the state.

Iron River. Rev. Lee A Brink, pastor. Changes in the mill interests of the place took away certain influential families who will be greatly missed. Others, however, are moving in, and the work goes on encouragingly.

Kewaunee After communion service this morning eight were admitted into church membership. Se ven on confession of faith, one by letter. Increased interest in the work for the Lord is manifest.

A goodly number attend every service. Our new pastor, Rev. E. E. Day, and his wife are well liked.

A new furnace is being placed in the church.

Lake Nebagamon-has voted to organize a Congregational church. The summer's service of Alex E. Cutler, of Chicago Seminary, resulted in the union of the various elements to this end, and was fruitful of much good in this new unorganized town.

Lynxville-An interesting service Sept. 3, when twelve were received to membership as the result of the summer work of Mr. A. R. Rice, of Beloit College. District Missionary Dexter at this time baptized 6 by immersion, 4 by pouring, and two by sprinkling. Who says Congregationalists are not liberal? Menomonie-Rev. J. W. White, pastor. This veteran among Wisconsin pastors—“veteran” in length of term of service rather than in age, has just closed nine years of fruitful service with this strong church. In the nine years 222 have been added to the membership, 145 of them on confession of faith. The net gain of the period is 135 members.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor, expects to dedicate its fine new building the last Sabbath of Oct.

Mazomanie-Upon the departure of Rev. W. J. C. Ralph from the pastorate in pursuit of a course of studies, resolutions of warm esteem and appreciation of Mr. Ralph's labors were passed both by the church and Endeavor Society, emphasizing his "unblemished and helpful life" his "ability as a preacher" his earnest work in the S. S. and Y. P. S C. E." etc. The young people say, "For his wisdom in council, loving admonitions and wise leadership, we owe him a debt of gratitude we can never repay.'

North Crandon.-One of our struggling churches upon the "Soo" in Forest County, is happy in the ministry of the Presbyterian pastor of Crandon, until it develops strength enough or neighbors enough to have a resident pastor of its own order. Superintendent Carter spent August 20th with the church, and took a neglected offering for the C. C. B. S. District Missionary Whitelaw, it is hoped, will be able to carry strength and courage to the faithful few through special meetings later in the season.

Osseo.-Rev. John E. Evans pastor-reports successful prayer meetings held in the country homes. Many have been led to start in the christian life by this means. A table for the exchange of literature, has been placed in the church Encouragements: "Many young people attend evening services," "The saloons have been voted out."

Park Falls, Butternut and Fifield-Are cared for by District Missionary Whitelaw, till a new pastor is settled. Pine River-Rev. J. A. Thomas, pastor. August 13th the pastor made strong appeals for the A. B, C. E M. at Pine River and Saxeville, which resulted in contributions of $10 from Pine River, $2 from Saxeville and $2 from Red Granite, an outstation.

The Sunday School organized at Beet has an average attendance of 45, and have asked for preaching services.

Pleasant Valley-Rev. L. W. Wiltberger, pastor. Benevolences much larger than previous years. The finances in good condition, all bills paid and balance in treasury. Three additions by confession during last quarter. $20 on hand toward replenishing S. S. library.
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Menasha.- Rev. A. E. Leonard, pastor. This parish greatly enjoyed the privileges of the newly opened summer assembly at Brighton Beach during August Among the stars of the program were Mayor Jones of Toledo, who attracted deep interest, and Rev. Dr. Graham Taylor, of the Chicago Commons, who stirred the people to fresh impulses of sympathy. Dr. Taylor occupied the pulpit of the Congregational church one Sunday. The Choir Club has just been reorganized for Sunday evening work. The boys sing more sweetly than ever.

Prescott.-Rev. Herman Obenhans, pastor. The church property has just been increased by the purchase of a parsonage, a comfortable home of eight rooms adjoining the church. The price was a thousand dollars. nearly all of which was raised by subscription. The pastor and wite are already occupying it. Mrs. Obenhans has had a vacation class in Latin, reading Caesar with her class.

A Sunday School Rally Day was held Oct. 1, with an elegant announcement missive sent to parents desiring their cooperation and a program neatly printed in mimeograph which is a model of its kind.

Rovalton-Rev. Joseph Herbert pastor. The entire inside of the church has been put into very attractive condition. The Ladies Aid secured the painting, calsomining, varnishing and decorating. The Christian Endeavorers provided 58 yards of new ingrain carpet and joined with the Ladies Aid in sewing and laying it.

Later in the fall a bee is planned to renew the foundation, make horse block, lay walks, and put the horse sheds into shape for the winter. The Junior Endeav orers started the fund for painting the parsonage by furnshing over $10. The work has all been done and the money nearly all raised to pay for it. This puts the church property in good condition for the future work.




Springvale–Rev.




Robert Paton, pastor. The benevolence in this country parish this year has aggregated $290. What church of like membership can show a better record? It has a number

of young people taking a higher education.

Steuben-Mr. A. W. Cook pastor, plans to dedicate in November.

Tomahawk.-Rev. S. M. MacNeill pastor. The church is making progress in spite of serious obstacles and past discouragement. The pastor has been doing outside work at a ◆choolhouse five miles in the country.




new




Token-Rey. Paul S. Meinert, pastor. On Easter Sunday five members were admitted to the church two by letter and three from the Sunday school. Children's Day was observed as usual with songs and recitations and pretty decorations. The collection was over thirty dollars. The annual thankoffering meeting of the ladies Missionary Society was held in the chapel Aug. 11. A very good program was carried out. A poem entitled "Whereas I was Blind, now I See" was composed and read by Mrs. Olyette Ellis of Windsor. After the close of the program all enjoyed a social hour during which light refreshments
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were served. Mrs. Miller is president of this society but Mrs. Deming of Madison one of the members led the meeting. The offering was $20. A Christian Endeavor Society was oganized last winter and is progressing as well as can be expected with the number of members enrolled. So far their greatest feat was to send Rev. and Mrs. Meinert to the Detroit Convention and pay all expenses. Mr. Meinert brought back such a glowing report we could almost imagine ourselves present at the meetings. He urged us to go to the next convention, but if it is to be in London we shall miss it.

Washburn--Rev. John Gibson pastor. Fine congregations and a large Sunday school and Endeavor meetings greeted Secretary and Mrs. Carter Sept. 24 in the dilapidated building that has served its mission, and is to be replaced by a new building centrally located.

West Salem is in good working order under the leadership of the new pastor Rev. Frank J. Brown, formerly of Plainview, Minn. He began his work the first of August. All departments of work are improving under his direction. The Sabbath services are better attended.

West Superior Hope-Rev. F. W. Heberlein, pastor. This church has had a long and discouraging struggle but with the revival of business and the expected advent to this "Steel Plant" portion of the city of 500 to 1000 families, with the introduction also of new industries, the church hopes for better days. Wheaton.--Rev. H. R. Vaughn

pastor. The meeting house is finely decorated within and painted without. The loss by lightning at the parsonage barn is replaced except bicycle, winter carriage robe and other articles belongto the pastor.

Secretary Carter in his round with the pastor Aug. 6th, found besides the afternoon Missionary service at the church, an encouraging Sabbath School in the a. m. at Albertville, eight miles north, and eight miles west in the evening, an unusually interesting congregation of over one hundred, largely young people.

Mr. H. R. Hogan. of Moody Institute, is rendering valuable service at these points during the summer.

Once a quarter all the children from these three points and the country between are invited to one of the centers for a rally of "Juniors." Hayrack and other conveyances are provided. A sermon and other interesting exercises are given.




Some Beloit Ideals.

The new student naturally wonders what the Beloit ideals are, and the old student cannot do better than to recall them in these first days of the year, so we shall call attettion to a few of them.

In the first place. Beloit loves a worker. If you don't like to work pack up your books and go home. We have no use for you. If you have not learned how to work, Beloit is a good place to learn. But don't plan to stay here unless you want to learn the art.

Again Beloit lives intensely. Foot-ball field and class-room alike are places for the most intense activity. Live stren




What




uously if you would count here. ever you do, play low and hit the line hard.

We like broad men in Beloit. We have no admiration for a rut. Don't spend all your time on one thing. The student who is worth something is the one who works hard enough to get time for other things than his regular work. Don't miss anything that is good. Ally yourself with the best everywhere, and get some breadth, some vision. Remember occasionally that you are not simply a student, but a man or a woman.

But we also want students who are experts in their own especial line. If you can do anything particularly well give the College the benefit of your ability, at the same time training yourself to be good for something when you leave Beloit.

Beside her other ideals the College places enthusiasm. It is only the man or woman who is thoroughly alive to the possibilities of college life, and who is brimful of eagerness to get into the midst of them and to make the most of them, who does work that is worth the name. Give people a chance to laugh at your enthusiasm.

And don't forget to enjoy yourself. Beloit students believe thoroughly in having a good time every hour of the day. The dyspeptic student and the one who carries the world and the salvation of the race around on his shoulders are both of them first-class nuisances. Everyone likes the happy student. Be one, then.

If we may express the Beloit ideal in a word, we should say it is the man or the woman who, realizing the strenuousness of life in general and his own life in particular, sets himself to do the sturdit work of which he is capable, at the same time enjoying his work thoroughly and keeping a due appreciation of those lighter sides of life that add so much to its color and its happiness. ROUND TABLE.




NOTICE.




  The attention of Pastorless 
 churches and pastors seeking a 
 field, is called so the fact that the 
COMMITTEE of INFORMATION ap- 
pointed by the State Convention 
stands ready to give any aid in 
their power, when applied for, 
to help in the desired adjust- 
ment of pastors to churches and 
churches to pastors. 
                  The com- 
mitte are 


Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D. 
 Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland.

J. O. Myers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 
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Milwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE,




WIS.




Endowed for the higher education of




women.




Will Reopen Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.

Full Four Year College Courses leading to the degrees B. A. and B. L.

Seminary, Four Year College Prepar
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings
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rtory Courses, Ancient and Modern Standard of Excellence standing in the midst of as fine a cam




Classical and English; accredited by

the best Universities and Colleges of

the West and the East.

Native Teachers of German and French

Music Department directed by

EMIL LIEBLING.

Art, Elocution, Physical Training,

MISS E. C. SABIN, President.
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IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipment. 





pus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for

Everything pertaining to its service is physical culture are provided.




modern and progressive.

The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
            pal cities in the 
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West and North-West.




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 
                Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt 





PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C. Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir- 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 


MUNN&Co.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. C




Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College




Aims ...




To furnish an education of high grade amid Christian influences favorable to the development of vigorous thought and productive character. Its Classical Course has a wide reputation. Its Philosophical and Science Courses are broad and thorough. It has an unusual record in Oratory and Athletics. It affords choice advantages in Music.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, expecially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science,containing Extensive Laboratories and the Logan Museum of Archaeological; the beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for men; Emerson Hall, one of the finest college buildings for women in the country; Memorial Hall with library of 25,000 volumes; the Observatory equipped for original work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall with valuable paintings and the unique Fisher Collection of casts from the Antique.

The Academy

Of the College, finly equipped, prepares for all leading institutions, and gives through general training.

Correspondence may be addressed to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.




[image: [graphic]]







VOL. VI.




AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.
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THE BETHLEHEM BIBLE




-AND




MISSIONARY TRAINING SCHOOL

Cleveland, O. This Institution, the only one of the kind in organic connection with the Congregational body, (through its Education Society) and cordially endorsed by action of the Congregational Triennial Council, receives young women of piety and ability, of American and foreign parentage, who wish to prepare themselves for missionary work as Pastor's Assistants. City Missionaries, Bible-Readers and Christian Nurses, in City and other Home Mission fields amongst native and foreign population.

Tuition free. Expenses for beard, etc., $150 a school year. Course, two or three years, length depending upon previous preparation. Full information can be obtained from H. A. Schauffler, 1532 Broadway, Cleveland, Ohio.




CHARLES M. SHELDON'S

BOOKS.

The most widely read books of this 
           generation. 


In His Steps "What would Jesus Do?" 
The Crucifixion of Phillip Strong. 
Robert Hardy's Seven Days. 
The Twentieth Door. 
His Brother's Keeper. 
Richard Bruce. 


John King's Question Claas. 
Malcom Kirk. 


The Miracle at Markham.

All bound in paper at 25 cents, 
And cloth at 75 cents each. 





Uniform with the above and selling at the same prices.




Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. A MATTER of BUSINESS,




Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of




the States of




Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,




By William C. Styles.

Any 5 of the 25c books to one add., $1. Any 5 of the 75c books to one add., $3.

Also, by Charles M. Sheldon,




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.




No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries ind annficturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and anufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with fa cilities for reaching markets everywhere. Re liable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




Redemption of Freetown. cloth, 25C WATER WORKS - PLANTS




For Christ and the Church, board, 30c
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North Dakota and the Up- A NEW BOOK




per Peninsula of

Michigan
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John King's Question Class

The new book is notable, first, because giving ano ther of Sheldon's striking and purposeful stories; and, second, because woven into the story are the author's own answers to the multitude of questions which have arisen in the discussion over his former books, such as, "Are These Plans Feasible?" "Have They Been Tried?" "What Ought to be D one in y Special Case?" etc. Every Sheldon reader will therefore wish to read this story.

Is not behind the others in interest, strung upon a very attractive little story are a great many pratical lessons in faith and work and morals. The whole is arranged in a way to stimulate piety and good works.--Herald and Presbyter.




THE ADVANCE (Congregational Weekly),

To a new subscriber, until Jan. 1, 1901, $2.00.

Trial Offer, 3 months, 25c




Sent postpai on receipt of price by









CONSTRUCTED




In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.

W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Renew

Your




Subscription




Το

Our

Church




ADVANCE PUBLISHING CO.. Life.

215 MADISON STREET, CHICAGO.
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Wisconsin and the World




Kingdom.




At the late Universalist conference in Boston, a common need was voiced by one of the speakers"There is a serious need of revivifying the missionary spirit of the western churches." (Possibly the eastern ones need it less). "What is needed above all else is a better class of ministers." To all of which we say amen.




Two hundred and fifty delegates attended the Woman's Board meeting in Madison. Among the amenities was a reception given the guests by Mrs. C. K. Adams.




*




"I advise that on this day religious exercises shall be conducted in the churches or meetingplaces of all denominations, in order that, in the social features of the day, its real significance may not be lost sight of, but fervent prayers may be offered to the Most High for a continuance of the divine guidance without which man's efforts are vain." So urges President McKinley, in his Thanksgiving proclamation. What if our Endeavor societies should take hold of this matter and make sure, by personal attendance and effort, that the usual combined congregations shall not be less in number than the average of any of their units.




The resignation of Prof. Geo. B. Herron from his chair in Iowa college, is perhaps no surprise to any who knew the situation. Possibly it is not unreasonable for those who help to increase the Possibly it is not foundations of Christian education to expect good and consistent reasons to be given by instructors, whose teachings are professedly "subversive to the existing industrial and political order" why they should be obliterated. It is fair to demand that it should be made clearer than it seems to be that Jesus Christ would have it so, though no one will deny that vast modifications are needed in the Christly direction. Yet when "private ownership of natural resources" is denounced as "a crime" it is pertinent to desire that its prophet and apostle should be able and willing to illustrate the theme by suiting the action to the word.




"Prison Sunday" has lately reminded us, or should have done so, to "remember them that are in bonds as bound with them." In our Wisconsin penitentiary scenes of tragic pathos are enacted, of which the outside world knows little, An aged




No. I.




convict, serving an eighteen years' sentence, was recently crushed to death in the prison by the accident of a falling stone. During his incarceration his devoted wife had lived alone, and penniless, the city of Oconto, where their home had been, save for a scanty morsel of municipal support in and each year had toilfully walked the long disloved. She was setting out for such tance to Waupun and back, to visit the man she a journey once more when she was met by the tidings of his death.




The fact that the spoils system has been set aside, and an accomplished prison expert from another state appointed warden at Waupun, regardless of political service or influence, is an encouraging sign, and sets Wisconsin in clear advance in lines of prison reform.

A prominent state journal, after careful editorial investigation, speaks of Warden McClaughry as "a perfect type of manhood, with firm, yet kindly expression, a man of broad education in all that the term may imply, schooled in prison work and supervision from boyhood up, a close student of penology, and an indefatigable worker, he impresses one as thoroughly equipped to meet the grave responsibilities of the work in hand." He adds: "Though he has been in charge of the Waupun prison only a little more than two months, he has demonstrated that he is master of the situation and quite equal to every emergency. There is not a prisoner in all the six hundred or more now occupying cells at Waupun who can escape the penetrating rays of his searchlight, and if he displays the slightest signs of good opportunity given for developing the man and ground for the seeds of reform there will be every eliminating the criminal. Patience, unrelenting industry, stern discipline and discernment of charin successful operation, as it is likely to be, will acter are cardinal features of the plan which, put give the Wisconsin state prison a among the prisons of the country."




**




front rank




chance for conclusive challenge and demur, in the There is food for thought, and doubtless some ing Post, of Oct. 21, on "The Clergyman of Tofollowing extracts from an editorial in The Evenday." Look over our Wisconsin Congregational ministry and see how far or truly it applies:

"With few exceptions, the civic functions of the minister have been reduced to near the vanishing point. His counsel is now rarely sought on important public questions. His sermons and addresses on political subjects seldom make much of an im




Continued on page 6).









EDITORIAL.




"Pastor and Teacher."

The stimulus from the great International Congregational Council and from the publication of Dr. Munger's Life of Horace Bushnell, most fittingly belong together. One of the most vital themes, perhaps most vital, before the Council was that of the adequate training of our children, youth and ministers for the growing demands of the Christian church and state. The fundamental problem of education from a Christian view-point was continually recurring during the sessions of the Council. And, all things considered, Horace Bushnell's finest interpreter is convinced that Christian nurture is the most urgent need of our times; more needed now than in 1847 when Bushnell first gave his thought so positively to the world.

This being true, I wonder if our ministers and people of the Congregational Way might not, with profit, reflect on the single clause of the regular call for a minister, "Pastor and Teacher," with the emphasis on "and teacher." In no way would it be wise to undervalue pastoral efficiency; for, with our modern complex civilization, this is, if possible, more necessary than in times past. But we are living in a time when the public school instruction, excellent as it is, is completely secularized. The cause for this I do not care to raise, as it would take me beyond the limit of this editorial. But this condition stares us in the face on all sides, and it is a grave fact with which we must reckon.

The difficulty is fundamental and hence calls for more aggressive methods in child culture. When the minister also becomes the leader in teaching, stimulating parents and church-school teachers, then he is doing what Christ so constantly did in his training of the twelve disciples. And while this was not Jesus' entire work, still it occupies a prominent place in his years of earthly ministry.

Consciously, possibly unconsciously, we are still shackled in our thoughts, more or less, by the fact that Christ planted the seed of organized Christianity in adult lives. This was so from the necessity of the case. And while we are sure that our Master never intended to perpetuate his Kingdom simply in adult hearts, yet we too often try to give our children food so mature that they cannot digest it. I have a friend who is a specialist in poultry raising, and he grades and classifies his broods, with separate rooms for each class.

The mother hen cares for the little chicks in still

another separate house, and the food for all these grades differs both in quantity and quality. In one room in the great storehouse there is bran, chopped feed, charcoal, fine shells, sand, lime, corn and whatever else is needed. But the wise poultry specialist stands as a teacher between his store




house and his birds in the hennery, and most carefully looks after each chicken, feeding it with food best adapted to it. You ask the superficial question, does it pay? While ordinary eggs are selling at fifteen cents a dozen, it is not possible for my friend to fill his orders for these nurtured eggs at two dollars a dozen.

At best this is only a material illustration of the immeasurable work and the unparalleled importance of Christian nurture. And the teacher in the pulpit, in the home, in the Bible-school, in the church must realize anew the urgency of our cause and never stop or falter until we accomplish that which God has entrusted to us as teachers. Our text-book is an exhaustless storehouse, and it is high time for moral and spiritual leaders to awake, for the day of more systematic Christian




nuture it at hand.




our




Our problem, in its last analysis, is one of feeding. The impassioned speech of Dr. Jefferson at the Council, "Oh, for a catechism in all churches throughout the world," is a far cry and we do well to heed it. Let us not forget that even a sixteenth century catechism with its philosophical setting and theological phrasing has exercised and developed the minds of children for two hundred years with vast and far-reaching benefit.

If the old catechism has been left behind, it is only the shell and not the meat. In an up-to-date way the great truths of God must be taught to our children, else moral and spiritual teaching will fall behind in the intense struggle of the new century. It is our trust, sacredly given to us, to give to the children of the twentieth century that efficient and sufficient Christian nurture, the outlines of which Bushnell so clearly saw in the middle of the present century.

And while we may not expect a return of the old-time idea of a pastor and teacher, we do most earnestly urge on all our churches that our youth shall be trained thoroughly in moral, ethical and spiritual truth. And this in a most practical and




vital manner.




The great battles on oriental seas and on occidental islands within the past eighteen months were really won at the naval or military academy. The still greater spiritual conflict of the world's people in the dawning century comes to our ears with a solemn and yet an inspiring cadence, telling us that the family altar, the Bible school, the pastor's classes of boys and girls are God's academies for spiritual nurture and discipline for world-saving armies of our triumphant Leader and King. The child is not a little man simply waiting for years to make him large and beneficent; the child is a possible man, undeveloped, in the home and church nest, and how potent and serviceable he will become will depend on how prayerfully and wisely he is nested, nourished and nurtured by the Christian church and home. JOHN A. STEMEN.
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A Wisconsin Parson in Chicago. the denomination abroad. The Council was a




The writer, not having had a vacation in four years, thinking of a dozen relatives in the great city at the head of Lake Michigan, also of the many attractions therein, quite different from those of the northern woodlands of this great state, found himself, on Oct. 5, in the midst of the crowd, "a chiel amang 'em, takin' notes."

The autumn festival was on, and Chicago Day, i. e., the anniversary of the great fire of '71, was approaching. So, also was the president, to lay the corner stone of the new postoffice building whose steel frame-work already stands on the site of the old structure.

People innumerable, to the right and left! Added to the 1,800,000 of the regular population, were at least a million of visitors, making a crowd containing some 800,000 more than all the people in the state of Wisconsin at the last census!

Well, when the parades were well over, and the railways had gathered in their autumnal harvest, we were inclined to ask what all the fuss had amounted to, except as a patriotic demonstration. And yet the same people would likely go again at the risk of being trampled underfoot. But the weather was fine all that holiday week. The city was in her best mood and attire, and the vast crowd was well-behaved and made up of first-class people; such, of course, being either native or adopted American citizens.

But there were other things to see besides presidents, and bunting and electric lights. A country pastor would be likely to enquire after the religious functions to be seen and heard.

We had hoped to hear Moody, and went to Dr. Henson's church for that purpose, but the champion evangelist found he could not speak a loud word and left for the east on the 6th.

The Chicago Association met at West Pullman on the 10th, and we were glad to be present to see and hear some whom we had known for many years.

We counted more than a score of gray heads present, showing that the years leave their mark in city even more than in country.

Dr. Caverno spoke of Ingersoll and his influence. But the subject was considered a by-gone and not worth any special discussion.

A good deal of interest was shown on the subject of Creeds. The conclusion seemed to be that,

while there should be some sort of statement of belief, yet such statement should be as brief as possible. Some favored the simple Apostles' Creed for our churches.

Passing by a visit to the University, and Field museum, we found ourselves on the 16th at the Monday Congregational ministers' meeting at the Y. M. C. A. hall.

The time was mainly taken by reports from the Boston Council and the American Board meeting

that followed at Providence.

The unity and fraternity of the delegates was marked and was a token of the fellowship in




memorable occasion.




dential chair, because of the recent death of Dr. The Providence meeting revealed a vacant presiLamson. Mr. Capen, of Boston, a layman, was is thought, will be of no little value to the Board. elected to that position, whose business talent, it

The Board is largely in debt-to the amount shown. Nineteen young men were present, ready of $88,000, yet there was a very hopeful spirit which to send them forth. to go on missions. But there were no funds with

The writer attended several of the lectures at the Moody Bible Institute, and heard some of the reports from the 200 students as to the personal or missionary work done in the city, especially on the Sabbath.

The aim is to combine the study of the English Bible, with practical hand-to-hand gospel work. Much good is done through the Institute.

The Pacific Garden mission was another point of special interest. Meetings are held there every night the year round. The saintly Mrs. Clark is still present every night, and souls are converted at every meeting. The roar of the elevated cars and the other lines close by does not prevent the presence and the converting power of the Spirit, and sing. As in years gone by, gamblers and nor entirely drown the voices of those who speak drunkards and thieves are there brought to Christ. On the whole, it was the most interesting spot visited by your correspondent.




EDWIN N. ANDREWS.




A New Milwaukee Church Building.

The North Side church of Milwaukee expects soon to occupy its new building, a cut of which appears on the first page of this paper. The part spanned by the gable at the left is the chapel, which was built in 1893, and has done good service for six years.

The main building now being erected consists of audience room and basement. It is 48x53 feet and will seat about three hundred and twenty. Folding doors opening into the former chapel increase the capacity. The pulpit and choir are situated in one corner, and the seats are to be cireular. The ceiling is finished into the roof with plaster, the principal rafters being exposed. There are two entrances, both on Lee street, one through the tower, the other through a porch and entry leading to the audience-room on one side, and the parlor and prayer-room on the other. The social rooms which also may be used for Sunday-school, are in the basement, to which access is had from the tower on the west and by a stairway from the entry, opposite the parlor, on the east. basement is well lighted, being but partly below ground, and, besides a room fifty feet long, has a kitchen, pantry, toilet room and store room.




The




It is not expected that the basement will be finished at present. Even with many things to be done before every thing is complete, the church is thankful and to be congratulated that, after so long waiting and in spite of so many obstacles, it ing in which it may hope to labor more courais so near the possession of a commodious buildgeously and effectually.
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I have received several letters asking about our work in this section of the state, to be used in Home Missionary meetings; so I thought it would be well to write a short account of it for Our Church Life; then all could use it who wished. Paul and Barnabas rehearsed to the church what God had done with them, so it is certainly according to Scripture: Acts xiv:27.

It is wonderful how the providential hand of God will guide, where work is needed. A year ago last March I heard that some families that I had known years ago in the southern part of the state had moved to a new settlement in the north western part of Taylor Co., on the Jump river, and had neither preaching nor Sunday-school. So last November I started to go there; but the road was so muddy and long that I could not get there at that time on account of other pointments, but found two other places that were very needy, one a settlement, also on the Jump river in Chippewa Co., of about twenty families isolated from others, (post office Fern) in a little log house, getting their mail from Chippewa Falls, forty-six miles away, twice a week. Some had been there fifteen years, and only one sermon had been preached in the neighborhood, and that ten years ago; so I preached the second. The other place was on the Chippewa river, where only an occasional sermon had been preached during twenty-five years.

Last February I visited these places again, and also went to the upper settlement and preached the first sermon and organized a Sunday-school. In July we held tent meetings in the Chippewa settlement (Post Office Martin, twenty-three miles north of Cadott) and some were converted; one, , a man who was considered the worst in the neighborhood, which shows that the gospel is still the power of God to every one that believeth. Rom. I-16. Ten adults signed a paper expressing their acceptance of Christ and desiring to be formed into a Congregational Church.

I also held tent meetings at Cox, on the Yellow river, in August, with good results. I visited all the above fields three weeks ago, and found them getting along well, sustaining prayer-meetings and Sunday-schools. In making this trip. I drove over two hundred and fifty miles with my team. If the Lord will, I will go and see them again next winter, as all the preaching they have is what I give them. In the above journey I went to two new places and organized Home department schools; at Flambeau, where nearly all the inhabitants are French and Indians, and at Colburn, on the Yellow river. I consider this section of the State an exceedingly needy, open, inviting, encouraging field; the "harvest plenteous and laborers few." Last year we organized three new churches in Clark Co., so I preach to them and at Curtiss about once in two weeks. Bro. Longenecker preached for the two




churches near Neillsville while I was away holding tent meetings, also Miss Helen Oleson, of Curtiss, who has been at Moody school for some time.

I hope that the readers of Our Church Life will pray for a larger outpouring of the Spirit, that others may be converted and God's people edified.




(Continued from Page 3).




pression, while his suggestions of reform are apt to be of the visionary and impracticable character which provokes contempt. If there be a particularly specious political or economic fad rampant in the community, he is very likely to get entangled in it. He rarely attends a caucus, never appears in a party convention save to open the proceedings with prayer, and often neglects to vote until personally solicited to do so. He is commonly not a welcome member of social clubs, or altogether at ease in a circle of business men. A titular leader of men and a professional instructor in righteousness, the average minister of today is much inclined to keep aloof from every-day affairs, and to hold out for emulation a type of character which few healthy human beings can find attractive or even tolerable. In short, he is out of touch with life, aside from the stream of daily struggle and need, in the world but not of it."

And this as to ministerial training:

"Taking the field as a whole, no educational curriculum now in force is so admirably devised to fit men for life as it is not, as the curriculum of most theological schools. Upon young men, most of whom have little more than the rudiments of education, and who are systematically pauperized by free scholarships and free tuition, there is imposed, as sufficient equipment for religious leadership, a course of study mainly compounded of Greek, Hebrew, dogmatic theology, church history, and homiletics, conducted chiefly through the medium of formal lectures, and strewn with preaching exercises, missionary exhortations and prayer meetings. If, perchance, the student have convictions when he enters, the chances are many that he will come out either a hopeless bigot or a dreary skeptic, or, at best, with a theory of things which, however valuable for some other time or place, is of no practical consequence here and now. No wonder that the victims of such a mistaken process go forth to their work destitute of sourd intellectual equipment and trained habit of thought, but with exaggerated notions of their professional importance and an almost ineradicable obliquity of social vision.




* *




The theological education of generations ago fitted the minister for his work because it was in accord with the spirit and demand of the time. The theological education of the present day, with few exceptions, leaves the minister stranded, a helpless mass in a dreary waste, because it has given him nothing that he can use."









[image: [blocks in formation]]


*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR Church Life, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as




above.




Entered at the post office at Menasha, Wisconsin, as second class matter, February 27, 1899.
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Editorial Briefs

"This is my opportunity!

I stand, O God, twixt these and Thee; 
Grant me Thy light that I may know 
How best the seeds of truth to sow. 
The weary man, the little child, 
The vigorous youth, the mother mild, 
Lift up their eyes and wait for me; 
What shall I say to them for Thee? 


Give me Thy message now; not mine 
The words they need, but only Thine, 
O Lord, these people wait for Thee 
Thine is this opportunity. 


From "Minister's Sunday Morning," by F. M.
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Mean while our sixth year opens with profound gratitude on our part, for the consideration, patience and enlarging patronage of the Wisconsin Congregational churches and pastors; and whatever changes may appear in management or method we shall "thank God and take courage."




A church item, just arrived, humorously-if not sadly-remarks that in that parish a prayermeeting cannot be sustained because there is "nobody that can pray worth a cent." We call to mind two gentlemen of olden time, one of whom seemed to be in like situation, but who nevertheless prayed as best he could and "went down to his house justified;" while the other, who assumed to pray a large number of dollars worth, but did not smite upon his breast and say, "God be merciful to me a sinner," found no answer but the recoil of his own conceit.
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CHEERING NOTES.




"I didn't believe in Wisconsin's being a paper state. Hope you will get $20,000. I will give more if needed." Volunteered by one of our generous laymen who had already pledged for the current year one of the largest individual gifts ever made to the society.

"If it could be used to help the home work in our state, I would be only too glad to give a piece of land I own." (160 acres in South Dakota) "I wanted to give money but I have been so situated that I could not do this. I love the mis

sionary work anywhere, and I felt that our becoming independent as a state is a step in the right direction."

The Presbyterians came to their general assembly in Minneapolis with all of the debts of their Missionary Boards, but one, paid, and with $20,000 in the treasury of one, and $3,000 in that of another.

The Freedmen's Board reported a debt of $40,000 which, in response to telegrams to home churches and other efforts, was wiped out before the close of the assembly, leaving the Presbyterian body, in all its mission Boards, free from debt for the first time in twenty-five years. Hallelujah! Presbyterian bodies are said to furnish onefourth of all the money expended for foreign missions.
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It was voted hereafter to hold our annual meeting at a separate time and place, instead of in connection with the State Convention. The next annual meeting will be held in April, at the Grand Avenue Congregational church, Milwau




kee.




It was noteworthy that all our branch officers were fin Madison, and all but two of our district secretaries. May the influence of the annual meeting of the W. B. M. I. be felt throughout the length and breadth of our state, and inspire us to greater activity in saving the world for Christ.




Our treasurer reports $6.173.00 raised the past year. This represents a multitude of givers, and we trust these all and many more may be incited to larger giving the coming year. Six thousand five hundred dollars is our apportionment. Can we not reach it?




The Y. P. S. C. E. societies of Wisconsin have done nobly the past year, raising their apportionment. Let all the societies of our Congregational churches fall into line the coming year. Now is the time to subscribe for "Mission Studies." Do you take it? If not, will you?

The following societies have responded to the request for $1.00 to CHILDREN'S WORK: Whitewater.. Sunday-school, Milton Sunday-school, Madison Sunday-school, Token Sunday-school, Baraboo Sunday-school, Milwaukee North Side Sunday school, Clinton (Busy Bees), Hayward J. C. E., Necedah J. C. E., Madison J. C. E. Endeavor J. C. E., Milwaukee Pilgrim J. C. E., West Salem J. C. E., Oconomowoc C. E.




$211.70 25.11
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Annual Meeting W. B. M. I.

The recent annual meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior was one of marked interest. More than two hundred delegates, representing ten states, and about one hundred visitors were in attendance and, from the opening session on Tuesday afternoon to the closing exercises of Thursday afternoon, the interest in the main objects of the convention was unabated. The presence of so many missionaries from foreign lands made a deep impression upon those who heard their words of encouragement in regard to the work committed to their care.

While the first session was principally for the transaction of business, it was made of special interest by a children's meeting, presided over by Mrs. Vail, of La Grange, Ill., and, as the programme indicates, several returned missionaries spoke of the homes and habits of children beyond the seas, in far-away lands.

In the evening a more formal session was opened by Rev.




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. E. G. Updike, in a responsive service, followed by Mrs.
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Chas. K. Adams, who gave a few words of hearty welcome. By a systematic arrangement of delegations by states, it was an easy matter to locate one's special friends; and on Wednesday morning the church presented a most attractive appearance, decorated with palms and smilax, while various maps were conveniently arranged for geographical information.

The report of the treasurer, Mrs. Leake, was a marked feature of this session, and a general expression of satisfaction followed the statement that the sum of $80,000 had come into the treasury during the past year-not without much labor, but that labor had been blessed of God.

Miss Wingate, secretary of the board, made a full report from the various state departments, suggesting that the present war in Africa might open up that country still more for missionary work.

"Mission Studies" were reported on by Mrs. Brunner, St. Louis.

The address of Miss Willard, of Marsovan, Turkey, was of peculiar interest, giving a sketch of the girls' school, with which she is connected, and of the place itself.

Miss Barrows had been for twenty-five years in Japan, and had found that women are preeminently successful in missionary work. Mrs. Humphrey and Miss Mary Page Wright read excellent papers on practical subjects.

On Wednesday evening, Dr. J. L. Barton, secretary of the American Board, gave to an attentive audience a fine address on "The Message of the Century." He reviewed, from a missionary standpoint, the progress of the last one hundred years, noting the spread of the English language, the advancement in the condition of women, the results of science and invention in promoting civilization, and the increase of wealth among Christian people in Christian lands. In closing, Dr. Barton said: "The messsage of the century is of the grandest opportunity the world has ever known for bringing the nations of the world to Christ."

On Thursday morning it was decided to accept an invitation from the church of Kenwood, South Chicago, to hold the next annual meeting with them. The election of officers for the coming year resulted in a continuance of the same official relations that have proved so satisfactory in the past. In considering the work for the coming year it was decided,









after a vigorous discussion, to raise the same amount as was raised last year, viz: $80,000.

Several addresses were made in the afternoon by the missionaries present, who gave in few words some very interesting points for the consideration of the large and attentive audience.

Two pleasant receptions were given to the delegates and their friends, one by the ladies of the Congregational church, and one on Thursday evening at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Adams.

In closing the sessions of this thirty-first meeting of the Board, its able president, Mrs Moses Smith, of Chicago, made some very impressive remarks, calling attention to the fact that the past year was one of unusual financial and spiritual blessing, and that as on a blank page the record of the coming year is to be written. "What shall that record show of work for Christ?"




Obituary.




MRS. SARAH KENNEY, wife of Isaac F. Kenney, of Printice, Wis., died Sunday, Sept. 24, of cancer, after great suffering, and was buried a few days' later at Chippewa Falls, the home of her parents, Pastor A. A. Martin, of Prentice, conducting the funeral service

Mrs. Kenney was born in New Brunswick, Jan. 5, 1855, and has lived in Wisconsin sixteen years, eight of them at Prentice. She was a conscientious. noble Christian woman. Tnose who knew her were made better by her example and their confidence in her sincerity. The temperance, civic, religious and social societies in which she moved, sustain great loss in her death. The church and community are alike bereaved with her household.

MISS MABEL BEAUMONT ROUNTREE, daughter of James C. and Mary Beaumont Rountree, of Rochester, a student in the Junior class at Beloit College, died Oct. 5, of hemorrhagic malarial fever, aged 21. Her burial service, conducted by Prof. Porter, of Beloit, and her pastor, Dr. J. F. Eaton, was held at Rochester, where she had been a valued member of the Congregational church and an academy student. The services were largely attended by devoted friends from near and far. She is said to have been a character of rare loveliness and faithfulness. It is on record that "whatever came to pass, at home or in school, they knew Mabel would do right. It could not be but their hearts shonld be bowed down heavily by her early death. Her genial disposition, pleasant manners, thoughtfulness for others, simplicity, sincerity, purity of mind and soul, made her delightful to her many relatives, and a general favorite wherever she was known. All Beloit college was deeply moyed during her sickness. Her quiet, unselfish, faithful life had so impressed itself upon them that all felt a precious soul was gliding from them."

MR. FRANK J. YOUNG, a soldier of the Puerto Rico campaign, a graduate of Ashland Academy and a student of Ripon college-class of 1901-died at Ashland, Sept. 29. His army experiences resulted in a fatal malady. He returned to college hoping to overcome it, but his health gradually failed. He was highly regarded as a student and friend. and was an ac tive member of the Ripon Endeavor society. Mr. Young's brother, Mr. A. H. Yonng, of the Ripon class of '98 is a member of the middle class, Chicago Seminary.




Personal.




Rev. Dr. Edwin M. Hill (Beloit class of '76) of Montreal, has recently been visiting Wisconsin friends, and preached for Dr. Leavitt, Oct. 15.

Rev. and Mrs. O. L. Robinson, of Baraboo, welcome a son, born Oct. 26.

Rev. Q. L. Dowd, formerly of Kaukauna, now of Winnetka, Ill., who still retains warm interest in Wisconsin affairs, and attended this season the retreat at the Salmon resort, Madeline Island, has just been entertaining a meeting of the North Side Fellowship of Congregational churches, in which Drs. David Beaton, Sturtevant, Loba and others took part.

Rev. Wm. Haughton writes from Viroqua with this month's contribution of his ever welcome poesy: "If you are not growing weary of my feeble utterances in song, which I almost fear, accept them for future use, but do as you think best. I know you will soon receive my last offering for the good and faithful little helper, Our Church Life.

Pastor White, of Menomonie, who has lately been maligned by some one's error as having "resigned after a nine years' pastorate," pleasantly writes to a friend, who sends regrets: "I am resigned to stay. No other kind of resignation known here. Thanks for regrets, Yours-."

The Platteville Journal, of Oct. 13, prints in full a remarkable sermon preached by Rev. C. A. Wight, in which he fully expounds the theory, methods and explanations of the current phenomena of Hypnotism, with suggestions as to its use and abuse, and a discussion of its probable relation to Mindcure, Faith-cure and Christian Science. It is an able discus




.
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sion. We fear Brother Wight suspects that the editors of Our Church Life were hypnotized into making some unfortunate errors in the typography of his editorial. We shall try to keep more widely awake hereafter.

Rev. Geo. R. Merrill, D. D., of Leavitt St. church, Chicago, is asked to take the Home Missionary superintendency of Minnesota, in place of Rev. J. H. Morley, who has ably held the place for many years.




Dedication at Medford.




This church, but a little over a year old, dedicated its fine new building October 29. with the aid of Father Alberoni Kidder, Superintendent Haun and Secretary Carter. The building is attractive and commodious, modeled after the plan of the church donated to Nekoosa (See files of Our Church Life and annual minutes) and cost about $3,000. With the aid of the C. C. B. S., the efficient Ladies' Auxiliary of the home church, and the amount raised in connection with the dedication, the wise and energetic pastor has succeeded beyond the expectations of most, so that a comparatively small amount remains to be provided for before the aid of the Building society is available to cancel last bills.

The Friday evening preceding the dedication, the ladies gave a banquet, largely attended, at which toasts were responded to by representatives from the ladies and others of home talent, besides speakers from abroad as indicated below.

Fine music was furnished by orchestra and choir both Friday evening and Sunday.

Mrs. E. J. Schwellenbach, of Oconomowoc, added much to the pleasure and profit of the occasions by her rich, strong vocal solos.

The room was attractively decorated with festoons of ground pine, delicate crepe paper and beautiful bouquets, heightened in effect by the electric lights and the elegant candelebra adorning the banquet tables.

The toasts and after-dinner program were as follows: 
Toast Master, Rev. J. E. Sarles. 





Solo-Mrs. Edward Dake.

Congregationalism-Rev. H. W. Carter, Beloit, Wis. 
Ministerial Reminiscences-Rev. F. W. DeLap. 


Soprano Solo-Mrs. E. J. Schwellenbach, Oconomowoc, Wis.

The Legal Profession-Mr. M. A. Buckley.

Sunshine-Miss Agnes Bowen.




The Minister as a Man-Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Eau Claire, Wis. 
Orchestral Number-Hobbs' Orchestra. 
The Gentlemen-Mrs. Thaxter Shaw. 
Our City-Rev. J. E. Sarles. 


The Pioneer Minister-Rev. Alberoni Kidder, Eau Claire, Wis.

Pastor and people-are to be congratulated upon this culmination of a year's work, and their improved facilities for doing the Lord's business.

At the dedication service the program ran: "Call to Woship," the pastor; Invocation, Rev. A. Kidder; Responsive reading, Rev. A. A. Martin; Sermon, Secretary H. W. Carter, D. D.; Solo, "The Holy City," Mrs. E. J. Schwellenbach; Financial statement, Secretary Carter; Act of dedication, pastor and congregation; Prayer of Dedication, Rev. Geo. C. Haun; Benediction, Rev. A. Kidder.




Ministerial Movements.

COTTON, REV. HARRY A., Park Rapids, Minn., accepts call to Williams Bay and North Walworth.

CHALLINOR, REV. C. JOHN, accepts call from Hazel Green to Mount Zion and its region.

CHAMBERS, Rev. George R., of Genessee, accepts call to Shullsburg.

CHANDLER, REV. WATSON H., of Wheaton, Ill., accepts call to Clintonville.

FUESSLE, REV. C. A., of South Milwaukee German church, accepts English work with United Evangelical church of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

HARRIS, REV. EDWARD A., has resigned at Shullsburg, and accepted call and begun work at Humboldt, Iowa.

HELMUTH, Rev. J. W., of Palmyra, accepts call to Mazom;




anie.
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Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. Carter, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. Wight. 
                                             Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. 





Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater.




District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. Executive Committee, REV. G. K. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB. C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S T. KIidder, REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, Rev. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD.




Financial Statement for October.




CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Clinton, $27.75; Delevan, $16.66; Depere, $9; Eagle River, $3; Boys' Missionary society, Eagle River, $2; Fond du Lac, $54 30; Iron River, $10; Kenosha, $5; Mt. Zion, $1.18; Prentice, $3.50; Spring Valley, $7.40; Stockbridge, $10; Stoughton, $19.80; Two Creeks, $2; Two Rivers, $3; West Superior Pilgrim, $56.85; Wheaton, $2.50. Total...




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




Rev. F. N. Dexter, New Londón,.............................




.$238.94




5.00
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Iron River, Wis., October 9, 1899. Dear Brother Carter:Yours received with receipt inclosed. I took a collection for Home Missions yesterday after the morning service. I did not preach a missiouary sermon, but there was $83.35 subscribed. How was it done? Well, I prayed to God for Home Missions and then told the people, in a few words, just what I wanted and what I wanted it for. I think that we shall be able to make it an even hundred dollars, for there are several whom I have not seen and who will be glad to do something for the work.

My heart has been singing coronation all day, and Iron River is dearer than ever before to me. This money will be paid in during the year and I shall remit quarterly, as it is collected. I believe, my brother, that the churches can do all that is asked of them if they will only pray God for great things and then go and talk to the people.

I was talking to Mrs. Clark while they were passing the paper, and she suggested that $50 would be a great thing for the church. I told her that I felt so, too, but that I had asked God for greater things, and believed we should get a hundred. God bless Wisconsin and prosper you.




LEE A. BRINK.
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If you wish, the tables will show you the names of the churches that reached, or exceeded, the quota as aimed at last year-twenty-six in all, seven of them only technically failing. You may be interested to look up the twenty-eight churches that made no gift through our treasury last year, twenty-one of them having a zero for every department, and four of these having that blank record for three years at least.

We should be glad to make a few remarks to each of the twenty-eight, but presumably they do not read the Church




Life, or other literature bearing on our state or other missionary work.




The church that reports something from every department has a specially honorable record, whatever the sum total.

Re-emphasize for yourself and your people that selfsupport for the entire stat is not a future undertaking but a present year experience. We are actually selfsupporting as far as we go, and the only alternative is to diminish expenditures for inissionary work or to increase resources for it. See statements and suggestions in the last issue, especially the need of 50 per cent increase in total receipts and the beginning right away.




Some Interesting Home Missionary Fields.

DISTRICT MISSIONARY F. N. DEXTER.




Since my last report in Our Church Life, it has been my privilege to visit several very interesting Home Missionary fields, of which I wish to write.

WILLIAMS BAY AND NORTH WALWORTH.

The last part of August I visited these fields. About three years ago I helped organize Williams Bay church This village is beautifully situated on Geneva Labe, and is famous for being the site of Yerkes Observatory of Chicago University. The village is growing. Many wealthy Chicago people have summer homes here.

Camp Collie, and the Y. M. C. A. Camp are near here. For three years Kev. M. N. Clark, of Walworth, has ministered here, but the growth of the work in Walworth and in Fontana has made it necessary for him to drop this point.

For many years the Venerable Doctor Collie has preached in North Walworth. His advancing years make it necessary for him to be free from the burden of a pastorate. Your Missionary visited these two points, about four miles apart, and with Dr. Collie's assistance arranged for a new field out of these two pastorless churches. Rev. H. A. Cotton was invited to visit the field, and he was called, and accepted the pastorate of these important points. S this field is happily working and the Gospel is being preached.




LYNXVILLE.




From the field mentioned above. I went directly to Lynxville, a village on the Mississippi River, in Crawford cou. ty. Here Mr. A. R. Rice, a student in Beloit, supplied during the summer preaching also in Eastman. He was an earnest and successful worker. There were twelve persons who were led by his ministry to wish to join the church. I was sent for to baptize the candidates and to receive them into the church. I heard our young brother's closing sermon. On all sides I heard regrets that he must leave. Lynxville church needs a pastor. It is the center of a very large region tributary to it without a resident protestant minister. The people are poor; the field is wide; the labor is severe; the salary small. Who will take up his cross and go to preach in this needy field? Your missionary can only give them an occasional service. He and Secretary Carter are earnestly looking for God's man for this field.




MT. ZION, POLLER, PLATTE.




These points, in Grant county, next called for the district missionary. I found a large population, among the hills and the valleys, of earnest people, left pastorless by the removal of Brother Bennett to Hazel Green. In most of this field the work is new, and the church membership small. If the work was to be kept up, the society must generously support it. Would it be wise to drop two or three points and have Mt. Zion join some other field, and have an occasional service as an outstation? To answer this question the visit was made. Brethren, could you have seen the large congregations at each of these points, and heard their earnest pleas not to be left without the preaching of the Gospel, you would have felt as I did, viz: That it would be sin to leave this field, so large in territory and in opportunity, without a minister. So arrangements were made to have Rev. J. C. Challinor visit them. It was a foreordained conclusion. He was evidently the man for the place. He has gone to work on the field. The society will aid in his support.




EAU CLAIRE SECOND CHURCH.




Then Eau Claire Second church called for help. There was a very burdensome debt to be raised, and a pastorless congregation to be cheered. About seven hundred dollars must be provided, and then the church could go forward and become









self-supporting. The H. M. S. promised to give $100, pro vided the whole amount were raised. It was raised in a hurry! Brother (I'll not call him Doctor here) Frizzell, of the First church, got his broad shoulders under that debt, and inless than a week he was calling for that $100. The Second church did nobly. The Mother Church, the old First, with the brotherly pastor, opened her heart and purse strings, "It warmed the cockles of me heart" to see how the brethren of the First, helped and loved the brethren of the Second. Brother Frizzell did the thing so quietly that really I can't tell how it was done. But it's done!

What a magnificent field the Second church has! What an earnest, responsive, hard working congregation gathers there! Eau Claire people are folks one can really love. The church building was built under Brother Payne's pastorate and is admirably adapted for institutional methods. Here is an unusually good opportunity for a man with the right talent to work and sacrifice with a church of like spirit, and do much for the Kingdom.

STEUBEN, HARRIS RIDGE, Maple Ridge.

Brother A. W. Cook is the acting pastor of these churches in the lower Kickapoo Valley, in Crawford county. A little over a year ago, under his efficient leadership, a fine church building was erected on Maple Ridge, without any Building Society aid, and dedicated free of debt. Then Brother Cook began the same work in Steuben. They have a fine $1,500 house of worship built, and ready for dedication. They are to have $300 from the C. B. S. About $400 more must be raised yet to secure the grant. At present we are working at that problem. The dedication is set for Nov. 5. We have held meetings in Maple Ridge, from Oct. 15 to 22, in Harris Ridge from Oct 22 to 29, and in Steuben from Oct. 29 to Nov. 5. Of the results you will hear later.

Exchanges and Reviews.




PAMPHLETS.




Two more valuable memoranda from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission have just been sent out.

I. The list of books included in a "Traveling Reference Library on United States History for Study Clubs," established by Mr. Joseph Dessert, of Mosinee. There is added for each period of national progress, with careful sub topics, an admirable list of volumes for collateral reading, and extensive magazine references to the articles that have marked our American magazines with large historical significance during the last decade.

II. Suggestions for bulletins for birthdays and anniversaries, especially for making library and school work attractive to the young, along literary lines, with hints as to the procur ing of cheap pictures. A large Thauksgiving Day reading list is included.




THE AMERICAN CONGREGATIONAL ASSOCIATION, in its new home, an elegantly illustrated description of the new Congregational house, Boston, with 23 fine plates, a sketch of the organization and the dedicatory exercises in full.-Boston, Thomas Todd, Printer.

THE ORIGIN OF SIN, and The True System of the Universe, is a somewhat bold title of a theological discussion in pamphlet form by C. E. Marsh, Lawn Ridge, Ill., price 20 cents. "The Great Reconciliation," by the same author, is a review of the Atonement of Jesus Christ. Price 15 cents. Mr. Marsh is a Congregational pastor.




EXCHANGES.




THE DIOCESE OF FOND DU LAC is issuing as supplements an occasional sermon like that by Bishop W. E. McLaren, of Chicago, in the Fond du Lac Cathedral, April, 1899, on the Grace Conferred in the Laying on of Hands. Also full-page detached half-tone views of various parts of the cathedral, diocesan churches, etc.

THE BIBLICAL WORLD, for November, editorially emphasizes the need of the historical study of the Bible, and urges examinations in Sunday-school, suggesting practical methods. Important articles are "Nehemiah and his Work," by Prof. Nathaniel Schmidt, Ph. D.; "The Hebrew Ideal of Holiness," by Rev. John P. Peters, Ph. D., D. D.; "The Spiritual Opportunity of the Sunday-school," by Rev. Amory H. Bradford, D. D.; "The Conduct of the Adult Bible Class," by Shailer Mathews. The vexed problem of the Sunday-school teacher's meeting finds many hints for solution in the Biblical World. Every superintendent should have it. University of Chicago Press. $2 per year.

THE KODAK, of Downer-Milwaukee College, which is issued four months in the year, is a credit to the institution in every way. We have gleaned therefrom a number of interesting notes in another column, under the head "Educational Notes."

THE CHURCH ECONOMIST, for November, has an account of the new Gridley Chapel, at Beloit, contributed by its founder, Wm. B. Strong. It has also hints on modern church problems by leading preachers of Great Britian.




THE LIVING AGE, which recently reprinted from the Nineteenth Century a caustic criticism of the Women's Congress, written by a woman, presents the other side in its issue for Nov. 4, in an article written for the Nineteenth Century by Fannie H. Gaffney, president of the American Woman's Council.

Lovers of music will find Mr. Keeton's account of Glinka, the Father of Russian Opera, in the Living Age for Nov. 18, an article of fresh and unique interest.




In the November LADIES' HOME JOURNAL the Rev. Charles M. Shelden emphasizes the teachings of his famous book, "In His Steps," asking and answering the question, "Is Christianity Practical in Worldly Affairs?" Sir Henry Irving writes on "The Study of Shakespeare in Small Communities," lan Maclaren on "The Mutineer in the Church," and Franklin Fyles on "How a Play is Written." "The Anecdotal Side of Robert E. Lee" and "How the Next Census Will be Taken" are interesting features. "Those Stately Homes of Old Virginia" and "The New American Girls" (Porto Ri.an) are the interesting pictorial features. Every phase of home life and home work are considered in the November Journal. By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar per year; ten cents per copy.

The College man's number of THE SATURDAY EVENING POST (of Philadelphia) though planned primarily to appeal to uni-, versity men, past and present, will interest all who care for the short story at its best. Charles Macomb Flandrau (author of Harvard Episodes) contributes "Prince Protococoff and the Press Club," an irresistibly funny episode of Cambridge life. Jesse Lynch Williams (author of Princton Stories and The Stolen Story) chronicles "The Great College-Circus Fight" between Princton students and a passing Wild-West Show; and Arthur Hobson Quinn (author of Pennsylvania Stories) tells the story "The Last Five Yards."

Among other contributors to the number are President Benjamin Ide Wheeler, who discusses the regulation of college athletics; Thomas Wentworth Higginson, who describes the college life of our grandfathers, and President Nathaniel Butler, of Colby College.

OTHER EXCHANGES: The Motor (W. C. T. U.), Madison; Wisconsin Christian Advocate (M. E.) Oshkosh; Wisconsin Baptist, Wauwatosa; The Clayworker, Indianapolis, Ind., The Round Table, Beloit; The College Days, Ripon; The Northwestern Mail, Madison; The Northwestern Congregationalist, Minneapolis; The Nebraska Congregational News, Lincoln, Neb.; Public Libraries, Chicago; The Commons, Chicago.




To the Churches and Friends of Christian Education in Wisconsin.

Those who have read the August "Church Life" or were at the West Superior Convention already know of the "New The Step" in the work of Christian Education in our State. plan is to make but one appeal for the work, to have our gifts to the Congregational Education Society provide for our three Academies, Rochester, Endeavor and Ashland, to have all the gifts to the Academies credited to the Education Society and to raise as much for the "New West" work and "Student Help" as before. To further this plan, the Education Society has voted to appropriate for the present school year, beginning Sept. 1st, 1899, to Rochester Academy, $800, Endeavor, $600, Ashland, $1200, in all $2600, provided the grants be raised in the State by the Western Secretary of the Society and the friends of the Academies.

Our Congregational Educational work in the State comprises three colleges, Beloit, Ripon and Milwaukee-Downer, and six Academies. Three of these Academies are in connection with colleges. Beloit, for boys, Milwaukee-Downer, for girls, and Ripon for boys and girls. The other three admit both boys and girls, are unendowed, have no strong corporation back of them and have important fields. Rochester Academy in southeast Wisconsin is in a farming region, has a faculty of four college graduates, sent out a class of 16 last Endeavor June, and was run last year on a budget of $2400. Academy, under Rev. R. L. Cheney's wise care, has three teachers and an expense account of $850. It has had 15 graduates and five are away in college. The property of the Academy is increasing in value with the rapid building up of the village about the school and the sale of Academy lots has already done much to lessen the indebtedness. It has a fine loyal community about it. Ashland, under three strong teachers, opened this fall with 30 students, many of them working their own way. Its total budget for the year is $1400. It has as its field the villages and farms of the new frontier Wisconsin and it is reaching its field under Rev. M. J. Fenenga's strong leadership. We ean commend these Academies as fitted for their work, economically managed and under wise and Christian leadership.

There are reasons for our interest in these Christian Academies.

(1) Our hope of an educated ministry is in them as it was (Continued on Page 14)
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Educational




ELEVATION OF THE COMMONPLACE.

The dismal fact is that the commonplace abounds in most lives. "The man with the hoe" counts it the commonest kind of drudgery and most degrading in character, to be digging continually; and, inasmuch as he so regards it, it becomes degrading. Merchants have been known to lament that their lives must be spent in putting up sugar and teas, in measuring off calico and ribbons, esteeming this a very con.monplace task. Even a distinguished senator, whose position was the envy of thousands, was once heard to say that he was tired of it. "It made him the chore-boy of his entire constituency."

Our social life is full of the commonplace. Receptions stiff with formality; etiquette without courtesy; greetings and condolences without sympathy. When we come to ask what even our friendships yield that is of eternal worth, we are put to it for an answer.

Marriages, also, are often very commonplace-the mere association of men and women on the ordinary plane of nature. The woman gets a provider and the man a housekeeper. If this is an exaggeration, it serves all the better to call attention to a common fact.

Does our religious life escape? Is that always as full of zest and relish as, in the nature of things, it should be? Quite the contrary; and strange as it may seem, even our material surroundings, however grand, come to seem to some commonplace. The heavens above and the earth beneath are nothing but mere sky, and sod. In the whole realm of nature, some can see nothing admirable. It has lost or it never gained its proper charm.

This is certainly not as it should be. It is not Christian. Nothing that God has made or ordained shoull be regarde l as small and cheap. There are at least four things that are essential to the elevation and dignity of the commonplace, namely: (1) The quickening of our minds to the sense of the mystery and wonder of mere existence; (2) an intelligence sufficiently informed and trained to enable us to see things in their relationships with each other and to that great system of things, which we call the Universe, of which they and we all, are a part; (3) a growing conviction of some worthy end toward which all things move; and, finally, (4) a consciousness of a person, Our Father, who inhabits His universe and is revealing Himself through its various objects and phenomena, even the smallest and meanest.

That man in whose experience these four conditions are in some good measure supplied, ha forever disposed of the commonplace in his life. It matters little what his lot or his task maybe. In every sphere he will find that which will engross his attention and call forth feelings of interest and even admiration. The least thing comes to share in the dignity of the whole and of the end to which all things look. Especially human life in all its struggles becomes a matter of unfailing and ever increasing interest. I know of no other means by which this end can be reached. Things are sure, after a whiie, to come to seem commonplace, except as in some fair degree these four conditions are realized.

How are they to be realized? There may be, of course, more than one way; but the way of Christian ed"cation is the chief. It is the glory of such an education that it supplies the conditions just enumerated and so disseminates a glory and a charm to life and to the world in which our lives are spent. It awakens and deepens the sense of the mystery of existence, it trains the mind to see things in connection with their causes and effects, it strengthens the conviction and enlarges the view of the consummation to be reached; and more than all, it begets a feeling and a perception of the Creator, the Father Almighty, who occupies. orders and transcends all things. With these Cnristian ideas dominating the mind, how can anything seem otherwise than full of worth and interest!

Indeed, this is one clear mark of the rightly educated man. He sees rich significance in everything, counting nothing that God has made as common or unclean. All of the little things of life, the familiar objects of daily observation, the homely tasks-even the irksome drudgeries are taken up into and irradiated by the glory of the great sum of things.

Paul gloried in tribulation, in infirmities, in distresses for Christ's sake, and so may we all. R. C. FLAGG.




Beloit Convention at Milton.

The semi-annual meeting of the Beloit District Convention was with the church at Milton Oct, 30 and 31st with an unThe comusually large attendance of delegates and visitors. mittee had been most happy in planning the program, and with but one exception, in the case of Mrs. H. W. Carter, who was detained by serious sickness in the family, each one rereponded to it.

The first session was given to the discussion of prayer. Rev. W. W. Sleeper's paper on the "Philosophy of Prayer" was a masterly discussion of the subject from a psychological as well as scriptural point of view, concluding that the man who did not pray was not only unchristian but unnatural and unscientific. "Public Prayer" and "Private Devotions" were presented severally by Rev. S. P. Wilder and Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt.




The discussion that followed evidenced a deep spiritual and evangelical undertone.

The discussion of "The Federation of our Missionary Societies resulted in the following resolution."

"Your Committee appointed to report concerning the wisdom of some plan of federation of our Congregational Benevolent Societies are agreed in recommending that it is wise and timely to put in operation some plan of federation, and that as a Convent on we urge the formation of such a plan. In so doing, we call attention to the fact that federation as we employ the word does not mean union. Also we do not feel called upon ourselves to formulate a plan. This can best be done by a Conference of Secretaries or other representatives of the societies. We simply advise that a consultation be recommended of such a form as may contemplate some further consolidation of the Home work, and which shall group the Annual meetings of the boards in the same place in an anniversary week." "Lessons from the International Council," were given by R. C. Dennison, Rev. C. B. Preston, Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt and Hon. J. M. Whitehead. Denominational opportunity and responsibility were particularly suggested.

The papers on "Fellowship," by Rev. G. E. Barnard, and on "Liberty," by Rev. W. M. Short were both of an exceedingly high order, the one contending for a spiritual fellowship as distinct from an organic union, and the other maintaining that the principle of liberty being within the man, rather than in conditions without, the Spirit's indwelling is necessarily essential to its fullest realization.

The discussion of Sunday school problems suggested a sense of dissatisfaction with present methods, but furnished no solution and no warrant at present for any radical change of methods.

The closing session was given to E lucation at which President Salisbury delighted the audience with a resume of the History of Education, and emphasized its at present only partially realized concept in a centering of interest in the instruction of children and in its ultimate result of fuller life in all departments of being. Prof. Tawney's paper, "The Worth of Philosophy to Christian Culture" was an intellectual feast and called attention to belief as the result of a process of reasoning and its value to Christian culture.

Three definite impressions were received by all attending the sessions, the first being a growing evangelism in the thought life of the church which is prophetic of a coming revival, the second a profound realization of the vast resources of Congregationalism in its earnest ministry, its intellectuality and brilliant scholarship, and thirdly an overwhelming sense of responsibility in the light of these facts. The convention throughout was as nearly ideal as could be expected, and is an abiding inspiration in the memory of all who attended.

Rev. H. A Cotton, Rev. Howell Davies and Rev. S. L. Unger were received into the fellowshpi of the convention. Rev. B. C. Preston was dismissed to the Mitchell Association of Iowa, and Rev. G. W. Dennis to the Superior convention of Wisconsin.

The annual meeting of the convention will be held in DelGEO. R. CHAMBERS, Scribe.




van.




Educational Notes.




The new Science Hall, at Ripon College, is rapidly rising from its foundations to its first story. It is hoped it will be well under way before winter sets in.

Prof. C. Dwight Marsh, of Ripon, is highly prized beyond his classroom sphere as president of the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters and ex-officio member of the State Scientific Survey. His summer vacation was largely spent, as are many of his term-time Saturdays, in the physical exploration of Lake Winnebago. He is one of the busiest of men, as well as a popular instructor.

Beloit was recently defeated at football by the Madison University team at Milwaukee, but will take fresh courage and try again.

Dr. Chas. Merriman (Beloit '78) is serving as U. S Consul at Brockville, Ont.

Prof. Whitney's son Albert, (Beloit '91) lately married to Miss Martha Bill, of Beloit, is instructor of Mathematics in California University.

Rev. Wm. W. Curtiss (Beloit '70) will soon return after a year's furlough, to his mission work in Japan.

Beloit will soon debate with Lake Forest.

Ripon's football team this year is winning almost uniform victories, though its recent game with Lawrence was a tie. The fellowship and courtiesies of the interview, however, were pleasantly marked.

Prof. Erickson, of Ripon, has organized a very successful elective evening class in New Testament Greek.

Prof. Lane has reorganized the Choral Union, with promise of excellent work.

Downer, Milwaukee, boasts a fine new gymnasium-waiting for equipment-in Holton Hall. Two bowling alleys, ten









nis courts and croquet grounds are also among its treasures, as well as a pipe organ in the chapel, the gift of the late Wm. P. Merrell.

In the same school-as all schools should take patternthere is established an infirmary for sick pupils, with conveniences for the sick room, a nurse and a well stocked medicine chest.

Downer has lost from its faculty Miss M. Belle Austin, for six years a favorite teacher of English Literature, but since she became Mrs. (Rev.) H. H. Jacobs (pastor of Hanover street church) the College celebrated its loss with a banquet dinner for which the College students supplied between courses, appropriate songs written for the occasion.

A bust of the late President Albee was unvailed, Sept. 4, at the Oshkosn Normal School, with impressive ceremonies.
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Friday morning-Quiet Hour, Rev. Henry S. Roblee, Kenosha. Praise service. Addresses of welcome-City, Mayor V. P Richardson; Churches, Rev. E. H. Pence, Young People, Alexander E. Matheson. Response-Dr. E. G. Updyke, Madison. Quiet Meditation and Prayer. President's Address. Solo-Miss Grace Wright. Appointment of Committees -Business, Resolutions and Nominations..

Friday afternoon -Junior Conference at Baptist churchMiss Ella Brown, Eau Claire. Praise Service. Report of Secretary. Report of Treasurer. Papers and Discussions"Strength and Weakness of the Christian Endeavor Society," Miss Caroline Fairchild, Green Bay; "The Duty of the Hour, and th Christian Voter," Finley W. Goodrich, Durand. "Prison Work," Mrs. Belle Mitchell, Appleton. Quiet Meditation and Prayer. Duet-Misses Taylor and Nott. Denominational Rallies-Led by Vice Presidents.

Friday evening-Song and Praise service, Convention chorus. Address "Foreign Missions," Robert E. Speer, New York City. Solo-Miss Mary Wilcox Reception at Y. M. C. A. Building. Y. M. C. A. Band.

Saturday morning-Quiet Hour-Rev. W. O. Carrier, Wausau. Praise Service. Reports of Superintendents. Missionary Department. Good Citiz nship. Evangelistic Department. Correspondence. Transportation. Reports of Standing Committees. Reports of Special Commit.ees. Invitations for Convention. Solo-Miss Cora Anderson. Quiet Meditation and Prayer. District Rallies, led by District Presidents.

Saturday afternoon--Junior Conference, Baptist Church, Miss Ella M. Brown. Solo-Mrs. S. B. Lewis. Open Parliament, Baptist Church-led by J. A. Rondthaler, of Chicago. Junior Rally, Mis‹ Ella M. Brown. Saturday evening-Song and Praise Service, Convention Chorus, Y. M. C. A. Band. Address-"Does God Answer Prayer?" Rev. T. T. Cresswell, Beloit. Quartet-Miss Mary Wilcox, Mrs. E. M. Hyzer, William Garbutt, George Paris; Violin-Obligato, Edward Hay. ward. Question Box-John Willis Baer, Boston.

Sunday Morning-Consecration Service, Secretary Baer. Regular Church Services. Preaching by local pastors.

Sunday afternoon-Men's Meeting at Y. M. C. A. Building. Women's Meeting at Presbyterian Church. Union Junior Meeting at Baptist Church.

Sunday evening-Meetings at Congregational and Baptist Churches. Rev. R. C. Denison aud Rev. A. C. Kempton, Preiding. Convention Chorus at Congregational Church. Y. M. C. A. Band at Baptist Church. Quartet at Baptist Church, M.s. Christine Hawley, Mrs. C. L. Clark, Frank Smith, Len Mathews. At Congregational Church, Mrs. A. O. Wilson, Mrs. S. B. Lewis, C. N. Vankirk, William Bladon. Report on Resolutions. Address-"The Wise Use of Our Opportunities," Dr. D. T. Denman, Milwaukee. Address-"A Citizen of the Kingdom," Dr. L. A. Crandall, Chicago. Solo: Miss Elizabeth Abbott, at Baptist Church; Chorus, at Congregational Church. Farewell Address, John Willis Baer. Farewell Address, Rev. W. O. Carrier.

The order of the program was carried out witnout any changes; there were no disappointments. We had Dr. Chapman and Robert E. Speer from New York, and Mr. Baer from Boston. Dr. Updyke and Rev. Mr. Carrier, the latter of Wausau, were present to lend their strength and influence to the convention. The Baptists were represented by Dr. Crandall of Chicago, and Dr. Denman of Milwaukee. About three hundred and fifty delegates and visitors registered. The meetings were very well attended. On Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings, the Congregational church was crowded to its utmost capacity, and, on Sunday evening, both the Congregational and Baptist churches were completely filled, many standing in the aisles and in the back portions of the church.

The music of the convention was a strong feature. The solos and quartets were of a high standard, and the convention chorus was admitted to be one of the best ever heard at a convention in the state of Wisconsin. The Young Men's Christian Association Band maintained its usual high standard




in the selections rendered. On Friday evening, a reception was given at the Y. M. C. A. building; at which time the building was crowded to its full capacity, in order to accomodate those who attended.

Delegates and visitors were lodged by the citizens of Janesville. Meals were served by caterer Shurtleff at "Endeavor Hotel." With some exceptions, all the delegates and visitors took their meals at this hotel,




Additional Resolutions at West Superior




ANTI-SALOON LEague.




Resolved, that we rejoice in the good work being done by the Anti-Saloon League under the efficient lead of its superintendent, Dr. Colman, and still more in the promise it gives of uniting the opponents of that arch enemy of all good, the saloon, in vigorous warfare that shall never slacken till the liquor traffic is utterly suppressed, and the people young and old have been so educated and enlightened that total abstinence shall be the universal practice of all.

We especially congratulate the League in its success in securing a law authorizing the seizure of alcoholic liquors in places prosecuted for illegal selling.

We urge all our churches to heartily co-operate with this League and all other organizations that work for the total extinction of liquor selling and drinking.




ARMY CANTEEN REGULATION.




Resolved, that our registrar is instructed in our behalf to send the following to the President of the United States: To Hon. Wm. McKinley, President of the U. S.

The convention of Congregational churches of Wisconsin, numbering two hundred and fifty-seven churches of twentytwo thousand members, assembled in annual session at West Superior, Sept. 13, 1899, do hereby respectfully call your attention to the interpretation by Attorney General Griggs of Section 17 of a recent act of congress entitled, "An act for the increase of the efficiency of the army of the U S.," in accordance with which interpretation intoxicating drinks continue to be sold in the army canteen.

We respectfully represent that in view of the clear and express language of section seventeen forbidding all sale of intoxicating drinks upon all military premises, by officers, privates and all others, and in view of the fact that members of Congress, the press without exception, and the public generally, understood that this was its purpose; we are amazed and pained at the opinion of the attorney general, and at the order of the secretary of war, which sanction these pernicious liquor canteens in the army.

We therefore earnestly appeal to you by your authority as commander-in-chief of the army, to issue an order forbidding all sale of alcoholic drinks in the army, canteen, and on all military premises, that thus you may protect the character and lives of our military heroes from the terrible curse of intemperance, and promote the honor and influence of our army among the peoples whom God in his providence has called us to uplift.




FEDERATION OF REFORMS.




Resolved, that we heartily approve of the union of so many denominations in the Wisconsin Federation of Reforms, organized to unite their whole force in securing the reforms most imperatively needed, and also of the work it has already done in promoting better legislation. We therefore authorize the appointment each year of a principal and alternate to represent our churches in this federation.




THE SABBATH.




Resolved, that we are thankful for the defeat of the attempt, by the two most powerful London dailies, to establish a Sunday press in England-a defeat secured by the united and determined efforts of the church of England, the Dissenters and the Labor Unions, and for the lesson thus taught the world as to the possibility and the method of securing other moral victories; also that the persevering efforts of the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association have finally secured the legal prohibition of the long continued practice of transporting our state militia to and from Camp Douglass on the Sabbath.`

Resolved, that we renew our earnest request to our pastors and churches to make a most vigorous effort to awaken such strong love for the Lord's day in all our membership as shall lead them to use all the influence of their precept and example against the patronage of Sunday papers, trains and meat markets, and the use of the bicycle on Sunday for mere pleas




ure.




Resolved, that we rejoice in the increased prosperity of the Sunday Rest Day Association, and in its increased gifts from some other denominations; and, that in the future it may push its work with greater energy, we renew our request that each church send some gifts to its treasury this year, and that our churches as a whole furnish it at least $300 each year in special gifts.









(Continued from Page 11.) with our Pilgrim forefathers. They are the rallying points for Christian service.

The young man "born again," the poor boy with a large heart, the girl who would become a "Daughter of the King,' the mother who has a young Samuel to consecrate, all look to the Christian school. Of the 48 graduates of Beloit of the last ten years who are in the ministry or in Seminaries, 45 were trained in Christian Academies, and of the 16 from Ripon, 15 entered from Christian schools. To stop the fountain may leav a marsh, but no one drinks from it.

(2) Our hope for the Christian training for our sons and daughters away from home is in our academies. To save our children from bread and butter ideals, from false ambitions and a false philosophy of life, they need Christian teachers, an honored Bible, a Christian atmosphere. The world looks different from the doorway of the Christian school.

(3) Our public schools need our academies that they may not forget that the end of the school is character. The Christian academy in a commonwealth, like the Christian man in a community, is a witness and an inspiration to higher ideals. The teachers it trains are the guardians for the schools of the soul of all true teaching.

(4) Our academies have a service for small places, rural districts and frontier regions. They gather out of these places. the choicest youth and send them back to be pillars of the feeble churches, leaders in the struggle against vice and godlessness, and the ministry of our churches. It is a Home Missionary agency of the highest value. It is the means that missionaries use to redeem benighted peoples. It must still be ours to keep open the fountains of life.




WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?




The cause of the Education society should be presented from the pulpit and this letter should be read,

The Education society should be made by vote of the church, one of its means of benevolent work for the year. A committee of one or more should be appointed to ask each person in the church for a gift or pledge to the society. It takes personal work today to get attention. As the least that may be done, a collection shoul I be taken for the society.

The offerings to the society should be largely increased. For the three years before the last, and not counting the special efforts for Ashland and Endeavor academies of the past year, they have averaged $3300 from the State. Of this the academies have had $1000 on current expenses. Besides this, last year they received $1500 on current expenses that was not reported to the society.

By the new plan the expense of financial agents and multiplied appeals will be saved. The goal should be $6000. It means but $1200 more that we have been doing with hap hazard methods. We urge systematic and earnest co-operation on the part of all our churches and their pastors in this indispensable work. Without this co-operation it must fail; -but with it success is certain..

It should be clearly understood that churches or donors may make any work of the society the object of their gifts; any college or academy, on the society's list the "New West" work, or "Student Help," and the mocey will go to that specific work. Undesignated gifts will supplement designated gifts for each academy until it has had its quota. All funds above

$2600 will go to the general work of the society, in a field stretching from Buffalo to San Francisco.

All moneys are to be sent to the Congregational Education society, Mr. S. F. Wilkins, Treasurer, 612 Congregational House, Boston, Mass., and the gifts designated for any acaddemy will be remitted to that academy at once.




A. W. BURR,

J. R. SMITH,

H. J. FERRIS,

J. M WHITEHEAD, J. O. MYERS,




Committee on Academies appointed by the State Convention.
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THEODORE CLIFTON, Western Field Secretary.




Death of W. C. Hamilton.

In the death of Woodman C. Hamilton, F.iday, Oct. 13, from apoplectic shock, another stalwart figure in our Wisconsin pioneer Congregational fellowship passes from the sight of eye and touch of hand.

Mr. Hamilton was born in 1834, at Lynne, New Hampshire, and was descended from an old and honorable Scotch family whose ancestral seat was near Glasgow. His father, Major Irenus Hamilton, served in the New Hampshire senate and as an officer of militia. The farm, the fireside and the schools of Thetford and St. Johnsbury, Vt., gave him his education. At nineteen years he entered the employ of Fairbanks and Co., scale-builders, of New York, as book-keeper and salesman. Two years later, in 1855, in company with his brother I. K. Hamilton he came west, obtained lands and begun the manufacture of lumber in the new town of Fond du Lac,

Mr. Hamilton continued his business career with his brothers, A. K. Hamilton, now of Milwaukee, and I. K. Hamilton, now of Chicago. At first in saw-milling interests, and later in varied enterprises of paper-milling, mining, lumber-dealing




etc., he developed remarkable business power and attained large financial success, being a man of great energy and force of character, as well as of commanding stature and bearing. Indeed it is probable that his over-taxing of an unusually robust body and brain, through unremitting attention to business, was among the causes that broke him down when scarcely past his prime.

He identified himself in pnblic-spirited ways with the early growth and development of Fond du Lac, and though disinclined to political activity or publicity of life, served his neighbors effectively at times, as member of the common council, chairman of the board of public works and president of the board of education.

Although but sixty-five at his death, Mr. Hamilton and his wife have been in active connection with the Congregational church of Fond du Lac for over forty years, since 1858, when he brought his bride, Miss Mary T. Weed, from Brooklyn, N. Y. Their home has been an ideal one, warmed with rare domestic affection, beautiful with good cheer, widely helpful ministries and large hospitality, unselfishly applied to human need and comfort in manifold and unobtrusive ways. Five adult sons of like manly stature-each a confessed Christianwere privileged to bear their father to his final rest, and live to bless the nurture of their earlier lives in a christian home at

mosphere earnestly yet joyously consistent.

Mr. Hamilton served the Congregational church and society in turn as clerk, was for a long period a favorite teacher of young men in the Bible school, and through more than fifteen years a vigorous and generously effective chairman of the society board of trustees. His executive tact. quick insight, readiness of effort and comprehensive watchfulness of details in every department of the church life, made his retirement in recent years from active service and his death last month a loss deeply felt.

His ample means were shared in generous proportion both with local interests and various benevolent and educational enterprises. The State Young Men's Christian association knew him well and gratefully; our Chicago Seminary prized him upon its board of directors; while he served Ripon College for many a year as vice-president of its corporation and an invaluable member of its executive committee. To its endowment and the foundations of its later buildings he contributed substantially.

His religion was not of a yoluble, type or obtrusive but its sincerity and steadiness made the family altar and the table blessing a daily joy, the Sabbath "the holy of the Lord, honorable,' and the sanctuary and the place of weekly prayer a constant resort. He was a strong and genuine pastor's helper, a devoted neighbor, a faithful friend and counselor, as well as a wise and affectionate father and husband.

Mr. Hamilton was chosen to represent our state as a dele gate to the International Congregational Council, at London, in 1891, which he attended in company with his long and intimate friend and former pastor, Dr. Arthur Little, of Dorchester, Mass.

At his burial, on Oct. 16, the last words were spoken by Dr. Edward H. Merrell, of Ripon College, and S. T. Kidder, a former pastor and friend.

Every Congregational Pastor in Wisconsin

is notified that a conference will be held in Madison on Tuesday, December twelfth (12th) at 2 p. m., to plan for a selfsupport campaign in our Home Mission work. The church in Madison is expected to provide entertainment. This is especially designed to be a mass meeting of pastors, while laymen also are invited. This is a critical year in our Home Mission work. Every pastor in the state should plan to be present. We want, we need, every man's cooperation. The spirit of the Home Mission conferences at Madeline Island and West Superior will be brought to us. The program will plan for a meeting with a beginning and an end, brief, pointed, practical. A simple and workable plan will be presented. We want the enthusiasm of contact and numbers. Every church should plan to pay the expenses of its pastor to this Conference. It is church business. It will pay. Make your plans now, brethren, to be at Madison. Great things may come of It.




Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis. Appleton-October 24 was an auspicious day, in the ordaining of the new pastor, Rey. Frederick T. Rouse, who has already won large place in the hearts of his people and in the city. The moderator of the Council was Rev. F. B. Doe, an early pastor, with Rev, A. E. Leonard, scribe. Mr. Rouse's statement of belief and of religious experience, and his answers to questions were commended in the council. The evening program was as follows:

Organ prelude. Statement of Moderator. InvocationRev. E. G. Smith, Oshkosh. Scripture reading-Rev. Arthur









E Leonard, Menasha. Soprano SoloThe Resurrection, Mrs. L H. Halleck. Sermon-Rev. L. H. Hallock, D. D, Minreapolis, Minn. Installing prayer-Rev. Rufus C. Flagg, D. D., Ripon. Hymn No. 229-Break Thou the Bread of Life. Right band of fellowship-Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. Charge to the PastorRev. John Faville, D. D., Peoria, Ill. Welcome to the fellowship of city churches-Rev. John McCoy, Appleton. Soprano Solo-My Redeemer and My Lord, Mrs. L. H. Hallock. Greetings from abroad-Rev. S. F. Gale, Jacksonville, Fla.; the Congregational church at West Superior; the Congregational church at Plantsville, Conn. Address to the people-Rev. Judson Tittsworth, Milwaukee.

Auroraville and Foysippi-Mr. Grant V. Clark receives and accepts unanimous call from churches of Auroraville and Poysippi for another year. Pastor Clark has just recovered from a six weeks' siege with the typhoid fever. Is much better and enters upon his work with plans for continuing his studies at State University.

Beloit Second-The fortieth anniversary of the church was celebrated Sept. 10, 11 and 14. The service Sunday morning was memorial in character, with papers by Dr. H. P. Higley, the former pastor and by Rev. W. W. Sleeper, present pastor. The Lord's supper was observed. In the evening the pastor gave a hopeful discourse on the subject, "The Next Decade." On Monday evening the beautiful new pipe organ was exhibited in a concert by Prof. B. D. Allen, who is a member of this church, and superintendent of the Sunday-school. The organ was built by Lyon & Healy, of Chicago, the funds being raised by the ladies of the church. Thursday evening was devoted to congratulatory addresses, and a reception by the ladies. The organ adds greatly to the effectiveness of the services. The organist is a nephew of President Eaton, Mr. Howard D. Eaton, of Mexico, now in the senior class of Beloit College.

Bristol and Paris-"We are orphaned. Our student supply, Mr. R. W. Rogers, has accepted a call from the Lake View Congregational church, Chicago. We need a pastor and wife; no objection to children unless there are more than thirteen. We have a good parsonage, chicken house, barn for horse and cow, buggy shed, and ten acres of land, and can raise a salary of $450 per year, payable weekly. One sermon on Sunday, Christian Endeavor meeting Sunday evening. No weekly prayer meeting. Nobody that can pray worth a cent. Every preacher has tried it and laid it up on the shelf again lamer than ever. Mr. Rogers preaches his farewell sermon Nov. 19. Read his resignation Oct. 29."-R. F. R.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, Pastor. There has been a steady growth in this important mission field. Some twenty new buildings have recently been added to the village; additions to the number of students in attendance at the academy as well as to the religious and spiritual forces of the village, are encouraging features of the work.

Kewaunee-Rev. Earnest E. Day, pas. tor, is getting well started in work on this field. An enlarged Sunday-school, with an adult Bible class, in charge of the pastor, (comprising some who have not been in Sunday-school for years); a Junior C. E. society-with the pastor's wife as superintendent—having an average attendance of twenty, are indications of better things. A new furnace is being put in the church, which was much needed.

Kickapoo Valley-General Missionary Dexter has just closed a four Sundays' campaign, holding a series of meetings in Maple Ridge, Harris Ridge
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and Steuben. At Maple Ridge Deacon James Patton, very widely known and much loved, was buried Sunday, Nov. 5. At Steuben, Nov. 4, Pastor A. W. Cook was ordained, by unanimous vote of Council, as a man of uncommon ability and success. He came to this field two and one-half years ago when there Was no church building on the field. He led (did most of the work) in building a church at Maple Ridge, dedicated last year free of debt, without C. C. 5. S. aid. He has also built a church in Steuben. At the ordaining Council General Missionary Dexter preached the sermon, Rev. H. A. Miner offered the prayer. Other parts by Rev. Messrs. J. W. Hadden and F. W. Schoenfeld.

The new building at Steuben, costing $1,500, was dedicated Nov. 5, $400 being then raised to pay last bills and secure the C. C. B. S. grant of $300.




of




Milwaukee Grand Avenue-Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D., pastor. The "Mothers in Council" have issued an interesting announcement of topics for 18991900. Among other good things is an address on "A Mother's Preparation," Nov. 16., by Mrs. Emily Huntington Miller, of Evanston, Ill.; "Children of Other Lands," Jan, 18 by Mrs. Grace Darling Madden; "Parallellisms in 'the Mental and Physical Development Children" by Dr. Frederick E. Bolton, of the Milwaukee Normal school, and "Criticisms and Suggestions on Interior Decorations," March 15, by G. J. Jorgenson. The meetings are held Thursdays at 3 p. m. in the church parlors and a general invitation is given to ladies. A social tea occurs at the December meeting, and a Chafing Dish Demonstration is another feature.

Dr. Ide has begun a series of Sunday evening talks on "Important Teachings of the New Testament." The last Wednesday evening of the month will be given to a review of these themes with discussion by the listeners. Mr. A. D. Kent, a beloved and respected member of this church died in Walworth, Oct. 5. A lecture and concert course is sustained during the winter.

Rio-Rev. Geo. H. Marsh, pastor. There is a steady growth in the spiritual condition of this church. Financially it was never in better condition. Ladies' Aid have painted the church building and improved the parsonage. The outlook for the future is very encouraging.

Sparta-Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D., pastor. Over 40 from Sparta are away at school, the most of them in colleges and normal schools. If there be reckoned in those who have received their preparatory education in Sparta, but are now living elsewhere, the number is about fifty. The teachers of all grades furnished by Sparta at the present time number about seventy-five. In this edu cational output the Congregational church has a large share.

Pastor Crawford attended the International Council at Boston, and on his return reported some of the salient features of the Council to his congregation at the morning service.

The twelve members of the Endeavor society, who attended the Detroit convention in July, recently held a reunion,




and have planned for other reunions hereafter.

Steuben-A Council was called fir Nov. 4, to ordain Mr. A. W. Cook, pastor there. The church was to be dedicated the following day.

Stoughton-In the resignation of Rev. Mr. Kimball from this field, for needed rest, among resolutions of regard and regret passed by the church were the following words: "We would-with grateful ackno vledgement of the kind Providence which led, two years ago to the acceptance of our call-heartily testify to the faithfulness and efficiency with which a pure gospel has been preached; the earnest efforts put forth in fulfilling the duties of the pastoral office, and the strength we have derived from our pastor's personal example of faith in Christ and loyalty to Him.

We desire to put on record the earnest hope that he may, with renewed health, soon be privileged to enter again upon the service to which the Master has called him."

Two Creeks-Rev. J. N. Davidson, of Two Rivers, pastor. At Endeavor Home, Oct. 22, a very happy expression of fellowship occurred in the presentation, by the Endeavorers, of a silver napkin ring to Miss Ida Mickelson, as she was leaving home, in recognition of her services as organist.

Here, and at Two Rivers, Pastor Dav idson for six years has done unostentatiously, and with selfsacrificing fidelity, an unusually valuable work in educational as well as religious lines.




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is called so the fact that the COMMITTEE of INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. d., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D. 
  Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland.

J. O. Myers, Esq., Wauwatosa. Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison.
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Milwaukee-Downer College,




MILWAUKEE, WIS.




Endowed for the higher education of




women.




Reopened Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely

new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.

Full Four Year College Courses lead

ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L.

Seminary, Four Year College Prepar
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Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings
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atory Courses, Ancient and Modern Standard of Excellence standing in the midst of as fine a cam




Classical and English; accredited by

the best Universities and Colleges of

the West and the East.
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pus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,

Ripon, Wis.




Beloit College




Aims....




To furnish an education of high grade amid Christian influences favorable to the development of vigorous thought and productive character. Its Classical Course has a wide reputation. Its Philosophical and Science Courses are broad and thorough. It has an unusual record in Oratory and Athletics. It affords choice advantages in Music.

In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, expecially noteworthy are the Pearson's Hall of Science,containing Extensive Laboratories and the Logan Museum of Archaeology; the beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for men; Emerson Hall, one of the finest college buildings for women in the country; Memorial Hall with library of 25,000 volumes; the Observatory equipped for original work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall with valuable paintings and the unique Fisher Collection of casts from the Antique.

The Academy

Of the College, finly equipped, prepares for all leading institutions, and gives through general training.

Correspondence may be addressed to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin.
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WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greate inducements for the location of Industries and manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages,

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with f cilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with mans to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




COMPLETE




WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

In the Following Wisconsin Cities: Kenosha, Waupun, Watertown, Columbus, Sharon and Berlin.




We are in position to secure highest grade Municipal and Water Bonds and solicit correspondence from investors.

W. H. WHEELER & CO.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS, 
    Beloit, Wisconsin. 


Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG, Ripon, Wis.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Published

Every Saturday and giving about 3500 pages a year of the

World s Best 
Literature 
including 
Science and Art 
Biography 


Politics, Discovery 
Public Affairs 
Literary Criticism 
Fiction and Poetry 





EACH WEEKLY NUMBER contains without abridgment, the most interesting and important contributions to the periodicals of Great Britain and the Continent. ALL DEPARTMENTS of knowledge and discussion which interest intelligent readers, with fiction and poetry, are represented in its pages.

ORIGINAL TRANSLATIONS of striking articles from Contitinental sources are made expressly for the magazine by its own staff of translators.

A SHORT STORY and an instalment of a Serial Story will appear in each issue.

A MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT presents readings from the most important new books, editorial notes on books and authors, and a list of the books of the month. Published Weekly at $6 00 a year. bers 15 cents.




A REMARKABLE OFFER




Single Num.
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VOL. VI.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, DECEMBER, 1899.




Every Congregational Pastor in Wisconsin

is notified that a conference will be held in Madison on Tuesday, December twelfth (12) at 2 p. m., to plan for a self-support campaign in our Home Mission work. The church in Madison is expected to provide entertainment. This is especially designed to be a mass meeting of pastors, while laymen also are invited. This is a critical year in our Home Mission work. Every pastor in the state should plan to be present. We want, we need, every man's co-operation. The spirit of the Home Mission conferences at Madeline Island and West Superior will be brought to us. The program will plan for a meeting with a beginning and an end, brief, pointed, practical. A simple and workable plan will be presented. We want the enthusiasm of contact and numbers. Every church should plan to pay the expenses of its pastor to this Conference. It is church business. It will pay. Make your plans now, brethren, to be at Madison. Great things may come of it.




No. 2.




ate why the speakers must be few, and that they should be chosen by this limitation, viz., men who were at the State convention. It may be said, in a word, that this meeting is planned to reproduce the spirit of the meeting of the Home Missionary Society at West Superior.




HOW WE DID IT.




One feature of the meeting will be the statement by a selection from the pastors of the twenty-six churches which raised a dollar a member, or thereabouts, of "How we Did it." Cannot every church do what these twenty.six average churches did last year, or emulate it? This is the suggestion.

HAVE WE ANY METHOD TO PROPOSE?.

All that the Home Missionary Board can do is to suggest. We have no authority. We do not seek to have any. Some persons criticized the pro




Why Have a Convention at Madi- posal made last year that we aim to raise an




son?




It means a great deal, in this great state, to call a special mass meeting of pastors and laymen, as notified in the November Church Life and renewed in this special issue. Didn't we have a mass meeting at West Superior in September? The Home Missionary board carefully considered the situation, how much it meant, and they were unanimously of the opinion that such a meeting now is important to the success of a self-support campaign.

WE ARE FINALLY COMMITTED TO SELF SUPPORT.

How shall we accomplish it? It is a problem, a great problem, a grave problem. It is our problem. We should feel it. A fine minority of us faced it at West Superior. We should face it together; as nearly as possible, all of us.




JOIN HANDS.




It is time to join hands with one aim, to make self-support a triumphant success. There are men among us who doubt whether we can succeed. They will have no doubt when they see the pastors and representative laymen in mass meeting, responding as they responded at West Superior. Joining hands, with the watchword: "One aim in the Congregational churches of Wisconsin this year: To put our churches solidly on a basis of self-support of their Home Mission work."

THE PLAN OF THE MEETING

is to bring the spirit of the State convention to Madison. The selection of speakers, therefore, is from men who were there. After careful consultation it has been deemed wise to limit the meeting. We plan for a single session not to exceed three hours. This is as long as the Home Mission session at West Superior. It is long enough to do what it is aimed to do. Everybody will appreci




average of a dollar a member, as an assumption of authority by somebody. Wasn't this a little—yes, more than a little-unreasonable? The proposal was only to aid the effort. We still believe that it was a good one. We drop this. We have a very simple plan to suggest. It is in two parts. One is




A SUGGESTIVE LIST




of churches with the amount, which, (in our estimation) each church should contribute to make up the needed eighteen thousand dollars. It offers each church and pastor a line to hew to.




A SELF SUPPORT SUNDAY.




We suggest, also, and the proposal will be enlarged, upon at Madison, that we agree upon a Sunday to be call "Self Support Sunday," a date as early as possible, e. g. Feb. 4, upon which, in all our churches, our Home Mission work shall be presented, and our annual collections taken. It will be recommended.that on this Sabbath exchanges of pulpits be widely made, and that ministers and laymen, like our college men, and leading business men, be invited to make addresses.




TWO OTHER SUGGESTIONS.




The churches should bear the cost of the traveling expenses of their pastors, to the Madison meeting. It is church business. Many churches have this method of bearing the expenses of their pastors to all church conventions. It should be a universal rule with us. Isn't this reasonable? Will some deacon in each church note this suggestion and see that it is acted on?




SPECIAL PRAYER.




The relation of prayer to this work cannot be overestimated. If prayerfully carried forward it will succeed, and this succcess may be attended by a great outpouring of Spiritual blessings upon our churches in Wisconsin, GEO. R. LEAVITT.









Editorial.




Growth.




The one great problem of our churches is the problem of growth; the extension of the Redeemer's Kingdom. Church committees are looking for men who can draw crowds and build up the church. Pastors are seeking for themes that will interest the public and gain them a hearing. Plans are being made to hold special meetings, all to this one end, that the Church may grow and the Redeemer's Kinṛdom gain a large place in the world.

The Church has a divine mission in the world, and to her has been delegated divine power to perform her work. Why does not the Church exert a greater influence in the world? How has she lost her power? The Gospel is the same good news, and the power of God unto salvation. Why does it not win the world faster in this age? It seems to have lost its power. Growth is slow, painfully slow. Many churches merely hold their own; some have fallen behind, while others are out of the race entirely.

We believe the fact that we have had so few pentecostal blessings is not due entirely to defective preaching, but rather to the inadequate expression of Christ in the life of the church. What we need in order to grow is not more machinery, not better organization, not greater enterprise, not more bustling about and effort to expand ourselves, but we need simply more Life. With the life of Christ dwelling richly in each of us nothing can hinder our growth. Living things grow. Dead things decay.

Christ preached the Gospel of the Kingdom by coming Himself. "He came that we might have life, and that we might have it more abundantly." The Scribes and Pharisees taught much that was true. Their prayers were long enough. Their gifts for charitable purposes were often lavish. But there was no life in the Pharisees. "But in Him was life and the life was the light of men." The power of His life was greater than the dogmatism of the Scribe. It is the expanding life of Christ in the world which has overcome all obstacles in its progress through the centuries. is that life which in its expression the life of God's people is still the standing miracle of the ages. Jesus said, "If I had not come and done among them the works which none other man did they had not had sin." It is still the business of the church to convict the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment, by setting before the world the true pattern of divine




life.




It in




If we would grow, we must have and live the Christ life. It must be lived in the home, that our children from earliest infancy may get true conceptions of themselves, of the universe, and of God. The parents stand in the relation of God to their young children. The child looks upon his parents as the embodiment of power, wisdom and love. Either a true or a false conception of God




is gained in the home. "No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him." It is the business of the parent to give his children true conceptions of God's character by being a true follower of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We need pastors who have an abundance of the Christ life and spirit, that the churches may be bands of disciples growing into fuller fellowship with God through them. We need the true Christian life in the members of the churches, that in their association with the world they may impart new life to the world.

Without life there can be no real power and no permanent growth. A sermon from a minister who has not the spirit of Christ is a dead thing. The Sunday-school lesson taught by a spiritually dead teacher is lifeless and powerless. Dogmatism by Scribe and Pharisee made proselytes, but only to make them twofold more the children of hell than their hypocritical teachers.

Men do not sin because they lack knowledge of of right and wrong, but in spite of their knowledge. The son of a missionary to Africa once said to me, "If the heathen did as well as they know they might send missionaries to wicked people of America." The people of America have heard sermons enough to make them all Christians. To convince men we must live as Christ lived.

Not every man is called to preach, but every man is called to live the Christ life. "Ye are liv

ing epistles, known and read of all men." "Ye are the light of the world." Our witness is not one of words, but one of life. "The life is the light of men." One electric light in a dark alley accomplishes more than a dozen policemen. Let your light shine.

Another day of Pentecost will come speedily when each Christian represents Christ truly to the world. The problem of growth will be settled and "the knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea." Speed the day. GEORGE W. LONGENECKER.




Home Missionary Fields in Southwest Wisconsin.

It may surprise some to know that there is work for our Wisconsin Home Missionary Society in a part of the state that was settled in a very early day and that has from the beginning been strong in its Christian churches and schools. But it is even so. I have explored the northern part of the state sufficiently to enable me to see the great need of Home Missionary work in that region, but I say without hesitation that here in this old part of the state, within sight of the spot where the first legislative assembly under the territorial form of government met, within sight of the tower of the oldest Normal School in the state, in the region where the Rev. S. W. Eaton had his historic pastorate of forty years at Lan









caster, and where the Platteville Congregational church has flourished for sixty years, are HomeMissionary fields as needy and promising as many of those in north Wisconsin.

At Hazel Green is one of these fields. It is a village of about six hundred inhabitants. In the early days the place was the center of the lead mining interests. James G. Percival, poet and state geologist, lived and died here. His monument may be seen in the pretty cemetery of the village. About three years ago the Primitive Methodist church of this place became Congrega tional. They have a neat house of worship and a comfortable parsonage. This church and the M. E. church, minister to the Protestant Evangelical people of the vicinity. While the church is small it is doing a much needed work under the earnest leadership of Rev. and Mrs. R. C. Bennett. The salary paid is $400. There is an out-station connected with the field where the gospel is preached to a community of miners and farmers. The Home Missionary society makes a small annual grant to aid this work.

Another Home Missionary field of this region is near the Mississippi river, about half way between Galena, Ill., and Prairie du Chien. The place is called Potosi. It was settled by lead miners. There is a population of several hundred, with a large Catholic element. The only Protestant church in this community, giving the Gospel to the English speaking people, is our Congregational church. There is no other English speaking Protestant work being carried on for several miles about. The church is small, but in a prosperous state. They have a pretty house of worship and a comfortable parsonage. The present pastor, Rev. A. Breeze, was formerly pastor of the Platteville Primitive Methodist church. Desiring to en ter the Congregational church, he received and accepted a call to the Potosi church three years ago. He proved the right man for the place. He is aided in his work by his gifted and consecrated wife. Congregations are large and great harmony prevails. This is the church with which Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Davies have long been connected. Under the name of "Aunt Lizzie" she is known far and wide for her bright, wholesome writings for the Grant County Witness and other papers. The Potosi church ministers to a large territory. The field is wholly in our care so far as the needs of the English speaking Protestant people are concerned. The salary paid is $600. The Home Missionary society makes a small annual grant to aid this field. I think no Home Missionary money is put to better use than that which goes to aid this church.

The only other Home Missionary field under our care in this region is a cluster of rural districts about the city of Platteville. There are four of these fields, Mt. Zion, Poller, Platte, and Union. The missionary, Rev. John Challinor, makes his headquarters at Mt. Zion. Each field represents a large farming community and there is no other religious work being done in any of the fields.




The need of Christian work in these fields is very great. To neglect them is to turn them over to the forces of evil. The missionary came to us from the the Primitive Methodist connection three years ago, being at that time pastor of the Hazel Green church. He is a preacher of exceptional ability and is drawing in large numbers of people to his meetings. His salary is $500. There is no parsonage and he must keep a horse for his long drives. The Home Missionary society makes a considerable grant this year to aid this most needy enterprise.

All of the fields described are strictly Home Missionary in their character. Without outside assistance none of them could live. The Gospel is preached to a goodly number of people in each of the fields. Other denominations are not competing with us in the work, in two of the fields there being no other work carried on for the English speaking inhabitants. This work happens to be done under the eye of one member of the Executive Committee of the Home Missionary society, and he bears clear and emphatic testimony as to its value. In this instance, at least, those who contribute to the support of Home Missions in Wisconsin, and happen to read the present article, may see what is done with a part of the Home Missionary funds and can judge for themselves about the wisdom of the expenditure.




Platteville, Wis., Nov, 20,1899.




C. A. WIGHT.




Church Rells---A Suggestion.

The season of arnual church meetings is at . hand. It is a favorable time to revise Church rolls. It is better that our church statistics cor. respond with fact.

December is a good time for such work, in order that the January statistics may represent the actual facts more correctly.

The national council assigns its apportionment of expenses to the states on the basis of total membership in the churches. There were reported last year 3554 absentees in Wisconsin Congregational churches, more than one in seven of the total membership. For them the state pays as it does for the present and working force, at the rate of two cents apiece. There will always be a certain number of absentees.

But some would be ready to take letters if reminded of it, and become active, present members somewhere else. And cases come to light where the names of those absent for many years, and gone entirely beyond the knowledge of the church,

are still counted in its numbers. The same is true in cases even of persons long deceased. In justice the number of absentees should be considerably reduced, but this can only be done by each church seeing that its own roll is correct.




J. K. KILBOURN.









A Significant Testimony

FROM A PRIVATE LETTER FROM A STUDENT IN ONE OF OUR LEADING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. "There are fewer men in the seminary than there have been for some time before. The raising of the standard of scholarship accounts for it in part, but there must be other reasons as well.

Some think it is because of the difficulty young men are experiencing in finding fields-fields where they can live. Some of the brightest men who were here last year have given up their seminary work and gone into other professions, or into business, because of the seeming lack of appreciation in these days of educated men in the ministry. Out of last year's class, of forty-nine men, quite a large per cent. were volunteers for foreign work, and not a man has been sent I am told. One of the forty-nine-a Bulgarian-returned home on his own account, and the rest have to seek places here. Don't think that I am discouraged. but at times I can't help wonder what it meaus."




*




*




the




Yet the Congregational theory is that church furnishes, trains and accepts its own ministry. As an offset to this most reasonable cry of distress and perplexity, our churches-some of them-in utter disregard of training or fitness or past records, are picking up chance adventurers, scantily educated, and from all sorts of tramp sources and alien denominations, who come along with a heroic gift of gab and spread of bland assurance and suddenly capture the crowd. This, notwithstanding the usual end of such experiments, is ashes and wormwood for the church concerned.

We chance to know of one such sample adventurer who, devoid of either educatiou or resources, and baffled in his urgent plea for instant ordination, ran a wrecking career through one or two of our Wisconsin churches, then changed his denominational connection, poised somehow as a phenomenal preacher, and landed with great eclat in a metropolitan Presbyterian pulpit within whistle sound of Chicago.




up




Isn't it about time our churches waked and began to count the woeful cost of a cheap ministry, as well as to cherish the fledglings of the home nest in a more motherly fashion?

If our seminaries are not turning out the sort of ministers we want, let us transform the seminaries with prompt insistance, but let us not permit our Congregational freedom and independency to make itself a laughing stock and an ecclesiastical cyclone.

Sunday School Libraries.

To all Home Missionary churches, Mission or Independent Sunday-schools:

If you are in need of a new Sunday-school library, or want to have your library replenished, you can learn something to your advantage by corresponding with our state superintendent, Rev. Geo. C. Haun, Madison, Wis.

The long winter evenings are here. How shall we spend them? What better work can the
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church or school do for the evenings at home than the placing of good books in the hands of our bright and growing scholars?

Would a good library in your school be an incentive for regular attendance; also deepen the interest of your scholars for higher ideals in life?

Our missionary department is now in a better position than it has been for a long time to be of service to you in securing a good library. Apply early, as the amount of aid is limited.




Our Work in Alaska!

The personal letters from our only Congregational missionary in Alaska, which Our Church Life recently mentioned, have all been neatly published in phamplet form. Just the thing for any kind of a missionary meeting or concert. They are all admirably written for Christian Endeavor meetings. Especially so, as Rev. Loyal L. Wirt is supported by the Christian Endeavor societies. He is therefore called the Alaska Christian Endeavor missionary. All Endeavor societies any organization or individuals will be cheerfully supplied with as many copies as desired, free! Address Geo. C. Haun, Madison, Wis.




The A. M. A. in Porto Rico.

At last this association is on the ground with. its work, having explored the Island last February by members of its committee, Drs. W. H. Ward and A. F. Beard and by the latter a second time in June. The points fixed upon are Santurce, near San Juan, the capital, and Lares, in Aguadilla district, which is the northern and western district of the island. This point was taken for the present instead of Utuado which had been selected before the tornado. It was found now that the latter place had been swept with desolation and that the people were utterly disheartened about a school. At Lares, though the same thing had visited them, the damage was not so great, and the people were ready to take hold and help. At the first of October the principal with his wife, and Rev. John Edwards, the evangelist, had gone on to get things ready for the coming of five other workers. On the 15th of November those five ladies at a farewell meeting at the rooms of the A. M. A., took sail for Porto Rico, and were to arrive on the 20th. The schools were soon to be put under way. The five ladies were Miss M. Rowley, of Oberlin, Ohio; Mary L. Daniels, of Julia Dayton Ferris, of Saginaw, Mich.; Katherine New Haven, Conn., and Misses French and Blowers. They are all cultivated women, experienced as teachers, devoted to the work of moral and Christian elevation among the people, happy in their devotement to it and able to speak and use the Spanish language, as were also the three who had gone before. Provision has been made for 350 pupils and for the homes of the teachers. Both companies were transported by the government vessel, the "McPherson," gratis, as they were to do a work of education in places which the government is not yet in a position to take up. Now for the sinews of war. We must not allow these representatives of ours at the front to suffer for want of a generous support as to the means for pushing forward the undertaking.




J. E. Roy.
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Missions and Benevolence,

Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E.,

Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology, 
Sabbath observance, etc. 





In charge of the sev- 
eral standing com- 
mittees of the State 
Convention.* 





*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention, 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

AdvertisemeNTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as




above.
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to be kindled themselves as well as are needed to kindle others.




*




Laymen are needed at the Madison rally, because if the thing is done laymen must do it, and if laymen are to do it with a willing spirit; if $18,000 for Home Missions are to come from our churches during this year and the next and the next, the hearts of our laymen, too, must be kindled into flame.




We are unable, in this issue, to announce any changed features in Our Church Life, but it is understood that the whole problem of the publication work and its methods and modes and means will be carefully discussed at the Madison rally.




*




*




Mr. A. G. Leffingwell, our past Wisconsin Eadeavor president, is urgent that all our Endeavor societies be drawn into Congregational lines of hearty, intelligent, systematic giving. To this end he proposes a large, self-explaining printed chart of the objects and fields involved, to be hung beside the pledge in each Endeavor prayer-meeting room, to light the way.




*
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If any pastors or others have happy thoughts as to what shape this chart should take, let him now speak. All such hints will receive careful consideration. We wish we could offer a prize for the most effective design.




*




There is still time for your local petition to the new Congress, through your district representative and senior senator, urging the expulsion of B. H. Roberts, the openly defiant polygamist and covenant breaker from his seat in Congress.
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Rev. Wm. R. Campbell, a well-known pastor of Utah, says: "If Mr. Roberts is permitted to sit in the House of Representatives, and his position in regard to polygamous cohabitation is thus vindicated, the last barrier to polygamy in Utah will be completely swept away."




A circular signed by Dr. Josiah Strong opens with the words "In electing Brighham H. Roberts to represent them in Washington, the Mormons are attempting to 'cram polygamy down the throats of Congress and the country', as Brigham Young threatened they would do."

It is time to act. It is now or never.
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Any church needing a large chandelier may get light by applying to Rev. J. W. Hadden, Spring Green, whose church plans for electric lights.




*




*




Good second hand fur coats, robes, etc., for missionaries having long drives are still in demand.




C, C, I, I, I, I, K, K, K, N, N, N, N! Can you tell what mission-field in Wisconsin these letters spell?









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS.




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.

All moneys should be sent to the treasurer, Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.

Financial Report Nov. 1 to Nov. 27.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Evansville Young Ladies Missionary Society, $2.27; Mukwonago, $3.82; Burlington, $20.00; Janesville, $8.25; Beloit second $10.00: Green Bay Union Congregational church, $25.00; Milwaukee Pilgrim C. E. S., $5.00.
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The following has come from the rooms in Chicago, which we commend to your careful attention.

"The question before us now is, what of the future? We have not a $11,000 debt to pay, but there is much work waiting to be done,-some of it has had a weary waiting. Twentyfour new missionaries are asked for-single ladies, to take up work among women and children, and the W. B. M. I should send its share. For some of them, and for some of those who went out recently, houses must be built. Even now, in some cases, though the missionaries are willing to suffer much inconvenience, there is great risk to health from living in native houses."




We feel very grateful to the Wisconsin women for their generous response to the appeals the past year, the result of which was the large increase in our receipts; but as you all knew we did not quite reach our aim,-lacking $327.00 Surely none of us will think of taking a backward step the coming year, and we trust many churches who have not fallen into line may do so soon.

Shall we not have an auxiliary in every church, and every woman in the church a member?

We wish to emphasize the need of having the money paid quarterly. May not at least half be in by March 1st, before our meeting in Milwaukee?

We call attention to the day of prayer for the treasury, Dec. 1 or 8. "Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. LUCY E. WALKER, President.




It is desirable that every woman should know who is secretary of at least her own district. For that purpose we print below a list of secretaries in the state. Please note your own especially, and preserve the list for reference:

Milwaukee convention-Mrs. J. C. Stacy, Mrs. O. Rogers, Milwaukee.

Beloit convention- Mrs. D. M. Olds, Beloit.

Madison convention-Mrs. C. E. Warner, Windsor. Winnebago convention-Mrs. H. J. Yapp, Fond du Lac. La Crosse convention-Mrs. Wm. Crawford, Sparta, Mrs. O. Crosby, Elroy.

Lemonweir convention-Mrs. Frank M. Little, Grand Rapids.

Northwestern convention-Mrs. Avis Wright, Hammond. Northeastern convention-Mrs. S. D. Bridgeman, Antigo. Superior convention-Mrs. E. D. Knowlton, Ashland.




Clergymen's Permits

IN THE DISTRICT OF THE CENTRAL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION.

On or about Nov. 15, application blanks for joint annual clergy certificates entitling the holders to reduced fares in the territory of the Central Passenger Association during the year 1900, will be in the hands of the various ticket agents. Commencing with the 1st of January 1900, an important change will be made in the form of the annual clergy creden




tials. MRS. L. E. SMITH, treasurer.




The card clergy certificate will be discontinued, and in its stead will be issued a book certificate of convenient size to be carried in the pocket, neatly bound in leather, containing 100




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. consecutively numbered orders or requests for clergy tickets,
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one of which the holder of the certificate will be required to sign and deliver to the ticket agent for each ticket purchased. The reasons for this are protective, both to the railways and to the holders of permits.

The cost of printing and mailing the book certificate will be many times greater than that of issuing and distributing the old style card. To meet the added expense it is necessary to increase the fee required from those applying for the certif cates from fifty cents to one dollar. The holders of certificate who exhaust the entire 100 requests and desire an addition: supply, may obtain same by sending the covers of the origin book to the undersigned, accompanied by a remittance of tifi cents, covering the cost of issuing the new credential.

The annual clergy certificate of this association will be sued, on proper application, to those coming within the require ments of the clergy rules, residing in Illinois, Indiana, Iow Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio. Wisconsin, W. Virgini Further particulars concerning trip permits may be obtain by application to local railway agents, or to the undersigne Respectfully yours. F. C. DONALD, Monadnock Bldg., Chicago.




MRS. A. T. STACY,




Emerson Hall, Beloit, Wis.




We hope all the women in our auxiliaries remembered, at this Thanksgiving time, to give thanks for the successful work of the past year, and for that we are going to have in the year before us.




Mrs. S. E. Hurlburt, of Evanston, Ill.. spoke before the Beloit District Convention, at Milton, November 1, on "The Work of the W. B. M, I.




Milwaukee District Convention at Genessee.




REPORT OF SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING.

The Semi-Annual meeting of the Milwaukee District convention was held at Genessee, Nov. 13 and 14. Rev. C. C. Campbell was chosen Moderator and Geo. F. Kneutzel was chosen Scribe. The attendance was not so large as usual and the weather was unfavorable, but there was a deep interest









throughout. The attendance of the people of Genessee was remarkably good; each evening the audience filled the building. The special feature of the meeting and the central thought was Christ our Example in Sacrifice and in Service. The sermon was preached Monday evening, by Rev. J. F. Eaton D. D., upon "Some of the Providences of God." It showed that, even under the strict laws which Science has revealed God's hand is visible.

The program was quite broken the first half day of Tuesday on account of the sickness of some who were to take part. The paper by Dr. Ide upon "Shall the Education Society aid Candidates for the Ministry" was a clear and practical defence of the policy of the society while not ignoring certain needed precautions necessary to guard against the misuse of funds granted to students.

In place of H. W. Nickerson, Esq,, who was unable to be present, Dr. Roy opened the discussion of the topic "The Relation of the Church to Our New National Responsibilities." He gave a fine historical review of our responsibilities in the past, and of their growth and development for the present, showing that God is leading the church to many open doors for missionary work in civilizing and Christianizing the people of our new possessions.

The paper by Rev. I. L. Cory, upon "The Place of Christian Benevolence in the Life of Our Church," was timely, and showed that there is no place for the discussion of the topic, as there could be no life in our churches without Christian Benevolence.

Sec'y. H. W. Carter was present and ever ready in his genial way to present the cause of the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society, which he did from his new standpoint of his increased experience. The Woman's Board was represented bv Miss Lucy Walker, and showed that there is a place for this work in an ever increasing ratio.

Again Dr., Roy appeared on Tuesday afternoon in behalf of the A. M. A. Beginning where he had left off in his former address, he continued by presenting the work in Porto Rico, Alaska, and among the mountain whites and negroes of the south, and the Indians of the west. In the evening Hon j. W. Whitehead presented the work of the A. B. C. F. M. from the standpoint of a business man and a lawyer, showing the business economy and ability in the management of the affairs of the Board, and the ever increasing usefulness of its work.

Rev. L. H. Keller, in an able paper, showed the “Abiding Power of the Truth," and Rev. G. C. Weiss closed the program with an address on "Personal Work in the Church During the Coming Year." The convention adjourned to meet with the Rochester church next May.




Books and Exchanges.

The Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing Society. Boston and Chicago, issue the following among the late Pil grim Press publications:

SUNNY HOUR SERIES. By Anna Burnham Bryant. 6 vols., fully illustrated; the set, $1.50.

Mrs. Bryant is Anna F. Burnham, the well-known favorite story-writer for the little ones. This series corresponds to "Lake View Series," "Rock-a-by Series," etc., except that it is more fully illustrated. These are short stories for very little children.




MONDAY CLUB SERMONS ON THE LESSONS FOR 1900. Twenty-fifth series. $1.25.

This well-known annual volume contains fresh treatment of subjects suggested by the International Lessons by some of the ablest Congregational clergymen. This topical series of expositions on the Life of Jesus will be appreciated by those who have enjoyed former volumes.




NEW EDITION OF COPP's settler's GUIDE.

The twenty-first edition of COPP'S SETTLER'S GUIDE, a popular exposition of our public land system, is before us. It is edited by Henry N. Copp, of Washington, D. C., the wellknown land attorney. Its price is only 25 cents. The chapter on surveys is illustrated and tells how to decipher township and section corners. The book gives the latest rulings on the Homestead and other laws. Mr. Copp desires the addresses of all union soldiers who made homestead entries before June, 1874, of less than 160 acres. He has a matter of interest for their consideration.




THE LIVING AGE FOR 1900. During the fifty-six years of its existence this sterling weekly magazine has steadily maintained its high standard. It is a thoroughly satisfactory compilation of the most valuable literature of the day, and as such is unrivaled. As periodicals of all sorts continue to multiply, this magazine continues to increase in value; and it has become a necessity to the American reader. By its aid alone he can, with an economy of time, labor and money otherwise impracticable, keep well abreast with the literary and scientific progress of the age and with the work of the ablest living writers. It is the most comprehensive of magazines, and its prospectus for 1900, which appears in another column, is




well worth the attention of all who are selecting their reading matter for the new year. To new subscribers remitting now for the year 1900 the intervening numbers of 1899 are sent gratis. The Living Age Co., Boston, are the publishers.




The Thanksgiving number of The Satuday Evening Post, in its stories, poems, pictures and general articles, will be the most attractive number of the magazine yet issued.

In this number Robert W. Chambers has a seasonable outof-door story entitled "The Hunter"-the romance of a poacher's pretty daughter. Other features are: Edwin Markham's latest poem, "The Lyric Seer"; "An Electrical Transaction”— a tale of the Transvaal War by Robert Barr: "At Dawn," by Octave Thanet, and "The Minister's Henhouse," a droll story by C. B. Loomis.

Two notable articles in this number are "Lincoln as Candidate and President," by his old friend and political ally, Colonel A. K. McClure, and "Our New Prosperity," by Frank A. Vanderlip, assistant secretary of the treasury.

The Thanksgiving Number of The Saturday Evening Post will be on all news stands November 23.




The December BIBLICAL WORLD is at hand early, and has a thoughtful editorial on "The Function of a Sunday-school Ritual." Ernest D. Burton writes a leading article on "The Personal Religion of Jesus," and R. De Witt Mallory, D. D., a trenchant paper on "Reforms in the Sunday-school.' There is a broadside of three articles on Malachi, in which Clifton D. Gray, A. M., presents "The Historical Background"; Prof. F. K. Sanders, Ph D., "The Spiritual Message," and Prof. Chas. R. Brown, D. D., gives "The Interpretation of the Prophecy."




We greatly miss our old friend CUT GEMS. Its successor and absorber, CURRENT ANECDOTES, covers similar ground, but is so briefly and uuscientifically indexed as to be almost unusable for reference. The type, moreover, is too fine and obscure to readily catch the eyes of the busy sermon writer striving to secure exactly the illustration he wants.

Cut Gems' most valued features were its admirable department sections and its cross-reference index which, in each number, covered all previous numbers of the volume. Current Anecdotes Co., New York, Cleveland and Chicago.




ST. PETER'S MAGAZINE is a local church paper newly issued for the Episcopal parish at Ripon, by the Rev. Rector, A. P. Curtis. It is an excellent paper of its kind.




THE COLLEGE DAYS, (Ripon) for November contains an interesting account of the death of a former student, Mr. Price, who died as a missionary among the Karens of India.

It has also a fine cut of the late Woodman C. Hamilton, of Fond du Lac, with obituary notice by Prof. E. H. Merrell, D. D.




A. B. Frost, the well-known illustrator of rustic types, has completed a series of pictures of "People We Meet in the Country" for THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. The first of these, "Coming Home for Christmas," is published in the December number of that magazine. Others are "At the Country Store," "When the Circus Comes to Town," "At the Railroad Station," "The Town Meeting," etc. Each will be printed in full-page form and will be an interesting feature of the successive issues of the the journal. "Ian Maclaren" will have an article on "The Minister and the Organ," in the January Ladies' Home Journal. It is known that the famous author-preacher regards the organ-or more directly put, the music-as the most prolific source of trouble in churches, and he is never more interesting and forceful than when decrying an evil and prescribing a cure.




Dear Brothers and Sisters: CONGREGATIONAL WORK, published by the six national societies at ten cents yearly for club subscriptions, is really about the cheapest missionary seed we have. It is so inexpensive that families of the most limited resources may take it, and churches may supply their families at an insignificant outlay. Taking into account the saving of time and labor in securing the dime subscriptions, the latter method is perhaps the better.

We trust this missionary paper reaches all your families. We aim for an Every Family Club in every church in the state. Our state is now accredited with several hundred subscriptions. Let us largely increase this total for the ensuing year. Very truly yours, OUR CHURCH LIFE.




OTHER EXCHANGES.




THE CLAYWORKER (Indianapolis), THE ADVANCE PRESS and THE WEEKLY COMMONWEALTH (Ripon), THE HELPING HAND (Ashland), THE DIOCESE (Manitowoc), THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATIONALIST (Minneapolis), THE CHURCH ECONOMIST (New York), The Northwestern MAIL (Madison), etc., etc.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
      Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFfris. 


                 District Missionaries REV. F. N. Dexter, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB. C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. Myers, 
                REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, REV. Joseph CollIE, D. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S T. KIDDER, 
                REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. 
                               REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





I inancial Statement for November, 1899.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURChes.

Beloit 1st, $25; Bloomington, $8.12; Blakes Prairie, $5; Clinton. $10; Ellington, $12; Fifield, $1.81; Gennessee. $10.07; Kewaunee, $5.25; Madeline Island "Old Mission," $10; Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $95 36; New London, $17 85; Park Falls, $1.70; Pittsville. $5; Prescott, $189.50; Roberts, $5; Rochester, $1; Seneca, $2 40; Shiocton, $13; Spring Green. $0.50; Trempealeau, $9; Two Creeks, (Oct. addtl), $1; Two Rivers, $9.10; Vesper, $1.73; Wyoming, $2;




Total....




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Rev. E. P. Salmon, Beloit, $30; Mr. J. O. Myers, Wauwatosa, $26.60; Rev. S. L. Unger, Brodhead, $10;




441.39
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The second Annual Convention of the Wisconsin Federation of Reforms at Oshkosh, November 13-15, was very enthusiastic and gave promise of great practical good to the state. All the addresses, including two by Catholic priests, were of great value, and led to a united determination to push two special lines of work the coming winter, in promoting which all churches are urged to join hands in active cooperation. 1st. A general local option campaign.

2nd. A general effort to secure such a sentiment in favor of "the Curfew," as shall cause its general adoption, backed by an intelligent, hearty support that shall make it a permanent blessing.

On both these subjects special literature will be prepared. Arrangements are being made to publish as soon as possible, Prof. Kreage's address on "the Curfew" at $2 a thousand.




SYSTEMATIC USE of the press.




One prominent thought in nearly every address was, that, if the state is to be reformed, the churches must join in systematic use of the press, both the local press, on the value of which, J. R. Bloom gave us a very valuable address, and the distribution of leaflets in every home.

All claimed that the thing most essential for suceess in reforms, is that the young peoples' societies every where join in systematically placing wisely selected leaflets in every home, shop and store, on temperance, the curfew, the Sabbath, gambling, or other needed reform, at least once a month. Rev. W. O. Carrier is president for the coming year, and Rev. H. A. Miner, secretary. Will the churches respond to this call from their appointed leaders?




SUNDAY REST DAY CONVENTION.




This convention, November 15, was also very encouraging. Prof. Merrill gave an address of unusual freshness and depth of thought on "Reasons for the Sabbath in the Nature of Man.' The closing address on "The Lord's Day a Pillar of National Strength," was by Rev. J. W. Fifield, of Chicago, an orator able to interest, convince and enthuse. Every address was strong and thorough.

The reports showed progress, and rang out a clarion call for advance, especially in four lines:

First. In raising the standard of Sabbath observance in our churches. (The strongest words on this were by Germans). Second. In rallying united, vigorous protests against Sunday excursions.




Third. In responding to the appeals of Labor Unions for our help in securing Sunday rest.

Fourth. In the universal, persistent distribution of literature on the Sabbath question in every home in our reach.

The gifts of Congregational churches have been about the same as the previous year. Without them the work must have stopped. But they are only a little over half what our convention declared they should be. Will the churches that have done naught the past year promptly make up the deficiency?




A Pastoral Letter of True Spirit

Congregational Parsonage, November 9, 1899. MY DEAR MREverybody admires an aggressive campaign. A mere defensive fight is not inspiring, while a retreat takes the heart out of a soldier. General Grant's famous policy of ordering an advance all along the line, has been adopted by the Congregationalists of Wisconsin. Into every churchless village and district we are pushing our way, establishing Sunday Schools, organizing churches, locating missionary preachers, and making every effort to take possession of our magnificent state in the name of Christ and the Congregational church.

The inspiring facts for us to consider at present are these:The work which our Home Missionary society has in hand, which is regarded as absolutely imperative, calls for an outlay of $18,000.00 for the current year. We have in the Congregational churches of Wisconsin a membership of approximately 18,000. While it would be obviously unfair to expect each member to give a dollar, regardless of ability, it can be seen at a glance that the gifts ought to average at least a dollar a member.

Next Sunday, November 12, it will be our privilege and our sacred duty to provide the "sinews of war" for the brave, self-sacrificing men and women who are fighting the good fight on our frontier, in the splendid effort to evangalize the whole state. Ho much has God enabled you to give? Let us as a church do something worthy of the work in hand and worthy of ourselves. Your affectionate pastor, W. B. M.




Fellowship Meetings.




The Lemonweir district convention is holding a series of Fellowship meetings, as follows, instead of the single session: Coloma Corners, Nov. 4-5; Friendship, Nov. 12; White Creek, Nov. 13; Easton, Nov. 14; New Chester, Nov. 15; Jonesville, Nov. 16; Davis Corners, Nov. 17; Pleasant Valley, Nov. 18-19.

Speakers-Revs. G. C. Haun, F. N. Dexter, R. L. Cheney, J. A. Thomas, C. A. Chambers, C. H. Chase, E. Breeze, Mr. R. A. Burwell and others.

Subjects-Revivals; Do we need them?; Conditions; Prayer and Revivals; The Bible and Revivals; The Holy Spirit and Revivals; Benevolence and Revivals.

The series continues in Aurora (Welsh), 2:00 p. m., Nov. 20; Auroraville, 7:30 p. m., Nov. 21; Poysippi, 7:30 p. m., Nov. 21; Pine River, 7:30 p. m., Nov. 22; Saxeville, 2:00 p. m., Nov. 22; Springwater, 7:30 p. m., Nov. 23, with the same subjects. Speakers-Revs. Dexter, Payne, Evans, Thomas, Cadwalder and Clark.




Ministerial Movements.

DENNIS, REV. C. W., of Emerald Grove, accepts call to Amery and Clear Lake.

MOORE, REV. F. L., of Oak Park, Minneapolis, accepts call to Edgerton.

RAWSON, MR. GRIGGS, formerly of the Upper Kickapoo Valley, has begun work at Pleasant Valley, Green Lake County. TRACY, REV. ISAAC B., of St. Cloud, Minnesota, is called to South Kaukauna.

ROGERS, REV. R. W., resigns at Woodworth, Wis. and accepts call to Lake View, Chicago, Ill.

WHITCOMB, REV. W. A. (Beloit, '92) has been called to Spring Valley.

KEMP, REV. GEO. H., of Rhinelander, called to Dodgeville Plymouth church.

WHEELER, REV. F. S., has resigned from the pastorate at North Kaukauna, to take effect December 17. Communications will reach Mr. Wheeler at Appleton.









Shall Theologues Receive Aid?

Much is being said pro and con about aid to theological students, whether it ought to be given and on what terms, whether it is beneficial or tends to diminish manly self-reliance. It does not appear why it should be injurious in this more than in other lines of professional study, and most students in other professions are aided from one source or another. If statistics were gathered, it probably would be found that as large a proportion have fought their own way in life, and know as much about self-sacrifice, hardship and labor, in theological schools as in any other. The records do not show that those aided in the past have been any less efficient in the minis try than those not aided. The small amount given, and the financial prospects of the ministry, do not attract many young men who have not a higher motive.

However, it appears from the present discussions that there are two sides to the question, with some good arguments on both sides; and that the error, if any, is not so much in the granting of aid as in the method. There will doubtless be some modification, and students be required, more than in the past, to render an equivalent for what they receive. It is said that this has been the case, the aid has not been in any sense a charity, but preparation for service to be rendered to the churches. True, but the terms have been so vague, and the returns so general, that the fact is not apparent to most observ. ers. Doubtless some way more definite and satisfactory must be found.

The following is a suggestion of a plan which may have, at least, a little in its favor. It is simply this, that aided students be expected upon graduation to serve a certain period in home missionary fields. This would be beneficial in many ways, only three of which can be barely mentioned here.

1. It would be an acknowledgement of obligation and a definite settlement of account.

2. It would give more young men a valuable experience in their early ministry. As a rule, it is better for even the talented and capable young men, whom the larger churches wait fór, to have an experience in such fields as many of their brethren must spend their lives in. If it involves some sacrifice and struggle, it is no more than young men in other professions expect and go through.

It would help to settle the vexed question of vacant churches and unemployed ministers. Here is a strong self-supporting, perhaps a wealthy church, there an important, but weak one. Here are two capable men, one with twenty years of experience and a family, the other about to graduate. The strong church is waiting for the young man. The older minister cannot go to the feeble church on account of insufficient support or insufficient schools for his children. So there remains a vacant church and an unemployed minister-and the discussion goes on about the over supply of ministers. Brt is there an over supply of competent ministers if wisely distributed?

There is obviously something incomplete about a system which aims to supply ministers for the churches, and fails to do all that might wisely be done to supply them.

In the argument for the aid of students, West Point and Annapolis are often referred to. The illustration is good, and the plan here suggested would make the parallel more complete. The young men educated at West Point are expected and required, after graduation, to serve the government, if needed. One expects, too, to begin as lieutenant, and not a major general. He makes a better major general by-and-by for his experience as lieutenant. Our state requires of students entering the Normal Schools, as a condition of receiving free tuition, a declaration of their intention to teach in the public schools of the state. An adjoining state gives free tuition to pupils in the Normal Schools in expectation of their teaching at least two years after graduating, and requires that in case of entering any other occupation without teaching, one shall pay to the state the amount of tuition. In these cases are not the government and state "in their generation wiser than we" -at least, may not we profit by their example?

The adoption of such a plan should not be arbitrary. The young graduate should be free to go where duty calls. It may be wise for one to go at once to a wealthy church and a fat salary. In that case he can easily, in a short time, refund the amount received during his education. Some may properly go to self-supporting churches, but in that case a fair and honor. able adjustment might be made with the Education and Home Missionary Societies.

It seems to the writer that the plan is a good one, and it is suggested here for wiser heads to approve or pass by. N. T. BLAKESLee.




Covenant Between Pastor and People.

AS USED AT THE APPLETON INSTALLATION-A HAPPY SUGGES




TION.




Covenant between pastor and people. Congregation standing. Pastor-I thank him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, for that he counted me faithful appointing me to his service. (I Tim. 1, 12).

Congregation-Blessed be the Lord God and Father of our
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Lord Jesus Christ who hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. (Eph. 1. 3).

Pastor-I covenant to take heed to feed the church of God which he purchased with his own blood. (Acts xx. 28). Congregation-We that are taught in the word covenant to communicate to him that teacheth in all good things. (Gal. vi, 6).

Pastor-I will seek to be an example to them that believe in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity. (I Tim. iv, 12.)

Congregation-We will seek to fulfill your joy being of the same mind, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. (Phil, ii, 2).

Pastor-I will remember that the Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle toward all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correcting them that oppose themselves. (II Tim. ii, 24, 25).

Congregation-We will remember to avoid disputes of words whereof cometh envy, strife and evil surmisings, and will strive to follow after righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness. (I Tim. vi, 4, 11).

Pastor-I covenant to be diligent in these things, and give myself wholly to them. (I Tim. iv, 15).

Congregation-We covenant not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is, but to be in diligence not slothful, fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; continuing steadfastly in prayer; ministering to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. (Heb. x, 25 and Rom. xii, 11, 12, 13).

Pastor and Congregation-Till we all attain unto the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; that we may grow up in all things into him which is the head, even Christ; that he may present unto himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. iv, 13, 15 and v, 27).
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Forty-one Years Ago.




REV. F. B. Doe's experiences HERE IN THE EARLY DAYS. Rev. Franklin B. Doe, of Ashland, attended the interesting installation services at the Congregational church on Tuesday, Sept. 24, extending the right hand of fellowship to Rev. F. T. Rouse, the new pastor. Mr. Doe is 72 years young, in that he appears to be more youthful as to freshness of color, vigor and avoirdupoise than was the case with him fully twenty-five years ago. He is as cheery in manner as of yore, has a good word for everybody, is true and loyal to early friendships, which time has only tended to cement into deeper ties. He is younger in appearance and bearing than many a man a quarter of a century his junior, thanks to a happy temperament and good health combined.

Mr. Doe came to Appleton forty-one years ago, by steamer, and was a guest of his friends, Mr. and Mrs. Maish. As he sat on their doorstep in the evening he remarked to Mrs. Marsh, "that is quite a livery stable," pointing toward a dark brown gable-end building near by. Mrs. Marsh retorted, facetiously: "Well, there's where you are to preach tomorrow; its the Congregational church and no livery stable at all." Mr. Doe relates many similar incidents of life here when Appleton was quite young, in which the humorous is blended with the serious and oftimes pathetic side. The genial reverend gentleman has a very warm side in his heart for Appleton and the old friends of his early pastorate here.-Appleton Crescent.




Rally at Madison




DEC. 12, 1899-TUESDAY-2 to 4 P. M. Opening-Five minute pointed talks interspersed with prayer. What we did at W. Superior-Rev. Dr. Leavitt. Selfsupport, the one issue-Rev. H. A. Miner.

What does selfsupport mean? The needed $18,000, apportioned-Sec'y H. W. Carter and Rev. J. R. Smith.

Home Missions first in the list of causes this year-Rev. C. A. Wight.

Shall we have in February an exchange selfsupport Sunday? -Dr. Leavitt.

What does Madison say ?-Dr. Updike.

An appeal to laymen-M. T. Dill.

The relation of the W. H. M. U. to our Forward movement -Mrs. E. G. Updike, President.

What more can our Y. P. S. C. E. do ?-A. G. Leffingwell. What more can our Sunday-chool do?-Supt. G. C. Haun. "How we didn't do it"-Rev. H. Faville.

How we did it?-Two minute responses by representatives who last year made successful effort to increase the Home Missionary offerings of their churches. Dr. Geo. R. Leavitt, Rev. W. M. Short, Rev. H. F. A. Obenhaus, Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Rev. F. B. Doe, Rev. Geo, E. Plant, Rev. H. J. Ferris. Rev. A. L. P. Loomis, Rev. Thos. Evans-Welsh Conv. Ch's, Rev. H. S. Roblee, Rey. D. A. Richardson, Rev. J. W. White, Rev. Robert Paton. The time to unite in prayer for a spiritual blessing upon the churches.
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Is Student Aid Pauperizing?

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE MILWAUKEE CONVENTION BY 
              REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D. 


  Should the churches make provison to aid indigent students 
in preparation for the ministry? The question has been under 
 discussion, pro and con, ever since the organization of the 
                          As a matter of fact only a 
American Education Society. 
 slender minority have objected to the plan of systematic aid 
 for such students. The critics of the system have been so few 
 in numbers that the churches have gone on making their con- 
 tr butions for this object, as if the opposition was scarcely 
                    The aggregate sum, raised by the 
 worth consideration. 
 churches during the period of the existence of the Education 
 Society, to aid indigent students in preparation for the minis- 
 try, is $2,500,000. The amount received by living ministers, 
 now engaged in preaching the Gospel, amounts to $450,000. 
 It is very evident that the churches of our order have paid but 
  little attention to the criticism that such beneficiary aid is mis- 
  placed. Admitting all this, it would not proved beyond all con- 
 troversy, that the system is not a bad one. 


President Hyde, of Bowdoin, at the Inter-national Council whose Damascus blade on that occasion cut right and left, declared that the manhood of our best students in theological seminaries was threatened by superfluous eleemosynary aid. If this is the truth, it would forever settle the question concerning the wisdom of helping students in their theological education. Allow that such aid threatens their manhood and Manhood not a dollar should be given for their assistance.

is nine-tenths of the ministry; you must not threaten it then.. Anything that endangers the manliness of the preacher should be avoided like malaria. He further affirmed that such aid wasuperfluous. If this is true, there is no further room for discussion. If there is anything that the churches should not do, it is that which is superfluous. They have necessary things enough without engaging in the superfluous. It we can get all the promising young men for the ministry that are needed without assisting them financially that should at once put a stop to contributions for that purpose. We are bound, as having the interest of the Kingdom in view, to do nothing that will threaten the manhood of young men, and nothing for them that is superfluous.




Let us




a




President Hyde really touched the pith of the question. It all sums up in questions of manhood and superfluity. Does eleemosynary aid threaten consider the first question? manhood? Is a young man's self-respect and dignity of personality lessened by receiving such aid? Certainly we could not subscribe to the proposition that every kind of assistance rendered to a young man in the course of his education is dangerous to his manhood; for assistance is the constant accompaniment of an education in the schools. There is not a young man in college today but that is receiving a large amount of gratuitous aid. What he pays out for an education does not defray the expenses of his education. There is not college in the country, probably, where the tuition of students meets the requirements of the salaries the of its professors. Even a professor's chair has to be endowed. And what about the buildings and all the paraphernalia that enter into the equipment of an ordinary institution of learning? Suppose that students had to pay the actual cost of running a university; they would be compelled to pay That is, all from two to five times as much as they now do. students, whatever their contemplated profession, get a large amount of gratuitous aid. If they had to make a deposit of cash of the actual cost of their education, students would be scarce and halls of learning would be depleted. And yet it is not generally thought that such aid threatens their manhood. We recommend endowments on a large scale that the expense of education may fall as lightly as possible upon the students Here is a man of ' without a thought of a belittling effect! wealth who sends his boy to college and defrays all his expenses; we do not upbraid him for making this use of his money; indeed, we should be apt to call him some hard names if he left his boy to get on without any help! We do not expect that the act of helping his boy is going to spoil the boy. Aiding students, then, is not demoralizing per se. There is only one kind of aid that threatens manhood; it is the eleemosynary aid. But does it? Why should it, more than any other kind of aid that is wisely administered? Why should a dollar that comes from the churches have a different effect upon a student from a dollar that comes from any other source? Why should manhood be threatened in one case and not in the other? But some one might say, this kind of assistance is charity; it is like giving a quarter to the man who begs at your door. A man's self-respect is threatened when the hand of charity supports him. That is true. But is the aid rendered to a young man in the course of his education to be classified under the head of charity as it is generally understood?

THE CHURCHES ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR MINISTRY. Pastors must be provided for them, and churches must see to it that they are secured. If it comes to pass now that in the course of preparation for the ministry, certain students require aid in order to complete their education, it is incumbent on the churches to supply it; and the appeal does not come to them in the shape of providing a charity, but in the shape of the per




formance of a duty. It takes the form of debt, obligation! Consequently the giving in this direction is put in the same category with giving to missions and the support of the missionaries. The churches' responsibility for the ministry, then, does not necessarily begin with the ordination and installation of a pastor. And a young man's manhood is no more threatened in receiving beneficiary aid before induction into office, than after, when he takes his salary.

But here is the other question of super fluity. If beneficiary aid is not necessary for students preparing for the ministry, if it is superfluous, that fact should close the discussion. To help where there is no need of help would be a foolish waste. Where do the reLet us examine this part of the subject. cruits for the ministry come from? What part of the community devotes its sons to the sacred calling? Certainly they do not come, as a rule, from the homes of wealth and luxury. Occasionally a young man finds his way into the ministry who has a rich father; but this is not frequent. The laborious and self denying life of the ministry is not attractive to that class which is accustomed to the gratification of every desire. We do not look to our great capitalists and millionaires to provide a ministry for the churches. Neither do we expect many voluntary enlistments for the ministry from what we call the well-to-do people; that is, those who are amply able to give their sons a liberal education. Such people usually urge their sons to enter an occupation which promises a more certain, competent, and enduring support. There are numerous exceptions, however, in the case of this class. A few of our best ministers have come from homes of comparative affluence. But the great source of supply is from what we call the middle class people as regards material conditions. They are not very rich nor are they very poor; they are in comfortable circumstances, and by fair economy manage to get on and obtain a reasonable amount of the good things of this life. To this class belong the farmers, mechanics, clergymen, many professional men, and men working on salaries.

Now the candidates for the ministry are largely from this class. Some of these people would be able to give their sons a liberal education, but not all of them. Let us see what it means to give a boy such an education as prepares him for the ministry. I do not believe in any short cut to this profession. If there is anything that we need more than anything else it is a thoroughly educated ministry. How much time must the boy give to the work of preparation? Ten years including his preparatory studies. Or, seven years in college and seminary. How much will it cost him a year in college and seminary? We will put it at a low figure-$600. During the seven years $4,200 would be expended. Now there is quite a proportion of that middle class of which I have spoken that would not be able to furnish that amount of money, $600 a year, for the Now what is to be done in the case education of their sons. of a young man who has all the signs of promise; he is a good scholar, he has aptness of speech and expression, he has a desire to serve his Master as a minister of the Gospel; but he has not the means by which he can carry out the desire that fills his vision?

He is poor, very poor; but when we say he is poor we do not mean he is one who has lived in extreme poverty, or one who is without ability to support himself in any calling, we Lean simply he is poor in relation to being able to spend ten years of the springtime of life, and not merely a hundred but hundreds of dollars a year to qualify himself for the ministry. Here is the pinch; here is the difficulty. The enterprise demands that he shall take ten years of early life away from productive industry and make them instead years of heavy expense. What is to be done to put that young man into the ministry where he belongs? He must have help from some quarter. Ah! says the carpenter, "I never had any help.' Yes, true; you spent one year, not ten in preparation; and in the meantime you earned your board and clothes. Ah! says the banker, "I never had any help." True, but you began as a messenger boy with three dollars a week, and before the year was ended your salary was doubled! Ah! says he merchant, “I never had any help." Yes, you helped yourself and got pay for it at the start, you did not pay the proprietor of the establishment $500 a pear for seven years in order to learn how to be a merchant!

But, some one says, "here are the lawyers and doctors; they devise ways and means of getting an education, without aid, and they are turned out in sufficient numbers to satisfy all the demands of the community; there is no dearth in these professions." There are several things to remember in regard to the lawyers and doctors. A large part of the legal profession, and a greater part of the medical profession, enter these professions without a liberal education; that is, a large percentage of thein are not college graduates. Consequently the expense of their education is much less than it otherwise would be. But again, those who make the complete preparation, by a college course, cannot be said to have obtained it without help, for many of them have had the advantage of scholarships, and all of them have had the advantage of gratuitous aid that comes through the endowments of the institution where their education has been secured. No student ever pays a third of the actual cost of his education. The element of help is an asset in every student's life. To be sure those who are preparing themselves for the legal and medical professions
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do not receive special systematic aid outside of regular channels, for it would seem that such aid is unnecessary and superfluous in their case. If we can get all the good lawyers and doctors we want without it, there is no need of a special provision to help them. You will notice that these professions have an advantage over the clerical profession. They have a larger constituency to draw from. The lawyers and doctors come from all classes in the community. Many a rich man would like to have his boy a lawyer or a doctor, who might object to his becoming a minister. In the latter case, he might see nothing before him but a limited compensation and an entire absence of material prosper ty, the test by which he gauges all things; while in the former case he might think he saw political preferment and an ever enlarging and expanding income. Then again, the legal and medical professions are not dependent on religious homes for their recruits. Non-religious families furnish the larger part of the volunteers for these professions. As a rule, a boy must be brought up in the atmosphere of religion in order to have his thoughts turned toward the ministry. We do not expect that a family which has no interest in religion, and is entirely concerned with matters of time and sense, and lives for the world and what can be got out of it, is going to make a con tribution by giving one of its sons to the ministry. It would surprise us to find a boy breaking through this sort of an environment and entering the field of ministerial service. It sometimes happens, but not frequently. We must depend for recruits to the ministry upon Christian homes. How this circumscribes the area from which to procure candidates for the sacred calling! The point I have tried to make is this: the clerical profession is not on the same footing exactly with the other professions. When we say that it would be superfluous to furnish special aid for the lawyers and doctors, it does not follow that such aid would be superfluous in case of those who are preparing for the ministry. For the latter are placed at some disadvantage in comparison with the former.

We demand, or ought to demand, that every candidate for the ministry should have liberal education. This demand is not made upon the others. Perhaps it ought to be, but we do not insist upon it.

Then there are the limitations of the field from which to obtain volunteers for the ministry. It is confined largely to Christian homes, and these, for the most part, not in affluent circumstances. Now the question is, if this whole matter of supply for the ministry be left to take care of itself, would it take care of itself? Would it get on without any special encouragement from the churches? Sixty-two Congregational ministers in the state of Wisconsin, now filling their several charges, received aid from the Education society. Would they all have been in their places if they had not received such aid? Four hundred and thirteen Congregational ministers in the state of Massachusetts received aid from the Education society, in the sum of $110,373; would they all be ministering in their several pulpits today without such aid? Is it not quite probable that fifty, seventy-five or one hundred of them possibly would have been engaged in some other calling if this timely assistance had not been rendered them?

But some one may say, "there is a surplus of ministers at the present time, and now let us do nothing that tends to their multiplication." But is there a surplus of the right kind? As a matter of fact, there are more Congregational churches in the land than there are Congregational ministers who are eligible to pastorates. Let a large and influential church become pastorless, and see whether there is a redundancy of ministers that might be called to satisfy the demands of the situation. The truth is that during the last twentyfive years there has been a letting down of the requirements and qualifications for the ministry. In some of our theological seminaries brief courses of study have been arranged for young men who have not had even a college education. As a result, men have frequently been put into the ministry, who are only half-equipped for their work. Our fathers seem to have been more strenuous for an educated ministry than we are. In 1760, only five percent of the Congregational ministry had not received all the preparation for its calling which was possible for those times. At that period there were 161 Congregational ministers in the state of Connecticut, and all but two of them had received a college education and such further equipment as came by private study with some prominent pastor.

In 1894 only fifty per cent of the Congregational ministry had received all the preparation which is afforded by our denominational schools. That is, only half of our Congregational ministers had been through college and seminary.

And yet the remark is sometimes made that our young men preparing for the ministry are in danger of getting too much learning, and, as a consequence, their usefulness will be impaired. This sentiment really implies that we are to put a premium upon ignorance! Inferior culture is to be regard 'd as better than superior culture! Let me say, nothing short of inspiration and miracle ever has made ignorance and low culture successful in the propagation of Christianity on any large scale and for a long period of time; and nothing short of such powers ever can do it. But miracle and inspiration we cannot look for. What we want is not less learning in the ministry, but more consecration of that learning. The cry should be, not "Less intellect, less study, less culture," bat




simply, "More heart, more prayer, more godliness, more subjection of culture to the salvation of those who have little or none of it."

Some time ago, a young man offered himself as a missionary candidate. He had been enriched with all the culture that college and seminary courses could give him. He was of brilliant parts, and these had been trained under the most favorable conditions As he presented himself for missionary work, he was addressed thus: "Have you considered that you will have to go away from home and friends, and be among strangers and enemies?" "I have," replied the young man. "Have you considered that you must leave your native land, with all its institutions and privileges, and be a foreigner in, a strange land, where everybody will regard you with suspicion and prejudice?" "I have considered it all," said the young man. "Have you considered that in that land your health may fail, you may be prostrated by malarias and fevers, you may die prematurely by disease or violence? "Yes," continued the young man, "and if I had a thousand lives I would give them all to Jesus. Dear sir, please do not ask me any more questions, but send me, send me!"

Here is consecration of culture! Here is the subjection of the personal tastes, which high culture creates, to apostolic and Christlike motive. This is the kind of material out of which to make ministers; young men trained to the highest pitch in our schools, and consecrated! For such young men the supply is not equal to the demand. It is the duty of the church to encourage and foster the education of promising young men, whose hearts go out towards the work of the ministry. Special aid should be granted at the later stage of their education, when the purpose of life has become crystalized, and there is no uncertainty as to the choice of life-work.

Not every young man should be helped, but the needy; and of these, only those who have in themselves a manifest proph ecy of ministerial success and usefulness.

How will this aid affect the recipient? Prof. B. B. Edwards, of Andover, once said, that this "aid enables a student to proceed in his calling without distracting anxieties. Nothing is more harrassing to a scholar than perpetual pecuniary em barrassment, and the dread of incurring liabilities which he has no prospect of meeting. The mind must be free in order to act well" This aid then does not threaten manhood, it tends rather to relieve manhood from depressing anxiety, and to save it from becoming the prey of melancholy, if not of misanthropy.




Obituary.




Olive S. Cooley, the oldest daughter of Dea, and Mrs. D. Haseltine, of Manning, Wis., died Nov. 7 of typhoid fever, aged fifteen years. An unusually mature child for one of her years, she was especially helpful in the home as well as in the church and Sunday-school of which she was an earnest, active member. The sympathy of a large circle of friends is extended to the bereaved family.




Clara E. Miller died September 18. Age 21 years, eight months, eleven days. Member of Camp Creek Congregational church, Kickapoo Valley.




Died, at their home in Chicago, Charles Jesse, infant son of Rev. H. and Mrs. Mary Blackman Sell, aged one month and thirteen days. Buried in Whitewater Oct. 29, 1899.




Personal.




Rev. Dr. Geo. R. Leavitt, of Beloit, by invitation delivered the monthly missionary address before the students of the Chicago Theological Seminary.

Rev. Fred Staff, of Fort Atkinson, assisted pastor James A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Mich., last month in special services of fellowship in the college and church of this Michigan parish.

Rev. A. E. Leonard, of Menasha, opened the series of Tucsday morning talks in Ripon College. with great acceptance, using the novel theme "Education as a Source of Sorrow”. showing how education may be a curse or blessing according to its employment.

Rev. C. A, Wight, of Platteville, has been publishing a series of articles in the Platteville Journal, by request, explanatory of the New Theology.

General Missionary Dexter has been campaigning in the Lemonweir convention, conducting fellowship meetings, and averaging two sermons and 25 miles travel per day.

President Flag, of Ripon, lately spent a Sunday in Menasha and stirred up the college spirit with excellent effect.
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Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest -Address Our Church Life,Ripon Wis.




Antigo-Rev. Wm. Pease, pastor. The interior of the church building has been papered and varnished. A new carpet has been put on the floor, the pulpit changed and more electric lights added. The new parsonage is about ready for occupancy, a new furnace is to be put in place.

Bloomer-Rev. D. A. Richardson, pastor. A blessed revival scason resulted Nov. 12, in thirty additions to the church, more than doubling its membership. More will follow. All ages were included, embracing some of the substantial men and women of the community. Twenty-seven came on confession of their faith, and sixteen were baptized. Pastor and Mrs. Richardson have devoted themselves untiringly to the work, and their wise and earnest cultivation of the field before and since the special meetings have been the surety of the permanent value of the work. District Missionary Whitelaw's strong Evangelical preaching and earnest personal work for nearly three weeks aided much in the blessed results. scene of the special reception service, unprecedented in the history of the church, is fully detailed in the Bloomer papers. Edgerton-Seldom is there so close and happy à connection of pastorates as in the close of Rev. H. O. Si ellman's Nov. 26 and the opening of Rev. F. L. Moore's Dec. 3. Spellman takes special studies in Chicago Seminary. Mr. Moore comes from Minneapolis and is cordially welcomed to Wisconsin, where he labored during his seminary course.




The




Mr.




Elkhorn-Rev. Geo. C. Locheridge, pastor. This church as just held its annual Thank-offering meeting and dinner. This is one of the church's interesting features. In addition to its regular offerings by the church and societies and the regular work of the Woman's Missionary society, there is held each year in November a meeting, with program and dinner, at which all members of church and congregation have another privilege of supplementing their mission offerings for the year and a thank offering for any special reasons. This year the The offerings and dinner netted between $90 and $100. church has also recently paid $500 for reseating a few years ago. There is now no indebtedness whatever. The city water has just been put into the parsonage. The general interest and outlook for the church's work is very good. Congregation is good. General harmony amongst the membership. The present pastor is just finishing the seventh year. Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. A card with suggestions for work to be specifically marked or kept in sight, is sent out to Pastor Elis' parishioners. The suggestions are exceedingly practical. At the fellowship meeting, held with this church Nov. 6-10, the sermons were by Rev. A. J. Arn, of New Lisbon, Rev. Geo. C. Haun, of Madison, Rev. J. G. Smith, of Tomah, and Rev. Thos. Barker, of Hilesboro, the topics be ing respectively "Is the Church Doing the Master's Work as it Should?" "The Fundamental Thing, Christian Care of Children," "The Church in Touch with the People” and “God in His Church." There were other practical topics for general discussion. The meetings continued during the afternoons and evenings of five days. Pastor Ellis is giving a Sunday evening series on The Making of a Man.

Fulton-Mr. B. F. Martin, pastor. This is a delightful country parish, where Mr. Martin is succeeding admirably, now in the fourth year of his pastorate, and at the same time pursuing a course in Chicago Seminary.

Fond du Lac-has been recently supplied by Revs. Geo. H. Kemp, J. D. Stewart and E. H. Merrill, D. D. Its work goes on consecutively.

Grand Rarids-Rev. B. J. H. Shaw, pastor, is giving Sunday evening addresses in a series, on Agnosticism, Its Causes, Developments and Outcome, the specific themes being, "The Causes of Agnosticism, The Virtue of Doubt, The Meaning of Doubt, Varieties of Knowledge, The Unity of Knowledge, From the Known to the Unknown, Revelation Through Life, Modern Names for God. The Grand Rapids Papers, publish copious extracts.

Iron River-The letter of devout jubilation over the Home Missionary victory, from Rev. Lee A. Brink, printed in our last issue on the H. M. page, finds a sad sequel, involved in strange mystery, in the departure of Mr. Brink from Iron River, Monday morning, Nov. 13, for Superior and Duluth, where he seems to have been seen several times up to Monday night, but from whence he has never returned to his distressed parish and wife and child. A wallet or card-case, evidently his, was found on the 5th Ave. dock, and Mrs. Brink received an ostensible telegram, Tuesday, by an apparent messenger boy, stating that he had been drowned in Superior bay. telegraph people, however, at both ends of the line have no knowledge of message or messenger, and all attempts to find the body or any clue to the mystery are so far unavailing. Mr. Brink's work was happily progressing, and no motives are visible to account fully for any of the varying theories




The




offered of suicide, murder, sudden insanity or even disappearance. We therefore reserve all judgment of the case, and extend to the troubled parish and household our deepest sympathy.

Jonesville-Adams County-Dedicated its attractively renovated building Nov. 15, with sermon by District Missionary Dexter.

Lancaster-Rev. T. J. Brown, pastor. The church at Lancaster is happy over the internal changes that have been made. A new carpet requiring 236 yards was laid in the auditorium, and 73 yards of matting on the floor of the social room and new paper on the walls and ceiling of the parlor. The entire cost is in the immediate neighborhood of $200, and the feature that contributes no small share of the happiness is that the Ladies' Aid society cancelled the entire indebtedness as soon as the work was done. The pastor recently sent out a large number of invitations to the gentlemen of the city to attend service and listen to a discussion of the subject, "Why Men Should go to Church," and all but one responded to the invitation. The Dixie Jubilee Concert Company gave a delightful entertainment in Reed's Opera House and the Y. P. S. C. E. netted 56 dollars as their share of the proceeds. Maple Ridge-Rev. A. W. Cook, pastor. Maple Ridge has suffered the loss by death of two of its most worthy members. Chas. Christ died Oct. 5 and Deacon Jas. Patten, Nov. 3. Their families have the sympathy of the entire community.

The Maple Ridge, Harris Ridge, and Steub `n societies united as one church in wishing to have Pro. Cook ordained, accordingly a council was called at Steuben Nov. 4. Other churches were invited of which Bro. W. J. C. Bond, of Boscobel, Rev. W. H. Miner, of Madison, Rev. W. S. Schoenfeld, of Bloomington, Rev. J. Haddon, of Spring Green and Rev. Dexter, District Missionary responded.

Bro. A. W. Cook passed a satisfactory examination and was afterward ordained. The Steuben church was dedicated on the following day. The dedicatory services were participated in by most of the above pastors and the full amount necessary to meet the cost of building was raised on the occasion.

Bro. Dexter's visit to the churches of this field has been most helpful.

Milwaukee-Grand Avenue, Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D., pastor. The year-book 1899-1900 is just issued, with cuts of the church and pastor, and various half tones of Christian art. It contains the confession of faith, the full organization of society and church, the lecture-course scheme, (including Dr. N. D. Hillis) and a full directory of the congregation. Among the organizations are women's committees on Foreign and Home Missions. A mission band, a young ladies' circle, a missionary kindergarten, and mothers in council Among the phases of city work cultivated, are the home for the aged, the orphan asylum, the Y. W. C. A., the home for babies, the rescue mission, the house of mercy, the home for the friendless, the children's hospital and the Bohemian sewing school. Hon. J. P. Dolbiner, of Iowa, lectured recently on "This Our Nation.'

Ripon The church was called to observe, on Tuesday, Nov. 21, its 49th anniversary, partly to prepare the way for a suitable fiftieth jubilee in 1900. Some 250 persons were present, and a roll call of members, followed by a program of toasts and music marked the occasion, with a half hour of social greetings and light refreshments intervening. Pres. R. C. Flagg, D. D., acted as toast-master. Responses to sertiments were given by Col. Geo. W. Carter, Mr. S. M. Pedrick and Rev. J. D. Stewart.

Rochester-Rev. J. F. Eaton, pastor. Work goes on most pleasantly. The people remembered the 20th wedding anniversary of the pastor and his wife, with a gift of $120.50, the middle of October. There was a large informal gathering of friends who brought their good wishes for the pastor and family.




The




River Falls-Rev. Chas. H. Mackintosh, pastor. Parish Paper, semi-annually issued, gives the church directory states parish expenditures $2072.07, including $33.75 balance on hand. $310 of this were raised for missions and $60 for repairs and incidentals. The mid-week prayer-meeting is following studies with Nehemiah. . Five years of the present pastorate have just been completed. 81, meanwhile, have united with the church, 43 on confession. Missionary contributions during the period were $1400. 17 members have been lost by death, 65 total loss. Preaching has been sustained at four outstations, South Fork, Chapman, Fargo and Kinnickinnick. Pastor Mackintosh's old lantern which has done long and effective service "has resigned" at River Falls and elsewhere has "accepted a call as assistant pastor" to Rev. H. Obenhaus, of Prescott. Pastor Mackintosh still gives illustrated lectures. Rev. D. L. Holbrook recently exhibited the Tissot pictures here.

Sheboygan-Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, pastor, has been overworking and finding himself too much worn to continue for the present offered to lay down his work and leave his people free. The trustees instantly told their beloved pastor, between whom and this parish the relations are almost idealto name his wish, and to take four months rest if needed, assured of continued salary and pulpit supply. Our Church Life earnestly hopes that a brief rest will result in Brother Chynoweth's restoration to full vigor.
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Sparta-Rev. O. L. Robinson recently presented the cause of the Children's Home society with much acceptance to the congregation. In the evening he presented Hoffman's pictures from the life of Christ with the aid of a fine stereopticon, reading the descriptions of the pictures from the gospels. The service was a tender and impressive one, and can hardly be too hig' ly praised.

A gentlemen's coffee was given by the church and society to all the men of the parish on the evening of Nov. 17, and the supper was followed by several brief addresses, one of them being by Rev. Dr. Stemen, of Viroqua, and another by Dr. Faville, of La Crosse. One hundred and fifty men sat down to the supper, including the young men who served as waiters and musicians. A similar coffee for gentlemen has been given at La Crosse for six years, with marked success.

Shiocton-Rev. Philo Hitchcock, pastor, is hoping to have a new chapel soon with selfsupport also assured.

Waupun-Rev. John H. Rowland, pastor. A Home Department recently organized in the Sunday School proves a gratifying success. Neighborhood prayer meetings are sustained, in cooperation among the churches, and a Ministerial union of pastors has been hopefully started.

Whitewater-Rev. B. C. Preston's last sermon was listened to by an audience that taxed the capacity of the church. On Monday evening following a reception was given to Mr. and Mrs. Preston attended by several hundred people in the church. A great cluster of American beauty roses was given to Mrs. Preston and a parting gift to the retiring pastor of $50 in cash, presented in a happy speech by Prof. A. Upham. The gift was afterward measurably increased by private donations.




Mrs.




Preston's work in the primary Sundayschool class was recognized in the gift of a fine water color painting from her class. Mr. and Mrs. Preston will spend a week among Rockford, Ill., friends before going to the new field at Osage, Iowa.
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ON MISSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE. 
         (Continued). 


Milwaukee convention, Rev. I. L. Cory.

Beloit convention, Rev. Joseph Collie. Madison convention, Rev. O. L. Robinson.

Winnebago convention, Rev. D. L. Holbrook.

La Crosse convention, Rev. W. M. Ellis..

Lemon weir convention, Rev R. L. Chency.

Eau Claire convention, Rev. Alberoni Kidder.

Welsh convention, Rev. Thos. Evans. Northeastern convention, Rev. Samuel MacNeill.

Superior convention, Rev. S. E. Lathrop.




ON CHRISTIAN UNITY.




Rev. J. W. Sutherland, President R. C. Flagg, Rev. O. L. Robinson.




Colonel Ingersoll's Father.

In The Congregationalist of July 27 it is suggested that Colonel Ingersoll's hostility to Christianity "began with the rankling in his breast at injustice to his father," who was a Congregational clergyman of liberal teinper and suffered persecution for his liberality. Similar statements have appeared in other papers, religious and secular.

There is probably another side to the story. In an account of semicentennial services in the church in Waukesha, Wis., January, 1888, I find the following paragraph, written by Vernon Tichenor, Esq. a venerable member of the church, now deceased: "Rev. John Ingersoll, father of the noted Robert G. Ingersoll, first appears on the church records July 1, 1848. He did not remain with us long. He His mathad an uneasy stay with us. He rimonial affairs had been unhappy. had been married three times. His first wife was dead; his last two were living, but he had been legally divorced from them. When these things were known Mr. to the church there was trouble. Ingersoll met with the church and gave his version of his affairs. It was very plausible and no one did or could doubt the truth of his statements. But a number of leading men in the church could not be reconciled to the admitted facts, and on the 25th day of January, 1849, he asked to be and was dismissed. His usefulness as a preacher here had ended. He had been a successful evangelist, was a man of decided ability, and I believed him to be a sincere Christian."

Is it not probable that the discord in the home life had something to do with any "persecution" Mr. Ingersoll's father suffered from his brethren, and with the bitterness and contempt, with which the son treated his father's faith?-Rev. Charles W. Camp in Cogregatlonalalist of Sept. 7.




The Home Missionary rally at Madison Tuesday, 2 p. m., Dec. 12, invites and needs the presence of the ladies and young people, as well as the laymen and pastors.




Evening Song.

BY WM. HAUGHTON.




The night winds breathe about me 
  Where evening's hush hath been; 
The shadows fall without me 
  But all is peace within. 
Why should I pine or ianguish 
  Or mourn the passing light? 
For summer's dawn will vanquish 
  The summer's short-lived night. 
There's One who's ever near me, 
 To shield my life from ill,- 
He bends in love to hear me, 
 And I can trust Him still, 
What though my hands grow weary 
  Mine eyes be waxing dim? 
The night will not be dreary 


So close-so close to Him!




Life's sorrows are behind me,

And gracious now they seem, So, when he calls, He'll find me Just resting by the stream. The harbor lies before me,

And, 'midst the silence deep, His shadow will be o'er me

And near His heart I'll sleep! -Viroqua, Wis., August, 1899.




The Best Christmas Gift of All.

In choosing a Christmas gift for a friend what can afford more present or lasting pleasure than a subscription to The Youth's Companion? The delight with which it is welcomed on Christmas morning is renewed every week in the year. The charm of it is disclosed little by little as the months run their course. There is no household in which it will not prove an inspiration.

Those who wish to present a year's subscriptlon to a friend may also have the beautiful new Companion Calendar for 1900 sent with it. This caleudar is a reproduction in twelve color printings of three exquisite designs by a celebrated American artist, a member of the American Water-Color Society. In addition to this all the issues of The Companiou for the remaining weeks of 1899 are sent free from the time subscription is receiv ed for the new volume. Illustrated Announcement Number containing a full prospectus of the volume for 1900 sent free to any address. THE YOUTH'S COMPANION, 203 Columbus Avenue. Boston, Mass.




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is called so the fact that the COMMITTEE of INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D. 
  Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J. O. Myers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 










A
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Faultless Loans

NETTING INVESTORS




5, 5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage. lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $200 up, are usually for a term of 5 years, 
interest semi-annual, remitted without cost to lender 
in New York or Chicago exchange. 


    Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving 
full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc. 





Adress,
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NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





to the development of vigorous West and North-West.




thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


Classical and English; accredited by In Equipment

the best Universities and Colleges of the West and the East.

Native Teachers of German and French




Music Department directed by

EMIL LIEBLING.




Art, Elocution, Physical Training. 
     MISS E. C. SABIN, President. 





Rochester




THE title to the proper- 
ty of this new institution 
is vested in Beloit Col- 


Academy, lege, and the Academy

will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and work. It will make a WIS., specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to tea h.

To develop right character, thought-pow er and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to

C. A. FARNAM, Principa,.




Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
son's Hall of Science,containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Ob- 
servatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


The Academy

Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 





For tickets and full information apply to agents of

Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager.




W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass. and Ticket At
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Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest circulation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year: four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&Co,361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D. G
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Waterworks, Ele tric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is done in Four Departments Engineering Department.

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Eelctric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department.

Bids upon proposals for the construction and installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants. Years of experience and trained talent give reliability to our work in this department.

Financing Department.

Buys and sells bonds and other securities 
of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. 
Gives particular attention to refunding 
high rate securities. 


Dept. of Negotiation and 
Legal Advice. 


Acts between cities and franchise com- 
panies, as arbitrators, appraisers and re- 
ferees in contested cases. Makes a special- 
ty in promoting the transfer of franchise 
plants to the ownership of municipalities. 
 Experienced judgment, trained talent. 
and financial responsibility are elements 
that enter into all our work. 





Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,
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Author of "THE MIND OF THE MASTER," "BESIDE THE BONNIE BRIER BUSH," etc.

A Life of Christ by the Rev. Dr. John Watson (better known as Ian Maclaren) is a work that speaks sufficiently for itself. The work embodies all that is told in the sacred records, in a spirit unfailingly devout and reverential. To add to the value of the work, it will be illustrated, largely in color, from pictures made in Palestine by Corwin Knapp Linson.

Other Features-A novel by Anthony Hope, frequent contributions by Rudyard Kipling, short stories by Mark Twain.

Other Short Stories by such well known writers as Fret Harte, Cy Warman, Booth Tarkington, Shan F. Bullo.k, Tighe Hopkins, Robert Barr, Clinton Ross, W. A. Fraser.

Interesting Articles by Lieut. R. P. Hobson, Capt. Joshua Slocum, Hamlin Garland, R. S. Baker, Rev. C. T. Brady, Prof. E. S. Holden, Ex-Gov. G. S. Boutwell, and others.
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VOL. VI.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, JANUARY, 1900.




How a Layman Views It.

DON'T FAIL TO READ THIS.




In my opinion the reason that our church has so largely increased her contributions to Home Missions is because our pastor and his wife believe in them so strongly that they cause the members of their church to believe, too, sufficiently to pay.




MR. H. W. CARTER:




No. 3.




Dec. 28, '99.




Dear Sir: Can you give me some information in regard to the Home Missionary work in Wisconsin? What is needed and where and. what is being done? *We do not take the Church Life, and I do not know anyone who does in our church. I really know very little about the work, and I




When the church did not raise anything to speak thought, as secretary, you would be best able




of but the minister's salary it was a very difficult task to do that. Now, however, there is less talk about raising the salary, (and no one seems to doubt its being raised) than money for other purposes.

It seems strange that there should be any trouble to raise so small a sum as eighteen thousand dollars, or twenty thousand, in a state so wealthy as Wisconsin. State pride should prevent it from continuing to beg for help in New England. We certainly are better able to pay our own bills than New England is to help all the rest of the United States. To me it seems disgraceful to beg what we can easily supply ourselves.

Congregationalists, so far as I know them, are rather above than below the average in the possession of this world's goods. If that is the fact, there certainly must be two hundred churches in the state which have one or more members who are able and willing to pay twenty-five to two hundred dollars each if the need is properly presented to them by their minister. I don't think I am an exceptional case, but must say that the main reason why I did not begin to give earlier was because I didn't understand the need, and our ministers didn't ask in a way to make me realize its importance. Business men have a good deal to think of, and while willing to help along a good cause are liable to wait for some one in whom they have confidence, to solicit them for needed help for Home Missions or any other cause.

To make my thought practical, I will pledge myselfto pay two hundred dollars a year for the next five years, by which time the churches ought to be so accustomed to raise Home Missionary money that there could be no trouble to raise twenty-five thousand dollars, or more, if needed.

Of course, it should not all be raised by individual subscriptions or the churches would lose all interest in Home Missions, which would be a great injury to them. For a church that has not any interest in anything but itself is no more respectable than an individual of the same class. A WISCONSIN LAYMAN.




It ies Its Own Argument. The letter below has just come to the Beloit office, and we venture to present it to our readers, not in criticism of the letter, (which is most welcome), but to point a clear moral.




to tell me what I want to know.
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[*The italics are ours.-Ed.] No wonder people do not know without the main source of such knowledge at hand.

We have lately learned of an Endeavor society, which, for two years past, has raised a certain sum to pay its dues to the State and District Endeavor work-that is, for Endeavor convention expenses-and has innocently reported it as "Home Missions!"

"If every pastor gives a faithful heart," such misapprehensions and bewilderment will be impossible. Circulate OUR CHURCH LIFE among your people.

Our Church Life:




1900.




After full conferences with Rev. H. A. Miner and others interested in the improvement and increased circulation of Our Church Life, various suggested changes will be made.

Among them, instead of the long contributed editorials upon the second page, short or paragraphic articles will appear by a new list of writers for our paper, who will be styled "Special Contributors." Will the new contributors please note this proposed change?

Short (very short) stories and paragraphs for the children, and for a "Home Department," are invited.

More church news items, brief, and of general interest, are wanted. Will those pastors especial-. ly who have not formed the habit, personally, or through an appointed reporter, forward items as often as once a quarter, thus observing the Golden Rule and adding to the interest and effectiveness of the paper?

Brief write-ups of mission fields, and other matters of interest, it is planned to reprint in separate leaflets for the use of missionary societies, and others who seek interesting missionary liter




ature.




It is planned to make the paper more popular and effective than ever. The same general management and arrangements for printing and issuing continue.

The uniform price of twenty-five cents is unchanged. We are sure none of you could wish it less and we are loth to make it more.

The delay in settling plans calls for prompt pushing of parish clubs.

Send your church agent's name, with number of specimens and subscription slips you desire. Let the campaign be prompt, short and effective, up to the self support mark, at least.









Home Missionary Rally at Madison no boxes became overheated; there were no colli




The Call.




The Executive Committee of our Home Missionary Society, at its meeting November 2, voted unanimously to make an earnest effort to secure the attendance of every minister in our connection in the state, and also as large a representation of the lay members of the churches as possible, at a Home Missionary Rally at Madison, December 12, 1899, at 2:00 p. m. A part of the work of notifying the churches and ministers was given to the undersigned. In accordance with this action this notice is sent to you with the cordial and urgent invitation that you come to this meeting. No battle can be fought in Luzon, and no victory can be won except by men who are ready to shed their blood or give their life for their country's cause. No minister of the gospel, no worthy church member enters the service of Christ on less heroic terms. The problem of self-support in this state cannot be solved by any spirit less resolute than this. Accordingly, the occasion of self support which now confronts us furnishes a rare opportunity for us to bring our Christian service up to the heroic level where it belongs.

Do this, and self support is assured. Do this, and victory will break forth along all our battle lines.

Dear brother, your presence is needed at the rally at Madison. We cannot afford to have you remain away. Come!




Cordially yours, JOSEPH Collie.




P. S.-The enclosed postal card is to facilitate your response to this invitation. Please send me your reply promptly.

Madison will provide entertainment. 
Will your church send a delegate? 





The Result.




A RARE MEETING.




The Madison Home Missionary Rally, Dec. 12, was noteworthy in various respects. The following sketchy performance makes no pretention to completeness.

1. It was a unique meeting. To gather the representatives of our churches from every section of the state, to hold a meeting of only two hours' duration, for the ratification of our self-support movement, was a brave innovation which developed into a cheering success.

There was no appearance of haste or of rushing matters, but simply a modern celerity in doing things. The guns used were all of the rapid fire sort, the aim was good and the fort was held.

2. The success of the meeting was largely due to good leadership. That always counts. In this case it was conspicious. "One thing I do" seemed to be the leader's motto. So the train was kept on the track; the stations were promptly called;
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sions; we were through on schedule time, with twenty minutes for refreshments.

3. This implies that it was a successful meeting. It was truly such. As a test of our interest in self-support it was reassuring. In this enlarged undertaking for the spiritual wellfare of our beloved Wisconsin we must walk by faith, we must cherish the assurance of the thing we hope for. The Madison rally was a great aid in giving substance to that self-support which is yet unseen. The courageous and hopeful tone of the meeting was an important contribution to the cause.

4. It was a harmonious meeting. It was more than the meeting of the representatives of churches which are united in the same convention. It was ciently prize these opportunities of getting out of a meeting of brethren and sisters. Do we sufficiently prize these opportunities of getting out of ourselves and of taking pleasure in the spirit and efforts of others? In this respect the Madison rally was very refreshing.

Our thanks are also heartily rendered to our Madison friends for their hospitality. Whatever becomes of self-support, the Madison rally is one of the happy memories which cannot be taken from us. J. C.




Dr. E. G. Updike Said:




I listened last night to an interesting paper on the unused material in French Canada for romance literature. I have been thinking of the unused material in Wisconsin for state making. We have in this common wealth material for a great state. It is the chief business of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society to develop this material. Nothing can be more important than this. Both religion and patriotism are called into service in such a work, and it is difficult to tell where the one leaves off and the other begins.

There are times when responsibility may be even greater than ability. Responsibility in its full measurement is to be determined by what man and God can do working together. If I have a piece of work to do I am responsible, not only for what my full physical strength may be, but I am responsible for what I can do using all my powers in connection with the powers of nature. I cannot speak so as to be heard in Milwaukee, but I can use the telephone and do it, and I am responsible for its use. Our religious work is generally planned in too small a way. We measure our available strength and say only such and such things can be done and forget God altogether. With every command there goes a promise, and we have a right to understand that we are workers together with God. The largest plans, when we have Infinite Wisdom and Infinite Power on our side are not too great. Self-support for the Wisconsin Home Missionary society is not too great an undertaking. To accomplish this Madison will do her share.









Ask of God.




THE TIME TO UNITE IN PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL BLESSING UPON THE CHURCHES.

Truly such a time is upon us. This matter of Wisconsin support for Wisconsin Home Missionary work is not a project devised by some man or men and foisted upon us by some self-constituted committee. We have simply been led by the Lord up to an opportunity and responsibility of His own appointment. Can any thoughtful one doubt that the accomplishment of this splendid task and a profound quickening in the life of our churches are mutually involved? On the one hand the worthy working out of this Home Missionary problem will result only from the radical compulsion of God's Spirit in the hearts of our people, giving us the inspiring vision of the problem before us and the heart for its sacrificial accomplish. ing. Ingenious devices and multiplied exhortations have their place, but they cannot take the place of real enrichment of spiritual life. And for this, we must find our altars. On the other hand, as we try to do our best with this responsibility, especially if we clearly discern God's leading in it, we shall find the Christ life rising richer within us and making us more nearly equal to other tasks and problems. It must always prove more blessed to give, and lift and sacrifice than to enjoy gifts and ease. Yes, this is a time when God is drawing near the churches of our commonwealth with a challenge and a blessing. And therefore these are the days in which it is our privilege to unite with special directness, unanimity and attentiveness for the blessings of His full equipment. Brethren, let us to the secret place, the place discovered by all those who, facing arduous duties, have aspired to do them as God bid; the place where light is shed and fire is kindled. W. M. ELLIS.




Self-Support Sunday.

We adopted at Madison, for our Congregational churches of Wisconsin, a new calendar day, Self-Support Sunday. We fixed for a date, Feb. 4. Only two objections were made. (1) That some churches have plans that will be interferred with. (2) That the date chosen will interfere with the date fixed by the American Board for a Foreign Mission Sunday for our Sunday-schools-Sunday, Jan. 21.

The general answer to these objections was that no date could be chosen that would accommodate us all ideally. While the value of a calendar day, illustrated by Christmas, Easter, Children's Day, Rally Day, Decision Day, is so great that it is wise for the churches to change their plans, if necessary, at inconvenience, to conform to a date made uniform throughout the state. This answer was approved without dissent. It may be added that the fixing of this date does not necessarily interfere with the use of Jan. 21 for our Sunday.
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schools as a special day for an offering for Foreign Missions.

HOW TO USE SELF SUPPORT SUNDAY.

The following suggestions were made.

(1). Approach the day by preaching upon Home Missions the previous Sunday, Jan. 28, ard by making the subject of the mid-week prayer meeting of the previous week, "Self-Support of Home Missions in Wisconsin."

(2). Let every pastor write a pastoral letter on the subject and enclose it with an envelope for a contribution to every member of the church and congregation.

(3). Aim to secure a concerted offering from all the organizations of the church on that date; from the societies of women; the C. E. societies; the Sunday-schools.

(4). Put forth special efforts, with certain individuals, to secure large gifts.

(5). Make the week previous to Feb. 4, in some special way, a self denial week for Home Mis. sions.

(6). Aim, on Feb. 4, to secure, widely, an exchange of pulpits and to bring into service leading laymen and our college meu, presidents and professors.

Ideally, the entire offering of every church should be actually contributed on that day, so that, within the following month, it may be forwarded to Mr. Blackman, our treasurer. If this cannot be done the amount can be pledged for subsequent payment.

AND LET US NOT FORGET; that this day may be so used as a day of consecration, as to bring widespread spiritual blessings throughout our churches in this great common




wealth.




G. R. LEAVITT.




Let Home Missions Head the List for 1900.

THE DISASTER OF FAILURE.

There is one aspect of the forward movement in Home Missions that is likely to be lost sight of. There is a stock of personal interest, faith and courage in Christian work, most essential and helpful to the work of Christ's kingdom, that failure in the forward movement will surely impair. I will say frankly that many of our most faithful and ablest workers in Wisconsin have a profound interest in the success of the cause of self-support in our Home Missionary work. I refer not only to our superintendent, who has unbounded faith and zeal in the cause, and to our district missionaries, whose faithful labors heartily commend them to the churches, but especially to busy pastors, who are taking a deep interest in the progress of the new movement, and more especially still to a goodly number of wise and deeply interested laymen who are heart and soul committed to the cause, and to a thousand women heartily enlisted in the cause, and also to our toiling, self-sacrificing home missionaries,









whose hearts will be gladdened by success in our effort at self-support. For us to fail in the movement which has been started for self-support in Wisconsin Home Missionary work is to dampen the ardor, lessen the zeal and bitterly disappoint all of the noble workers whom I have named. This we can by no means afford. Such an outcome of our present undertaking would be expensive beyond our ability to estimate. There is no limit to the courage and zeal of a victorious army. We ought to thank our Heavenly Father for the brave and consecrated forces that are heartily enlisted in the cause of Wisconsin Home Missionsofficers of the Home Missionary society, pastors of churches, consecrated laymen, missionaries on our fields-and do all that lies in our power to deserve and retain the confidence of all our forces. Long time and much labor are required to raise up and enlist such a company of workers. We would better make almost any sacrifice than weaken and discourage the workers.

The movement for self-support was undertake at the West Superior meeting with unanimity and enthusiasm. It is a movement that was begotten of the faith and zeal of our churches, represented by their pastors and delegates at West Superior. A weighty obligation now rests upon the churches, led by their pastors, to support with unflagging interest and generous gifts of money the officers and leaders of the Home Missionary society, upon whom falls the responsibility of carrying out the will of the churches so heartily and unanimously expressed at West Superior for self-support.

No one can doubt that a united and determined effort on the part of every Congregational pastor and church in Wisconsin would guarantee splendid success in our present undertaking. I do not like to think of the possibility of failure in our effort at self-support, but I will say, that if we do fail, the responsibility will not rest upon the officers of the Home Missionary society, nor upon the class of churches that did their full share in the work last year, but upon that considerable number of churches that fail to realize how much depends upon their efforts in such a work, and that neglect to do what they easily could do to lend success to the Home Missionary cause. If in some way I could secure the attention of all pas tors who are liable to fail of arousing their churches, this present Home Missionary year, to a reasonable effort in behalf of Home Missions, and of all lay members of our churches who are liable not to do all that lies in their power to secure success for the forward movement, I should say kindly, but frankly, "Brethren, if we Congregationalists of Wisconsin meet with defeat and disaster in

our most holy undertaking to support the Home Missionary work this year, the blame will be upon you." Yes, fellow laborers in this high cause, this is our problem, how to secure for our undertaking the hearty cooperation of every Congregational pastor and church in Wisconsin. If we can solve this problem we shall secure the amount of money




needed to do our Home Missionary work this year. If we fail to secure the cooperation of any considerable number of pastors and churches, we shall meet with defeat, become involved in burdensome, disheartening debt, and be forced to make retreat when we ought to advance, and when retreat means partial defeat and discouragement throughout our ranks. It is Christian to let the cause of Home Missions have the right of way in every church of our order in Wisconsin this year. In our benevolent work this cause should be regarded as paramount.

As I set down these words I lifted my eyes to the map of Wisconsin that hangs upon the walls of my study, and there came to me the old and cherished vision-that vision that the lamented Blaisdell taught me to see so clearly-our beloved commonwealth redeemed and transformed by the power of our Christian forces. A wider knowledge of the state gained in recent years has revealed to me very clearly the large place that Home Missionary work must necessarily have in Wisconsin's full redemption. In many a rural district, for some time to come, the Home Missionary must be the leader of such forces as work for salvation. In those vast areas of North Wisconsin, as yet sparsely settled, but soon to be peopled with an innumerable host of busy workers, the Home Missionary must necessarily be for sev eral years to come the organizer and leader of Christian forces. The call is for the ample support of those who are the ordained leaders of the work of Wisconsin's regeneration and spiritual upbuilding. I, for one, pledge my best efforts in behalf of the forward movement. C. A. WIGHT.




Dear Brother:




The Upshot.

SENT TO EVERY PASTOR




At the successful self-support rally in Madison, Dec. 12, a provisional appportionment, unanimously approved, was made of the $18,000 needed for the current year, October to October.

The amount suggested for your church was $-May we count on your earnest cooperation in the effort to reach or exceed this goal?

It is designed to have all departments share in making up this sum total, and that the amount be exceeded where this can be done reasonably and without damage to our other missionary responsibilities.

It is agreed that, for the ultimate success of all, the Home Missionary enterprise in Wisconsin has for us the first claim, at least until our great undertaking of self-support is fully accomplished.

Can you secure or direct us to one or more extra gifts from those able to make them?

The first Sabbath in February (the 4th) was fixed upon as Home Missionary Self-support Sunday. All are asked to plan for this Sabbath by previous prayer and preaching services, and join in a general exchange of pulpits upon the 4th, with the gathering upon this date of the largest reasonable Home Missionary offering from the Sabbath school, the Endeavor society, the Woman's society, as well as from the church and congregation. For the Executive Committee,

HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary.
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Editorial Briefs




Happy New Year!

"Wash you, and make you clean; 
   Put away the evil of your doings 
    From before mine eyes; 





Cease to do evil!




Learn to do well!




Seek justice;

Relieve the oppressed;

 Judge the fatherless; 
Plead for the widow." 





-Isaiah the Prophet. "If we are clearly convinced that God is everywhere, we may get the notion, which we ought to have, that the reason why we do not apprehend Him better is because we are not enough like Him, have not moral kinship enough with Him, to detect Him. Not by the impact of sense but by the divineness of our being can we touch God. Righteousness knows its home and rests in the bosom of God."-Rev. Chas. Caverno, in "The Ten Words."




**
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North Wisconsin Academy, with its marked in crease of students, needs furnishings for more students' rooms. Write Prof. M. J. Fenenga, Ashland. A jubilee day is proposed, Jan. 17, in view of the final extinction of their burdensome debt. The Academy folk are crying Hallelujah! and we join them in the doxology.




*




"YOUR MONEY WITH YOUR LIFE; GIVE IT!" is the suggestive title of a leaflet by Rev. George A. Hood, field secretary for New England, of the C. C. B. S. It is published at two cents each or one dollar a hundred by the United Society of Christian Endeavor, Boston and Chicago. Send for it.




For Exchange Self Support Sabbath, Feb. 4, any who desire may report to the Beloit office, at once, their own names, if they are ready to exchange, or if, as laymen or unsettled ministers they are ready to donate one or more Sabbaths to the forward movement. It is supposed that pastors will generally make these arrangements for themselves, and seek the aid of prominent lay and other workers.

What Does Self-Support Mean?




Self-support means economy in business, doing a larger business with the same capital, as we do the entire business of the state with one set of officers and one administration. It means unity in the work of the whole state. Our interests and objects are one, and there is a power in doing the work by the same methods and in the same spirit. This means the raising of $18,000 in the state, but it is a good business principle to increase our investment in order to economize in administration and do a larger amount of business in proportion than before. And to raise this money means sacrifice, planning, hard work and consecrated service; but that is what we are in the world for. And all of this brings its blessings. It will exalt the financial reputation of the state throughout the whole nation for the word to go out that Wisconsin can and does take care of her own mission work. And there will come the feeling of broader life that comes to the youth as he assumes the new responsibilities of manhood. We shall feel the same, only in higher sense, as we assume and fulfill our responsibility and reap the rewards of And the largest offerings ever brought forth for service in the name and spirit of the Master the world of needs outside Wisconsin.




May the New Year bring increased joys and enlarged hearts to all our Wisconsin household.




*
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Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Missionary society. Last year we exceeded our aim by a




sionary Union.




OFFICERS.




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. H. M. WHITNEY, Beloit; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. 
Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. 
Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison. 


All moneys should be sent to the treasurer. Mrs. L. E. Smith, 140 E. Gorham Street, Madison.

Financial Report, Nov. 28 to Dec. 29.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Sparta, $12; Elkhorn, $32.60; Platteville, $4.25; Wauwatosa, $5; Brodhead, $4.78; Union Grove, $10; Arena 1st, $3.46; Endeavor, $4.50.
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Mrs. Updike was glad to represent the noble two-thirds of the church membership who are doing some work through the channels of the Woman's Home Missionary Union, to the end that the work of the women may be made more effective in scattering information and in gathering up the money to help forward self-support. She asked the help of the pastors, not only for their own women's societies, but for the officers of the Women's Home Missionary Union, to enable them to reach the women in churches having no such societies. Information concerning the work actually done in the state put in some definite form to be available for missionary programs is very much needed. She pledged the hearty co-operation of the Women's Home Missionary Union in this movement, and, as a practical expression, the women are asked to aim toward an increase of forty per cent over the amount raised last year for work in the state.




OUR AIM FOR 1900.




A contribution from every woman in our churches.




TO RAISE $3,500.




For Wisconsin Home Missionary society, $2,100; American Missionary Association, $800; Congregational Education society, $200; Cougregational Church Building society, $150; Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing society, $150; Special objects $100.

We wish every woman in our churches could feel something of the enthusiasm for Home Missionary work in our own state, felt by those who were present at the rally held in Madison a few weeks since. Self-support for the entire state is a responsibility already assumed by the Home Missionary society. In view of the great effort necessary to meet this responsibility it is imperative that the women of the churches should do their very best. That means, perhaps, a good deal better than we did last year. The aim set before us for several years past has been to raise $1,500 for the Wisconsin Home




little more than $100. This year we want to set our mark considerably higher. Can we put it at $2,100, forty per cent. higher than last year? This, of course, is only for the work in Wisconsin. Other interests must not be neglected, but just now our own home work seems to be first in our thought. Comparing the aim as published above with that of last year, you will note an increase of $800, making the total amount aimed to raise for Home Missionary work $3,500. There are 14,927 women in the membership of the the Congregational churhes in our state-less than twenty-four cents a member to raise the whole amount if each one did her part. Who will constitute herself a committee of one to see that every woman in her local church has an opportunity to give something for missions this year? Shall we reach our aim this year? Not for the glory of the Woman's Home Missionary Union, but for the sake, and in the name of the Master whom we serve. MRS. E. G. Updike. In the removal of Prof. Whitney and his family from Beloit the Woman's Home Missionary Union loses its first vice-president and one of its most interested and efficient workers. Mrs. Whitney's co-workers on the Executive Board will greatly miss her clear judgment and good counsel. May prosperity attend them in their new home.
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Day of Jubilee for Ashland.

Will you kindly announce in the next Church Life that North Wisconsin Academy is actually and positively out of debt? The last dollar is paid over, and the mortgages are cancelled. The amount was all pledged more than a year ago, but several hundred dollars of the subscriptions fail to materialize and had to be raised a second time-no easy job as you may imagine. About $1,800 had to be duplicated, but it is done, done, done, and there is not a dollar of mortgage indebtedness on the institution. Five hundred dollars would pay all floating debt-mostly salaries due our patient and heroie teachers who have willingly consented to let their wages go into the debt and wait for it to be raised.

Our hearts sing for joy and are lighter than for many a day. Mr. McCormick, of Hayward, paid $1,250 himself and is going to send his son here to enter school next week. Glory, hallelujah!

Principal Fenenga is a host-has thirty-six students enrolled, and seven or eight more coming next week. Please put this into some kind of readable shape. In my overweening gladness I have jumbled things. [We couldn't possibly do it better. ED.] The future of the school now seemes positively assured.

Our Academy trustees have voted to have a jubilee celebration of the emancipation from debt, on Wednesday, Jan 17, 1900. We invite all former principals to attend, or, if unable to be present, to send (without fail) a letter of congratulation and enconragement. Rejoicingly yours, STANLEY E. LATHROP.




Personal.




The great loss to Christendom in the death of Mr. Moody cannot be over-stated. His work and spirit have come to be one of the noblest characteristic types of the closing century. His visible fruitage has been great, but the personal influences and evangelistic careers he has set in motion will be greater. Among them the Northfield school and the Moody school and church in Chicago, though greatly important, are to be counted but a fraction. His name and power will live on both sides of the sea. It is deeply interesting to observe the uniform and warm tributes of the secular press to his personal character and religious career-a tone in marked coutrast with that which chronicled Ingersol's death. To the Christian world his life-work is wonderfully suggestive as showing what use the Holy Spirit can make of a large-souled, simple hearted, meagerly trained, but wholly consecrated lay




man.




The passing of President Henry C. Simmons, so suddenly, Dec. 20, at Fargo, S. Dak., is not only a great bereavement to Fargo College and the Fargo churches, but to Wisconsin as well, where Mr. Simmons was reared in the city of Beloit and . was graduated from Beloit College in the class of '69. His work has been strong and intense, both as pastor, Home Missionary superintendent and college president. He was a man of plain address and practical qualities, what is known as a "hustler" in his work, and with plenty of good sense, consecration, and a clear vision of the Kingdom of God.

We are sorry not to be able to present in full this month owing to the pressure of important matter, two somewhat, extended obituaries, one of Mr. William Edwards, an old and faithful member of the Welsh church at Berlin Settlement, who died Dec. 13. The other was the Rev. Griffith Griffiths, of




Glen Ellyn, Ill., who died of heart disease at Ixonia, Wis., Saturday, Dec. 9, where he was visiting.

The Bible Institute building, at Watertown, was closedsays "Truth"-Dec. 28, for the winter. The principal, Mr. J. R. Pratt, and his family, have gone to their old home, Troy, N. Y. Later he will begin an evangelistic campaign in Iowa. It seems to be implied that the Watertown Institute may not be reopened.

Born, Oct. 15, to Rev. and Mrs. J. E. Evans, Osseo, a son. Daughters were born in November to Rev. A. E. Fraser, Lake Mills, and Rev. W. T. Ream, Watertown. Dec. 13, to Rev. and Mrs. John Willan, Niellsville.

Rev. H. H. Benson, who did at Wauwatosa, Dec. 1, had been a pioneer worker for many years in Wisconsin, and for many years resided at Beloit. He has a son and a daughter in the ministry.

President Flagg addressed the Ripon Pastor's Union recently in an able paper on The Theological Training for Today.

Rev. J. T. Chynoweth spends the winter in the south, for his health, by the exceptional generosity of his people. Rev. D. L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac, supplies Sheboygan meanwhile.

Hon. John J. Esch, the new member of Congress from La Crosse district, is a member of the Congregational church, in La Crosse, and the efficient and popular teacher of a class of young men in the Sunday-school. He is a native of Sparta, and after his graduation from the State University, taught in the High school in that city for a few years until he began the study of law. He made confession of faith in the first year of Pastor Crawford's pastorate in 1883. He is a man of firm principle, correct habits, happy in his home, an eloquent speaker, an indefatigable worker, a man of good bodily proportions, robust health, an unfailing good nature, who enjoys the esteem and good will of everybody. His age is thirtyeight.

Rev. J. F. Eaton, D. D., of Rochester church, also temporarily fills the principalship of Rochester Academy, in place of Principal C. A. Farnam, who was released to accept a position elsewhere.

All rejoice with the family and Iron River church that the pastor. Rev. Lee A. Brink, who wandered away under temporary derangement of mind, was discovered in Chicago by his brother. After a rest, during which time his pulpit was supplied by Rev. F. B. Doe and Secretary H. W. Carter, he was able to resume his work as usual.

Miss Florence Loomis, youngest daughter of Rev. A. L. P. Loomis, of Windsor, was married, Dec. 27, to Mr. Clayton Haswell, a business young man of Madison.

Rev. C. A. Osborne, of Lake Geneva, chairman of the state Sunday-school committee, attended a joint conference of the Michigan and Wisconsin Sunday-school committees in Chicago, Dec. 13.




RIPON ITEMS.




Dr. Atwood, of Shantung Mission, North China, an alumnus of Ripon College, now resting among friends at Berlin, addressed the students in Ripon College Chapel Dec. 7. Mr. Atwood was also heard with interest at the Winnebago convention, Menasha.

Other recent speakers in the Ripon Chapel have been Rev. C. A. Payne, of Berlin, Nov. 28, on "Some Curious Sights in Italy," and Rev. S. M. MacNeill-another alumnus-Dec. 5, on "Realism and Idealism in Fiction."

The College gave a jubilant reception to Prof. Erickson (the coach) and to its victorious Football Team, with a banquet in the dining hall, Nov. 25.—From College Days.




BELOIT ITEMS.




Dr. Washington Gladden lectured, Dec. 19. Dr. T. D. Christie, president of St. Paul College, Tarsus, class of 1873, with Rev. W. W. Curtis, of Japan, class of 1870, dined and spoke at Emerson Hall, early in December. Mr. Christie also spoke at Vesper service.

The Round Table offers prizes for short stories. 
The College Quintet are out on a concert tour. 


Dr. Arthur H. Smith (1867) of China, has a rew book out on "Village Life in China."-From the Round Table.




The Home Missionary Society as to Sunday




Trains.




ACTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE NOV. 2, 1899. The question having been raised, as to the use of Sunday trains by missionaries and others in the service of our society, the executive committee concurs unanimously in voting that we expect all our Home Missionary workers to be guided by the common Christian sentiment in our churches, upon Sabbath desecration, in refraining from the use of Sunday trains.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS. REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
     Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris. 





                  District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB. C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. Myers, 
                REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. 
Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D.. J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, L. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S T. KIDDER, 
               REV. R. L. CHENEY, Rev. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. Davies. 
                                 REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Financial Statement for December, 1899.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Bangor Welsh, $1.65; Beloit 1st, $9.41; Bloomington, $3; Brodhead, $2; Cleveland, $14: Clinton, $14.25; Eau Claire 1st, $200; Elkhorn. $19.65; Elroy, $21; Emmet Welsh, $4.91; Fish Creek Welsh, $2.80; Fulton, $7; Ixonia Welsh, $6 90; Maine, $1.31; Milton, $1; Mt. Zion Welsh, $11.18; Pleasant Valley, $2.30; Pike Grove Welsh, $0 60, Racine Welsh, $12 60; Raymond $2.61; Rio, $2.92; Roberts, $1.03; Rosendale Welsh, $11 38; Shopiere, $19: Sparta $3.22; Stoughton, $1.50; Two Rivers, $2 50; Total.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

A friend, Beloit, $20; Rev. W. A. Whitcomb, Spring Valley, $6.75; a friend, Ashland, $6; Rev. L B. Nobis, Cashton, $5; Miss Mary Reed, Fontana, $5; Cash, Prairie du Chien, $2; Samuel Knox, Seymour, $2; Mrs. E. P. Lamb, Ladoga. $2; Miss Mamie Vanderbie, Larimore, N. D., $2; Rev. Thomas Evans, Racine, $1; Thos. West, Raymond, $0.75.




Total.........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S. C. E.




Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $12; Sheboygan, $20; Total.........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.




Lancaster.......




Contribution of W. H. M. U............




Total for December......




Total for November..




Total for October.....




Grand Total........




.$ 379 72




52 50




32.00




418 76 59




$ 544.99 594.67 437.74




$1,577.40




District Missionaries Dexter and Whitelaw, by a general agreement, now have their districts divided by a north and south line by conventions, instead of by an east and west line, as heretofore. Thus the old division into North and South Wisconsin is obliterated, and each is put in touch with both ends of the state and all sorts of fields. Their appointments are made, as heretofore, under the direction of the secretary to whom applications should be sent as long in advance as possible. Missionary Assistant Macumber is available, as heretofore, for supplies and service on mission fields in evangelistic and financial needs.




The apportionment as voted at Madison rally will be understood as agreed to by those present, unless notice to the contrary is forwarded to the Beloit office.




For Feb. 4th Rally day, as requested by vote at Madison, rearrange your schedule to join in the observance and offering, if at all practicable. At any rate concentrate attention and prayer upon the self-support movement.

The Welsh churches, in carrying out the purpose to secure an offering from every church, have sent, through the treasurer of the convention, offerings from more than half their number, with more to follow. A considerable advance is made in amount and number of givers.




-:




From the Field.

DISTRICT MISSIONARY F. N. DEXTER.

On Nov. 4th, 1899, your missionary had the privilege of sitting in eouncil with other brethren, at Steuben, Wis., to examine Brother Arthur W. Cook with a view of ordaining him to the Home Missionary service in the Gospel ministry. The Venerable Rev. H. A. Miner, known among all our churches for many years, as successful pastor, Home Missionary Superintendent,editor of Our Church Work, state registrar and compiler of our state minutes, was chosen moderator, and conducted the examination.

The great success of Brother Cook in his work in this field, comprising Steuben, Maple Ridge and Harris Ridge, with sev




eral other preaching stations, in building up the kingdom o Christ in both spiritual and material things, in his ministry covering a little over two years, the fact that he had led in the successful erection of two beautiful houses of worship, and at the same time had large additions to the churches was brought out. The providential leadings, and the assurance of a distinct call to preach the gospel. The previous training as a leader of men in large manufacturing institutions and the evidence of marked ability, individuality and consecration shown in his paper, all of these things so impressed the council that with unanimous voice they advised his ordination to the work to which Brother Cook is so evidently called.




DEDICATIONS. STEUBEN.




On Sunday, Nov. 5th, the church edifice in Steuben, was dedicated. It is a fine wooden building that cost about $1500. The Congregational Church Building society gave $300. The people went to the dedication service with $400.00 to raise to secure the $300 from the C B. S. Brother Miner preached iu the forenoon. Brother F. W. Schoenfeld came over from Bloomington and took charge of the fir ancial service in the afternoon, and with wonderful earnestness he eloquently pleaded with the people to dedicate themselves to God, and to bring in their gifts. The $400 more were quickly raised. It was a joyous meeting. The singing was uncommonly hearty. The people gathered with joyous hearts into the evening service and after a stirring sermon by Rev. J. W. Hadden, a form. er pastor, the building was formally set apart by prayer by District Missionary Dexter. Pastor Cook and his people deserve much praise for their great self-sacrifice in building so wisely with a view to the coming years.

JONESVILLE. This country church, left pastorless in the spring, went bravely forward and in a beautiful grove has erected the most tasty appearing church building in Adams Co. On Nov. 15, 1899, your missionary, assisted by expastor Stevenson, and Bros. Chambers andChase dedicated house to the service of God. There was at his small debt assumed by private persons, and there was no Church Building society aid. This is now one of our most promising country fields. For the support of preaching it is yoked

with other Adams Co. churches.




A MISSIONARY TRIP.




Instead of the usual semi-annual meeting of Lemon weir Convention, a series of Fellowship meetings was planned among the churches, and your district missionary was asked to lead them. The theme in all the churches was: "REVIVALS: Do we need them? Prayer and Revivals, the Holy Spirit and Revivals, Benevolences and Revivals, Hindrances to Revivals." Pastors and laymen took part. Pastors Thomas, Chambers, Chase, Cheney, Rawson, Clark and Payne, and laymen Bros. Child, Burwell and others. The district missionary took his wife with him and drove his team. In fourteen days they visited Friendship, Hadlock, Quincy, White Creek, Easton, New Chester, Jonesville, Davis Corners, Endeavor. Pleasant Valley, Welsh Church Auroraville, Auroraville, Poysippi, Pine River and Saxeville. In the fourteen days we drove 300 miles and made twenty-eight addresses.




NOTES.




1. The Fellowship meetings were pointed, practical and productive of good results.

2. The Easton ladies served lunch in the town hall. 3. The open conferences on Revival of family religion, family worship, the training of our children were of very deep interest; some old christians said they were the most helpful meetings they had ever attended.

4. The Sunday night gathering in the home of Deacon Peter Nelson, in Hadlock, when the sacrament of the Lord's Supper was administered was a time of remarkable spiritual blessing. 5. We especially enjoy the good custom in Scandinavian and in German families of the children saving grace before meals, and the parents returning thanks after meals. Children so brought up will be apt to observe the forms of devotion when they have homes of their own.

6. Greatly to be commended, and widely to be followed, should be the example of some of our pastorless Home Missionary churches in keeping up regular services, the Deacons taking charge, and calling upon some one to read a sermon. I wish someone would send me Finney's Revival Lectures to be used in some of our fields. Your District Missionary occasionally visits these fields to administer sacraments.
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In Behalf of a Sacred Charity.

We are thinking, this New Year's morning, of the many greetings of "Happy New Year," heard in our Wisconsin Congregational homes. As we think of the merry voices that come from parents and children, our thoughts turn to some of our faithful workers who have given the strength of their years to the churches, but today are laid aside from their much-loved work by the feebleness of age or the hand of disease.

There are two mothers whose husbands wrought as home missionaries, one in the early days, having frontier experiences, riding over corduroy roads to minister to small congregations worshipping in schoolhouses. The wife of that pioneer home missionary, bereft of her husband and two sons, now lingers a little while longer and needs the sympathy and material help of our churches. A husband and wife, now past eighty, going hand in hand down near the shores of time are dependent upon the remittances sent from the Ministerial Aid treasury. A young man in the midst of a useful ministry must cease his work, and, with his wife, seek a milder clime. She is working heroically to support herself and husband, while she watches by his sick bed. It is hard work, but there is not a word of complaint. To them we are sending, monthly, from the treasury, while there come back notes of thanksgiving for the aid received and the hope of returning health, which now brightens every day..

But brethren, we can only send out as you send in. It will be hard to write them, "the treasury is empty." Don't compel us to do it. On this glad new year remember the recommendation of convention, to send in one communion collection from the church and a personal gift, according to salary received. See convention minutes, page 24.

With the hope that this will remind you of a sacred obligation, and that you will hasten to meet it, we extend to you our New Year's greeting. In behalf of the Board,




Madison, Wis., Jan. 1, 1900.




H. A. MINER, 
  Sec. and Treas. 





The $18,000 Apportioned.

By instructions of the Executive Committee, the Secretary with the co-operation of the president presented at the Madison Rally a lump sum as the mininum to be aimed at by each church as its share of the total to be raised in the state. As indicated by the letter sent since to each pastor (if you have not seen or heard this letter, ask your pastor about it, or write for a copy) the apportionment suggested includes the share from each sub-department of the church.

N. B. At least a thousand dollars additional to the sum total apportioned, are needed from the churches that can exceed their apportionment, and from extra gifts of those indi viduals able to make them.

The aim has been to scale up each church as high as could wisely be done, and yet to fix upon an amount which would be agreed to by the givers and which might therefore be reasonably expected. Thus over $1000 was unapportioned, to be volunteered by those who have been underrated either in ability or generosity.

Gratifying responses are already numerous. Several have said, we can and will go beyond our apportionment. No objectors have yet appeared. The spirit is earnest, the co-operation general and the outlook hopeful. Let February 4th find missionary enthusiasm at a white heat-of the anthracite, not the shavings variety.




*




*
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BEARDSLEY, REV. JOSIAH, of Rosendale, supplies Raymond and Franksville.

BARKER, REV. THOS., Hillsboro, accepts call to Tonica, Ill. CHANDLER, REV. JOSEPH, late of Owatonna, Minn., is supplying, for an extended period, at Fond du Lac.

DAMON, REV. C. W., of Wauwatosa, has begun work at Palmyra.

FARNAM, REV. GEO. E., of Ripon College, accepts call to six months' service at Plymouth church, Oshkosh.

HELIER, REV. F. O., of Sheridan, Wyoming, has entered service at Rhinelander.




HOLBROOK, REV. DAVID L., of Fond du Lac, supplying at Sheboygan-during the recuperation of Pastor J. T. Chynoweth. JORGENSEN, REY. J. C., of West Green Bay, has accepted call to Mavarino.

MORLEY, REV. J. H., who has been superintendent of C. H. M. S. for Minnesota, elected president of Fargo College, to succeed President H. C. Simmons, deceased.

PETERSON, REV. P., is supplying at West Green Bay. POTTER, REV. E. A., of Chicago University, has begun work at Mukwonago.

SPELLMAN, REV. HENRY O., has resigned at Edgerton, to pursue special studies in Chicago Seminary.

UNGER, REV. S. L., accepted call, Sept. 1, to Brodhead, WHEELER, REV. FRED S., resigned in December, at North Kaukauna.




Around Our Table.




BIBLE STUDY SONGS, For Primary Sunday School Workers and Junior Endeavor Societies. by D. B. Towner, with Blackboard Suggestions by Bertha F. Vella -Pilgrim Press Boston and Chicago, '99 pp. 163.

There is room and call for this little book. It is a jewel; a thing that is really wanted. In most churches expense forbids one song book for the primary school, another for the Junior Endeavorers and others for other departments. Here is one, well edited and compiled (D. B Towner's name is warrant enough for its tunefulness) with tunes dignified yet sweet and musical for child voices, and a great variety of hymns admirably suited to the peculiar needs of Junior and Primary work. It is helpfully indexed and arranged. The Junior organization and committee work are thoughtfully recognized. It is worshipful and strong, yet sufficiently juvenile. After fifty pages of general songs, there follows eighty more of "illtstrated songs," of a practical nature, bringing out phases of Christian life and service, with easy blackboard exercises of a really workable sort, motto songs, anniversary songs, processionals, etc. etc.; then twenty pages appended of the best of the old church hymns that are household words and which children ought to be taught, without tunes, and a closing department of "New Words to Old Tunes."




NEW BOOKS AND EXCHANGES.




THE TEN WORDS; A Study of the Commandments, by Rev. Chas. Caverno, A. M., L. L. D., Pilgrim Press Boston and Chicago, 1899, pp. 231. Dr. Caverno knows how to make strong and deep, yet stimulating, fresh and readable books. He makes distinctions clear, thinks in fresh lines and makes his sentences glow with good sense and shrewd philosophy, His illustrations are bright and always to the practical point. At times he rises to eloquence and fine epigram. No one can read this new yet devout and scholarly interpretation of the venerable decalogue, without a fresh conviction of the germ power that was in them to develop the largest, noblest conceptions yet reached in ethical research, and a deepened impression of the divineness that must have been in their authorship, and the wondrous sweep and measure of their power and completeness as rules and inspirations for human conduct. Anyone who reads the book will feel like thanking Dr. Caverno, and asking him for another.




PAMPHLETS.




REPORT OF COMMITTEE (of the National Educational Association) on the RELATION OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 1899, with compliments of the State Library Association, F. A. Hutchins, president. This is an admirable handbook for school teachers and librarians, full of suggestions, cautions, and carefully graded lists of books for supplementary reading. Also a variety of instructive matter upon improving and handling small libraries.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES. Another manual in the series begun by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, covering important birthdays in January and February; with full lists of books and readings to illustrate such events, and complete instructions for obtaining, mounting and using pictures for such celebrations. The pamphlet is a good one for teachers, mothers and Sunday-school teachers.

"WELCOME TWENTIETH CENTURY" is probably a little "too previous," in informing us that "the Nineteenth Century has passed into history," yet it has a mission to extend Christian greeting and inspire more hearty Christian service among preachers and parishes. Address Gospel Leaflet Co., 195 Wabash Ave., Chicago.

THE COAL FROM OFF THE ALTAR is a dainty and worthy reproduction of a remarkable sermon preached Dec. 5, 1899, before the Winnebago District Convention, by Rev. W. B. Millard, of New London, re-printed by the courtesy of the New London Republican. The sermon is from Isaiah v: 6-7 and its practical theme is "Some Mighty Belief, the Secret of all Power and Influence." It is a noble and spirited presentation, and is worthy of wide circulation among pastors and laymen. THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior, 1899. A complete and admirable resume of the enthusiastic session at Madison, and a compendium of the work and official lists of this busy organization.









Sad Experiences in India.




A FRESH AND PATHETIC LETTER FROM REV. H. G. BISSELL, OF




AHMEDNAGAR,




"The famine is sore in the land," has been remarked by many during the past two or three months. Following so closely upon the last tamine, it will easily exceed its severity. Scarcity has begun earlier in the year this time. People who had laid by anything for such times, were more or less prepared for the famine two years ago, but in the intervening short two years, the average family has not been able to lay by anything. This famine has therefore caught the people un




awares.




The price of grain has gone up to four times the price six months ago. Other commodities are proportionately dearer. Labor is very cheap, and employment scarce as well. Three days' wages are not enough, at present, to feed the average family one day. For five or six years, successively, insufficient rain has fallen, which has failed to fill up the springs and wells upon which this country is so dependant. Water is therefore becoming alarmingly scarce. Fields ordinarily watered by wells are being left unwatered and the crops are burning up in the sun.

The first crop of the year was not over a ten per cent. crop, and government authorities predict that the second crop will be far less. This great population is very dependent on these annual crops. Failure therefore, means an actual time of suffering from lack of food. Taking into account the very small average of crops since the last famine, and remembering that most of the grain stored up previous to the last famine was then so nearly exhausted makes the situation this year well nigh hopeless. Scarcity of water in this city and regions surrounding is likely to drive away the government troops from here. Owing to the severe epidemic of plague during the last three months, the population of this city proper is probably reduced by death and evacuation to less than one-fourth, yet many of these remaining few wander about night and day, from tank to tank, trying to collect enough water for drinking and cooking purposes. The sources of supply, which consist of small artificial lakes, are not providing the acqueducts with water, therefore the tanks in the city are remaining empty.

The suffering among the poor can hardly be realized even by those who see it. The cold weather of November has already begun and it is certain that as it increases on to January many people insufficiently fed and sadly reduced will die of cold even when the thermometer may not fall to forty-five degrees. A few days ago five women belonging to the shoe maker's caste, in this city, came into our yard. One of them had an infant in her arms, another child tied on her back and a third one led by her hand. Three or four children accompanied each of the other four women. Their story was that a fortnight previous the five husbands and fathers had joined in a plan to abandon their homes and families and start off in search of a living. There are large numbers of shoemakers in this city, but no one had seen any trace of these men. Such stories are not always to be believed, but the pinched features and thin bodies of the children and the hollow eyes and weak limbs of the mothers were witnesses of their statements. And there is no doubt that this will be the experience of many wives and mothers in increasing rapidity during the months which are to follow before any rain can be expectednot until June 1900. Later on mothers will leave their child




ren, too.




Government authorities have been hoping that rain might come and promise a good harvest for the crops, which are now six inches out of the ground, but drying up everywhere. To help the poorer people, meanwhile, relief works of a restricted character have been opened in several centres in the Bombay presidency. Unfortunately most people who go to these works accept it as the very last resort, and therefore in their reduced condition are often unable to perform the tasks set them, being principally to crush stone with small ham mers for the government roads. They have nothing to carry with them, nor can government be expected to provide them anything gratis. These relief camps are therefore the scenes of extreme exposure in the heat of day and the cold of the night, and often of hunger and other forms of suffering. Women, in delicate condition, come to such places to lift heavy stone, to walk far to secure water, to live in all this exposure, and when the time of confinement comes to have not even a rough mat to lie on or covering for the child or any of the most ordinary and barest necessities during such an illness. Less than a week ago a company of poor people, composed of different castes, left their village fourteen miles south of here for a relief work station seven miles north of the city which was the nearest for them. Some in the company could walk hardly half way the first day. Among them was a women of the sort to which I have referred above. After that weary walk of ten miles, without food or drink, she sat down by the roadside to be a mother. A few women who were in the company rendered her what help was possible, and stayed with her over night. In the morning, a little after sunrise, the mother arose wrapped a few scanty rags around the newborn babe, al dragged her way on with the company four miles further till she came to our gate. My mother learned of her condition and took her in hand to care for her. No one knew




where her husband was, and the rest of the company went on to the relief works.

Such things as these are not written for effect but they are facts which should be known throughout all Christendom. The human race is one. Suffering in one part should be enough to call forth help from another. It is true socially, as well as eclcesiastically, "if one member suffer all suffer with it." The American Board makes no allowances whatever for such emergencies. The price of grain rises four times, but the money we receive from the Board is reduced to one-half! The native mission agents have always been receiving the lowest allowances possible. This has always been the mission policy pursued. It is intended to cultivate self-denial for the sake of the Gospel. But when prices rise why should not these meagre allowances rise? In our larger boarding schools, at such times as these, expenses increase necessarily two or three times. What are the missionaries to do? Let alone the matter of helping such people as I have written of? How are we, in our regular mission work, to meet these high prices and this scarcity with the allowances for mission work reduced fifty per cent? It is a serious problem to face. The solution seems hardly to come from our own ranks. Such hard times as India is passing through today are nothing less than a loud Macedonian call for help. It is the time for Christians to prove their faith by their works. During the famine two years ago and the ravages of plague in the country for the last three years, much has been done by Christian people to show their fellowmen the readiness in which they stand because of their love and loyalty to Jesus Christ and His Kingdom, to help wherever help is needed. Among the high or among the lowly, we, your representatives out here in the service of bringing these people into the kingdom of God, cannot help interpreting the past few years' experiences of this country as in the providence of God a great opportunity to show the service which Christianity stands ready to do to needy people of whatever land or religion. The possession of abundance is a sober stewardship. The knowledge of want among others involves a responsibility. Since the founding of this mission, not long after the first quarter of this century, up to the present time, there never has been a single year when our force has been so sadly reduced as at present. Between furloughs for illness, death from sickness, and shortage of funds, discouragement is inevitable. Among the hard experiences just now, by far the hardest is not to be able to help when we see such extreme want; and when we see the great opportunity which the present stress of the country is giving us to preach Jesus Christ and his kingdom, to find our hands tied. Our prayers have been that the recent meeting of the American Board may bring large blessings to all the churches and to the mission cause the world over. Ahmednagar, Nov. 10, '99. H. G. BISSEll.

"1900-January 1.-Happy New Year, and New Century!"

I had really expected better things of you. It is all right for an infallible pope to make such a declaration; but for a fallible Congregational organ-Oh! Here is a little catechism: How many years comprise a century?




Answer: 100 years.




How many years, then, should there be in nineteen centuries? Answer: Nineteen times 100, or 1900 years.

How many years since the beginning of the Christian era will have elapsed on Dec. 31, 1899? Answer: 1899 years.

Are 1899 years equal to 1900 years? 
Answer: They are not. 


How many years do they lack of the required number? 
Answer: One year. 


When, then, will the nineteenth century close?

Answer: One year subsequent to Dec. 31, 1899; or, on Dec. 31, 1900.

And when will the twentieth century begin? 
Answer: On the following day, or Jan. 1, 1901. 





A. G. W.




The editor of this Congregational organ stands humbly convicted of popery; (though not incensed at this criticism) and cordially submits to our readers the above shorter catechism as worthy of Westminister or Heidelberg.

The fact is, our "dates to be remembered" need often to be taken, like some catechisms, "for substance of doctrine.". This extract from that department of the December "Life"we admit-requires a word or two supplementary to make it complete. It should read "January 1, Monday, Happy New Year, and New Century 365 days' later."-See? Do not fail to teach this catechism to your children.
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Our Sunday-School Work.




THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS.




All Sunday-School superintendents and teachers, will now have an opportunity of drawing nearer their ideals for Sunday-School teaching.

Commencing January 1, 1900, we shall spend 18 consecutive mouths upon The Life of Christ, from the Four Gospels. Our Pilgrim series of S. S. lesson helps furnish us with graded work for all departments of our schools. Whatever our teaching has been in the past, we must now avail ourselves of an exceptional opportunity to teach the Life of Christ, as never before! Our scholars may know but little of Old Testament History; this in some measure can be excused; but whatever else may be lacking, there can be no excuse for any scholar, whether young or old, for not thoroughly familiarizing himself with the Life of Christ. All Bible knowledge of heaven and earth points to Him! Every school can well afford to displace any side work or study they are doing, in order to devote 18 months to this ideal study of Christ. Direct all extra reading of your scholars to this end. Let your own private study serve for a wider and fuller knowledge of the Son of God. This will be an opportunity of a life time for most of our scholars! If our graduate scholars, or those who learn at an earlier period, do thorough work now, they go out in the world with an ideal of life that cannot help influencing their characters, as long as they live, and we all hope and pray they will finally see and be like the perfect life.




May he




May the spirit of Jesus dwell in each of our hearts. be manifested in all of our teaching and living. May he shine forth in our characters until that last Great day, when all shali become the perfect day.




MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.




Thus far we have had a good year! Twenty-four new schools have been planted, in otherwise spiritual waste places. Our joint missionary Rev. John Willan is continually on the road with his team. He is driving to points far from the railroads. He reaches the inland towns that are supplied in no other way. Services are held in a district school building, or boarding house, nearly every night. This, in the majority of places, is the only religious service the people have been able to attend for many years.

We have placed over 200 Bibles and Testaments in as many homes during the past few weeks. In the majority of cases they have gone to homes where the people have requested them. They are given away, either wholly or in part, according to the needs of the family. In some places the poverty we see and feel, speaks louder than any word of mouth. When such scenes present themselves, I wish you might all witness the request for a Bible, and hear the of repeated statement "we have not a single Bible in the house."

The S. S. missionary searches out these towns and destitute neighborhoods. Not the cities, for every city in Wisconsin has one or more churches. The cities do not need more churches! All over Wisconsin, but especially in the north, is where we find the great need of the hour. It is here that we hear the loudest call for the Bread and Water of Life.




AN EXAMPLE.




Two months ago a week was spent in the northern part of Marinette Co., at Niagara, Wis. This is a new and growing town, located on Menominee River. Here you will see one of the grandest water-powers in the Northwest. The river at this point has a fall of 65 feet and is estimated to afford 27,000 horse power. During the present year, (I am informed) it is expected that over a million dollars will be expended in the erection of manufacturing plants, houses, stores, business places and general improvements. The chief industry is a large paper and pulp mill.

Landing at Quinnesec, Mich., a man is found to drive me and ny faithful companion, the baby-organ, over to Niagara, about four miles distance. This is the most beautiful falls I have found in Wisconsin.

Being a perfect stranger in a strange town, and, as it is getting dark, I naturally looked around for a place of shelter and board. Going first to the boarding house, I am informed that "we are now feeding 140 men three times a day; every bed in the house is taken, and men are now sleeping two in a bed." After putting my organ, grip and books into the storehouse with the carpenters tools, I started out in search of a room. The first family I visited told me they were using cots themselves, and mattresses were in use by the children on the floor. The next family said, "everything is taken."

Finally a good Catholic lady said, "we will let you use our room, but cannot board you.' Accepting the room, I started out again for board. With somewhat less difficulty, a place is found, "providing you wait till all the boarders and others are through with each meal; then you can come at the close."

With a grateful heart for such good providence, the first night passes away. The next morning, house to house visitation is made. You find Germans, French, Italians and Americans. In the district log school house there is an average attendance of over 70 scholars. Two ladies are teaching in the one small




room. During the summer and early fall one class has been doing its work out doors, with old logs for seats. Six saloons, open day and night, and all day Sunday, are doing a large business. There are over 400 people here at the present time. I counted 20 new houses being built. But there was not an English Protestant service, of any name or kind in the entire community.




Notices are




The log school house was secured for services. posted. Invitations are given for friends to come, but be sure to bring a lamp or lantern. You do not need to urge people to be present. The people tax the room which is so limited. Many of the men who are unable to gain admission stand in the rear and in the hall during the entire service. The people are hungry for the gospel. All services witness the same audience. Many are the warm words of appreciation that come from strong men away from home. Several told how they had not attended church for years. Others expressed their appreciation of music and the old hymns. The nearest church is in Quinnesec, Mich. I found no one who could promise to visit the field regularly. The very best we can do for them at present is to establish another Bible school. This being accomplished, our Congregational Sunday School Society also supplies them with Bibles. papers and lesson helps. Another visit is promised them for some time during the winter. With many a "God bless you," we pass on to other unoccupied fields.

Thus the Sunday school missionary becomes the pioneer. A church buildin; will soon be erected. People want it. They are asking for it, and they are going to have it. The incoming families are looking for better things!

Cau you imagine what it means to thus open 24 or more stations each year in Wisconsin? Also the gathering of nearly 1,000 scholars and teachers each year for Bible study? It is not the ideal, but it is the first step. Would not your school be in possession of greater joy during the early New Year if they planned to give, instead of receiving? Would it be too much for them to aid our pioneer work at this season of the year? Our receipts the last few months have greatly decreased. We need to raise $500 more in Wisconsin before the end of our society's year. Every $5.00 will keep some needy school supplied with the necessary aid for work during the winter. Faithfully yours, GEO. C. HAUN.




I am




The Winnebago Convention.

The most interesting feature of the Winnebago convention, which met at Menasha, December 5 and 6, was the deeply spiritual feeling which characterized the devotional meetings, the communion service, and was also evident in the discusion of Rev. F. T. Rouse's paper on "Northfield, Keswick and the Movement for the Higher Life." There was apparently a recognition of the fact that "there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed, "and that we must go higher and deeper if our churches are to be saved, to say nothing of the world.

Mr. Rouse's account of his visit to Keswick, and his experience at that great gathering of christians of all denominations, from all parts of the world, was most interesting. It found a responsive chord in the hearts of all who heard it.

Rev. Dr. Evans, of Oshkosh, read a paper on "The Principal Defects in the church of Today," and classed them under two heads, "dogmatical" and "phlegmatical."

Rev. Philo Hitchcock's paper on "The Place of the Layman in the Home Church" contained many good points and not a few keen thrusts, with a quiet humor which seemed characteristic of the man.

Prof. Chandler's address on "How to Cure Doubt" was especially valuable as coming from one who had passed through the experience and knew wherecf he affirmed.

Prof. Merrell's address on"Children and the Great Truths"during the Sunday-school hour, opened up lines of thought that could not help being both suggestive and valuable to all interested in Sunday-school work.

The denominational missionary societies were well represented. Supt. Carter stated the needs and plans ofthe State Society in a convincing way and read the suggested apportionment for each church.

Dr. Roy laid special emphasis on the work of the Missionary Association in Porto Rico and the need for funds for the new work

Rev. Mr. Atwood, M. D., a returned missionary from the Shantung district in China, spoke of the work of the American Board in that district and in the evening gave an address of more length upon the same subject. Dr. Atwood's experience as a missionary enabled him to give touches of "local color" which added much to the interest of his address.

A most enjoyable feature of the convention was the song service on Wednesday evening by the Boys' Choir. Solos by members of the choir, both children and adults, spoke well of the support which Pastor Leonard has in his service. The next meeting of the convention will be in Kewaunee, June, 1900. E. E. DAY.









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to s nd us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes

Arena-Second church, Rev. G. E. Plant, pastor. The work of the blessed Master is progressing finely. The Ladies' Aid society holds a missionary meeting each quarter and hopes to lighten the burden of the W. H. M. S. by hard work, push and energy. The last missionary meeting of the society was held at the parsonage (rather where the preacher lives) on Thursday, Dec. 7. and the proceeds of the meeting amounted to $20. Ten dollars were sent to Mrs. Stacy, treasurer of Wisconsin branch, W. B. M. I and $10 to the W. H. M. U. This church has but a small membership, and does not possess wealth, as the world goes, but it has a great deal of that better wealth-a love for God and his cause, and missionary zeal. Last year their missionary contribution amounted to nearly $3 per member, instead of $1, and they hope to do better this year. It is connected with the Mill Creek and Arena Third churches. The pastor has printed a cook book compiled by the Bethany Ladies' Aid Society.

Arena-Third-Rev. G. E. Plant, pastor. The Ladies' Aid Society gave a supper and held a bazaar on Thanksgiving day and evening, the proceeds amounting to nearly $40. There has beeen a small debt hanging over this church for several years, but on week ago that was "wiped out." The church is in a good condition and the future is certainly promising.

Ashland-Rev. A. G. Beach, pastor. Annual supper and business meeting Dec. 7, with large attendance. Twenty-four new members added during year, and $100 of old debts paid off. All current expenses paid, with balance in the treasury. Two hundred and seven dollars raised for the "six societies;" which is double the gitt of last year. Historical sketches of church by Rev. F. B. Doe, and the church clerk. Pastor's salary increased by $200. Pastor A. G. Beach is winning much favor in the community, and in pulpit and pastoral labors is increasing our usefulness. The only debt now resting on the church is about $700, due the Church Building Society on loans. All future prospects brighter. All moneys are raised by direct giving, with no church fairs or other money making devices.

Big Spring-Rev. C. H. Chase, pastor. A needed kitchen has been added to the parsonage, to the joy of the occupants. Bristol and Paris-We are glad to print part of a letter received from a former pastor in this field, in which he says: "An article written by in the last issue of Our Church Life, concerning the Bristol and Paris church is a gross injustice to the church, and should never heve been printed. Kindly publish in your next issue the data given below, as the church feels as if it should be set right before the eyes of the state workers.




#
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"During the past year eleven new members were taken into the church; the Young People's society had a splendid attendance at its services all summer, and the attendance at church was excellent. The prayer-meetings were of a character that helped all who attended and especially the large number who took part. The church had a very prosperous year."

Brod ead-Rev. S. L. Unger, pastor. The work here is being taken hold of by pastor and people in an encouraging way. The church held its annual meeting on Friday, Nov. 24. First, was a family supper, the greater portion of the family and a few friends being present, nicely served by the girls of Miss Carrie Spaulding's class. After supper there was an interesting review of the year's work in various departments and some reminiscences of an older date. The exercises opened with a roll call by the clerk, Miss Mary R. Matter, members of the church responding with a verse from the Bible, and interesting letters from absent members were read by Miss Della Karstetter. Mr. and Mrs. J. T. Sherman are the only charter members still connected with the church, and Mr. Sherman gave an account of the early history of the church, the organ zation of the Sunday-school, etc. Miss Eliza Sherman read a history of the church in rhyme which contained allusions to many who have moved away or passed to the church triumphant, which was greatly enjoyed, Mrs. Charlton related incidents concerning the Bible school in the last twenty years. Reports were given from various societies, showing these departments to be in a prosperous condition. Miss Jelliff favored the company with a beautiful solo and the evening was one of great enjoyment to all interested.




man,




Dousman and Bark River-Rev. J. B. Davison spent Dec. 24 with these churches. They are small churches. Dousis the only church in a neat village. They have been so much without preaching that they are run down, with no Endeavor society or prayer meeting, no copy of Our Church Llfe, only one Advance. They are five and a half miles apart, and so situated that it seems impossible for them to have a pastor without joining their forces. But it is a very hopeful field for self-denying spiritual labor.




Durand-Rev. Alexander Chambers, pastor. A new organ has been recently placed in the church, also a new furnace in the parsonage. The Junior C. E. society won the banner at last state convention for best work done during the year.

Elroy-Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor. Annual meeting November 2. Total benevolences for the year, $141. Total raised for all purposes, aside from the parsonage fund, not yet completed, about $1,300. Of this the Dorcas society contributed by their labors $250. Most of our old officers were re-elected. Among those who have served most honorably for years are Mr. B. B. Thompson and Mr. Albert Ball, deacons; Mrs. Charles Sheldon, collector; Mr. J. M. Dix, Sunday-school superintendent, and Miss S. E. Mabie, clerk. The week of the annual meeting, fellowship meetings were held four afternoons and evenings, in which Pastors Arn, Smith, and Barker and Superintendent Haun assisted. Mayflower Sundayschool, with Mrs. Fred Waterman as superintendent, is holding on courageously. A week's continued meetings were held at the White schoolhouse in October, and another week, in November at Millard's Prairie church. Dorcas fair, entertainment and dinner, Dec. 5 and 6. The pastor is giving a series of Sunday evening sermons upon "Sin and Salvation," endeavoring to put the plow in to the beam.

Grand Rapids-Pastor Shaw's course of Sunday evening lectures on Agnosticism have proved a valuable tonic in the town where Ingersolism was prevalent. They were well attended and quite fully reported in the local press.

Green Bay-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, pastor. "The Unionist" appears as the monthly organ of this church, espousing also various philanthropic and redemptive enterprises in the city. A Religious Congress is planned for next month, with a view to state organization. Its United Workers comprise missionary meetings, Social Help, Mothers in Council, Industrial and Educational sessions. At a reception service, Dec. 10, twentyfive were received to membership. The Sunday-school is reported as growing in numbers and interest

Hazel Green and Boncombe-Rev. R C. Bennett, pastor, with his wife as leader of choir, at Hazel Green, have closed one quarter's work on this field. With some obstacles to overcome there are encouraging features, especially in the attendance of men at the evening services, and the work with the boys and girls.

Lake Geneva-Pastor C. A. Osborne, in The News, writes an article justifying the city pastors for asking a regular attendance upon the church services. It is worthy of reprinting in Our Church Life-if we only had room.

Menasha-Christmas eve was celebrated with a fine Choir club program with souvenir leaflets and special music by "the boys" and others. The musical resources of this church are remarkable. The Sunday-school Christmas exercises were crowded. Pastor Leonard was sweetened by Santa Claus with a five pound stick of candy. Two pretty chairs at the same time were smuggled into the parsonage.

Mill Creek-Rev. G. E. Plant, pastor. The Mill Creek church is in a very healthy condition. Congregations are large. The Sunday-school is in a flourishing condition, and the future looks very bright. The Arena Second and Third, together with this church, contemplate building a parsonage in the spring. The missionary spirit in this church is not dead, and it will "stand by" the forward movement.

Milwaukee Grand Avenue-Rev. Geo. H. Ide, pastor. The Milwaukee Congregational club celebrated Forefathers' day, Dec. 19, with this church, in the usual banquet, followed by a strong address on "The Puritan's Opportunity," by Rev. A. E. Dunning, D. D., of the Congregationalist.

Mukwonago-The church held a reception Dec. 5, for their newly-called pastor, Rev. E. A. Potter.

Mt. Zion, Patte, Poller and Union-Rev. John C. Challinor, pastor, has just closed his first quarter on this field. Attendance has more than doubled at Mt. Zion since work was begun, and corresponding increase has been noted at the other points. The work has been reorganized with full set of church officials. The pastor has driven, in the quarter, about 1,000 miles, making calls upon his parishioners. Special services are to be held after holidays.

North Kaukauna-Rev. Fred S. Wheeler, who has lately closed his pastorate here, was married, Dec. 21, to Miss Bertha Titus, of Kaukauna.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The Christmas issue of The Pilgrim is on our table. It tells anew the legend of St. Christopher and has other interesting articles. It prints a list of 79 pew holders, and presents the organizations for work. Hon. Henry Waterson was to lecture Dec. 15, and Lillian Bell, Jan. 22, in the young ladies' course. Special Christmas services were held, with a sermon on "The Heart of Christmas," and a musical program in the evening.

Oshkosh Plymouth-Our pulpit, which has been vacant since the resignation of Rev. H. F. Tyler, last August, will be filled for the next six months by Rev. George E. Farnam. This temporary call to Mr. Farnam was given by an absolutely unanimous vote of the church, and his sermons are greatly enjoyed by all. The attendance at the evening services, which are largely of an evangelistic nature, has shown a marked increase since his coming.
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The annual meeting was held on the 50th anniversary date, and though no formal celebration was held, the clerk presented









a deeply interesting historical paper. portions of which we hope to present next month. Plymouth was originally the Zion Welsh church.

Pittsville and Vesper-Rev. W. D. J. Stevenson, pastor. Outlook favora ble for future good work. The pastor was remembered at Christmas time with a nice rocking chair and other valuable presents.

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, made its treasury a generous Christmas offering for an increase of pastor's salary.

Pleasant Val ey-This church gave their new pestor, Rev. G. H. Rawson, a unanimous call. Ten of the church ladies cleaned and partially settled the parsonage, and on the arrival of the pastor's family, had a warm house and supper in waiting, also tokens of the good will of the people were found in pantry and barn.

Poto i-Rev. A. Brecze, Ph.D., pastor. The past quarter has been one of encouragement Increased congregations have inspi: ed both pastor and members. Improvements have been made on the church at British Hollo v, which is a credit to the worshippers there. Collections have been taken for the A B. F. M. Also $23 have been subscribed for homeless children. Rev. A. Breeze, after completing the required course of study, received the degree of Ph. D. Harmony prevails along every line of church work.

Prescott-Rev. H Obenhaus, pastor. The annual meeting of the Congregational church of Prescott, Dec. 27, revealed the greatest progress inade in recent years. Twenty-seven persons united with the church during the year, all but three on confession of faith; this being nearly fifty per cent. of the membership. Two of the members have gone higher. Benevolences for the year from church, Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor society and individuals aggregated $1184. The Home expenses of the church were about the same. Besides, a parsonage was purchased and about $800 paid on it, with pledges to cover nearly the entire amount yet outstanding. The parish includes one hundred and twenty-five families. The annual supper and social gathering which followed in the evening, at which a program relating to the year's history of the church was rendered, proved a source of pleasure to the large numbers assembled. The pastor sends his people a handsome New Year greeting.

Raymond and Franksville-Rev. Josiah Beardsley is supplying this double field. Franksville, under the enthusiastic leadership of Mrs. Zwingle Smith, is eviving after years of dormancy. Some ofits families are in Ripon, educating their children.

Ripon The annual society meeting showed a hopeful condition of parish affairs Forefathers' day was celebrated as usual, Dec. 21, with readings from Longfellow's "Sailing of the Mayflower," by Miss Lulu Dysart, and Dunning's "His ory of Congregationalism" by Prof. G. W. Sanderson. Col. Geo. W. Carter made an address on "The Pilgrim as a Man," and Prof. Clark, of the college, on "The Pilgrim as a Patriot." Mrs. Woodruff sang "The Breaking Waves" by Mrs. Hemans. A box of holly from the A. M. A. Mountain school, at Deer Lodge, Tenn., cheered the Christmas festivities and worship, on Sunday and Monday evenings, and a Christmas offering has gone back.

Royalton-Rev. Jos ph Herbert, pastor. Pastor Herbert enters upon his fourth year, Jan. 1st, with all lines of work in a favorable condition and a reduction of H. M. application. The only fault with the last item is that it sounds too personal. Yet I am glad to know
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47




that this church has done more nearly The Companion's New Cal




what they should do, and I am glad to 
have the churches know that we are 
alive and at work. I am planning for 
extra meetings as soon as I can secure 
help for them. 


  At the home of the bride's mother, on 
 Thanksgiving day, Prof. Charles A. Bar- 
 ker was married to Miss M. M. Moore, 
both of Royalton. Both have been mem- 
 bers of the Sunday-school, Christian En- 
deavor society and church for years, and 
the bride was for three years 
                                   the 
teacher in the primary department of 
the day school, and an efficient secretary 
in the Sunday-school and a leading 
worker in the Christian Endeavor socie- 
ty. They make their home, for the 
present, at Alma Center, where the 
groom is in charge of the graded school. 





Also




  Saxeville-Our church here has been 
favored by having our Sunday-school 
 superintendent. Rev. Geo. C. Haun. of 
 Madison, with us one Sabbath evening. 
We all enjoyed his excellent sermon 
the fellowship meeting conducted by 
 Missionary Dexter and Revs. Clark and 
Thomas. We appreciate all the extras 
we have, as we only have church ser- 
vice once in two weeks, Sunday evening. 
and Y. P. S. C. E the alternate Sunday 
             have 
evening. We 
                 a good Sunday- 
school every Sunday morning, and 
prayer meeting Thursday evening. 


  Sharon-Rev. Howel Davies, pastor. 
The Junior Endeavor Society of this 
church is in a flourishing condition, 
under the management of Miss Eith 
Mason, who has charge of the intermedi- 
ates, and Miss Lora Wolcott, who 
teaches the infaut class. The teachers 
have the right spirit, which is already 
bearing fruit in their pupils. 


These Junior classes sent a nice box, as a Christmas greeting, to the Sundayschool at Steubenville. The box weighed fifty pounds, and was filled with books, pictures, toys and candy.

A series of union temperance meetings has recently been held in this village. The Congregational pastor, Mr. Davies, has taken a prominent part in them. He speaks with a flery eloquence on the subject of temperance. The Christmas exercises at the church were exceptionally pleasing and enjoyable. The church was artistically decorated with holly and evergreen, appropriate mottoes, and chains of red, white and blue. Mr. Davies delivered a sermon at the uniou "watch meeting" held in the Methodist church, New Year's eve.

Sparta-Rev. Wm. Crawford, pastor. A service for Forefathers' Day was held on the evening of Dec. 17. The recitations and music used included selections from Macaulay, Edward Everett, George F. Hoar, George P. Morris, John Pierpont, Mrs. Hemans and Leonard Bacon. A choir of men, embracing many of the best male singers in the city, has been formed to lead the singing in the church services.

Wauwatosa-Rev. Ward T. Sutherland was installed pastor, Dec. 15. Sermon by Rev. C. A. Wight. Other parts by Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, L. H. Kellar, I. L. Cory, J. K. Kilbourne, Judson Titsworth and Geo. H. Ide.




endar.




The Youth's Companion calendar for 1900 is unique in form and beautiful in design. The oval centerpiece, in high colors and enclosed in a border of flowers, represents "A Dream of Summer" and is supported on either side by an admirably executed figure piece in delicate tints. The whole is delightful in sentiment and in general effect. Larger than ay of The Companion's previous calendars, it is equally acceptable as a work of art. As an ornament to the home it will take a preeminent place.

The calendar is published exclusively by The Companion. It cannot be obtained elsewhere. It will be given to all new sub-cr.bers for 1900. Illustrated Announcement Number, containing a full prospectus of the volume for 1900, will be sent free to any address. THE YOUTH'S COMPANION. 203 Columbus Avenue, Boston Mass.




Who Wants a Chandelier ?




Any church in need of a twelve or tif-. teen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C. H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is called so the fact that the COMMITTEE of INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D. 
  Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J. O. Myers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison, 
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Reopened Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely

new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.

Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
    the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





EMIL LIEBLING.

Art, Elocution, Physical Training.

MISS E. C. SABIN, President.




THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution 
Academy, lege, and the Academy 





ROCHESTER,




WIS.,




is vested in Beloit Col




will be kept in close re- 
lation to its spirit and 
work. It will make a 
specialty of fitting young 
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To furnish an education of high grade




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





amid Christian influences favorable West and North-West.




to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
son's Hall of Science,containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Ob- 
servatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit The Academy

courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to teach.

To develop right character, thought-pow er and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to

C. A. FARNAM, Principal.




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 





For tickets and full information apply to agents of

Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen' Traffic Manager. 
          W. B.KNISKERN, 


Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




50 YEARS' EXPERIENCE




PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C.




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communications strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir. culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN & CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D.









VOL. VI.




CAME THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.
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MENASHA, FEBRUARY, 1900.




PROF. WILLIAM PORTER, D. D.




ORGAN OF THE . . .




CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.




NO. 4
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Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is done in Four Departments

Engineering Department.

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Eelctric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department.

Bids upon proposals for the construction 
and installation of Waterworks, Electric 
                      Years of experi- 
Light and Gas Plants. 


ence and trained talent give reliability to 
our work in this department. 


Financing Department.

Buys and sells bonds and other securities of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. Gives particular attention to refunding high rate securities.

Dept. of Negotiation and

Legal Advice.
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With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,
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THE LIFE OF THE MASTER

BY REV. JOHN WATSON D. D.

Author of "THE MIND OF THE MASTER," "BESIDE THE BONNIE BRIER BUSH." etc.

A Life of Christ by the Rev. Dr. John Watson (better known as Ian Maclaren) is a work that speaks sufficiently for itself. The work embodies all that is told in the sacred records, in a spirit unfailingly devout and reverential. To add to the value of the work, it will be illustrated, largely in color, from pictures made in Palestine by Corwin Knapp Linson.

Other Features-A novel by Anthony Hope, frequent contributions by Rudyard Kipling, short stories by Mark Twain.

Other Short Stories by such well known writers as Pret Harte, Cy Warman, Booth Tarkington, Shan F. Bullo k, Tighe Hopkins, Robert Barr, Clinton Ross, W. A. Fraser.

Interesting Articles by Lieut. R. P. Hobson, Capt. Joshua Slocum, Hamlin Garland, R. S. Baker, Rev. C. T. Brady, Prof. E S Holden, Ex-Gov. G. S. Boutwell, and others.
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry.

Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 
   EVERY 
 RESPECT. 


It: traverses the best sections of the States of

Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

For further information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

Chicago Theological Seminary

OPENED SEPT. 27.




NEW YORK CITY,




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




NEW YORK.




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and manufacturing Plants thar Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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MENASHA, WISCONSIN, FEBRUARY, 1900.




Professor William Porter, D. D.

The best endowment of an institution of ¡learning consists in the lives of the noble men that are built into its structure. Beloit College has enjoyed, for forty-eight years, the presence of Professor William Porter, and the occurrence, on the 10th of January, of his eightieth birthday, gave a fitting opportunity for recognizing the worth of his services and expressing the high regard in which he is held by all who have known him.

The very absence of formality in the spontaneous tribute of respect that was paid was a cheering proof that such traits of character as his have not been bestowed upon an unappreciative community. The Freshman Class, which has been under his instruction only a few months, began the day by presenting their congratulations and a handsome arm-chair. The other classes followed

with gifts of books and flowers. At the chapel service in the afternoon, words of appreciation were spoken by Rev. E. P. Salmon, of the class of 1870, and by Mr. H. R. Mussey, of the present senior class. Professor Porter responded in his own defense, and the students, in impressive array passed before him to take his hand. In the evening the members of the Faculty brought their greetings.

Born at Lee, Mass., and graduated from Williams College, Mr. Porter studied for the ministry. But, his health failing, he was obliged to spend several years in recuperation. In 1852 he came to Wisconsin, and was persuaded by Father Clary and Professor Bushnell to undertake temporarily the care of some classes in Beloit College. The college has never since been willing to let him lay down the work that was then begun. He has held the chair of Latin from 1856, and by the elegance of his scholarship and the power of his personality, has made it a throne of power. He has known personally all the 600 graduates of Beloit, and has been known to each as a friend. In the religious life of the college his influence has been marked, and his ministry to those in sorrow and trouble has gone beyond the college circle, into many homes in the First church, and in the whole community.

In all that was said on his birthday, there was singular agreement regarding the sources of his power. His exactness of scholarship, his poise of judgment and his keen powers of observation have been matched by a breadth of sympathy and an openess of mind that have kept him perennially young. Behind his quiet demeanor lies a strength and firmness that are not diminished by the unfailing courtesy through which they find expression. His purity of life, his wisdom in counsel, his thoughtful kindness, flow from a life that is sus




No. 4.




tained by a deep faith in God, and constant communion with him. Professor Porter was the most convincing evidence of Christianity that some of his pupils ever knew. May the blessing of his bodily presence long be continued to us. R. C. C.




The Breadth of the Field.

We sometime say that there is no biblical distinction between Home Missions and Foreign Missions in the field. The field is the world. The

distinctions, Home and Foreign, are made simply for convenience in arranging our work. In doing our Home Mission work, we need to keep in view the breadth of the field. We may limit our view, and lose sight of the world. We are working for the world.

In our Home Mission work we may make further limitation. The criticism has been very urgently made, and pressed, that there is a tendency of the auxiliaries of the National Home Missionary society to forget that Home Missions is a national work; that the auxiliary is a member of the National organization; and, so, to work for their own limited fields, as if they had no wider responsibility. Undoubtedly there is such a tendency. We have assumed Self-support in Wisconsin. We have our hands full for the present in caring for Wisconsin. But we must do our work, not forgetting that we are responsible for the wide field; the world; the wide Home Mission field; all the territory over which the national flag floats.

To keep this wide relation before ourselves, the representatives of the auxiliaries at the recert Home Mission Conference in New York, voted unanimously, to recommend to the auxiliaries that they contribute annually, from their treasuries, percentages, to be hereafter agreed upon, to the National treasury, as e. g. one per cent from Wisconsin. Wouldn't it be a fine thing if this year we could turn a little money into the National treasury, thus expressing our conception that we are not limited but full portions! With this spirit our work in Wisconsin will be more adequate; done as a part of the enterprise of evanG. R. L. gelizing the world.




Did You Know It?

"There are two sacraments of Christian fellowship; two ways of communing; and the New Testament word is the same for both.. One is the Lord's table, where in symbol we receive Him who gave Himself for us. The other is the contribution box, where, in symbol, we give ourselves to Him."-Dr. G. M. Boynton,
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Supplemental Plan.

(Unintentionally crowded out last month.)

The following is a supplemental plan to that proposed by the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society, at the missionary rally held in Madison Dec. 12. The plan is only a tentative one and is offered by its author as an approximate method of raising the $18,000 necessary for carrying on the Congregational Home Missionary work of this state for the present year.

1. Try to get each church or field receiving aid from the Home Missionary society to increase its gifts for the support of its minister not less than 10 per cent.

2. Try to get each church to increase its gifts to the Home Missionary Society not less than 20 per cent. Some churches may not come up to these recommended percentages and others may go beyond them.

3. Try to get twenty-five men and women who will be responsible for an encreased or extra gift of $100 each. It is not necessary that each one give all of the $100 himself. He may get others to help him in the matter.
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each member of the church and congregation that he visits. When making these visits let him enlist, as far as possible, the aid of prominent laymen. Let him try to find as many as he can who will assume the responsibility of getting the extra gifts of $100, $50 and $20 each.

Where possible, get prominent laymen to help present the cause. It is assumed that the pastor will cooperate in all these plans.

Of the twelve men who were asked to make this canvass, all except two or three are so situated that they can get supplies for one Sunday or two very easily, and were selected somewhat with this in view. They can visit and introduce and partly work this plan in about 110 churches. The secretary and the district missionaries can do this in the rest of the churches. The layman's letter, which was read today, ought to be so used as to generate inspiration enough to bring in $5,000. J. W. FRIZZell.




The Columbus Anniversary.




The occasion of the 50th anniversary of the found-.




. 4. Try to get twenty-five people who will be ding of the Olivet Congregational church in Columresponsible for an extra gift of $50 each.




bus, on the 26th day of January, was an exceed




5. Try to get twenty-five people who will be ingly interesting and profitable one. In the afterresponsible for an extra gift of $20 each.




As a method of realizing this plan the following is recommended:

1. Have Feb. 4th set apart as a Self-support Sunday and ask that there be, as far as possible, an exchange of pulpits. That straightforward sermons be preached on what the churches voted to do at West Superior, what are the home missionary needs of the denomination, and that the responsibility of each church in the matter be pointed out. When this is done in the light of what Christ and his Kingdom demands of each church, try to get each church, then and there, before the congregation is dismissed, to vote to assume the additional service. This will place the needs and the plan before every church in the state and will also determine how far each church is willing to cooperate with their missionary board in carrying it out.

2. Let each Sunday-school, Christian Endeavor society and Woman's Missionary society be requested, by the Executive Board of the Home Missionary society, to make an offering to this movement of self-support.

3. Let the Executive Board plan a campaign for the twelve men invited to spend two weeks visiting the churches (Dr. Leavitt one month) in their vicinity or where the board thinks they can be of the greatest service, or if particular churches desired a visit from particular men, try to grant the request if it did not entail too much expense or call the particular man out too often. It is possible that these men could visit about one church each day. He could introduce a pledge subscription and arrange to have it placed before




noon, several speakers, among whom were the Rev. Messrs. Loomis, of Windsor, Miner, of Madi son, Gilbert, of Fox Lake, and several local clergymen, together with President Flagg, of Ripon College, and Secretary Carter, of the Home Missionary society, offered their congratulations. Mr. M. H. Jackson, principal of the Columbus High school, responded in a happy manner. Rev. Dr. Ritchie, of Portage, brought a word of greeting from the Presbyterians.

From a historical paper, prepared and read by the clerk of the church, Mr. Harvey Loomis, it appears that the church was organized Jan. 26, 1850, through the instrumentality of Rev. C. E. Rosenkrans, who remained the pastor for several years. This devoted servant of Christ left a lasting impression, both upon the church and upon the town. A brief summary of his life of self-deny. ing service was listened to with interest. The memory of such men cannot be held in too high regard.

Since that time, as the records show, through various, and sometimes unpleasant experiences, the church has continued to grow and is now one of the thoroughly established and prosperous churches of the state of Wisconsin. During the last fourteen years it has been served by its present pastor, the Rev. H. J. Ferris. Under his pastorate 117 have entered into its communion and he has thoroughly interwoven his influence with all the affairs of the place.

An interesting feature of the history of this church, is the connection of Congregational and Presbyterian elements within it. The presence of these elements occasioned, for many years, consid




Y
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erable friction. Finally, however, they have been welded together, and now perfect unity prevails. Mr. Milford Loomis related an interesting incident connected with the procuring of the bell.

There was present, in the person of Mrs. Harriet M. Ledyard, of Wauwatosa, one of the original members, who gave a graphic description of the conditions in Columbus fifty years ago. One of the "brothers-in-law" of the church, as Pastor Ferris called them, a Mr. Fuller, told of some of the financial struggles through which it has passed, and of the efficient service of the "brothers-in-law" in bringing it through. He remarked that, somehow, in Columbus, the "brothers-in-law" seemed to have more money than the "brothers."

The evening was devoted to addresses, given by President E. C. Sabin, of Milwaukee Downer College, the Rev. Judson Titsworth, of Milwaukee, and the Rev. Dr. George R. Leavitt, of Beloit. These names are a sufficient guarantee that the evening was filled with most inspiring and helpful utter




ances.




The celebration of this anniversary occasion must have had a great effect in establishing in the minds of the people a sense of the worth to a community of such a church as this has been, and, doubtless, our Brother Ferris will find that a new impulse has been imparted to his work in




all its various branches.




What Is Our Gift?

Has Congregationalism a rightful place and a mission in Wisconsin? It may be well for us to ask this question and seek to give a brief but emphatic answer. We believe that as a church we have such a mission. Otherwise we ought not to be here; otherwise we should be only cumberers of the ground.

Now, if our own beloved state, noble in so many ways, is yet to be, in a sense and degree not yet fully realized, an integral part of the Kingdom of Christ, there are certain moral and spiritual elements which are absolutely essential to that best type of life and character. Now if we, as a Christian organization, possess these elements or the instrumentalities by which they are produced, it is our duty and should be esteemed our privilege to make this gift.

Until that time shall arrive when as Christian

churches we shall all be one, it may be taken for granted that each has its distinctive place and mission in the Lord's vineyard. So, I think it may be assumed as a certainty that there is no doubt in the minds of the great mass of our intelligent membership that we are here in Wisconsin with a very definite and valuable mission to perform; that we are in possession of gifts and the possibilities of service which will add much to the aluev and strength and beauty of the result when we shall see the finished product in the social and civic life of the coming commonwealth.

Were I to name some of these valuable, even essential things which it is our privilege to give, and




indeed which we dare not refuse to give, the list would at least include such as these: A capable, strong and increasingly able leadership in education, ethics, citizenship, religion. Though we yet mourn, and long will mourn, the departure of him who was one of the great leaders in these fields, Professor Blaisdell, yet this is true. Our insistence on an educated, efficient and progressive ministry is more and more securing good results. We rejoice to-day in a fine body of men and women in our pulpits, educational work and mission enterprises. Our gift also includes a strong body of churches of a simple, practicable, common sense polity, of apostolic origin and type, each of which is a centre of purifying and uplifting thought and energy wherever it is planted. Ours is also a type of faith which appeals, not only to men and women of the best culture and highest intelligence, but as well to the mass of the common people'; it is strong, thoughtful, rational, but also simple, scriptural, evangelical.

These three-strong leadership, vital organization, a living message-cannot but result in that fourth essential, which no state can dispense with, a high and noble type of manhood, to which may be safely entrusted all the interests of the future.

These are considerations which are vital and ur

gent. They do demand our constant prayer and thought. Our work can only be done by ourselves, and the work of other forces will be the more effective if ours is well done. G. C. L.




In the Interest of History.

A committee was appointed at the last State Convention to aid in the preservation of the history of our churches. In the line of this effort I suggest as important:

1. That each district convention should seek to secure, and have bound, a file as complete as possible, of the annual minutes, published since 1853. Let this file be kept in the custody of the registrar of the district.

In almost every district are some aged ministers who have the minutes from years that now seem remote. Obtain from them, or from the families of deceased veterans, the older copies which are rare, and so likely to be destroyed by those not understanding their historical value. Let no time be lost in securing these minutes of the earlier years.

2. Obtain a like file as complete as possible to be deposited in some leading college, academy or public library within the bounds of several districts, (Madison, Beloit, Ripon, Ashland, Endeavor, Menasha Public Library, etc.) where they would be easy of access for reference.

The Milwaukee District has already in its archives a complete file, and is making up a file for the public library of Milwaukee.

3. Make a like collectionin each district, of printed historical matter, anniversary occasions, records of councils held, historical discourses, church manuals, etc. Let the record books of churches that have become extinct be deposited in the care of Beloit College Library, which, if I remember correctly, some years ago established a department of history of the Wisconsin churches. A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE.









Absentee Church Members.

Though residing elsewhere, you still belong to that home church. If there be just reason for not removing your church relation at once, it will be a pleasant thing for that home church to hear from you. Write once a year to the pastor, clerk or deacon. It is due to the church to let them

know of your locality, and of your continued in




terest.




And do not forget to send to the home church some contribution toward its finances, even if it be small, in testimony of that interest. At least do not forget the annual apportionment of five cents per member which the church pays for the various general interests of the denomination.

The churches of Wisconsin pay annually about sixty dollars ($60.00) to the National council on the account of their absentee members. J. K. K.




namely some one gifted to furnish us the copy for these purposes, and a little more space in our columns. The "business articles" that come to us monthly usually overrun our space by one or two pages, and the editor has not the face to displace any of the things you send us unless other and better things come first. The available time of the editor is wholly consumed in recopying manuscripts written on both sides of the sheet, making headings, condensing two column points to a quarter column, and reading proof. Who will come to the rescue?




It Lacked a Comma.




The unfortunate omission of a comma in the last news item from Platteville, made Pastor Wight, instead of the church-as it should have been-the giver of the "generous Christmas offer

A Sad Experience on Self-Support ing for an increase of the pastor's salary."




Sunday.




HARTLAND, Wis., Feb. 4.




DEAR BROTHER KIDDER:

I send you note this day hoping that it may reach you in time for a note in Our Church Life. We had plans laid for Self-support Sunday, but services interfered with, as a half hour before the service the building was found to be on fire. The under part of the building burned out, though the audience room was saved entire. Of course the carpet is destroyed, as badly burned in small places all over the room. Church and furniture both insured, so we are not as badly afflicted as we might be. A meeting called for tomorrow night to take steps toward repairing the building. Cordially yours,




A. D. BLAKESLEE.




An Opportunity.




The Rev. Matt. Evans, of Oshkosh, is prepared to deliver his popular lectures, upon short notice for churches, Y. M. C. A.'s, Y. P. S. C. E.'s, etc., at most reasonable terms. Some of the subjects




are:




Hobgoblins of History; Life's Sunny Side; Give the Boy a Chance; How the Girl Got There; The National Tripod; The Boys in Blue; Two, Not One, or Shades of Married Life; Toussaint L'Ouverture, the Negro Patriot; The Pearless Nation and Her Destiny; The Great American Python.

Send to Mr. Evans also for circulars of his bright new invention-THE SELF-ADJUSTING BICYCLE PANTS PROTECTOR. It is what you want for next summer. It will help you to keep warm this winter.




Our Church Life is admonished to have, in addition to a "Children's Page," a Devotional, or "Closet and Altar" Department. We should be pleased to do both. There are but two requisites,




We trust this comatose oversight by the writer of the note, accepted in good faith by the printer, will not in the least chill the ardor of this noble church, nor make them a shade less certain of the warm appreciation of their efforts by their noble pastor and his wife.




The Mission of Love in Death.




BY REV. C. W. DENNIS.

Oh! Death, beneath thy darkened shade 
  There shines a gleam of brightest hope, 
That makes the day-star's light pervade 
 As mortals in thy darkness grope. 
The cord that lifts the latch of time 
  Is touched by thy relentless hand, 
But Love within the portals shines 
 And smiles at thy most stern demands. 
Thy touch is cold, thy visage dark, 


  But Love is 'neath with touch of life, 
And speeds the soul's unfettered bark 
  Beyond the scenes of pain and strife. 
With all the sorrow Death can bring, 
  Love tells of life that's just begun, 
Where rustle only angels' wings, 


  And only angels' songs are sung. 
Oh! Death, there is beneath thy hand 
 A love so true, thou dost reveal 
That thou art mocked at thy demand, 
 When heaven gives that sacre seal. 
A love that robs the cold, dark tomb, 
  Though thou dost grimly linger there; 
Love gives a place with many a room, 
  Where are no spoils for thee to share. 


A place, Oh! Death, that thou wouldst hide, 
  But Love can tear thy mask away, 
And throw immortal portals wide 
  Where flits the soul in endless day. 





A Model Prayer for Gifts.




"Jesus, bless the pennies we bring thee; Give them something sweet to do. May they help some one to love thee, Jesus, may we love thee too,

For thy dear sake. Amen."




The above, with the common collection song, "Hear the Pennies Dropping," is used by Miss Annie Ferris, of Columbus, in her juvenile Sunday-school department.
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Missions and Benevolence,

Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E.,

Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology, 
Sabbath observance, etc. 





In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement.

DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates. THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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"In the still air the music lies unheard;

  In the rough marble beauty hides unseen; 
To make the music and the beauty needs 


  The master's touch, the sculptor's chisel keen. 
Great Master, touch us with Thy skilful hand; 
  Let not the music that is in us die; 
Great Sculptor, hew and polish us; not let, 
  Hidden and lost, Thy form within us lie. 


Spare not the stroke! Do with us as thou wilt! 
 Let there be naught unfinished, broken, marred; 
Complete thy purpose, that we may become 


Thy perfect image, Thou our God and Lord." 
                         -Horatius Bonar. 
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one to pass on to a deserving Home Missionary church?




Can you furnish copies of the December number of Our Church Life? That issue is exhausted, as is also that for January of last year.




In all towns where a Curfew Ordinance is desired, or in force, or in need, those interested in enlightening the people on the facts and possibilities in this line of effort for the young should send at once (inclosing stamp) for "Curfew Paper" (No. 60 in the Sabbath Leaflet series) furnished by Rev. J. B. Davison, 160 Harmon St., Milwaukee. It embodies facts, arguments, methods, explanations and experiences-just the thing one needs to know, as presented by Prof. F. G. Kraege, superintendent of public schools, Green Bay, Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, etc.




The touching appeal of Missionary Bissell, in our last issue, in behalf of starving India is made more urgent by recent facts. The response of kind hearts to this cry of distress must be instant or hopelessly too late.




Among eight of its closely neighboring states of the Interior, in the amount of benevolent gifts during 1899, Wisconsin stood second in the items of Education and Church building, third in the items of Sunday-school extension and the A. M. A. work, and fourth in Foreign Missions, Home Missions and Ministerial Aid. Illinois, Iowa and Michigan were the only states of the group exceeding us in any of these lines.




The total of our benevolent work, barring legacies, placed us fourth in the series. Including legacies we were second.

Within the state we expended in local work about five times what we gave in benevolence, and our benevolent work for objects within the United States was more than five times the amount we put into foreign work. Or, including local church expenses, we spent in our own land and in Wisconsin, nearly $32 for every $1 that went to help the world abroad. In 1899 it appears that, without much change of the aggregate, we took about $1000 out of Foreign work and put it into Home work.




As a matter of Christian ethics, we doubt if it is quite fair for the "American Home Finding Association," of Chicago, Ill., represented by Superintendent Geo. K. Hoover, to select funds in Wisconsin parishes to certain confusion of mind, and probable interference with the legitimate work and field of our own Children's Home Society, of which Dr. Blaisdell was president, and Rev. Mr. Dysart is superintendent, which does a noble work and needs all the support we can give to that sort of an enterprise.
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Our Annual Meeting.




The twenty-fifth annual meeting of Wisconsin branch will be held with the Grand Avenue church, Milwaukee, March 20 21, opening at 2:30 o'clock p. m.

Our friends have already been notified of the change of time of the Branch annual meeting. Grand Avenue, Milwaukee, most hospitably opens its doors and the call is urgent that our state be well represented at this, our quarter centennial anniversary.

On Tuesday the afternoon session will be largely for conference. Discussions on the various phases of the work will be free and full; side lights will be thrown upon plans of work, the duties and privileges belonging to the several offices, and divine direction will be sought for all future planning. At 4:15 an enthusiastic children's meeting may be expeeted, under the leadership of Mrs. A. J. Hutton.

Tuesday evening the services will be in the interests of the young people. Dr. Francis Goddard, so long the Christian Endeavor missionary in China, is now in this country and will be with us, it is confidently expected. Another representative from the field will also be in attendance.

On Wednesday, "the great day of the feast," the exercises will be varied with prayer and song services, papers upon vital topics and the reports from the several departments of work.

It is hoped that other missionaries will be present, also, aud while it is too early to give the full program, enough is promised to make this meeting a marked one in our calendar.

Let there be unceasing prayer that it be rich with the presence of the Master, that His Spirit may influence all deliberations and lead all hearts to a true obedience to Him.




YOUNG PEOPLE's work.




Most of our Young People's societies have, ere this, received the annual letter and pledge card. We earnestly ask for swift returns. Let this twenty-fifth year witness a large advance. Janesville, Loani Band, leads the young women's societies with its pledge of $150. Fond du Lac follows with $20, Platteville with $10, both these to be increased. Among Christian Endeavorers, Plymouth church, Milwaukee, is first heard from with a pledge of $25, Whitewater, $15, and Eagle River $15-these with promise of "more to follow." ANNE B. SEWELL.




DISBURSEMENTS.




Wis. Home Miss. Society....... 
American Miss. Association...... 
Congregational Church Building Society. 
Congregational Education Society...... 
Sunday-school and Publishing Society.. 





Total Disbursements...............

Cash on hand, Jan. 31.................




$222.04 46.25 $268.29




.$117.39 29 44 47.84 15.59




2.83




$213.09 55.20




$268.29
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From the field.

DISTRICT MISSIONARY REV. J. D. WHITELAW.

On account of dilatoriness of copy and the expedition with which the December number was issued, my notes for that month did not appear. Hence, a "brief" of work done since October 1 may not be out of place. I find that eighty-eight serinons and addresses have been made and fifteen mission fields visited, viz: Park Falls, Fifield, Butternut, Lake Nebagamon, Bloomer, Cleveland, Bruce, Apollonia, Cashton, Steuben, Harris Ridge, Maple Ridge, Manning, Brush Hollow and Liberty. At the last place evangelistic meetings are in progress. The churches last mentioned are in the Kickapoo Valley, which the new districting of our state has made part of my territory. Here is found, with one exception, (the Devil's Lake region), the roughest section of country yet seen in Wisconsin. Denuded of trees it would remind one of the Bad Lands of the Dakotas. Here is found a valley or rather valleys, for there are two or more of "him," about three hundred feet deep and varying from about a half to one mile in width and, with his branches, possibly one hundred and fifty miles in length. On either side are frowning bluffs, thick set on the




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. steep inclines and crowned with sturdy trees, among which




[image: [blocks in formation]]


maple and oak abound. Rough, rugged and forbidding rocks look down from many an angry brow. Some stand out like stern sentinels to guard the sacred enclosure. Deep and ragged ravines furnish an outlet to the rolling table lands above. The author of all this mischief is the Kickapoo river, an insignificant stream, except in times of freshet. How many centuries were required to change a once level prairie into such a broken country we may not know, but the evidence is abundant that the little stream wrought the change. A couple of days spent here in December produced more of a shut-in feeling than we have experienced even amid the northern pines.

But in spite of all obstacles the valley is thickly settled with a thrifty and industrious people, most of whom are native Americans. It is a slander on our own nation to say that only the foreigner is equal to the task of wringing a living from the soil in such places. Here it is done by the "Yankee," who cultivates the steepest hillsides and contends with the most difficulties that I have yet seen, and is patient withal. Among staple products are honey and tobacco. The former is to be found upon every table, the latter too frequently in the mouths of men and boys. And probably no one will be offended if I say that along with other substantial things the native west branch, Kickapoogian is a lover of sauerkraut. The people live well and are exceedingly hospitable.

Seven churches, all organized since 1894 and largely the result of faithful work done by Rev. John Willan and District
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Missionary Cheney, show the interest our own denomination has taken in the religious welfare of this valley. It is natural, however, to feel that this field was too long neglected, both by our own and other religious bodies. Nor is the work today up to the maximum of opportunity. More men and money are needed to give the gospel to this people. And I know of no fields that are more promising. Unlike many communities, all church services are largely attended. This is particularly true at Manning, Liberty and Brush Hollow where E. Ó. Chapel, from the Bible Institute, has begun work. The whole family comes out to a meeting-the men, for the most part Occupying one side of the church and the women the other. And, strange as it may seem, the men and boys outnumber the women and girls at almost every service. Possibly the seating has something to do with this anomaly--a suggestion for some of our churches

Considerable time was given to the churches of Fifield, Butternut and Park Falls, holding the fort till a pastor could be seI cured. Here, Rev. E. L. Morse and wife have rendered efficient service for a year and a half. Anticipating their leaving, and finding a few families that were favorable to another body-a not uncommon circumstance in small places-a sister denomination crowded into the central field, Park Falls, and made regular Sunday appointments, using the Sunday trains to help on the work of division. This may be Christian, but if so, is certainly of a low type in which the enlargement of a sect is considered of more moment than the legitimate extension of Christ kingdom-and thls, too, when other promising fields still unoccupied "are white already to the harvest."

Almost three weeks were spent with the church of Bloomer in evangelistic services-careful preparation having been inade beforehand by the pastor and his wife. The results of the work, noticed elsewhere, were due more to their united, prayerful and efficient labor, before, during, and after the meetings than any help given by your missionary. The pastor's remark at the outset, "I have been putting all my eggs in one basket in anticipation of the meeting," shows the kind of preparation that was made. It is enough to say, the Lord rewarded the effort.




Exchanges and Reviews.

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior, 1899. A complete and admirable resume of the enthusiastic session at Madison, and a compendium of the work and official lists of this busy organization.




Honorable Thomas B. Reed, in writing of the modern trust, does not seem to regard it either as an "octopus" or a bugaboo. "My notion," says he, "is that while Providence and the higher laws which really govern the universe are, in men's talk, much inferior to the Revised Statutes before they are enacted, they are always found to be quite superior to them after they are enacted. In fact, Nature abhors a monopoly as much as it does a vacuum."

Mr. Reed's paper on Monopolies-which was to appear in THE SATURDAY EVENING POST of February 10-is a suggestive discussion of the methods of vast corporations. It discusses in a striking and original manner one of the most pressing questions of the day.




"The First Night of a Play," "Through the Slums with Mrs. Ballington Booth, ," "What it Means to be a Librarian," by Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress, and "The Pew and the Man in It," by Ian Maclaren, are among the notable features of the February LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. An American Mother answers conclusively "Have Women Robbed Men of Their Religion?" and there is an interesting article on Mlle. Chaminade, the famous composer and pianist. Another arti cle describes "Frank Stockton's New Home in West Virginia." The opening chapters of "The Parson's Butterfly," a new serial by Mrs. Charles Terry Collins, are also presented. Molly Donahue discusses woman's rights with Mr. Dooley, and "Edith and I in Paris," "Her Boston Experiences," and "The Autobiography of a Girl" continue with increasing interest. The pictorial feature, "In Honor of St. Valentine," by Alice Barber Stephens, will recall some happy, bygone days.-By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar a year;




ten cents a copy.




CURRENT HISTORY. A Quarterly Summary of the World's History; edited by Alfred S. Johnson, Ph. D.; Third Quarter, 1899; Vol. 9, No. 3. Illustrated with maps and portraits. Thoroughly indexed. 256 pp. $1.50 a year; single number 40 cents; sample complete number, 25 cents; circulars and specimen pages free.-Boston: Current History Co., 14 Beacon




street.




Nowadays the interrogation point is exercised to its utmost capacity. Inquisitiveness on all kinds of topics has become a national characteristic; but it is on those relating to current history that intelligent and authentic information is most desired, while it is at the same time the most difficult to master. Any good cyclopedia will inform you on matters long gone by; but if you should ask: What events led up to the Boer war in South Africa, and precisely what are they fighting for? or, what




is the inside history of the Dreyfus scandal, or the status of af fairs in our new possessions, or the origin and outcome of the Alaskan or Venezuelan boundary questions, or the condition of affairs in Samoa, or the critical issues and outlook in the Orient, or the general political situation in the United States or Europe, or the nature of wireless telegraphy, or a thousand other questions of present-day interest, your cyclopedia would be found absolutely inadequate. It is on precisely such matters as these that CURRENT HISTORY provides a never-failing source of authentic information. It is abundantly illustrated with portraits of prominent men and women, and useful maps, and will be found an invaluable aid wherever good reading matter is used or an up-to-date equipment of knowledge is appreciated.




THE LIVING AGE promises a paper on Robert Louis Stevenson's Letters, by Augustine Birrell, in its issue for February 10. There could scarcely be a more delightful combination of author and subject. "The Ghost of Dr. Harris," a hitherto unpublished sketch by Nathaniel Hawthorne, will be reprinted in THE LIVING AGE for Feb. 10, from The Nineteenth Century. A series of South African Reminiscences by Sir John Robinson, formerly governor of Natal. is begun in THE LIVING AGE for January 27. Natal from a woman's point of view will be presented in a paper called "Natal Memories" by Lady Broome, in THE LIVING AGE for February 10.




CURRENT ANCEDOTES Commits the ridiculous blunder, in its January issue of reprinting Raphael's well known head of St. Paul, and labelling it "John Baptist!" Current Ancedotes would be a good manual for pastoral use if it had not too much of the "one man" characteristic, and if its indexes made it useable. A busy pastor cannot be expected to commit 50 pages of ancedotes to memory, and in his search for illustrations for a given theme he is scarcely helped by such index captions as 'Barbed-wire," "Football," "Rot," "Wireless," "Monkey" or even "William McKinley!" The index editor would be helped by a careful study of the Dewey system of classification. ERIE AND PROSPECT, St. Cleveland, Ohio.
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THE BIBLICAL WORLD for January, opens a most valuable series of "Constructive Studies in the Life of Jesus Christ" invaluable for a teachers' meeting this year. "The Place of John the Baptist in Gospel History" is interestingly put by Prof. A. C. Zenos, D. D., and "The Temptation of Jesus: His Conception of the Messiahship," by Prof. Benj. W. Bacon, D. D.









PUBLIC LIBRARIES opens Vol. V. with a variety of helpful articles on Public Library management and current history. The Iowa Library Association meeting is fully detailed and prominent articles are given on "College Section" and "Library Schools."




The last old year number of THE COMMONS contains a fine frontispiece sketch, and full plans and details within, of the new building for Chicago Commons.




*




THE DIOCESE OF FOND DU LAC has expanded into "THE AMERICAN CHURCHMAN" and will be published under the Bishop's eye, at Fond du Lac. A late number warns us that "During late years the purple chimere and cassock have come into use, but whilst the latter is properly so used, there is no tradition for the former." "The desire of many is to see the red chimere used always." "When the dedication is to the Blessed Virgin Mary, the color of the cassock should be skyblue." "The matter of different color is a very small matter at best, but right is right and wrong is wrong! We hope this advice will prove salutary to our readers.




#




#




#
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Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
     Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. 


District Missionaries REV. F. N. Dexter, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland.




Executive Committee, REV. G. K. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, 
                REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, Rev. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, Rev. S T. KIDDER, 
               REV. R. L. Cheney, Rev. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. 
                               REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Financial Statement for January, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES. Beloit Second, $28.24; Bristol and Paris, $6; Columbus, $100; Iron River, $25; Janesville, $25; Lake Geneva, $20.52; Madison, $55.79; Menomonie, $22.35; Milwaukee Plymouth, $29.83; Milwaukee Swedish, $3 61; Pine River, $5; Spring Green, $1.50; Wheaton, $5 75; Whitewater, $22.70; Wilson Creek, $0.55, Wyoming, $2.50. Total........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

M. T. Dill, Prescott, $200; E. B. Kilbourn, Racine, $40; E. W. Wilcox, Ft. Atkinson, $25; Rev. C. Boynton, N. Y. City, $25; F. C. Weed, New London, $10; Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $5; C. S. Johnson, Clinton, $5; Rev. Jno. Schaerer Curtiss, $0.50; Cecil Blancher, New Richmond, $0.05.




Total..........




.$ 354 34




.$ 310.55
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The annual apportionment convention, held in New York City, Thursday, January 18, under the compact between the national society and its auxiliaries, was one of intense earnestness and gratifying results.

The problems and financial conditions of the New England states, as compared even with our interior states, are so widely different that it has been extremely difficult to work out a compact which should be fair and satisfactory to these two classes of auxiliaries, to say nothing of the National society with its wider range of great and grave problems.

For seven years there has been an evolution of the compact to meet the varied problems, and now still another, and in some respects more radical line of amendments, is proposed, the chief feature of which is an apportionment by percentages, instead of in a lump sum, as at present.

The plan, if adopted, will not go into effect for a year, and will then be fully explained.

Under the existing compact Wisconsin is apportioned $18,000, which means that while we can have only Wisconsin money for Wisconsin (and we have voted to ask no other), we are entitled to the above amount, if needed, and if Wisconsin furnishes so much. It is agreed that all contributions should be sent through the state treasury, Wisconsin, as soon as possible, to turn over a surplus to the national treasury.




#




*




Bequests designed for Home Missionary work in Wisconsin, should be made to the Wisconsin Home Missionary society as the agency of the Congregational churches for the state.

The proposed amendments to the compact between the national society, (C. H. M. S.) and the self-supporting states (Auxiliaries) make it impossible for any such state to get any benefit of legacies from within its own bounds, unless the legacies are made payable direct to the State society.

Note, therefore, that wills already drawn should be changed and new ones should be made payable directly to our state society, if it is designed that our own needy work get the benefit. This is in no short sighted, selfish spirit, but in order that our own state may be redeemed, and that we may also be in a condition to do more largely for the regions beyond.

Wednesday afternoon, preceding the convention, the ten secretaries and a part of the delegates representing five of the




New England states (without Maine), with New York, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin (Iowa not represented), discussed matters of general concern, with the renewed conviction that even without a compact with the National society the annual conference of secretaries was indispensable to the best interests of the work.




The weather was springlike. "With the representatives of the National society, twenty-eight individuals were present, including President Leavitt and Secretary Carter, of our Wisconsin society. Iowa, as usual, was represented by letter.

All but two or three remained for an adjourned session, Friday, to consider the amendments recommended by a committee of eight, (four from the Auxiliaries and four from the C. H. M. S.) which had been appointed the afternoon before, and in which Dr. Leavitt represented Wisconsin, and had the honor and satisfaction of doing much towards securing the result unanimously agreed upon by the committee.




Ashland Jubilee.




It occurred on Jan. 17, at the Academy, with the abolished debt as its jubilant motive. Wit and warmth marked all the speeches, and good feeling jingled like merry bells." Dr. Ellis, the veteran trustee, called to order. The doxology was sung with gusto. Rev. Mr. Winslow, of Hayward, read the Scriptures and Rev. F. B. Doe offered prayer. Amid repeated applause and Academy yells galore, the following persons spoke. Col. McCormick, of Hayward, (a trustee) Mr. E. A. Shores, (treasurer) Rev. Mr. Fuller (Bapt.) and Principal Fenenga. Rev. S. E. Lathrop read a poem for the occasion "Rescue of Princess Academia." Attorney Tompkins, acted as "Lord High Executioner" in burning the last mortgage. (A flashlight picture of the scene preserves it). The Academy was handsomely decorated, and a beautiful new flag was presented to the Academy by the Alumni in a speech by Miss Lathrop-in honor of Soldier Frank Young, deceased. Brother Lathrop writes of this jubilee:

Everything is very hopeful and encouraging. Fenenga is a host in himself, eager, ambitious, able, enthusiastic, self-sacrificing, a universal genius, a preacher also in constant demand, a capital teacher, a good executive, magnetic and popular and full of inspiration to his pupils-in short, just the man for the place. Last year there were only sixteen pupils enrolled, and only six of these were in attendance at the close of the year, and things looked blue I tell you. Already this year the enrollment is forty-five, and more coming-eight new ones this winter term, mostly young men past twenty, full of determination and pluck and purpose. The Monday club voluntarily voted to assist in our jubilee, and appointed committees on decoration and refreshments from their own number. Verily the tide is turning, and we rejoice with joy unspeakable.




An Appeal.




In simple justice to the English authors who have made "The Expositors' Table," and to their chosen publishers we urge that their rights in this country be respected, especially by ail clergymen.

This we do in view of the fact that an unauthorized reprint of this work has been undertaken by an American reprinter, a reprint which, as we are informed, is not being made under the editorial supervisor of the editor-in-chief, or of the other authors, nor with their consent; nor have any arrange nents been made by the promoters of this reprint to make any pay. ment for the author's rights.

Surely with the dawn of the twentieth century, the right of literary property should be held at least by clergymen to be as sacred as that to other property, and (in the realm of conscience) a moral wrong should be avoided as zealously as a legal wrong.




(Signed)




RT. REV. GEO. F. SEYMOUR, Springfield Ill. 
THEO. L. CUYLER, D. D., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
JOSIAH STRONG, D. D., New York. 


AUGUSTUS H. STRONG, D. D., Rochester, N. Y. 
BISHOP JOHN H. VINCENT, Topeka, Kans. 
R. S. MACARTHUR, D. D., New York. 





Jan. 20, 1900.









Personal.




Rev. C. Boynton, for years an honored Wisconsin pastor, now laid aside from active service, and resident in New York City, though absent, does not forget Wisconsin and its missionary needs. Recently his check for $25 accompanied a cordial note of congratulation and good wishes for our forward movement.

Rev. H. F. Tyler, formerly of Oshkosh Plymouth church, was installed at Columbus, Ohio, Dec. 14.

Mrs. G. H. Stafford, who died Dec. 23, at Fort Atkinson, aged 79, was a daughter of Rev. Samuel Ruggles, our first missionary to the Sandwich Islands, and the first white child born at the mission. Mrs. A. L. P. Loomis, of Windsor, is her daughter.

Rev. John Rowland, of Waupun, lectured recently in West Rosendale, on "Irish Traits.'

The father of Rev. M. J. Cameron, Gays Mills, died January 16, at the home of his son, where, with a daughter also, he had make it his home. The bereaved children have our sympathy.

District Missionaries, Dexter and Whitelaw, and Missionary Assistant Macumber have recently engaged in evangelistic work with gratifying results, at Star Prairie St. Croix county, Liberty, Vernon county, and North Walworth respectively. Encouraging notes of revival interest came from other points, for example, Fort Atkinson, Clintonville, Mt. Zion, etc.

Rev. and Mrs. A. A. Andridge, now of Cincinnati, O., and formerly of the Prairie du Chien and Sturgeon Bay pastorates. announce a personally conducted excursion to London and Paris the coming season.

Any preparing to attend the World's Christian Endeavor convention in London, or who wish to make a tour of the continent, will find themselves fortunate if they succeed in securing admittance to the limited number who are to be under the personal direction of Mr. and Mrs. Andridge. We commend them as trustworthy guides and genial traveling companions. Address, care Secretary Carter, Beloit.

In a historical article in The Advance of Jan. 11, entitled "A Pacific Coast Pioneer" the career and influence of Mrs. Adelia Higbee Alberton, of Wisconsin, are chronicled with warm appreciation.

In the January issue of The Forum in a paragraph headed "State Historical Collections of the Old Northwest," by J. Brigham, Iowa State Librarian, a paper "Missions on Chequamegon Bay," by Rev. John Nelson Davidson, of Two Rivers, is noted, along with papers by Secretary Thwaites, Theodore Roosevelt, Herbert B. Adams, Elihu B. Washburne and other writers of distinction.

Rev. David L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac, recently assisted Rev. Chas. H. McIntosh, of River Falls, in a fortnight's series of revival services, issuing in much good. He also took part, Jan. 26, with his sons, (attendant upon Ripon College) in a concert given in the Dartford course.

Word comes from Spring Green; of the very serious illness, from overwork and exposure, of Mrs. J. W. Hadden. Hope is entertained of her recovery, which we earnestly wish.




BELOIT COLLEGE ITEMS.




President Eaton recently addressed the university students at Madison in the main hall on "China's Challenge to Us." He also visited Endeavor Academy and spoke on Self-support Sunday-Feb. 4.

Beloit plans a large increase of endowment and hopes for a greatly needed new gymnasium. An illustrated Wagner Music Drama, embodying Lohengrin, was given Jan. 31, to great satisfaction. The sad death, by drowning, of Albert Burns, of the Senior class, gives occasion for warm tributes to his noble character in the current issue of the Round Table. Prof. Wright lately entertained the Freshmen at an Odysey evening-with translations served in various styles. Slang won the first prize, monosyllables the second. The Greek play-Iphigenia at Aulis-is under way. Dr. and Mrs. Emerson opened the course in Greek art Jan. 27, with The Civilization rerepresented by Mycenae and the Lion Gate, Senator Richard F. Pettigrew, of South Dakota, is now the "Beloit" senator, having entered freshman in '66.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




President Flagg has supplied the Sheboygan pulpit for several Sundays in the absence of Pastor Chynoweth. Mrs. E. H. Merrell and Miss Florence Warhurst are giving a series of Monday evening piano and violin recitals in the chapel. A first-class basket ball team is developing rapidly. The young ladies also are in practice. Electric lights have been secured for the Y. M. C. A. room. A joint reception was given by the Y. M. and Y. W. C. A. societies Jan. 20, in the college dining hall. Seven courses were served. Prof. Clark has been lecturing in neighboring towns on Roman Antiquities. Prof. and Mrs. Erickson will soon make a several months' tour to Greece for special studies.




Rev. J. O. Buswell's Loss.

At 1:45 a. m. Jan. 3, a fire, of unknown origin, drove Mrs. Buswell, four children, and other inmates, from their new "Mission Home," at Mellen, Ashland County, Wis. All escaped in night clothes and shoes, with no permanent house,




but with the loss of clothing, furniture, dishes, books and everything, except an organ and a few unimportant articles. The new log house, build by the personal labor of Mr. Buswell and his co-laborers, had been occupied but five days. Mr. Buswell himself was absent at the time of the fire upon a missionary enterprise, over thirteen miles from a railway station, and it was two days after the fire before he could be notified of the disaster and reach home. These self-sacrificing missionaries will go on with their noble work and will doubtless, through the generous offerings volunteered by their numerous friends, who have already come to the relief gratifyingly, be enabled to rebuild in the spring. The "Home" is designed as the headquarters for the "sisters" and other missionary volunteers who are seeking, without stipulated salary or even guaranteed expenses, to do their share towards evangelizing the religiously destitute regions of the great northland. The entire work is a "faith" enterprise, and is not connected with any denominational organization. Some have sent money for Mr. Buswell's work to the Home Missionary treasurer, supposing that since he was formerly our state evangelist, his work is now under the auspices of the Wis. H. M. S. It should be borne in mind that this is not the case, and therefore that whatever is sent for Mr. Bushwell's work should he sent as an extra since it cannot apply upon the Home Missionary quota for the long established needy and growing work to which we are pledged, which is located at strategic points and needy regions all over the northern part of the state as well as the southern-over a hundred organized churches with nearly half as many more outstations, to which 394 members were added last year.

While Mr. Buswell is not under the commission of any society, he is seeking in his independent enterprise to have a share in solving the grave problems of the northland.

He, with his family and co-laborers, in their loss and selfsacrificing work. have the sympathy and prayers of hosts of friends all over the state.




Sunday-school Department.

JOINT CHICAGO MEETING.




"The educational divisions of the Sunday-school committees appointed by the Congregational State Associations of Wisconsin and Michigan held a joint meeting last week in Chicago. Four representatives were present from each state. Rev. H. Faville, of La Crosse, Wis., was chairman, and Rev. J. A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Mich., was secretary.

A very earnest conference was held in which the whole condition of Sunday-school instruction was considered. The two committees were entirely unanimous in their convictions, and some definite conclusions were reached. Of these conclusions and the prac ical measures contemplated, official report will be made in due time by the secretary.

We advise all who are interested in a forward movement to watch for this report."

The above item is taken from the Michigan Plymouth Weekly. Rev. C. A. Osborne, chairman of our state Sundayschool committee was present and potential in this meeting. We hope ere long to present this report, or its substance, to our readers.
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Good News from Endeavor.

Accounts of the prayer-day in the Academy will be found elsewhere. The later reports are very encouraging. The student force has increased almost to the limits of the present capacity-twenty-three in the Academy proper, thirteen children taught in the Juvenile school, and five music scholars beside the Academy students.

Principal Cheney is planning for a new school building, upon approved plans, to be erected this summer large enough for recitation rooms to accommodate 125 students, with library room, printing office, etc.

An experienced brick-maker froni Portage, where a leading brick interest has suspended for lack of clay, has been secured to superintend the work at Endeavor, and the brick plant, already a marked success financially, will be enlarged for a greater output which promises prompt and lucrative sale.




Ministerial Movements.




K.




CAMERON, REV. M. J., withdraws resignation at Gays Mills. CAMPBELL, REV. Č. C., declines call to Cooperstown, North Dakota.

COOK, REV. A. W., late of Steuben, has entered upon the pastorate at Fifield, Park Falls and Butternut.

DAVIES, REV. HOWELL, resigned at Sharon, Jan. 21. GALE, MISS JENNIE A., of Vermont, has taken charge of the Union work at Gridley Chapel, Beloit.

GIBSON, REV. JOHN, declines call to Fiñeld, Park Falls and Butternut, and remains at Washburn.

JONES, REV. IDRYS, resigns at Bruce and Appollonia. MOON, REV. FRANK, of Oak Park church, Minneapolis, accepted call to Edgerton and began work Dec. 1.

Pease, Rev. Wм., resigns at Antigo, to take effect May 1.









How We Did It. A Broadside.




AT KENOSHA.




1. I have qui tly tried to hold my church to the idea of being loyal to our own denominational benevolences. In these times one must discriminate in his giving. So, also, must a church. A man should provide for his family needs before taking on the care of another's family.

2. In our list of benevolences we placed the Home Missionary work first. People can easily see the needs at home. We planned to give this the best time and best offering.

3. A pastoral letter was sent to every home connected with the congregation, asking for a specially large gift for that offering.

4. They did it. Our apportionment was raised. Wealthy members gave liberally, and all gave as they could.




H. S. ROBLee.




3, There has been an earnest effort to impress the community with the solidarity of the Christian church and the Congregational denomination. The fact that the little church in Bloomer is a part of the great Christian church which is conquering the world, and of the Congregational division of that church, which has a glorious past, a progressive present and a magnificent prospect, has been kept before the people and has had, we believe, a most helpful effect. This fact has been dwelt upon in many ways, especially when no missionary offering was to be taken.

The result of these various favoring circumstances has been most gratifying, the total offerings of the church for benevolences amounting to over one hundred dollars. D. A. RICHARDSON, pastor.




IN BELOIT.




The pastor preached upon the subject of Self-support some weeks before the special day of collection. He expressed the vie that the church should aim to raise a thousand dollars. He wrote a pastoral letter, urging all individuals to give something. Some men he called on for large gifts. The church responded and cooperated. The societies of Christian Endeavor, the Woman's Missionary society, the Young Ladies' society and the Sunday-school helped, individual givers gave large sums. We kept at it till it was done. The pastor tried to lead. The leader must lead. The people responded. They always will




DEAR BROTHer Carter:




AT WINDSOR.




In answer to "how we did it."




WINDSOR, Dec. 18, '99.




I was present at the state convention and had my heart stirred. Five of our members were also there and were ready to cooperate. I gave an account of the convention, and this in particular, to our people the following Sabbath.

At our monthly church meeting the subject was thoroughly discussed and a vote taken to do our part. March was chosen for the effort, to give time for a second collection if necessary. Those not present on the Sabbath were seen privately. The Ladies' Missionary society added their share and the work was done. Fraternally.




AT EVANSVILLE.




A. L. P. LOOMIS.




At Evansville, the pastor printed a brief and simple statement of facts concerning the Home Missionary work in our state; enclosed it, together with an envelope for the offering, in an envelope, and carried one of these to each member of the church, and to all members of the congregation who might be supposed to have an interest in the work. He made the delivery of the letter the occasion of a brief pastoral call, and sometimes of conversation on Home Missionary needs. Three weeks were taken for the delivery and return of the envelopes, all of which, with slight exception, came back with an offering. The result was an increase of 50 per cent. over any former H. M. collection. We can give more this year. We believe in Home Missionary Self-support for Wisconsin. The meeting at Madison, December 12, was the right sort of a meeting. The money will be raised. W. M. SHORT.




AT RACINE.




We appointed six young ladies to go through the audience both morning and evening, Sunday, Sept. 10, 1899, to take up a collection by subscription and pledges, and I asked the Missionary committee of the Y. P. S. C. E. to help in_reaching absentees. T E.




AT COLUMBUS.




We began thirteen years ago to lift up the standard of Christian benevolence, and to pull our lines up toward it. Four years ago we went through the list of our society, making an estimate of our full share of responsibility both for debts and current expenses and undertook to discharge it.

It seemed the impossible. It proved quite practicable. Since then it has been very feasible. Our program is, purpose, plan, push. We do what we want to do, will to do, and work to do. I like the trend of the present movement. We have token this interest on our consciences; we are introducing the method of business principle; the force of accomplishment is represented in this meeting.

Our chronic difficulty is undertaking too little, not too much. In this case we ought to succeed, we can succeed, we shall succeed. "Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward." H. J. FERRIS.




IN BLOOMER.




Several circumstances coinbined to enable the Bloomer church, with a resident membership of twenty-six, to give $38 to Home Missions during 1899.

1. The membership was small compared to the strength of the church. All were adults, and many not members were active contributors.

2. There has been a most excellent spirit of unanimity and desire for progress in the church.
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Dear Sir:- I did think seriously of attending the "Rally," but finally decided that it would be far more profitable to the society to receive as a contribution the money which would otherwise be paid as railway fare. I enclose draft for $6.75. I shall urge our trustees to attempt to relieve the society of fifty dollars during the next six months. I rather think that they can do it, but of course I can not promise it. December 11, 1899. W. A. WHITCOMB, Spring Valley, Wis.




DEAR BRO. CARTER




GREEN BAY, Wis., DEC., 9, 1899.




On returning home from our convention last Wednesday, I placed the matter of "Self-Support" before my people as presented by you at Menasha, naming the amount you apportioned to our church, $200. By a unaminous vote we decided to assume that amount for the year, and a delegate was appointed to represent us and make this report at the Madison meeting. He may go, but it is so uncertain that he desires me to write this, so that you may know what to count on from Green Bay. We will enter heartily into any plans you may formulate, and wish you a most successful meeting on Tuesday. Sincerely yours,




J. M. A. SPENCE.




The Day of Prayer.

IN THE COLLEGES.




At Ripon College much preparation had been made for the day and the s: irit was already devout and expectant. Student meetings had been unusually frequent and earnest during the week before.

Rev. F. T. Rouse. of Appleton, spent the day at the college, speaking in the morning on "The New Birth from Above," and in the afternoon on "God's Covenant with Youth Made Eternal." Mr. Rouse is warmly spiritual as well as fresh, picturesque and cogent in his presentations of truth, and found a hearty acceptance with his hearers, who will not soon forget the day. Many seemed quickened. In the evening an informal service was conducted by Mr. Rouse and Pres. Flagg, with the theme "What a Man Says when he Comes to Himself." The day will be memorable, and the outlook is hopeful for spiritual growth.




AT BELOIT COLLEGE.




The Day of Prayer was observed at Beloit by a preaching service in the morning and prayer-meetings in the morning and afternoon. Dr. John R. Crosser, pastor of the Kenwood Evangelical church, led the service in the morning with an address of much power. The thought of the service was reflected in the prayer-meeting of the afternoon, many of the students and Faculty sharing in it. One of the noteworthy events of the day was the prominent part taken by Mr. A. D. Burns, the details of whose tragic death the following day have been given in the press. Seldom has the religious life of the College been more deeply stirred than by these two closely associated events. An intense, earnest thoughtfulness pervades the College, finding its expression in the living as well as in the spoken word.




AT MILWAUKEE DOWNER.




There was the usual observance of the Day of Prayer for Col leges at Milwaukee-Downer. The Rev. J. Beveridge Lee, of Im manual Presbyterian church, Milwaukee, spent the day at the school, preaching in the morning at 11 o'clock and conducting an informal meeting of teachers and students at four in the afternoon. Two thoughts were brought out in these services:









by the morning's sermon that of Christ's work, or the purpose of Christ's revelation; in the afternoon conference, the work of the Spirit, or the purpose of the Spirit's revelation. All the meetings of the day were well attended, and were marked by an earnest, devotional spirit.




In The Academies.

AT ROCHESTER.




The stu




The Day of Prayer was observed in the Academy. dents held a largely attended prayer meeting, after which an excellent address was given in the chapel by Rev. Victor F. Brown, of Union Grove. His topic was "The Influence of Companionships on Life," based on the text "And they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus," Acts iv: 13. The topic and thought was well suited to the occasion. It emphasized the tendency to become assimilated to one's companionships, and the power one's associates exert over his character. Companionship with Christ transforms the life into Christlikeness, the highest and most desirable attainment.

The Principal followed with an address to the same purport. Many of the students are earnest Christians. Quite a number of Roman Catholics attend, especially in the winter term. The spirit of the school is admirable. Good, honest, faithful work is being done by teachers and students. Fifteen new students entered at the opening of the winter term.

We feel the loss of Prof. Farnam, who was called to the principalship of "LaSalle Township High School," LaSalle, Ill., December 1st. The pastor of the church is looking after its interests while the trustees are finding the right man for this important post. Meanwhile all goes well. J. F. E.




AT NORTH WISCONSIN.




On the Day of Prayer for Colleges the Academy had a half holiday. Class organizations were perfected and class meetings held. In the afternoon Principal Fenenga met with the young men while Miss Harrington, the lady principal, met with the young ladies. Both these meetings were fruithful with deepening consecration and many took first resolves to live Christian lives. At three o'clock a public meeting was held in the chapel which also was a blessing to all present. Visitors there couldnot remember ever seeing so large a number of students gath ered together in chapel before.

In the evening the prayer-meeting in the Congregational church was largely attended and a fitting close of a memorable day.




AT ENDEAVOR.




Endeavor Academy observed the Day of Prayer for Colleges and Academies with public services in the church, afternoon and evening. A Bible reading and address were given by Robert Buswell, a former student, also an address by principal in the afternoon and a sermon in the evening. The services were interspersed with many earnest prayers. The attendance was good and the meetings very impressive. Several of the students expressed their determination to accept Christ and live the Christian life. Special meetings are planned to further deepen the interest. R. L. C.




Prayer Meeting "Home Department."

The very manifest religious interest in the prayer-meeting and Normal Class of the Monona Lake Assembly, conducted by Dr. Worden, last summer, culminated in the following resolutions and pledges

1st. The continuance of the Monona Lake Assembly World Praying Band with the following pledge:




PLEDGE.




With faith in the promise of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, "that if two of you shall agree on earth, as touching anything they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven."-Mathew 18:19.

We agree together to pray, especially in our morning devotions, every day for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on every pastor, church, Sunday-school and the temperance cause in Wisconsin and in the world.

2nd. The Home Department church prayermeeting pledge, viz:

DEAR PASTOR: I ask to have my name enrolled as a member of the Home Department of our church prayermeeting. I promise to observe the hour, joining with you in spirit and in prayer for the welfare of our church and the advancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom in the world.

3rd. Persistent efforts to win neglected and absent scholars to the Sunday-school.

4th. We earnestly exhort pastors, Sunday-school superintendents, teachers, and leaders of young people's societies, to keep in view the supreme object of leading souls to Christ and securing the revival of Christ's work.

Mrs. Hanchett, of Madison, was appointed secretary, and printed pledges can be obtained through her. A. L. P. L.




Obituary.

REV. GRIFFITH GRIFFITHS.




The Rev. Griffith Griffiths, of Glen Ellyn, Ill., died suddenly of heart disease, at Ixonia, Wis., Saturday morning, Decem




ber 9th, 1899. He was called to Ixonia, some two weeks previously, to officiate at the funeral of Mrs. Richards, one of the faithful members of the Congregational church, where Mr. Griffiths preached the first Sunday of December, and where he also intended to preach the following Sunday, Dec. 10, but be was unexpectedly called from his work here, to receive his reward in beaven.

Mr. Griffiths was born at Festiniog, Merionethshire, N. Wales, March 15, 1824. At the same place he was admitted into membership of the Welsh Congregational church at about fourteen years of age. He was then very active in church work and very zealous with the temperance cause. When about twenty years of age, the church and pastor urged him to consecrate himself to the work of the ministry. His brother, Evan, was at the time in the ministry and holding the pastorate of two Congregational churches in the same county and a very popular preacher. Consequently young Griffiths gave up working in the slate quarry and entered school, and after a preparatory course of about five years, which he completed at Templeton, Pembrokeshire, he entered Hackney College, London, England, in 1849. He graduated there in 1853, and emigrated to this country, received a call to the pastorate of the Eleventh street, Welsh Congregational church, New York City, and was ordained there in September of the same year. He left New York in 1857 and took charge of the Welsh Congregational church at Oshkosh, Wis. After leaving Oshkosh he held the pastorates of two other churches in Wisconsin-that of Waukesha, and Milwaukee Tabernacle, twice. Also Sardis Welsh church, in Chicago, Ill.; Dawn and New Cambria, Mo.; Cincinnati, O., twice, and Utica, N. Y.

He was a man of great ability, of extensive knowledge and yet a very practical man, a man of deep convictions and very conscientious in the discharge of his duties both as a preacher and pastor, as well as a citizen. He was recognized by Welsh Congregationalists as a worthy leader and a wise counsellor, and no man proved himself more loyal to his denomination than he did. In his death, an able man has been taken away from the pulpit, the platform and the the press, and a strong supporter of the Christian church and the cause of temperance. Many churches will unite with the churches of the Welsh convention, in Wisconsin, to mourn his loss.

He was buried Tuesday, Dec. 12, at Milwaukee, where four of his children were previously buried. Funeral service was held at Ixonia and also at the Tabernacle Welsh church, Milwaukee. The following pastors officiated-R. Davies, Ixonia; Thomas Evans, Racine; R. T. Evans, Oshkush; John D. Davies, Waukesha; John E. Jones, W. P., Milwaukee.

May the widow, Mrs. Griffiths, her son and daughter, find abundant consolation in their sorrow in the gospel of ou Lord Jesus Christ which Mr. Griffiths preached for so many THOMAS EVANS. Racine, Wis.




years.




WILLIAM EDWARDS.




The Congregational church in the settlement of Berlin, Wis., in the death of Mr. William Edwards, who died there at his home, Wednesday morning December 13. last, lost one of her oldest and most faithful members. He was also the oldest deacon, and for years the only active deacon the church had. He became a member of the church in 1858, and was elected deacon in 1859, and was never out of the deaconship since. As a deacon he was careful, sincere and faithful in the discharge of his duties, which he continued to discharge as long as his health permitted him to attend to them. He was respected by both young and cla in the church as a man of God. And also in the community as an honorable man, a good mechanic, a worthy citizen and a kind neighbor. He was a well-read man and had a good memory, and though very unassuming in all things, vet morally strong enough to stand alone for the right when necessary, as he proved himself when the prohibition party started, because he was the first, and only one, that voted the prohibition ticket in his own county. A true friend of the temperance cause was he.

He was born at Llanelly, South Wales, April 16, 1823, and was one of six children born to John and Elizabeth Edwards, of that place; where he also learned the carpenter's trade and from whence he emigrated to this country in 1847, and went out to the gold diggings in California, but stayed there only a short time. He came back east and went to Zanesville, Ohio. Not long afterward he came and settled permanently at Berlin. April 1, 1851, he married Miss Elizabeth Walters, of Llanelly, his native town in Wales, by whom he had five children, three of whom are living: William, who is home running the farm; Margaret, the wife of Rev. Thos. Z. Evans, pastor of the church at Berlin; and Catherine, the wife of Rev. James, Baptist minister, at Comanche, Iowa. Their mother died August 18, 1873, and they are now again mourning the loss of a kind and precious father. But for them there is an abundant consolation, and they have the sympathy of their many friends with them in their sorrow. Mr. Edwards was buried Friday afternoon, Dec. 15. Funeral service was held at the church. Rev. T. Evans, of Racine, officiated, assisted by Rev. Timothy Jones, Spring Water, and Rev. E. G. Roberts, Nekimi, Wis. The funeral was largely attended. T. E.









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through i's clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and spec al plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes




Appleton-The year 1900 opens under good auspices. The annual meetings have passed, and the utmost harmony prevails. The annual Roll Call service secured over three hundred and sixty responses by card and letters from absentees. The membership January 1st was 662 with 80 absent.

The first communion service witnessed the addition of fifteen members of whom ten were on confession of faith. It is confidently expected that a much larger number will present themselves for admission at the next service.

The Sunday Schools have an enrollment of 837 members, and an average attendance of 510 in the year ending December 31, 1899. A recent "Decision-day" in the Sunday-school resulted in a large number of signatures to cards of christian confession.

Mr. Rouse, as noted elsewhere, spent the Day of Prayer, with marked acceptance, at Ripon College.

Ashland Pastor Arthur G. Beach, issues a weekly calendar, indicating that the week of prayer was faithfully observed. The church has three Endeavor societies. On January 7 the pastor spoke on Dwight L. Moody, The Message of His Life.

Bloomer- Rev. D. A. Richardson, pastor. Six were received to church membership January 14th, making thirty-six additions since the evangelistic meetings held in October. The church is now moving for self-support with every prospect of




success.




District Missionary Whitelaw spent a few hours in town January 11, and led the rayer meeting. He was greeted with a full house-some fifty being present. At the conclusion of the meeting the Christian Endeavor society presented him with a copy of Raphael's "Madonna della Granduca," handsomely mounted, as a token of their appreciation of the services rendered the church during the meetings. The present was a complete surprise and was received in the spirit in which it was given.

Brandon-Rev. Robert Paton was lately surprised with so many pounds of good will on the part of his parish, that it was thought for a time that the procession of pound-bearers, having marched by once, were emerging at the back-door and re-entering at the front. We dare not tell how much coffee, oats and other good things, in manifold variety for man and beast, were unloaded by this enthusiastic people. Over 100 were on hand, others sent regrets, well pounded and compact. This is not an eking out of debt, but follows a case of "all bills paid and $100 in treasury." Church, new parsonage and all are clear of debt. Mr. Paton will pound back from the pulpitdesk with redoubled inspiration.

Bristol and Paris-The annual meeting of the society was held in the church building January 9. Until one o'clock the time was spent in social chat and spreading refreshments from capacious baskets, grateful odors of fragrant coffee came from boilers on the stoves. At one o'clock the audience were asked to rise, and "Nearer My God to Thee" was sung, Mrs. F. Blackman presiding at the organ. Afterwards all joined in repeating the Lord's prayer. The refreshments and sociabilities of the event were enjoyed by all. Mrs. H. A. Newbury gave financial reports of the Ladies' Missionary society and Home Aid society showing both organizations in a flourishing condition. The treasurer of the Congregational society presented his annual report showing preacher's salary paid in full and more than sufficient funds on hand to meet all demands. The church is still without a pastor but the pulpit is supplied every Sunday. R. F. R.

Bruce and Apollonia-Rev. Idrys Jones, after a year of faithful service, has resigned on account of ill health. Here is a needy field for the right man.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, has issued a tidy little year book for 1900 giving the church calendar, official lists, standing committees (covering the country north and south as well as the village) with full schedules of church and society, S. S. and Y. P. S. C. E. reports. Prayer-meeting topics and Y. P. S. C. E. topics. The Women's and Children's Missionary and Aid societies and the Church Library Association. This is what might be called a non-urban institutional church. The total membership is 200; resident, 176. Added during 1899, 6, 4 by confession. Benevolent offerings $424.47. Home expenditures, $1460 37. Sunday-school enrollment, 139; Missionary offerings, $38.16. The work of the Women's Missionary society aggregated $123.55. The united workers raised $193.56 Clintonville and Embarrass-Rev. W. H. Chandler pastor. A gracious revival here was in progress the last of January.

Columbus- Rev. H. J. Ferris, pastor. Instead of an evening service the pastor devotes his strength to outside country work and to the Junior and Senior Endeavor societies, with most gratifying results. Secretary Carter spent the Sabbath follow




ing the fiftieth anniversary (see account elsewhere) with this church, having the usual experience of needing only to illustrate and echo the Missionary addresses given at the preceding celebration, and with the quota made up and paid in beforehand. Rev. A. L. P. Loomis who had his first Wisconsin pastorate here was present at the 50th anniversary to give happy reminiscences, also Rev. H. A. Miner. who graduated from his pastorate here to the Home Missionary Superintendency.

Secretary Carter received a happy surprise after his words of congratulation, as Pastor Ferris, with tender allusion to Prof. Blaisdell's vision of Wisconsin, handed him a draft for $100, the first fruits for self-support-the church's full quota in advance!

Edgerton-At the communion service held in Edgerton, January 14, thirteen were received into the church, four on confession of faith. The pastor is conducting a training class, using the outline, “Christian Teaching," prepared by W. T. Mutch. Over 40 are enrolled in the class. Encouraging reports from all departments of work were received at the annual meeting. The Ladies' Missionary society is pursuing a systematic study of India. Six meetings will be devoted to this study.

Elkhorn-Rev. Geo. C. Lochridge pastor. The annual meeting of this church was held January 10. The clerk reported services every Sunday during the year, with the exception of the month of August, when the pastor enjoyed a month's vacation. Contributions to each of the different benevolent societies, and the total amount of all missionary contributions $457. The treasurer reported all bills paid and a small amount in the treasury. It is a source of great rejoicing to the church, that we enter the coming year without a dollar of indebtedness, as we have been in debt for a number of years for reseating the church.

Our church planned a supper and social, for the purpose of helping the famine stricken in India, on February 1st. As a result we have forwarded to the treasurer of the American Board between $65 and $70 for this purpose.

Evansville-Rev. Wallace M. Short, pastor. This church has seen a prosperous year, not so much in the addition of new members, but in the awakening of the entire congregation. The benevolences of the year have been $425, an increase of $75 dollars over last year. The encouraging fact being that the increase is the result of more persons giving than during previous year. The first week of February the church will begin a series of evening meetings, the city having been canvassed to ascertain the church preference, and everyone invited to attend the services. The Senior, Intermediate and Junior Endeavor societies are doing good work. Feb. 4, the Intermediates celebrated Endeavor Day by holding a Moody Memorialservice. We are looking forward to the district Endeavorconvention held here in April.

Fond du Lac-Rev. J. H. Chandler, pastor pro tempore, observed the week of prayer in the parish with a series of evening lectures, on "Helps to a Better Life," including The Strenuous Life, A Week of Practice, A Communism Practical and Obligatory, The Ministry of Intercession, Personal Work and a Motto for the Year. These meetings were generously attended, as was a prayer service before the new year communion. Mr. Chandler's opening missionary sermon, on systematic giving, "A Recipe for Prosperty" was printed in full by The Commonwealth.

Green Bay-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, pastor. The second issue of The Unionist announces a Wisconsin State Congress of Religions to be held in Green Bay in February or March. The pastor announces a course of Wednesday night lectures on The Earthly Life of Jesus. The United Workers have week. ly meetings, covering different lines of work. The annual meeting occurred Jan. 3 with harmonious elections. Deacon DuBois was made honorary deacon for life. Forty-four were received last year into the church. Net gain, 36; Sundayschool enrollment, 240. Total receipts, $223. Support a girl in the Bridgeman School, Peking. The United Workers have raised $700, variously applied. The Women's Missionary society is now incorporated in this body. Y. P. S. C. E. receipts $77. Society moneys raised for church purposes, $5,882; $836 in benevolence. The free pew system has been unanimously adopted and "The Hymnal" accepted for Congregational singing. A resolution of hearty appreciation of the pastor's worth and work was passed.

Hartland-Rev. A. D. Blakeslee, pastor. The annual meeting was held January 5th, when the reports showed that all the expenses were fully met and that $31.60 had been contributed during the last quarter for benevolence. Plans were laid so that the church will contribute during the coming year to all of the Congregational societies. A Ladies' Missionary society has been organized and a Young Ladies' Mission Circle formed which meets twice every month for study and work. The pastor presents the subject of missions on the last Sunday evening of each month, illustrating the same with stereopticon views, and on the second Sunday evening of the month anillustrated sermon is given. These services have proved beneficial and have been a means of largely increasing the attendance upon all the services. During the coming year a series of addresses, one each month, will be given upon the Life of Christ in connection with the Sunday-school study, which will be fully illustrated.-See report of fire elsewhere.









Kewaunee-Rev. E. E. Day, pastor, added five to membership at the January Communion. The remnant of the church here for so many years inoperative, has been largely increased and wonderfully developed.

Lake Geneva-Rev. C. A. Osborne, pastor. On Jan. 7 five received on confession and one by letter. Pastor Osborne is doing a constructive and earnest work.

Madison-Rev. E. G. Updike, pastor. A successful year is reported. Revenues for home expenses $7,686.82. Benevolent gifts $2,986.85. The membership, including 165 absentees, is 790. Twenty-two departments of work are in successful operation. Next October will conclude Mr. Updike's tenth year of service.




on




Mazomanie-Rev. T. W. Helmuth, pastor. The annual meeting, held January 10, was very interesting and nelpful. The bounteous supper, superintended by the Mite society, aided by others, was served from five to seven o'clock. So adapted and agreeable were the waiters that all passed pleasantly. The social feature intermingled with all. So many took supper that it enabled the Mite society to meet all their pledges at the close of the year. The church business meetings were all harmonious and satisfactory. The members revealed unity of mind and effort. The reports of the different departments of the church showed a good condition which was a stimulus to effort and advancement for this year. The pastor, J. W. Helmuth, had a blackboard with sixty-seven marked blocks, each representing one dollar stock of insurance on church policy and interest on the parsonage debt. All were asked to purchase. He rubbed the blocks from the board as fast as sold. The people were delighted with the opportunity and success. The rollcall was impressive and beneficial. All the members present responded. The absentees sent letters. Many former pastors sent greetings to the church, which were read. These were encouraging. Revs. H. A. Miner and T. A. Porter were present and spoke on interesting subjects.

Medford-Rev. Jesse Sarles, pastor. This new church which has gotten on from the first without missionary aid and which dedicated a fine new building last October, found last bills burdensome and were in danger of being overwhelmed but by timely promise of aid from the C. C. B. S. and the W. H. M. S. temporarily it goes bravely on to greater victories. Pastor Sarles deserves great credit for his nearly two years of hard and successful engineering of affairs through this critical foundation laying. The lecture-room of the church furnishes a fine room for the boys of the town who meet under the pastor's care five nights in the week, 15 to 35 for games 2 nights, and a smaller number for reading stand and publications 3 nights. A flourishing Endeavor society of 20 members has been recently started.

Milton-Rev. A. L. McClelland, pastor. Annual meetin; Jan. 6. All bills paid and a balance in the treasury. Resident membership 89. Raised for benevolences $190; for home expenses $1,025. The Sunday school has a "Home Department" of twenty five members. The Christian Endeavor society are studying "Dawn on the Hills of T'ang," by Harlan P. Beach, giving a few minutes each week after the regular meeting. The "Mission Band" meets the first Sabbath of the month at 3 p. m. Milwaukee-The Congregational, Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian churches of the east side have formed cooperative union, with united Sunday evening services once a quarter.

Milwaukee-Hanover street. Rev. H. H. Jacobs, the pastor, issues a card of Communion tokens, embodying the
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"Seven words" of Jesus on the cross, with numbered coupons to indicate the attendance upon the Communion for the year.

Milwaukee Plymouth-Rev. Judson Titsworth, pastor. The Plymouth Rock for February gives a full directory of all lines of work. The Women's auxiliary report a helpful year's work in charitable lines, and through the sewing school, cooking-school, and home and foreign missionary sections. Total sums raised $1,099.77. The church treasurer reports $2,364.10 raised for various beThe nevolent and institutional objects. society treasurer reports total receipts for 1899, $8,571.04. Church debt, $6,999.92. Pledges, conditional and unconditional, $1,731.50. The church cooperated in the east side union meetings for the week of prayer.

Mt. Zion, and outstations. (Near Platteville). Rev. J. Challinor, pastor, is having a widespread and deep work of grace in these charges. to church have recently been added membership, with others to follow.




Fourteen




New London-Rev. W. B. Millard, pastor, sends out a strong and winning "Self-support" appeal to his people for the pending Home Missionary Sunday. The church has 130 resident members, and aims to raise $100 or more.

North Walwo. th.-A delightful refreshing of spiritual life has recently blessed the efforts of Pastor H. A. Cotton, aided by Mr. C. H. Macumber, of Beloit.




are




Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The "Pilgrim" has a leading article on Venetian Ärt, Life and Letters as under Greek Influence. Three baptisms, four weddings and five funerals chronicled for the month. Two greatgrandchildren of Ex-Senator Philetus Sawyer were privately christened Dec. 17. Annual meeting and elections January 3. Thirty-one have been received to membership. Twenty-nine baptised. Net gain, 25. Rev. Matt. Evans, D. D., has frequently assisted, of late, in the devotional services of the church. The Sunday-school and Y. P. S. C. E. are said to be of increasing interest.

Pewaukee-Rev. Jas. K. Kilbourne, pastor. This church has just sent $25 for Home Missions, as its first fruits for 1900.

Pine River and Saxeville-Rev. J. A. Thomas, pastor. These two churches contributed $43 to the Wis. H. M. society and the Congregational Building society, Jan. 14. The Pine River church has been recarpeted by the Ladies' Aid society, the church roll revised and has decided to pay the loan secured from the Congregational Building society many years ago. Both Saxeville and Pine River intend to raise their provisional apportionment for Wis. H. M. society. We hope and pray that the churches of Wisconsin feel it a duty and a great privilege to contribute liberally to make Wisconsin self supporting.

The pastor preaches three times, and teaches a Bible class every Sabbath and travels twelve miles. The outstations, Beet, Burr Oak Valley, Red Granite, support the services well. The Beet Sundayschool has bought a good organ. Broth




er Dexter will spend two weeks at these outstations in February.

Platteville-Rev. Č. A. Wight, pasheld tor. The annual meeting was Jan. 8. There were twenty-one additions to membership during the year, making a resident membership of 211. Raised for missions, $447. Total raised for all purposes, $2,300. The church voted unanimously to accept the appor. tionment of $150 for Home Missions for the current year, asked for by the Wisconsin Home Missionary society. The week of prayer was observed with good interest. The pastor begins the eighth year of service with the church.




we




Presco't-Rev. Mr. Obenhaus, pastor. From the Prescott Tribune learn that Rev. Jos. E. Roy, D. D., recently gave here his stereopticon lecture on Our New Possessions. On a Tuesday evening of January Pastor Obenhaus was visited by his friends with bountiful supplies of good things for a spread, leaving a handsome sum of money as they departed. Mr. Obenhaus enter. tained the company with a stereopticon trip to Europe.

Sharon.-Rev. Howell Davies has closed his pastorate with the Congregational church in Sharon. His parishioners deeply regret being obliged to part with him. He will prove a shining light to some more fortunate church. He preached his farewell sermon Jan. 21. At present he is doing effective work in a series of union revival meetings held in this place, conducted by himself and the Revs. Wm. Clark, Methodist, and L. Ford, Lutheran. The meetings are carried on with great fervor and devoted
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Reopened Sept. 13, 1899 in entirely new buildings on its new site in the northern part of the city.

Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
   the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





EMIL LIEBLING.




Art, Elocution, Physical Training. 
     MISS E. C. SABIN, President 





Rochester 
Academy, 


ROCHESTER,




WIS.,




THE title to the proper- 
ty of this new institution 


   is vested in Beloit Col- 
9 lege, and the Academy 
  will be kept in close re- 
  lation to its spirit and 
  work. It will make a 
  specialty of fitting young 
  nen to enter the Beloit 





To furnish an education of high grade




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





amid Christian influences favorable West and North-West.




to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
son's Hall of Science,containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
inen; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country: Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Ob- 
servatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


ce arses, or those of any The Academy

Offers three parallel 
  courses of study. 
                   other first-class college, 
with more varied oppotunities for those who 
wish to tea h. 





To develop right character, thought-pow er and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write for circular and information to

C. A. FAR VAM, Principal.




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 





For tickets and full information apply to agents of

Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. MCCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 


Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt
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DATES TO REMEMBER.




1900.




March 21-22-Annual meeting of the Wisconsin W. B. M. I., at Grand Avenue Congregational church, Milwaukee.

April 8-15-Passion Week.




April 15-Easter Sunday.

April 22-29-Week of Prayer for the Lord's Day.

May 9-Chicago Theological Seminary Triennial.

May and June District conventions.




AN ORGANIST'S DREAM.




A soft strain steals upon the air 
Along the shadowy aisles, 
faint as the echo of a dream 
Or a low, whispered prayer: 
Now, like a gathering breeze 
That plays upon the rustling trees, 
Rises, and in melodious cadence dies. 
Again, like driven seas 


The music rolls along— 
Now its sounding billows rise 
Impetuous, grand and strong: 
Till, like a rising tide, 


It fills the walls from side to side; 
All the vaulted arches ring, 
His temple wakes, a living thing, 
To chant a grander song. 


Borne up on wings of praise I rise 
Above the roof, beyond the skies; 
Still onward, upward, till, alone 


I bow before my father's throne: 
My soul sinks lowly at His feet 
Yielding herself in homage sweet ; 
Unveiled by the glory there 


To murmur forth her words of prayer.
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5, 5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

   in handling these securities. No better nor safer 
   investment can be found than our first mortgage. 
lowa and Missouri Farm Loans. 


We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $20C up, are usually for a term of 5 
interest semi-annnal, remitted withcut cost to lender 
in New York or Chicago exchange. 





years,




Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc.




Adress,
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Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
    ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
    the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





Emil Liebling.




Art Instruction by Robert Schade. 
Gymnasium, perfectly appointed and a 





Beloit College




Aims..




To furnish an education of high grade




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minneapolis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha Sioux City, Denver, Portland, ! San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi pal cities in the




amid Christian influences favorable West and North-West.




 to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad 
                           and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


teacher exclusively for physical train- In Equipment

ing, basket ball, tennis, boating, bowling.

Elocution under Miss Mary P. Wilder. The year will open Sept. 19, 1900, in the elegant and commodious new buildings. Students are assigned rooms in order of application. Registration is now being made.

MISS E. C. SABIN, President
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Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


   Among its twelve buildings, es- 
 pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
 son's Hall of Science,containing Ex- 
 tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
 gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
 beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
 men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
 finest college buildings for women in 
 the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Ob- 
servatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


The Academy
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More Precious than Rubies.

What is wisdom? The word is a hard one to define, but roughly we may say, that it is the combination, in large measures, of knowledge and goodness. It is to see things as they are and estimate them at their worth, and love and pursue those which are best; it is knowing how to achieve the best ends by the best means; it is to have command of one's faculties and resourses; it is to discern in any situation what to do; it is to understand what life is for, and to use it to the highest advantage. Socrates made it the same with virtue. In the scriptures it is religion, but religion viewed as intelligence rather than emotion. "The fear of the Lord; that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding."

Wisdom is a finer and more discerning faculty than knowledge; it sees deeper into the heart of things, and classifies them better according to their relations and importance, and is a more practical and working power. Wisdom takes knowledge as the material which it organizes into character and life. Knowledge may consist in large accumulations held in memory, while in wisdom this knowledge has passed into judgment, and purpose, and virtue, and content.

There is a passage in Cowper's Task so often quoted as to have become hackneyed, to the effect




that




"Knowledge and wisdom, far from being one, Have oftimes no connection."

And we are often reminded that some accom

plished villians have been accomplished scholars, and that an education may qualify its possessor to become an enemy as well as a friend of the human race. And the classical example to enforce this awful truth is the highly educated and brilliant, but unprincipled Aaron Burr. But particular instances like this do not always prove a general rule. The natural alliance of knowledge is with virtue, and not with vice. Aaron Burr is not so much a typical figure in history as an exception. Whatever crime may be found among the educated, there is vastly more among the i literate. Look over the daily annals of startling wickedness, and you will find little of it connected with schools and colleges and universities. If a scholar commits murder, as in the famous case of Webster and Parkman years ago, the public are struck with surprise as well as horror. A little learning may be a dangerous thing, as a poet has told us, but not so dangerous as no learning at all. Illiteracy and sin go together. "Of 100 criminals in France, 61 had no education, 37 had some, and only two had a superior one." Goodness is light, and badness is darkness. Knowledge and wisdom have a very vital connection, though Cow




No. 5.




per's verses may sometimes be cited on the other side. Give a man truth and you are leading him toward Him who is the truth as well as the Way and the Life. There is no conflict between religion and science, but only between religion and "science falsely so called."

And so, as I am interested in building up good, ness and piety, I would say to the young, go to school as long as you can, and get the best education within your reach. To be absorbed in intellectual pursuits will keep you from idleness and dissipation. As your reason is developed your appetites will be displaced; sensuous cravings will be crowded out by the satisfactions of taste and sentiment and noble endeavor; and as you will climb upward in worthy pursuits you will leave base desires far below. Whatever moral perils there may be in the schools, there are vaster greater perils almost anywhere else.

Wisdom belongs to the soul, and so is better than rubies. A man himself is more than his adornment. When we would estimate him we must inquire not what he has, but what he is. Solomon was the wisest of men, and showed his wisdom when at the beginning of his reign he asked not for long life, nor riches, nor for the lives of his enemies, but for "understanding to discern judgment." Like the merchant who was seeking goodly pearls, he longed for the one pearl of great price. And his prayer "pleased the Lord" because he had asked for the best thing. And Moses sought what was most precious when he prayed, "So teach us to number our days, that we may get us an heart of wisdom." St. James gives a great promise when he great promise when he says, "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, and it shall be given him." To have discretion, to be amply furnished with facts and principles, to know what to do in every place, to avoid mistakes, to follow cousistently the path of honor and piety and peace-this is worth more than to have, like one Duke of Brunswick, diamonds worth three millions of dollars.

If precious jewels are lost, they are lost entirely. Nobody knows where the large Ceylonese ruby is gone, or that other which was in the hands of that monster of cruelty, Nana Sahib. They are gone beyond recovery. You may have great wealth, and all may call you happy, but if you have nothing more, and that is lost, then all is lost, and you are left broken and despairing, an object for pity and perhaps for contempt. Get wisdom, get character, and you have something which will abide forever. Wisdom chooses the things invisible and eternal and has the power of an endless life.-Rev. Wm. Crawford, Sparta, at Chautauqua Vesper service.









As It Looks to a Layman.

A PAPER READ BEFORE THE MILWAUKEE CONGREGATIONAL MINISTERS' MEETING.

I believe no intelligent person will deny that there are more Christians in the world today than at any time before. In the number of churches and membership, educational institutions and students, missionary work and benevolences, the Christian world never showed such an aggregate record as now. And yet in these Christian United States of America we know there are many pistors of churches; earnest, experienced men, not given to foreboding or to looking for the dark side of every subject; we know that many of these today feel discouraged when their thoughts turn, as

they so often must turn, to the tone and spiritual condition of their own and neighboring churches.




CAUSE FOR CONCERN.




For there appears to be an increasing indifference on the part of Christian men to their religious duties, and the effect must be plainly visible in the churches. And it is probable that this feeling of discouragement may sometimes give place to one of alarm when other facts of a disheartening nature are revealed; as for example, the recently published report for 1899 which showed an increase of two per cent in the population of the United States and an increase of but one per cent in the church membership.

Many maintain, it is true, that this indifference is not felt towards religion itself, but towards churches and preachers; and that now, more clearly than ever before, men feel within them the consciousness of their relation to an almighty power. They will cite Mr. Wyckoff's report in his book "The Workers" of the meeting of socialists which he attended in Chicago, where, although every reference to the church was hissed, the name of Christ evoked applause. Yet if we are endeavoring to learn concerning the state of religion in a country, how can we separate it from the churches and preachers, the visible representatives of relig ion?




CHURCHES AND PASTORS.




That there exists much unfounded prejudice against both churches and preachers is unfortunately true, but I believe it to be equally true that nearly all this prejudice arises through sheer ignorance or obstinacy, and that those who most bitterly oppose the churches and their ministers are those who are the least able to render an intelligent opinion on the subject. No, the churches of this country are today, as they always have been, the moral centers of society, and the pastors are the prepared and disciplined moral leaders of the people. More, they are the messengers of comfort to the suffering and sorrowing human family. Indifference and even antagonism disappear in the presence of that inevitable event-death. How often, under such circumstances, a pastor finds those whom the world would deem utterly indifferent to religion, look to him to administer some
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And yet we have to face this present general condition of apathy in religious matters, for its existence is too apparent to be ignored or doubted. What then shall we say of it? How explain it ? These are the general unsettled condition of religiWell, we can say it is chiefly due to two causes. ous belief and the increased pressure of material affairs.

UNSETTLING OF OLD BELIEFS.

It is true that at no stage in the world's history has it not been in evolution, but at no period does this evolution appear to have been so universal, so far reaching as now. We are living in a great readjustment period covering nearly all fields of thought and activity, science, state-craft, commerce and religion. Gifted scholars are spending their lives in the critical study of the Bible and claim to have made discoveries about it that upset some of the old ideas so long held. The oldfashioned believers take issue with the higher critics, and these latter in turn, disagree among themselves. When the doctors differ, who can wonder if their patients appear to suffer? We are told that nearly all these differences are on technical questions and do not affect the vital truths of religion, but it is a fact that the people are confused, disturbed. We know the result will be good; some day the sky will again be clear; but those who live during the readjustment period feel uncertain; unsettled.

EXACTIONS OF THE MATERIAL.

Then this pressure and strain of business; truly a strenuous life. I cannot say that a time of great tivity. We are now in such a time, and, it seems material prosperity is conducive to religious acto me, our recollections of panicky times are so vivid that we realize too fully we must make hay while the sun shines, and are inclined to live and act on the principle that a man's life doth consist in the abundance of the things he possesseth, So, with his business cares, not to mention his magazines and Sunday newspaper, the average man today seems to be relaxing his hold on the church.




FAITH IN THE FUTURE.




But is there not a hope for the future in the evolution we see in business methods? In the trusts and vast combinations our great captains of industry are organizing? I have faith to believe that they are working out a problem, the benefit of which will be for all the people, just as truly as









the work of our great scholars and scientists is for the people. And so I can believe that this present religious apathy is merely transitory and will pass away even as its causes will vanish, "that the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." D. MCK. SINCLAIR.




God Knows.




Being almost constantly confronted by difficulties which are, or seem to be, too great for him to overcome, it is worth while for the busy Christian worker to pause sometimes and remind himself

that God knows all about it.

When we think of our own limitations we are made glad that we are citizens of God's kingdom. The successful Christian worker will find some common ground upon which he can stand with the one whom he desires to lead into the higher life. From this common level he may lead him forward step by step. It may be difficult to find this common ground, but it can and must be found. Then be patient, be gentle, be loving and expect to succeed, but if you fail, for the dear Lord's sake, don't kill what little good there is already in people by antagonism or abuse.

In a dark moment the child of God calls to mind the sinfulness of his own heart, the coldness or indifference toward Christ's business on the part of those who profess to love him, the open rebellion and apparently successful advances of his enemies, the few evidences of progress in those institutions which help to build Christian character and make men happier, the downward course of some for whom he has worked and prayed, whom he loves as his own life, and his own utter inability to turn the tide or contend with this host of sin. But with these thoughts comes another one which lifts the cloud. God, the omnipotent God of heaven, knows all about these things. Need I be troubled? All will be well in the end.

There are no failures in serving Christ; an apparent failure is sometimes better than success. Every worthy endeavor contributes something to the final triumph of our Master's kingdom. When the leader. in a righteous cause is voted down, let him not abandon it but conclude that the right time has not yet come for the step which he desires to see taken. Those whom he would lead may not have taken the neccessary preparatory steps. The primary scholar is not ready to enter college, or it may be the leader is not yet prepared to lead in such an advance. The good results of a revival are sometimes almost lost because the pastor is not able to care for the converts.

People are worthy of more confidence than usually is placed in them. They usually do about what we expect of them. Through acting hastily or through lack of knowledge, they make many mistakes, but we may expect that finally they will decide rightly. When the intellect is educated the task of moving the will is nearly done. J. L. S.




Moments with God.




"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer."




"Meditation is the soul's food, even as thinking is the mind's food."

"Life can only be truly communicated by truly living methods. Nothing else will do. This takes all power away from mere machineries, from the highest to the lowest. Men have strangely fancied there was a certain power of vitality in the Church itself, so that every soul on earth might cease to receive inflow of Christ and yet somehow the Church lives on! It is the danger of the ecclesiastical spirit. It is the danger for all churchmen and all church times to fear."-Phillips Brooks.




"It is not always more work we want so much as a better motive. Many of us do a good deal of work, but we must remember that God looks at the motive. The only tree on earth that can produce fruit which is pleasing to God is Love. It will upset atheism and every false system quicker than anything else. Nothing will break the stubborn heart so quickly as the love of Christ."-D. L. Moody.




"If God allows the sun to shine upon you moment by moment without intermission, will not God let his life shine upon you every moment? And why have you not experienced it? Because you have not trusted God for it and you do not surrender yourself absolutely to God in that trust."-Andrew Murray.




"Life, as Jesus understood it, consisting of love and sacrifice, is contemporaneous with all the centuries. Time is a parenthesis in eternity,' says a fine old classic. When an earth-born man is baptised into the spirit of Jesus, the brackets are removed and he begins to live in the ageless. state. 'He that believeth on me hath the ageless life.'"-Watson. •




The high-water mark of revelation is not found in the law or the prophets, nor even in the sermon on the mount, but in Jesus' answer to Judas in the upper room: "If a man love me he will keep my word; and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." The objective point of God in redemption is not to make man sinless, but to bring him to conscious union with himself.

"Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting."









What of the Past Year?

HAVE WE MADE PROGRESS IN WISCONSIN? I shall call attention to our Congregational churches. We now number 252 churches, but of these forty-eight make no report. Of the non-supporting churches nearly one-half have not been. heard from for two or more years. Of several word has come "there is nothing to report." We have added three new churches to our roll, viz: Easton, Reseburg and Vesper.

We have added to our membership 791 by confession and 629 by letter, making a total of 1,420. This, however, is the least number we have added since 1886 when we added 1,269. At the same time we record the largest number of absentees in our history, viz: 4,132, thus leaving our total resident membership 18,724. The actual loss of membership recorded is 91.

In our Sunday-schools we report a membership of 24,943 besides the membership of mission schools under the care of Superintendent Haun, the reports of which are not yet in.

In benevolence we report a gain of $58 over last year, the total being $46,277, of which $10,247 were for foreign missions; $12,756. for home missions; $2,807 for A. M. A. work, $2,851 for Sunday-school work, $3,701 for church building; $3,897 for education and $473 in aid of disabled ministers and their families.

Our home expenditures were $234,289 being $5,165 less than the previous year, showing less church building and improvement.

This year we gathered the statistics of value of houses of worship, 193 churches reporting a valution of $1,292,996, of parsonages, 95 churcnes report a valuation of $171,475 of indebtedness, 81 churches report $83,299, salaries reported by 199 churches $132,895.

While the above figures are not absolutely correct, some churches sending in only estimates in stead of an actual report, yet they give, in the main, what our work has been the past year so far as can be expressed in figures. But no one for a moment supposes that Christian work can be fully tabulated. Educational work cannot, and yet our educational tables are exceedingly valuable. So, also, our church tables. They can, and ought to be made more valuable. It is my effort to make them such from year to year. I wish to express my thanks to such as have cooperated with me in this work. Madison, March 1.




Ministerial Aid.




H. A. MINER.




It is to be hoped that our churches will not forget to send in our communion collection this year in aid of our brethren who are laid aside by sickness or old age from work and are dependent on others for their support. Larger demands are being made upon the treasury than ever before. It gives us pain to say to any worthy applicant "the treasury is empty." We are sure there is no cause our churches will respond to more cordially




than to aid the men who have given the strength of their years to the churches but are now forced to retire by reason of the infirmities of the flesh. We trust you will not forget at your next communion service to give expression to your loving fellowship for these worn out servants of the Lord. Please report to

H. A. MINER, Treas., Madison, Wis.

The Heavenly Door.

Many in our churches today are finding it hard to accept the teaching that some individuals are to be forever shut out of heaven. They regard such a teaching as inconsistent with the character of God.

Many men who are rolling sin as a sweet morse under their tongues, are yet entertaining a vague hope that heaven is to be their final home.

Is there not here evidently a very wrong conception as to the character of sin, of God and of heaven? In the nature of the case is it not absolutely impossible for a man to find entrance to heaven unless he abhors sin and delights in God's will? The impossibility does not come from God's side. It is not the infinite Father who has made it impossible. He is "not willing that any should perish." The impossibility comes from man's side. God does not say to anyone "you shall not enter heaven," but what God says to certain ones is "you can not enter." "you can not enter." For heaven, however else we may describe it, is a condition,-a spiritual condition. Every individual who comes into possession of this certain spiritual condition, no matter how he may be situated as to his external conditions and surroundings, has already come into. possession, to a greater or less degree, of heaven itself and should find ultimately a heaven of untrammeled and unbounded spiritual felicity. that one who does not possess that certain spiritual condition, though he take up his abode in any place he may choose in all the universe of God. visible or invisible, from the very nature of the case can not by any possibility find heaven.




Roll of Honor.




But




L. E. O.




The following churches have assumed self-support within the last year or so:

Mondovi with East Pepin, Rev. J. A. Rowell, pastor. Last grant $125. Expired Dec. 10, 1898. Rio and Wyocena, Rev. G. H. Marsh, pastor. Last grant $43.75. Expired April 12, 1899.

Tomah, Rev. J. G. Smith, pastor. Last grant, $100. Expired May 31, 1899.

Lone Rock with Bear Valley, Rev. T. A. Porter, pastor. Last grant $50. Expired May 31, 1899. Cambria and Randolph, Rev. E. Morgan, pastor. Last grant $80. Expired July 31, 1899. Bloomer, Rev. D. A. Richardson, pastor. Last grant $150. Expired Dec. 31, 1899.

Others are in the transition stage, a few are temporarily caring for themselves and still others are deserving of special honor for their heroic efforts to reduce the amount of aid asked from the W. H. M. S.

With the increasing calls from the newer sections of the state, it is hoped that the above roll of honor can soon be largely increased for the sake of the more needy fields.









BUSINESS CORNER.
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We believe the majority of our pastors and laymen will feel deep interest in the approach to federation among our benevolent societies secured at the Hartford conference of Feb. 6. Even if present

The Chairmen of the Ten District Home Missionary federation is impractical, we believe greater econ




Committees.

Heads of Departments
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    DER, Ripon. 
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W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
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*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.
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omy can be gained, and a far more intelligent leverage brought to bear upon our churches in their benevolent work, by such a cooperation among the societies as to absorb all their several organs in ore strong, illustrated monthly-of which "Congregational Work" is the pioneerand to regulate the order and distribution of printed appeals according to the easily ascertained habit of the churches, besides laying the stress of persuasion in mailed circulars upon the non-contributing churches (well-known to the society treasurer) instead of redoubled exertions to over milk the cow that gives milk freely.
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*




*




However, Our Church Life gets one of the best "ads" we have secured for a long time, in the leading editorial of the March issue of "Current Anecdotes," which we owe to a lucky hit in last month's exchange column. Indeed, we are proud to have absorbed a whole month's editorial energy from so vast a personage as we are surprised to discover unveiling himself in this editorial. Possibly we need to explain to our readers that much of the article which so honors us seems meant to be sarcastic. If now the celebrated doctor could adjust his imagination a little more closely to the facts involved, we should stand in still greater awe of him.
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The meeting of the State Branch of W. B. M. I. is drawing near. It is to be held in Grand Avenue Congregational church, Milwaukee, Tuesday and Wednesday, March 20 and 21, beginning Tuesday afternoon at 3 o'clock.

It is expected that this will be an unusually interesting meeting. Among the speakers are to be Miss Eula Bates, of Hadjin, Turkey, who will speak Tuesday evening especially to young ladies, and tell the story of an Armenian girl; Mrs. I. J. Atwood, of China; and it is hoped that Dr. Goddard, of China, in whom the societies of Christian Endeavor are especially interested, having contributed to her support for some years, will be present also. Wednesday evening there will be an address by some representative of the American Board.

A large attendance of delegates from the auxiliaries is expected. The ladies of Grand Avenue church are very cordial in their offer of hospitality. All who propose to attend are requested to send their names immediately to Mrs. Jas. A. Powers, 1910 Wells street. All who come by railroad are requested, when buying their tickets, to ask the agent for a certificate of full fare paid. If one hundred such certificates are reported, return fare can be had at one-third rate. Do not neglect this, not only in your own interest, but for the sake of all the others. Those living within reach of the city by electric lines are requested to come this time by railroad, for by doing so they will help secure the reduced rate for those who come at great cost from a distance. It means the saving of several hundred dollars to the delegates from the branches throughout the state.

On the street cars in the city take a transfer to the Wells street line, and go to 22d street, only one block from the church.




Young People's Work.




ADDITIONAL PLEDges.




Young Women's Society-Janesville-"The Covenant Circle," $10.




Y. P. S. C. E.




Elroy, $7.50; La Crosse, $50; Fort Atkinson, $10; Plymouth, $6; Sparta, $25; Windsor, $25; Milton, $10; Stoughton, $8; Delavan, $10. A. B. SEWELL.




CHILDREN'S WORK.




Pledges have been received as follows: Milton Pearl Gatherers, $5; Stoughton, Jr. C. E., $5; Whitewater Intermediate C. E., $10; Whitewater Jr. C. E., $5; Fond du Lac Jr. C. E, $10; Janesville Jr. C. E., $5; Janesville Wee Folks' Band, $15; Ripon Jr. C. E. Mission Band, $15.

The following new societies are reported: Whitewater Intermediate C. E., Windsor Mission Band, Tomah Mission Band, Appleton Mission Band, Waukesha Wee Folks' Band. MRS. A. J. HUTTON.




Windsor...........




EXPENSE FUND.




Total receipts........ Cash on hand Jan. 31..




DISBURSEMENTS.




Wisconsin Home Missionary Society. 
American Missionary Association..... 
Congregational Church Building Society. 
Congregational Education Society. 
Secretary, for postage.... 
Tracy Gibbs and Co......... 





Total disbursements.... Cash on hand Feb. 27....




Life Member-Mrs. Helen P. Phelps, Fond du Lac. Very respectfully.




.50




$179.14 55 20




$234 34




..$107.41




57.83




11.70




1.70




5.00




26.25




$209.89 24.45




$234.34




MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treasurer.




Bethlehem Bible and Missionary Training School.




FINDING JEWELS AGAIN.




"The French Empress Eugenie once attended a meeting of rich ladies called for the purpose of raising money with which to found an orphanage. An earnest appeal was made, but the collection baskets returned almost empty. The empress, seeing that the whole enterprise was in danger of failing, quickly took off her jewels and threw them into one of the baskets. Her example worked like magic, and in a few minutes enough was given to ensure the founding of the orphanage. At the dedication, the empress, being asked to say a few words, rose, looked kindly into the eyes of the four hundred orphans before her and said with joyful emotion: 'Now I have my jewels back again.' This incident, related in the 'Kirchenbote,' has a practical application to our present situation, when all missionary work seems endangered by the lack of means with which to prosecute it. Some heroic giving is needed. Our school, doing a unique and urgently needed work, which has been signally blessed of God, is in urgent need of means with which to pay current expenses and the very modest salaries of its efficient and self-denying teachers. Deeply grateful to the noble friends who bear this school on their hearts and contribute to its support, we feel it our duty to tell them that at this writing the school has a debt of $296.50, which does not include the $85.54 due for January salaries of four teachers, and to beg them to win still other friends and supporters for this work. Surely there are many more true followers of Christ who would like to find again in souls transformed into the image of Christ, jewels far more precious and beautiful than gold and rubies and diamonds." From "The Bible Reader" of January, 1900.









Reviews and Exchanges.

NEW HYMN BOOKS.




I. IN EXCELSIS FOR SCHOOL AND CHAPEL. New York; The Century Company; 1900; fine cloth; pp. 304; 62x8 inches. There is an increasing number of people who regret to have their children sing, in Sunday-school, exclusively the jinglejangle, characterless, skippy-hop, "catchy" music (?) that is thrust in such alarming quantities upon our schools of today, in marvelous variations of words and tunes that make no mark upon mind or heart, but

"have their little day and cease to be." Meanwhile the grand old hymns of the church are to the boys and girls an unknown quantity.

In England the Sunday-school children are taught the very best, and they sing with a vim and expression and precision to put us to shame. It is demonstrated that they can render fine melodies and harmonies as readily as shallow and cheap ones. If we want the children in the church, it is time we learned this lesson as one of the avenues of approach.

This new book by the Century Company, including the noblest hymus of the larger In Excelsis, together with other selections more distinctly juvenile in form and adapted to all occasions of worship and religious festival, well coordinated and indexed withal, is the finest attempt we have yet seen to satisfy this want, as well as a marvel of cheapness-the price being $35 per hundred.

If you want a better book for Sunday-school use, send to the Century Co. for a specimen.

II. THE CHURCH HYMNARY. Twentieth Century edition, a collection of hymns and tunes for public worship, compiled by Edwin A. Bedell. New York, Maynard Merrill and Co., 1900. Cloth, morocco back; pp. 528.

This is certainly a superb collection of hymns and tunes, ancient and modern, for congregational use. The new book is the result of omitting from the older Hymnary-which was a fine book-some five per cent of the selections, and adding a large increment of new and beautiful material of the modern English school. In scope, it is nearly a hundred numbers in excess of the Century Co.'s "In Excelsis" and has, ordinarily a choice on the page between a simpler and a more difficult tune. The type is clear and beautiful, the paper strong but so thin and light that the extent of the book is a surprise as you open it. For its 994 hymns it has more than 850 separate tunes, besides fine selections for chanting. Its detailed merits cannot be given here, but any church planning a change of books should examine a copy. The psalter, as arranged by Dr. Henry Van Dyke or Dr. T. Ralston Smith, is bound into the books by the publishers if desired. High endorsements of The Hymnary are offered from such men as Dr. Nehemiah Boynton, Dr. W. H. Davis, Dr. D. J. Burrell, Dr. C. M. Lamson, Dr. Walter M. Barrows, Dr. E. P. Parker, Dr. J. E. Rankin, Dr. Talbot W. Chambers, Dr. Philip S. Moxom, Dr. N. A. Hyde and others.




[image: [merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][merged small][ocr errors]]


CURRENT HISTORY. Fourth Quarter, 1899; Vol. 9, No. 4. Edited by A. S. Johnson, Ph. D. Illustrated. 240 pp. Yearly subscription $1.50. Sample copy, 10 cents. Specimen pages and circulars free. Price per annual volume of over 1,000 pages, indexed and bound, Cloth $2.00; Library sheep or Half Morocco, $2.50. Boston: Current History Co.

With the present number this valuable magazine of reference completes its contemporaneous record of the history of the last ten years. Full as the decade has been of stirring incidents, the year 1899 has been of surpassing interest. Current History fully maintains the well-recognized standard of quality which has caused it to be regarded as the fairest, most complete, most systematic, and most satisfactory contemporary history published. This number opens with a 43-page




article on the South African War, broad in its view of the international and political issues at stake, and accurate in its record of campaign incidents. The Colonial Problem of the United States is discussed in all its bearings. The "Open Door" and other issues of the Far East, the Samoan Settlement, the political relations of the European powers, Currency Reform, Reciprocity, recent Elections with table of results, United States Politics, Work of Congress, Business Situation, Canadian Affairs, Isthmian Canal Question, Progress of Science and Mechanical Invention, Art, Elucation, Music, Drama, Literature, Religion, Biography, etc, all these and many other topics are treated with due regard to fulness and accuracy of information. Illustrated with 41 portraits, 15 maps and views.




THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL:-"The Return of the Business Woman," by Edward Bok, "The Anecdotal Side of Mr. Beecher,' "College Girls' Larks and Pranks," "The Modern Son and Daughter,' "Where the Founder of the Kindergarten was Born," are among the notable features of the March Ladies' Home Journal. "The Autobiography of a Girl," "The Theatre and its People" and The Parson's Butterfly" are continued, and "Edith and I in Paris" and "Her Boston Experiences" are concluded. Howard Chandler Christy contributes the first of his American Girl series of drawings, showing her at church, and A. B. Frost humorously pictures "The Country Store as a Social Centre." An Easter solo and an anthem are timely; and the numerous articles on fashions in woman's wear will be a useful guide just at this time. This is but a hasty glance between the covers of the March Journal. By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar a year; ten cents a copy.




Senator Albert J. Beveridge, in his famous speech in the United States senate, told one side of his experiences in the Philippines. The other and more personal side-what he saw and heard of the American soldier in the field-he will tell exclusively in an early number of THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, of Philadelphia.




To almost every girl there comes a time when she feels prompted by her own vitality to take some share in the world's work. It accounts for much that is vigorous in church and social life. Cornelia Atwood Pratt writes of this period in the March DELINEATOR. Her article is thrilling, and will in itself do much to induce directness of aim. In the same number, as if to add meaning to Miss Pratt's thoughts, there is a well illustrated article of great interest to women, dealing with the leaders of Women's Colleges, and some of the co-educational institutions.

A timely article in the March Delineator is devoted to the details of growing seeds, plants and bulbs. The timeliness is out weighed, however, by the fact that the article is designed to open up to women a new line of healthful money making.

The Delineator is devoted solely to the interests of women and in many of its main features is an invaluable guide. (15 cents; at all newsdealers).




Among new and valued exchanges is THE HARTFORD SEMINARY RECORD whose February issue contains, besides many suggestive book reviews, articles by Prof. Waldo S. Pratt on "Statistics About Seminary Policy," Prof. L. B. Paton on "The Origin of Prophetic Teaching," and Prof. C. S. Beardslee, on "Christ's Estimate of Himself."-Hartford Seminary Press. Ct.




Recent issues of the GOSPEL Leaflet, 1195 Wabash Ave., Chicago, concern articles on Cornelius Vanderbilt, Optimism and The Causes of Poverty.




THE ANIMAL WORLD, (127 East 23d St., New York) is a monthly paper devoted to the pleasure and profit of keeping animals. It is well illustrated and full of practical suggestions and stories. Bands of Mercy would do well to take it. It incorporates what used to be "The Humane Alliance."




THE LIVING AGE contains in a recent issue the conclusion of its long serial, "The Perishing Land," with leading articles on Socialism in the United States, by Ambrose Pare Winston; South African Reminiscences, by Sir. John Robinson, late Primiere of Natal, and a poem on John Ruskin, by F. W. Bourdillon.




THE CLAYWORKER, (Chicago) reports in full the enthusiastic Fourteenth Annual convention of the National Brick Manufacturer's Association of the U. S. A., in Detroit, Feb. 7. Mr. Wm. D. Gates, a member of the Congregational church at Hinsdale, Ill.. was chosen president.




THE COMMONS has Edward Markham's picture as a frontispiece, and an article on "The Man with the Hoe," by Earnest Howard Crosby, whose picture is also given. Editor John P. Gavitt contributes a sketch of the latter.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
     Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, Wм. S. JEFFRIS. 





District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTE R, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, G. H. RAY, REV. Joseph COLLIE, D. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., Rev. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S T. KIDDER, REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD.




Financial Statement for February, 1900.




CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Amery, $3.67; Appleton, $25.71; Arena 1st, $2.80; Beloit 1st., $225; Brandon, $40.85; Bristol and Paris, $12.10; Brodhead. $20; Butternut, $1.53; Clinton, $57.50; Delavan, $88.20; Durand L. M. S., $10; Eau Claire 1st, $76.35; Elkhorn, $36.82; Elroy, $6; Endeavor, $25; Fifield, $2.42; Fond du Lac, $27.26; Ft. Atkinson, $27.49; Hayward, $95.40; Irvington, $4 45; Kewaunee, $14.69; Lake Geneva, $25.70; Lynxville, $3; Lynxville Ladies', $1.55; Madis n, $200.13; Milwaukee Plymouth, $50; Mel ton, $10.56; Necedah, $8.50; Necedah L. M. S., $5.95; New Lisbon, $15; North Walworth, $4.01; Park Falls, $4 08; Pewaukee, $25; Rio, $15 61: Royalton, $10.68; South Milwaukee German L. M. Š., $5; Springvale, $30; Star Prairie, $21.74; Sun Prairie, $51.25; Trempealeau, $5; Union Grove, 54.90; Vesper, $0 95; Watertown, $20.13; Waupun, $15; Wauwatosa, $101.14; West Superior, $100; Whitewater, $150; Wyalusing, $5; Wyocena, $9.11. Total....

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




..$1,752.23
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A large part of the work coming upon the district missionaries is to keep in touch with the churches and pastors by letter, as well as by general visitation. The calls for help are so frequent that we cannot go to all in person, so we have to do the best we can by correspondence Here is an extract from a letter that is typical of many, and that gave us much pleasure to answer:

"Dear Mr. Dexter: Our Missionary society have their Home Missionary Rally next week Friday. We want all the Home Missionary news we can get, especially of work in our own state. Would you be so kind as to write us a letter for the occasion? We would all appreciate and enjoy hearing of your work. *If you have any printed matter we could use, I would be glad to get it."




*




We wrote a letter and sent some printed matter, and heard of an interesting meeting. We like to write of our work, so such letters are always welcome.

Here is another request for a letter of a different kind: “If you have opportunity, write a short epistle to the church to be read for our encouragement in some meeting." There are a number of pastorless churches that have been supplied with sermons by correspondence.

Here is an extract from a letter from an earnest lay worker who wishes work. She is a graduate of the Cleveland Bible Training School. "I wondered if you knew of any openings where you think I might be used of the Lord!

"The desire to reach some of the dark places still burns in my heart.

The Lord keeping me in health, I could gladly live on bread




and water for the sake of reaching lost souls. I might even be able to pay moderate board for a time."

The following is from one of our newer Home Missionary fields. The deacon (a devout Scandinavian) writes: "Here in Hadlock are things going on as usual. We feel our Lord's blessings from day to day and he is yet with us in our prayer meetings. But we long to have some one else share the good things with us. It seems as though we ought to try harder to get somebody along to Jesus, as his first disciples did, so that they "might come and see" and find for themselves that he is indeed the Christ.

"I received a letter some time ago from the Home Missionary society's secretary and he says that we are expected to contribute $5.00 as our share. I will see that we get




*




*




it sometime. It is certainly not much, even if we are poor and few in number.”

This church has no pastor, and has had none for nearly a year. It has no church edifice, yet Snnday-school and prayer meetings are kept up, and the little band contribute enough for foreign missions to keep a little Chinese girl in school from year to year.

There is a constant call for the services of the district missionaries for evangelistic services and for help in emergencies of one kind or another. Here is an extract showing how one correspondent looks at our work:

"I feel as though it perhaps is unreasonable to expect there can much be done in a week or two. Yet a season's growth in the field can be harvested in a few days and may be largely wasted if some man's harvester cannot be borrowed or hired. "Then in every community there are those whose lives are at critical stages, and, as in physical life if they do not get the help needed, they must either die outright, or live a crippled life, suffering the loss of some of their faculties or powers, thereby depriving themselves and others of many opportunities of pleasure or usefulness. The ordinary evangelist might pass as a common specialist in certain classes of disease, but the district missionary, it would seem, should be one of whom it could be said, to individuals and to churches, 'no matter what your trouble is, tell him about it and he will be sure to help you'."

We do not profess to have such skill.

There are some fields, alas, where there is disatisfaction with either the pastor or his wife, or with both. One minister's wife writes as follows:

"All the angels in the shape of ministers, were recalled to heaven long ago, and, of course, were unmarried, or would soon have been in the condition of Adam-some woman too much for him. And as for minister's wives, there never were any angels amongst them, with possibly an exception or two, among those who went as foreign missionaries, where there were no white women to gossip about them."

I have not sufficiently recovered from the shock of the above to dare attempt an answer! Evidently there are cases where even the skill and experience of a district missionary are inadequate. I shall refer this to Dr. Carter!




Ministerial Movements.

ANDREWS, REV. EDWIN N., having resigned at Peshtigo, Feb. 25, began work with the Bristol and Paris church March 1, without a break.

CHANDLER, REV. JOSEPH HAYES, after some weeks of service, receives a practically unanimous call to the pastorate in Fond du Lac. Installation set for May or June.

CHAPEL, MR. E. O, began, in December, his pastorate at Webster, Liberty and Manning.

CLARK, PROF. EDWARD W., of Ripon College, accepts call to supply West Rosendale for a year.

FAVILLE, REV. HENRY, of La Crosse, called to Leavitt street church, Chicago, Ill.

GERRIE, REV. WM. A., late of Clintonville, accepts call to Bethany church, St. Paul, Minn. Begins March 1.

HESS, REV. CARL. has begun preaching alternate Sabbaths in German, at the South Milwaukee German church, and in English at Franksville.

HOGAN, MR. HARDING R., began, March 1, his pastorate at Steuben, Maple Ridge and Harris Ridge.

JONES, REV. IDRYS, has resigned at Bruce and Appollonia. JORGENSON, REV. J. C., has begun pastoral work with the Maine and Navarino churches, alternating English and German services.

MERRELL, PROF. EDWARD H., of Ripon College, has accepted call to supply for a year at Princeton.









Echoes and Extracts from Rally Sunday.

Beloit First, President Leavitt, pastor, comes to the front again, with $630 paid or pledged on Rally Sunday, and enough more in sight from other departments to make up $900, and possibly $1,000, while its apportionment (beyond the average according to membership and ability) was $500.




*




Columbus Olivet, Rev. H. J. Ferris, for fourteen years pastor, leads the van, with its full apportionment of $100, handed to the secretary ahead of time at its 50th anniversary.




*




Only one of the following sort has been received and this from a country church abundantly able to go beyond its nominal apportionment, and besides "getting rich" (!) by going without a pastor, viz: "Dear Brother: Yours of the 29th received, and I have been requested to write you stating that the people of feel it is about all we can do to support ourselves, as there is but a few members here. They feel that $10 is more than ought to be expected from this church."




[image: [ocr errors]]


(This church, though not directly aided, depended for its preaching for years upon the pastor of a neighboring church whose service was made possible only by Home Missionary aid).




[image: [blocks in formation]]


The papers have given extended reports of a meeting in the interests of a federation of our six missionary societies held in Hartford, Conn., Feb. 6, by representatives of the executive committees of these societies.

While full consolidation, so easily proposed by some, is even, if desirable, in the nature of the case out of the question for generations, if not ever, still some steps toward a degree of federation are possible and desirable at once.

The action taken at the above meeting is a move in the right direction, and will doubtless result in further action in




this line including two annual meetings possibly alternating between the east and west, one of the five homeland societies, and one of the American board.




Personals.




Born, a son to Rev. and Mrs. E D. Berier, Ithaca, in February.

By invitation of the Missionary committee, of Chicago Theological Seminary, Secretary Carter gave the Missionary address before the students Thursday P. M., February 22, and upon our Sixfiold Kingdom extension organization.

Married at the home of the bride's parents in Chicago, Tuesday evening, February 27, by Rev. H. C. Barnes assisted by Secretary Homer W. Carter, Rev. Will R. Dixon and Elizabeth R. Champlin.

Mr. Dixon is of the class of '96 Beloit College, and of the class of '99 Chicago Theological Seminary. He is a son of Rev. Julian H. Dixon deceased, and pastor at Melvin, Ill., since the year of his graduation from the Seminary.

The bride has been a leading worker, organist and singer in the Puritan Congregational church, Chicago. Rev. and Mrs. Dixon went the following week into the new parsonage at Melvin, Ill., with the congratulations and benedictions of hosts of friends.

Rev. Jas. A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Mich., issued to his young people a printed "Little Sermon for Christian Endeavor Day." He also has in use a student covenant card, affiiliating students with the Olivet church.

The friends of Father Alberoni Kidder, of Eau Claire, did not forget his 86th birthday, but gathered with congratulations and good cheer. Dr. Frizzell voiced the benedictions by presenting a substantial token of the generous feeling, and the occasion was enjoyed by all.

Father Haughton, of Viroqua, writes that he is very well and is kept very busy with the public library work. He still writes poems that people love to read and hear, as our readers are frequently aware.

Rev. Allen A. Keene, formerly of Depere, has just started a cooperative settlement in the city of Evanston, Ill., with the people who stood by him in his recent conflict of councils with the First church. The colony is to be socialistic, somewhat on the Bellamy plan.

Prof. Graham Taylor, of Chicago Commons, lately spent two days in West Superior, addressing large assemblies, with great power, in the Opera House. He also addressed the Normal school.

Secretary J. B. Davison addressed the state meeting of the Epworth League in Sparta. He has also spoken recently in Hillsboro, Hubbard's Prairie and at a union meeting in Elroy stirring up much interest in the work of Sabbath reform education. A careful distribution of literature is to be made.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




Mr. Owen C. Rowlands, of the class of 1901, a young man of marked character and scholarship, and potential in the Y. M. C. A. circles, died suddenly Feb. 8, of tuberculosis. It was a great shock in the college community.

Young Women's Sunday was celebrated March 11, Miss Laura Beazell, state Y. W. C. A. secretary, making the addresses.

Rev. Geo. C. Weiss, of Milwaukee, gave the oration in the chapel on Washington's birthday.

At the Oratorical contest Feb. 16, the first three places were won by Miss Clyde Mitchel, Mr. W. R. Davis and Mr. D. H. Holbrook. A Freshman Debate with Beloit, and a Preparatory school debate with Wayland Academy are in store.




BELOIT COLLEGE ITEMS.




The Chicago Alumni Association held its annual banquet at the Grand Pacific Hotel Feb. 16. Horace R. Hobart, of '60, was chosen president. Among the speakers were President Eaton, Prof. R, D. Salisbury, President L. E. Holden, of Wooster, Prof. T. C. Chamberlain, and Hon. John Pfeffer. The Glee and Mandolin Clubs of the University, gave an entertainment recently in the Beloit Opera House. Geo. Kennan lectured recently in the Star Lecture course on "The Convict System of Siberia." The Beloit Glee and Mandolin clubs have arranged a spring tour, going as far north as Waupun and Portage. Rev. Wm. H. Day, of Aurora, Ill., spent a week in evangelistic services with the second church. Hon. J. M. Whitehead, of Janesville, addressed the College on Washington's birthday.




AT ENDEAVOR.




President Edward D. Eaton, of Beloit, preached to a crowded church on Self-support Rally Day and in the evening gave his lecture on "China's Challenge." Prof. Chas. H. Chandler, of Ripon College, visited the school, as a trustee, and addressed the pupils on Feb. 28.









ד
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Fifty Years of Oshkosh Plymouth.

On December 19, Plymouth Cougregational church completed the half century as an organization. Organized as a Welsh church, when many new families of that nationality were tak ing up their residence in the city, it continued its work in the Welsh language for forty years, but during the last decade has been an English church. Having fulfilled its special mission among the people who founded and supported it during its early years, it has now taken its place among the other evangelical churches of the city to do its part in extending Christ's kingdom.




EARLY ORGANIZATION.




Zion Welsh church, as it was then called, was organized December 19, 1849, at the home of Richard R. Jones, a drayman residing on what is now South Main street. It was organized by Rev. David Lewis, a young man from Oberlin college, who came with his young wife to Wisconsin, preaching at both Neenah and Oshkosh. The nine original members were: Richard R. Jones and wife, Thomas N. Jones, Richard jones, Thomas Davies and wife, Edward Humphrey, Rev. David Lewis and wife. The deacons were Richard R. Jones and Thomas N. Jones. Of the nine original members four are still living-Mrs. Richard R. Jones, De Pere, Wis.; Mrs. David Lewis, Barneveld, Wis.; Thomas N. Jones, town of Rosendale, and Richard Jones who resides in the town of Algoma and is still a member of the church and a deacon.




CHURCH BUILDINGS.




Meetings were at first held in a school house, the first one erected on the south side and situated in a marsh somewhere near the corner of Oregon and Thirteenth streets. The furnishings were most simple and primitive. Tallow candles served to light the room; the firewood had to be carried from the homes of the members, the pulpit was improvised from the furniture at hand, and often services were disturbed by the noctural music of the frogs in the surrounding marshes. In wet weather, on account of the difficulty in getting to the school house, the meetings were held in the home of Deacon R. R. Jones.

Shortly before the retirement of Rev. David Lewis, the congregation purchased a lot on the corner of Church and Franklin streets and erected upon it a brick church at a cost of $2,000. It measured forty by twenty-eight feet and was said to surpass any other church building in Oshkosh at that time.

In 1876, during the pastorate of Rev. B. Isaac Evans, a more commodious building was erected. This was a frame structure, capable of seating 225, and served to house the congregation until 1894, when it was torn down to be replaced by the present edifice.

In the present building, which it cost $17,000 to erect, the congregation has a house of worship admirably adapted to its needs, and none of its many points of excellence gives more satisfaction than the fact that it is entirely free from debt.




ITS PASTORS.




The church has had seven Welsh and three English pastors— ten in all, without including Rev. George E. Farnam, who accepted a temporary call only three months ago and is the eleventh in succession to preside over the affairs of the church. In this limited space but little can be said of each one.

Rev. David Lewis, the founder of the church and the pastor during the first seven years, was one of the missionary heroes of his denomination in this vicinity. Two other churches-the Neenah Welsh Congregational church and Soar church in the Welsh settlement-were established by him. He was a man of great energy and zeal and possessed the true missionary spirit. Every Saturday, even in the dead of winter, he would walk from Neenah, twelve miles, over an Indian trail, to hold his services in Oshkosh, returning on Monday. He was sometimes accompanied by a Mr. Simons, who walked from near Appleton to attend the church at Oshkosh. During the first years of his pastorate, Mr. Lewis received no regular salary, but supported himself by the sale of Sunday school books, with the aid of occasional donations. He had many friends among the Amer icans, who gave him some financial assistance. During his pastorate part of the congregation withdrew and formed the Welsh Calvinistic church in 1855. Mr. Lewis removed to Ridgeway, Wis., where he died in 1861.

In 1856 the "brick church" was erected on the site of the present edifice and on the 28th of the following June the building was dedicated, and at the same time Rev. Griffith Griffiths was installed as pastor, remaining until 1859. The outlook during Mr. Griffiths' pastorate was at first very promising, but during the panic that came over the country soon after, the church lost much of its financial support, and during a fit of despondency Mr. Griffiths resigned. His death occurred last December at Ixonia, Wis.

From 1861 to 1865. during the stirring times of the civil war, Rev. Humphrey Parry occupied the pulpit. The church was pastorless and supplied by various persons for two or three years after his removal, until September 20, 1868, when Rev. J. T. Lewis took charge, serving for three years. January 24, 1872, Rev. O. M. Jenkins was ordained pastor. Mr. Jenkins remained only one year, but the church was in a healthy state during his ministry. Mr. Jenkins is now pastor




of a church in Llangefni, Wales.




The next seven years, from 1873 to 1880, were the 'golden age" of the Welsh church when it was under the pastorate of Rev. B. Isaac Evans. He was very active in the erection of the second church building. Mr. Evans, whose health has failed in recent years, now resides in Scran on, Pa.

Rev. R. T. Evans, the last of the Welsh pastors, and who still makes his home in this city, was called in October, 1881, and served until 1888, when he resigned, after a pastorate of




seven years.




In November, 1888, it was decided, on account of the gradually dwindling membership and the increasing difficulty of holding the interest of the younger members and children, that the services of the church be thereafter conducted in English. At the time that this change was made, the church was very fortunate in receiving into its membership about a dozen ofthe more conservative members of the First Congregational church, who withdrew at that time. Among these, who have given great aid to the church during its later years, were A. H. Bartlett, Mrs. L. L. Osborne, Mrs. Thomas Payne, J. A. Barnes, G. M. Williamson and J. J. Cameron, together with their families.




FIRST ENGLISH PASTOR.




In October, 1889, Rev. A. D. Adams became the first English pastor. Upon him devolved the task of reorganizing the different departments of the church on an English basis, and the work was done with great thoroughness. The Y. P. S. C. E. organized by Mr. Adams during the first month of his pastorate, has just passed its tenth anniversary. Mr. Adams. who resigned in 1893, is now located at New Richmond, Wis. Rev. W. L. Demorest was called to the pastorate in June, 1893, remaining for five years, during which time the present handsome church building was erected, and the name of the church changed to the Plymouth Congregational. Mr. Demorest resigned January 15, 1898, removing to Austin, Ill.

Rev. H. F. Tyler came in February, 1898, but after a ministry of eighteen months he was called to the pastorate of Plymouth Congregational church in his native city, Columbus, Ohio. During his pastorate, the debt which had been accumulated in erecting the new church was entirely provided for.

Rev. George E. Farnam, who is at present so acceptably filling the pulpit, has been given a temporary call for six months, pending the completion of his work at Ripon college, where he is pursuing special studies.




THE MEMBERSHIP.




The faithfulness of many of the members has been exceptional, especially during the first years, when the pioneers were struggling with hardships and poverty. The following are especially worthy of mention: Deacon R. R. Jones, in whose house the church was organized, and who was a member until removed by death in 1981; Deacon Richard Jones, the last of the orig nal men.bers and a deacon since 1874, who, although living at a distance of nearly four miles from the church, has been absent but very few Sundays during the entire half century; Deacon R. T. Morgan, who has held the office since 1856, serving the church faithfully in innumerable ways and rendering great financial assistance; David Williams, a faithful deacon from 1874 to 1894; Thomas Davies, one of the original members, who died in 1898; the late A. T. Morgan, whose uncommon executive ability and tact are greatly missed; and E. D. Davies, who has been a member since 1875, and is at present one of the trustees.

The church has a large membership at present. All its departments are in a prosperous condition and the outlook for the future is bright.




The New Chart Cross.

The admirable chart of our six-fold Congregational Kingdom Extension organization should meet your eyes every time you go into the prayer room, at least. It has recently been sent to every Congregational Sunday-school of the country by the C. S. S. and P. S. under whose auspices it has been published with the cooperation of the other five National missionary societies.

If yours has not been received, apply to Secretary G. M. Boynton, Congregational House, Boston, Mass.

For adaptation to our state situation and needs, in the Central Home Missionary block, (with red ink?) interline, so as to read as follows, viz: "Wisconsin Home Missionary Society, auxiliary to the Congregational Home Missionary Society. Self-supporting, and represents in Wisconsin the C. H. M. S. Aids new and needy churches to support pastors. Remit to C. M. Blackman, treasurer, Whitewater."




See February Church Life for explanation of our compact with the National society and remember that Wisconsin alone is responsible for Wisconsin, while also hastening on beyond Self-support to a share in the larger work.

Note that for Wisconsin and the eleven other Self-supporting auxiliaries, all contributions and legacies should be paid to the several state treasuries and not the New York treasury, with the agreement that any surplus will be forwarded to New York for the National work outside of these auxiliaries.
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The Old Testament in Hexameters.




Genesis tells of creation; of Abraham's call and migration; 
Of Isaac and Jacob: and Joseph, once slave and then proud 
    Egypt's ruler. 


Exodus tells us how Israel's children went forth from their bondage.

Next is Leviticus. book of the service by priests at the altar. Numbers has wonderful blessing, and story of Balak and Balaam.

Then Deuteronomy, rich in the words of the great leader, Moses. Joshua tells of the conquest of Canaan. The book of the Judges

Int'rests with stories of Israel's chieftains-and one was a wo




man.




Ruth and her faithfulness charm us; then Samuel's words and his warnings

Give his great name to the two books that tell us of Saul and of David.

Next are two books of the Kings; they tell us of Solomon's wisdom

(Builder was he of the temple); they tell of his riches and folly; Tell of the famed queen of Sheba; tell also of strife and of ruin. Two books of Chronicles sum up the story from Adam to Cyrus.

Ezra the scribe tells his people's return to the home of their fathers.

Distant, far distant, was Shushan in Persia but thence Nebemiah

Brought to the hearts of the Jews, few and feeble, new hope and fresh courage.

Next is the book of Queen Esther. A wonderful poem or drama Bearing Job's name, tells his suff'ring, his patience and just vindication.

Then come the Psalms, rich in praises; and Proverbs, abounding in wisdom.

Mournful and almost despairing-the Preacher, or Ecclesiastes. Next is a Song-Song of Songs-a drama of love and of wooing.

Great is Isaiah the wonderful prophet, and blessed his message.

Sad Jeremiah bath this for his sorrow: Jerusalem's downfall. "How doth the city abide as a widow!" thus cry Lamentations.

Storm wind and fire its wonders infolding, and strange living creatures:

Visions are these that the prophet Ezekiel saw and recorded. Daniel of earth's greatest kingdoms destruction and overthrow telleth.

"Turn thou to God," saith Hosea, "keep mercy, keep mercy, and judgment."

Joel hath story of wasting and famine, yet trusts in God's pity.

"Ye who turn judgment to wormwood" have warning from Amos the herdman.

"Pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, O Edom!" said just Obadiah.

Ninevah called to repentance and pardon-the theme this of Jonah.

"Bethlehem-Ephratah, from thee shall come forth a ruler," saith Micah.

Nahum on Nineveh uttereth judgment; on Ninevah, ancient and mighty.

Habbakuk tells of the dreadful Chaldeans; of God come to judgment.

"Seek ve the Lord ere the day of his anger," thus warns Zephaniah.

Haggai pleads for the temple, and tells to its builders his message;

Then Zechariah speaks seven-fold vision, and promise of blessing.

Malachi saith that the hearts of the fathers shall turn to the children.

Thus with a word rich in promise he ends the Old Testament record.




THE NEW TESTAMENT.




Four are the men who tell of the life of our Saviour and Master:

Matthew (or Levi) the first, then Mark who writes like a soldier;

Luke the beloved physician, and Jolin once imprisoned on Pat




mos.




Luke writes again (as before to Theophilus) telling the storyWonderful story of parting when Jesus returned to the Father; Telling the story of Pentecost, telling of Peter's strange vision; Telling of brave Stephen's death, of Paul and his hardships and journeys.

This is the book of the Acts, and next are the thirteen epistles Written by Paul the Apostle. The first is the one to the Ro




mans.




Two next to dwellers in Corinth (but one is for all the Achaians).

Then comes the one that was written to all the Galatian churches.

Ephesus gives its proud name to the book that comes next in due order.




Find then the letter of praise that Paul wrote to saints at Philippi.

Then comes the warning he sent to the faithful who dwelt at Colossae.

Brethren in Thessalonica had two books he wrote for their comfort.

Timothy two for his guidance, and Titus had one for the Cretans.

Who but admires the wonderful letter Paul wrote to Philemon? Read the epistle-by whom was it written ?-addressed to the Hebrews.

James to the twelve tribes scattered abroad sends lesson and greeting.

Two are the letters of Peter, and three are by John the Apostle. 
Next is the letter by Judas, and last is the great Revelation. 
                               -J. N. DAVIDSON. 





How We Didn't Do It.




Rev. Henry Faville, of LaCrosse, spoke at Madison upon "How We Didn't Do It." He said his mission was not to throw a coldness over the meeting nor to parade the shortcomings of himself and his church. In the report already given Secretary Carter had recognized the fact that the LaCrosse church kept a Home Missionary upon the field in the city of LaCrosse, and thus had a reason for not meeting its quota for the state work last year. But the fact remains that, with many other churches, this church did not meet its apportionment. Why not? Too many other calls responded to-was given as one reason. Since the Superior convention, eleven special appeals had come to his church, such as the New Richmond church, Oberlin Home for missionary children, Chicago Commons, etc. Another reason was found in the fact that, if allowed to do so. churches, like his old horse, stop and then run backward, if large objects appear before them. The amount to be raised seemed so large that some dared not undertake it, and the result was a backward, rather than a forward movement.

It was believed, also, that failure in most instances was because pastors did not really try to raise the amount asked. An attempt may have been made, but it was not a "trial," which means putting to proof by experiment.

In his judgment the way to "do it" this year was first, to consider self-support in Wisconsin paramount to every other call; second, to take ourselves and our churches in hand and not grow fearful at giants in the way; and third, to be like the little girl who failed in her duty through the day and knew it, so, in her evening prayer, she said: "Lord make me a good girl, 'and if at first you don't succeed, try, try again.




Still More of How We Did it.




AT BRANDON AND SPRING VALE.




An occasional sermon was preached throughout the year on such topics as "The Duty of the Strong Towards the Weak," "The Blessedness of Giving." Several weeks previous to the time set for the annual offering for Home Missions, a personal letter was sent to each member of the church, setting forth the claims of the Home Missionary society, and asking that at least something be done for the work at that time. The Sunday before the offering a sermon was preached, bearing directly on the topic of "Home Missions in Wisconsin.' On the next Sunday, the time appointed by the church themselves at this annual meeting, it was simply announced that the Home Missionary offering would now be collected, with result-not all that could be wished, but still an increase over last year. Brandon, Dec 28, 1899. R. PATON.




AT WEST SALEM.




1. Reported action at Sparta State convention the following Sunday morning in pulpit.

2. Kept the Home Missionary claims of the state before the people in various ways.

3. Two weeks before annual collection preached a stirring Home Missionary sermon on "Shall Your Brethren Go to War, and Shall Ye Sit Here?"

4. Offering quietly received in church, $120. F. B. DOE.




The Great Big Bear.

FRANK NORMAN Dexter.




"Boo! Boo-oo! I'm a Bear, a great big Bear! 
And I'll eat you up, if you don't take care! 
Boo! Boo-oo!" and the Sear, with a noise that will scare 
Crawls under the table, his fearful lair. 


Now he sticks out his head! Let's run, O where? 
From the terrible bear with the golden hair, 
And the laughing face, and the blue eyes fair? 
Let's hide! He's a coming! "Boo-oo!" There! 
He's bumped his head on mamma's chair. 
And she takes him up, Oh how could she dare! 
And she kisses the tears from the cheeks of the Bear. 
The great big Bear with the golden hair; 
And the children laugh, but he doesn't care, 
For mamma's own Boy is the Great Big Bear. 










Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest -Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes.




Ashland-Rev. Arthur G. Beach, pastor. The "weekly calendar" of the church shows that Principal Fenenga preached on Feb. 4-Christian Endeavor day-the Endeavor society conducting the evening service. Rev. Lyman W. Winslow, of Hayward, spoke Feb. 11, morning and evening. Rev. Stanley E. Lathrop preached at both services Feb. 18, and Principal Fenenga again on Feb. 25 Pastor Beach and family being absent meanwhile. A recent offering for foreign missions netted $47. The church sustains Senior, Intermediate and Junior Endeavor societies. A "matrimonial social" was held Feb. 16, in which seven young men and seven young women told why they never married. (The license calendars will be eagerly watched for the results). A "flag-raising" occurred at the Academy Feb. 22. Major Gen. Wilson, U. S. A., has sent to the Academy a storm-flag for out door use. A series of Academy free lectures is begun.

Appleton-Rev. F. T. Rouse, pastor. The anniversary program of the Young Men's Sunday Evening Club, with cuts of the pastor and parsonage and church, and of all the club presidents and full directories, marks another interesting epoch in this active church. Parts of The Holy City were rendered at the evening worship hour, on Feb. 25, by a mixed chorus under the direction of Mr. Alex Zenier.

Beloit Second-Rev. W. W. Sleeper, pastor, has preached three sermons to men, on "Conscience," "Faith” and “Duty.” A series of evangelistic meetings was held Feb. 11 to 18 inclusive. The pastor was assisted by Rev. William Horace Day, pastor of the First Congregational church of Aurora, Ill., whose earnest and spiritual preaching, together with the afternoon Bible reading, made a profound impression and produced results of great value. The church was quickened and deep interest in the Christian life awakened.

Bristol and Paris-The Rev. Edwin N. Andrews' (Peshtigo, Wis.) acceptance of a call to become pastor of this church was read at the services last Sunday, Feb. 18, and was listened to with evident pleasure by the audience. He will preach his first sermon on Sunday, March 4. His address will be Woodworth, Kenosha, Co., Wisconsin.

Dodgeville Pymouth-Rev. G. H. Kemp, pastor. The remodeled and beautiful building was reopened Feb. 25, with special services and the assistance of brethren from abroad. A church supper and sociable took place on the day_following. Eau Claire First-Rev. J. W. Frizzell, pastor. The annual meeting in January disclosed a prosperous year for the First Congregational church. The additions for the year were twenty-five. Benevolent contributions $1381. Church attendance good both morning and evening. The lecture course, under the auspices of Men's Sunday Evening club is proving successful in every way.

Eau Claire Second-This church is still pastorless, but is busily at work abolishing its debts. It is a fine opening for some live, earnest, industrious pastor. The Eau Claire Minister's meeting is said to be very fraternal in spirit and of marked interest.

Elroy-Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor. The Sunday-school is adopting a graded course of study, arranged by the pastor. It comprises a regular and an honor course of nine years from the primary room. Two classes, of twelve each, were advanced from the primary room January 1.




W.




Green Bay-"A Wisconsin Congress of Religion" was held in this city Feb. 27, March 1, in the Union Congregational church. Prominent among the speakers were Rev. H Thomas, D. D., of Chicago, Rev. E. G. Updike, D. D., of Madison, Rev. A. G. Wilson, of Janesville, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, of Chicago, Rev. Judson Titsworth, D. D., of Milwaukee, Rev, 1. T. Rouse, of Appleton, Rev. Granville Ross Pike, of Chicago, Rabbi F. Moses, Chicago, Rev. A. C. Grier, of Racine, Rev. E. H. Smith, of Oshkosh and Rev. J. W. Frizzell, Ph. D., of Eau Claire.

Hillsboro-Pastor Barker resigned, in the middle of January to accept a call to Tonica, Ill. He has done a worthy work and is one we regret to have leave the state. The congregation is seeking, in a careful way, for the leader the Lord has for them. This is one of the most promising of our home missionary fields, a community of a thousand souls, in the midst of a good farming region, with no other English speaking Protestant church.

Milwaukee Hanover Street-Rev. H. H. Jacobs, pastor. The death of Deacon Ladd, elsewhere noticed, removes an carnest worker from this body. Brother Jacobs issues a hectograph weekly calendar showing a busy church week. A 'self-denial week, in aid of the North Side church is a recent feature. The ladies gave a "colonial party" in the parlors. on Washington's birthday. The pastor spoke on Lincoln at Jones Is. Feb. 12. He will conduct a catechism class during lent. "What Thomas Missed" (from the Church Economist)




has recently been circulated with good results. The Fort nightly Club announces interesting social affairs.

Nekoosa-Rev. B. E. Ray, pastor. The progress and prosperity of this town and church is suggested by the University Extension course of lectures given there this winter, under the leadership of the pastor.

Neillsville-Rev. Geo. W. Longenecker, pastor, has united with Methodist and Presbyterian churches in a three weeks' series of special meetings, the pastors alternating in conducting the services. The Christian people were greatly blessed and encouraged. The apportionment for the Neillsville church, the pastor is sure, will be raised for Home Missions.

New Richmond--Rev. A. D. Adams, pastor. Extensive repairs on the church building, wrecked in the tornado, have been completed. Until Christmas time the M. E. congregation worshiped with us, Pastor Adams ministering to both congregations while the M. E. pastor was out soliciting funds for a new M. E. church building which has finally been erected. The Sunday-school hour presented the unique spectacle of two schools in session, at the same time, in the same building, one occupying one side and the other another side. The departure of the M. E. brethren into their own home makes more evident than ever the fearful ravages of the storm. Pastor Adams and the church have lost their most efficient workers, yet the pastor has kept up wonderful courage, and he has been tireless in his energy, and to him, in great measure, is due the present prosperous condition of the church. The church has quite largely exceeded its "Home Missionary quota" as a slight token of heartfelt appreciation of what the circle of churches and friends have done for them. Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor, plans for the near future a new edifice, to cost $40,000, with a seating capacity of $1,200, with the full modern complement of rooms for special work.

Peshtigo-now vacant by the resignation of Pastor E. N. Andrews, after a seven years' pastorate. Brother Andrews' last Sunday here was Feb. 25. The Peshtigo papers voice, the evident regret with which the people of that city bade him good-bye, and pay warm tributes to the personal and pastor. al worth of Mr. and Mrs. Andrews. A reception was tendered them at the home of Mrs. Ramsay, on the week preceding, which was attended by many, 100 invitations having been issued. A purse of $30 was handed to Mr. Andrews by the treasurer of the church. On the way to his new field Brother Andrews took in the "Congress of Religion" at Green Bay. The Peshtigo Eagle says: "It is with feelings of sad. ness that his many friends have seen him and his estimable wife depart after a residence of seven years in Peshtigo. Mr. Andrews has been closely connected with every movement for the moral and educational uplifting of our community. He is a fine musician and an excellent vocalist, and always took part in the many entertainments given in the village. He was widely known throughout the county and made frequent trips to the lumber camps, in the interest of the boys in the woods, where he was always kindly received.

May the best wishes of The Eagle accompany them to their new home.

Potosi-Rev. Aaron Breeze, pastor. The past quarter has been one of encouragement because of increased congregations and a deeper spiritual tone. The contributions to the various benevolent societies have been a cause for thankfulness and inspiration.

Sheboygan-Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, pastor. The pastor resumed work on the 25th of February, after about fourteen weeks of vacation. For a few Sundays previous to his return Dr. Flagg, of Ripon college, supplied, and his services were very much appreciated. He will always get a hearty hearing by this church. The pastor found the congregations held together by Dr. Flagg's ministrations and very much helped. The Sunday-school during 1899 contributed $53 to the Porto Rican work of the A. M. A.; $10 to the Cuban Relief fund; $10 to the church in Havana, and $25 to the support of a Sundayschool in Northern Wisconsin. The enrollment is 556.

Shullsburg-Rev. Geo. R. Chambers, pastor. The church held its yearly business meeting Jan. 11, with full attendance, and hopeful reports from all departments. Since the coming of this pastor they are more united, and eleven have been received in the church. The prayer-meeting has been revived and is growing in interest and attendance. The week of prayer was observed the first week in the year, beginning with a new year sunrise meeting. Although heavily burdened with debt the six benevolences are placed on the list. Jan. 4 Dr. Roy represented the A. M. A. The ladies of the Guild are worthy of especial mention for their beroic efforts to reduce the debt. We are hoping and praying for better things here at Shullsburg, and I believe our prayers will be answered. Our new minister is taking with the people, and things begin to look brighter and more hopeful.

March 1, an ecclesiastical council of which Dr. Ide was moderator and Rev. A. L. McClelland, scribe, after a thorough examination of the history prospects and spirit of the church, in view of its hampering debt accumulated from past bank failures and hard times, recommended aid by the C. C. B. S., which, it is hoped, with the continued heroic efforts of the people, will soon bring relief from the serious obstacle to its forward movement. To the ladies especially belongs the credit for exceptionally persistent and courageous efforts to remove











this incubus. The building is an unusually fine one, exceptionally well located, and the church is one of the two only protestant churches in this important town. An evening session was held with sermon by Dr. Ide, at which time the report of the council was joyfully received by the expectant company. Pastor Chambers is harmonizing all elements and leading in putting new enthusiasm into this hopeful enter rise. A later report may be expected of the fifth anniversary of the dedication, which was to occur March 11-12 with supper, concert and other special services.
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South Milwaukee Rev. Stowe Sawyer, pastor. Our annual meeting was begun Monday, Jan. 8. The various reports showed a good condition of affairs in all lines of work except that of pastor's salary. Increase was reported in membership and in benevolent contributions and attendance on various services. Committees were appointed to raise deficiency in salary and for getting subscriptions for present year to report at adjourned meeting. Adjourned meeting was held Jan. 22 and the result of committee work showed t':at lack of appreciation of pastor's work was not the cause of existing conditions as over $400 was raised to bring up arrearages, and new subscriptions ensured the re-engagement of Rev. F. S. Sawyer for present year. We intend that better methods shall prevail in our business affairs and recommend the same course to any others who have been careless.

Springvale - Rev. Robt. Paton, pastor, had the pleasure of listening to Rev. Mr. Carter, on Self-support Sunday. - Thirty-seven dollars of our share has been raised. The remaining $18 is pledged by the Ladies' Missionary society. The people of this vicinity have had the privilege of enjoying two illustrated lectures by Rev. C A. Payne, of Berlin. The descriptions of the places, shown by the powerful calcium light, were vivid and exceedingly interesting.

Hope Church, Sturgeon Bay-Rev. L. E. Osgood, pastor. Benevolences for the past year amounted to $336 and the home expenses $1,400. The coupon envelope system for raising money for home expenses has been adopted for this year. This plan was decided on at the first annual banquet held Jan. 18. At this banquet there was a short social time, followed by supper, music, toasts and a business meeting. Plans have been made for a new parsonage to be built next spring. The Sunday-school is in a flourishing condition, there being 221 scholars enrolled at the beginning of the year, while the Home Department numbers twenty adult members and twenty-five on the baby roll.

Token-Rev. Paul B. Meinert, pastor. The congregation has lost two of its little ones and a dear member since last we wrote. In April little Beth Burrington; June 23, Ethel Ruby Fuller. Nov. 28 occurred the funeral of Mrs. Arthur Randahl, better known as Bertie Crist, a faithful worker in the Sunday-school some years ago. Her late home was in New York. Dec. 20, one of our oldest and most esteemed members was taken -Elbert N. Spaulding, aged 66 years. He had been almost helpless for some months, but was very much interested in church work, was chairman of the building committee when the church edifice was erected, and gave his attention to the work throughout. Rev. Mr. Meinert conducted the funeral services. Christmas night was observed with an excellent program. At its close a very pretty tree was stripped of its gifts, to be scattered through the audience.

Jan. 2, annual business meeting. An interesting report given and officers elected for the coming year. Gave Rev. Meinert a call for another year. Jan. 7 communion was observed and enjoyed.
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Two were received as members. The Christian Endeavor society is progressing, and the boys have organized the Token Christian Endeavor Band. Good for the boys.

Union Grove-Rev. Victor F. Brown, pastor. Feb. 11 witnessed a departure in the order of services at the Congregational church at Union Grove. The church society, at the annual meeting, Feb. 4, requested the pastor, some Sunday morning in the near future, to announce to the congregation the amount of indebtedness that stood against the church and society, which was $423, and, instead of the regular morning services, praise God by trying to raise the debt. After opening the morning service in the usual manner Pastor Brown said the sermon would be by a lay member, and called out A. P. Colby, one of the trustees, and then uncovered an outline of our beautiful church e lifice, and the text. Owe no man anything," printed in large letters over the outline. This outline of the church was covered, from base to top of steeple, with numbers representing dollars, from $1 00 up to $50, which Brother Colby requested members of the audience to take off by paying the amount called for, commencing with the largest number and continuing until the last number was taken off, leaving the church free from debt. Pastor Brown is entitled to much credit for the design of the plan and the zeal in which he carried it out, thus placing the church and society clear of debt, to the great joy of us all.

Washburn-Rev. John Gibson, pastor. The yearly meeting of the church, held Jan. 11, was one of the best in the history of the church. A supper and social time preceded the meeting and was much enjoye'. The reports of the various departments were encouraging and hopeful, the outlook for 1900 being good. The Ladies' Aid society is active and large. The Sabbath school is doing excellent work, having a good average attendance, and the staff of officers and teachers were never better. A building committee, with the pastor as chairman, expect to begin a new church building in a more central location in the spring. On Wednesday, Jan. 17, about ninety of the friends surprised the pastor's wife on her birthday and after a pleasant evening left behind several valuable presents. The pastor, John Gibson, has not accepted call to Park Falls, as reported, but declined.

Waupun-Our pastor, Rev. John H. Rowland, will close his pastorate here April 1, next, after five years' service.

West Salem-Rev. F. J. Brown, pastor. Annual meeting Dec. 27, with rollcall and interesting letters from absent members. The West Salem paper gives prominent space to it as "a successful church year," giving a cut of the church (printed some time ago in Our Church Life). Total parish receipts, $1,302.66 with a credit balance of $8.97 above bills. Membership, 124. Year's loss, 1. Gain, 1. Sunday-school average, 88. Receipts, $87.97. Y. P. S. C. E. membership, 59 active, 15 associate, 3 honorary, collections, $33.19. Junior S. C. E. membership 14, collections, $36.40.




Ladies' Aid society held four socials. Total receipts $193.01. Valuable work done by the missionary society. The entire work is in excellent condition. Electric lights are on the way, the Juniors having $10 in hand for that project.




Our Church Life as an Ad

vertising Medium.

The following testimonial is unsolicited: "We are getting more inquiries from our ad in Church Life than from any advertising we have done elsewhere. DARROW INVESTMENT Co., Corning, Iowa." Who Wants a Chandelier? Any church in need of a twelve or fifteen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C. H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is called so the fact that the COMMITTEE of INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D. 
  Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J. O. Myers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 


POSITIONS SECURED!

We aid those who want GOVERNMENT POSITIONS. 85,000 places under CIVIL SERVICE RULES. `8,000 yearly appointments. Prepares by mail for all Government examinations. Fees cash or installments. A thorough and scientific course in all departments. Requires spare time only. Salaries twice as much as private firms for the same kind of work. The hours of labor are short, duties light, positions for life. Take our course of study and we guarantee that you will pass the Civil Service Examinations. Write, enclosing stamp, for our Catalouge describing course to BUREAU OF

CIVIL SERVICE INSTRUCTION,

Washington, D. C.
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Waterworks, Ele tric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is done in Four Departments Engineering Department

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Eelctric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department.

Bids upon proposals for the construction and installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants. Years of experience and trained talent give reliability to our work in this department.

Financing Department.

Buys and sells bonds and other securities of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. Gives particular attention to refunding high rate securities.

Dept. of Negotiation and

Legal Advice.




Acts between cities and franchise.companies, as arbitrators, appraisers and reierees in contested cases. Makes a specialty in promoting the transfer of franchise plants to the ownership of municipalities. Experienced judgment, trained talent. and financial responsibility are elements that enter ino all our work.




Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments] of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG, Ripon, Wis.
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Owns and operates 6,154 miles of thoroughly equipped road.

FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It; traverses the best sections of the States of

Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

For further information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

Chicago Theological Seminary




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE.

No other State in the Union offers greater inducements for the location of Industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundance of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching markets everywhere. Reliable information will be cheerfully furnished upon application o W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin desirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




Renew




Your




OPENED SEPT. 27. Subscription
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VOL. VI.




THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




DATES TO REMEMBER.




1900.




April 21-Great Ecumenical Mission 
   ary Conference, New York City. 
April 22-29-Week of Prayer for the 
   Lord's Day. 


May 1-Eau Claire District Conven




tion, Bloomer.




May 4-Wisconsin Arbor and Bird day.

May 8-9-La Crosse District Convention, Trempealeau.

May 9-Chicago Theological Seminary Triennial.

May 15-16-Beloit District Convention, Delavan.

May 15-16-Madison District Con- 
   vention, Columbus. 


May 22-23-Northeastern District 
  Convention, Prentice. 


May 24-25-Superior District Con- 
   vention, Cumberland. 


May 27-Memorial Sunday.

May 28-29-Milwaukee District Convention, Rochester.

May 28-29-Winnebago District Con

vention, Kewaunee.

June 5-7-Annual meeting C. H. M.




S., Detroit, Mich.




June 10-Sunday-Children's Day.

June 14-15-Lemonweir District Convention, Endeavor,




C. E. CONVENTIONS.




Winnebago District, Rosendale, June




14-15.
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.
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Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is done in Four Departments Engineering Department

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Eelctric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department.

Bids upon proposals for the construction and installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants. Years of experience and trained talent give reliability to our work in this department.

Financing Department.

Buys and sells bonds and other securities 
of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. 
Gives particular attention to refunding 
high rate securities. 


Dept. of Negotiation and 
Legal Advice. 


Acts between cities and franchise com- 
panies, as arbitrators, appraisers and re- 
ferees in contested cases. Makes a special- 
ty in promoting the transfer of franchise 
plants to the ownership of municipalities. 
"Experienced judgment, trained' talent, 
and financial responsibility are elements 
that enter in o all our work. 





Ripon College.

This institution is one of the old and tried institutions of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school of high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades,and, in the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a matron.

A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,




Ripon, Wis.
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VOL. VI.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN,,APRIL 1900.




The Woman's Home Missionary

Union--Its Object.

The Woman's Home Missionary Union is a twofold union. One, the binding together of the women's societies throughout the state, for mutual advantage-the other the grouping of the five homeland organizations through which we as Congregationalists do our homeland missionary work. We had supposed the question "Why organize the women for homeland missionary work?" answered long ago and others coming up in its place; but quite recently a letter was received from one of our district secretaries asking how she should answer this same old question coming to her from some of the churches in her district. Practically the same answer given at the beginning serves for today. The women in our churches are a power which it will not do to ignore. A power numerically, for they number two to one in the membership of the church. A power spiritually, a power financially, a power for the future interests of all benevolent work, through the training of our sons and daughters. How can this power be best utilized? Evidently through organization. The successful working of women's societies all over the land proves this. The binding together of individual forces means strength. Organization brings all the workers into sympathetic and mutually helpful relationsorganization always gives efficiency and power, and nowhere is this more true than in missionary work. President Capen, of the American Board, asks why it is that the women's societies have been able to accomplish so much in the past few years, and says it is due to their organization, and thus their better chances of securing a contribution from every woman in the church. Forty-two states are now banded together forming a golden network, spreading through the length and breadth of our land-and for what object? I quote from Mrs. Caswell what I think we may call the creed of the Woman's Home Missionary Union.




"Its object is ten-fold.




1st. To arouse every woman in every church to a keen sense of her responsibility for the Christian character of this nation.




No. 6.




7th. To see that every woman contributes money to homeland missions.

8th. To see that every womeu learns to be loyal to our Congregational benevolences.

9th. To see that every woman helps to lift the whole work of homeland missions above its present condition.

10th. To see that every woman develops a profound interest in the important questions concerning our national life."

A creed broad enough, surely, to enlist the energies of every woman in our churches. As our creed is broad, so our field is broad-the whole homeland, which, in these later days, is spreading out to include the Arctic lands and the islands of the sea.

At its organization sixteen years ago, the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union had for its first object to help the Wisconsin Home Missionary society in its effort to evangelize our own state. That it was helpful then, and has continued to be so, during the years since, is shown by the fact that more than $28,000 has gone into the treasury of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society directly through that of the Woman's Home Missionary Union, and about $20,000 more into other homeland missionary work through the American Missionary association, the Congregational Education society, the Congregational Church Building society, the Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing society, with a few minor contributions to special objects. This amount is exclusive of legacies and missionary supplies which would aggregate several thousand more. Thus there seems to be good financial reason for its existence. As an educational factor in the development of our women, I think the value of Missionary societies can never be overestimated. "We need the Missionary society more than the Missionary society needs us." No woman's club program can ever give a broader theme than that which includes the educational, industrial, civic and religious interests of our whole nation, as well as of all foreign lands.

New questions arise when we speak of methods. What is the next step? Are the women monopolizing the missionary interest of the churches? Do we need a readjustment of our missionary organizations? Can we drop out the word woman and call them homeland societies, with both men and women as members? Can we drop the "Home" and "Foreign," calling them missionary societies, with an equal and increasing interest




2nd. To see that every woman takes her right in both branches of the work? These questions place in homeland missionary work.




3rd. To see that every women becomes an intelligent worker, without waste of strength. 4th. To see that every woman learns to practice a reasonable self-denial.

5th. To see that every woman has the power and joy which come through cooperation.

6th. To see that missionary effort is consolidated in the churches.




are yet to be answered, and we need for their solution wise, clear-headed, consecrated leaders. In the meantime, it seems to me, the very plain duty of Wisconsin women is to use to the best advantage the present form of organization, carrying out as nearly as possible the aim of the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union, a Woman's Missionary society in every church with every woman a member of it-contributing something each year to homeland missionary work.




CLARA F. UPDIKE.
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Milwaukee Downer College.




THE NEW BUILDINGS.




We are able to present in this issue pictures of the new buildings of Milwaukee Downer College. These buildings stand at right angles to one another, thus forming two sides of a quadrangle which opens to the south and east. All the rooms of the administration building receive the north or south light, while all residence rooms for students are open to the direct sunshine from east, south or west.

The buildings are in the English domestic Gothic style, of red brick, with red sandstone foundations and trimmings and are set in a generous campus which is adorned by many trees of the primeval forest.

Merrill Hall is devoted to classrooms and administrative purposes. It contains, besides classrooms and offices, the chapel, libraries, laboratories, museum, observatory and art studios and bowling alleys.

Holton Hall is the residence of the president, the faculty, and the boarding students. It contains, besides private rooms and parlors, the infirmary, the dining rooms, the gymnasiums, and music rooms. The interest of many friends has found tangible expression in liberal gifts, and the hall is furnished not only with comfort, but with rare beauty and elegance.

The union of Downer and Milwaukee colleges was looked upon with anxious interest by the friends of both colleges, and the progress that has been made since 1895 has been unreservedly gratifying. Not only are the new buildings erected on the fine site in the northern part of the city, and the growth in student membership already exceeding the capacity of the new residence hall, but the number of teachers has doubled, and the courses of study have been vastly enriched and extended. The Seminary (College Preparatory) department sends its graduates to any college or




university in the country, that does not require entrance examinations, and the student enters wlthout examination. The College diploma admits to graduate study in Universities on the same terms as those extended to students from any other college, and it is recognized by the Wisconsin State Board of Examiners with a life certificate to teach in any of the public schools of the state.

Among its most important lines of training, the College regards its care of the physical condition of the students. The gymnasium is fitted up in the most complete and admirable manner, and a graduate of a physical training school gives to the physical care of students her entire time. The bowling alleys furnish an especially pleasant winter exercise, and the near neighborhood of Lake Park, one of Milwaukee's most beautiful parks, and the fine residence streets of Prospect Hill offer exceptionally agreeable walks. Tennis, croquet and boating are among the favorite out-ofdoor pleasures. A resident nurse and a finely ap pointed infirmary provide for the best of care in case of illness.

The advantages of the immediate proximity to the beautiful city of Milwaukee, with its churches, lecture courses, concerts, libraries, Layton gallery, and many other attractive, refining and elevating influences, united with a location that secures purest air, cleanliness, quiet, and scholarly isolation, constitutes a condition already highly appreciated by parents and students and full of promise for the future. Students are even now registering for the coming year.

The care and supervision of a beautiful home, the earnest purpose and Christian spirit that prevail, the high ideals of scholarship and of character that are sought, seem to leave little lacking to render Milwaukee-Downer college a preeminently desirable place for the young lady seeking the highest culture that schools and colleges can give. E. C. S.









Self-Control in the Positive Direc- was as nearly a zero as it is possible for man to




tion.




Doing is just as much a sign of self-control as not doing; yielding is just as much a quality of the self-controlled man as not yielding. The man who, by the power of his will, holds his fierce temper in check manifests a self-control which will be a large factor in insuring his usefulness. And the man who, in the presence of a public evil or an outrageous meanness by the strong against a weaker person, lets his blood boil until he is ready to fight, also manifests a self-control which will be a large factor in insuring his usefulness. Christ showed wonderful self-control when, during the crucifixion, he prayed, "Father, forgive them," but He just as truly revealed self-control when He drove the money-changers out of the temple with a whip, or when, with fearless spirit, he looked the Pharisees in the eye and called them "whited sepulchers," "generation of vipers."

The man who staggers out of the grog.shop lacks self-control and that lack is destroying what might have been a useful life. But the man who looks upon this disgusting, pitiable sight and does not burn with enough indignation and pity to induce him to throw his influence against the grog-shop, also lacks self-control.

The man who curbs his violent passions, who will not yield to his base desires, and who is therefore guiltless of positive flagrant evil, reveals self-control; but unless he also exerts will power enough to push himself into positive effort for good, his self-control is one-sided. Laziness and lukewarmness and cowardliness and procrastination, in view of the terrific battle that is on between good and evil, between love and selfishness, are as sure indications of the lack of self-control as the raving temper or the consuming passion.

The sign of subtraction may be a sign of selfcontrol, but there must also be the sign of addition before the control is complete. It is splendid and necessary to be able to write "minus" between your life and certain things, but it is just as splendid and just as necessary to be able to write "plus" between your life and certain other things. I remember well a certain man whom I knew in school. I never saw him lose his temper. I never heard him speak an unkind or hasty word. I never heard him utter an oath. I never saw him strike a cruel blow. I never heard of his doing a rash deed. I never knew of his yielding to a base appetite or passion. And yet he was one of the most pitiable examples of the lack of self-control that the world contains. I never heard him recite a lesson correctly. I never heard him read a good essay or make a good debate. I never saw him play a good game of ball. I never saw him dressed cleanly and neatly. I never knew of his putting forth any effort for kindness or righteousness. I never knew of his taking a decided, brave stand on any moral issue. I never saw his face flush with determination or decision. He woefully lacked self-control in the positive direction. He




be.




We must not drive recklessly before a fierce blast; we must not drift idly on a placid sea; we must hold the rudder firmly and steer. "He that ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh a city." He that does not rule his spirit will never take any city.

There is a great demand in Wisconsin for men of such self-control that they will not waste their strength and time and money in luxury and licentiousness, but to be of much use to Wisconsin they must also be men of such self-control that they will spend their strength and time and money for Christ. A. E. L.




Worth Careful Reading.

Note the "Interesting Story" of Chippewa County, in which Brother D. A. Richardson graphically describes the growth and opportunity in one of our home missionary districts. District Missionary Whitelaw's service in the revival at Bloomer, previously reported, and now in helping to the adjustment and development of the new field, has helped to make the story possible.




C. H. M. S. at Detroit.

The annual meeting of our Congregational Home Missionary society at Detroit, Mich., June 5-7, gives pastors and laymen of the interior a rare opportunity to attend one of the great national meetings of exceptional interest.

Secretary Choate writes as follows: "May we not expect a goodly representation of the Wisconbrethren at this meeting in Detroit? It is a nearer point to your state that any we have touched, and probably more accessible than almost any other east of Wisconsin, with the exception of Chicago. I very much hope that we may have a large attendance of the missionaries themselves; for that is a very desirable feature of a meeting that is held upon missionary ground, and a feature which we cannot get when holding the meeting in New England or at Saratoga."




Minutes of State Convention.

In the interest of the history of the Congrega; tional churches of Wisconsin, I have opened a bureau for the purchase, sale and exchange of the Minutes of our State Convention. My aim is to assist others in securing complete sets. Will pay 35 cents per copy for a limited number of minutes. for 1853-1865 inclusive. Will pay 25 cents per copy for four copies for each of the years '71, '72 and '75, or will exchange for these. Address




JOSEPH COLLie, Williams Bay, Wis,









!




Cui Bono?




Our coming district conventions are for layrepresentatives of the churches as well as for ministers.

They are at least as essential to the welfare of our churches, as are to the interests which they represent Farmer's Institutes, Press Associations, Teachers' Institutes, Business Men's Clubs, Fraternity Gatherings, and Political Campaigns.

We cannot thrive without organization, nor without such gatherings as are these conventions, for fellowship, mutual stimulation, education and general helpfulness. The expense as compared The expense as compared with the benefit is a trifle. Because ministers are the ones who are most willing to undergo such expense, is no reason why the churches should shirk their share. The following true copy of a letter written by request of the trustees of the church by a leading intelligent member of one of our city churches, indicates a theory and a condition that, unfortunately, are not confined to the frank writer, and indicates also the need of a good deal of primary education on the subject:

"The writer is very much opposed to the source of expense, and believes that those who arrange for the conventions should be more economical. 1st. If ministers want a year book they should pay for it.

2nd. Our church clerk does not care for the minutes of the Triennial National convention.

3rd. We do not receive any great good from the National Council.

4th. Don't care for statistics of the churches. 5th. The annual minutes of state convention are dry reading.

6th. There should be no such expense for state convention as programs, etc.

7th. The state convention registrar should give his work to the Lord. The Lord gave his life for him.

8th. The district convention expenses should be paid by those participating, same as C. E. conventions."




ECCE QUAM BONUM !




If the beloved brother who makes the above protest conducts business and politics on the same plan he here proposes for the only agencies and instruments which represent and promote the broader fellowship and general esprit du corps of our churches, we should enjoy a closer view of the results of the business and politics so managed.

The insignificant trifle of a convention assessment (not tax) and of the cost of its programs and historic records ought not to be a stumbling block to any man of intelligence or patriotism, to say naught of denominational loyalty. Most men are loyal to something or other that means extension of fellowship and promotes common understanding and mutual impulse; and most men thus loyal do not "kick" (no other phrase will answer,) at a trifling item of expense thus laid upon all for all..

If every church clerk had a complete file of the Year books and convention minutes, and of every




program of such assemblings, local and general from the first, we should be far richer in historic archives than we are, and each local church ought to remember it, before it is too late.-EDITOR.




A Plea to the Pastor.

HELP THOSE WOMEN.




Dear Brother Pastor:




Is there a Woman's Missionary society in your church?

Is it sending an annual contribution to the Woman's Home Missionary Union, stating clearly to what object it wishes it applied?

Have you received a communication from the Home Missionary secretary of your district sent to you because she knew no other way to reach the women of your church?

Have you kindly passed that package of literature over to the most interested and enthusiastic woman in your church to help create a deeper and wider interest in home missions?

If not too much trouble will you please hand the next communication sent you by the state corresponding secretary of the Woman's Home Missionary Union, over to your wife, or some other good woman to answer, so that we may at least hear from every church in the state before our next annual meeting in September?

We are asking these favors because of the fact that of the over 250 Congregational churches in the state less than 70 have women's societies, auxiliary to the Woman's Home Missionary Union, and our only means of reaching the other 180 is through the pastors.

Our object in urging the claims of the Woman's Home Missionary Union is that we may be able to help the women-and through them perhaps the men-of your church to a keener interest in the welfare of our state and nation; to their responsibility for the civilizing and Christianizing, not only of the multitudes of foreigners landed upon our shores each year, of the millions of negroes and Indians, mountaineers and Mexicans, but also towards the rapidly developing sections of our own Wisconsin. A word from the pastor, an occasional visit to the missionary meeting, per haps a suggestion as to which branch of the work is most in need of the quarterly appropriation, mean a great deal to the women who are carrying the burden. While it is all an old story to you, there is always the coming generation to whom it is all a new story which they must learn from the beginning.

Thanking you for helping those women, 
                 CLARA F. UPDIKE, 
 President Woman's Home Missionary Union. 





Notice.




Owing to more recent advices the date for the Winnebago District convention at Kewaunee will be held on the constitutional date-June 5-6-and not on the date announced on our first page.-ED. The Eau Claire convention will be held at Eau Claire, instead of at Bloomer.-ED.









BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief-SAMUEL T. KIDDER, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Special Contributors, 1900— 


REV. ROBERT PATON, Brandon. 
REV. A. E. LEONARD, Menasha. 
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Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology, Sabbath observance, etc.




In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents vearly. No Club-rates. THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y. H. W. Carter, Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as




above.




Entered at the post office at Menasha, Wisconsin, as second class matter, February 27, 1899.




Editorial Briefs




"Wherever a mantle of pity falls soft on a wound or a woe; Wherever a peace or a pardon springs up to o'ermaster a foe; Wherever a soft hand of blessing outreaches to succor a need; Wherever springs healing for wounding, the Master is risen indeed.

Wherever the soul of a people, arising in courage and might. Bursts forth from the errors that shrouded its hopes in the gloom of the night;

Wherever, in sight of God's legions, the armies of evil recede, 
And truth wins a soul or a Kingdom, the Master is risen in- 
    deed. 
                              L. A. H. in Christian Work. 
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Among recent issues of Brother Davison's "Lord Day Papers" are Nos. 64, A Call to Earnest Prayer; 65, Sunday Excursions; 66, The Facts as to Canteens; 67, The Nineteenth Century's Verdict on Moderate Drinking and the Saloon; 68, Our New Island Possessions; 69, A Month's Course of Patriotic Studies; and 70, Anti-divorce and Anti-Polagamy Legislation.

A small outlay will secure any of these papers in quantity for distribution. Write Rev. J. B. Davison, 160 Harmon street, Milwaukee.
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The "Sheldon Daily" has been so warmly praised and so severely criticised by good people that we prefer to leave our readers to form-as they doubtless have done-their own conclusions. We rejoice at least, however, that one man has had the courage to try his best to show what he thinks a religious daily should be and in what sort of a perspective of relative space and emphasis he believes current events and problems should be viewed. Whatever one's view of Mr. Sheldon's success or failure, he has set all the land to thinking.




*




*
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Leaflets for Missionary societies, collection envelopes, specimen copies of Our Church Life, with subscription blanks, are gladly furnished gratis to all applying at the Beloit office.
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A protest is hereby entered against Illinois' drawing so many of our Wisconsin men to its churches. It shows good taste, and we are benevolently inclined, but we cannot afford to have the idea prevail that we can supply all demands. Revs. John Faville, Thos. Barker, W. B. Millard, with others under consideration, is setting the tide altogether too strongly. We call a halt.
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American Church History, new, by the Christian Literature Co., for sale at a bargain. Inquire of Beloit office.









Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. only four remaining, tell the story of Turkish massacres. In
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this needy field our Christian Endeavorers have another missionary, Miss Laura Ellsworth. She writes of her busy life. One to three meetings a day to attend, except Friday and Saturday, with eight classes every day, mostly in the college. On Sunday four Sabbath schools demand her care, besides at tending two church services and two prayer-meetings. Her salary is not munificent, $330 for a teacher of science. It is coming to be the fashion for churches to have two pastors, one at home and one abroad. I have wondered, as I have attended our great teachers' associations, why our schools do not have an annex in Turkey or China. Why not make Miss Ellsworth, at Harpoot, or one of your own number at Inghok, your assistant teacher?

The work for our Young People, then, stands thus: Young Women's societies...

Medical work at Inghok..........




.$ 600.00




700.00




330.00 $1,630.00




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Can this be raised? Yes, if all will to raise it.




A. B. SEWELL.




Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS.




$283.05




30.00




Miss Ellsworth's salary....




64.25




42.64




5.00




16.50
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EXPENSE FUND.




10.00 4.25




10.00




5.75




[image: [merged small][ocr errors]]


Missionaries for State meeting..




A Day of Prayer.




Mrs. Ferris' paper on "Prayer as a Factor in our Work," read at the annual meeting at Milwaukee, bore immediate fruit.

The Executive committee appointed a day of prayer for our state work and for the treasury. Each auxiliary is requested to observe the day of its regular May meeting. On that day, and in that meeting, let the thoughts and prayers be given to this subject.




The following report was read at the annual meeting held in Milwaukee.




OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.




"In the freshness of their morning, in the glory of their youth, With their hearts alert for service and their souls on fire for truth, They are coming. they are coming, with this song in every mouth,




God's Kingdom marches on."




Our fifteen Young Woman's societies are nobly taking their part. Of the $600 expected from them $445 are already pledged by nine societies. At the opening of the year each one was asked to increase its offering. Janesville Loani Band, opened the lists with a pledge of one hundred and fifty dollars. A new Band of Covenanters there will swell the offering. Grand Avenue, Milwaukee, Mission Circle, comes next, pledging one hundred dollars, with the Daughters of the Covenant, a new Beloit First, Brandon, society, giving fifty dollars more. Burlington, Delavan, Evansville, Fond du Lac Hayward, Madison, Milwaukee-Downer College, Platteville, Wauwatosa-not one will forget its fealty, or fail to do as "God has prospered" and in His Name.

And our Christian Endeavor societies are not one whit behind. Organized with wider, not larger, scope they follow various lines of work led by their committees. Of these the Missionary committee is one of the most important.

Of one hundred and fifty societies reported, over eighty have contributed to the special work committed to this Branch. There has been a steady growth in interest and support since Dr. Nieberg, now Mrs. Goddard, was committed to their care. Now they must bid good-bye to Mrs. Goddard for a time. She is in this country with health much impaired by the long strain of over-work and responsibility and needs a longer rest. She sends her loving greeting and hopes sometime to see those who have so long made her their care. The medical work at Ingkok is still theirs, and thousands of patients will enter the door of their hospital where, in Christ's name, the hand of skill and sympathy will be stretched out to heal. And more than this, for each one will be told of one who had power to say, "thy sins be forgiven thee."

A few years ago eight buildings witnessed the educational plant of the American Board in Harpoot, Turkey. Today,




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. WM. JEFFRIS, Janesville; Mrs. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. 
Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. 
Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison. 





Financial Report from Feb. 28 to March 30,




1960.




CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Janesville, $12.15; Fort Atkinson, $6. Wauwatosa, $3.50; Brodhead, $4.65; Delavan. $2.50; Darlington, $30.00; Delavan Y. P. S. C. E., $5; Arena 1st. $2 10; Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $35; Ashland, $15; Sparta, $10; Token $5; New Richmond $10.........




A. M. A.




Delavan, $1.50; Arena 1st., $1.23..




Delavan.......




.$140,90




2.73




C. C. B. S.




.50




C. E. S.
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Authorized Biographies of D. L. Moody.

The announcement of publication of a number of biogra phies of D. L. Msody has forced the family to deny that any such will have their authorization or cooperation.

Although Mr. Moody was steadfastly opposed to any biographical notices during his life, he knew it could not be avoided after his death, and a few years ago expressed the wish that his elder son, W. R. Moody, should undertake it, in in order that many false statements now current might be corrected.

The family have a large number of private letters, as well as photographs and other material, which will be reserved for the only authorized biography. The request is made to friends all over the world who can contribute authentic material, to send it to W. R. Moody, East Northfield, Mass.

Meanwhile, a briefer biographical sketch will be compiled by his son and issued in the Moody Colportage Library with all possible despatch.









Fresh Books and Exchanges.

NEW TREASURES FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

Among the recent books of deep interest, high standard and strong impulses for good issued by our Congregational S. S. and P. Society, are the two following from the Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago.

I. CAPTAIN OF THE CADETS, by J. T. Thurston, author of "A Fronteer Hero," "Ruth Prentice," etc., fine cloth, price $1.25. Captain of the Cadets is a story of school life, full of interest, and depicting characters of marked individuality. The hero is a manly fellow whose sturdy pride forbids his accepting help in getting an education, or in caring for his invalid brother. He makes his way through school by hard work, overcomes the prejudices of the scholars who were disposed to slight him on account of his poverty, and becomes the popular captain of the school cadets. His character develops grandly under hardship and temptation, and his well-deserved success will stimulate the laudable desire of other boys to be hopeful, brave, honest and Christian, in the best and noblest sense.

II. PROFESSOR PIN, by the popular author of "Redmond of the Seventh," "Garret Grain," etc., cloth, price $1.00. Another volume for boys, of the sort that take hold of a boy at once and touch the manly chord. Professor Pin's small size awkward ways made him the butt of the students where he taught until they discovered his real manliness and worth, and then none was so popular. The boys in the story are real boys, and few stories of school-life are so true to life.




"ABOUT MY FATHERS' BUSINESS;" by Austin Miles. The Mershon Company, New York. Price $1 50, cloth, 16 mo.

Mr. Miles in this book describes the Church as the "Father's business," in which there are employed many kinds and conditions of men to carry out the work.

Choosing living characters to represent the different conditions of Church life, and the evils existing, through the desire on the part of its members to bring it down to the arena of pleasure, he weaves an interesting story.

All through this narrative there is carried on an animated controversy between the social and spiritual elements, describing the lack of force and power in spiritual life by the encroachment upon it of social pleasures.

It also shows the abuses made possible by the power and influence of some of its rich members who frequently use the church as a cloak for the advancement of their selfish ambitions and designs, and are often made social lions, licensed to do mostly as they please, because of their wealth. While the book had a religious flavor, at the same time it advances some very strong themes of morality and philosophy. Throughout its pages a vein of helpful humor is found, and written in such an original manner as to win for the book a marked favor with the reading public.




PAMPHLETS.




The new annual of the YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL 1900-1901 shows that Yale is doing her best to solve the critical problem so fully discussed of late, as to how to prepare young men for the Christian ministry. All the University courses are open to the divinity students, and the special departments, such as Old Testainent Literature, Biblical Theology, Church History, etc., seem to be held up to the most modern demands. Full electives in Psychology, Philosophy, Semtic Languages, etc., are open to all who desire. A faculty of thirteen specialists and three special lectures are listed, and students and resident licentiates to the number of 96.




"A FAITHLESS CHURCH." Safeguard and Armory quarterly series. Safeguard Pub. Co., Portland, Maine. This somewhat caustic and sweeping title heads a pamphlet of composite authorship, in prose and poetry, exposing and attacking the modern fads in church entertainment, in week-day or Sunday dress. If all their facts are true the editors have indeed shown up a "chamber of horrors" which may well give us pause.




THE COMING OF THE NEW YORK INDIANS TO WISCONSIN, by John Nelson Davidson, A. M. Madison, State Historical Society, 1900. Another valuable reprint from the State Historical Society proceedings, conveys to us l'astor Davidson's welltold story of the historic migration of the Stockbridges and Brothertowns to the shores of Lake Winnebago. Its sources of information are carefully appended.




EXICANGE NOTES.




THE RAM'S HORN, in recent issues has made a notable exposure of the personnel and methods of Dr. John Alexander Dowie, of Chicago, whom it boldly pronounces an unmitigated fraud, on seemingly approved evidence. The last issue contains a striking colored cartoon by Frank Beard, "The War of Mammon," and a poem by Helen A. Beard, "If Christ Should Come To-day." The Ram's Horn is one of the most




fearless and effective religious weeklies. 110 La Salle Ave., Chicago.

CURRENT HISTORY-Boston-has enlarged its scope and displaced its quarterly by a monthly form, which has no rival as a cyclopedia of current events. More extended notice next month.




THE APRIL DELINEATOR. Every happy home contains children, and yet with children come anxieties that for years fill mothers' hands and hearts. Recognizing the universal need of such a series of subjects, The Delineator has been publishing articles from the pen of Dr. Grace Peckham Murray, dealing with "The Sick Child." The April article refers to The Fevers of Childhood. All Dr. Murray's work is characterized by careful thoroughness, and her advice is of the practical kind needed by anxious mothers.

A novel method of illustrating and at the same time a very useful one, is adopted in the April number of The Delineator, where, in connection with a cookery article, pictures are shown photographed directly from the dishes they represent.




Barrie and the Real Thrums. "The Real Thrums of Barrie' is to be one of the features of the May LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. It is a most charming picture of Mr. Barrie and his beloved Thrums, penned by Miss Mary B. Mullet, a writer whose profound admiration for the author led her on a pilgrimage to Thrums. She chatted of Barrie with his neighbors and with the prototypes of his characters in "A Window in Thrums," identified the scenes portrayed in that book, and caught a glimpse of the author himself. She writes of all these with a freshness and enthusiasm which bring Barrie and his home into realistic view, a picture full of spirit, atmosphere and action-literally a moving photograph of the people and place.




MEMORIES OF DWIGHT L. MOODY. It was the wish of the late Mr. Moody that his biography should be written by his son. Mr. W. R. Moody, who has in his possession all of his father's papers and is preparing a very complete life of the great preacher, has consented to write especially for THE SATURDAY EVENING POST a series of anecdotal papers on his father's life and work, profusely illustrated with hitherto unpublished photographs. The first of these papers, entitled Moody as Boy and Business Man, will appear in the April 7th number of The Saturday Evening Post.

Mr. Robert Buchanan pays his respects to Sir Walter Besant on the Hooligan question in the Kipling controversy, and does it very effectively, in the article entitled "The Ethics of Criticism," reprinted in THE LIVING AGE for March 24, from The Contemporary Review. People who are contemplating a visit to Paris this summer will enjoy the pleasant sketch of "Paris and the Exposition" which The Living Age for March 24 translates from a recent article by M. Gabriel Hanotaux. The opening article in The Living Age for April 7 will be an affectionate yet discriminating consideration of Mr. Ruskin on his personal side by Julia Wedgwood, who knew him well.




AMONG NEW EXCHANGES are THE CANADIAN CONGREGATIONALIST-Toronto-Weekly series, an able and finely edited 16page journal of Canadian Congregational church news,

ZEAL, with a beautiful engraving of Our Leader"-Jesusand a cut of the Countess Schimmelmann is an exponent, finely printed and illustrated, of the Young People's (Temperance) Federation of America, Chicago, 184 La Salle St.

Associated with it is "THE BOY," official advocate of the Anti-Cigarrette League for the boys of America. The best thing in that line we have seen. Send 50 cents to 1102 The Temple, 184 La Salle St, and try it for a year. Ministers desiring to find aminunition along this line can obtain here, for 25 cents, an ample package of fact and argument.




Rally Day.




Seldom, if ever, has there been a more general and hearty cooperation than is found in our Home Missionary forward selfsupport movement. The concentration, upon Feb. 4, as Rally Sunday was gratifyingly general and successful, while the response from many who were made to arrange for that particular Sabbath indicates that favorable returns are to be expected from them later on. Some have made no response, but we trust that "silence gives consent" as in some cases has already been proved to be the fact, even to an amount beyond the suggested share.

One of the specially gratifying features is the cheerful acceptance generally of the proposed apportionment. In two cases individuals have volunteered to make up any deficit that might occur in two specified cases-in one case the volunteer being a non-resident lover of the work in general, and of the particular church named.

When places like New Richmond and Endeavor, Lynxvilleto say nothing of Beloit First, West Salem and Boscobel, voluntarily exceed their apportionment and only one so far reports a positive declination of effort, bere is hope ahead.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. Carter, D. D. Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R.LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
     Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS. 


District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland.




Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D, REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, 
                REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV. GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, REV. ST. KIDDER, 
               REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES. 
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Financial Statement for March, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Beloit 1st, $362.50; Big Spring, $5; Birnamwood, $30; Cashton, $2.78; Cooksville, $8.50; Curtiss, $5.35; Emerald Grove, $25; Fond du Lac, $111.21; Hartford, $35.50; Hewittville, $1.70; Leeds, $32 40: Leon, $3.84; Milton, $4 75; Milwaukee Pilgrim, $44.85; Norrie, $6.75; Pittsville, $4; Ripon $193; Reseburg People's church, $2.24; Shortville Pilgrim, $5; Springvale, $11.50; Sun Prairie L. M. S., $5; Token, $20.01; Two Rivers, $1; West Rosendale, $11; West Salem, $108.74; Windsor, $58.41. Total........

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Secretary H. W. Carter, Beloit, $45; ($25 on E. D. Smith pledge and $20 Beloit, 1st ch.) Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, Beloit, $25; Rev. L. B. Nobis, Cashton $5.




$1,100.03




75.00




Total....




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S C. E.




Token, $4.50; West Rosendale, $5. Total.......




9.50
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ing for our Missionary work at the time at which this service is used.

The service is entitled "The Volunteers," and has been carefully prepared with original and selected hymns and music, recitations and exercises.

If you do not care for the service, but wish the collection envelopes, we shall be glad to send as many of them as you need. This society is doing the Sunday School Missionary work of our denomination, and is, therefore, the regular channel for the gifts of our Sunday Schools. We are today helping to sustain Sunday-Schools in forty-four of our states and territories, in over one thousand places destitute of any other religious work, and also in foreign lands; many other places equally deṣtitute await our coming.

The Children's Day offerings for 1899 were quite largely in excess of those received in any previous year. Cannot your school add at least one-third to its last year's gifts? Whether you observe the day fully or not, and whether you use the service we offer you or not, will you not join the constantly increasing number of our schools which remember this day and remember our work in it?

GEO. M. BOYNTON, Sec'y. Congregational House, Boston, Mass. All who desire sample copies, or collection envelopes, but have not received them, can be supplied by addressing our Wisconsin representative, Geo. C. Haun, 525 State St., Madison, Wisconsin.
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1,991.87




857.93




544.99




594.67 437.74




.$5,784.88




75.00 125 00




Fifty dollars for Home Missions constitutes a life member in the Wisconsin Home Missionary society, and secures an attractive certificate of the fact, with also the "Home Missionary" and "Our Church Life" to any individual designated by the church or other organization, or by the individual makin; the contribution.

Why not make your pastor or some representative woman or young person a life member and secure these benefits, as well as a life-long interest in the society and its work?




Blessed Work in Central Wisconsin.

Clark and adjoining counties, Rev. J. Willan, missionary of the W. H. M. S., and C. S. S. & P. S. jointly.

The following quarterly report for the quarter ending March 31, shows the falsity of the report that Mr. Willan was seriously ill, which somehow strangely got into the papers, and has been persistently circulated to the concern of the brother's hosts of friends:

"During the quarter protracted meetings have been held at Hewittville, Irvington, and Lloyds Mills. Some confessed Christ for the first time at each place, and the meetings were a benefit to the Christians. The last few days in January and the first ten days in February were speut in a trip through Taylor and Chippewa counties, preaching in many places. Distributed a barrel of papers among the new settlements and logging camps, etc. We had a miraculous donation in March, from the Pilgrim Congregational church (Lloyds Mills) of $70.50. I have traveled 1277 miles with my team, and 320 by railroad. Organized two Sunday-Schools and reorganized three."
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Congregational S. S. and Pub. Society.

MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.-CHILDREN'S SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 1900. 
TO ALL PASTORS AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS:- 
 We offer, as in past years, to supply your Sunday-school 
with Children's Day services, if you will secure a special offer- 
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are:




"1. Let us pray God to quicken the conscience of Christians everywhere that His will, revealed in His Word, in the law of our being, and in secret counsel with Him, may be our guide as to what we shall do on the Lord's Day.

2. Let us, as Christians, for the sake of the laborer and his family, observe the rule laid down in the following resolution passed at a great labor convention not long since:

We believe all men should have the privilege of this day,that they may spend it with their families, or as they desire in rest or worship; and we ask laboring men every where to avoid doing that which requires others to labor on the Sabbath.'

3. Let us teach that not only was the Sabbath glven for worship and rest, but, also, that Christ most emphasized that true Sabbath keeping is not doing nothing, but doing good; and most fundamental of all, that the day is given to wean us from selfishness, in order to which selfish pleasure is to be given up no less than selfish work. Isa. 58: 13-14.

4. Let every pastor preach on this subject, and make it the theme of the mid-week prayer meeting, during the week desig
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Personal.




Rev. Edgar L. and Mrs. Amy K. Morse, well-known in Wisconsin, have devoted themselves to a community enterprise in Toledo, Ohio. Mrs. Morse has a letter in the "Motor," defining their position as Christian Socialists.

Among the faculty announced in the new Yale Divinity School catalogue are Rev. Frank Chamberlin Porter, Ph. D., D. D., Professor of Biblical Theology, a son of Prof. Porter, of Beloit college, and a graduate of the Beloit class of 1880; Prof. Frank Knight Sanders, Ph. D., Prof. of Biblical Literature, a graduate of Ripon College, class of 1882; Rev. Edward Lewis Curtis, professor of Hebrew, Ph. D., D. D., who was a member of the Beloit class of 1873 during part of its course, and among the Yale faculty who offer electives to divinity students, Rev. Geo. Burton Adams, Ph. D., of the Beloit class of 1873.

Mr. Isaac N. Woodruff, a pioneer farmer of Rosendale, and long a member of the Rosendale church and a Sunday-school worker widely known and helpful in Fond du Lac and neighboring counties, died suddenly at Green Bay in March, and was brought to Rosendale for burial Deacon Woodruff was a devoted man and a familiar figure at Councils and conventions. He had resided of late in Chippewa Falls.

The death of Hon. Philetus Sawyer, of Oshkosh, late in March, removes another landmark among the Wisconsin pioneers. Mr. Sawyer had been a statesman of some remarkable characteristics, and while not a pronounced religious man had identified himself with the Oshkosh First church and had been a philanthropic giver to many religious and educational causes in the state and beyond it.

Another serious loss to the allied Christian forces of Milwaukee, especially to the Grand Avenue church and Sunday-school, is felt in the death of Hon. Harold W. Nickerson, a week or two since. Mr. Nickerson superintended this Sunday-school.

At the meeting of the West Wisconsin Y. P. S. C. E. convention, March 30-April 1, at Sparta, Rev. John A. Stemen, of Viroqua, was elected district president.

Rev. Jas. A. Chamberlin, lately installed over the Third church, Lorrington, Conn., was formerly pastor at Berlin, Wis.

Endeavor Academy is planning to begin the erection of a fine new building to crown its sightly plateau during the present season.

Prof. Clark, of Ripon, is giving a course of lectures, illustrated by lantern views, at the Oshkosh High school, on Roman Antiquities. The course is highly commended.

President Willard N. Parker, of the Wis. State Teachers' association, was a former Fond du Lac boy, and member of the Congregational church and Endeavor society.




BELOIT COLLEGE ITEMS.




The Glee and Mandolin clubs have recently given a home concert followed by a reception. Dr. Henry Faville, of La Crosse, spoke at Vespers on a Sunday in March on "The Home." Miss Lyon, secretary of the Student Volunteer Movement, held several meetings at Emerson Hall.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




Miss Lyon, of the Student Volunteer movement spent Sunday, April 1, here and addressed the united Y. M. and Y. W. C. A., Sunday afternoon in the chapel, and spoke impressively to a union Young People's meeting in the evening at the Congregational church. Prof. Chandler visited, during vacation, his son, Prof. Elwyn Chandler, of the North Dakota University. Prof. and Mrs. Erickson started on their trip to Greece, March 16. Messrs. Stinson, Barber and Batty will represent the College in the Freshman debate with Beloit. The Economia club celebrated its 20th anniversary March 27, with an elegant banquet and program of toasts and music. Many old students were present. A movement is on foot to send its old-time matron, Miss Mary Bessett, to Paris this summer.




Ministerial Movements.

BOUGHTON, REV. CLEMENT A., resigns at Necedah, to take effect May 19.

HESS, REV. CARL, does not accept call to Milwaukee German and Franksville English.

HOYEM, REV. ISAK, of Milwaukee Swedish, accepts call to Swedish Mission church in Moreland, Chicago, to begin May 1.

MANAVIAN, REV. G. M., of Nunica, Mich., accepts, and has begun work at Cleveland church (Keystone P. O.) and outstations, Chippewa county.

MILLARD, Rev. W. B., of New London, resigns and accepts call to Genesee, Ill.

ROWLAND, REV. JOHN H., of Waupun, accepts call for six months to become field solicitor for Ripon College.

WENSTRAND, REV. A. E., accepts call to Milwaukee Swedish




church.




Passing of the Fathers.




Congregationalism in the United States has lately suffered the death of three well known preachers and leaders of thought and action. On March 14th, Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, brother of the famous Henry Ward Beeeher, died at Elmira, N. Y., at the advanced age of seventy-six, and is described as a powerful preacher as well as a stalwart leader in all civic and social reforms. On the same day Dr. George Leon Walker, another preacher of national reputation, died at Hartford, Ct., having almost rounded a course of seventy years, and then on March 18th, Dr. Justin Edwards Twitchell, of Northampton, Mass., passed to his great reward at the age of sixty-five, leaving behind him a successful and honored ministry by pen, pulpit and life.-Canadian Congregationalist.

The editor of Our Church Life has a personal letter from Rev. Thos. K. Beecher, dated 1872, in which he writes: "By the time you are as old as I am, death will not seem to you as it does now. You will neither fear it yourself nor regret it in behalf of your friends, you will be thoroughly set free by the grace of the Lord from this fear of death which makes a bondage of our life-time."




The Life of Christ.




Many of our Sunday-schools just beginning the year in the footsteps of the Master will doubtless be glad to learn of the following announcement, which can easily be brought within the reach of any school and will throw a flood of light on the year's work by opening the story of Jesus to the eye as well as the ear. For terms adapted to your wants, address Mr. Holbrook at Fond du Lac, Wis.:

Lectures on the Life of Christ, illustrated by the Tissot pictures and by numerous maps and lantern views, by Rev. David L. Holbrook, of Fond du Lac.

Introductory lecture iu the evening-Christ in Art. This lecture is illustrated with lantern views, and traces the delineation of Christ from the earliest representations in the catacombs to those of modern artists, with special reference to the work of J. James Tissot.

Four conversational lectures-in afternoons. 1. The Childhood and Early Ministry. 2. The Year of Popularity. 3. The Year of Opposition. 4. The Passion and Resurrection These lectures are illustrated by the entire Tissot collection of 350 pictures on the Life of Christ with many fac-similes of his pen and ink sketches, 400 pictures in all.




A New Year's Vision-1900 A. D.

BY WILLIAM HAUGHTON.




Oh! the glory of the Kingdom, and the Royal City fair, 
With its shining walls of jasper, and its mansions rich and rare, 
Oh! the welcome from the Master, and the clasping of his 
   hand, 


And the meeting and the greeting in our Home and Fatherland.

Through the golden haze of splendor, underneath the azure skies,

I behold the Kingly Temple, and the battlements arise;

I can see the white-robed angels as about the gates they throng;

I can hear their hallelujahs and their glad triumphant song. We are going, brother, going

Toward the purple mountains glowing,

In the breaking of the morning over land aud over sea, 
      We are pressing, brothers, pressing 
       To that home of endless blessing- 


In our Father's house there's refuge, and there's room for 
       you and me. 


We have lifted many a burden; we have suffered bitter loss; 
We have bowed our heads in weeping, as we knelt beneath the 
   Cross: 


Yet, through all the pain and conflict, on our shields was graven this;

"There is victory with Jesus-Immortality. and bliss.". We will bide a little longer, for the Dawn is drawing nigh"Behold the Bridegroom cometh," is the watchword and reply; And the portals may be opened, 'ere the gloomy vale we tread,

For the coming of the Angel and the shout that wakes the dead!

We are marching, brother, marching 
'Neath the rainbow over-arching, 


This sad earth by sorrow laden that from death may soon 
        be free 


There's a royal welcome waiting

All our troubles compensating

In our Father's house there's refuge, and there's room for




you and me.




-Viroqua Censor.









Children's Day, Sunday, June 10, 1900.

It is again time to prepare for Children's Day! If you would have a good day and a successful program, plan early for the day's exercises. The service which is furnished by the Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing society are unusu ally attractive for this year! It is entitled "The Volunteers." These services are furnished free to all churches and schools that will take an offering for the Missionary Sunday school work in Wisconsin at the time the services are used. Sami les have been sent to all Sunday school superintendents, whose names appear in the year book. If any superintendent has failed to receive a copy or any pastor or committee desiring a copy, they may be supplied by addressing Geo. G. Haun, Madison, Wis. We shall need to raise §3,000 for our work in Wisconsin this year.

The Sunday-school society is aiding in the support of nearly 150 mission schools in the state at the present time. The vast majority of these fields have no preaching any more than what the Sunday school missionary may give to them, several times a year.

This is the regular time for our churches and schools to arrange for their own Sunday-school missionary work, and we believe that the future will be provided for as in the past, but we trust a little better by a goodly number of our friends. VALUE OF CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL MISSIONARY WORK!

I am impressed with the value of our Mission Sundayschools because in most cases they are the only religious meetings in the neighborhood. It is not only the blessing to the children, in making them "wise unto salvation" by the study of the Word, but the the help to the Christians themselves, leading them to study the Bible more; and those that 'water shall be watered."

I hear much praise for our papers, the "Mayflower" and the "Well Spring." They are eagerly looked for and read by young and old, and are the only papers that come into many homes in these northern woods.

We have fifteen schools in this section of the state that I have organized; some are discontinued during the winter months, and need to be reorganized. All need the care of the missionary; so as I look back at the years' work, much of it has been in fostering those already organized.

Altogether I believe the work is moving forward in the salvation of souls and feeding the lambs and sheep. Yours in Christ,




An Interesting Story.

A STRATEGIC SITUATION.




JOHN WILLAN.




Chippewa County, the largest in Wisconsin, is passing through a critical time. The timber has been largely cut off; the ring of the woodman's axe and the buzz of the sawmill have already ceased, and the "cemetery of pines" is fast becoming a rich farm country.

The year 1899 especially emphasized this fact. The settlers are pouring in. During the past year 14,000 acres of county land were sold, nearly all to actual settlers, who paid for it $16,336, while the total sales of land as recorded with the register of deeds footed up 66,463 acres. Not less than 2,000 persons have found homes in Chippewa county during the same time. Bloomer, a village of less than 1000 inhabitants has not a store or a house to rent. At ore time from the summit of a hill, the writer counted 13 barns in process of erection on as many farms.

The part of the county south of the "Soo" railway and east of the "Omaha" is the part which is chiefly feeling the impetus thus given. This rapid growth demands equally rapid expansion of church privileges, and it is here and now that the Congregationalists of Wisconsin have an opportunity to do great and far reaching good. There are two churches o our order in the district, the village church at Bloomer and the county church in the town of Cleveland, at Keystone, P. O. These occupy a field practically by themselves, being the only English speaking Protestant churches in a district over thirty miles wide and nearly fifty long at the eastern side. The history of the Cleveland church is a veritable




ROMANCE OF HOME MISSIONS.




Some ten years ago a colporteur of the American Tract society came into what is now the southern part of the township of Cleveland and found there a number of stalwart pioneers, Candians and down-easters, in their log cabins, making forest into farm. There was no church nearer than Bloomer sixteen miles away, and they gladly listened to the preaching in their homes and schoolhouses. The Spirit of God blessed his work, and a Sunday school was soon organized. A gracious revival came, there were conversions, and monthly services were held by the visitor, which, in the course of time, developed the desire for a church organization and building, and for regular services.




A SEARCH FOR A DENOMINATION.




Then the good colporteur began looking for a fold and a shepherd for these sheep. He turned first to one of the largest denominations in the country, and asked aid from them for a building and for pulpit supply. They sent a delegate, who looked the gronnd over and reported he could not recommend aid for them. Then the authorities of two other denominations were appealed to, and they, too, like the priest and Levite of old, passed by on the other side.

Then came an appeal to that good Samaritan, Superintendent Grassie, and he came, looked over the ground and arranged for aid, from the Church Building society, in putting up a church. He also arranged for the pastor of the Bloomer church to drive the sixteen miles on every alternate Sunday afternoon, his home church giving up its evening service on that day. So the Congregational church of Cleveland was organized, and a neat white church built at a crossroads on the Flambeau road. The building itself was a notable achievment for those twenty settlers, everyone of them then still living in his original log house in a little clearing among the trees and stumps, Its erection meant $800 in money, lumber and labor all raised in the immediate vicinity.

For seven years the yoking of the Bloomer and Cleveland churches has continued a most unsatisfactory arrangement for all concerned. It was unsatisfactory for Bloomer, for it alone contained a parish numerous enough to call for the best effort and entire time of a pastor, and so responsive as to call forth regret for every day's absence of its pastor. The Bloomer evening audience, always large and often taxing the capacity of the church, felt the intermittent nature of the services. The Cleveland church was injured by its great distance from the headquarters, which made prayer-meetings and pastoral work impossible.

For the pastor the long drives, which necessitated early departure from home on Sunday, and their exhausting nature whenever the weather was unfavorable, were well-nigh unbearable. The most robust man could not endure the exposure and fatigue for long. The present pastor has often arrived at the Cleveland church in such an exhausted and depressed condition that he has often wondered at the patience of the people in coming out and hearing him under the circumstances. At last the seven years have been fulfilled and now the voice of Providence has said to both these churches




and go alone."




GO FORWARD




The Bloomer church has been so blessed the past year that it has decided to become self sustaining, declining help from the Home Missionary Society and paying also the portion of the pastor's salary heretofore paid by the Cleveland church, expecting the full service of its pastor. They have doubled their pledges of 1899 for this year and are donating the services of their pastor to Cleveland until they can make other arrangements. They decided that a parish, thirteen miles square, and of nearly 100 scattered families, was large enough for their minister. They feared that, spread over more territory, he might become too thin.

But poor Cleveland felt that it was indeed

LEFT OUT IN THE COLD.




There was no other Congregational church to cooperate with. Their pledge of $150, even with the like amount granted by the H. M. S, to the two churches, was not enough to keep a minister, and if they had a minister they had no parsonage. To add to their discouragement the denomination which had first refused to help them, now sent a man who helped divide and discourage the little community.

But the rugged conquerors of the forest were not the ones to be daunted by these or many another difficulties. "Before I see this church closed I'll give a cow," said the deacon. "Rather than have it go down I'll mortgage my farm," said the tall trustee. "Count on me for my share," said the lady superintendent. And so "the people had all a mind to work," and with a spirit like that they raised $200 for a pastor and the men are now in the woods cutting down trees and getting out logs for a parsonage. Now they come to the Wis. H. M. S. with a prop. osition to build themselves a house and give $200 toward the salary of a man who should preach for them once every Sunday and devote the rest of his time to evangelism and church extension in the whole district around. The field is most hopeful for this, as there are two little towns, each twelve miles away, which have no religious services in English, and many settlements in the woods which call for pastoral calls and Sundayschools. One Sunday-school, with twenty scholars, was formed five miles from the Keystone church and only needs a little help to become a living and strong institution.

Now the people are working for a parsonage and will furnish the lumber, stove and unskilled labor, while they hope for aid in painting, plastering and furnishing, these items requiring money, which is scarce enough there.

Three hundred dollars is called for to pay the balance of the salary for a pastor who is ready to take the field April 1st. A like amount, or a little more for the little mause. Truly Wisconsin's Forward Movement is in the nick of time! The gallant little band of woodsmen and farmers have done, and are doing, their best.
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Women's Board Anniversary.

The Wisconsin Branch of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior held its 25th annual meeting in the Grand Avenue church, Milwaukee, March 20 and 21.

It was fitting that the opening devotional meeting, led by our president, Miss Lucy Walker, should sound the keynote of the whole convention, that of the importance and power of prayer and of thanksgiving not only for Christ, but that we can send the message of Him to others.

The papers by Mrs. Crawford, of Sparta, on "The Duties of District Secretaries," and by Miss Sewell, of Stoughton, on "The Duties of Auxiliaries" were full of thought and interest, as was shown by the discussion following each. Perhaps the principal thoughts to be given to our societies are the importance that "every one should magnify her office" and that every society should be approachable.

Mrs. Olds, of Beloit, presented the merits of Mission Studies, and many testimonials were given by those present as to the value of the paper.

The Children's Hour, led by Mrs. A. J. Hutton, of Whitewater, was one of interest, not only to the boys and girls but also to the older people. The Processional by the Milwaukee Mission Bands was a complete success, and the boys and girls were good listeners. Miss Eula Bates, from Hadjin, Turkey, gave a little idea of the mode of travel in Turkey and of child life there. Mrs. I. J. Atwood, of Fen-cho-fu, China, dressed in native costume. accompanied by a little boy and girl in native dress, told of life in China.

Tuesday evening was devoted to the young people. Mrs. Ide welcomed us cordially to Milwaukee, to which Mrs. Denison, of Janesville, responded. Mrs. Hurlburt, of Evanston, Ill., addressed the young people, and Miss Bates told the story of an Armenian girl.

The Wednesday morning session was opened by a devotional meeting led by Mrs. Leffingwell, of Appleton.

Mrs. Hurlbut brought us greeting from the W. B. M. I. She spoke of the necessity of a feeling of co-operation and sympathy between the Board and the Branches -for we execute the plans of the Board. She spoke of the needs of the treasury and urged prayer-much prayer-by every member of the auxiliaries, that we receive the money without anxiety, without worry. We know it is solely work for Christ, so that we know it is his will that we pray for an overflowing treasury. The reports from the districts were given by the district secretaries, the treasurer's report, by Mrs. A. T. Stacy, who reported that a total of $2,782.16 had been received, but some of this was for special gifts, so that we had not reached our apportionment. Miss A. P. Sewell, secretary, in speaking of "Our Silver Year," spoke of the first meeting in Beloit, when the pioneer women in Home Missions realized the necessity of the broader work, and met together to organize a branch of the W. B. M. I. Mrs. Miner, of Madison, was the only one present at this meeting. who was also present at the first meeting in Beloit.

Mrs. Hutton reported the Children's Work and urged those present to see that the children were interested. Fourteen "Wee Folk Bands" were reported in Wisconsin.

The Wednesday morning session closed with a paper on "The Power of Prayer" by Mrs. Ferris, of Columbus, and a devotional meeting for our branch, led by Mrs. F. V. Stevens, of Whitewater. Mrs. Ferris spoke strongly on the fact that we ought to expect prevailing prayer. We should educate ourselves to expect answers to our prayers. Prayer leads to the Spirit-filled life. Real faith stands unmoved on God's promises. The message Mrs. Stevens brought us was that found in the "abiding chapter," the branch abiding in the vine. Wednesday afternoon opened with sectional meetings, one for Young Beople, led by Mrs. Hurlbut, and one for Children's Work led by Mrs. Hutton.

Mrs. Blakeslee, of Milwaukee, conducted the devotional meeting. Miss Bates spoke of the work in the Hadjin Home and gave instances of answered prayers. Mrs. Leavitt, of Beloit, brought word from our missionaries on the field and prayer was offered for each. Mrs. Updike, of Madison, led the devotional meeting, after which Mrs. H. H. Jacobs, of Milwaukee, presented another phase of the work, a paper on "Money a Factor in our Work." She spoke of the fact that prayer must be accompanied by work and that the test of discipleship is giving. The report on the treasurer's report was given by Mrs. Merrell, of Ripon.

The Wednesday evening session was opened by scripture reading and prayer by Dr. Ide. Mrs. Hurlbut presented "A Century Call"; a call for extra gifts for the pressing needs of the field. Dr. Frank Van Allen, of Madura, India, gave the closing address, emphasizing the need of more men, more money and better equipment.

The twenty-fifth annual meeting closed with the request that we observe a special prayer-day in May for our treasury.




Deacon Edwin O. Ladd.




M. R. M.




Hanover street church meets a great loss in the death of Mr. Edwin O. Ladd, trustee for ten years, clerk for ten years, treasurer for twenty-one years and deacon for forty years.




An impressive service was held at the church Sunday afternoon, Feb. 19. Rev. H. H. Jacobs referred to the appropriatness of the memorial on the pew of this man, in whose life the service of the church had been so large a part.




Church Life.




The name of this periodical is suggestive. OUR CHURCH LIFE aims to be an index of the life in the churches which it represents. But what of this life?




GOD THE SOURCE OF LIFE. Out of nothing, nothing comes. Spontaneous generation is an exploded theory. Only life can produce life. That old lesson taught to the Helrew prophet by the olive trees feeding the lamps with living oil is still need ed in the church. "Not by might not by power but by my spirit, saith the LORD."

EVERY LIFE AFTER ITS OWN ORDER. There is the life of the vegetable, another of the animal and another of rational beings. Each lite reproduces after its kind. Every life is after its own order but yet there is an interdependence. In nature there must be a fellowship, a communal life, a mutual interworking of function, else life could not persist. We see how plant and animal life work together for mutual edification. Rational beings find their basis in the animal, but for quickening and inspiration they look up. Men as rational beings cannot be satisfied. There is ever a prompting to higher fellowship.

REVELATION AND FELLOWSHIP. The substance of all revelation of God to men is the making known of the possibility of a common life or fellowship between man and God. Revelation begins by the declaration that man is made in the image and likeness of God. From that all else follows. God is our Father. God is the soul's highest need. The child has no greater need than its mother. So men can be satisfied only with the divine fellowship. As the hunted deer pants for the water brooks, so every soul longs for God and the divine fellowship. Our souls thirst for God, the living God. To know God is eternal life. Not to know him is to be unsatisfied. We may not know what ails us. We are often like hungry children who feel badly, but do not know what ails them. Men often try to satisfy this soul craving by some lesser good, but it is only a poor makeshift. We have a fellowship with the animal and natural man by the natural birth and we rise to this higher fellowship by the spiritual birth. As we have been partakers of the earthly, so we may become sharers in the heavenly. In any logical classification of life, therefore, the spiritual man belongs to the family of God, since he is born of God. Every life is after its own order, for "his seed remaineth in him."

LIFE NOT IN THE CHURCH. All too often men have thought to find in the church the final source of life and power and salvation. Life is revealed through the church, but if it is true spiritual life it comes from God. There can be no quickening power in machinery, ecclesiastical or otherwise. The oyster produces the shell, not the shell the oyster. The divine life in the souls of men produces church organizations. If the life has gone out the organization is dead. It is like machinery without power. But the church is necessary for the manifestation of the life. The church is the medium for revealing and effectively organizing and applying spiritual life and power. IN JESUS CHRIST God is REVEALED. In him we know the very character of the Father. But the revelation is not complete because Christ is not yet completely revealed in men. Paul says: "It pleased God to reveal his Son in me." And it was the teaching of Jesus that the Holy Spirit would take his things and make them known. The divine ideal will not be realized till the Son is revealed in the lives of all men. When the Christ spirit is breathed into all life and organization in human society, then will the Christian revelation be complete. We should aim to make the church the medium by which Christ is clearly made known in the world. There are many functions of the body of Christ by all of which the Son should be revealed. T. G. S.




How They Go.




A late issue of a current, well-known religious journal intimates that Rev. Mr. “Pound" has made the hit of striking a new and enlarged field of operations, Rev. Mr. "Jump" has vaulted into a new parish, Rev. Mr. "Sweet" has been happily swallowed by another, Rev. Mr. "Frost" has firmly frozen to another, Rev. Mr. "Bull" has hooked another, Rev. Mr. "Nott" has tied himself to another, Rev. Mr. "Rose" has expanded to a new sphere of fragrance and Rev. Mr. "Pease" finds himself in a fresh pod.

Things are lively just now in clerical circles,
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Life in Our Churches.'




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest -Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes.

Amery and Clear Lake - Rev. Chas. W. Dennis, pastor. These fields have been occupied by the present pastor since Oct. 15, 1899. There is a decided improvement in the outlook. The congregations at both points have doubled in attendance, and the Sunday Schools are in a flourishing condition. The ordiance of baptism has been administered to three of the little ones at Amery, and to one adult at Clear Lake, also two members taken into the church, and several more to unite at the next communion. The C. E. society at Amery is in a good condition for work. The Ladies' Aid society is doing successful work, in aiding the finances of the church. A new work has been begun at Joll, a point on the Soo R. R., which bids fair to develop into something permanent. This necessitates a drive of twenty-five miles and the preaching of three sermons, but the fruitage is promising. There are many things for which to be thankful.

Appleton-Rev. F. T. Rouse, pastor. Seventy-five were admitted to membership April 1,-67 on confession of faith, and fourteen were baptised. This is the result of the quiet, unostentatious work that has been done during the past season. The church has recently adopted a minute relating to creed-acceptance by new members, as follows:

1. It is not expected that young believers in assenting to our covenant and con ession of faith thereby intend to express a mature conviction, such as they can only gain by years of meditation and Christian living, but that they accept the same according to their present degree of understanding and experience.

2. Nor is it understood that those of maturer years necessarily intend to convey the idea that they agree absolutely with every form of statement; but rather that they are in such harmony with the general spirit thereof that they can work with us in peace and love. With this understanding they unite with us in our time-honored confession.

The Sunday Evening club progresses. The eleven new members received in March make its aggregate 763. The Green Bay District C. E. Convention was held here April 5-6.

Black Farth-Rev. Harriet E. Williams, pastor. The church is showing more vigor and activity. Eight were received on confession of faith at the January communion. New Hymnals with responsive readings have been procured and plans are being prosecuted to transform the windows, get pulpit furniture and otherwise improve the interior of the church building. The pastor has secured Mr. R. B. Kanouse to teach vocal music-organizing a class and training quartets and individual voices. The future is hopeful though death and old age have weakened the working and financial force of the church. An excellent Junior Endeavor society has been organized and thrives,

Clintonville-Rev. W. H. Chandler, pastor, held a series of special meetings for a little more than five weeks, About 25 gave evidence of conversion. Plans are being arranged for special services at Embarrass, which is also cared for by Pastor Chandler.

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. Lenten sermons have been given on Sunday mornings from "The Seven Words of Jesus from the Cross."

Itbaca-Rev. E. D. Bevier, pastor. A yearly offering card of unique and practical form is issued to the parish, covering six of the benevolent causes, with offering dates and the principles of giving on the reverse side, with scripture illustrations. Lake Geneva-Rev. C. A. Osborne's sermon on civic issues, especially the law enforcement problem, which was very forceful, was printed in full by the Herald. It was an able appeal for good citizenship, pending a municipal campaign. The city has a careful screen ordinance.




Rev. F.




Milwaukee Pilgrim-Rev. L. H. Keller, pastor. M. Price, of Micronesia spoke at the evening service March 25, and on the following Wednesday Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, of the North side, led the mid-week service in exchange with the pastor. Two instruction classes were held during lent. The Pilgrim guards are in busy operation. India relief is on the hearts of the parish. Mrs. James Holton, a charter member was buried March 6. Six benevolent causes are aided.

Milwaukee Plymouth-Rev. Judson Titsworth, pastor. A children's class for instruction preparatory to church mem bership has been held Saturday afternoons in the pastor's study. $78 35 were contributed to the North side building fund. The 20th meeting of the Congregational club was held here Feb. 13. The Women's Auxiliary furnished the supper and Prof. Samuel Ives Curtis gave an illustrated talk on "A Journey to Mt. Sinai. Union services with other churches are held quarterly. 100 copies of the new Plymouth Hymnal have been secured for prayer-meeting use. The Boy's Busy Life club, The Joan of Arc club, etc., are steadily in operation.

Necedah-Rev. Clement A. Boughton, who has served this church faithfully and well for two and a half years, has tender




ed his resignation to take effect May 19th, and the same has been regretfully accepted by the church. An information committee consisting of C. M. Hutchinson, W. L. Fuller and Mrs. S. H. Reed has been appointed by the church. The committee will cheerfully answer any inquiries relating to selection of another pastor.

Neillsville-Rev. John Willan, writes: "I have been holding a protracted meeting at the Pilgrim Congregational church, Shortville, Wis., for the past ten days, and some have been converted. They made me a donation, about three weeks ago of $70.50.

Park Falls, Butternut and Fifield-Rev. A. W. Cook, pastor. Seven were received to membership at Park Falls, March 25, and additions were promised at each of the other points April 1. The building project at Park Falls is well under way, and the work at the other two points also is prosperous and harmonious.

Pine River, Saxeville, and outstations, were favored with the stirring preaching and wise counsel of General Missionary F. N. Dexter, for ten days in February. The congregation manifested a deeper spiritual tone, and some expressed their purpose to surrender to Christ. Pine River has just paid in full the grant received from the Congregational, Building society thirty-three years ago, and contributed during February and March $18 to the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. The choir under the leadership of Prof. W. H. Dudley, of the Normal school, lately rendered the sacred cantata of Queen Esther at a Sunday evening service.

Prentice-Pastor A. A. Martin has two outside appointments, Kennan, 15 miles distant and Penuington, five miles away, served monthly and fortnightly. Superintendent Geo. C. Haun preached at Prentice March 4, and in the afternoon at Pennington, where he held meetings for four days with excellent results. Among the fruits a Y. P. S. C. E. is to be formed. The Prentice church held its annual meeting March 6. with encouraging reports in all lines. The pastor's annual summary records 129 sermons and 400 calls. The Prentice congregation averages 46, the outstations 30. 650 miles of travel were necessitated. Total received from outstations, $35. Ripon-Union meetings, in which three churches cooperated, were held during three successive weeks, the pastors preaching alternately and conducting after services. A movement is on foot to aid starving India.

Shopiere-This church is supplied by Mr. J. W. Jordan, of the Chicago Seminary. The interest in all branches of church work is increasing under his ministrations. The Ladies' Aid Soc. have renovated the chapel with paper and paint, and the leaky roof has been repaired by a new one. A reception was given Mr. Jordan and his estimable wife recently, in which much good feeling was manifested. There was one addition to the church in January, after the week of prayer, in which there was more than usual interest, and we hope to have others follow. This church is at that critical point in its life when it is endeavoring to recover from the effect of the loss by death and removal of the old pillars of the church.

Springvale-Rev. Robert Paton, pastor. An offering of $23, with more to follow was lately sent to the India sufferers. South Kaukauna—The pastor, Rev. Isaac B. Tracy, having many railroad men who must needs be much away from home and deprived of worshipful privileges, is preparing a vest-pocket "On the Road" book for use morning and evening during a month, by railway and traveling men. It opens with a personal letter, has morning prayers and selections of hymns and scripture admirably collated and captioned, with space for memoranda. Other pastors in railway division towns should send for a specimen to Mr. Tracy.

Tomah-Rev. Jonathan G. Smith, pastor, lately exchanged with Rev. John A. Stemen, of Viroqua. Mr. Smith has had sickness in his family.

Waupun-Pastorless. Some of Rev. J. H. Rowland's appreciative friends made him a call Friday evening, April 30, and presented him with a purse of $68 as a token of esteem. Mr. Rowland left Saturday to take up his work for Ripon College. Dr. E. H. Merrell, of Ripon, was to supply the pulpit April 8.

West Superior, Hope Church-Rev. F. W. Heberlein, pastor. The Sunday-school and Boy's Club are especially hopeful. The pastor devotes from one to four evenings a week to the boys. The Junior Endeavor society has recently added $20 to the church treasury. The audience room is adorned with a fine devotional picture back of the pulpit. The picture is an oil painting copy of Hoffman's "Christ in Gethsemane." The painting is 4x6 feet, the work of Mr. W. A. Knapp, and presented by his sister, Mrs. H. D. Knapp.

A free public reading room is one of the institutions engi neered by the pastor also a fine lecture course participated in by neighboring talent, which fortunately is of the highest order.

West Superior, Pilgrim Church-Rev. J. R. Smith, pastor. The Ladies' Aid society with Mrs. J. R. Smith, president, raised $1,100 the past year, mostly by saving, earning and giving. An "Experience social" received in rhyme reports of the ways in which different ones earned their amounts. The result is particularly gratifying since it came without the spur
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of a new church to pay for, which resulted, the year before, in the raising of $1000 by the ladies. There are now 109 members of this society, included in 200 givers. This church and society has the advantage (as well as the disadvantage) of having no wealthy givers so that ail financial burdens must be as they cheerfully are lifted by a general sharing. The pastor's enthusiasm on missions, with the modern books in his library on the subject, and his educational and inspirational presentations at prayermeetings and in Sabbath addresses, is sure to be fruitful of enlarged interest and increased offerings.




What to Read.




Do you read the leading monthly Magazines, are you a lover of books. do you care to be posted on literary matters?

An up-to-date idea is the "Magazine Circle.' Members having the privilege of reading eight of their favorite maga. zines each month at about the expense of one. This is the 20th century. The world is moving rapidly. To keep up you must be in touch with progress. The thoughts of great men are portrayed in the leading monthlies. The "Magazine Circle" supplies just what you require.

Over one hundred thousand ambitious men and women throughout the United States are already enjoying these benefits. The cream of current literature is obtained at so trifling an expense in no other manner.

A "Magazine Circle" should be organ. ized in every church, society, club, community and neighborhood interested in literature and self culture. Some

towns have several "Magazine Circles" running successfully. The plan is endorsed by clergymen, doctors, lawyers, teachers, professional and business people everywhere.

Our booklet "Magazine Circles and How to Organize," will be mailed to any address upon request. Address, CONSOLIDATED BOOK & MAGAZINE CO., 93-99 Nassau St., New York.




Companion Stories for 1900.

The stories published in The Youth's Companion portray the manly and womanly virtues with no sacrifice of interest or vitality, and they appeal to the sympathies of old and young alike. During 1900 The Companion will offer special series of stories-among them being stories of Former Political Campaigns and Adventures of Linemen.

Besides these there will be a score of stories for girls by such writers as Sarah Orne Jewitt, Mary E. Wilkins, Margaret Deland, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Edith Wharton, Kate Chopin and Margaret Sangster. There will be four serial stories-"A Prairie Infanta," by Eva Wilder Brodhead; "Running a MerryGo-Round," by Charles Adams: "The Schoolhouse Farthest West," by C, A. Stephens; and "Cushing Brothers," by Ray Stannard Baker. In addition there will be two hundred other short stories by the most gifted of American writers of fiction.

All new subscribers will receive The Companion for the remaining weeks of 1899 free from the time of subscription, and then for a full year, fifty-two weeks, to January 1, 1901; also The Companion's new Calendar for 1900; suitable as an ornament for the prettiest room in the house.

Illustrated Announcement Number containing a full prospectus of the volume for 1900 will be sent free to any address. THE YOUTH'S COMPANION,

203 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mass.




An Interesting Story.

(Concluded from page 92.)

THE STRATEGY OF THE KINGDOM

calls for a quick response from the re serves. If the Cleveland church has to be refused this help, it must close its doors, and the only church in fifty miles is gone. While, if open and active, it will be ligh for the 800 people of Cleveland township and for the 1,500 of Eagle Point, whose Gospel opportunity is best given from this point.

What shall be done here? The churches must answer.




D. A. RICHARDSON.




The Nebraska Way.

It does one good to see how earnestly the Nebraska state Congregational monthly is pushed by the church people. Witness the following:

"We believe, therefore, that the question of the increased circulation of the News is one which belongs to the pastors to solve rather than 10 the publish. er of the paper; and we feel confident if our pastors do not assume a too timid manner in approaching their people on this subject, they will find a considerable number in every church willing to subscribe, and that it will prove a lasting benefit to the churches, and a fuller realization of the excellent motto at the head of our paper 'From all for each; from each for al.'"

Respectfully submitted, STATE COM. -Nebraska Congregational News.




The Home Circle.

SEND THEM TO BED WITH A KISS.

O mothers, so weary, discouraged, 
 Worn out wi.h the cares of the day, 
You often grow cross and impatient, 
  Complain of the noise and the play; 
For the day brings so many vexations, 
  So many things going amiss: 
But, mothers, whatever may vex you. 
  Send the children to bed with a kiss! 


The dear little feet wander often, 
  Perhaps, from the pathway of right, 
The dear little hands find new mischief 
  To try you from morning till night; 
But think of the desolate mothers 
  Who'd give all the world for your bliss, 
And, as thanks for your infinite blessings, 
  Send the children to bed with a kiss! 


For some day their noise will not vex 
      you, 


The silence will hurt you far more; You will long for the sweet children voices,

For a sweet, childish face at the door, And to press a child's face to your




bosom,




You'd give all the world for just this; For the comfort 'twill bring you in sor.




row,




Send the children to bed with a kiss! -New Orleans Picayune.




Who Wants a Chandelier ?

Any church in need of a twelve or fifteen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C. H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.




A little girl had been naughty, and, having been punished by her mother, said this prayer fervently when she went to bed that night: "O God, please make me good; not real good, but just good enough so I won't have to be whipped."-Boston Record.




At Night Fall.

BY WM. HAUGHTON.

Weary with the weight of years; Lonely as the night appearsEarth was fair and life was sweet While I walked with lightsome feet.




Father, now the day is dying,-Hear, O hear, and heed my sighing,Let the pulse of life divine Throb from Thy great heart to mine.

O. Thou loving All Supreme,

Are not these Thy stars that gleam? 
Watchers through the night are they,- 
Beautiful but far away. 


   Heart of Christ, so true, so tender, 
   Love lies not in distant splendor- 
'Tis the hearth-light in the home 
For the weary feet that roam. 


Father, should it be Thy will, 
I would toil and tarry still, 
Yet 't were sweet awhile to rest 
Free from burden on Thy breast, 


   For the way was long and lonely, 
   Gladdened by thy presence only. 
Heart of Christ that broke for me, 
Life's last hope, I cling to Thee. 


Like the morning, sweet and calm, 
Breathing soft by Elim's palm, 
Comes thy spirit from above, 
Robed in light and winged with love. 


   Son of God, enthroned in splendor, 
   Yet so human and so tender, 
That where'er thy pilgrims be 
They are safe, so safe with Thee. 
-Viroqua, Wis. 





At Eventide.




BY WM. HAUGHTON.

Dear Father, when the shadows fall 
 Upon the lonely lea, 


I list and hear Thy gentle cail, 
 And closer cling to Thee. 


The deeper peace that twilight brings 
 No noontide could impart- 


I feel beneath Thy sheltering wings 
 The beating of Thy heart. 


With weak and faltering steps I tread 
  The shadowy border-land, 
But Thy sweet stars are overhead; 
  Thy clasp upon my hand,- 
I've known Thee near in woe and weal, 
  Even as I know Thee now, 
But in the darkness I can feel 


Thy breath upon my brow.

Ah! what was I in earlier years!

  Thy wayward, wandering child- 
I took my chastisment in tears, 
  Yet, but half reconciled. 
But I have learned Thy way is best; 
  That peace is only there,- 


I trust Thee and I leave the rest 
  To love's unerring care. 
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Faultless Loans

NETTING INVESTORS




5,5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage. lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $20C up, are usually for a term of 5 years, 
interest semi-annual, remitted without cost to lender 
in New York or 'hicago exchange. 


    Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving 
full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc. 
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Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
    the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





Emil Liebling.




Art Instruction by Robert Schade. 
Gymnasium, perfectly appointed and a 





Beloit College




Aims...




NORTH WESTERN
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To furnish an education of high grade West and North-West.




amid Christian influences favorable 
to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


teacher exclusively for physical train- In Equipment

ing, basket ball, tennis, boating, 
bowling. 


Elocution ur der Miss Mary P. Wilder. 
The year will open Sept. 19, 1900, 


in the elegant and commodious new buildings. Students are assigned ⚫ rooms in order of application. Registration is now being made.

MISS E. C. SABIN, President
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Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
son's Hall of Science,containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Ob- 
servatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


The Academy




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin, 





For tickets and full information apply to agents of

Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 


Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




50 YEARS' EXPERIENCE




PATENTS

TRADE MARKS DESIGNS COPYRIGHTS &C.




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir culation of any scientific journal. Terms, 33 a year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers.

MUNN&CO.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, D
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Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants.

Their Business is Done in Four Departments. Engineering Department

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Electric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department

Bids upon proposals for the construction anfi installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Ylants. Years of experi ence and trained talent give reliability to our work id this department.

Financing Department

Buys and sells bonds and other securities 
of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. 
Gives particuiar attention to refunding 
high rate securities. 


Dep't of Negotiation and 
Legal Advice. 


Acts between cities and frauchise com' 
panies, as arbitrators, appraisets and re 
ierees in contested cases. Makes a speci 
alty in promoting the transfer of fran 
chise plants te the ownership of munici 
palities. Experienced judgment, trained 
talent, and financial responsibility are 
elements that enter into all our work." 





RIPON COLLEGE

This institution is one of the old and tried institution of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school in high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and of the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well, There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a mat




ron.
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. Renew

Owns and operates 5,154 miles of 
   thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the 
             States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
  Missouri, Minnesota, 


South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


Forfurther information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

OUR CHURCH LIFE

As an Advertising Mediom

The Following Testimony is Un




solicited:




"We are getting more inquiries from our ad. in OUR CHURCH LIFE than from any advertising we have done elsewhere." DARROW INVESTMENT CO., Corning, Iowa.




Your




Subscription




To




Our

Church Life.




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE




No other state in the Union offers greater indueements for the locarion of industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundonce of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advan tages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching marnets everywhere. Relible information will be cheerfully furnished upon application of W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. Jas. C. PONDGen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Another Rally Day.

Professor Burr's plea for Academy support, in another column, is urgent and cogent. We hope it may meet with speedy and hearty response. Some explanations of the situation, however, as well as obstacles involved, occur to us as worthy of note.

Does the author realize, as every pastor is made to, by his reception of circulars and letters of advice, that everyone of our six societies pleads with an equal urgency for its own annual contribution to be taken during the earlier months of the yearthe first six by all means-and that this year the case of starving India descends upon us as an imperative and pathetic extra?

If all the benevolent plans that are made for the churches by the several secretaries and committees (apparently with little, if any, mutual consultation or recognition of each other's work and plans) could be immediately responded to, the last half of the year would be a blank and the first half a dangerous boom. As it is, pastors often find their embarrassment very great because all these benevolent needs and claims cannot be met in the first third or half of the year, and no one of them seems willing to wait.

Yet we all want our churches trained to systematic, all-the-year-round giving, and to consider adequately, seasonably and intelligently every need and opportunity of this kind. How shall we do? What shall be first and what last?

We should gladly endorse May 27 as an Education Society Rally day, for such churches as have in their plans the leeway to make it so. Yet it is our belief that we are in danger of paralyzing our whole scheme of benevolent work for the year in its proportionate and consecutive relations, by having an impractical number of rally-days strongly urged upon us during the period between January and July.

Further, our other academies must be in similar case to that of Ashland, which, after its great debt-lift of last year, has assigned to it nearly double the appropriation for this year that is to be devoted to any other academy from the current contributions. Yet Ashland seems to be the first to raise the cry of distress, and in a way almost reproachful. No doubt the case is serious. We believe the churches will not fail to meet it faithfully before the calendar year is done, and that the academies need not fear to anticipate it by some temporary recourse.

Is it, however, an exact statement of the case, made by Brother Lathrop in this communication, that "$1,200 was promised to Ashland Academy by the Wisconsin churches?" Have the churches consciously and individually or collectively made




No. 7.




such a promise? When and to whom and by whom was it made? Or, is this amount simply Ashland's maximum proportionas assigned by the Academy committee of the state convention, from the total annual contributions within the state for education?

Cannot some mode be found, by a federated agreement between the six societies, or their representatives, such that either the schedule habits of the various churches can be ascertained early in the year, and so followed out in the matter of special appeals; or better, the benevolent schedule be so unified by a careful study of the proportions and need of the great world field as a whole, with the most sympathetic co.operation and common understanding between the different societies, timely satisfaction to all the needs as they occur? that another year we shall know how to give such an attempt wisely counselled.. We believe every earnest pastor would welcome

Father Haughton's Poems.

The following most pertinent inquiry and comment on Father Haughton's most delightful and helpful verses which have appeared in Our Church Life, comes to us in a private letter. It conveys a tribute, however, which the editors fully endorse and which we feel deserves to be spoken publicly, and we thus venture to reprint it.

"Do you know if Rev. Mr. Haughton ever has any of his poems printed in booklet form? We think the one in the last Church Life, 'A New Year's Vision,' would make a beautiful one, and we would like a few copies. Or has he ever published all of his poems in book form? They are so good-as much inspired as David's Psalms, and do me good like them. I wish we could have his picture in Our Church Life. I would like it for my book. I cut out all his poems and paste them in my scrap-book, but they would be nicer in a book, That 'New Year's Vision' would make a lovely booklet."

Possibly some way to answer this demand entire The picture will surely come, if we can get it. may be discovered, if it should become general.

Periodicals Wanted.

RECENT PERIODICALS FOR TRAVELING LIBRARIES. Old numbers for Free Public Libraries are desired for immediate and worthy use: The Forum, Youth's Companions, St. Nicholas, Century, Scribner's, the Harper Publications, McClure's, Cosmopolitan, Ladies' Home Journal, Ueber Land Monthly, and other magazines, illustrated periodund Meer, Gartenlaube, Nursery, Popular Science Free Library Commission, Madison, Wis, icals and good books as well. Address Wisconsin









The Gospel.




The gospel centers about the person of Jesus 'Christ, and is, as its name implies, good news. Preaching the gospel is declaring salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. Whether or no we can be said to preach the gospel when we preach moral reformation, or salvation through evolution, let Paul answer. Are we any nearer the gospel when we talk of American greatness, of tem'perance legislation, social purity, Sabbath observance, slum settlements or a thousand and one other helpful and useful themes that crowd the gospel out of our pulpit?

The law was a message of warning, a revelation of God's righteousness and justice, but the gospel is of deliverance from sin and death, its wages. Ordinarily people are well aware of the sinfulness of sin and dread death sufficiently. What men need today is just that which the gospel furnishes, a way of escape from both. We are instructed in our commission to preach the gospel to every creature. God, and man in the Hebrew and in the ethnic religions, have preached the law these thousands of years. Now come the messengers of the gospel. What shall they preach? Law or gospel, evolution or Jesus Christ.

The prophet Joel says: "It shall come to pass that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered." Paul says this prophecy is fulfilled in the Christian era. Now, we are in the time for which the prophet longed and are passing by the great fact of our age, intent on other things. Christ says there is no other way into his kingdom. This is the straight gate, the uarrow way, but today it stands open. There are ten thousand other and broader ways that men are interested in and talking about, but there is no other efficient way.

This gospel of Grace, sufficient through faith to save, is the theme for the Christian messenger.

Jesus Christ, the Creator, come out of the invisible, crowning humanity with glory, bridging the chasm between earth and eternity, is theme enough to furnish the Christian pulpit with material for all time. If the gospel message has lost its interest for men it is because the gospel is left out, either in theory or in practice or in both. Those who carry the gospel to others need first of all themselves to believe in this great deliverance and to live it. Then only can they awaken attention and interest in the minds of those who hear. The truth about Christ is so amazing that the unconverted messenger hesitates to give it as it is and so, lacking faith, declare something which he feels will be more readily accepted. The gospel then has lost its power; but first in the heart of the messenger.

Salvation through faith in Christ is a truth, or the whole fabric of New Testament Christianity is without foundation. It is written "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." Either this is true or there is nothing in the word of God worth believing. Christ came into the world as a




saviour of sinners.




Saint and sinner alike rejoice

in this great proclamation. The work of the Christian messenger is to proclaim the gospel, to persuade men to receive it, to believe it. Not good morals or social reform accomplishes the salvation of sinners through faith in them, but Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world, through faith in Him. Herein is truth, the great eternal truth of the created universe. We are given charge over a mighty message, we are inheritors of a mighty work. "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power may be of God and not of us."




A Unique Enterprise.




R. P.




Gridley chapel, Beloit, was dedicated Aug. 27, 1899. This beautiful brick building, fully furnished and equipped, was donated by Mr. Wm. B. Strong for union undenominational Sabbathschool work in a new and growing addition to this prosperous city. By the generosity of the donor, a pastor, Miss Jennie A. Gale, of Vermont, has been in charge of the work since Jan. 1, last. Preliminary work has been done by Missionary Kelsey, of the American Sunday-school union with evangelistic meetings by Harold Sayles.

Converts and others who desired this for their church home, upon April 22, were organized into and independent evangelical church of twentynine members. The plan is substantially that of Moody's Chicago Avenue church.

Missionary Kelsey led in prayer, Rev. C. D. Merrill preached the sermon, Prof. Wm. Porter received the members into covenant, and conducted communion service, and Secretary H. W. Carter made an address to the new church.




Our Academies.




en




Yes, OUR Academies, established and dowed by our church conventions and helped by our noblest men and women, our Academies peculiarly this year, through the plan of turning over to them all the gifts to the Education Society up to $2,600.

More than half the year has passed, yes, two. thirds, since the plan was adopted at West Superior. Your committee and Secretary Clifton have sent out two two calls to the churches. What is the account of our stewardship? What fraction of the $6,000 planned for Christian education for the state and nation has been raised? What fraction of the $2,600 for our academies?

Yesterday a letter from Brother Lathrop, secretary of Ashland Academy, says: "What shall we do for money for our long suffering teachers? Of the $1200 which was promised by the Wisconsin churches, through the Education society, less than $100 has yet come to us. Only about six weeks of school yet remain and something must be done."

Ashland Academy has received less than $100, because $348.11 was the sum total up to April 15, for our Academies according to the books of the









Education society. Of that, $100 was in personal gifts and the rest from twenty churches.

These Academies have been federated and joined to the Education society, not to be let alone by the churches to starve their teachers and to die, but to give them life. That life must come from the churches and the true-hearted men and women who see something of what such Christian schools mean in a commonwealth where education is without a Bible. These Academies have never done better work and have never been more flourishing than in this year.

Our churches need a "Rally Day" for Christian Education. Shall it not be Sunday, May 27?

No home missionary has served his Master more devotedly and with richer results than have these Christian teachers in their school parishes. No home missionary work is more far-reaching in Wisconsin than is this thin line of Christian schools.

Pastors and churches of Wisconsin, these are not OUR Academies to starve and let die, but to nourish for the Master's service. Help, or a promise of help, should go at once to Secretary Clifton or to the nearest Academy from every church.




A. W. BURR,




Chairman of Committee on Academies. Beloit, Wis., April 28, 1900.




An Alternative That is Nct an Alternative.

It does seem that by this time in the world's progress and advancement certain well-attested and repeatedly confirmed truths would have such a lodgement in the human mind and heart that they need no apology nor even mention, but might universally and unconsciously be assumed and at all times constitute an incontestable working basis. Conspicuous among such established truths should be found the wholeness or oneness or unity of




man.




Nevertheless, within the past six months a pastor in this state has written: "What should be the

aim of the Sunday-school teacher in preparing the lesson? Technical, historical, accurate knowledge, or a he trt fillel with the Spirit and a burning desire to convert the scholars?" Is this the question to be raised? Does such a contrast exist between mind and heart? Are thought and emotion hostile the one to the other, or exclusive of each other? Does a choice lie between accurate knowledge and a desire to convert the scholars? In striving to perfect in man that which is paramount in the universe-Divine reason-does one

renounce the Spirit of all life, or is one therefore denied the possession of the Spirit whose expression all truth and wisdom are?

Because of the raising of this alternative, which is not an alternative, one is obliged to reaffirm what long ago should have passed from the professorial chair into the work-a-day life of every




one-the great truth that man is mind and heart and will, and that he is incomplete who refuses or neglects to develop and perfect any one element of his threefold nature which is mental and emotional and volitional,

One readily sees what is uppermost in the anxious pastor's mind. He fears, and with reason, that close application to knowledge will eventually estrange mind and heart. But why does he bring on immediate estrangement by creating a choice of aims between accurate knowledge and a "desire for souls"? Therein lies not the alternative. Mind and heart cannot be divorced except to the detriment of each. Science and religion cannot be divorced except to the deterioration of both. Each is incomplete without the other, There is often a "zeal without knowledge" as disastrous in its consequences as heartless knowledge, But knowledgeless zeal does not condemn zeal any more than does heartless knowledge condemn knowledge. Together they unite in condemning the unwarranted divorce of heart and mind, and in branding as incomplete alike the man whose knowledge is untouched by a burning passion for souls and the man whose passion for souls is not fed by an ever increasing knowledge.

The stand which the Wisconsin Congregational Convention takes with regard to an educated ministry is well known and thoroughly appreciated. In view of the question the brother pastor raised, it behooves us ever to bear in mind the words of Him who is the truth: "To whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required; and to whom they commit much of him will they ask the more." Wisconsin will never alter her demand for an intelligent ministry. Nor from that demand will there ever be absent the expectation that from the best educated there shall issue the most lasting spiritual results. In connection with this, one is minded to quote the following significant paragraph from the editorial columns of a religious weekly of the most advanced type: "It is possible in this world to do much good religious work with very poor theology, as proven by the fact that the Salvation army, as claimed by Mrs. Booth-Tucker, now shelters over six thousand

poor in the United States and that its employment offices have found work for from fifty to sixty thousand persons the last year. Go thou, rationalist, and do likewise!"




The Welsh Convention.

The convention of Welsh Congregational churches will be held this year at Bethel-y-Coed, Dodgeville and Rewey. It will open at Bethel-yCoed Thursday evening, May 31st, and close at Rewey, June 5th. Business meeting at Dodgeville, Saturday morning, June 2nd, at 10 o'clock sharp. THOMAS EVANS, Registrar.
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This fine new building for Ripon college is being erected through the beneficence of its chief donor, Hon. O. H. Ingram, Esq., of Eau Claire. It has already reached its cornice story and will be under roof in a few days in the expectation that it may be ready for dedication at latest by the opening




of the fall term.




The building is of dark maroon, vitrified brick, set in black mortar, trimmed with lighter-tinted Roman brick and Bedford stone, with spacious and elegant portals on the north and south sides. It is classic in style and covers a space of 120x73 feet. It crowns the southern brow of the sightly college hill which Captain Mapes and his associates in founding Ripon, devoted to learning, one of the finest college sights in Wisconsin.

The well-known high-grade work and scholarly standard of Ripon will be greatly reenforced and amplified in facilities by this new building, which is only the prophecy of the advance movement proposed for Ripon by its able Faculty in the near future. The building will cost $30,000.

Among the philanthropic givers who have strongly aided in meeting the conditions of Mr. Ingram's first offer of $15,000, in case $15,000 more should be raised for the building and $10,000 additional for equipment, are the late Hon. E. D. Smith, of Menasha, the well-known Dr. Pearson, of Chicago, Sen. H. W. Hatten, of New London, and others. Mr. Smith was a valued trustee of the college for many years and felt deep interest in its welfare.

The basement of the new Science Hall will contain rooms for physical and electrical experiment, furnace, store rooms, etc.

Upon the first floor will be located the department of Biology, under Prof. Marsh (president of the Wisconsin Association of Sciences), with labortories, lecture-rooms, museum, apparatus room,




library and the private laboratory and office of Prof. Marsh, who is now engaged in an exhaustive government exploration of the life forms in Lake Winnebago.

On the second floor, the departments of Chemistry and physics, under Prof. Leavenworth, will be arranged and equipped with similar apartments for qualitative and quantitative analysis as adapted to that work.

The third floor will be occupied by various laboratories, assembly rooms and library rooms.

The college has never done better work than at the present time, and its widely scattered graduates have already taken.a high stand in practical life. It is hoped that in future many young people of this state will be attracted to enjoy the fine advantages of Ripon, coupled with its remarkably low rates of necessary expense, for a strong, all-round higher education.




K.




An Admirable Temperance Leaflet.

We are pleased to receive, from Rev. Howard A. Talbot, pastor of the Depere Presbyterian church, a beautifully printed and illustrated eight page temperance leaflet, called "Shadow and Sunshine." The pictures are admirably selected and its selections of miscellany bear upon the drink-habit, its woes and its remedy, and are exceptionally bright, fresh, readable and to the point. It can provoke no criticism, but will provoke deep thought. It is attractive to the eye, strong in impression, and will be read by young and old. Its make-up is very taking and it authorities and statements unimpeachable.

Send to Mr. Talbot for a free specimen and you will want to distribute it widely in your Sundayschool and Endeavor society. 80 cents per hundred, prepaid. $5.25 per thousand, plus carriage.




1









BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief—SAMUEL T. Kidder, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Special Contributors, 1900- 


REY, ROBERT PATON, Brandon. 
REV. A. E. LEONARD, Menasha. 
REV. F. C. BLISS, Plymouth. 


REV. L. E. OSGOOD, Sturgeon Bay. 
REV. J. LLOYD SMITH, Birnamwood. 
REV. J. G. SMITH, Tomah. 


REY. W. M. SHORT, Evansville. 
REY. J. F. EATON, D. D., Rochester. 
REV. GEO. C. LOCHRIDGE, Elkhorn. 
M. T. DILL, Esq., Prescott. 


REV. JULIUS PARSONS, Roberts. 
REV. FRED STAFF, Fort Atkinson. 
REV. T. ROUSE, Appleton. 


D. L. WIGGINS, Esq, Ashland. 
REV. JOHN GIBSON, Washburn. 


Advisory Committee




The Chairmen of the Ten District Home Missionary Committees.
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GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. DEPARTMENT ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y H. W. Carter. Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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land Academy, are bunched in the southeast corner of the state?




Notice the page allotted to our Sunday-school and Publishing society for this month. It will inspire you in your Children's Day preparations.




*




North Wisconsin Academy has enrolled fifty students this year. These constitute so enthusiastic a recruiting force, that, with the pronounced success of the school in all ways under the man-. agement of Principal Fenenga, more rooms must be provided in the dormitory for students. Beds, bedding, tables, chairs, book cases and any other furniture suitable for students' rooms will be gladly received. Address Principal M. J. Fenenga.
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"An Interesting Story," "The W. H. M. U.-Its Object," "A Plea to Pastors," "How to Do It," and other reprint missionary leaflets, with Mrs. Ide's "Two Sides" of the missionary barrel will be furnished gratis upon application at the Beloit office.
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American Church History, new, by the Christian Literature Co. For sale at a bargain. Inquire at Beloit office.
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Twenty-three cents in stamps was sent to the Beloit office some weeks since, for which the name has escaped. Please report to Beloit.




Another Veteran Gone.

Rev. Charles Boynton, died, April 7, at his late residence with his son in New York City, after a two months' illness, in the eighty-fourth year of his age.

Brother Boynton came to Wisconsin in 1850, and served as an evangelist and pastorally at Mineral Point, previous to 1861; Watertown, Wis, '61 to '70. Was resident at Sun Prairie, Wis., '84-'86 and was reported in 1899 as at East Aurora, N. Y. He was born at Watertown, N. Y., 1817, and graduated from Hamilton College and Auburn Theological Seminary. He was about thirty years old when he began his ministerial work at Mineral Point. After leaving Watertown he devoted himself to evangelistie work in various parts of Wisconsin.




Enlarging Accommodations at Northfield.

An informal meeting of the directors of the Northfield Hotel Company was held at Northfield on the evening of Mr. Moody's funeral, and their decision to build a $35,000 addition to the hotel, to meet the demand for increased accommodations during the summer conferences, was confirmed. The addition will, by contract, be ready for occupation on June 1st




next.









W. B. M. I. added, and the old stand-bys must continue loyal if we come




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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From Report of Secretary for Juveni.e Work.

READ AT THE MILWAUKEE ANNUAL MEETING.

The Children's Society and the Wee Folks' Band are at once Educathe sign and the source of life in the missionary tree. tors agree that early impressions are the deepest, most lasting; and many say, that education begins the hour the little one arrives, "out of the everywhere into the here." Believing this, lovers of the blessed babies, are enlisting them in the infantry of the Lord's army known as the Wee Folks Band.

February Mission Studies, say, "A little stranger comes into the home; the parents or some friend having paid a small sum for the privelige, the baby's name is enrolled, and the certificate of membership is given. The fee goes to missions and the baby thus early has begun to do his little part in the world's salvation."

The mite box accompanying the certificate receives the thank offerings for the bundle of blessings brought with the baby from the heavenly Father. The mite boxes are opened at the Wee Folks' Band party or reception, which quarterly or semi-annual "functions" have come to be red letter days in some of our churches.

At the board meeting in Madison, great emphasis was given the mission band as the primary missionary school. Possibly our six new mission bands and seven new Wee Folks' Bands are in part the result.

Three Intermediate societies, three Junior societies and two Sunday Schools have since September fallen into line.

The effort of your secretary has been to secure systematic study of the fields for which the board holds the children responsible, and to lead the Juniors, Sunday Schools and Intermediates to give intelligently to the foreign work a reasonable proportion of their gifts, recognizing always the claims of our own land.

A marked improvement is noticeable in methods of conducting children's meetings. Many are using the lessons prepared for Mission Studies and the Dayspring. Up-to-date educational methods are employed more and more. Our leaders are discovering that teaching Missions is teaching History, Geography, Travel, Ethics, and what not.

The children of the interior are entrusted with the support of two missionaries, Miss Hattie Clark who is a teacher of boys in Jubilee Hall, Amanzimtote, Africa; Miss Annie Howe of Glory Kindergarten Kobe, Japan; the Bridgman School, Peking, China; the Hadjin Home, Turkey; sixty-nine village schools in India; a school in Mexico; and a share in the Micronesian navy. $6,000.00 barely provides for these items. To the children of Wisconsin is given $650 00 as their part. We have never yet reached our aim. Last year, we came within $200 00 of it. This may seem a Hurculean task, yet, the 3's and 5's and 10's of the small societies, added to the 25's, 50's and 100's of the larger, would do it all. What we need is the very best effort of every society large and small.

One-half the year has gone, the best working half, and onehalf our apportionment should be in the treasury. The Treasurer's report shows only about one-third paid in. Several new societies have been added, it is true, but many more should be




up to our mark. Victory should be written on our banner, on this our mother's silver year. We need in Wisconsin now, a hundred champions of children's rights; their right to share, up to the full measure of their powers; in the glorious work of helping to estab'ish the kingdom of God in the hearts of men. Wanted-A hundred people to listen to the Master's words, "Suffer the little children to come unto Me. and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." The disciples thought it not worth while for the Master to receive those mothers with their little ones, and would have sent them away. The vision of Christ's disciples has somewhat clearedsince that day. Can any who truly love him forbid the child ren to come?

Is it worth while, some still say, to carry on those little societies? They can do so very little! The lad's five barley cakes and two small fishes in the hands of the Master were sufficient to feed the great multitude. Andrew, did a great thing for the lad that day when he brought him with his little offering to the Savior's notice. The gift filled the hungry multitude; and it did more, it filled the soul of the giver. How the little fellow's eyes must have sparkled as he watched his small offering grow and n.ultiply as our Lord blessed and brake and gave until all were filled.

Today the starving multitude is crying for bread. Jesus says, "Give ye them to eat." Shall we not hasten with our hundred penny-worth; lead the lad with his little loaves and fishes, and carry the wee folks with their little all to Him? What better gift could we bring to the Master on this our silver year, than twenty-five mission bands and twenty-five Wee Folks Bands? MRS. A. J. HUTTON.
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Death of Mrs. F. B. Doe.

At Ashland, April 28, 1900, Mrs. Mary Beecroft, wife of Rev. F. B. Doe, passed away. Her last illness was of only a week's duration, and to many this will be the first information that our beloved friend was not in usual health.

Mrs. Doe was born in Bangor, Maine, May 10, 1829. No one meeting her a month ago would ever have dreamed that she had passed her three-score and tenth year. Erect and graceful, with a face of surpassing sweetness, everyone recornized her as a friend. For several years her health has been delicate. And twice the loss of beloved children has made us all say, this will surely kill Mrs. Doe, but she lived on buoyed up by an unswerving faith in him who doeth all things well. Not till her mission was completed could she go. Saturday evening, with all her loved ones beside her, she passed over the dark river, so quietly that none knew the Angel was with them till he took his flight bearing her in his arms. She leaves her husband, three children and a number of grandchildren and a brother and sister. And the desolation caused by her absence none can guess but those who have experienced it. Their sor row is shared by hosts of friends. The first four years of her married life were spent at Lancaster, Mass., where Mr. Doe was pastor. From there they came to Appleton, when that thriving city was in its infancy. After that, as Mr Doe became state superintendent of Home Missions, Fond du Lac and Ripon, also St. Louis were her homes, until ten years ago they settled in Ashland. A true aud loving friend, a devoted wife and mother, she has gone to her reward. May we all be as well prepared for the summons as she was.

Her three surviving children are Mrs. E. H. Ellis and Mrs. L. A. Warner of this city and Frank P. Doe, of St. Paul. The funeral was held this afternoon at the home, Rev. A. G. Beach, her pastor, and Revs. H. A. Miner and H. W. Carter, longtime friends of the family, officiating.-Ashland Press.

Friends of both Mr. and Mrs. Doe will be gratified to know that it is planned to give them, in the next issue, the pictured face of Mrs. Doe with further reference to this life of gentle goodness, queenly grace and sweet self-forgetful devotion to her loved ones.

Mr. Doe, with the others who remain of this strongly cemented home circle, will have the prayerful sympathy of friends, far and near, who have come under their gracious pastoral and ministerial influence.




Personal.




Rev. J. Wood Miller, formerly pastor at Rosendale, has been sojourning in Ripon. He recently gave a memory recital of the Icelandic Saga in the college chapel, and on a Sunday evening recited in the church "John Mark's Memoir of Jesus." Mr. Miller may be secured for temporary supplies.

Rev. Chas. E. French, who has lately resigned at Providence, Ill., was a former member of the Appleton church and was among the earliest faculty of the Ashland Academy. We wish he might be attracted back to Wisconsin.

Rev. E. B. Bradley, ordained, March 30, at Lorin, Cal., will be remembered as a former student at Ripon college.

We are pleased to hear that our tireless and hardworking Sunday-school superintendent for Wisconsin, Rev. Geo. C. Haun, has received a long deserved increase of salary.

Our "Profr. Euclid" is rising and shining. The top of his head, as well as its interior, do the shining, and if he writes any more articles so b.illiant and pat as one in a late Advance: "What Shall We Do With Our Orthodox?" he will easily rise to a six-foot stature. We invite the professor's shadow, as well as his substance, to be at home in our columns.

We regret to learn that the grip has clutched our industrious brother, Rev. Geo. W. Longenecker, for several weeks. He was convalescent at last reports.

Rev. W. W. Sleeper, of Beloit, upon exchange evangelistic service with the pastor at the Aurora, Ill., First Congregational church, met with gratifying success and cordial testimonials from the newspapers.

The Brodhead Independent, Mrs. H. Charlton, editor, issued a special Easter number with an original poem by Mrs. Charlton. The issue also contained a long list of commendatory extracts from various newspapers concerning prospective "Governor Whitehead."

DIED, on the seventh of April, 1900, Margaret, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. John A. Stemen, of Viroqua, after three days' illness from pneumonia, aged nine months. Father Haughton led the funeral service at the parsonage. The bereaved parents have our deepest sympathy.

BORN, to Rev. and Mrs. H. C. Todd, of Eagle River, Sunday morning, April 22, a daughter; baptized "Ruth Hoagland Todd," by Secretary Carter, April 29.

To Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Rowell, of Mondovi, March 8, a son.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




Mrs. Prof. Saunderson gave a recital at Dartford, in the Congregational church course, on April 6, enjoyed by a large




audience, partly drawn from Ripon. She gave another in the Ripon Congregational church Mav 4, for the benefit of the Primary Sunday-school. Rev. A. E Leonard, of the class of '91 spoke to his old friends, April 3, from the pulpit of the Congregational church. The opening reception to new students was held at Bartlett cottage, Saturday evening. Mar. 31.




BELOIT COLLEGE ITEMS.




See summer-school announcement elsewhere. The 1900 Glee club reports a highly successful vacation tour. Prof. Geo. Hendrickson, of Chicago University, addressed the students in the chapel recently on Classical Antiquities. The Sophomore Greek play, Iphegenia in Aulis was successfully rendered, April 27. The Commencement appointments are: Validictory, Henry R. Mussey; salutatory, Robt. I. Teal. Eight others have orations. The students sent Dr. D. K. Pearsons a greeting on his eightieth birthday, by the hand of President Eaton. The last of the Wagner lecture recitals was lately given on the Meistersingers of Nuremburg. Hon. S. B. Capen, the president of the American Board addressed the students and others in the chapel last month.




Florid Church Advertising.

The American Churchman thus illustrates the specions methods of variety advertisements current for Sunday evening services.

"This kind of thing may galvanize into temporary life a decaying system. But soberminded and religious minds turn from it. Some may think it satisfactory because they are used to it. "But translate," says our English friend "the same state of things back to Christ's day on earth. It shall be in Jerusalem on a high festival, posters shall be placed in the streets announcing:

          GRAND SACRIFICE IN THE TEMPLE. 
Prize-fed Bulls and Goats and Lambs. 
Expert Priests will slaughter. Latest Methods. 
           Solid Silver extra large Trumpets. 


By gracious permission Heron's String Band will give a selection, assisted by six trumpeters from Governor Pilate's Bodyguard.

Come to the Show. Come to the Sacrifice.

Come, worship the Lord God Almighty."

We boast we are spiritual compared with the carnal Jews. But those carnal Jews never sank to such degraded depths as




ours.




We know not worship. The idea is largely lost. Look at England to-day. Take the hour of Divine Service. Thousands stay at home, thousands throng the streets. Many are nominally Christians. Why are they away? They have no idea of worship. Who is responsible? Partly themselves, largely their teachers. Once it was: Go to Church. not to get, but to give, to offer worship to God These would be benefit to self; obedience to God always benefits self; but the benefit to self was not the thing sought directly. Of late it has been: Come to church. Come and be entertained. Come and hear the music. Come and spend a pleasant hour. Come, it will do you good; you will feel so much better for it. So when a person prefers other entertainment or does not feel much better for it he stays away. Or those who attend but few seem to have any idea of true worship, of going to church to praise God, to offer homage to Him."
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Ministerial Movements.

CHASE, REV. C. H., has closed a valuable work at Big Spring, Jackson and Davis Corners.

FARNAM, REV. GEO. E., of Ripon College, accepts permanent call to Oshkosh Plymouth.

Hellier, Rev. F. O., resigns at Rhinelander, to take effect in September.

HELMUTH, REV. J. W., has closed work at Mazomanie. HOLWAY, REV. JOHN, Retreat, accepts call to Howard City and Coral, Mich.

MOORE, MR. J. W., of Chicago Seminary, will serve for the summer at Trevor, Wis.

PEASE, Rev. Wм., resigns at Antigo.

ROWELL, REV. J. A., has closed a successful pastorate at Mondovi and East Pepin.

STARK, REV. C. W., of Geneva Bluffs, Iowa, is called to Hillsboro.

THOMPSON, REV. J. B., formerly missionary to China, has begun work at Eau Claire Second church.

TODD, REV. H. C., has elosed a pastorate of nearly eight years at Eagle River.
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Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. Carter, D. D., Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. Myers, Rev. C. A. Wight. 
         Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFERIS, 





               District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
Executive Committee, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. REV. J. Collie, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, 
             REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS. Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O, MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
       G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, Rev. S. T. Kidder, 
               REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. Ellis, RFv. J. W. WHITE, Rev. H. DAVIES, 
                              REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Financial Statement for April, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena 1st. $5; Baraboo, $26; Beloit 1st., $10; Beloit 2nd, $33.96; Boscobel $18.25; Delavan, $26.97; Eagle River, $4.78; Eland, $1.10; Elroy, $31.50; Fox Lake, $33; Mazomanie, $21; Milwaukee Hanover street, $35.19; Milwaukee North Side, $22; Mondovi, $44 13; Nekoosa, L. M. S., $17.62; New London, $33.01; New Richmond, $35; Oshkosh Plymouth, $5; Pine River, $13.15; Racine 1st. $46.02; Saxeville. $6.18: South Kaukauna, $12.10; Spring Green, $17.07; Whitewater, $40; Wyoming, $4.50. Total.....




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




Thomas Davies, British Hollow, $100; Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $5; Rev. Wm. Pease, Antigo, $5; Miss Kate Bennett, Watertown, $1.




Total.....




..$ 542.53




111.00




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S. C. E.
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THE PINE RIVER FIELD. This field, remote from rail vays, in Waushara county, has been fortunate in having pastors who have appreciated the special needs of rural districts. At Pastor Thomas' invitation I spent several days and visited all of his stations but one, holding several services in each. The surrounding country places are all reached by regular services. Brother Thomas preaches in Burr Oak Valley schoolhouse four miles southwest from Pine River, at Beet schoolhouse four miles east, at Red Granite schoolhouse ten miles southwest and at the Saxe ville church. What with week night services, pastoral calls, funerals and three sermons every Sunday, there is no question but what Pastor Thomas earns his salary, and his old roan horse his oats. None can estimate the value of the work that is being done. One feature of such fields, frequently forgotten, is that here a pastor helpfully reaches more people than many city pastors do. Yet such fields are hard to be supplied with pastors, for many fear the long drives and the exposure. All honor to such faithful workers as Missionary Thomas.

AURORAVILLE AND POYSIPPI. These fields, also in Waushara county, and remote from railway, for three years have had the services of Licenciate Brother Grant V. Clark. He has done very good work and the churches have grown. It was a great pleasure to hold meetings in these churches, because of the enthusiastic way in which they receive the gospel message. Poysippi is rapidly growing and is "living in hopes" of having a railroad soon. From both of these fields several young people are in Ripon College, in the State University and in other higher institutions of learning. For the sake of the future, as well as for the sake of souls now, we must strongly support, by fellowship of love and of service, these fields.

ENDEAVOR, Time would fail me to speak of Brother Cheney's work, at Endeavor, as it should be spoken of. It would be hard to decide what feature of the work there is most interesting in church or in Academy. Both as pastor and as principal, Brother Cheney is abundant in labors. Church Life readers do not really need to be told that the same practical wisdom that characterized his missionary labors, is shown in a multitude of ways here. Finney, Spurgeon, Moody, after having done great things as true revivalists among the churches, completed their course as educators. Brother




Cheney is right in line with these worthies. As a partial result of the meetings all of the students, except two, who had not before made a Christian profession, did so during the meetings. The Academy is doing exceptionally good work in every way. The corps of teachers are capable and enthusiastic, and the school is so rapidiy growing that a new building is a real necessity. Plans have been made, and pledges given that encourage Brother Cheney to hope for the new building in time for the fall term. When I was there the Academy had not received as much as $5 from all sources outside of Endeavor and for all purposes. That great work has been carried on by Brother Cheney's skill and wisdom as a manager, by the sale of lots, tuitions, etc. This grand work needs our hearty support. Before fall, I am sure, the churches will rally to the help of this brave and devoted band of workers, Endeavor is the child of the churches, and a hopeful one. Let us cherish it.

PRENTICE. This is one of our North Wisconsin churches. They have a fine church edifice and parsonage. Brother Martin has resigned the pastorate, to take effect June 1, on account of poor health. I spent several days here holding meetings and encouraging the brethren. Prother Martin has held regular services at Kennan and at Pennington. To go to the former place necessitated a trip on a railroad velocipede of thirty miles. Brother Martin propelled himself and preached three sermons on alternate Sundays. His ambition has been greater than his strength. Yet these needy new towns appeal to us. We should bave more men so as to supply them. Prentice and Pennington can be worked together. Here is a What church needs a good good field for the right man pastor? Brother Martin will soon be ready to take a pastorate again.

Endeavor Rally at Shopiere.

On Friday evening, March 30, under the difficulties of mud and darkness, a goodly number of wide-awake and spiritually enthusiastic young people gathered at Pastor Jordan's house to consider the organization of a Christian Endeavor so.iety in connection with their church. The pastor introduced Mr. B. F Martin, of Fulton, chairmain of the Lookout committee of the Southern Wisconsin Christian Endeavor union, who was invited in to assist in the organization. After an open discussion which resulted in an expression from each one present, a unanimous vote declared them in favor of organization, upon which action the constitution was accepted and officers and committees were elected. The weekly prayer-meeting, held on Sunday evening in their church chapel, is abundant evidence that this Christian Endeavor society is a work, directed of God, for the work of Christ and the church. This effort in organization, and perseverance in fulfilling the purposes of this organization, as conducted by Shopiere Endeavorers, is worthy the consideration of other Christian young people in communities, and in connection with churches where there are no Endeavor societies. B. F. MARTIN, Fulton, Wis.

"Pictorial Chautauqua," a descriptive pamphlet, and the catalog of the Chautauqua summer schools for 1900 have just been issued. The Assembly for 1899 marked the beginning of the second quarter of a century of the Chautauqua movement. and the attendance at the Assembly for the summer showed a total increase of 20 per cent., being the largest recorded in its history. At this session over two hundred and fifty-four (254) separate lectures, entertainments and public exercises might have been attended by an individual holding a five dollar ticket-an average cost of less than two cents for each exercise, while two thousand two hundred and sixty-two (2,262) students pursued one hundred and six (106) courses under seventy-two (72) instructors in the summer schools.

Over two hundred and sixty thousand (260,000) students and fifty thousand (50,000) graduates have taken advantage of the Chautauqua reading courses, the area of its influence embracing every state and territory in the Union, for it has penetrated almost every city, town, village and many foreign countries. More than sixty Chautauqua Assemblies are held in thirty-one different states with an average annual attendance of more than half a million of people. The fact that the membership of the C. L. S. C. for the current year has increased more than 50 per cent. and the number of circles formed more than 25 per cent. over that of the previous year, offers striking proof that the Chautauqua idea of self-education is not waning.

The coming Assembly from present indications, will surpass even that of last year in richness of program, scope of educational courses and variety of entertainment.









New Books and Exchanges.

A new gospel song bock, issued in linen paper covers by McCalla and Co., Inc., 237-9 Dock St., Philadelphia, is somewhat presumptuously entitled "Heavenly Sunlight." (We do not wonder at the neccessity of leaving the earth to find a fresh name for a book of the species). It contains eighty-two hymns and tunes with some twenty of the old standards added at the end, and is edited by J. Howard Eulwisle, Powell G. Fithian, Adam Geibel and R. Frank Lehman. Most of its material is new. We have not sung it through, but it is said to contain no stuffing, its price is remarkably low, $1.20 per dozen postpaid, and if it be correct that 4,000 bonafide orders were received in advance of publication, it must be worth investigation.

Another BULLETIN FOR BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES, COvering May and June, in the helpful reference series published by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission is at hand. Its special features are "Wisconsin Day" and Memorial Day. Among its notes is the fact that Senator Patten, of New London, has offered the town of Manawa $250 for hooks if the townspeople will raise an equal amount to establish a library. It contains also a suggestive buying list of recent books.




EXCHANGES.




CURRENT HISTORY, Boston, Mass., recently changed from a quarterly to a monthly, is the most usable, fresh, reliable encyclopedic record of current events we know. In is admirably edited, indexed and condensed, and covers every current topic in the world of today by departments. In short just what the busy teacher, pastor, or man of letters wants at his elbow for reference. It would be difficult to suggest any topic about which one wishes fresh, clear information which it does not treat. This enlargement of volume and greater frequency of publication does not increase its price, $1.50 per year.

Lady Broome's "Bird Notes" in THE LIVING AGE for April 21, and the Quarterly Review's paper on The Wild Garden, which forms the leading article of the same number, are charming and seasonable. The facts in that present-day tragedy, the political obliterat.on of Finland, are compactly, but forcibly, presented by Mr. J. Westlake, in an article which it reprints from the National Review.

The Living Age for April 28 will print the hitherto unpublished letters between Thomas Carlyle and Robert Chambers, which first saw the light in a recent mumber of Chambers's Journal. In the same number of the magazine, A. T. QuillerCouch discourses feelingly upon The Tragedy of the Minor




Poet.




In MCCLURE'S MAGAZINE for May, Prof. Dean C. Worcester, of the Philippines Commission, will give an account of General Lawton and his last campaigns as Professor Worcester came to know them in the course of his intimate association with Lawton in the Philippines. The article will be illustrated with a series of portraits of Lawton and other pictures. Professor Simon Newcomb will write of the total solar eclipse that is to occur on May 28, telling where and to what degree it will be visible and what astronomers hope to learn from it. He will also give an account of the important things that have been learned from previous eclipses. The article will be fully illustrated.




In the May DELINEATOR are two valuable articles-one by Eliot Gregory, a New York society and literary man, who for thirty years has made his home in Paris as much as in New York. He writes very skillfully regarding Paris. The other is by the famous Mrs. Burton Harrison, on "The Trip Abroad; Suggestions for Traveling, Hotel Life, etc." The two articles are full of good suggestions for those who will summer abroad, and see the Paris exposition.

Senator Beveridge in THE SATURDAY EVENING POST: Most soldiers have Bibles. I would venture the belief that the immense majority of soldiers whom I met in the Philippines had a Bible, or at least a Testament. The American soldier has been called a "thinking bayonet." That is what the American soldier in the Philippines is. The general intelligence of the faces is remarkable. I cannot speak for the regulars who are now there, but the volunteers, and the regulars, too, who were there during my stay, were distinctly intellectual in appearance and speech. A great many of them were college graduates. My recollection is that the men of one entire company were from Leland Stanford, Jr., University. A private soldier gave me a set of Napier's Peninsular War, in French, which he could read himself.




THE RAMS HORN for May 5 has a man with horribly lugubrious face singing, "There is Sunshine in My Soul." The number has an admirable article by J. V. Farwell, on Personal Purity for young men, well worth distribution.

THE WISCONSIN BAPTIST, quarterly, gives full account of the work of our Baptist colleagues in the work of the Kingdom in our state. It contains a historic article on the South Baptist church of Milwaukee.




THE HARTFORD SEMINARY RECORD for May is largely concerned in discussions of Chnrch Federation by able writers as illustrated in Connecticut and other states. Also the inaugural address of Prof. Duncan Black MacDonald on The Development of Muslim Jurisprudence.




THE HELPING HAND, Ashland, is devoted to the "Old Mission" summer prospectus.

THE PLYMOUTH WEEKLY, Michigan Congregational organ, has recent leading articies on "The Problems of the Country Church," the death of the philanthropist, Mr. Geo. R. Angeli, and "Andover's Loss" in the passing of the beloved and gifted Prof. John Wesley Churchill. It also gives the program of the coming State Association at Ypsilanti, May 15. Rev. D. F. Bradley, D. D., preaches the opening sermon.

THE CANADIAN CONGREGATIONALIST states that Rev. E. M. Hill, of Montreal, delivered the baccalaureate at Magill. Mr. Hill is a Beloit Alumnus. It has an ar icle on Canadian Soldiers in Africa, and on Industrial Missions. The Congre gationalist is an admirably conducted paper.

The May CHURCH ECONOMIST discusses effectively, "A Church to Cost $2000," "To Bring Out Inquirers," "Avoiding the Emotions," "Story or Sermon, Which?" "Pure Air and Religion," and plenty of other living problems in church work. Every pastor ought to have it. 111 Fifth Ave., N. Y.




THE PASSION PLAY.




THE CHRIST OF THIS YEAR'S CAST IS A HARD-WORKING STOVE MAKER.

The devout peasants of Oberammergau are preparing for the decennial performance of "The Passion Play," which will be given at frequent intervals during the spring and summer. The greater part of the cast has been changed since the last presentations. The Christ of this year's play is the son of a stove maker-a stove maker himself; the Magdalene is the daughter of an innkeeper, who helps care for her father's hostelry, and the Mary is the daughter of the Burgomaster, a pretty girl of eighteen. A most interesting and profusely illus trated article on the play and players will appear in the June LADIES' HOME JOURNAL.




Old Mission.




REOPENING OF THE MADELINE ISLAND REST FOR TIRED workers.

Three courses in Natural History will be offered at the "Old Mission," Madeline Island, this summer by professors in Beloit College. The courses will begin on July 27 and continue for five weeks, ending August 30. Madeline Island has been selected by the college for this purpose on account of its natural advantages as a summer resort and as a station for field studies in Biology and Geology.

The laboratory work, field excursions and lectures will be so arranged as to enable teachers to combine recreation and study and thus secure the advantages of an outing, together with the profitable pursuit of one or more of the sciences. The cool and stimulating climate, the excellent roads and the richness of the island in material for nature study make it an ideal spot for realizing the aims of the school.

It will be seen by this that it is not intended to make this a general summer school. That was at first the idea but it has been deemed best to confine it to geology, botany and zoology. The classes will be especially for those who can afford to take field work, which will be conducted by Profs. Collie, Densmore and Smith.

This will not interfere with the original idea of the "Old Mission" enterprise. It is intended to keep the place for the rest and recuperation of the same kind of people who have been at the island for two years. The Natural History school will simply be a small adjunct for those who want that sort of thing. But it should be understood that this Natural History school will not monopolize the "Old Mission" this summer. We would therefore remind the good church people of Wisconsin that the "Old Mission" will always be open for them at practically a cost price, taking every thing into consideration. Last year the expenses were more than the receipts.

TUITION.-A fee of $5 will be charged for each course. This fee will cover all expenses incident to the course, such as use of compound microscopes and materials. Expenses for field trips are not included in the fee. No reductions will be made for fractions of a course. The note books and drawing books cannot be obtained at the Island.

BOARD.-The regular charge for board and room at the "Old Mission House" on Madeline Island is $7 per week. A reduc tion to $5 per week will be made to teachers who take one or more of the courses in the Summer school.

The school will open July 27, and continue until August 30. Application for the school must be made to Prof. H. D. Densmore, Beloit College, Beloit, Wis., before July 15.

Rev. E. P. Salmon would like personal correspondence with those who are thinking of visiting Madeline Island this summer. Until June 15, address Old Mission, Beloit, Wis. After that date, La Pointe, Madeline Island, Ashland Co., Wis. We expect special excursion railroad rates this summer.









A Venerated Pioneer.




READ AT THE COLUMBUS JUBILEE Celebration. The Rev. Cyrus Egbert Rosenkrans was one of the publicspirited, devout, self-sacrificing pioneers in religious work in the state of Wisconsin. He came as a Home Missionary when the journey was long and tedious, by rail a little way, by canal stil further, a tedious and weary trip on the great lakes, with the discomforts of stage travel as a finish. He slept in rude log cabins where the snow sifted through the chinks and cracks. He plunged with energy into the work of evolv ing a Christian civilization from these rude conditions. He first settled in East Troy, Walworth county, where he founded a church, but it was too near the rival town of Geneva and it became evident that the town had no, substantial foundation and the prominent business men moved away-many of them going to the then thriving village of Milwaukee. Among these were members of the little church that had been started there, notably Prof. James Baker, who had charge of the South side schools of Milwaukee for many years.

Here, in East Troy, he buried the delicate and frail little woman who had bravely shared his toil and privation, and by her side he buried two of their children. With his motherless babe, his only comfort and anxious care, he sorowfully but bravely continued his work. After four years of loneliness, he married Helen Sarah Benson, the only sister of Rev. Homer Benson, the Congregational minister of Geneva. This pioneer has also lately entered into the reward of his labors.

As it was evident that there was no opportunity for successful work at East Troy, through the advice of friends who represented Columbus as a thriving town and destined to live, he moved there and established the church whose long and successful existence you are to celebrate. There was no church building and his first efforts were directed to providing a home for the flock he had gathered. He raised some of the money that helped to build and furnish the church from influential and wealthy friends in the East. He personally worked on its erection with his own hands. I distinctly remember being sent to call him to dinner and seeing him so working. I can remember his joy when the first church bell was hung. Its peal and reminder of the church service was music in his ear. The pulpit Bible and hymn-books were gifts, as also the communion service.

He was fond of singing, had a good voice and never spared himself if it was needed in conducting the singing service. He was specially interested in the children of the Sabbath-school and endeavored to interest them in the church and to train them to take the places of the older ones when the time should come that they would be needed. He organized the 'Band of Hope" for he was an ardent temperance man. While in Amherst, at college, he joined the "Washingtonian Society," the first temperance organization in the United States. earnest in founding churches all over the state; helped to form Presbyteries and State Synod (the higher forms of Presbyterian union among churches). He was several times delegate from the State Synod to the General Assembly, and also delegate to the American Board of Foreign Missions.




He was




His work for the little towns and villages about Columbus was hearty and without thought of personal reward. No call to see the sick, to comfort the dying, or preach the funeral sermon for the dead ever saw him hesitate a moment with any thought of self. Many a ten mile ride in a bitter Wisconsin winter day, did he take to minister to some suffering stran. ger. He literally fulfilled the injunction "to visit the fatherless and the widows in their affliction," and he came as near living up to the latter part of the injunction as any man I have ever




known.




as




His labors for the interests of education were as valuable in that line as his work in the church. He established an academy in Columbus, buying land and erecting a building where he maintained a flourishing school for many years. He gave lectures himself on history and astronomy, taught classes in Latin and Greek, of young men ambitious to gain a higher education. He was superintendent of public schools and visited the country schools far and near for love and interest in the work, the remuneration was not enough to pay the hire of a horse to take him to them. He was instrumental in founding the Wisconsin Female College, located first at Baraboo and aftrwards moved to Milwaukee. An interesting incident is that one of the first teachers in Denver, formerly Miss Nellie Robinson, of Baraboo, has her diploma today, which she received, when she graduated, from my father's hand. She is still a resident of Denver. Many of the children of Columbus laid the foundation of their education in the old Academy at Columbus.

But such un iring activity and zeal in the cause of humanity was too much for even his hardy frame, and while in the prime of life he died—having literally worn himself out in his labors for others.

He was a native of New Jersey, of an old and honorable family, whose forefathers had fought and sacrificed to found this free country, and it was the same spirit of sacrifice that animated his whole life. He was a man of good mental endowments and lovely personal character. It was no lack of ability to hold his own among men of thought that led him to seek the West for his field of labor, for he numbered among




his personal friends, men distinguished in the history of their time and country. It was a sure and sincere desire to do good and to go where he was most needed, that sent him to endure the trials of a new country. The foundations of truth he laid were broad and deep and their influence has gone forth all over this land. Though many of those who worked with him have left, or passed away, and the newer generation know but little of his work, its influence remains. HARRIET G. ROSENKRANS Wright.




Congregational Sunday School and Publishing Society.




MISSIONARY DEEARTMENT.




(Abbreviated from the Annual Report of Rev. Geo. M. Boynton, D. D., Secretary,)

The sixty-eight! annual meeting of the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing society was held in Boston, April 16, 1900.

The number of those employed by the society in the field has been 22 superintendents. 16 missionaries, and 5 correspondents. By means of these agents the society is brought into direct contract with the condition and needs of almost every part of the country. By securing the advice and cooperation of the pastors of our Congregational churches, the efficiency of this limited number of our representatives is multiplied many fold, and they are enabled to accomplish through others far more than if they had no connection with a general cooperative and faithful body of ministers. That these men, familiar with all kinds of Sunday School work, and all sorts of communities, are needed to aid the pastors in the developement of the territory around their churches, and often by wise suggestions to improve this special department within them, has never been questioned. Their relations of hearty fellowship with the representatives of the other home societies have also greatly facilitated their work.

They have made grants of Sunday School helps and other literature, numbering in all 3,046 to 1,278 Sunday Schools; they have visited 1,567 schools; have delivered 7,423 addresses or sermons, and to accomplish this have traveled 409,879 miles, 325 Sunday Schools have been organized by them directly and in person, and 150 through others, making 475 new schools in all, and considerable increase over the record of the preceeding year. They have spent much time with the weaker, pastorless churches, especially those which have grown from schools of their planting, and in communities where they knew the people and the people knew them. They have held evangelistic services in many communities where the voice of the preacher had seldom been heard, and as the result of this work new churches have called for organization. They have encouraged and advised enterprises that were weak and ready to perish, and stimulated those about to drop their work, to new courage and persistence. Their personal ministries have been many and various. They have visited the sick and the aged, and brought a new gleam of light and hope into the sick room and have made the path to heaven brighter to the dying. They have brought the voice of prayer into hundreds of homes and led parents to see the responsibility with which the Lord had entrusted them, and the help he was ready to give. They have solemnized the marriages, baptized the children and attended the funerals in regions where there was no resident and rarely a visiting minister. They have been pastors at large, supplying for wide regions, so far as their circumstances would allow, the helpful and comforting agencies of the Christian Church.

Rev. L. L. Wirt has been beyond reach in Northern Alaska since November. He and those associated with him were then pressing on to build that part of the combined building planned for hospital, reading-room and chapel, which their losses would allow. Meanwhile the two societies united in sustaining this work have voted to double the appropriation for Alaska for the year to come.

The new work in Texas and Louisana has opened successfully. Thirty mission Sunday Schools have been organized within that large district. Help has been gladly given to the work in Cuba, Puerto Rico and, last of all, to the island of Guam, our latest acquisition.

Of the 104 Congregational churches added to the list during the year to January 1, 1899, 31 grew from schools of our planting (one-third of those thus recognized outside of New England and the Middle States) and 18 were aided by us from the beginning of their Sunday school life, 16 others had been planted by us at some time, leaving only 39 to which we as a society had given no aid. Thus nearly three fourths of these had been helped by us. While, owing to the hardness of the times and the narrowing resources of other organizations, the number of new churches organized year by year has been diminished, the proportion of those which have grown from our planting has increased.

The total receipts for the year amount to $62,990, including $1,528 paid at once into the legacy fund. This is about $5.000 more than the amount received in the preceeding year. This excess is more than made up by $2,000 increase in the appropriation from the business department, $3,250 in the Child
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..$54,787.36




The returns from Children's Day show an increase of $3,250 over last year, and of nearly $2,500 over the best year in the past. The $23,554 received on that day has accomplished a large part of the work of the year.

The expenditures have amounted to about $300 more than those of the preceeding year. Most of the 1,278 schools which have received aid in the way of grants of literature could not have been born or continued to exist withont help. Through them some 65,000 children and older persons have been gathered.




IN WISCONSIN.




Twenty-five new schools have been organized, into which have been gathered nearly 1,000 new scholars and teachers for Bible study. The society has served as a distributing centre for S. S. libraries, organs and literature for such fields as were not able to provide for themselves

Rev. John Willan, our joint-missionary with the H. M. S., is continually on the road with his team. He thus reaches the inland towns and settlements so remote from the cities and railroads as to be reached in no other way. While away from home, he is preaching and teaching in some school house or home nearly every night. His parish is the destitute fields and pioneer communities in Central Wisconsin. His headquarters are in Neillsville, Wis.

Sunday, June 10. is Children's Day! This is the time for every church and school however large or small to take its annual off ring for this society. (Except churches which take their offering for this work at some other time.) Let no school, however small or poor, feel itself too weak to do at least something. Every dollar provides Bible school privileges for some boy or girl for a full year.

Literature or envelopes furnished free upon application. Send for envelopes, Children's Day exercises, and your offerings to Rev. Geo. C. Haun, 1012 Jenifer St., Madison, Wis.




Rev. H. C. Todd.




EXTRACT FROM THE ACTION OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EAGLE RIVER, APRIL 28, 1900.

1. We desire to express and publish our appreciation of and our gratitude for Pastor H. C. Todd's nearly eight years of devoted and self-sacrificing labor as pastor of this church. We would recognize also his public spirit and extensive and valuable service for the general good, in the town, the region and the state, exercised in general, and also througn (1) the public reading room, maintained for over seven years under his personal oversight and responsibility and largely at his own expense; (2) as secretary of the Eagle River Advancement Association; (3) as registrar of the N. E. district convention, from its organization over six years ago; (4) as president of the North Wisconsin Home Missionary society for the last two years of its existence, and as a leading member of its Executive committee from the first; (5) and finally, as at present a member of the state Executive committee of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society.

2. We would commend Pastor Todd cordially to whatever field he may hereafter enter, as an honored and earnest brother, a faithful, zealous and true minister of the gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

3. After the conference which has been held with the pastor, we agree that the pastorate shall terminate at once by mutual consent.




C. H. M. S. at Detroit.




The annual meeting of our Congregational Home Missionary society at Detroit, Mich., June 5-7, gives pastors and laymen of the Interior a rare opportunity to attend one of the great national meetings of exceptional interest.

Secretary Choate writes as follows: "May we not expect a goodly representation of the Wisconsin brethern at this meeting in Detroit? It is a nearer point to your state than any we have touched, and probably more accessible than almost any other east of Wisconsin, with the exception of Chicago. I very much hope that we may have a large attendance of the missionaries themselves; for that is a very desirable feature of a meeting that is held upon missionary ground, and a feature which we cannot get when holding the meeting in New England or at Saratoga."




Roughing it aittle.

OVER THE HILLS OF THE KICKAPOO.




WAUZEKA, April 19th.-The readers of The Mail may not be aware of the fact that we have a small Switzerland in our state that is worth even a long journey to visit. It is located in Crawford county, and drained by the Kickapoo river. The recent rains with the melting snow had filled the narrow, tortuous valley with the waters of the Kickapoo, washing out the railway on our arrival at this little village so that a livery team must be chartered to take us on a ten mile trip up the river to Steuben, where a council of churches was to be held for the ordaining of two young men to the gospel ministry.

There were in the party a preacher from Chicago, a secretary from Beloit, an editor from Madison, and a missionary pastor from up the river who was on his return from below, all inembers of the council.

It was a rainy morning when an open rig with a pair of splendid horses, driven by an ex-Lutheran preacher, came round to our hotel to take us on our proposed trip over the Kickapoo hills to Steuben as there was no other possible way for us to go. With fur overcoats, rubber blankets and umbrellas, we mounted the rig with our jolly ex-Lutheran preacher in the driver's seat. He took us for a company of railroad officials and was free in the use of big words that we dare not put in type, and not far along the road as we began to climb the steep hillsides and to realize that it was no pleasure excursion we were on, he stopped to rest his team and jumped out to see if the rig was all right, we having passed over some verv rough places that had put the rig to a severe test. It was then that the generous spirit of the driver found expres sion when he produced a bottle from his side pocket and offered each of us a drink from its inspiring contents.

It was then he discovered that whiskey and profanity were not popular with his crowd and apologies very profuse followed. But from that time on not another oath parted his lips in our presence, though on our way we got into a deep mud slew, and the horses springing with their might parted both whiffletrees and left the wagon with its clerical load half buried in the stiff clay; but not a swear-word came from the ex-clerical lips of our friend, the driver. Was it not an illustration of tremendous self-control?

However our trip. rough as it was, was not without its compensations. Though on our arrival at Steuben we were without a quorum, and the ordination services were deferred, yet the impression made on the little company by the sermon of the Chicago preacher and the earnest words of the Beloit secretary more than paid for the labor of climbing up the hills and plowing through the miry roads. And beside there was the magnificent view on our return, the clouds having broken away, which we obtained from the mountain top as our vision stretched away over the billowy hilltops for twenty miles or more to the east, west, north and south, a scene we shall not soon forget. It reminded us of a scene in our younger days we got from the top of Mt. Washington in the old granite




state.




And up here too were stretches of cultivated land that were a surprise to us. We thought of what it might be in June with the field clothed in green, or at the harvest time with the golden grain waving far and near. Surely to catch a view of such a variegated landscape far more than compensated for all that it had cost us.

What a wonderful state we have! This mountain scenery with the fertile valleys and rich prairies of the south, the vast forests of the north, and the thousand lakelets dotting the state with the rivers flowing therefrom, to say nothing of the wealth of soil and the mines of lead and iron and copper. What other state is the like of it?-Northwestern Mail.




I or Another Madeline Island Retreat.

I wish to say a word through your paper to those of our Congregational ministers who are planning to spend their vacations at Madeline Island. One of the pleasant experiences at the Island last season was the informal Retreat held by the group of clergymen who were there. The conferences were of a purely informal character and were held at convenient times and places so as not to interfere in the least with general vacation plans and engagements. Some of those who intend to go to Madeline the coming season may have done some especially good work during the year in the way of thinking, or reading, and might be able to present the results of such work in an informal way, if called upon at the suggested conference. Would it not be well for all who are planning to go to the island for their vacation to arrange to be there about the same tim, say during the month of August? If necessary, we might have a little correspondence among ourselves beforehand in order to arrange for the retreat. Such a program would add verv much to the interest and profit of the vacation. By all means let us avoid a cut-and-dried program. What we want and would most enjoy at such a time is a purely informal affair for unoccupied moments, or rainy days. I should be pleased to hear from any one concerning the matter, as I am planning tó spend the month of August at Madeline.




C. A. WIGHT, Platteville, Wis.









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes.




Birnamwood, Eland and Norrie-Rev. J. L. Smith pastor. The entire field is making decided progress under the steady, wise and faithful pastor. The urgent need of a morning, as well as an evening service, at Birnamwood, with the call for work at neighboring unoccupied points, makes an assistant urgently needed for the summer at least. Arrangements are made for the aid of a student during the summer. Birnamwood, each of the three years of this pastorate, has largely increased both its gifts for home expenses and benevolences. One of the leaders has presented the church with fine attractive velvet collection bags. It is hoped to paint the meetinghouse this summer. With its comfortable new parsonage the buildings will then be in excellent conditions. Secretary Carter spent Easter Sabbath on this field, participating in a wedding in one of the homes after the third service of the day. Fine Easter services were held Saturday evening at Norrie, and Sabbath evening preceding the preaching at Birnamwood. Eland hopes soon to see its way to the much needed meetinghouse.

Brandon-Rev. Robert Paton, pastor, has sent $16.50 to famine sufferers in India and $14 50 to Education society on the same Sunday, morning and evening collections. We are planning extensive repairs on our church here. The Sunday. school is being enlarged.

Clear Lake and Amery-Rev. C. W. Dennis reports among new members received at Clear Lake, one coming on confession who is past 80 years of age. A large accession to Amery church is expected on June 10-Children's Day.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. Three united on confession at the last Communion. Increased interest is displayed in all departments and work of the church. The amount for both Home and Foreign missions will inuch exceed that of last year. The Sunday-school has sent $31 to the India famine fund. The pastor has been giving Sunday evening talks on the Apostles' Creed.

Delavan-Rev. S. P. Wilder, pastor. The church is to entertain the Beloit District Convention, at its fifty-ninth annual meeting May 15. President Eaton will preach the sermon and a fine program is prepared with live themes and speakers, including an address on Medical Missions by Dr. Atwood, of China.

Easton-A new church in the second year of its history.. Yoked with White Creek. Has had weekly service the past year held at two points on alternate Sundays. Membership increased twenty per cent. Pledges to pastor paid in full with a present of an amount equal to ten per cent of same. A handsome surplus left in treasury. Church adopted weekly offerings Jan. 1. Regular services held at Schoonover school house two miles east of village and on alternate Sunday in the village. This is the first time that regular Congregational services have been held in the village. They have been strongly sustained and highly appreciated. Four benevolent contributions have been taken.

Edgerton-Rev. F. L. Moore, pastor. The ladies' parsonage fund has reached $500 and the church has recently been made free from debt-a cause of great rejoicing.

Elroy Plymouth Church-Rev. Walter W. Ellis, pastor. The Easter offering and Home Missionary Rally day were identified and a liberal sum contributed. Pastor Ellis sent his people a model letter in its announcement, inclosing envelopes for the work.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pastor. "The work here is evidently on the upgrade. There has been a manifest increase in attendance upon all the church services, due in part to new families who have moved in and in part to the increase in religious interest in the community following the meetings conducted by District Missionary Dexter. Meetings were held for two weeks which resulted in the conversion of nearly everyone connected with the Academy, not previously counted as Christian, and others in the community. The meetings were most helpful in influence and I was enabled to judge of the value of the general missionary from the pastor's standpoint. There has also been an increase in benevolence. During the past quar er we have raised $35 for Home Missions; $11.50 for Education Society; $14.50 for the Famine fund; $16.50 for a poor student who slipped last winter on the icy walk and broke her ankle; $10 for special meetings, and have $750 now subscribed for our new school building. I think we can double that amount from the neighborhood. The Lemonweir convention meets here June 14-15. The vote on the license question revealed an encouraging condition of the community, resulting 10 for license, 133 against. More than 13 to 1."

Secretary Clifton has since been canvassing with Pastor Cheney in the district in the Academy's behalf. The heirs of




the A. P. Harwood estate (Ripon) have magnanimously offered to present their loan of $1,000 to the Academy, on condition of its being amplified by the raising of $1,000 more for the new building.

Fond du Lac-Pastor J. A. Chandler inaugurated a fresh scheme of benevolent work on Easter Sunday, after successful weekday chapel services during Passion week taking such themes as "With Jesus in Bethany," "With Jesus on the Mount of Olives," "Betrayed and Anointed," "With Jesus in the Upper Room," "With Jesus at the Cross." Secretary Carter was present for the Easter service, and generously signed thankoffering envelopes were previously sent out, bearing the legend, "The Lord hath blessed His people.'

To the Congregational church in Fond du Lac, Wis., for the permanent Improvement and Administration Fund: A thankoffering-Easter, 1900. Within was a model pledge-card, headed "A Forward Movement Schedule for the Benevolent and Fellowship Offerings of the Congregational Church," covering with proportionate offerings a Sunday of each month and containing a yearly pledge distributed by percentages, or a lump pledge to be apportioned by the Prudential committee.

Genesee-has arranged with the pastor of a neighboring Presbyterian church for one service a Sabbath.

Grand Rapids-Unity church, Rev. B. J. H. Shaw, pastor. The union of the two cities on opposite banks of the Wisconsin, Grand Rapids and Centralia, into the one city of Grand Rapids, is now followed by a happy union and transfer of the Congregational forces to the Unity church building on the west side of the river. The Methodist interest in the building was purchased at a mutually satifactory price, and this entire movement was accomplished without friction and seems likely to strengthen and give new impetus to the work. Pastor Shaw deserves much credit for the happy outcome. Thirty to forty men, who were not in the habit of attending church, as the result of as many personal interviews by the pastor and a hundred printed invitations, were prevailed upon to begin the habit of church attendance, and the general outlook seems unusually hopeful.

Green Bay-Rev. J. M. A. Spence, pastor. The Educational committee of the "United Workers" have been discussing The Book of Job and The Love Song of the Bible. The Missionary committee was recently addressed by the pastor, has lately added four new contributors and now pledges $63 annually to the W. B. M I., which receives two-fifths of the year's offerings. The Mothers in Council have lately considered The Rights of Children. The Green Bay District Endeavor convention, held in Appleton, April 5-6, enrolled 150 attendants. For the new year Mr. Asa M. Royce, of Oconto, will be president, Miss Caroline H. Fairchild, of Green Bay, secretary, Mr. A. M. Smith, of Appleton, treasurer, and Mrs. E. E. Day, of Kewaunee, Junior Superintendent.

Kewaunee-Rev. Ernest E. Day, pastor. Among other encouraging features is an "Outline Bible Club" of 25 members which meets every two weeks, the pastor being leader. The interest has been very gratifying. Seven new members were received at last communion and more are expected at the next communion. Pastor Day and his parish are making energetic preparations to entertain, for the first time in many years, the Winnebago District convention.

Milwaukee Bohemian-Rev. Jos. Jelinek, pastor. The efforts, of a few of another denomination to divide unjustifiably the field of this church, were Christianly overcome by the official representative of that denomination. Victories for the Lord among these people come slowly and after a long and patient campaign. The recent winning to the Lord and to church membership of a young "Slovak" seems likely to bring other men of this nationality into the new life. With joy and hope the pastor and his faithful colaborers ask our prayers.

Mount Zion-Cornelia P. O., Rev. J. Challinor, pastor. The movement is well under way for a much needed parsonage. The land has been donated. Much of the material and labor will also be given. For this, and the three yoked points, the pastor has traveled, during the thirteen weeks, ending April 30, 800 miles with horse and buggy, "both of which are giving out." A wise movement is on foot to unite two of the points at a central point, and thus increase strength and reduce traveling.

New Chester-Has had weekly services the first time in its forty years' history. New song books have been introduced and an organ purchased. Attendance at services very good. Church raised fifty per cent. more than ever before for its support. All obligations fully met with a balance left in treasury. This church has been yoked with White Creek and Easton churches. The pastor serving there has preached three times each Sunday, driving about twenty miles.

New London-The Council to dismiss Pastor W. B. Millard met on Monday, April 23. It is understood that Mr. Millard has begun work in his new field, Geneseo, Ill. New London, with its fine body of church workers and well organized parish, its fresh new parsonage and elegant new house of worship will prove an attractive field to some new minister, but we are deeply sorry to miss so broad spirited, cultured and helpful a pastor as Brother Millard from this region, and especially sorry to have him leave the state,









Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. The April "Pilgrim" memorializes the late Hon. Philetus Sawyer, a supporter of this church, and several other losses by death, and chronicles four baptisms and sixteen members received. Oshkosh Plymouth-This church has given a unaminous call to Rev. Geo. E. Farnam of Ripon College, who has been supplying the pulpit in a most satisfactory manner for the past six months. Mr. Farnam has accepted, and will begin his permanent pastorate on June 3. Although, heretofore, he has been with us only on Sundays and Wednesday evenings, his work has resulted in a marked increase of the attendance at the evening service, and in a reviving of the drooping energies in the Young People's society.

Park Fals-Rev. A. W. Cook, pastor. The much needed meeting house is in process of construction. The work here and at the yoked points, Butteruut and Fifield, is moving forward with gratifying harmony and success.

Rio and Wyocena-Rev. G. H. Marsh, pastor. Eastertide was very beautifully observed. A crowded house morning and evening and an offering taken for foreign missions. Everything is very hopeful as Pastor Marsh enters upon his fifth year. Home Missionary quota nearly raised. A chorister, whose salary has been assumed by the Ladies' Aid leads the singing. The pastor, whose salary has been slightly increased, is preparing a series of Sunday evening lectures on European and Oriental cities which he has recently visited. This church is keeping pace with an increasing population.

Rochester-Rev. J. F. Eaton, D D., pastor. An Easter offering of $47 made up later to one over $60, was taken for the starving people in India.

Sheboygan-Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, pastor. A beautiful Passion week booklet was issued with pastoral greeting and themes for daily studies and addresses on "The Seven Words from the Cross"-a model of its kind. The confession and opening prayer of the Anglican ritual are employed at morning worship by the Congregation in unison. The Boy's Brigade is still flourishing and takes much of the pastor's time and thought. The King's Daughters have an enthusiastic chapter with a Silver Cross Circle and a Saint Elizabeth Ten.

Harry Monroe, of the Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago, lately spent a Sunday in Sheboygan and conducted the services. A well conducted weekly leaflet helps the work greatly.

Springvale--Rev. Robert Paton, pastor. Has just erected a half dozen new sheds to accommadate the increasing number of teams, some of them from five miles distant.

West Green Bay-Rev. P. Petersen, pastor. New members were received at our last Communion and more are expected soon. A very good missionary box was sent us last month from the good ladies' Missionary, society of the Congregational church at Appleton. Such boxes are very helpful and as good as real money. Renewed interest is being manifest in our little church. A more united spirit prevails and we are looking forward to greater blessing from above. We are contemplating to paper and paint the church inside this spring.

West Salem-The Ladies' Aid Society have secured electric lights by their enterprise, and the modernized church building is found very adaptable to the work. Easter was gladly observed by a pastoral resurrection sermon and an evening concert service by the Sunday-school and Endeavor societies.

Wheaton-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, pastor. In connection with the prosperous country work here, Pastor Vaughn has developed an important work at Elk
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Features worthy of special mention: Introduction of new hymn books and weekly offerings. Increase of membership fifty per cent. Increased interest in work manifested by a steady increase of attendance at all meetings. Largest amount raised for support of work in the history of the church. All obligations fully met with balance left in treasury. Special offerings to ministerial aid, the C. C. B. S., Wis. Sunday-Rest-Day association and Wis. S. S. work.

Woodworth -The church at this address has been called the Bristol and Paris church, because the church building stands on one side of the street in the township of Paris, while the parsonage is across the street in the township of Bristol.

Probably official action will soon rechristen it the "Woodworth Church," after the name of the nearest station.

The new pastor, E. N. Andrews, arrived on the 1st inst., with the help of certain good brothers who believe in cooperation and the golden rule. Among these volunteer helpers who drew the chattels through the mud for two miles, were Messrs. Towler, Gulicks, Myrick, Blackman and Roberts. With such helpers at hand, to say nothing of their wives who have helped renovate the parsonage, the new pastor may well thank God and take courage.
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EDITED BY REV. STEPHEN DENISON PEET, PH. D., 175 WABASH AVE, CHICAGO, ILL. Price, $4.00 per year. To Clergymen' $2.00.

This Magazine has reached its TwentySecond Volume. It treats of the antiquities of all lands, and the customs of all races; especial attention being given to the antiquities of Bible Lands and such discoveries as confirm the scriptures. The Editor is assisted in this department by Rev. Selah Merrill, D. D., U. S. Consul




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a

field, is called to the fact that the COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION ap

pointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D., 
  Sparta. 


 Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J.O. Meyers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 





The Way of the Worid.

The hands of the king are soft and fair; 
   They never knew labor's stain. 
The hands of the robber redly wear 
   The bloody brand of Cain. 


But the hands of the Man are hard and scarred

With the scars of toil and pain.




The slaves of Pilate have washed his hands

As white as a king's may be. Barabbas with wrists unfettered stands, For the world has made him free. But thy palms, toil-worn by nails, are torn,

O Christ, on Calvary!




to Jerusalem; Rev. Wm. C. Winslow, LL. Are you

D., Sec'y Egypt Exploration Fund; Rev. J. N. Fradenburgh, D. D., the author of several books on the religions of the East. There never was a time when discoveries were more numerous and more important than the present. The pur pose of the Editor is to make these known promptly, and so direct attention to the "side lights," as they arise.

The subject of Comparative Religion is also a specialty, and is treated in a candid manner by the Editor and the contributors. Our New Possessions and their relation to the past and future will receive considerable attention during the coming year. The Bible record is looked upon from a conservative and evangelical standpoint by this Magazine, confirmation being found in most scientific research.

The Editor is the author of an elegant book on the CLIFF DWELLERS, which will be sent with the Magazine to clergymen for $6.00, regular price $8.00.




Who Wants a Chandelier ?

Any church in need of a twelve or fifteen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C, H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.




-James Jeffrey Roche.




Welsh or of Welsh Descent?

If so, you are interested in

The Cambrian

An Illustrated Monthly Magazine,
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Devoted to the interests of the English speaking 
              Welsh-Americans. 
ABLE ARTICLES BY THE BEST KNOWN 
    WELSH-AMERICAN WRITERS. 
             Handsomely Illustrated 
  Subscription only $1.00 per year. 


To every new subscriber we will give a handsome book entitled "Wales and Its People." Send in your name to

THOMAS J. GRIFFITHS, 
           UTICA, N. Y. 
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Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
    the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





Emil Liebling.




Art Instruction by Robert Schade. 
Gymnasium, perfectly appointed and a 





Beloit College




Aims...




To furnish an education of high grade




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





amid Christian influences favorable West and North-West.




to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


teacher exclusively for physical train- In Equipment

ing, basket ball, tennis, boating, 
bowling. 


Elocution under Miss Mary P. Wilder. 
The year will open Sept. 19, 1900, 


in the elegant and commodious new 
buildings. Students are assigned 
rooms in order of application. Reg- 
istration is now being made. 


MISS E. C. SABIN, President.
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Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
sons Science Hall, containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Smith 
Observatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


The Academy




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to l'resident Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 





For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. MCCULLOUGH, Gen't Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 


Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt
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Auyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 
year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers. 


MUNN&Co.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 F St., Washington, C
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Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is Done in Four Departments. Engineering Department

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Electric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department

Bids upon proposals for the construction anfi installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Ylants. Years of experience and trained talent give reliability to our work id this department.

Financing Department

Buys and sells bonds and other securities of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. Gives particuiar attention to refunding high rate securities.

Dep't of Negotiation and

Legal Advice.




Acts between cities and frauchise com panies, as arbitrators, appraisets and re ferees in contested cases. Makes a specialty in promoting the transfer of fran chise plants te the ownership of municipalities. Experienced judgment, trained talent, and financial responsibility are elements that enter into all our work."




RIPON COLLEGE

This institution is one of the old and tried institution of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school in high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and of the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well, There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a mat
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per Peninsula of 
   Michigan 


Forfurther information address 
    GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

OUR CHURCH LIFE

As an Advertising Medi-m

The Following Testimony is Un- 
              solicited: 


"We are getting more inquiries from our ad. in OUR CHURCH LIFE than from any advertising we have done elsewhere." DARROW INVESTMENT Co., Corning, Iowa.




WISCONSIN




CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE

No other state in the Union offers greater indueements for the locarion of industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundonce of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with fa cilities for reaching marnets everywhere. Relible information will be cheerfully furnished upon application of W. H. Killen, Industrial: Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free il lustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. Jas. C. PORD Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.




[image: [ocr errors]]







VOL. VI.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, JUNE 1900.




No. 8.




Sixtieth Anniversary of the Ro- four annual offerings for as many of our six mis




chester Church.




At the Milwaukee convention, held in Rochester, May 28-29, an hour and a half Tuesday afternoon was given to a historical sketch of the Rochester church and to the Academy.

The church was organized sixty years ago in the month of May. Only eight older churches are now on our list in Wisconsin, viz: Beloit First, East Troy, Green Bay, Kenosha, Milton, Platteville, Waukesha and Lake Geneva. Rev. C. C. Cadwell, a man trained in Lane Seminary under Dr. Lyman Beecher, was the organizer. Mr. Cadwell organized a number of churches in southeast Wisconsin, at least five of which erected buildings during the thirty years he preached in this state. He was a good man, and his work was that of a master builder. There were thirty charter members of the Rochester church, two of whom still live. One of these, Mrs. Rosaline Hulburd Branch, was present at the sixtieth anniversary.

The church was weakened by discipline and removals during the later years of the '40's and the early '50's. In 1867 the Free Will Baptists started a seminary here, and the Congregationalists gave them the use of the church building and aided them to support a minister. This arrangement continued for twenty years, during part of which time the Congregational membership became very small, at one time it was reduced to the family of Mrs. Sarah Cady. But later, in times of revivals, additions were made to the membership. Rev. Mr. Pettibone, of Burlington, officiated at their reception.

In 1890, after the Baptist Seminary had closed, Superintendent Grassie sent Rev. J. W. Ralph to the church. The Baptists in turn helped them. Mr. Ralph soon after died. Two of his sons carried on the work for a time. In 1895 Rev. C. A. Porter came and remained two and a half years. Upon his departure Rev. J. F. Eaton, D. D., came. The membership is now 71, a few of those being non-resident. Now the old, but still small church, is in a happy and prosperous condition with no debt.

The church building was erected in 1844, and must soon be replaced by a new one.

The Academy has now continued for six years. Mr. Myers, one of its trustees, presented its condition to the convention, and hearty approval of a plan to work more systematically for its financial interests was expressed. The trustees feel much encouraged in that important work.




Convention Echoes.

Pastor MacNeill, of Tomahawk, thanks the Home Missionary society for its rule, of at least




sionary agencies, saying that his church concluded it could about as well take six as four and so




adopted the entire list.




Pastor Brink, of Iron River, gave an effective rebuke to ministerial tardiness at convention sesssions, by calling for a comparison of timepieces, that all might agree in the time for the opening of the next session.




A leading pastor testified that he had had a new call with new heart and hope to his present pastorate through the unexpectedly general and cordial expression of gratitude and esteem which came from his people when they learned that another field was seeking their pastor.

Many a pastorate would be prolonged, many an obituary postponed, and many a one given new heart and efficiency, if more frank and frequent expression of sympathy and regard were given, not only to our leaders, but to those by our sides. ·




Superior convention, though one of the smallest, had up to convention time shown the largest proportion of churches that had reached their apportionments, with also a remarkable increase in amount of contribution.




West Superior Pilgrim, before Pastor Smith's pastorate, which began four and a half years ago, gave a total of but $20 for a period of three years for Home Missions. This year it reaches its apportionment of $150, besides $56 due to last year's account, but paid this year.




Iron River had never given over $16 in a year or this purpose, but this year pledged $85 before the apportionments were made and so secured this amount for its apportionment when otherwise so large an amount would not have been suggested.




Ashland had faint hope of reaching its $100 since some extra burdens were upon it. Upon their rally day a generous member left his pledge blank, meaning to make up by an extra gift the expected deficit, but to his surprise, and that of all, by the personal letters and other enthusiastic and thorough-going methods. of Pastor Beach the apportionment was exceeded without the special gift. (N. B. Said generous giver did not shirk on that account. There is still large opportunity for volunteers to make up numerous deficits and to share in covering the $1000, unprovided for by specific apportionment).









The Single Eye.




"They that desire to be rich fall'into a tempta tion and a snare," said Paul to Timothy.

There is surely no harm in being rich. Under the existing order, some man must hold the title to the houses, lands, railway systems, factories. When Christ went to eat at the table of Jew or Gentile, he probably did not think any the worse of his host if the man held the title to his own home and had paid for it by honest toil. But if the man was anxious for posessions I suspect the Master would bid him, "Go sell that thou hast and give to the poor, else you can have no treasure in heaven."
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They that desire to be popular fall into a temptation and a snare.

There is surely, no wrong in holding the good will of one's fellow men. But if man or woman is anxious to be popular, the Lord Jesus is pretty sure to look him straight in the eye and say, "Blessed are they that are persecuted for doing right. Whosoever, doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple."

There is no harm in being popular with the voters, or in social relations. But he who is accustomed to ask with concern what people will think of his course, has the "evil eye," and his whole being will sooner or later be involved in darkness. He who has the single eye, and asks the one question, "Is it right, true, inspired by love?" will not find many problems in casuistry that are not pierced by a shaft of light. His whole being will be more and more filled with light.




They that desire "success" fall into a temptation and a snare, and many foolish and hurtful lusts such as drown men in destruction and perdition.

It is nothing against a man that he has, in the estimation of the men of his own day, been successful. But he who is anxious for this success can never be very successful in the sight of God.

The young man comes out of college or seminary fearing nothing so much as "failure." He asks the world eagerly, how must I act and what must I do to succeed? For faith in God he substitutes faith in the world. For the eternal principles of truth and love he substitutes the current usages, "Thus saith the Lord" he replaces with "this is the way they all do it."

He loses his good conscience, his clearness of spiritual vision, his calmness of soul, his peace and power of mind. He gets in a hurry, becomes




anxious, runs about after methods, crying, "lo here; lo! there." The devil soon has him on the run; so does the world. If he be a minister, the church keeps him trotting after "larger fields of usefulness."

He needs more faith in God and righteousness. He must learn how to look with fearless and defiant eye into the jaws of "failure." "He that believeth shall not make haste."




*




They that desire to be "like the nations" fall into a temptation and a snare.

This was the sin of the ancient Hebrews. They could not bear to be a peculiar people. They desired to be the chosen people of God, and insisted upon calling themselves such, while spending their time and strength aping the heathen nations about them.

The Christian educator is placed in fully as try. ing a situation as were the children of Israel. The world is acquiring the habit of asking concerning the college: "What are the number and dimensions of its buildings? the size of its endowment? the cost of its laboratory equipment? the titular pedigree of its specialists?"

There is no harm in material equipment. But no man or college can serve two masters. The teacher who is "anxious" over the meagerness of his equipment cannot by writing "Christian" on his banner teach young men to be sons of God. The Christian college that does not dare to fall out of the university procession, and find its quietness and confidence in the type of man who "shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land," the university will weary it: God will desert it.




The church that desires to be large falls into many foolish and hurtful lusts.

It is not wrong to be large. But when the church falls to praying for its own upbuilding and enlargement it ceases to be a shepherd of souls.

When the church becomes worried over its statistical dimensions its life is in imminent peril. He that saveth his life shall lose it. He that loseth his life shall find it.

Out of these troubled and uncertain and changing times the church that shall emerge as heir of the future is that one which first and most fully learns to lose its life in courageous and loving service. Until the church becomes boldly ready to perish for the sake of men, it is going to find it very difficult to exist. Perhaps this seems strangly like "being willing to be damned for the glory of God." Well, it will be a'good preliminary practice for the Christian to learn to see and confess fearlessly the truth hidden in old forms of expression which fools are wont to laugh at.




God's blessing is always upon the poor-that is, upon those who do not in the least mind being poor; and who thus, through all times and tests, keep the calm and courageous and joyous spirit,
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The Father's love submits to the same test.

There cannot be two standards, one for man and the other for the divine. When the heart of the
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And every additional wrapping but delays for a moment the enjoyment of the rare pleasure of seeing and handling.

"For God so loved the world that He gave." What? Will the gift correspond with the wealth, the taste, the love of the Father? Here it is-the Nazarene-this Son of Mary-this peripatetic rabbi. Is that all? In this the gift we have a right to expect from such a source? We are disapointed. We thought He would do better than that. List




en!




"For God so loved that He gave-His Only Begotten Son." This Nazarene His Son? Yes, that is what He says. It is a package from God the Father. He has not been over careful as to the wrappings. There is the manger cradle and the peasant home and the carpenter shop experience and the wandering life and the hatred and persecution and death and atonement. These arn't to our liking, bnt we do well to remember that the package is sealed by the Father and it will pay us to see what lies beneath the wrappings.

Most blessed of all earthly experiences-this go




creature goes out in love for his fellows it is God's ing beneath the 'wrappings and uncovering the




love manifesting itself.




The Bible is true to the nature of love. God so loved that He gave. The succession is rapid and




sure.




We are concerned with the Giver. It is God. Look out over the vast area covered by the snow storm. Millions upon millions of snow flakes and yet everyone is a crystal of the rarest pattern, and exquisitely shaped. What power, what taste, what resources! At nature's feet men of all ages have sat that they might be moulded and shaped by the taste displayed. She has been the goal of all artistic strivings.

We have a right to expect that any gift coming from such a source will correspond. Here is a friend who has wealth enough to make elegant presents. He is among those from whom we have a right to expect one when birthday or Christmas arrives. But he lacks taste, discrimination, affection. He'll send a present and it will correspond to his ability financially. But the chances are that it will fail to gratify because of lack of taste and love. But here is another friend. He has wealth and discriminating taste and affection. When a package comes from him we do not question the suitability of the gift contained. Love has found out what we must desire, taste has governed the selection, and wealth has poured out of itself that love and taste may express them

selves. We shall not be concerned with the form of the package if it come from him. If large and delivered by the express messenger, or small and coming through the mails, we unwrap either with the same exquisite joy of anticipation. Neither do we care about the wrappings. Coarse brown paper and common twine will do, if only the familiar handwriting is on the outside. The large package means some rare portrait or oil painting, the small one brings to our gaze when opened the flashing diamond or the changeful opal.




gift! What features to this portrait-this exquisite painting; how it fascinates us when once we look into the eyes and catch their wondrous light! What flashing jewel of character, is discovered to our raptured gaze when we take time to go beneath the eyes and face and behold the radiance of shining virtues. Dear Father, it is enough. It is just like Thee, this gift of Thy Son. We wouldn't in our wisdom have thought of such a gift, but we are glad that it was not left for us to decide what form the gift should take. We are glad that it was not more wealth, but something which helps us to get out of Thy wealth what there is in it. Not more culture, but that which puts heart and life into the culture we already have. Not more knowledge; for knowledge is in the very air and we seem to absorb it when we breath; but that which transmutes knowledge into wisdom and relates all things to Thee. Thou hast wonderfully expressed Thy wealth and Thy taste and Thy love in the gift Thou has made to the worldthe gift of Thy Son. J. T. C. Sheboygan, Wis.




Special.




I have about 200 volumes of second hand S. S.

library books, that can be shipped to some needy school which will pay the freight. Books are all in a reasonably good condition. First come, first served. GEO. A. HAUN, Madison, Wis.




In the Sunday School Society's report, which was printed last month, the printer said, "The society spent about $300 more than the preceding year." It should have read, the society spent $3,000 more than in the previous year. The difference is worthy of mention.









Mrs. F. B. Doe.




Hundreds of friends far and near will be glad to look upon the pictured face of Mrs. Doe, which appears upon the first page of this issue. Strangers who look into the face will not need the testimonies of the following extracts given in addition to those published in our last issue, to be assured that it bears the stamp of a queenly grace and a saintly unselfishness. "Not to be ministered unto but to minister" was her life-long spirit.

We append one or two of many affectionate tributes to her life that have been published:

Rarely are we called to chronicle the departure from earth of a life so marked with such loving, beautiful, self-deneying ministries as that of Mary Beecroft Doe, forty-six years the companion in work of Rev. Franklin B. Doe now of Ashland.

Of a quiet, retiring nature and averse to publicity, she naturally shrank from any service that would bring her into public notice, but was all the more efficient in private ministrations. She was a queen in the home with such qualities of mind and heart as to call forth the loving devotion of her family. Her quick sympathetic spirit brought her into the homes of others where loving ministrations were needed. Such was her self-forgetfulness that she gave herself more to the welfare of others than to herself, and thus she became an inspiration to a purer, better life in the person of large numbers whom she bound to herself with the silken cords of loving kindness.

For several years she lived under the shadow of a sudden death from disease of the heart, but her friends were spared the shock of such a death. An attack of grippe, ending in pneumonia, terminated her earthly career Saturday, April 28. Her funeral occurred from the family home on Monday afternoon, her pastor, Rev. A. G. Beach, and Revs. H. A. Miner, of Madison, and H. W. Carter, of Beloit, taking part in the services.

Many were the testimonials of neighbors and acquaintances to her rare worth. Surely to live such a life and leave such a record is a grand thing to do.-H. A. Miner, Northwestern Mail.

While absent friends were hoping for better tidings, Sunday, just as the church bells were chiming "Jesus Lover of My Soul," the fatal message came that cut off all hope and the tale it told was: one, who had been the faithful wife, the devoted mother, loving friend, and the true Christian wo. man, Mrs. F. B. Doe, of Ashland, had entered into rest.

With her it is well; but with the stricken husband, with whom she had walked life's varying pathway for forty-six years, it means that those who have not experienced a like affliction have no right to think they know how to sympathize. The children who are left have been bereft of a most loving mother, whose life of devotion to them and their children was beautiful to see. A brother and only sister are left to cherish the memory of one whose life was filled with loving thoughts and deeds for her absent ones, but never forgotton, and among her never neglected duties




was the writing letters of love and counsel, even in hours of great weakness. Self always came last with her, as her own dear ones can testify as well as friends who have known her over forty years in Wisconsin. Everybody loved Mrs. Doe, but how well we loved her we knew not until she died. We now feel that life must always be dark without the sunshine of her loving presence, but the "knowing by and by" why she could not be spared to us longer will bring peace and comfort. -Mrs. H. W. Miner in Northwestern Mail.




"If I could know




The land immortal whither thou didst go; 
If I could see, my own, the very spot. 
And look to thee, my loneliness forgot; 
If I could see the star that knows thy face 
Shine thro' the night upon my dwelling-place, 


I should be longing for the darkness so, 
            If I could know. 





"If I could know"




I said, and clasped the hand that trembled so. 
But I have learned that strange unwished for thing, 
The hardest lesson of my studying, 


And so, sometime, this knowledge shall be mine, 
This other knowledge of the Heaven that's thine: 
And what, and when, and how, and why 'tis so, 
            I shall fully know." 





A Happy Suggestion.

Has "Church Life" room for an entreaty addressed to the makers of the program for our forthcoming Green Bay Convention? For one, I wish heartily that we might bring to the convention, and that there might be expressed in its meetings, a deep sense of our need. "Wait on the Lord and he shall strengthen thine heart."

There are many of. our number who can talk brilliantly, and some who can listen well. Is there no danger that, in trying to adapt the divine message to the understanding of our time, we shall over-emphasize our own methods of statement and practically forget a great part of the message?

Of the sense of personal demerit and unworthiness; of the recognition of obligation to the men and women of the past generation; of repentance for undue regard for ourselves and our own notions whether of politics or theology;-is there not place for these in prayer, at least, if not on program? And shall we not have larger place for united prayer?

Of actual experience in winning men to the service of Jesus Christ,-not simply getting them into the membership of a popular church,-what can we say of that? This is the department of "soci ology" that we need most to study, and to study by actual practice.

One of the lofty spires on the East Side, Milwaukee, is the memorial of a dead Congregational church. It did not die for lack of brilliant preaching. "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that built it." JOHN N. DAVIDSON.




The admirable article on our Sunday-schools given at Rochester by President Charles McKenna, of the Milwaukee Normal school, is to be issued in leaflet form by Superintendent G. C. Haun,
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Among the other good things at Beloit convention was an ideal women's hour with the convention. The Home and Foreign departments were both admirably represented; the latter by Miss Lucy Walker, president of the W. B. M. I. for Wisconsin and the former by Mrs. E. G. Updike, president of the W. H. M. U. for Wisconsin. These and other exercises were under the joint management of Mrs. D. M. Olds, district secretary for the Foreign and Mrs. J. H. Dixon, the new and efficient district secretary for the Home department.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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DISBURSEMENTS APRIL 29 TO MAY 30.

Wisconsin Home Missionary Society 224.30, American Missionary Association 51.25, Congregational Church Building Society 8.25, Congregational Education Society $6.00, Sunday School and Publishing Society 9.00, Pres. of W. W. H. M. U. 4.50.
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I wish to call the attention of the women of our churches to the condition of the Branch treasury. You know we are to raise $6,500.00 by Oct. 1, the close of the W. B. M. I. year. Seven months of this year have passed, and only $2,094.94 has been received. Surely we have not forgotton our obligations. We know much has been sent for the "India Relief Fund," which is well, but we must not let this interfere with our regular work. Our missionaries are depending on us for their food and raiment and for the means to carry on their work. Will not each church and individual consider this matter carefully and prayerfully, and say we will do our part.




The "Ecumenical Conference" is an event of the past, vet it will ever be present. It was a great privilege to sit day after day and listen to the news of the Kingdom from every part of the world.

The women's meetings were helpful as different topics were discussed, Giving, Literature, Medical Work, etc., etc. Among the many thoughts impressed on my mind was the great need. We seemed to get on the height, where we could catch a glimpse of the hungry multitude. Then there was the encouraging news of what had been accomplished during the past century-the Bible translated into four hundred languages, besides all the other literature that has been produced; churches and schools organized, the large number of native Christians who are ready to carry the good news, and last, the great opportunity before us, and the wonderful privilege that has been bestowed on us that we may have a part in this glorious work. LUCY WALker.




How Can We Help India and Not Interfere

with Regular Offerings?

This question many are asking. How it was solved in one community may be a guide to others.

Remembering that the call appealed not to churches, ladies or Endeavor societies as such, but to every individual, envelopes were purchased and the call printed upon them. Those given out to the children and young people in the Sabbath school were returned with about thirty dollars enclosed. The notice of the need and opportunity placed in the local papers brought thirty dollars more, so that as a result of this effort, sixty dollars, at least will be sent to India, without in any way infringing upon the regular offerings of the church, Sunday school or Christian Endeavor societies; indeed the last increase their pledges to foreign missions.

Let no society, no individual make the sad mistake of diverting funds from regular channels for India or any other object however worthy.

There is enough and to spare in our prosperous country. Our missionaries depend on us. We must not, we dare not, "let go the ropes." A. B. S.




Ministerial Movements.

ANDERWSON, REV. S. M., of Merrill, succeeds to the position of General Missionary among the Scandinavian churches. FORKELL, REV. MR., of Green Bay, supplies at Depere. MARTIN. REV. B. F., called to Fulton, where he has been supplying. Ordained there May 22.

NOBIS, REV. LOUIS 5., resigns at Cashton.

PLANT, REV. GEO E., resigns at Arena Second and Third churches, to take effect Sept. 1.

REITZEL, REV. J. H., has removed his family to the parsonage at Oconomowoc, where he has supplied for nine months. TODD, REV. H. C., of Eagle River, is called to Prentice.




STUDENT SUMMER SUPPLIES.




MR. WALTER C. BLAKESLEE, Yale, at Dousman and Bark River.

MR. C. H. BURDICK, Chicago, at Norrie, Eland and vicinity, as assistant of Rev. J. Lloyd Smith, of Birnamwood. MR. A. A. MOORE, Chicago, at Seymour,
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Books and Exchanges.




POPULAR MISCONCEPTIONS AS TO CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE, by Rev. Frank T. Lee. Pilgrim Press, Boston and Chicago. p. p. 261. Cloth, $1.25. Rev. Frank T. Lee is known and beloved among the Wisconsin churches, for his memorable and effective pastorates in Sparta and Whitewater. Fewer people will remember that Wisconsin is his native state and that he was in preparatory school with the class of 1873, at Beloit, before graduating at Oberlin-the Alma Mater to whom he dedicates this book. This book of essays comprehends some of the richer fruitage of his pastoral years. It is an effort to set wrong notions right in a clear, practical way along the lines of Faith, Life, Service and The Divine Source of All. These are the divisions of the work. Faith is considered, first, as to its "Basis" in history and experience, then as to the Bible as a storehouse of faith. Life and Service are variously subdivided, and the closing chapter on the Nature and work of the Holy Spirit as the source of faith and life and service, is a clear and thoughtful exposition of the theme. The chapter on Misconceptions as to Foreign Missions is full of interesting material for use. We congratulate Mr. Lee.




ON THE ROAD, is a vest-pocket pasteboard-bound little manual, issued by Rev. Isaac B. Tracy, of South Kaukauna, for use by men who are away from home, especially railway men. It is devotional in character and contains morning prayer, verses adapted to each day of the month by topics, such as "What God Says to Me," "What Shall I Say to God?" "A Present Help," "Brotherly Kindness," "Strength" "Gentleness," "Home." Also, evening prayers and verses of hymns, with blank memoranda pages. It can be adapted to any pastor's use.




EXCHANGES.




Rudyard Kipling, Dr. S. Weir Mitchell, Ian Maclaren, Cyrus Townsend Brady, Julia Magruder and Mrs. Burton Kingsland are among the contributors to the June LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. Some of its notable features are: "The Passion Play This Year," "The Richest Woman in America" (Hetty Green), "How Some Familiar Things Came to Be," and "The Masterpiece of Mary, Queen of Scots," picturing an apron worked by that unfortunate sovereign while in prison awaiting the executioner. Dr. S. Weir Mitchell's article, "When the College is Hurtful to a Girl," is sure of a wide reading; so are Ian Maclaren's views on "The Minister and His Vacation." Mr. Kipling's "Just-So" story humorously accounts for the kangagroo's long hind legs, and is the best of his series. By the Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar a year;




ten cents a copy.




"American




The June number of THE DELINEATOR, beside showing one hundred and fifty illustrations of present fashions, contains several articles of general interest to women. Women at the Paris Exposition" is illustrated with seventeen portraits. "Founders of Women's Colleges" contains ten portraits and valuable biographical matter. Clinton Ross, the well-known litterateur, contributes a clever revolutionary story, "The Perfidy of Bess Doane." Among the practical household articles is one on Housekeeping in Apartments and Flats. The regular departments of Social Observances, Practical Gardening, Girl's Interests, Club Women and Club Life, and House Furnishing are interesting and valuable for practical women.




A character study of Paul Kruger, the president of the Transvaal, with a number of portraits, will appear in the June number of MCCLURE'S MAGAZINE. It is written by F. Edmund Garrett, who knows President Krueger very well and is thoroughly familiar with his history and that of the Transvaal Republic. Also a story of the Chinese-Japanese war, written in English by a Japanese, Adachi Kinnosuke, It will be very fully ilauthor of "Iroka: Tales of Japan.' lustrated. In the same number, the Rev. C. T. Brady will tell the story of the greatest fight in the history of American privateers-Captain Samuel Chester Reid's historic fight in the "General Armstrong" against a whole fleet of British.




CURRENT HISTORY for May is specially full and interesting on the South African War, The Far Eastern Situation, Anglo, American Relations, The Fifty-sixth Congress, The Candidacy of Bryan and Dewey, Business and Industry, Queen Victoria's Visit to Ireland, Alaska Affairs, The India Famine, The McGiffert Heresy Case and Dr. Hillis' withdrawal from the Presbyterian church, etc., etc. Boston, Current History Co., $1.50 a year. It is just what you want.




THE LIVING AGE of recent date, has articles of note on Count Tolstoi's New Romance. by Rene Doumic; Ladysmith After the Siege, by H. Babington Smith; Wm. Cowper, by Urbanus Sylvan; Women's Clubs in America, by Margaret Polson Murray, and The Death of Arnold Toynbee (poem), by J. W. Mackail. Living Age Co., Boston, Mass.




THE NORTHWESTERN MAIL-Madison-edited by Brother H. A. Miner keeps up its splendid reputation as a family weekly that stands for all that is good and true and pure, and, without saying so, illustrates all that the brief Sheldon daily undertook and more.




THE RAM'S HORN holds a unique and sturdy place among illustrated religious journals. A late cartoon Spiritual Drugs. of various sorts, offered by a clerically dressed dealer to a distressed sinner seeking salvation as just as good and easier to take," is well worth the cost of the number. The Rams Horn man's well-known skill in epigram that goes to the spot seems not to wane in power or resources. $1.00 a year.




THE CANADIAN CONGREGATIONALIST has a popular style, and is well printed. It pays a considerable attention to the war in Africa. The program of the Canada Congregational Union Anniversaries for June 6, at Montreal, is given, in a recent number. It is a grand meeting and shows that the larger work of the churches has advanced farther in "federation" than with us.




THE NORTHWestern Congregationalist (Minn.), has fine editorials on The June Festival (Children's Day) and Our Debt to the Public Schools.




THE AMERICAN CHURCHMAN, (Fond du Lac) has an interesting article on The Church in Scotland. "As for extending Episcopacy to the Philippines," a correspondent urges, "It seems to me an absolute waste of money and, what is far worse, sinful, to endeavor to change the faith in any way of the natives and Spanish inhabitants of these islands who have been nurtured in the bosom of our Sister Church-the Church of Rome."

PLYMOUTH WEEKLY (Michigan) for May 19, interestingly reports the fifty-ninth State Association at Ypsilanti, and has for a frontispiece, its moderator, Rev. Sebastian Smits, Rev. Dan F. Bradley, of Grand Rapids, gave the opening sermon. Prof. King, of Oberlin, gave the chief closing address on "The Relation of the Higher Criticism to the Spirit of Evangelism." Rev. R. W. McLaughlin, formerly of Ashland, Wis., spoke on Home Missions.

OTHER EXCHANGES: The Ripon Advance Press and Weekly Commonwealth, The Boone (Iowa) Standard, The College Days (Ripon). The Round Table (Beloit). The Helping Hand (Ashland), The Pilgrim (Oshkosh First church), The Unionist (Green Bay Union church), The Commons (Chicago), International Evangel (St. Louis), The Church Economist (New York), The Aerolith (Franklin Academy), The Animal World (New York), The Hartford Seminary Record, Our Dumb Animals (Boston), etc.
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p. m.




AT BELOIT.




Sunday, June 17, 10:30 a. m. Address before the Christian Associations by Rev. James Beveridge Lee, Milwaukee. 4.30 Baccalaureate Sermon by the President. Monday, June 18, 2:30 p. m. Prize Declamations-the young women. 4:30. Organ recital in the chapel. 8:00 p m. Prize Declamations-the young men.

Tuesday, June 19th, 10:00 a. m. Extemporaneous Speaking for the Rice prize. 3:00 p. m. Class Day exercises. 5:30 p. m. Alumni banquet. 7:30 p. m. Alumni meeting; Oration by Alex. E. Matheson, Esq., '90; Poem by Rev. S. P. Wilder, D. D., '71. 8:30 p. m. President's reception.

Wednesday, June 20, 8:00 a. m. Commencement prayer meeting. 9:00 a. m. Graduation exercises of the class of 1909. 12:30 p. m. Corporation dinner.

On Saturday afternoon, June 16, at 4 o'clock, in Art Hall, there will be a presentation of portraits, with reminiscences of early trustees of the college.

On Saturday evening, at 8 o'clock, will occur the graduating exercises of the class of 1900 of Beloit College Academy.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. Carter, D. D., Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
         Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. JEFFRIS, 





               District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
Executive Committee, REV. G R. LEAVITY, D. D. REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, 
             REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS. Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV GEO. H. IDE, D. D., Rev. W. J. C. BOND, REV. S. T. Kidder, 
               REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, REV. J. W. WHITE, Rev. H. DAVIES, 
                             REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Financial Statement for May, 19.0.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Ashland, $69.75; Bark River. $2.98; Berlin Aurora (Welsh), $8.25; Berlin 1st, $50; Clear Lake, $2 15; Clintonville, $28.13; Coloma, $5; Dartford, $27 50; Delavan, $12; DeSoto, $5; Dousman, $4.75; Elkhorn, $32.40; Embarass, $5.75; Fifield, $3.52; Fontana, $5; Grand Rapids, $3.73 Green Bay, $50; Hancock, $7; Hartland, $23.51; Kingston, $2.50; LaCrosse, $81.45; Liberty (Trevor) $17; Menasha, $126; Milwaukee Plymouth, $135; Milwaukee Swedish, $5 07; Neillsville, $11.50; New Richmond, $12,42; Ossco, $6; Oshkosh Plymouth, $53.18; Platteville, $63.50; Plymouth, $38.42; Racine Welsh, $17.68; Randolph Welsh, $3; Ripon, $54.73; Roberts, $8 20; Rosendale Welsh. $17.05; Spring Valley, $6.50; Stoughton, $22,25; Viroqua, $44.40; Walworth, $13.50;




Total......




$1.085.77
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Wisconsin's Forward Movement in Home Missions has made gratifying progress. Its success depends upon continuance in well-doing, and upon full cooperation.

The first of last October we began self support for the entire state.

Of the $18,000, needed Oct. 1. 1899-Oct. 1, 1900, your church, through all it departments, was asked for $From October to June it has reported to our treasury from the Congregation | Women Sunday-school Y. P. S. C. E Total]. See Our Church Life for monthly statement and grand total. The total apportionment asked from all the churches left a thousand dollars still to be raised, beside the deficit from those failing to reach their apportionment; this to be reached by churches and individuals that voluntarily exceed the amounts asked for them. Some have already done this. Many have fallen short.

Statements are sent to all now that each may understand the situation in time to avoid the danger of our falling far short of the need.

May we rely upon you to do your best to aid in reaching our goal, for the sake of the world-wide kingdom and its King? For the Executive committee




Beloit, Wis., June, 1900




HOMER W. CARTER, Secretary.




If any church is without the information indicated by the above letter, a copy of which, with blanks properly filled, has been sent every pastor, please apply to Secretary Carter, Beloit, for a copy, and do not fail to lay plans before vacation time so that others may not suffer from your lack.




Self-support for Wisconsin Home Missions is an assured success if all do their best to reach the apportionment asked. There will be failure so far as any large number fail to do their share.




Personal.




Rev. Geo. H. Ide, D. D., of Milwaukee, was called East to give the Memorial Day address in St. Johnsbury, Vt., his native town. He also addressed the Passumpsie Congregational Club. Mrs. Ide will rest for a few weeks near her birth place in the White Mts. at Sugar Hill, N. H., and Dr. Ide will return for vacation to the woods of North Wisconsin.

Rev. J. O. Buswell of Mellen has been assisting Pastor Chambers of Durand, in special revival services.

Rev. A. W. Cook and family, of Fifield are sorely afflicted in the loss, by scarlet fever, of their second son, who was buried May 16 Mr. Cook, and others of his children, were slightly affected, but not till he had preached one Sabbath was the rash discovered to be of scarlet fever type. The family have our deep sympathy.

While Bro. Steman looks the other way to hide his blushes, we quote from a recent correspondent: "We are delighted withbetter still, we love and trust-our pastor here, Bro. J. O. Steman. He is not only a good preacher, he is a good pastor and worker."




BELOIT COLLEGE items.




Beloit won the Beloit-Ripon Freshman Debate, May 18. At the Academy Prize Declamation Contest, Mr. Meyer gained first place with "The Storming of Missionary Ridge," and Mr. Westenberg second place, with "The March of Attilla. At Vespers, recently, Pres. Eaton gave an account of the Ecumenical Missionary Council. The students were much interested in the recent Murphy lectures. The Glee and Mandolin clubs, on their vacation trip gained a cash surplus above expenses of $150. Rev. Dr. Jas. D. Eaton (class of 1869) of Chihuahua, Mex., is to deliver the Porter Missionary lectures for this year, on Spanish America, in its History, Characteristics and Prospects. The Round Table for May 4, is an illustrated edition giving descriptions of the late Greek play.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




Ingram Hall of Science is now roofed, shingled and windowed. The plastering will soon be under way. The annual field day contest, held at Ripon, with students from Lawrence University, was a spirited one, in which Lawrence wou an excess of points. President Flagg took a trip recently into Northern Michigan, where he addressed the High school pupils of Norway, Mich.

Senator J. M. Whitehead, of Janesville, gave an interesting address, May 13, in the evening, in the Ripon Congregational church, on the International Council at Boston in 1879. It was greatly enjoyed.

Pastor Titsworth, of Milwaukee, addressed by invitation on a recent Sunday evening, 600 engineers in attendance upon the Brotherhood convention.

Secretary Carter, after attending the C. H. M. S. anniversaries at Detroit, will enjoy the grand Oberlin reunion, and then, with his family, take a short vacation at the old homestead in Tallmadge, Ohio.




Thecumenical Missionary Conference.

BY REV. WM. H. SHORT, STOCKBRIDGE, MASS. "No other subject than religion could bring together such a remarkable assembly," remarked Dr. Lyman Abbott in conversation about this conference. “Even with the issues of trusts and expansion the attempt to hold such a body of people for so long a time to the consideration of political questions would end in a fiasco,” replied Dr. Henry M. Field. The fact that the attention was held can admit of no question. An observer remarked that, save at Northfield, he had seen no









audiences so intent and constant in their attendance on meetings. The Conference must be regarded as one of the remark. able gatherings in history.

Yet-I think in common with some others-I must admit to a certain disappointment during the first sessions in the great Carnegie Hall, despite the vast audience of three thousand, with the overflow into adjacent churches, the contagious enthusiasm, the brilliant company on the stage, which included the present and an ex-president of the United States, the governor of N. Y., men high in business and in civil position, a general and an admiral. presidents of universities, bishops and leaders in the protestant churches of the whole world. What is the purpose of all this, and what will it accomplish? What fitness is there in placing the speakers on that little platform raised above the stage and bidding them address the galleries?

But this very stage surrounded by galleries, as one thought of it, learned the character and caught the spirit of the audiences that filled them, was seen to represent the spirit of today and the genius of the Protestant churches. "This Conference will give forth no decrees?" Very well, the twentieth century church accepts no decrees as did the fourth or fourteenth century church and as does that anachronism the fourteenth century church of today. "These delegates are not addressing one another so much as the half-hundred reporters and the vast audiences?" Those reporters represent the hundreds of thousands intelligent men and women of our churches who will read and pass judgment on the things said here. The responsible heads and the missionaries of over one hundred great missionary societies were represented on stage and floor; the galleries were filled first and last, according to the estimate of the Evening Post, with two hundred thousand. a very large precentage of whom were of the most thoughtful clergy and laity of this and other countries. These are the members of a vastly larger Ecumenical Conference who will in due time transmute the enthusiasm of the council into deed, and its wisdom into practical method.

A word ought to be said concerning the character and ability of those who met in council. The brilliance of the initial gathering has been much commented on. The following sessions suffered in no way from comparison with the words of presidents, governors and New York's most renowned citizens. It would be invidious to single out individual names to stand as representatives of those present, even if one knew where to choose among so many eminent and strong men. The foremost voices of England and America, in matters educational, were heard from the platform. The average of the addresses was very high in tone and ability. One address from a mis, sionary, who had spent his life in China, takes its place with the best half dozen to which I have listened. That it was an assembly of educated men does not need to be said. That it was a gathering of progressive men will be shown by a seeing of its work, and the criticism so often passed on missionaries and their work is sufficient reason for recording the fact here. Measured by any standard you choose, a company of equal size respectable in personnel and character has not met in any country to counsel on any subject. Measured by purpose its equal has not often come together. I feel that all this is not only true, but so true that every churchman may justly glory in the fact, and that one who reports the gathering is under obligations to tell to others the inevitable impression on an attendant.

Besides the size and intelligence of the audiences, the ecumenical character of the gathering deserves mention. Ecumenical is a word signifying the "inhabited world." This character appears to some extent in the number of the societies and the proportion of Christendom represented, for with small reserve it might be said the Protestant world met here in its deputies. It appears more strikingly in the fact that the work of every principal missionary province of the world was represented in council, a very large part of them by men from the field. It appears most truly when you say that the scope of the organized purpose met here in council of holy war embraces the whole world. The missionary map, 50 by 27 ft., stretched at the rear of the stage, represented as it were the modern men of Macedonia beckoning to all the modern Pauls. Great and widely representative as was the Conference, the essential unity in belief of those who composed it, was most striking. In the morning the session was held in Carnegie Hall or divided between this and the Central Presbyterian church. Sectional gatherings were held in the afternoon to consider specific fields and problems. Similar programs, generally with different speakers, were arranged in the evening for audiences filling three or four halls. The present writer would estimate that on an average twelve distinct gatherings were held daily, addressed in set speeches and discussions by seventy-five speakers.




but




In all this great number of addresses, seven hundred and fifty in number, as this estimate would make them, no essential diversity of belief appeared. In the discussions, which were open, there was chance for protest, had inen had any to make. Advantage was taken of this opportunity but once and then the speaker discredited himself in the eyes of the Conference instead of awaking any slumbering ill-feeling. Even reporters, keen on the track of the sensational, found no quarrels to report.

This unity of opinion was not studied and arranged. There




.




was no mark of repression and guarded statement. Men from many countries and denominations said what they thought on a great variety of subjects. The differences of opinion that appeared when the wisdom of methods were discussed, only emphasized the underlying unity of doctrine and of purpose. In the matter even of method no divergence of view appeared so sharp as the book of Acts records as having existed in the Apostolic councils. The facts of the case plainly are that when they are at work, inspired by such a Christlike purpose as missions, the protestant branches of the church forget that they are not one. They are one. It was only when announcement was made that a church club would entertain the Episcopal, and a Missionary Board the Reformed missionaries, at a given hour, that we were reminded even that there were different regiments in the one army. Henceforth, if any man wants proof of the unity of spirit in the Protestant church, let him point to the Ecumenical Conference of Missions.

One other impression must be recorded. This gathering of men from the field who had measured themselves and their message against the culture, ignorance, vice, hostility and inertia of non-Christian peoples, had not come together to condole with one another on their hard lot as missionaries. They were hopeful and enthusiastic. They were even a jolly lot as you saw them in lobby or social room. There was not a word about retreat, never a thought of possible defeat. Heathen religions are moribund or dead. Christendom has the power, the money, the brains and character of the world. The earth has become one geograhically. It is as inevitable as fate that it will soon be one in ideas and religion, and equally inevitable that Christianity will be this religion. Before the end of the twentieth century the world will be Christian. I think there was not one worker from the field present who did not believe this. I doubt whether anyone in attendance at the Confe.ence went away without becoming a convert to the belief.

I have noted some impressions. I will summarize the discussions on two points:




SELF-SUPPORT.




The settled policy of missions is to make the missionary unnecessary by the establishment of native churches and the development of native leaders and agencies which shall be able to assume responsibility for the Christianization of their own lands. The missionary from the nature of things must be a bird of passage, and his chief work that of organization. He is a foreigner and cannot compete with an equally-trained native in winning converts. The missionaries are the officers, but the native Christians are the main force in the missionary, army over four million strong. This force must not be made dependent by support from missionary sources. A good woman gives $50 to be used in supporting a native worker in Uganda. "Give it back to her," writes the missionary bishop. "We will not demoralize the mission by using one cent of for

eign money to support native workers." A foreign paymas-, ter means a native missionary in some degree servile. A native church relieved of its natural responsibility to its own nation is a church impoverished in character and made less than Christian. New Pauls are appearing and are yet to appear on mission fields and new acts of the apostles are to be




written.




CO-OPERATION OF PROTESTANTISM.

One of the most satisfactory and cheering discussions, last ing for a day and taken up by succeeding speakers because they could not let it rest, was that on Comity on Mission Fields. "Comity is the art of behavior between rivals in business." It has not been a condition unknown, that one denominational board should invade the field of another when there was work in adjacent fields untouched. There has sometimes been unchristian competition and detraction of one another's work by workers of rival societies. This ougnt not to be. We should treat one another fairly, for we are engaged in a common work. No field occupied should be entered without the consent of the first owner. No work ought to be begun in adjacent fields until boundaries are first settled. This is about as far, seemingly, as the program-makers dared to go.

But the Conference dared to go very much farther, and herein is the cheering feature of the occasion-a feature which alone is worth the cost and effort of a thousand such confer




ences.




The missionaries pleaded the moral influence on the heathen of a united church, and the waste of money in party effort. Consolidation all along the lines would be economy-in boards, in schools, in mission presses. In Japan four theological schools are sustained in our city without students enough for one. There is dissatisfaction with present methods and with good reason. for they are wasteful, inefficient and schismatic. Comity is too week; federation union are necessary. The responsibility for present conditions does not lie with the men in the fields. Union in Japan, for which missionaries and field were ready, has been defeated by the churches at home.




(Conclusion in July Number.)









District Conventions.




superior cONVENTION AT CUMBERLAND.

The fourth annual meeting was held with the church in Cumberland, May 24 and 25. This heroic little church, although then without a pastor, had made thorough preparation for the entertainment of visitors. The sanctuary was tastily adorned with plants and flowers, and the refreshing ice cream served to the convention at the close of the afternoon session was much appreciated on that warm day. It is believed that the right man will soon be found for this promising and hopeful field.

The opening sermon was preached by Rev James R. Smith, of West Superior, and was greatly enjoyed by all. Rev. Stanley E. Lathrop was elected moderator, and Rev. C. W. Dennis scribe. Reports from the churches showed improving conditions in almost every case, and especially in the increased contributions for Home Missions, several churches having given beyond their apportionment, especially Ashland, Iron River, Hayward, and Pilgrim church of West Superior. Principal M. J. Fenenga made a rousing address in behalf of North. Wisconsin Academy, whose great debt has been cleared away, and the enrollment of students increased fourfold during the year. All signs point to another large increase of pupils for next year. Rev. S. E. Lathrop presented the claims of the Church Building society, in a paper entitled "Not Theorics, but Conditions." Rev. A. G. Beach read a stimulating and thoughtful paper on "The Things That Remain." Rev. Jas. R. Smith spoke instructively on "The Christian in Social Life." Rev. C. W. Dennis made a comprehensive address on "The Sermon of Today." Secretary Carter presented the Home Missionary work in his incisive way, with the aid of map and chart, reporting encouraging progress in the present aim for self-support in the state work. Rev. S. E Lathrop was elected as visitor to Chicago Theological Seminary, and Rev. L. W. Winslow as a trustee of North Wisconsin Academy. Rev. J. R Smith was re-elected chairman of the Home Missionary Committee, and Rev. A. G. Beach re-elected on the Committee of Credentials. The attendance of the people at the sessions was noticeably large, and the fine choir furnished excellent music. It was a meeting full of true fellowship and inspiration and spiritual stimulas. Next meeting at Hayward. S. E. L.

NORTHEASTERN CONVENTION AT PRENTICE.

The annual meeting of the Northeastern convention was held at Prentice, Wis., May 22 and 23. Among those present as visitors were Rev. Dr. H. W. Carter, Rev. Geo. . Haun and Rev. F. N. Dexter, all connected with the various branches of our state work. Rev. H. C. Todd, of Eagle River, was elected moderator and Rev. S. M. MacNeill, of Tomahawk, scribe. In the evening of the first day, Rev. J. L. Smith, of Birnamwood, preached the convention sermon. Wednesday morning the time was spent in the consideration of Rev. F. N. Dexter's paper-a review of Bartlett's "Veracity of the Hexateuch Mr. Dexter's paper was rich in thought and brought out clearly the points of the work discussed. Rev. Mr. Chandler, of Clintonville, being unable to be present, sent his paper which was read by Rev. J. L. Smith, the subject being "The Cause of the Decline in the Membership of the Churches." Wednesday afternoon brought out Rev. S. M. MacNeill's paper: "The Relation of Churches and Ministers, as to Pastors Coming, Staying and Going, and the Attitude of Each to the Other." Mr. MacNeill showed his knowledge of the subject, and without doubt it was the paper of the association. He spoke of "the call down" as well as the "call up," and did but the spirit of the paper pervade the churches and pastors, somewhat less of the friction of life would be felt.

The other features of the afternoon were the paper of Rev. H. C. Todd, on "The Cultivation of the Spiritual Life of the Church," which breathed the spirit of the man, and the presentation of the needs of Ashland Academy by Rev. M. J. Fenenga.

Wednesday evening gave us the addresses of Dr. Carter and Sec'y Haun. Few states are as fortunate as Wisconsin in the selection of state secretaries, and these brethren always bring with them messages of hope and cheer; but the personality of the men themselves always insures them a warm welcon e wherever they go. Knowing the great needs of these northern fields and their. difficulties we trust you will come often into our midst, brethren. You will be more than welcome, The convention adjourned to meet in May, 1901, with the church in Tomahawk. The friends from outside enjoyed the hospitality of the good people of Prentice and trust that in the near future they may secure a pastor to take Rev. A. A. Martin's place, who is just leaving.

BELOIT CONVENTION AT DELAVAN.

It is a great satisfaction to discover that some one else can do things better than you can. It gives you respect for the abilities of others, hopefulness for the progress of society, and the satisfaction which comes from witnessing a performance which challenges your admiration. That is the way that some of us felt as we witnessed the unfolding of the program of Beloit convention at Delavan, May 15 and 16.

Rev. W. W. Sleeper was the moderator and Rev. A. L. McClelland, clerk. The attendance was large; from 85 to 100




persons were entertained from outside the city. There were no failures, and the interest grew from organization to adjournment. There were showers, but the convention flame burned just as brightly in rain as in sunshine. It was fed with oil.

The prayer-meeting which followed organization was led by Rev. M. N. Clark, of Walworth, and was a refreshing season. Then followed one of Dr. Carter's sprightly and telling addresses on the old, but ever new, theme of our Home Missionary work in Wisconsin. This is, and must be, a central theme in our conventions till self-support becomes a confirmed habit with us. Loyalty to Christ, the patriotic spirit and an interest in our neighbor's welfare will keep this subject at the front, and will. we trust, lead to a feast of Tabernacles at the next state convention.

Dr. T. J. Atwood, of Shansi Mission, China, read a paper on Medical Missions. If you have ever thought that a report of missionary work must, of course, be conducive to drowsiness, this paper, so informing and instructive, would have been a pleasing surprise.

The woman's hour helped on the rising interest. Mrs. E. G. Updike gave, in concise and graphic language, a survey of the relation of the Woman's Home Missionary Union to the various homeland societies, giving a prominent place to our Home Misssionary work. Miss Walker told of the Ecumenical Missionary Conference and brought to us something of the vast impressiveness of that remarkable war council of missionary leaders and veterans, while Miss Moody made a brief but telling address in regard to the Branch meeting at Milwaukee. The topic for Tuesday evening was "Christian Nurture."

"Christ in the Home," a most fitting topic for our times, was the first theme, ably and earnestly presented by Rev. C. A. Osborne.

"Christ in Education" was the theme discussed by Prof. A: W. Burr, in his usual lucid way. Additional interest was developed by Dr. Leavitt's discussion of it.

The sessions of Wednesday were opened with a prayer-meeting, the theme of which was Christ in the individual heart. Christianity is more than a religion binding us to God, it is a new creature leading a new life in which Christ dwells.

The reports of the churches which followed showed quite generally encouraging conditions.

Then came a lucid and vigorous paper on 'Conditions of Pulpit Power at the Opening of a New Century." This Was followed by an interesting discussion by J. W. Swiler, superintendent of the Wisconsin School for the Deaf.

Rev. E. P. Salmon's review of Clarke's Outline of Christian Theology was a vigorous and lucid paper. It considered the book in relation to the theology of the past and as a positive contribution to the theology of the present. The book was further considered as an Example of the Scientific Spirit and Method in the Study and Preservation of Religious Truth, bo Rev. Wm. R. Bennet, of Darlington. The entire discussion awakened much interest. Rev. R. Č. Denison gave a valuably address on the question "How Shall we Appeal to the Men of Today in Behalf of Christ.

The sermon on Wednesday evening was preached by Presi dent E. D. Eaton, of Beloit College. His topic was "The Power of an Endless Life." 1. It gives scope to life, enlarging man's horizon and sphere of experience. 2. It gives energy to life. 3. It gives aim to life. It was a strong and vital discourse.

Dr. Leavitt and Rev. Wm. Moore officiated at the Communion service at which a collection was taken in behalf of the ministerial aid fund amounting to $13.80.

It does much to explain the success of this meeting to remember that Dr. Wilder had the steering oar in making up the program, and that the meeting was held in Delavan. J. C.




EAU CLAIRE CONVENTION AT EAU CLAIRE.

The convention was to have been held, at Bloomer; but the place of meeting was changed to Eau Claire First, as the Bloomer church had just entertained a C. E. Convention. Though the change was made almost at the time of meeting, the welcome given by Eau Claire First was, as always, cordial. The convention was called to order by Father Kidder, and Rev. J. W. White of Menomonie chosen moderator, and Rev. J. Parson of Roberton, chosen scribe. Papers were presented by Rev. A. Chambers, Thoughts on Congregationalism; Rev. J. Parsons, The Conditions and Qualifications for Church Membership; Rev. J. E. Rowell, The Duties and Responsibilities of the Church Members; Rev. W. A. Whitcomb and Rev. H. T. A. Obenhouse, How to Regard and Use the Contents of the Bible. Rev. A. D. Adams considered the subject, How to Study the Bible,-Different Methods; and Rev. D. A. Richardson, How to use the Bible in the S. S. Addresses were given by Rev. L. C. Grant of the First Presbyterian church Eau Claire, on the Message of the Church to the Times; by Prof. J. Swearingen, on the Problems of the Sunday-School; by Rev. H. R. Vaughn, on Problems of Christian Endeavor. The convention sermon was given by Rev. J. W. White.

In Thoughts on Congregationalism, Mr. Chambers mentioned as among existing defects the present method of gathering together dry facts in Year Book and Annual Convention Minutes, which are of little service to churches, yet constitute a considerable tax on them. He thought some method could











and should be devised that would be of more practical service. In Conditions and Qualifications for Church Membership, Mr. Parsons took the position that the sole test should be spiritual life in Christ, and readiness to do His will. Credal tests should be done away with altogether. Mr. Rowell spoke of the need of hearty and cordial co-operation of each church with its Pastor in order to do efficient work. That church and pastor may thus work together successfully, each must be in vital touch with the Master. Till Christ furnishes the power, the mechanism will be cold and inactive. As to the how to regard and use the Bible, Mr. Whitcomb recommended that it be regarded as having its fulfillment in Christ, and therefore should be studied with regard to Him. The Gospels, beginning with John, should be read first, then the Epistles, then those prophecies that especially look forward to Christ. Mr. Obenhans advised that in the study of the Bible we should always remember it is God's Book. He deprecated many of the teachings of skeptical Higher Critics. Mr. Adams, spoke of the inspirational power of the Book, and its self-testimony if we but study it reverently, with descerningspirit. Mr. Richardson advised a larger, and more general use of the Bible in Sunday school teaching.

In The Message of the Church to the Times, Mr. Grant of the enlarged sphere of thought at the present day as the result of modern science. The universe is larger than our fathers thought. Comparative study of the various religions has also broadened our sympathies. As the result our thoughts and beliefs require a larger liberty of range than was once the case. The part of wisdom is to consecrate our energies and attention on the advance line, and not seek to cover to extensive a range of back country. In the convention sermon, Mr. White considered the working of unconscious forces in molding character. Every Christ-like thought or action, however unconscious at the time may be of Him, is yet an act or thought of discipleship, and tends to lead to Him. The addresses of Prof. J. Swearingen, and of Rev. H. R. Vaughn were given Wednesday evening after many of the delegates had departed, also the moderator and scribe. The benevolent work of the societies connected with the churches was presented Rev H. W. Carter and Rey. G. C. Haun. The "Woman's Missionary Hour" was well attended.

Mr. B. E. Deyo, barrister, of Eau Claire, was chosen registrar for two years. Rev. J. W. White was chosen to serve for three years on the Home Missionary committee. Rev. J. E. Rowell was chosen to represent the convention at the Chicago Seminary Triennial Council. Rev. David A. Richardson, formerly of Muskegon Association, Mich., and Rev. A. Chambers, formerly of Northeast Wisconsin convention, Rev. W. A. Whitcomb, formerly of North Pacific conference, Minn., Rev. G. M. Manavian, formerly of Muskegon Association, Mich., were received into fellowship of the Eau Claire convention. Also Rev. H, E. Wertz was reinstated into fellowship. The convention adjourned to meet in one year at Bloomer. J. PARSONS, Scribe.

LA CROSSE CONVENTION AT TREMPealeau. The La Crosse, Wis., district convention met with the Congregational church in Trempealeau, Rev. W. A. Griffiths, pastor, May 8-9, after an interval of twelve years since the last visit. The convention numbers twenty-five churches and eighteen ministers.

Permanent organization was effected by the election of Rev. J. G. Smith, of Tomah, as moderator and Rev. Frank J. Brown, of West Salem, scribe. Rev. J. F. Taintor, of Rochester, Minn., delivered an address on "Practicing Piety," and Rev. Henry Faville on "Preaching Piety;" Rev. J. A. Stemen on "Training for Church Membership." Rev. L. B. Nobis presented a paper on the subject: "Is Christian Endeavor Work Satisfactory?" and Rev. Henry Evert on "The Relation of the Sunday-school to the Church." Miss Bertha Reik conducted a Junior Rally and gave an interesting chalk-talk.

Rev. J. G. Smith addressed the young people and Rev. W. M. Ellis gave an inspiring address on "A Religion Suited to the Times." Rev. Jno. Willan spoke on "Elements of Spiritual Strength," and sang a hymn, music and words composed by himself. Rev. Wm. Crawford spoke in the interests of the Building Society. Secretary Carter emphasized Home Missionary work in a witty and pointed address on, "Our State and the World." The report from the field is encouraging. Superintendent Haun presented the interests of the Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing society together with the state Sunday-school work, making a strong plea for the universal observance of Children's day.

An interesting and profitable Woman's Hour was in charge of Mrs. Steel, of Sparta. Mrs. Mitchell presented a paper on "Woman's Work" and Mrs. Steel reviewed the situation in South Africa from the standpoint of Missions.

Rev. Wm. Crawford, presented his resignation as registrar of the convention. It was regretfully accepted and Rev. J. A. Stemen elected to succeed him.

Rev. Henry Faville presented the following resolutions, and they were unanimously adopted: Whereas,

This convention learns with deep regret that the long, fruitful and honorable pastorate of Dr, Crawford at Sparta is soon to close and that because of this, his resignation as registrar of this convention has been accepted, therefore be it




Resolved, is, that in losing Dr. Crawford from our ranks




,་་་་




we lose the Nestor of our churches in western Wisconsin; one whose counsel we have greatly prized, whose words in our midst have been words of truth and soberness and whose zeal for our convention has never flagged.

Resolved, 2d, that we highly appreciate his unwearied interest in the missionary churches of this convention, his constant attendance upon its stated meetings, his manifold services as moderator of councils, his loyalty to the fellowship of our congregations, and not least, his accurate and painstaking work as registrar of the convention for fifteen years.

Resolved, 3rd, that in parting from Dr. Crawford we part with one whom we sincerely respect for his culture and scholarship and vigor of mind, and in whom we take pride because of his resourceful and successful labors as pastor and preacher in the largest church in our convention.

Resolved, 4th, that we appreciate no less the womanly character, the ready spirit, the many talents and the unselfish labors of Mrs. Crawford; and for her untiring efforts in behalf of the Woman's Hour in our convention, and for the abiding missionary inspiration that she has brought to our churches, we hereby record our grateful thanks.

Resolved, 5th, that, while as a convention we part with these faithful and tried workers with unfeigned sorrow, yet we are assured that their labors have not been in vain, but that many a solitary place has been made glad by their presence, and many a moral desert has blossomed as the rose because of the sacrifices they have made,

Resolved, 6th, that a copy of these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of the convention, and that a copy signed by the members of this convention be presented to Dr. and Mrs. Crawford.

In testimony of the esteem in which he is held by the members of the convention Rev. William Crawford, D. D., was presented with two volumes of "The Guerneys of Earlham," Rev. W. M. Ellis, of Elroy, making the presentation speech. Dr. Crawford responded feelingly.

Mr. E. 0. Chapel, of the Moody Institute, was examined and granted a license to preach in Manning, Liberty and Brush Hollow for one year. Reports from the churches showed them, on the whole, to be in fair condition. Some of them have taken advanced steps in missionary activity. The convention adjourned to meet with the Congregational church of West Salem, in 1901. FRANK J. FROWN.




Committee of One Hundred on India Famine




relief.




The "Committee of One Hundred on India Famine Relief" ventures to lay before you the suggestion of collections in the churches and Sunday schools in aid of the starving in India. The famine has not yet reached its worst extent and i tensity.

We are gratefully aware that some of the churches have already taken contributions for the famine relief, yet we have thought it more than possible that additional gifts would reward a renewed appeal. Where a collection has not yet been taken the response will doubtless be prompt and hearty. As at present advised the committee recommends gifts of money only.

Literature and subscription envelopes will be sent free roin this office upon application.

Permit us, in behalf of the committee, to repeat the assurance that all expressed wishes of donors, as to the use of their funds, will be implicitly followed. The committee, on its part, will earnestly endeavor to adopt the most trustworthy and efficient agencies of distribution.

We heartily agree with what we presume is your own feeling, that faithful care should be taken that generous gifts to famine relief be not allowed to diminish regular contributions to Missionary Boards.

You will observe that Messrs. Brown Brothers & Co., 59 Wall street, have freely consented to receive and acknowledge all contributions sent to them. The channel of transmission, however, is incidental. The relief itself, generously given and most wisely distributed, is the supreme consideration. Yours sincerely,




WILLIAM E. DODGE, Chairman.

L. T. CHAMBERLIN, Ch'rn of Executive Com. JOHN CROSBY BROWN, Treasurer.




Selected.




The Bible rings with one long demand for obedience. The key-word of the book of Deuteronomy is, "Observe and do." The burden of our Lord's farewell discourse is, "If ye love me, keep my commandments." We must not question or reply or excuse ourselves. We must not pick and choose our way. We must not think that obedience in one direction will compensate for disobedience in some other particular. God gives one command at a time; if we obey this he will flood our souls with blessing, and lead us forward into new paths and pastures. But if we refuse, we shall remain stagnant and water-logged, make no progress in Christian experience, and lack both power and joy. F. B. MEYER.









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes.




Berlin -Rev. C. A. Payne, pastor, is making joyous prepar. ations to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary on Friday, June 8. We offer sincere congratulations to Brother Payne and his people.

Barneveld-Rev. A. H. Smith, pastor. Twenty-one new members received into church since the new pastor took the field. The Sunday-school is flourishing and new life is manitested in the various departments of the church work.

Bloomington-Rev. F. W. Schoenfeld, pastor, came to this field about three and a half years since, and found the church in discouraged condition, with a large debt resting upon it. Under his wise leadership the indebtedness has been paid and about $600 have been expended in improvements upon the church and parsonage. Fourteen united with the church at last communion and more are expected soon.

Brandon-Rev. R. Paton, pastor. The Brandon Sundayschool is enriched by the gift of a fine new library, by R. C. Kelly, who for years has been one of the main financial supporters of this church in all of its departments.

Bruce and Apollonia-Rev. F. B. Doe, pastor. Harmony and growth are resulting from the rallying of the forces here by Mr. Doe. These fields on the "Soo" are somewhat isolated. There is no church organization at Apollonia though there are hopeful prospects, and Bruce has not yet taken its place in the Convention fellowship of the churches.

Bristol and Paris-Pastor E. N. Andrews received, last week, three consignments of flowers from friends in his last parish, Peshtigo. On Sunday he brought to church and decorated the organ with a fine bouquet of arbutus, flowers which peep through the fallen leaves to see the disappearing snow. They grew two hundred miles away, north. He seen s to be an observer of nature, as he said during his sermon he had recogn zed eighteen different kinds of birds. I thinks he beats the boys.

Cumber and-is a fine opening for the right pastor who, it is hoped, is in view. Its men's club, under Dr. Babcock as president, is an efficient auxiliary. Under the leadership of Chairman H. C. Doolittle, with a corps of helpers, the Superior district convention was royally entertained here May 24-25. The floral decorations, the music by the choir, the ice cream served by the ladies at a social hour after the afternoon session, with the delicate home made and decorated souvenir booklets, all betokened an interested and efficient body of workers. If all this without pastoral leadership, what may not be hoped for wi h the right pastor at the head? The Sundayschool has purchased and furnished supplies for another Sunday-school at a distance. The Y. P. S. C. E. is aiding in the support of a foreign missionary. All departments will undoubtedly make up their Home Missionary apportionment before our year closes in September.

Emerald Grove-The last year of the century is proving a successful one for this church. Mr. Edwin Ralph, of Beloit college, has rendered efficient service since last October. The society has paid the amount assigned to it for Home Missionary work, and the Ladies' society have placed a fine new organ in the church-all of which is paid for and funds on hand to meet other expenses. The Sunday-school is in a flourishing condition and a pleasing feeling of harmony prevails in the community. Arrangements are nearly completed whereby the church expects to secure a settled pastor in the near future. E roy-Rev. W. M. Ellis, pastor. Beginning May 20, the pastor announces a series of sermons especially for young people, on Sunday evenings. I The Discovery of Life. II The Sources of Joy and Zest. III Independence, or Authority Within. IV Service, or Life's Utility (before the High school graduating class).

Endeavor-Pastor R. L. Cheney received four students to church membership May 6. He had received the mother of these young people twelve or more years before and as soon as she was received she turned and presented her children for baptism. So God brings faith to fruition. The Academy, though hard pressed, on account of the dearth of the Education society apportionment, is looking toward a most hopeful Commencement, and the new building is on the way.

Fond du Lac-Rev. Jos. H. Chandler, pastor. Mr. Chandler's sermon on The Responsibilities of Expansion, "A Sober Second-Thought," was published in the Commonwealth of May 18. The church lawn is to be graded and beautified and winding carriage drive constructed. Other improvements are under way, such as paper and carpeting the basement rooms. All lines of work are pushing forward. The young ladies, the "Priscillas," have the parlor improvements in charge. They have received a $50 gift from a friend. An old folk's concert netted $150 toward new hymn books.

Fox Lake-Rev. G. E. Gilbert, pastor. Of the regular con




gregation, it was recently noted that only one over ten years of age was not a church member. Brother Gilbert may need to "move his mill" to another station for more timber.

Libert, Webster and Manning- Mr. Harding R. Hogan, pastor, writes: Last Saturday (May 19) a young man drove fifty-two miles hunting me up to preach a funeral sermon. He at last found me and I drove thirty-four miles yesterday to conduct the service.

La Crosse - Rev. Henry Faville, pastor. Miss Bertha Reik is still successful as church missionary. The Ecumenical Conference was discussed at a Wednesday evening service. Nine were received to membership, May 6, including the pastor's son. Mr. T. E. Lawrence was delegate to the Trempealeau convention. Several others attended. A Sunday-school teacher's meeting is sustained at the close of prayer-meeting. Three Sunday-schools are carried on. Pastor Faville addressed the Winona Conference at St. Charles, May 15. Dr. Daniels, of the American Board, spoke in the church May 20, Recent sermon themes have been "The Reward of Lovers of the Church," Samuel, the Circuit Judge," "How to be Happy" and "Today."

Milwaukee Hanover Street-Rev. H. H. Jacobs, pastor. The church has been strengthened by the reduction of the reported membership nearly one-half, and by the thorough reorganization for activity in benevolent and other lines. The pastor's wife is a specially efficient helper in the church activi




ties.




May 13, Secretary Carter shared in the second Home Missionary rally of the year. This church proposes to reach its quota, which it has not done for years because of its debt (recently provided for) and for other reasons. This church has a reputation for unusually fine Sunday-school concerts. The one upon this May rally day was no exception. As the children and older ones marched down stairs to music, they depos ited their tent missionary boxes in a huge basket in front of the platform. These were found to contain nearly $23, swelled to about $27 by the evening offering, making the total up to date from all departments very near the $100 asked of this church.

Milwaukee Pilgrim Church-Rev. L. H. Keller, pastor. Rev. J. B. Davison occupied the pulpit on a recent Sunday morning presenting the work of the Sunday Rest Day association. Seven members were received at the May communion. The officers of the church gave a reception last month to the members of the church and congregation. Elaborate preparations were made for the occasion and the attendance was large. The Bible school has been reorganized and improved methods introduced. The pastor has an instruction class of twenty-five members which he meets once a week for the study of Christiun doctrine. A recent meeting was held at the park, lessons and lunch combined. Hon. J. W. Bass recently addressed a patriotic service on the theme, "Martyrs to Liberty and Truth." Rev. S. N. Mellard and Mrs. M. E, Grassie, president of the Woman's Missionary society, were chosen delegates to the Rochester convention.

Mount Sterling-This church, long inoperative, is taking on new life, under the leadership of Rev. M. J. Cameron, of Gays Mills. The old building is undergoing remodeling, with the expectation of a rededication with a reorganization in the near future.

Mount Zion-and outstations, Rev. John C. Challinor, pastor, are being strengthened in all lines of work. A new parsonage is being built and the field reorganized with promise of permanent growth toward self-support.

New Chester, Easton and White Creek-In mentioning last week the admirable and growing work manifest in these allied fields, our information was impersonal, and the year book of '99 gave no clue to their administration. We are pleased to be reminded that the faithful pastor of these churches is Rev. C. A. Chambers, formerly of Dartford. This shows the importance to us all of up-to-date year books, and their value to church clerks, pastors, registrars and editors.

Oshkosh First-Rev. E. H. Smith, pastor. Annual society meeting May 7. Total receipts for year $4,812. Disbursements, $4,800. Improvements and repairs-heating apparatus, gas and electric fixtures-$324.94. The motto of the society is "keep out of debt if possible." The Ladies' society reported receipts $261.49. Disbursements, $236.87. The Young Ladies' society, receipts, $1,271.19. Expenditures, $1,029.76. Y. P. S. C. E., receipts, $72.32. Expense, $60.22. Sunday school, receipts, $187.50. Expenditures, $190.78. "The Pilgrim" has cost $261.94 and more than paid for itself. The "people's" services are discontinued for the summer. The new church subscription pledges aggregate $30,000.

Prairie du Chien-Rev. W. A. Shaw, pastor. A remarkable revival of the long dormant work here is occurring under the stirring leadership of this new pastor. Fourteen were recently received into membership, with at least half as many more to follow.

Prentice-Rev. A. A. Martin, the outgoing pastor, has recently published a neat directory of the church, paid for by local advertisements. It contains a history of the town and church; a list of the sub-organizations and officers, the church covenant with the role of charter and of present members. It also contains pictures of the house of worship and parson









age with those of Supt. Grassie who was moderator of the organizing Council, and of Pastors J. H. Parsons and A. A. Martin. The Northeastern district convention was entertained May 22-23.




Sharon-Rev. W. H. Kent, supply. This church has called Mr. Kent, a theological student, of Chicago, to preside as pastor for a time. He has a singularly pleasing address and consecrated spirit. His sermon, May 20, on "Ye are the Light of the World" was forceful, full of apt illustrations and spiritual thoughts. At a union temperance meeting of three young people's societies at the Methodist church, on the evening of May 20, Mr. Kent spoke on "Alcohol from a Moral Point of View." His words rang true and strong, and thrilled the audience. The Methodist minister, Rev. William Clark, has invited Mr. Kent to occupy his pulpit Sunday evening, May 27, at a union service of the Methodist, Congregational and Lutheran churches. At a union temperance meeting before mentioned, Miss Edith Mason, teacher of the intermediate Endeavor class, read a paper on the "Relation of Alcohol to Business." "Alcohol and Politics" was presented by Miss Annabel Weeks, president of the Christian Endeavor society. "The Use of Alcohol from a Scientific Standpoint," by M. V. Dewite, M. D., was a scholarly effort by a medical practitioner and full of information. Prof. J. G. Skeels settled some vexed questions in regard to state and national law. Rev. Howell Davies has again been compelled to go to Madison for medical treatment for a serious chronic difficulty.




Spring Valley-Rev. W. A. Whitcomb, pastor. Several valuable acquisi tions to the working force of this church have been brought by the growth of the town. Pastor and Mrs. Whitcomb are making decided advance with the fine house of worship secured under the leadership of Pastor Wm. Short. The Boy's Brigade, under the oversight of Mrs. Whitcomb, drilled by Don Curry, is doing finely. The primary department of the Sunday-school with an enrollment of seventy-five, under the management of Mrs. Johns and her efficient co-laborers, is exceptionally interesting and profitable. A unique and important feature is a lookout committee of two, freshly appointed from each class each week, to look up the absentees of the Sabbath. Among new comers Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Colpitts are excellent helpers, he serving as Sunday-school superintendent. Mr. W. G. Spence, one of the main-stays from the begining, was obliged to spend six weeks in St. Paul hospital, but all rejoice at the prospect of his speedy return in reestablished health. He and his bride will be cordially welcomed to their places of helpfulness.




Stockbridge-Rev. Samuel Ruegg, pastor. General Missionary Dexter spent Sunday, May 6, here and in Quinney, baptizing five and admitting thirteen to membership including Pastor Ruegg. Good feeling prevails in church and community. The pastor is growing upon his people and being blessed in all good lines.




Trempealeau-Rev. W. A. Griffith, pastor, continues to send out her young people to bless the world, which disbands our choir. A new choir of twelve young ladies has been organized. Mr. Griffith has been invited to remain another year, and has begun work on his fifth year.

Viroqua-Rev. J. A. Stemen, pastor. A most successful and cheering annual supper and parish meeting, one hundred and fifty strong, was enjoyed on a re




TIME AND

SPACE

so many different directions.




are practically annihilated by the ocean cables and land telegraph systems which now belt the circumference of Old Earth in "Foreign parts" are no longer foreign in the old meaning of the term. Europe, Africa, Asia, are "next door" to us. What happens there to-day we know to-morrow-if we read THE CHICAGO RECORD, whose Special Cable Correspondents are located in every important city in the world outside of the United States. No other American newspaper ever attempted so extensive a service; and it is supplemented by the regular foreign news service of The Associated Press. For accurate intelligence of the stirring events which are shaking the nations-of wars and rumors of wars-of the threatening dissolution of old governments and the establishment of new-of the onward sweep of the race in all parts of the world-the one medium of the most satisfactory information is the enterprising, "up-to-date" American newspaper, THE CHICAGO RECORD.
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cent Monday evening. The Ladies society were the Marthas of the occasion and the feast was memorable. Mrs. Towner reported missionary offerings for the year of $60. Mrs. Wyman reported the Sunday-school in fine condition and all bills paid. Miss Edith Shanks reported the Y. P. S. C. E. members 51; contributions $153. Mrs. J. A. Stemen reported thirty juniors with liberal gifts to missions and church pledge. The Ladies' Aid, reported by Mrs. Nichols and Mrs. Chase, an active year and $700 receipts. The pastor's report showed the church membership 152; eleven funerals, (two deaths in the church) and five weddings for the year. Benevolence $375. The treasurer, Jos. Omundson, reported $1,431 receipts and all bills paid. Total receipts in all lines $2,800. $2,500 indebtedness on the new church is the only obligation outstanding. The absent list is to be reduced through correspondence. New officers were harmoniously elected.

West Green Bay-Rev. Peter Peterson, pastor, received three new members into the church (in April) and more are to follow. The Ladies' Aid society and the Sunday-school have been reorgan ized and plans are being matured for painting and papering the interior of the church building.

Williams Bay-Rev. H. A. Cotton. pastor. A lot with specifications for a building and the beginning of a fund are the result of the growing need of this thriving village. The plans for the building are being pushed. Here and at North Walworth, the associated point, the work is making progress. Mr. C. H. Macumber gave valuable assistance in special meetings during the spring.




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is ca led to the fact that the COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D.,




Sparta.




 Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J. O. Meyers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 





Who Wants a Chandelier?

Any church in need of a twelve or fifteen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C. H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.
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5,5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer 
investment can be found than our first mortgage. 


Iowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $20C up, are usually for a term of 5 years, 
interest semi-annnal, remitted without cost to lender 
in New York or 'hicago exchange. 


    Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving 
full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc. 





DARROW




Adress,
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Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
   the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 


Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





Emil Liebling.




Art Instruction by Robert Schade. 
Gymnasium, perfectly appointed and a 





Beloit College




Aims...




NORTH WESTERN
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To furnish an education of high grade West and North-West.




amid Christian influences favorable 
to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


teacher exclusively for physical train- In Equipment

ing, basket ball, tennis, boating, 
bowling. 


Elocution under Miss Mary P. Wilder. 
The year will open Sept. 19, 1900, 


in the elegant and commodious new 
buildings. Students are assigned 
rooms in order of application. Reg- 
istration is now being made. 


MISS E. C. SABIN, President




THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution

is vested in Beloit Coland the Academy will be kept in close reROCHESTER, lation to its spirit and work. It will make a WIS., specialty of fitting young Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to tea h.

Academy, lege,

To develop right character, thought-pow er and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write or circular and information to

C.A. FARNAM, Principal.




Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
sons Science Hall, containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Smith 
Observatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


The Academy




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


  Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 





For tickets and full information apply to agents of

Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 
                Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt 
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Auyone sending a sketch and description may. quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an Invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir culation of any scientific journal. Terms, 83 8 year; four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers

MUNN & Co.361 Broadway, New York

Branch Office, 625 St, Washington, C









THAT THEY MAY HAVE

MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY
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Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Plants

Their Business is Done in Four Departments. Engineering Department

Makes plans and specifications for Waterworks and Electric Lighting Plants, gives advice in lettings and supervises construction work. Satisfaction guaranteed, prices reasonable.

Contracting Department

Bids upon proposals for the construction anfi installation of Waterworks, Electric Light and Gas Ylants. Years of experience and trained talent give reliability to our work id this department.

Financing Department

Buys and sells bonds and other securities of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. Gives particuiar attention to refunding high rate securities.




Dep't of Negotiation and

Legal Advice.




Acts between cities and frauchise com panies, as arbitrators, appraisets and re ferees in contested cases. Makes a sp cialty in promoting the transfer of franchise plants te the ownership of mun cipalities. Experienced judgment, trained talent, and financial responsibility are elements that enter into all our work."




RIPON COLLEGE

This institution is one of the old and tried institution of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school in high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and of the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well, There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast. situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a mat




ron.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for physical culture are provided.

Expenses are Low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young people of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG,
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Chicago, Milwaukee&St. Paul Ry. Renew

Owns and operates 5,154 miles of 
   thoroughly equipped road. 
FIRST-CLASS 
      IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the 
             States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
  Missouri, Minnesota, 


South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


Forfurther information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

OUR CHURCH LIFE

As an Advertising Medium

The Following Testimony is Un




solicited:




"We are getting more inquiries from our ad. in OUR CHURCH LIFE than from any advertising we have done elsewhere." Ripon, Wis. DARROW INVestment Co., Corning, Iowa.




Your




Subscription




To




Our




Church




Life.




WISCONSING CENTRAL

LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE

No other state in the Union offers greater inducements for the locarion of industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundonce of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching marnets everywhere. Relible information will be cheerfully furnished upon application of W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for free illustrated pamphlet with maps to Frederick Abbot, Land Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAB. C. PONDGen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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How to Save an Egg.

Household philosophers have puzz'ed for ages over the problem, "How to Save an Egg." Some have suggested packing in brine. Some believe in line. Others affirm that cold storage is the only process. Practical men say the way to save an egg is to eat it when it is fresh. The hen knowns more than all of them. She knows that the way to save an egg is to hatch it.

There are tons of philosophy in this conduct of the hen. What wonder there is in that egg. The dome of the shell is put on in a way that rivals the work of an Angello. The inner linings are woven without seam throughout more wonderful than the finest fabric of man. The white is one of nature's purest foods and the golden sphere her richest. And then, most wonderful, there is the life spot the germ of an infinitely intricate and unapproachable plan, the child of aeons, and the potential future of a race;-all utterly staggering the intellect of man. And the hen alone knows how to save it. She says "I'll hatch it."

Have we any lesson to learn from the egg? Within us there is a life potential. Small philosophers have been wondering how to save this life. One says, "Gold is good. Pack it in Gold." Another says, "Wines are good. Preserve it in Spirits." And another "Pleasures preserve. Immerse life in pleasure."




"ExGive chill




But there was a philosopher who said. cept a man be born from above." Hatch it. warmth and truth and love, keep from it the of greed. Let it not be broken or consumed for transient purposes, and there will develop a soul life for eternity.

Are there few that be saved? Most eggs are lost. Many are broken, some spoil. Few are hatched. Most love their lives and lose them. Few lose their lives and find them. The eggs of the market are the lost ones. They serve a purpose, but not the purpose. The eggs that are saved, are the spoiled ones,-at least spoiled for the market. They lose their life that they may find it.

The men of the market, of pleasure, of self are the lost ones. They serve a purpose,—but not the real purpose. Gold and spirit and social pleasures keep them for a while. They save this part of life, but they lose the other,―the real life. Men not of the market, men of prayer, men of communion. men of heavenly love, men of selfsurrender,-men born from above,-these are the 'saved' ones.
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There is a life germ in every man which unless thwarted will expand in him bringing him to his true destiny. Let the warmth of the brooding Spirit of heaven rest upon it.

God has not reached his climax yet in you. We are only in the germ of an immortal soul, Fear
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No. 9.




not God's ability to bring the outcome, but fear lest by any chilling blast of avarice or envy or pride or self indulgence you kill the germ. Desire and pray and labor that the God-planned potentiality in you may through his power and your humble partnership reach its joyful consummation. "Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. F. T. R.




Father Haughton.

I have been asked by some friends of my father, Rev. Wm. Haughton, and admirers of his poems, to write a brief sketch of his life and his work in Canada his early home, and Wisconsin where he has now been residing for some thirty years.

I suppose this very pleasant task has been given me as his oldest child, and indeed I think I have entered into his inner life, perhaps more than any other of his children.

Wm. Hau hton came to Canada with his father's family in, or near 1844. They settled in Simcoe county, very near the beautiful lake of that name. Among other members of the family, were two boys, William the elder, and Samuel the younger. Wm. took naturally and early to books and study, while Samuel took to farming. The father and mother were very pious-kept an open house for all ministers who came to labor among the settlers of that locality, and although they were communicants of the established church of England, their house was also open to, and a hearty welcome given to ministers of the M. E. church, and to all others who needed a resting place.

A young minister of the established church, Rev. George Bourn, became a friend and admirer of the lad William, loaned him books, especially theological, and aided him in his study of the classics. He also encouraged him in his poetical efforts, for my father had been writing fugitive poems for the local newspapers while yet not more than fifteen or sixteen years old. He was, indeed, a lover and worshipper of nature-spent whole days in the grand old woods, by lake or streams.

He idolized Shakespeare, Scott and Burns, and it was a joy to lay aside dry and musty theologies of the church fathers, and laugh with nature in her joyous moods.

When about eighteen years of age he left upper or western Canada for the lower Province where an elder brother and sister lived, and where he continued his studies for some time with a view to enter the ministry of the church of England, and which in after years he failed to do, owing I believe to some change in his theological opinions. He married a young girl who was a near neigh
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The Great Oberlin Reunion,




June 22-27 inclusive, witnessed a gathering unprecedented even for Oberlin, in numbers, enthusiasm and benefit.

The great tent seating nearly 3,000 was packed




at session after session.




Over 1,600 alumni and friends were served at the dinner on the campus under the elms, with three hours of after dinner speeches following in the packed tent with an unfailing supply of good fellowship and enthusiasm. No funds were solicited at the reunion, but the report was given of the endowment fund raised by classes, in which none of the specially large givers had participated, but which, although not yet complete, amounted to over $82,000, with over $20,000 of the amount already paid in "The Living Endowment Plan," proposed by Prof. A. W. Burr, of Beloit, was heartily adopted.

was fine. The The weather though warm grounds were beautifully decorated each evening with hundreds of Japanese lanterns, strung in radiating festoons even to the top of the flagstaff. College colors and college yells were in evidence in abundance. Besides regular Commencement exercises were the grand "welcome" opening Friday evening. A torchlight procession with fireworks Saturday evening, the great sermons, including the baccalaureate sermon by President Barrows and missionary addresses, with the marvelous audiences and choirs upon the Sabbath, the patriotic session with Gov. Nash, Gen. Cox and the remnant of old "Company C," an educational session, with representatives of Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Cornell, Chicago, Ann Arbor and other great institutions, and a glorious culmination on the last two evenings in the Oratorio of Elijah rendered with marvelous power by Prof. F. B. Rice, and the "Musical Union" of over 190 trained voices, assisted by a quartette of soloists from outside.

The warmth of fellowship matched the weather in class and society reunions, general receptions, and most of all in the personal and also in the




ance of over 1,300 last year, graduates this year numbering 90, and 500 already in correspondence concerning the next Freshmen class, assuring the largest entering class of its history) was shown to be rooted and grounded in the prayers, principles and faith of the fathers, and the expanding life of the present had the "Oberlin Idea" and the "Oberlin Spirit" strong and true.

Of course reminiscenses were numerous and varied in honor of Presidents Mahan and Finney and of Dr. Brand, as well as of others. It was a benediction to see again the benevolent face and to hear the kindly voice of President Fairchild, now It was showing the infirmities of his 83 years. agreed that President Barrows and the new Dean, Miss Alice Luce, Ph. D. had come to the kingdom for such a time as this, to lead the Oberlin of a glorious past to a more glorious future.

There were present at the reunion from Wisconsin, Prof. Clark, of Ripon; Mrs. W. Jeffries and Miss C. Vanakin, of Janesville; Misses Palmer, Partridge and Bedford with Secretary Carter and his family of Beloit; Miss Warner, of Windsor; Miss Marsh, of Rochester; Rev. and Mrs. H. F. Obenhaus, of Prescott, and Rev. W. A. Gerrie, C. temporarily (!) in Minnesota.




The India Famine.

The still desperate conditions in India are clearly stated in the following note just issued by the Christian Herald, N. Y., in conuection with an illustrated pamphlet which should be seen if you are taking an offering for this need:

Dear Friend:-The half has not been told in the enclosed pamphlet. Our courage has failed us to present all the shocking details. Every time the

clock strikes the hour it tolls the death knell of at least five hundred victims in India who have died for the want of a crust. The cable operates quickly and your contribution today may save scores, hundreds, yes, thousands of lives tomorrow. Twenty dollars will support a thousand lives for one day. A thousand dollars will save as many for two months. Two dollars will save a life until the next harvest, and that practically means that is will save it for good. We cable free of expense all you contribute. What will you give? What thou doest do quickly, for the Master's business requires haste.




large daily morning prayer reunions. A unique 
exercise was the breaking of the ground for the 
outline of the new gymnasium, donated by Dr. S. 
 C. Warner, done with pick and spade by students 
 and alumni. Every possible provision, carried 
 out in an astonishingly successful way, was made 
 for the enjoyment and profit of all, from a base- 
 ball game between the Alumni and College nines, 
 a concert by the old Oberlin Glee club and an organ 
 recital, to the unveiling of the plate for the gate of House, New York City. 


the fence about the "Historic Elm" where the 
 first comers to the Oberlin wilderness in April, 
1833, prayed and built the first log cabin to be- 
 gin the town and the college. It was abundantly 
 clear that the "Historic Elm" was not the only 
praying spot of those founders of Oberlin, and 
 that prayer had not ceased with the beginnings. 


The "new Oberlin," with its fine buildings, its great growth and various additions (an attend
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Please address contributions and inquiries to the India Famine Relief Work. Under the direction of "The Christian Herald." Offices: Bible




Ninety-eight from outside the village were in attendance at Rochester for Milwaukee convention, May 28-29. They were royally entertained in the homes and at the Academy dining hall.

Mrs. Brace arose as one of the two living charter members of the Rochester church organized sixty years ago.









Fifty Years at Berlin.

It was in 1850 that the well-known Indian missionary, Cutting Marsh, having closed his work at Stockbridge, came across Lake Winnebago and entered upon a home missionary campaign of church organizing. One of his earlier efforts that year was at "Strong's Landing"-now Berlin, where a church of thirteen members was organized in June 1850. Its first pastor was Rev. J. B. Preston, and its first house of worship, built the next December, 24 feet by 42, and put up in four weeks, was ceiled inside and packed between Walls with sawdust. It cost $350 and was known as "the sawdust church," The modern brick structure, erected something over a year ago, is the second of its lineal descendents.

A neat program, illustrated with cuts of the second and third buildings, announced the Jubilee services which occured June 6-10.

Beginning on Wednesday evening the History of the Prayer-meetings was presented by Mr. Wm. Bannerman and the Missionary History of the Church, by Mrs. A. H. Pickert, followed by various reminiscences.

Friday p. m.-the anniversary day-after devotional services, letters and greetings from former members were presented. A historical paper"Our Church During its Fifty years," was read by Mrs. H. D. Sears, and was greatly enjoyed. Then followed "Memories of Years Gone By," by Rev. N. T. Blakeslee, of Milwaukee (pastor 1879-1881) and an address on "The Worth of the Church," by Rev. H. L. Richardson, of Racine, a son of this church. Greetings followed from sister churches. The intermission was pleasantly occupied with supper and a social hour in the church parlor. At 7:30 o'clock the devotional services of the evening were blended with a Te Deum by the choir and a solo, "I Will Extol Thee," by Miss Devendorf. Rev. Judson Tits work, D. D., preached a strong sermon on the exercise of faith and hope in the world's present theological and moral trend.

On Sunday morning, with jubilant music and other worshipful exercises, the anniversary ser mon was preached by Rev. M. N. Preston, late of Hinsdale, Ill., a son of the first Berlin pastor, whose boyhood was passed in Berlin.

A Children's Day service was held at noon with recitations, greeting song, baptisms, cradlecradleroll song, and other services of interest. A hymn was sung, written by Mrs. Ralph Emerson. Pastor Payne and his people are to be warmly congratulated.




To Every Pastor.




It goes without saying, we trust, that your people are purposing to make an offering this year for Christian Education-which practically and primarily means a lift for our three academies for current running expenses.

Certainly no church should neglect to do so. If what was planned at the last state convention is to be done, these offerings must be made




and distributed before the second week in September.

Our three academies have loyally withdrawn all their solicitors and agents from the general field, ceased making appeals for current expense and trustfully thrown themselves upon the good will and care of the churches, as they were requested to do.

We must not dissappoint their confidence.

Already their "hope deferred" in the delay of such greatly needed appropriations has made




their hearts sick.




The plan is, first, that all such funds shall pass through and be credited by the treasury of the American Education society, secondly, that designated offerings-and afterward undesignated offerings, if needed-shall be so bestowed that Ashland Academy shall have the full sum of $1,200, Rochester $800 and Endeavor $600.

The entire amount for us to raise for this end is

only $2,600, unless we do more—as we have often done and can easily do-to farther secure the item of student aid, and help other states and the new west. $2,600-scarcely more than a dime apiece for all our Wisconsin church membership-would pay up the long-waiting teachers and send our academies on their joyous way. We ought to be able to raise the full 33% cents average per member, asked by our committee in January.

Let us do it. It is easy to do, and it means much to the Academies. Let us make it the very first thing after summer vacations, if not earlier.

The best and speediest way is for each church, in sending its offerings, to designate a certain Academy as its beneficiary; or better, to request that it be divided between the three, in the ratio of 6, 4 and 3. In case any Academy should have more than its share designated, it is understood that the proportion shall be evened up by the treasurer in Boston, though it would be well to notify Prof. Burr, of Beloit, chairman of the state committee, when your offering is made. All such Academy funds should be promptly sent to S. F. Wilkins, Esq., 612 Congregational House, Boston. DON'T WAIT TILL THE END OF THE YEAR!




Rest Day Notes.




The Abstract of Laws on Moral Subjects, intemperance, the Sabbath, gambling, obscenity, etc., is ready, after long delay, a book of thirtytwo pages, 2 cents each; 30 cents a dozen; $1.00 per hundred. If any-one who has ordered them does not receive them, and whoever desires them, please write at once to Rev. J. B. Davison, 160 Harmon St., Milwaukee.

The gifts of Congregationalists to the Sunday Rest Day Association have been much less than in former years, probably because all are so interested in the forward Home Missionary movement. But the gift of Secretary Carter, and the assurance from Dr. Leavitt that Beloit church will send its gift at the regular time, show that they who are most zealous for Home Missions do not wish this society, that asks so very little, neglected; for that little is imperatively needed.









bor in Canada West, and to whom he was deeply attached from his boyhood, Margaret Armstrong, the "Maggie" of so many of his earlier poems. The marriage occurred near the close of the yearI think Nov. 17, 1848, before he was twenty-one, or his child-wife was seventeen-though four years apart in age, they have their birthday the fifth of May. For more than half a century they have lived lovingly and happily together. They have known many sorrows, and many joys, but live in hope of an unending union, when, for a while, they are parted here.

My father wrote in his earlier years for several Canadian newspapers and magazines under the nom de plume "Sylvicola"-was well known and greatly admired. I think he was at his best in songs of nature, and of the affections. He wrote several national pieces and special songs to be set to music at the request of friends. I do not know whether his poems may or may not stand the test of time, but I do know that he will live in the heart of our mother his faithful wife, and of all his loving children, of whom there were twelve, but now eight-four having gone home to God.

My father came to Wisconsin in the fall of the year in which President Lincoln was assassinated, leaving his family yet in Canada. His objective point was St. Paul, but meeting some old friends in Wisconsin, he settled in LaCrosse county, where he taught school, sending for his family in the fall of the next year. He remained in La Crosse county, for some years, teaching public schools and special classes for teachers, and being also active in church work. At the request of some ministers, friends of his, he came to Vernon county in the spring of 1872-was ordained to the ministry of the Baptist church on the twenty-fourth of May of that year. For twenty-five years he has worked faithfully for his God, and has not been without his harvests.

He settled in Viroqua, and at the request of some friends accepted the principalship of Viroqua Graded and High school, which position he held for four years. He was then elected superintendent of schools for Vernon county, which he held for five years. During these years, indeed for ten years, he was pastor of the Congregational church of Viroqua. In 1884 he was called to the pastorate of Sterling and DeSoto churches in Vernon county, and which he faithfully and efficiently served for fourteen years. Worn out in the service of the public, and nearing his three score and ten, he was glad to accept the position of librarian in Viroqua public library, offered him by his friends and for which he is well fitted. It is indeed a quiet and pleasant haven for him in his declining years.

My father has written many short poems, and published many, especially in "The Weekly Wisconsin" of Milwaukee and in "Our Church Life," edited by the Rev. S. T. Kidder; and published under the auspices of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin.

He has received many kind letters of approval, and many words of approbation from those




whom his poems have helped and comforted. Never seeking to soar beyond his abilities, he has written from the heart, and so has reached the hearts of others. He is courteous, unassuming and gentle in his intercourse with all, and well beloved by his children.

Some years ago a small volume of his earlier poems was published in Viroqua by his son-in-law, Col. Henry Casson, then editor and proprietor of "The Veron County Censor." The little book is now out of print. My father has many friends who have clipped and kept his poems from the papers in which they were printed.

My father is a true Christian, loyal, warm hearted friend, and has made many friends wherever he has lived. In his Christan ministry, and in the house of mourning he was ever ready to extend sympathy-having known sorrow himself, he knew how to comfort the afflicted and reach the heart. The needy or distressed who came to him never left his door empty handed. As a parent he is kind and affectionate, and idolized by his family, and we, his children, cherish the hope that some day, it may be when tongue and pen are silent, his poems may be gathered and published. Whether they do, or do not, his children will see that they are preserved and cherished. MARY HAUGHTON BROWN.

Viroqua, Wis., June 6, 1900.




"Good Morn."




"Good night," she said, and sweetly smiled, Then slumbered to her rest,

As drops to sleep a weary child 
 Upon the mother's breast. 


We watched beside her till the dawn, 
  And when the day was born, 


No curtain from her couch was drawn, 
 And there was no "good morn." 


The day grew deeper on the hill; 
  The lav'rock hailed the light, 
But she we loved was silent still, 
  Her lips were cold and white; 
But surely there's some happier sphere 
  Where life will be newborn, 
And she, dear heart, so voiceless here, 
  Has somewhere said "good morn." 
For love abides and faith is strong, 
  And hope can see afar, 


And we can almost hear her song 
  Across the harbor bar. 
We'll dream of that fair land of light 
  Where angel life is born; 


We'll treasure still her last "good night," 
 And wait her sweet "good morn.' 





Heart Love.




-WILLIAM HAUGHTON.




I've seen Thy glory in the stars, 
 O Thou, the Love Supreme! 
Thy promise in the rainbow bars, 
  Thy beauty by the stream; 
Thy goodness in the morning mist 
  That swathes the hills with light, 
And in the waves of amethyst 
  That drench the steps of night. 


But when Thou didst Thyself impart, 
  'Twas by no outward sign- 
O Jesus, Jesus! 'twas my heart 
 Which apprehended Thine. 


Thou speakest through the summer's bloom 
 And breath of violets,- 


No fledgeling slumbers in the gloom 
 Thy tender love forgets. 


I know the way Thou takest now

My utter trust to win

A brother's hand upon my brow;

A brother's voice within.

But when Thou wouldst Thy love impart

Or whisper peace to me

O Jesus, Jesus! 'tis my heart

Which knows and welcomes Thee.




WM. HAUGHTON.









BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief-SAMUEL T. Kidder, Ripon. 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Special Contributors, 1900— 


Rev. ROBERT PATON, Brandon. 
REV. A. E. LEONARD, Menasha. 
REV. F. C. BLISS, Plymouth. 


REV. L. E. OSGOOD, Sturgeon Bay, 
REV. J. LLOYD SMITH, Birna nwood. 
REV. J. G. SMITH, Tomah. 


REV. W. M. SHORT, Evansville. 
REV. J. F. EATON, D. D., Rochester. 
REV. GEO. C. LOCHRIDGE, Elkhorn. 


M. T. DILL, Esq., Prescott.

REV. JULIUS PARSONS, Roberts.

REV. FRED STAFF, Fort Atkinson.

REV. T. ROUSE, Appleton.

D. L. WIGGINS, ESQ, Ashland. 
REV. JOHN GIBSON, Washburn. 


Advisory Committee




The Chairmen of the Ten District Home Missionary 
Committees. 





Heads of Departments




Church News, Reviews and Exchange -REV. S. T. 
   KIDDEK, Ripon. 


C. S. S. and P. S.-SUPT. GEORGE C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MI's Lucy E. Walker, Milton 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE. Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 


Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E., 
Colleges and Academies, 
Temperance, Sociology, 
Sabbath observances, etc. 





In charge of the sev- 
eral standing com- 
mittees of the State 
Convention.* 





*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR Church Life, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y H. W. Carter. Beloit.
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If any church is approaching its 50th anniversary or has other occasion to be looking up its earlier history, and finds records vague and imperfect and personal testimonies beyond reach for the events of half a century ago, we can point them to a bonanza of reference where churches began as home missions (as most of them did) in the files of quarterly reports and missionary correspondence preserved in the archives of the C. H. M. S. at New York. We discover that with due guaranty of safe return, these can be borrowed and copied. A vast amount of authentic early Wisconsin history is there enshrined.




Do not fail to read with care the article in this issue, headed "To Every Pastor." If any of our pastors or people have come to believe that the High school of today is a satisfactory substitute for the Christian Academy, and that the latter is no longer needed let him read in Vol. II of the U. S. Report of the Commissioner of Education for 1896-7, page 1183, the closing words of an address by President S. C. Bartlett, L. L. D., on the New England Academy.




A careful perusal of the June issue of the "Child ren's Home Finder," representing the Wisconsin Children's Home society (of which the late Prof. Blaisdell was president) ought to put all our churches fully on their guard against giving aid and comfort to a certain "American Home Finding Association," of Chicago, whose agents and methods and management are open to serious question, if not rank condemnation, but which has been insinuating its way into our state and taking funds out of the state by apparantly fictitious representatives.




A new copy of Webster's International Dictionary as advertised in Our Church Life for sale at a bargain. Inquire of Beloit office.




The outlook at this writing is very dark for our missionaries beleaguered in Pekin, if indeed they have not already met a horrible fate. Word has been received, we understand, of the safety of Dr. Henry Porter and his wife and Dr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Smith. Among those in Pekin are included Miss Luella Miner-a Wisconsin girl-who We are sorry up to this date, to have received won all our hearts at the Antigo convention, and no reports of either the Welsh or Scandinavian




Rev. W. S. Ament, who visited a considerable group of our parishes, to our great joy, in 1897. May God be merciful and may light arise out of this deep darkness.




The passing of Dr. Storrs and Prof. Park have drawn forth warm and heartfelt tributes on every




Association meet to present to our readers. We hope their registrars will favor us with such brief reports by next month.




It is not too early to remind you all that the state convention meets in Green Bay next September.









Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis- Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
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The seventeenth annual meeting of the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union will be held at Green Bay, during the third week in September, in connection with the annual meet ing of the Congregational convention. The exact place and time of meeting will be given later. An important question to be decided at this meeting is that of changing both time and place of future meetings, to correspond with the change already made by the Wisconsin Branch of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Interior. We wish very much for a general expression of the sentiment concerning this change, both by delegates to the annual meeting, or by written communication from those unable to be represented. Every Woman's Missionary society, or missionary department of Woman's Union, coutributing to the homeland work through the Woman's Home Missionary Union is entitled to representation. Let us have a good full meeting.




The treasurer's book shows total receipts for nine months of the year to be $1,880.84. The amount aimed for is $3,500. Can we raise this balance in the next two and a half months? Please remember that the treasurer's books close Sept. 15, and in order to have your contributions reported for this year, they must be in her hands by that time.

The receipts for "expense fund" have not been quite sufficient to meet the necessary expenses for the year. If the five cents fee per member has not been sent for your society please make it a part of your next remittance, so that we may have a clear record. MRS. E. G. Updike.




Missionary Rally at Evansville.

On Thursday afternoon and evening of June 7, the Missionsionary societies of Beloit district held a rally at Evansville. The old gray church, surrounded by stately maples, looked beautiful in the June sunshine. Within, a profusion of flowers spoke a welcome to all who entered.

Mrs. Olds, for twelve years secretary of Beloit district, pre-· sided. The opening service led by Mrs. Carter, of Beloit, was unusually impressive-the possibilities and privileges of prayer. A cordial welcome from the Evansville auxiliary was extended by Mrs. Colton and was responded to by Mrs. Moore, of Edgerton.

One of the most interesting hours was that conducted by Mrs. Dixon, of Beloit, when reports were heard from the different churches concerning the work carried on by auxiliaries, Young Ladies', Christian Endeavor and Children's societies. Those societies which were represented had many encouraging words. Many have raised their apportionment for the state work; generous amounts have been sent toward the India relief fund; and the regular amounts are being contributed for the work abroad. Some shares and half shares are already taken for the Century fund. Different methods of work were discussed and letters read from auxiliaries not represented. The Whitewater auxiliary is now holding its monthly meeting in connection with the Thursday evening prayer-meeting and thus reaching a larger proportion of the church.

At the close of these reports a motion was made and seconded that hereafter the missionary societies of Beloit district hold regularly an annual meeting separate from the Beloit convention. After some discussion this was carried. It was the desire, however, that interest in the convention aud attendance upon its sessions should continue as formerly.

Mrs. Dennison, of Janesville, presented the Century Call. In addition to the regular contribution of $80,000 the woman of the interior are asked to raise as a century offering of $20,000, to be used in erecting much need buildings; sending out new missionaries and starting new work. It is but business policy to keep any enterprise in good running condition, and to add new equipment as occasion demands.

Miss Jeffris, of Janesville, gave a most interesting account of the origin and growth of the "Loani" society. Starting with eight girls, it now has a membership of fifty and contributes $150 to missionary work,

The Children's hour was conducted by Mrs. Hutton, of Whitewater. A paper read by Mrs. Clark, of Evansville, gave an account of the work done by the Wee Folks' band in that place.

At the conclusion of the afternoon program a bountiful supper was served by the Evansville ladies on the lawn between the church and parsonage.

The evening session, after devotional exercises, was opened by Mrs. Updike, of Madison, who spoke of the different mis-, sionary societies connected with our church. The American Board, the oldest and strongest of the number; the Congregational Home Missionary society; the A. M. A. and the others, each with its peculiar and much needed work. When the paper was concluded all in the room felt that they had a broader and stronger grasp upon the real work the church is doing. Miss Anne Sewell, of Stoughton, gave an encouraging view of the work accomplished during the past twenty-five years, and Mrs. Leavitt, of Beloit, very appropriately closed the meeting with a paper of a devotional nature.

Songs by different friends added very much to the meeting, aud the delegates returned to their homes with new courage and added zeal in this great work for the Master. MRS. F. L. MOORE.









Reviews and Exchanges.




MESSRS. MCCALLA AND Co., of Philadelphia, suggest that our recent review of their new hymn-book, "Heavenly Sunlight" was misleading. They write: "It may interest you to know that, to date, we have sold over 15,000 copies, proving that it pleases the people, either on account of its quality or price or both."




CATALOGUE OF MILWAUKEEe-Downer ColLEGE, 1900-1901. A finely arranged and printed compendium of the fine work and facilities of this school for girls. It enumerates a faculty of twenty in all, a board of thirty-one trustees and a large student body. It contains fine cuts of Holton and Merrill Halls.




YEAR-BOOK OF CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 1899-1900, finely illustrated with views of all its buildings, giving full details of its work, a list of its superb faculty of sixteen, various courses of instruction and register of students-a total of 120 in all departments, representing 20 states and more than 80 colleges or seminaries.




GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS-Speech of Hon. John C. Spooner, of Wisconsin, in the United States senate, May 22-24, 1900-a compendium of the typical expansionist view, profusely interrupted by the populist opposition.




PURE FOOD LEGISLATION. Speech of Hon. Wm. E. Mason, in the senate May 2, 1900-an inspiration for people who are worrying over the alum in their saleratus and the chickory in their coffee.




THE NEW REVIVAL Address by Rev. Quincy L. Dowd, of Winnetka, Ill. (formerly in Wisconsin) at the Illinois State Association, Oak Park, May 23, 1900. The new revival is defined in somewhat prophetic-not to say a priori form, as a resultant of the new theology, the new criticism, the new socialism and the new needs of the day. "The new revival," he says, "will show a new kind of Christians, i. e., a better grade of ethical Christian thought and fuller character in the convert." May God send us any kind of a revival, new or old, that will bring such things to pass.




THE CHRISTIAN CYNOSURE (marked) is the May number of that journal devoted to the abolition of secret societies, which is mainly given to the opinions of prominent pastors, editors and educators of Chicago and vicinity on the secret society question (with half-tone cuts of many of the writers, perhaps to add force to their arguments) but so evenly divided between the pros and the cons that one's view is hardly cleared for a final decision, whatever his preconception.




A PAPER, AND A SUPPLIMENTARY STATEMENT, submitted to the Board of Directors of Chicago Theological Seminary, by Prof. George H. Gilbert, the former Dec. 7, and the latter May 7. Prof. Gilbert's position and plea relative to his writings that have been pronounced heterodox, are clearly set forth. They show a candid spirit and a pleasing earnestness, though many will have hard work to agree with their logic. We have no time nor wish to enter into the controversy.

REV. JAS. A. BLAISDELL, of Olivet, Mich., sends his people the current admirable leaflet on "Our Six Societies," in his own binding, with characteristic cover hints for use, beginning: "This booklet is not for everybody. It is only for those who believe they go this way but once and therefore wish to do all the good they can by the way." Send to him for a specimen.




ST. PETER'S MAGAZINE is the St. Barnabas' day issue of the parish paper of St. Peter's church, Ripon, giving various parish notes, etc. It is well devised and edited.




EXCHANGES.




CURRENT HISTORY, (Current History Co., Boston, $1.50 per year) is the monthly cyclopedic review to which we have often called attention, and which has no rival or substitute of its kind and worth. It enables one to digest the ill-digested matter of the daily papers. It covers all the world of current events, International, American, European, Asiatic, African, as well as science religion and miscellany. The South African war occupies prominent space in the June issue followed by a resume of the general European and far eastern situation. Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii, Guam and the Philippines are well treated under the "American Colonial Problem." Full and careful indexes make its volumes finely available on the study table. Every literary man needs it.




THE LIVING AGE (Living Age Co., Boston, weekly, $6.00 per annum). A recent number contains French Views of Enggland, by F. Brumtiere; The White Sheep of Norway (poem) by Nora Hopper; The Literary Inspiration of Imperialism, Scottish Review; Woman's Brain, by Alex Sutherland; Colon




ial Memories, by Lady Broome; America and the Continent, Spectator; and The Vogue of Reminiscences, Academy. The Living Age is too standard a journal and too widely appreciated to require special endorsement.




JULY LADIES' HOME JOURNAL. "The Fashionable Summer Resorts of the Century" is a feature of the July Ladies' Home Journal, especially interesting from the glimpse it gives of the social life of these places at times when they were considered accessible only to the rich. "The Girl Who Fought in the Bevolution" is the story of a young women who battled for the cause of liberty on the field and made innumerable conquests of female hearts. She enlisted as a man and wore the uniform of a soldier. A contribution to the July Journal that will find a universal welcome is Ernest Seton-Thompson's dramatization of "Wild Animals I Have Kno wn," in which the author's friends of forest and plain are impersonated by children. Edward Bok writes of "The American Nan and the Country," "An American Mother" writes on "Is a College Education the Best for our Girls?" and Edward B. Rawson on "Letting Children Rust in Summer." "A Missionary in the Great West," "The Autobiography of a Girl," "The Voice in the Choir," and "The Story the Doctor Told" are all interesting features. Howard Chandler Christy's page drawing shows "The American Girl at her Sports," There are numer ous other pictorial features. The practical, helpful articles of the July Journal are timely. By The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar a year; ten cents a copy.




THE CHURCH ECONOMIST for June is full of midsummer ideas and hints for practice, for all engaged in church work, both as to methods and apparatus. It tells how to do things and how other churches of various denominations are solving modern problems. It is a unique journal, admirably printed and conducted. If you have not seen it, send to The Church Economist, 111 Fifth Ave,, N. Y., for a specimen, and you will straightway be a subscriber.




THE COMMONS for June has two poems by Horace Spencer Fiske, the Chicago poet (Beloit class of 1882), now in Chicago University. Miss Jane Addams writes on the Labor Museum at Hull House.




A correspondent in the AMERICAN CHURCHMAN (Fond du Lac) employes the startling heading "On the Down Grade" for a comment on the proposition to transfer Andover Seminary to Harvard.




THE PLYMOUTH WEEKLY gives full and interesting accounts of the Olivet (Mich.) Commencement,




THE NORTHWESTERN MAIL heads its report of the Election of John G. Woolley as Prohibition candidate for president, "The Enthronement of a Christian Conscience." It also presents an illustrated account of the new Monona Lake Tabernacle,




THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL EVANGEL (St. Louis) for July comes out in dazzling scarlet cover,suggestive of fire-crackers. The Evangel is the western organ of the International Sundayschool organization. It is giving fine illustrated articles on The Orient. It is ably edited and contains the best of lesson helps for all grades.

COLLEGE DAYS (Ripon) issues a fine souvenir number for Commencemeut. giving fine pictures of Hon. O. H. Ingram, Ingram Hall of Science, Prof. F. M. Erickson, with his letter from Athens, the football and basket-ball teams, the College Days staff for the year the Ecolian, society etc.




Our contemporary, THE NEBRASKA CONGREGATIONAL NEWS has just published its "April" number, explaining that it is "issued June 21, 1900." It is very hot for April, brother. Why cling so tenaciously to the past?




Resolution on Sunday-school Training.

PASSED AT THE WINNEBAGO CONVENTION.

Forasmuch, as during the discussion at the Suuday-school hour the sentiment was strongly against the International Lesson system, and

Forasmuch as the motion was made and carried that the efforts of the Joint Sunday-school Committee of Michigan and Wisconsin be endorsed, therefore

Be it Resolved, That we, the members of the Winnebago convention of Congregational churches in Wisconsin in convention assembled at Kewaunee, June 6, 1900, do hereby place ourselves on record as endorsing the minutes adopted by the Joint Sunday-school committee of Michigan and Wisconsin at Chicago, Dec. 13, 1899, and as desiring to co-operate with the committee In its efforts to increase the intellectual and spiritual efficiency of the Sundayschool.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D., Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
         Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris, 





District Missionaries REV. F. N. Dexter, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. Executive Committee. REV. G. R. LEAVITI, D. D. Rev. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS. Meets monthly. Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D.. J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, G. H. RAY, Rev. Joseph CoLLIE, D. D., REV GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, Rev. S. T. Kidder, REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, RFv. J W. WHITE, REV. H. DAVIES, REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD.




Financial Statement for June, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Arena 2nd, $5.64; Arena 2nd L. M. S., $6.86; Auroraville, $10; Bear Vallev, $5.61; Black Earth, $16; Boscobel, $18.75; Burlington, $40.17; Edgerton, $26.85; Hillsboro, $50; Ithaca, $9; Lone Rock, $9 51; Maple Ridge, $5.07; Menomonie, $15 38; Milwaukee Bohemian, $10: Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $113.01; North Walworth, $10 99; Pittsville, $1; Prentice, $17; Rochester, $2; Stoughton, $1; Tomahawk, $6.31; Two Rivers, $2.50; West Superior, $3 75; Williams Bay, $10.56. Total...




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.




Friends, Paris, Wis.............




.$ 396.96




11.00
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A statement of the standing of your church as to the Home Missionary apportionment has been sent. Every failure to reach the amount asked throws added burden upon others and endangers the work to the same degree. A strong pull, together, to the end of September is all that can win the victory honorably. Self-support is assured. The returns will determine whether it is to be in a healthful or a harmful way. Extras from individuals and churches will be essential at the best. Let us not be weary in well doing.




The C. H. M. S. at Detroit.

The anniversary of this great society at Detroit, June 5-7, closed at white heat over Superintendent Loyal L. Wirt and his Alaskan work.

Most of the audience seconded the motion of Judge Perry by voluntarily remaining, after the program was completed, till after 10:30 at night for an extra half hour of Superintend. ent Wirt's story, although another extra section had been sandwiched into the morning session. In spite of all that has been written on the subject, it was of intense interest to see this short, stocky, black haired, smooth-faced, modest, self-pos. sessed hero and to hear the marvelous story from his own lips, with the graphic descriptions and the pathetic and humorous allusions frequently thrown in. Our prayers go with the little hero as he returns to the "church-reading room-hospital,' replacing the one that was shipwrecked in sight of its location, and to the heroic "little wife" with her two boys and the little group of faithful co-laborers, who couldn't know for seven months from the time Brother Wirt left them at Cape Nome last January, even whether his dogs and sleeping bag for the fifty-five nights out in the snow and ice, succeeded in getting him safely on his journey to the States and to the needed aid. The roll of missionary heroes is not yet ended.
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The attendance at the Detroit anniversary was humiliatingy small from outside and inside the city. A partial explana




tion was found in the recent meeting of the Michigan state association, but some were led to ask whether it did not emphasize the need of a combined annual meeting of the homeland societies, and it was even asked by an eastern official if there had been so much receiving of aid by the western states that the sense of responsibility was dulled.

Compensations for the distressingly small audiences were found in the magnificent building of the First Congregational church, and in the exceptionally able address of Drs. Moxom, Herring, Dunning, Virgin, Bradford and others, including the one only Puddefoot (the "D. D." in the middle of his name!) who was just back from a "filling up" trip to the Pacific coast, and was at his best.

One of the most delightful and refreshing features of the sessions were the sweet gospel duets by Mr. and Mrs. Chaffer, who sing together so harmoniously and effectively that General Howard could not forbear to call attention to the ideal marriage of the two, "voice and all." A unique and interesting feature was Superintendent Warren's frame displaying slides to illustrate varieties and stages of Michigan Home Missionary work.

⚫ General O. O. Howard was elected president for the eleventh year, with the announcement on his part that he should retire next year at the 75th anniversary of the society to be held, probably, at Boston.

The hearty and prolonged applause over General Howard's re-election and speeches testified to the high and general esteem felt for this Christian hero. The business session was brief and harmonious. The society's debt has been reduced by $25,000 and now stands at $108,000. The city was in its glory after refreshing showers and with decorations for the Dewey reception next day.




Drawing the Line.




The story is told that Pat, unused to city ways, went to a hotel for dinner. He took in hand and drank the bowl of soup which constituted the first course. He then devoured a bucch of celery; but when a dish of clam was brought in he looked at it with suspicion and remarked to the waiter: "I drank yer dishwater an I ate yer boquette, but I draw the line on that bug." Like Pat, the line is being drawn on this same bivalve that makes its home in the bed of the Mississippi river in the vicinity of Prairie du Chien and Lynxville. He is fished out of water that is from eight to twelve feet deep, with long handled forks through holes in the ice in winter and taken with drag hooks in summer. This way of taking the clams in summer is made easy by the fact that the creature lies with his mouth open up stream aud when a foreign substance or enemy attempts to enter his house the door is suddenly closed, holding fast the hook or whatever may have been grasped in doing so. When collected the clams are thrown into vats and boiled. They can then be easily opened, the shells cleansed, assorted and prepared for market. Ready sale for this article of commerce is found at the button factories. One of these is in operation at Prairie du Chein, employing one hundred men, while six hundred men and boys make good wages by draw. ing the line.

Pearl hunting constitutes one of the interesting features of clam fishing. Every fisherman is on the alert and makes diligent search within every shell and even in the bottom of the boiling vats that he may find a costly gem, nor have efforts in this direction been without avail. Many costly finds have been made and thousands of dollars in the aggregate realized. In two or three instances hundreds of dollars have been received from a single pearl, one, it is said, bringing over two thousand dollars at the first sale and ten thousand dollars later. Such finds create intense excitement and intensify interest in the search.

Would that interest in better things, even the search for the pearl of greatest price, might as easily be secured. But alas, we must confess to much of indifference on the part of men. Even a striking conversion in a community, and we have seen several during the winter, does not seem to produce the desire on the part of many others that they too should seek and find. And this is more to be wondered at when we find that a large majority of those with whom we talk admit that the Christian is the right life and that it is their duty so to live. Were men without a consciousness of need or a knowledge of that which s right, the case would be different. We might then simply give instruction and expect that right action would follow as a matter of course. But such is not the case. Men know better









than they do and so admit for themselves. One great question then with many of us is, not simply how can we instruct men in the right way, but how can we persuade to action upon the right already known. And while many methods to provoke right action may be attempted, and wisely so, for men are many sided, it is doubtful if any means will be more effective than the "line upon line and precept upon precept" method as found in the ordinary work of the Christian ininister. Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God giveth the increase. Let us, then, who sow, sow in hope.

In a former article I had something to say about the roughness of the section known as the Kickapoo valley. A word further might not be out of place, as considerable time has lately been devo ed to the work here. Ten churches and preaching points are supplied by us immediately within the valley. One is the old Mt. Sterling field where the work is being revived with good prospects of an early reorganization. Another is La Farge, a vigorous young town at the end of the Kickapoo valley railroad. This, with the Camp Creek church, nine miles distant, is likely to make a desirable field for an earnest worker in the near future.

The valley itself is less forbidding than it appeared in winter. In fact at this season it is exceedingly beauti'ul. Nature having put on her robes of green has covered over many a forbidding and angry brow, and made the valley and the hills the delight of all beholders. Rare and beautiful flowers look out from every road side and fling their sweet perfume in the air. Birds also, of brignt plumage and sweeter song, are found in prodigal abundance. Among them are tanagers, orioles, grosbeaks, bobolinks, finches, thrushes and the irrepressible bobwhites, to say nothing of the many others that are common in all parts of the state. Hence the valley has its attractions and compensations which brighten and sweeten life among the J. D. WHITELAW.




hills.




Personal




Rev. E. H. Smith, of Oshkosh, came near being very seriously injured in June through fright of his horse at a street car, his breast being thrown upon the wheel. He is recovering rapidly.

Rev. Herman Obenhaus, of Prescott, has a readable and well written article in "Christian Work," of recent date, on Count Zinzindorf and the Moravian church.

Rev. P. H. Mason, formerly of North Kaukauna, writes from his new field, Corning. Iowa, of greatly enjoying his work there, and of the contract let for a beautiful new church building, to be ready in October.

The late Rev. Geo. B. Hubbard, of Plymouth was girded with special strength for his last effort, which was at the annual memorial service of the local G. A. R He preached with vigor and seemed better and stronger than he had for years. His text was I Chron. xii:38, and the theme a fitting comparison between the soldiers of the civil war of David's time, and the citizen soldiers of the war for the Union. No one guessed the end of his days was so near.

Pastor J. N. Davidson, of Two Rivers read an original poem on "The Silent Soldier" (We hope to find a space for it in this issue) at the unveiling of the new Soldier's monument in that city, June 9.

Pastor F. T. Rouse started July 2nd for a trans Atlantic sailing-rest and a quiet spin over Scotland and England with his wheel.

Pastor Philo Hitchcock, of Schiocton, had the unhappy experience, June 27, of having his house invaded by sneak-thieves Several other persons were and his gold watch abstracted. burglarized.

Rev. John Gibson, of Washburn, has gone to England to visit his old home, taking in the Paris Exposition en route.




RIPON COLLEGE ITEMS.




Pres. Rufus C. Flagg D. D., is in New England, at present, attending the Middlebury College simi-centennial.-Prof. Clark left the city soon after commencement with his family to enjoy the reunion festivities at Oberlin, his former home.-Prof. Elwyn M. Chandler of the University of North Dakota, is visiting his family friends in Ripon.-The junior class took a geological picnic to Green Lake, June 2, with Prof. Marsh as chaperone.-Wayland won in the Academy debate, June 1, between Wayland and the Ripon "preps" on the question "Resolved that the Philippine Islands should be organized under a temporary form of government to prepare them for statehood.-J. D. Jones and C. C. Blakely represented the Y. M. C. A. at the Lake Geneva Conference.




BELOIT COLLEGE ITEMS.




The seniors took their commencement outing at Lake Koshkonong.-Beloit was defeated by Lawrence in a field and track meet, June 8, 76 to 64.—Beloit defeated the University at Madison June 5, at base ball, score 10 to 2.-Dr. J. D. Eaton, of Mexico who spent the commencement at Beloit, is to represent Mexico at the great London Endeavor convention.-Roger Dean Orvis, of Milwaukee, president of the junior class, died at




his home June 13.-A large number of Alumni were present at commencement.-Mr. I. B. Davies took the Rice prize for ex




temperaneous speaking.




Death of Rev. t rnest A. Trevor.

By some oversight mention was omitted, last month, of the death, in Phoenix, Arizona, on the early morning of June 1, of one of Wisconsin's young ministers. Mr. Trevor was a Ripon boy, and had had partial courses in Ripon college and in the the Moody school. He was a sweet-spirited, devoted Christian and beloved as a minister, but the approach of tuberculosis and recurring hemorrhages greatly interfered with and finally ended his earthly work. He had served the churches of Rio and Wyocena, where he was ordained pastor, June, 1894, and later, for health reasons, at Julesburg, Col. In the opening winter of 1898, after a protracted sojourn with relatives in Ripon, he went with his wife and two little boys, upon physician's advice, to the milder climate of Phoenix, hoping for restoration to usefulness. His bereaved wife, formerly Miss Ellen Sherwood, of Ripon, still remains in Phoenix. The funeral was conducted from the Presbyterian church, Phoenix, by Rev. Dr. McAffee, June 2.

Mrs. Trevor bravely writes:, "I shall remain here until the Lord leads me further. My Savior has given me strength to bear all He has given me in these last days. Pray for me that I may go where He wants me to go, that I may do what He wants me to do, that I may be what He wants me to be, and that I may say what He wants me to say." We aver to this stricken household our heartfelt sympathy. K.




Ministerial Movements.

BOUGHTON, REV. C. A., withdraws resignation and remains at Necedah BURDICK, MR. C. H., Chicago Seminary, supplies Eland and vicinity.

CHASE, REV. CARLOS A., of the Big Spring field, has begun work at Friendship and neighboring points. EVANS, REV. J. E., has resigned at Osseo.

GAYLORD, Rev. Winfield R., of Elgin, Ill., accepts call to New London.

Heberlein, REV. F. W., of Hope church, West Superior, has accepted call to Cumberland. Begins July 22.

KENT, MR. WM. H., of Chicago Seminary, supplies at Sharon. Lochridge, REV. GEO. C., has resigned from a seven years' pastorate at Elkhorn, and accepts call to Waupun, to begin Sept. 1.

NOBIS, REV. L. B., of Cashton and Leon, has begun work at Raymond and Franksville.

PINCKNEY, MR. C. W., of Chicago Seminary, accepts call to Eagle River, and has begun work.

SARLES, REV. JESSE, late of Medford, has begun work at Caledonia, III.

Todd, Rev. H. C., of Eagle River, is called to Prentice, has accepted and begun work.




Our Summer Assemblies.

MONONA LAKE opens. July 17, its twenty-first annual session-to close July 30-with a spacious new auditorium ready for use and all the beauties of the four lakes and the capital city at close range. Among its attractions this season are announced Dr. Worden for Old Testament study and S. S. Pedagogics; Mrs. Crafts. Mrs. Jaeger and Miss Kushel for primary and kindergarten methods; Mrs. Clara Hoffman for the W. C. T. U. program. Among the speakers of note are Rev. Robt. McIntyre, D. D., Chaplain McCabe, Rev. Sam P. Jones, Rev. Anna H. Shaw, Mrs. Leonora M. Lake, Rev. Samuel Parkes Cadman, Bishop C. B. Galloway, Col. John Lobieski, Prof. Moses Coit Tyler, etc. Dramatic readers, Mrs. Isabel G. Beecher nd Mrs. B. K. Baker. A choir of South African boys and the Clauder orchestra will make music. Mrs. A. B. Jordan and Mrs. C. E. Baeley will sing. For details send for the Monona Lake Quarterly to James E. Moseley, Madison.

Delavan Lake Assembly holds session in its exquisite site, Aug. 1-12. It also offers a fine new auditorium and superior camping and boarding facilities. It announces re engagement of the Edison projectoscope, lectures by Rev. Sam P. Jones, Dr. A. A. Willits, Rev. Robt. McIntyre, Rev. N. D. Hillis, Rev. S. P. Cadman, D. D., Mr. M. Hinton White, Dr. Thos. H. Dinsmore. Mrs. M. H. Toping will conduct a course in childstudy and Mrs. Helen Armstrong, a department of scientific cooking. Miss Katharine Oliver and Prof. A. M. Newans, will give dramatic readings. The Chicago Lyric Ladies, the Janesville Y. M. C. A. band and the Slayton Jubilee singers will furnish music. Prof. J. A. Worden will conduct the S. S. and Normal courses, and Prof. Mountz of Chicago, will be musical director. For program, etc., address Grant D, Harrington, Delavan, Wis.









Commencements.

AT BELOIT College June 17 to 20.




More strongly than at any other single exercise of the fiftythird commencement of Beloit College, the open secret of its power was felt at the commencement prayer-meeting, in the college chapel, at eight o'clock, Wednesday morning. It was both a fitting benediction on one of Beloit's best internal years and a preparation for the graduation exercises which took place later in the church.

On Sunday morning Rev. J. B. Lee, of Milwaukee, had given the annual address before the Young Men's and Young Women's Christian Associations, upon the subject "Self Esteem and its Measure;" President Eaton had preached the baccalaureate sermon in the college chapel, at four o'clock, before a graduating class of forty-four, his text being "I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me," Monday and Tuesday had been occupied by the prize speakings, the organ recital the class day events, and the alumni banquet and exercises; and the commencement orations of seven young men and three young women, closed the graduation exercises of Beloit's largest class. The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon Rev. Henry T. Rose, '66, of Northampton, Mass, Rev. E. M. Hill, '76, of Montreal and Rev. E. H. Pence, of Detroit.

Professor Wm. Porter, who celebrated his eightieth birthday in January, is to be relieved of a part of his duties, at his request; Mr. F. E. Calland will be his assistant in Latin, and Prof. Collie succeeds to the duties of the honored Dean.




AT RIPON COllege.




C. A. B.




The exercises this year were inspiring and full of good cheer, beneath the charming weather and the encouraging vision of the outwardly completed Ingram Hall of Science, which is expected to be ready for dedication and immediate occupancy at the autumn opening.

Besides the examinations during the week preceeding Baccalaureate Sunday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings were occupied with graduate recitals of two young women who received diplomas from the School of Music. The Senior Preparatory Exhibition, full of life and interest, occurred in the chapel Friday evening, following which, the incoming Freshmen class of 20 were banqueted by the incipient Sophomores. The Conservatory concert, of fine merit, was held on Saturday evening in the Congregational church, Director F. G. Lane conducting. President Flagg's baccalaureate sermon, Sunday morning, was a masterly effert, its theme being "The Real Things." It was a union service.

On Sunday evening, the Christian Associations were brightly and helpfully addressed by Rev. J. A. Adams, D. D., of Chicago, on "Personality and Success."

Monday afternoon and evening brought the anniversary exercises of the Ecolian and Athenian societies, with speaking, music and debates.

Tuesday morning, an entertaining field-day contest took place between the students and the present alumni, resulting in no end of fun. The Junior prize declamation contest followed Tuesday afternoon and was of remarkably high order, the first prize being awarded to Miss Grace Collins, and the second tied between Messrs. H. G. Churchill and W. R. Davis.

The Art exhibit at Bartlett Hall, later in the afternoon,proved a fine attraction and was a new feature much appreciated. The Alumni Reunion was held Tuesday evening at the elegant home of the president of the association, Mr. Geo. C. Duffie.

Wednesday at 10:30 A. M., a class of four were graduated, after deliverances of a high order interspersed with music, in the Congregational church. The graduates were Mr. Wm. D. Williams, Mr. Wm. J. Stewart, Miss S. Clyde Mitchell and Mr. Donald E. Frank. Prizes were awarded by the President and the degree of D D., was conferred upon Prof. F. K. Sanders, of Yale, (Ripon class of 1882) and Rev. A. M. Hyde of Toledo, Oh. The corporation lunch and speeches after the exercises were unusually happy, and the commencement concert by the conservatory forces in the evening closed the week.

The Board of Trust at their business session unanimously reelected Dr. R. C. Flagg president, and added to the board, as trustee, Mr. D. D. Sutherland of Fond du Lac. The uy-laws of the board were carefully revised and the new office of Dean of the Faculty created, whose first encumbent is Prof. C. D. Marsh.




AT ENDEAVOR ACADEMY.




Endeavor Academy held extremely interesting exercises in connection with Lemonweir convention, Friday evening, June 15. Two promising students, a young man and a young woman were graduated. Besides their substantial orations, there were other interesting literary exercises, closing with a "Man drill" of great attraction by ten young ladies, five dressed in pink and five in blue. The present prosperity and popularity of the school were attested by the over crowded church, with people standing all about and seated in buggies outside the windows.

Principal Cheney sturdily puts in his summer vacation into the plans for the new building. He is winning well deserved repute as a versatile and strong administrator.

The Alumni banquet, held later, was well attended and alive




with loyalty to the school. Several former pupils are now a Ripon College.

The meeting of the board of trustees was adjourned until June 29. The site of the new building, on its noble hight overlooking one of Wisconsin's fairest landscapes,is already staked out. The south wing of the building, 37x55, two stories and basement, is to be completed this summer. The plans bv Messrs. Patton, Fisher and Miller, of Chicago, were accepted by the board. Brick for the walls are being rapidly made in the brick-yard, where several students are doing vacation work and where a fresh kiln and a new model drying shed have just been erected. Stones for window sills and trimmings are being taken from the ample quarry of fine hard, sand-stone, belonging to the school, five miles distant. Other substantial improvements have been made. 500 fine apple trees have been planted on shares, with no risk, and an improved barn 34x48 feet, with stone basement, has been constructed, with model stalls for dairy purposes; a heard of seven cows, where surplus milk finds ready sale having already been secured. This stock is soon to be improved and enlarged. Partly through the sale of Academy lots, which are in constant demand, the town of Endeavor has grown rapidly; twenty-eight houses including a large brick store and a hotel whose rooms are inadequate to to the demand, having been erected within eighteen months. The receipts and disbursements of the school for the year in all lines have been less than $4,900, yet a balance on hand was shown nearly sufficient to cover all liabilities. Every current debt would be cancelled had the anticipated educational contributions of the churches been more prompt. 36 pupils were cared for during the year, besides pupils in music and a juvenile school of thirteen. A large increase is looked for next fall.




MILWAUKEE-DOWNER College.




Commencement week suggests bright, beautiful living after glorious opportunities; but this year "the sweet girl graduate" meant more to me than the usual array of white gowns and fresh flowers, happy hopes and rich possibilities, for I entered upon Milwaukee-Downer commencement week from the charmed circle within.

It had been my privilege to be the guest of the honored president, Miss Sabin, and for a few, short, happy weeks I had seen the beautiful living and striving inside the elegant structure. I had enjoyed the daily recitations, felt the enthusiasm of the devoted teachers, and interesting young people and, as the closing days came on I felt the sympathy and admiration we can only feel with and for those to whose lives we have come close.

Friday evening, June 1, the Commencement Recital took place, when three young ladies to graduate from the musical department, gave their essa vs and piano solos.

College dramatics came off Saturday, June 9, from 4-6 in the afternoon, when Twelfth Night was charmingly played by sixteen young ladies. The scene, on the "green plot" under the hawthorn in the Campus, suggested the gay gambols of fairies and nymphs. The wholesome fun was exhilarating and the reproduction of each character most effective. Everyone did well, and reflected great credit on the training of Miss Wilder and Miss Bufkin.

a Sunday morning June 10, Mrs. James Eaton of Chihuahua, Mexico, gave an interesting talk on the Missionary work in that land. Sunday evening several churches gave up their usual service and united with the Immanuel church to listen to the Baccalaurate sermon given by Rev. C. B. Mitchell of Minneapolis. His subject was "The Noblest Guest," his text being, "Seek ye First the Kingdom of God."

Monday evening a concert was given by Prof. Emil Liebling, the non-resident musical director. He was ably assisted by College teachers Misses McPheeters and Ella Smith; and Mrs. Bollman of Rockford, Illinois, rendered several delightful solos. The graduating exercises of the Seminary course occurred Tuesday afternoon. The essays were well delivered and were marked by their variety and pleasing originality. The chorus singing under the leading of Mrs. Hayden was a most enjoyable part of the program. The harp solos by Mrs. Hopkins were exquisitely rendered.

Tuesday evening the large drawing room, and other public rooms of the College presented a brilliant scene, the occasion being the president's reception.

Wednesday morning the annual commencement exercises opened with an organ voluntary by Mrs. Perry Williams, followed with a prayer by Rev. J. H. Ritchey, D. D. Mrs. Luther Davies charmed all by her cultivated singing, which called forth a hearty encore. The essay, "The Scholar and Society," by Miss Mary Mouat was a thoughtful review of the position of a scholar in society, from the fifth century to the present time. Miss Mouat, made a good impression in her cap and gown and dignified bearing. Miss McPheeters and Mrs. Wil liams skillfully united the sweet strains of the pianos and organ in "Reverie," by Mason. The great treat of the morning was an able address by Prof. Wm. D. MacClintock, of the University of Chicago, on 'The place of the College in the Community." After a half hour's earnest setting forth of the gifts of the college to the community, Prof. MacClintock told us what the college had a right to expect of the community. "Its young," and "its money" were prominently mentioned. Mrs. Davies again delighted the audience with her singing. Pres. Sabin then came forward and presented certificates and









diplomas to graduates as follows; From the musical depart ment, three; from the Seminary-modern classical course six, f.om the English course two, German course one; College— modern classical course one-Miss Mary Mouat.

Rev. Dr. Ritchey pronounced the benediction and the audience dispersed amid congratulations, good-byes, and the notes of the organ in a recessional march militaire.

Later many of us met in the bright dining room and enjoyed the commencement lrnch, duly seasoned and spiced by toasts and impromptu speeches. Miss Sabin presided in her always happy manner.

And now as I write I hear the quick footsteps in the Hall, the hearty exchange of good wishes for a happy summer and glad promises to return next year! MRS. WM. Crawford.

CLOSING EXERCISES OF NORTH WISCONSIN ACADEMY.

The program this year was somewhat different from usual, as there was no graduating class. There were four young people prepared to graduate from the English course, but all decided unanimously to remain for another year of higher study. Instead of regular Commencement exercises, there was an "Educational Symposium" on June 13, in the Academy chapel. Excellent music was furnished by the Congregational male quartette choir, two of whom are Academy students. Stirring addresses were given on educational topics by Rev. L. M. Winslow, of Hayward, Rev. J. D. Whitelaw, district missionary for the Congregational churches, Rev. Luther Spears, missionary for the American Sunday School Union, Hon. S. L. McCormick, of Hayward, president of the board of trustees, and Principal M. J. Fenenga. After the program refreshments were served and there was an informal reception and social gathering of friends. The Academy made great strides forward during the past year There were fifty-one students enrolled as against sixteen the previous year; the huge debt has been entirely cleared off, and the "mortgage burning jubilee" on Jan. 17, was an occasion of great rejoicing; dormitory rooms, kitchen and dining rooms have been provided and filled to overflowing; the grounds have been graded and and made beautiful by over one hundred shade and ornamental trees; the library has had remarkable growth by the addition of 1,200 bound volumes and over 5,000 magazines placed on file, all donated by friends; the Academy boys at the "North Wisconsin It ter-Scholastic Athletic Field Meet," on June 2, won the highest number of points in athletic events, against five High schools competing, several students have aided very efficiently in carrying on mission Sunday schools in Ashland and the country surrounding; and the outlook for increased attendance next year is exceedingly hopeful. It will be necessary to provide a large number of additional dormitory rooms and boarding accomodations for the new students who have already applied. The whole work of the institution is in process of gratifying expansion. The annual educational sermon was preached by Rev. H. E. Fuller, pastor of the Baptist church, on June 17. The present very efficient corps of teachers will continue next year. A neat catalogue giving full information has been printed by Rev. Stanley E. Lathrop. secretary of the Academy. It will be sent to any address on application to him, or to Principal M. J. Fenenga, Ashland, Wis.




Rev. George B. Hubbard.

While our denominational papers of national scope are sounding the praises of three great leaders in the Christian church, who, having been faithful unto death, have received their crowns of life, our own state paper is called upon to record the gathering home of another saintly leader, rich in vears and richer still in Christian experience, who, though not widely known as were the other three, was as faithful, and now equally with them hears from the lips of the Master whom he loved so well and served so faithfully: "Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."

Born of Puritan ancestry in New Haven, Connecticut, Feb. 16, 1822, reared in a Christian home and receiving his education wholly in the city of his birth-that far-famed center of intellectual, patriotic and religious culture-George Boardman Hubbard, from his earliest years, breathed and appropriated that atmosphere in which not only was he to live until summoned to the Home above on June 17, 1900, but which he was also for over fifty years to create and diffuse that others might be filled with its light and life-the atmosphere of the scholar, the patriot and the saint..

Graduating from Yale University in 1842 and from Yale Divinity school in 1856, he came to the state of Illinois when Wisconsin was still a territory, and was ordained to the gospel ministry by the Illinois Association at Round Prairie (now Plymouth) on April 16, 1848. After serving as pastor of the Congregational churches in Griggsville, Beardstown, Canton, Batavia, Lamoille, Lowell, Aurora, Atlanta, Rantoul, Pecatonica, Sherland and Nora, Illinois, he entered this state in 1885 as pastor of the Congregational church in Mazomanie. In 1888 he removed to Plymouth, where he rounded out a decade of active service in the local Congregational church and a half century of service in the Christian ministry. The remaining two years of his life he spent as pastor emeritus of the church at Plymouth

The funeral took place on the afternoon of June 19 from the




church, in which only three Sundays before he had preached his last sermon, the annual sermon to the local G. A. R. Post. On the morning of the funeral the body was borne to the church by his sons, Rev. W. B. Hubbard, of Webster, S. D., and Mr. J. S. Hubbard, of Beloit, his son-in-law, Mr. H. J. Bamford, of Plymouth, the pastor of the church, Rev. F. Č. Bliss, and Rev. Messrs. F. N. Dexter, of New London, and J. H. Chandler, of Fond du Lac. These also most fittingly bore the body from the hearse to the grave. The sermon was preached by the Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, of Sheboygan, and the prayer was offered by Brother Dexter. Rev. J. H. Chandler, a son of a college classmate of the deceased, sang as solo the beautiful hymn, "Servant of God, well done."

It is most fitting that this noble New Englander should have begun and ended his public ministry in towns bearing the historic name of Plymouth. And when we have called him a noble New Englander and linked with his memory the name of Plymouth, we have done much to give one an idea of his character. He possessed the New England conception of duty. Members of the church at Plymouth tell of how he proved faithful to hls pulpit work even at the cost of intense bodily suffering, and how he was found at his post in the prayer meeting when prudence, if nothing stronger, would have kept him home; while to many of our readers he will be known as one who was seldom absent from the meetings of the state association and district conventions.

He was governed by the old New England ideas of dignity and scholarship, and in bis hands the stewardship of Jesus Christ was exalted and the glory of an educated and educating pulpit fully exemplified.

Most fully illustrated in him is the silent and indeterminable, yet irresistible and all determining power of a consistent Christian life. The week of the funeral the whole community arose and called him blessed, having no fault to find with him in all the twelve years of his residence with them.

The secret of all this was the atmosphere of God in which he lived and by which all who knew him were affected. His life actually was hid with Christ in God, his life-purpose being that of John the Baptist: Jesus Christ must increase, but L must decrease. So completely was his life hid with Christ in God that in all sincerity he could have said as did his Lord and Master, "I came not to be ministered unto, but to minis ter."




The Ecumenical Missionary Conference..
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BY REV. WM. H. SHORT, STOCK BRIDGE, MASS. 
       (Concluded from June Number) 


Audience and home speakers did not let the gauntlet of the missionaries lie. Such sentiment as I have recorded in the foregoing paragraph was applauded to the echo. "I have heard a good deal about comity." said a Congregational pastor. I pronounce it comedy. It is a farce from beginning to end." "Are we rivals? No. If we are we want to drop our rivalry and enter into immediate and e ernal partnership." "No, not comity, but fusion we want. Not comity, but federation we need. Not comity but co-operation must become the flaming watchward of the church of God on earth." "It ought to be, and what ought to be can be, aud what can be, in the name of God, must be." "The Lord is not our Master-no He is not-the Lord is not our Master as he has a right to be, and as he ought to be-and foreign missions will compel us to revise our theologies-foreign missions will compel us to clasp hands and march shoulder to shoulder under a single banner, even the flaming cross of Jesus Christ." An Episcopalian rec or, known on two continents, followed with the words: "I am a staunch, loyal Protestant Episcopalian. I was born in that church, as my ancestors were before me, with all my heart, and-yes! as much as my friend and brother-I believe in co-operation and fusion." If applause means anything, the audience to a man agreed with both.

At a meeting, held the day after the Conference closed of missionaries and responsible representatives of mission boards from all the great missionary countries-England, Germany, Scandinavia, America-first steps were taken in a movement looking toward some practical union of missionary societies of all these countries in "cooperative work in mission fields."

I have singled out but two of a score of important subjects discussed for ten days by the conference. No single report can give a full view of it. This can be done only by the official re ports, which will publish all papers and discussions in full. These ought to be widely read, and the fact that they may be had for one dollar makes it possible.

But those who attended the conference will feel, if I may put it so, that it was larger than the sum of its parts. I have tried to make this appear in the impressions recorded here. The information it gathered would have been got from other sources. The assembling of representatives of the Protestant Christianity of the world to discuss the most important subject before any of them will accomplish what could have been done in no other way. A new and apostolic enthusiasın for missions ught to be one of its results, The protestant churches may be expected to begin to awaken to a consciousness of their unity and consequent strength. A new era, not only in missions, but in the very being of our churches, may be expected to date from this gathering,









Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest.-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., jus' before the month closes.




Alto-(Holland)-The some time unused church building of this church has lately been reshingled and plastered and put in general repair. Two other Holland churches are near by. Boscobel-Rev. W. J. C. Bond, pastor, has started for a two months' tour in England, France, Belgium and Germany. His pulpit will be supplied by neighbors. The people recently assembled, 125 strong, bringing refreshments and left a most acceptable purse of yellow pin-money to lighten the voyage and help to bring their pastor back.

Brandon-Rev. Robert Paton, pastor. A thrifty Junior Endeavor society of thirty members helps to encourage the work. The Sunday-school numbers fifty.

Bristol and Paris-The pastor, Rev. E. N Andrews and wife and daughter united with the church by letter at the Sunday morning service. Two members of the Christian Endeavor were admitted to the membership of the church on prolession of faith. The Ladies' Aid society of Liberty Congrega tional church have been fraternizing with our Ladies' Aid by exchanging invitations. The result was exceedingly enjoyable social times. Miss Ethel Andrews, of Columbia College, South Carolina, is spending the summer vacation with her parents.

Clinton-Rev. Wm. Moore, pastor. Mr. Moore preached the sermon at the Memorial service May 27. before the Alexis Tallman Post, G. A. R. A special printed program in patriotic colors announced the order. The theme of the sermon was "A Good Soldier." Special music made the exercise memorable and the sermon was listened to with deep interest.

Elkhorn-Rev. Geo. C. Lochridge, who has been pastor of the First Congregational church, of this city, since Jan. 1, 1893, has resigned and will go to Waupun, Wis., Sept. 1. During the seven and a half years of faithful service here in this place, he has won a large place in the hearts of the church and the community.

Fond du Lac-Rev. Joseph H. Chandler, pastor. (See notice of installation elsewhere) Eighteen to twenty have united within three months; a successful finance system is adopted. Larger prayer meetings, fresh life and warmth, and extensive improvements of the building have also marked the season. Pastor Chandler expects to revisit his old Rhinelander field during vacation. Miss Harrington, of Janesville, lately spent a Sunday with the Juniors.

Kewaunee-Rev. E. E. Day, pastor. A new chimney and furnace have been added this year, besides calcimining decorating, etc. The pastor is gratified at the ready response of his people. There is slow but steady growth, and the Christian amalgamation of Germans, Bohemians and Americans in the master's service seems to be here very beautifully and helpfully illustrated. The pastor has a large Wednesday evening bible class attended by some who are not members of the church, using the American Iustitute Studies in the Life of Jesus. This shows the high intellectual average of the community, which is prospering ra; idly in civic and commercial lines. Pastor Day has a most encouraging opportunity for a large work.

Melnik-Bohemian. Pastor F. T. Bastel has received from Western Reserve College, his alma mater, the degree of M. A. having completed a course in Sanscrit, Middle High German and Philosophy.

Menasha-Pastor A. E. Leonard and wife are rusticating in an old stone mansion on the bank of lake Puckawa. Mrs, Leonard has made a great success of the Junior Endeavor society, which now numbers 100 members having added 60 within the year. $30, have been sent by them to mission work, besides local effort. The Juniors graduate to the Senior society at a certain stage of progress Many have been added to the church. The church has decided to remodel its somewhat old style building. It occupies a strategic site for various work in the town.

Mondovi-Pastorless. Rev. Rowells resignation was accepted May 1st, at which time Rev. W. H. Thomas, who has been quite successful as an evangelist was engaged to supply the pulpit until the re-built church is ready for occupancy and the permanent pastor is settled which will be during the autumn. Work has already been begun on the church and repair to the extent of $3000.00 will make the building adequate to the wants of a growing Sunday school and a thriving little city. Rev. F. B. Doe supplied this church, June 3, where he dedicated their house of worship thirty years ago He also preached in the country, six miles distant in the afternoon.

Plymouth-Rev. F. C. Bliss, pastor, has just been chosen president of the Winnebago District C. E. Union. He is also Sunday-school superintendent of the District Congregational




convention. Services are well attended especially by children and young people; prayer meetings improving, 160 in Sunday school, with 140 average. The Sunday-school sent a generouoffering to the India sufferers recently. Five of our six societies are supported by the church.

Potosi-Rev. A. Breeze, Ph. D. pastor. The Lord's cause is still prospering in this field. Scarcely a communion service passes without visible signs of the working of the Holy Spirit. Children's Day was one of decided success. The discourse in the morning, showing how the child carries the future in it, was enjoyed by a large congregation, and in the evening the church and prayer-room were filled to hear the children render the evercise "With Birds and Flowers." Collections were taken for S. S. and P. S. Mr. Breeze has been unanimously invited to remain a fourth year.

Racine welsh-Pastor and Mrs. Thomas Evans, about to set sail for their homeland, Wales, for a three months' rest, were reeted with a large reception June 11, by their people. Mrs. Evans will be a delegate to the International Convention of Endeavorers in London. It is now twelve years since this pastorate began.

Ripon The church will be variously supplied during the pastor's vacation. A pleasant Children's Day service took the place of morning worship on June 10. Rev. John Savage, of Northern Michigan, a son of this church, is now visiting his parents in the city. At a missionary concert, July 5, the pastor told the story of Berea college and John G. Lee.

Shiocton-Rev. Philo Hitchcock, pastor The work on this field is progressing finely, Twelve were recently received into church fellowship, Eleven on confession. The only competition is with the world, the flesh and satan. The last week in June was a busy one for the pastor. Monday and Tuesday each the funeral of a child. Wednesday fifteen miles distant to bury a young man 16 years of age, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Strong, of Maine. Wednesday night the town was burglarized, the parsonage entered, while all were fast asleep, and the pastor was minus his gold watch. Thursday night he was late at praying meeting for the first time in two years owing to the unreliable time pieces about the house. They all say the town is growing better and we are trying hard to believe it and are much encouraged.

South Kaukauna-Rev. Isaac B. Tracy, pastor, has 106 resident members and reckons 130 families. It consists largely of railway men and their households, hence is somewhat changeable. The Sunday-school numbers 200, and is effectively organized with fifteen well conducted classes. The Endeavor society is soon to be reorganized. A roll-call, held in February was found helpful.

Sturgeon Bay-Rev. L. E. Osgood, pastor. The work here has been somewhat interrupted by the presence of scarlet fever for a time. The pastor's family were among those quarantined. Among interesting features of the work have been weekly "Ward socials" to promote acquaintance in successive districts.

Tomah-Rev. Jonathan G. Smith, pastor. The Woman's Church Association under the direction of several strong leaders, is very active this season. Desirable rooms have been secured where supper and ice cream are frequently served. A Saturday exchange has also been re-opened. In May the Roney Concert Co. gave an enjoyable and profitable evening. Mrs. E. B. McMullen, one of the oldest members of their church and who recently contributed one hundred dollars towards its building fund, is, at present writing, very ill. Children's Day is being observed here as usual.

West Salem-Our church is prospering under the ministrations of Rey. F. J. Brown. At a special business meeting held June 13, the trustees were instructed to give him a call for an indefinite period, also to give him a month's vacation each year. June 17, was observed as Children's Day. The little folks did finely; the offering for the Congregational S. S. and P. S. was $13.85.




Ordinations.




Mr. B. F. Martin, having_concluded his special studies at Chicago, was ordained at Fulton, where he had previously supplied, May 22. Rev. T. J. Brown, of Lancaster, preached the sermon. Other parts, Rev. Messrs. Dennison, of Janesville, Short, of Evansville, and Moore, of Clinton. Fulton has prospered greatly under Mr. Martin's work.




Ar Navarino, May 23, Rev. J. G. Gorgenson was ordained, and Rev. Mr. Nelson as a home missionary and Sunday-school evangelist. Sermon, Prof. R. A. Juneberg. Other parts, Messrs. W. H. Chandler, H. J, Josephson, S. M. Andrewson and Prof. O. C. Graner.

Councils for church organizations at Dorchester, Cox and Martin were called for July 24-5-6. Also an ordination couucil for Mr. Emanuel Breeze of Hancock, to follow the above immediately or to come a couple of weeks later.

An ordination council was called by the S. Milwaukee Ger man church for the ordination of Mr. F. Settleo, June 15,




1









in




Fond du lac Installation.

The induction into pastoral relations of Rev. Joseph Hayes Chandler, who has won his way deeply into the hearts of the Fond du Lac parish, was celebrated June 26. The council was large and representative. Prof. E. H. Merrell. D D, of Ripon, was selected moderator and Mr. F. J. Harwood, of Appleton, scribe. Mi. Chandler's paper upon his Christian experience and theological views, was from the heart and showed deep earnestness, spirituality and consecrated purpose, as well as mental power. The program arranged by pastor and people was carried out in the evening, unique fe: tires being the use of the Nicene Creed by the moderator and audience, a hymnu written by Rev. Joseph Chandler, father of the pastor, and the reception of the pastor and wife to church membership by Deacon Susan. Rev. Judson Titsworth, D. D., gave the sermon on "Workers Together with God." Dr. Merrell offered the installing prayer. Rev. F. T. Rouse, of Appleton, gave the righthand, Rev. I. L. Cory, of Waukesha, the charge, Rev. S. T. Kidder, of Ripon, the charge to the people. Rev. Sabin Halsey (M. E.) of Fond du Lac, presented greetings from the city. Other parts by Rev. F. N. Dexter, Rev. W. J. Stewart and Rev. F. C Bliss.

A reception and lunch in the church parlors followed the installation. The. church has been repainted and decorated below and recarpeted throughout, and the small parlor divided by a partition.




A woman living in a flat ordered a piece of ice. The youth put it on the dumb-waiter in the basement to be hoisted up. Gracious," she exclaimed, 'how heavy this ice is!" By great exertion she succeeded in getting it up. To her astonishment she found the boy seated on the ice. With what breath she had left she demanded, "What did you make me pull you up here for?" "Why," replied the boy, "I thought the cake would be too heavy for you to lift, so I came up to help you off with it."-Shoe and Leather Reporter.




Are you




Welsh or of Welsh Descent?

If so, you are interested in

The Cambrian

An Illustrated Monthly Magazine,




Devoted to the interests of the English speaking 
             Welsh-Americans. 
ABLE ARTICLES BY THE BEST KNOWN 
   WELSH-AMERICAN WRITERS. 
            Handsomely Illustrated 


Subscription only $1.00 per year. To every new subscriber we will give a handsome book entitled "Wales and Its People." Send in your name to

THOMAS J. GRIFFITHS, 
           UTICA, N. Y., 
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foreign in the old meaning of the term. Europe, Africa, Asia, are "next door" to us. What happens there to-day we know to-morrow -if we read THE Chicago RECORD, whose Special Cable Correspondents are located in every important city in the world outside of the United States. No other American newspaper ever attempted so extensive a service; and it is supplemented by the regular foreign news service of The Associated Press. For accurate intelligence of the stirring events which are shaking the nations-of wars and rumors of wars-of the threatening dissolution of old governments and the establishment of new—of the onward sweep of the race in all parts of the world-the one medium of the most satisfactory information is the enterprising, "up-to-date" American newspaper, THE CHICAGO RECORD.
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The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is ca led to the fact that the COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their po ver, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D.,




Beloit.




Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D.,




Sparta.




Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. J.O. Meyers, Esq., Wauwatosa. Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison.




Who Wants a Chandelier?

Any church in need of a twelve or fit teen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C, H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers,
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reprint are given various names, "The Original Webster's Dictionary," "Webster's Encyclopedic Dictionary," "Webster's Unabridged," "Webster's Big Dictionary," etc., etc. Many announcements concerning these

Reprint Dictionaries

are very misleading, but the Webster reprint portion of each from A to Z is the same,-fortyfive years behind the times, and printed from plates made by photographing the old pages. There are no illustrations in the body of these books, and such as are grouped at the back are mostly discarded pictures from old books. The old dictionary

Long Since Obsolete

is padded out by various additions culled from various sources, but the body is the same that was published when Polk was president and duly buried at the incoming of Lincoln. The Webster current from Lincoln to Harrison, is the popular copyrighted "Unabridged," which has recently been superseded by WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, a new book from cover to cover, fully abreast of the times.

Send for free pamphlet giving particulars. C. & C. MERRIAM Co., Springfield, Mass., U. S. A.
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Faultless Laons




NETTING INVESTORS




5, 5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage. lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $20C up, are usually for a term of 5 years, 
interest semi-annnal, remitted without cost to lender 
in New York or Jhicago exchange. 


    Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving 
full particulars of improvemente, valuation, etc. 





Adress,
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Full Four Year College Courses lead- 
   ing to the degrees B. A. and B. L. 
Seminary, Four Year College Prepar- 
   atory Courses, Ancient and Modern 
    Classical and English; accredited by 
   the best Universities and Colleges of 
    the West and the East. 
Native Teachers of German and French 
Music Department directed by 





Emil Liebling.




Art Instruction by Robert Schade. 
Gymnasium, perfectly appointed and a 
    teacher exclusively for physical train- 
    ing, basket ball, tennis, boating, 
   bowling. 


Elocution under Miss Mary P. Wilder. 
The year will open Sept. 19, 1900, 


in the elegant and commodious new 
buildings. Students are assigned 
rooms in order of application. Reg- 
istration is now being made. 


MISS E. C. SABIN, President.




THE title to the proper

Rochester ty of this new institution 
Academy, lege, and the Academy 





ROCHESTER,




WIS.,




is vested in Beloit Col




will be kept in close re- 
lation to its spirit and 
work. It will make a 
specialty of fitting young 





Beloit College




Aims...




NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 


Operation and 
Equipmnt. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





To furnish an education of high grade West and North-West.




amid Christian influences favorable 
to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
tation. Its Philosophical and 
Science Courses are broad and 
thorough. It has an unusual record 
in Oratory and Athletics. It af- 
fords choice advantages in Music. 


In Equipment

Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


  Among its twelve. buildings, es- 
pecially noteworthy are the Pear- 
sons Science Hall, containing Ex- 
tensive Laboratories and the Lo- 
gan Museum of Archaeology; the 
beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for 
men; Emerson Hall, one of the 
finest college buildings for women in 
the country; Memorial Hall with 
library of 25,000 volumes; the Smith 
Observatory equipped for original 
work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and 
Art Hall with valuable paintings 
and the unique Fisher Collection of 
casts from the Antique. 


Offers three parallel nen to enter the Beloit The Academy

courses of study. courses, or those of any other first-class college, with more varied opportunities for those who wish to tear h.

To develop right character, thought-pow er and scholarship will be its aim.

Send greatly needed contributions, or write on to
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For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. 
         W. B.KNISKERN, 


Gen'l Pass. and Ticket Agt




Anyone sending a sketch and description may quickly ascertain our opinion free whether an invention is probably patentable. Communica tions strictly confidential. Handbook on Patents sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents. Patents taken through Munn & Co. receive special notice, without charge, in the

Scientific American.

A handsomely illustrated weekly. Largest cir 
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, $3 a 
year: four months, $1. Sold by all newsdealers 


MUNN&Co,361 Broadway, New York

on Office, 825 F St., Washington,
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VOL. VI.




CAME THAT THEY

MAY HAVE IT




Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.




DATES TO REMEMBER.




1900.




Sept. 18-20-Annual Convention of 
   the Congregational Churches of 
   Wisconsin, Green Bay. 


Sept. 19-Anniversary Wis. Home 
   Missionary Society. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES




OF WISCONSIN.




NO. 10.
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Contracting Department

Bids upon proposals for the construction anfi installation of Waterworks. Electric Light and Gas Ylants. Years of experi

ence and trained talent give reliability to our work id this department.

Financing Department

Buys and sells bonds and other securities 
of Waterworks, Electric and Gas Plants. 
Gives particuiar attention to refunding 
high rate securities. 


Dep't of Negotiation and 
Legal Advice. 


Acts between cities and frauchise com 
panies, as arbitrators, appraisets and re- 
ierees in contested cases. Makes a speci- 
alty in promoting the transfer of fran- 
chise plants te the ownership of munici- 
palities. Experienced judgmert, trained 
ta ent, and financial responsibility are 
elements that enter into all out work." 





RIPON COLLEGE

This institution is one of the old and tried institution of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school in high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and of the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well. There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast, situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress, Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a mat
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Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Ry. Renew

Owns and operates 5,154 miles of 
   thoroughly equipped road. 


FIRST-CLASS 
     IN 


 EVERY 
RESPECT. 


It traverses the best sections of the 
             States of 


Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
  Missouri, Minnesota, 


South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up- 
     per Peninsula of 
       Michigan 


Forfurther information address 
     GEO. H. HEAFFORD, 


Passenger Agent, CHICAGO, ILL.

OUR CHURCH LIFE

As an Advertising Medi-m

The Following Testimony is Un




solicited:




"We are getting more inquiries from our ad. in OUR CHURCH LIFE than from any advertising we have done elsewhere." DARROW INVestment Co., Corning, Iowa,




Your




Subscription




To




Our




Church




Life.




WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE




No other state in the Union offers greater inducements for the locarion of industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin, with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundonce of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching marnets everywhere. Relible information will be cheerfully furnished upon application of W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a ver low figure and on easy terms. Write for fee illustrated pamphlet with maps to Fr: erick Abbot, Land Commissioner, ilwauke Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. JAS. C. POND Gen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wią.









VOL. VI.




MENASHA, WISCONSIN, AUGUST 1900.




"The Convention of 1900 the Best Ever Held in the State."

So writes Registrar Miner; and why not? It ought to be. It can be. It will be. An outline of the program may serve to awaken interest.

The general aim is to emphasize the essentials in Christian life and work. While making ample pro vision for attention to the details of business the desire of the committee is to give special opportunity for discussing the actual religious needs of society today and how our churches may apply the gospel to those needs.

The convention sermon, on Tuesday evening, will be preached by the retiring moderator on the theme, "The Message of Modern Orthodoxy." The central address of the convention, on Wednesday evening, will be delivered by Dr. Washington Gladden on "The Social Significance of the Return to the Historical Christ." On Thursday evening Professor Graham Taylor will speak on certain phases of practical Sociology, and conduct a Round Table conference. It is with much satisfation we announce the consent of these two distinguished and beloved leaders to be present and take part in the convention. Among other topics to be discussed are the following: "The Century's Progress in Religious Thought;" "Sociology as a Source of Theology;" "The Training of Children for Church Membership;" "The Demand for an Improved System of Sunday-school Instruction;" "The Twentieth Century Prayer Meeting;" "Motives and Methods of the New Evangelism;" "The Outlook in Home Missionary work." One session will be devoted to "Civic and Social Reform" with special reference to the rapid and appalling "expansion" of the rum power and its defiant lawlessness. Secretary Hitchcock will report the Ecumenical Missionary Conference and impart some of the inspiration received at that wonderful gathering. Woman's work, as well as that of our several societies, will receive due recognition.

The convention will open Tuesday morning, Sept. 18, and close Thursday evening, Sept. 20. It is hoped that the moderator will run it strictly according to schedule time.

Let all who can do so arrange to be on hand at the commencement and remain till the final adjournment.

Welcome to Green Bay! Welcome to Our church! Welcome to our homes! Our prayer is that the convention of 1900 may be characterized by spiritual fervor, wise deliberation and by positive aggressive purpose to promote a great re




No. 10.




vival of practical religion. May it be a memorable and magnificent preparation for the opening of the new century and the winning of new conquests for Christ and His church.




J. M. A. SPENCE.




Reminiscence.




Those who would become Christ-like must spend much time with Christ. Those who would become spiritually minded must commune with the Holy Spirit. It is pleasant for us also, in the rush and turmoil of these hurrying days, to spend a quiet hour now and then with absent friends.

The friendly face of Father Haughton in our last Church Life brought to mind many an hour spent with this beloved author, for I am not only an admirer of his poems, but can boast of a personal acquaintance with this man of God.

I believe it to be a fact that we are known, not so much by our deeds as by our personal atmosphere, and I have sometimes had cause to wonder at the quiet but far-reaching influence of a Christ-like man or woman. What the odor of flowers is to the sick room, so is the personal atmosphere of a Christ-like character to a sin sick world.

I heard Father Haughton preach once. His theme was "Walking with God," and he led us along quiet paths and sheltered ways, while we felt the sweet companionship of this Divine Friend in a in a truer and deeper sense than ever before and longed to talk with Him and walk with Him as Enoch of old.

There is nothing more original about Mr. Haughton than his vocabulary. What an unassuming little word is "drench," yet he brings it into prominence in such a way as to be positively refreshing these sweltering August days. Then he throws on the "amber" lights in true artist style, until all things are aglow. He is fond of the hills, and often speaks of them.

The poem "Disconsolate," written shortly after Our convention at Retreat and about the time of the sad loss of his son, holds a world of meaning to me:

"Give us the Hope immortal:

Teach us how kind Thou art." To be able to make such a prayer at an hour when the heart is crushed and broken, reveals to the world a spirit in perfect harmony with the Divine will.

I know of many public men who have as many admirers-I know of none so dearly beloved by his friends,











Civic Righteousness.




fore now hunted for tables to stand on, or, in default of tables, climbed on the backs of their chairs. The galleries tore newspapers to pieces and pelted

the crowd below with the imitation of a snowstorm. Somebody found a gong and beat the long roll on it. Men and women who, three minutes before, thought that their voices were gone, found some more voice somewhere, and used it with the utmost prodigality. Gradually a little method crept into the madness, and a thousand men, (and women) stood and swung their arms like pendulums, and with each swing shouted at the tops of their voices, Woolley-Swallow! Woolley-Swallow! Woolley-Swallow!"

And that is the best America can yet do politically, while discussing the gravest matters of state, matters which may effect human relations the world over! It reminds us of John B. Gough's illustration of a glorious time in a saloon. "What do they do?" said Gough. "Well, one says, Jim, twist my thumb.' So Jim twists his neighbor's thumb, and then Jim laughs, and his neighbor laughs and they all laugh. They are having a glorious time."




The approach of a presidential election always stirs the United States profoundly. The pre-clection canvass is generally considered a time for much valuable political education. Doubtless it is. It is good for a people, as well as for a man, to be roused now and again from apathy and elfish pursuits. It widens his horizon and deepens his consciousness of dependence upon, and obligations to, others; that he has duties to the state as well as to himself and his family. But it were better if Christian citizens were always awake to the best interests of "God and home and native land." If they were, these periodic upheavals would be less serious and less ludicrous. We now have a century and a quarter of universal public education and of full civil liberty behind us, yet calm, rational, honest, humane. consideration of political affairs pertains to a few individuals only; just enough to keep the mass leavened and steadied, so that we are saved from serious fear of the "loss of liberty," or the "destruction of the Republic." No body of our citizens large enough to be called a "party" presents anything like the intellectual strength and the novel dignity becoming the management of the affairs of a great people, intelligent and free. Take note of conventions recently held for nominating presidential candidates, especially the three most noted-the Republican, the Democratic and the Prohibition. To read the newspaper reports of them one is compelled to believe them little better than howling mobs. Yet no one denies that they fairly well represent the several parties behind them. As to the "Old Line" parties, we are not so greatly amazed that a large element of the drunken and dissolute should find their way into their conventions; that hundreds of bartenders had to be imported from other cities into Philadelphia and Kansas City for those special occasions; that car loads of liquors accompanied the right in politics, as well as say what is right. If special trains for de egates; that the "scarist woman" was much n evidence. We have become used to that. These are the things that lead us to say that, while no other country has so my h of good and hope to which to "point with pride " there are many things also we "view with alarm."




But that even so noble, so sane and intelligent a body; a body conta aing in its membership many good and high mi led women, as was the Prohibition convention, why it should shriek and howl and climb upon chairs, desks and tables during their deliberation, is a psychological phenomenon calling for study. Here is an extract from The New Voice, which paper never tells lies. It is describing what happened when Dr. Swallow was nominated for vice-president: "Then they did cheer. If there was any way of expressing enthusiasm that the crowd had not tried up to that time, they tried it then. The Swallow pluies burst out again. The Swallow horns brayed, and try as they could the Swallow men could not make more noise than the Woolley men made. The men who had stood upon chairs be




Surely these conditions will pass away in the good times coming. Christians must lead the way. Nobody else will. We must shake off the trammels of "party" and stand for righteousness not in theory only, but in fact. We need to call down even our Christian papers, which, to their shame, are often less rational and fair than avowed political organs. Four years ago the Boston Congregationalist seemed beside itself with moral and political insanity, and now again signs are not wanting of a revival of the attack. Harper's Weekly, once controled by the great, wise and just W. Curtis, in a recent issue, wound up a screed, worthy of a Tammany henchman, with a shriek, calling Mr. Bryan "The Boxer of Nebraska."

O, Christians! Christians! dare to do what is




Christians will cease to "swear in the words of a master ('boss') and fear not man, but obey God," America will soon see political councils of intelligence, gravity and power, worthy of the true dignity of man, and of this heaven blessed land of the free.




Our Annual Convention.

AT GREEN BAY, SEPT. 18-20. How quickly the year has rolled round! The memory of West Superior convention is still fresh in mind. Green Bay comes next. Pastor Spence and his church are planning good things and a most hearty welcome for pastors, delegates and visitors, who, it is hoped, will appear in large numbers.

At this writing we can only say that an interesting and stimulating program is being prepared, which will soon be sent out to the churches. Don't fail to plan to join in the meetings. We are expecting a grand spiritual feast that no one can afford to forego.

Green Bay, is the oldest of Our Wisconsin churches. It is historic ground, next to Madeline
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Island in point of interest. Fourteen years ago we met there, with Pastor White to welcome us. It was a memorable meeting. Let this be even




more so.,




What if every church in convention should be represented! That alone would give marked interest. Is it too much to hope for? Why, such a meeting of the churches would mean a revival of power. What a wave of enthusiasm would go over the state! What a kindling of interest in the work of saving our fellow men! What a strengthening of the weak wou'd come therefrom! For sure I am, in such a gathering the Master would be present and we should hear his voice: "Fear not, little flock. It is your Father's, good pleasure to give you the Kingdom." Say, brother, don't fail to have your church represented by one or more delegates. Remember Tuesday, September 18, is the opening day. H. A. MINER.




Madison, Aug. 1.




"Out of a Job."




An article in a recent issue of The Atlantic Monthly calls for a "Chair of Tent Making" The idea in it is that some occupation is needed for ministers "out of a job." The writer pictures the but too true and common processes whereby a preacher at his best physically, intellectually and spiritually, full of executive force and ability, is dropped out of the work of the active ministry. He has been doing grand work, but, under the restless spirit of the times, his congregation longs for a new voice and novel methods. A neighbor ing church has secured some transient and brilliant light and all are going to hear him. The congregations of the steady, faithful pastor di minish; the remainder become uneasy and timid. Being a noble, unselfish Christian man, he fears division will arise if he stays on, and, regardless of his own personal interests, he resigns without waiting for a call elsewhere.

Then begins a time of anxiety. He finds oppor. tunity here and there to candidate. He is modest. He has never learned to advertise himself. He has hitherto found occupation, relying upon Providence-God, a present help-and believes the way will open. He knows he ran a great risk when he resigned before securing another place. He soon sees that calls go to younger men, the younger they are the more likely to be called. He learns that what churches commonly seek for is not wise leadership, but some short cut to large congregations. Large congregations are not only more exciting, but give promise of larger receipts, and expenses more easily met. After he has been out a few months nobody wants to hear him. He is shelved. It is a pitiful outcome. His plans for work in the Master's name destroyed; his family in need, scattered to provide each child for itself; his self respect tortured, his heart broken. In the battle of life the brave, true man has fallen. He is accounted a failure at the very time when, under more favorable circumstances, he would be rejoicing in the full exercise of his ripened faculties. We shake our heads and say: "Too bad. Something lacking about him




somewhere, or he would not be 'out of a job."" Yet the fact is he has pursued the only honorable course under the circumstances, though the results were fatal to him and his.

All this is a thrice told tale, repeated with distressing frequency. Certainly many incompetents in the ministry are jostled about for a time and then finally shelved. But no graver mistake can be made than to class all ministers "out of a job" as incompetents and failures. Among them may be found, at times, the noblest of men, choice ministers of the gospel. Modest men, not given to pushing themselves, are of far finer character then long headed schemers who look out, first of all, for "No. 1." Jonathan Edwards, great thinker, preacher, saint, was set adrift by the church in Northampton, 150 years ago. He spent a year of mental depression and of anguish. It moves our pity to this day to read his sorrowful plaint over the premature close of his life work. He feared no other work would open to him. When asked to go to Stockbridge to teach the Indians, it was like a voice calling him to arise from the dead. Had the full effects of church action been wrought out Elward's work would have ended before the period when his fame began. For it was after he went to the Indians that his best work was done, and that on which his fame rests chiefly. Our own Grassie, of blessed memory, while "out of a job" at one time was so discouraged that he wrote a friend that he "feared God had nothing further for him to do." The churches did not want him. He was out. Yet God opened a door for him and the best work of his life followed, those years of faithful service in our state missionary work. We need not multiply instances. Everybody has met them. Nor is this experience peculiar to our times. The minister or teacher once out of place, though when the facts are known it be far more to his credit that he is out than if he had stayed, (possibly his only fault n the matter being that he ever was in the place he left), such a one is down. Said a loud and pompous orator in a Beloit church, two or three years ago, who was organizing anti-saloon leagues: "We are going to organize the state of Wisconsin. We want men to take up the work; first-class men; no man out of a job need apply."

Brethren in the ministry and in the churches these things ought not to be. The choicest of men, and the most fit for royal service, may at times be out. If churches would turn to them when in need of pastors and, relying on good records, choose from such, it might do a little to stay the present disgraceful scramble by some ministers already in churches to get away to others which have a little finer organ or a larger parsonage, not to say salary, and the equally reprehensible zeal of some churches to steal prominent ministers from churches where they are doing well enough.

Do not condemn the minister out of a job, at least till you fully know the reasons for his being out. He may even be a "chosen vessel" of the Lord.




Madeli
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with the gratifying reports of new fields, converts




Last Call Before Annual Meeting. and earnest calls from unoccupied and important




At Green Bay, Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 19, occurs the annual meeting of the W. H. M. S. The "outlook" will have full consideration there. There has been a considerable increase in gifts up to date, and a large increase in pledges, but only as their is an earnest pressing for the quota and for excess gifts, can we close our year with any sort of complacency and courage.

Some special gifts expected have not materialized and with all the increase, present and prospective, we are still far from our goal. September is always our most fruitful month by far, but it cannot make ends approximate unless there is at once a general and successful rallying of all who have not done their full share.
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territory, as given by District Missionaries Dexter and Whitelaw, Superintendent Haun and Missionary Willan.

"The fields are white already to harvest."

The romance of missions is not passed in Wisconsin. Neither is the need gone for devotion and steadfastness in fields without romance, but with at least equal need of the gospel and of the aid of their stronger brethren. "Bear ye one another's burdens."




Notice.




All churches and schools that have recently taken offerings for the Congregational Sunday School and Publishing society, will you kindly have the same forwarded without further delay? We are anxious to gather all possible returns before the state meeting in September. There are still a large number of our churches that have made no offerings whatever for our Sundayschool Missionary work, thus far, during the year. All moneys may be sent to the treasurer, Rev. Geo. M. Boynton, D. D., 805 Congregational House, Boston, Mass., or to Rev. Geo. C. Haun 1012 Jenifer street, Madison, Wis.
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BUSINESS CORNER.

EDITORIAL FORCE.




Editor in Chief—Samuel T. Kidder, Ripon, 
Associate Editor-J. R. BLOOM, Menasha. 
Business Editor-SEC'Y H. W. CARTER, Beloit. 
Special Contributors, 1900- 


Rev. RoberT PATON, Brandon. 
REV. A. E. LEONARD, Menasha. 
REV. F. C. BLISS, Plymouth. 


REV. L. E. OSGOOD, Sturgeon Bay. 
REV. J. LLOYD SMITH, Birnamwood. 
REV. J. G. SMITH, Tomah. 
REV. W. M. SHORT, Evansville. 
REV. J. F. EATON, D. D.. Rochester. 
REV. GEO. C. LOCHRIDGE, Elkhorn. 
M. T. DILL, Esq., Prescott. 
REV. JULIUS PARSONS, Roberts. 
REV. FRED STAFF, Fort Atkinson. 
REV. T. ROUSE, Appleton. 


D. L. WIGGINS, ESQ., Ashland. 
REV. JOHN GIBSON, Washburn. 


Advisory Committee




The Chairmen of the Ten District Home Missionary Committees.




Heads of Departments




Church News, Reviews and Exchanges-REV. S. T. 
   KIDDER, Ripon. 


C. S. S. and P. S.-SUPT. GEORGE C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton. 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 
Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E., 
Colleges and Academies, 
Temperance, Sociology, 
Sabbath observances, etc. 





In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR CHURCH LIFE, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y H. W. Carter. Beloit.

ADVERTISEMENTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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tions, on September 18-20, the date of the convention.




It is fourteen years since we met in Green Bay, in 1-86, with Pastor White-that being the happy occasion of their 50th anniversary as the oldest American Congregational church in Wisconsin. Many were there then who can be there now on. ly in spirit. Fathers Jeremiah Porter and Clapp and Camp and Clinton were there, Prof. Blaisdell and Pastor L. J. White and Deacon Tibbits were there, and others who have passed to the Heavenly country. The coming meeting will hold the pathos of these memories. Let every church plan to be ably represented.
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It is a great joy, at this date, to feel somewhat more confident about the safety of our brothers and sisters in Pekin, reported the victims of massacre. May God send greatful tidings of many rescued there and elsewhere, who had been reluctantly given up to martyrdom. No definite tidings come as yet, but so long as the legations live we must hope for the rest. Less comfort can be hoped for concerning our friends who were in Pao ting fu, and in the far interior regions of Shan Si, where the "Oberlin Band" had its field.




*




We are sorry to have received too late for notice last month, the announcement of the Rally of the Wisconsin Federation of Reforms at Camp Cleghorn, near Waupaca, August 9. Secretary H. A, Miner will give the report of a year's work. The meeting will be addressed by Rev. Dr. W. F. Crafts, of Washington, D. C.; President W. O. Carrier, D. D., of Wausau, Warden C. C. McClaughry, of Waupun, J.B. Smith, Esq., of Madison, and others. It will be an important day.




The special sympathy of his co-laborers and wide circle of friends is extended to District Missionary Whitelaw, in his great bereavement, by the death of Mrs. Whitelaw, noticed elsewhere. The Comforter, whom he has so often presented to others, is his abiding stay.




If anybody wants cheap a larger or smaller section of the old tent, past its usefulness, except in fragments, address Rev. G. W. Longenecker, Neillsville, concerning Willan's discarded old




tent.




The Madeline Island resort for "tired workers for others," opened with a goodly company, with an increase to the full capacity promised. Distance from educational centers and the failure to secure favorable terms from the railroads, make the attendance of those interested in the summer school smaller than was hoped for, but those who avail themselves of the opportunity, find Prof. Collie and Prof. Densmore, as leaders, and the natural advantages of the place, all that could be asked for.









Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. chapel, the girls' school, the girls' dormitory, the servants
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Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stough

Recording Secretary-MRS. H. W. CARTER, Beloit.




quarters, the storerooms, the hospital and dispensary, and the bell, and the beautiful communion service given by Miss Porter are doubtless gone too. Then, as they left in haste, their personal effects must, many of them, be looted and burned. But if they can only come out of all this with their lives, we will not complain, bu: scrape a little closer and restore their comforts one by one. Yours, SARAH POLlock.




Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




Treasurer-MRS. A. T. STACY, Emerson Hall, Beloit.
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Since the last writing pledges have been received from Young Women's societies at Beloit 1st, $25; Evansville, $15.00; Hayward, $20; Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $100; Milwaukee and Downer college, $25, and the Young Ladies' Guild, at Madison, $25. From ten societies pledges now amount to $410, with four more to hear from. The $600 to be received from our young women should be in the treasury by Oct. 15. It would encourage all if the remaining pledges would be sent in and acknowledged. A large mead of praise is due these societies. Notice in the "Christian Endeavor World," July 19, a letter from Mrs. F. E. Clark, from Inghok, China.

From the Christian Endeavor societies additional pledges have been received from Arena, $20; Colonna, $10: Elroy, $7.50; Ft. Atkinson, $10; Harris Ridge, $2.50, Hayward, $10; Janesville $10; Kenosha, $20; La Crosse, $50; Madison Missionary club, $3; New Richmond, $3; Norrie, $5; Plymouth, $6; Potosi, $4; Rio, $4.70; Racine, $10; Windsor, $25; Waupun, $15; Sun Prairie, $7.50; Sparta, $25; Stebbinsville, $10. Only thirty pledges have been received from our nearly two hundred Christian Endeavor societies. It would be a satisfaction if all pledges could be returned to the secretary by the first of August that they may be acknowledged in the next issue of Mission Studies. Let this be a personal word to each society. A. B. SEWELL, Sec.




As to China.




You have noticed Rev. H. D. Porter's telegram that they had heard from the missionaries in Peking, July 4, and supposed they were living July 11.

I think you know that Pang Chuang was burned July 3. The burning of these stations is put into about two sentences in the newspapers-sometimes only one, and yet how much it means of sweeping away in this case, the three homes, the




OFFICERS.




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. WM. JEFFRIS, Janesville; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. WRIGHT, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.




Financial Report from July 30 to June 16,




1900.




CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Milwaukee Grand Avenue, $40; LaCrosse, $40; Arena 1st, $1.57; Eau Claire, $12; Menomonie, $20; Bristol and Paris, $25......




TO A. M. A.




Arena 1st; .92, Eau Claire, $5; Elkhorn, $25................




Eau Claire.............




Eau Claire.......




TO C. E. S.




S. S. & P. S.




Total receipts.... 
Cash on hand June 30...... 





DISBURSEMENTS.




Wisconsin Home Missionary society. American Missionary Association... Congregational Education society... Sunday-school and Publishing society..




Total disbursements....... Cash on hand July 16......




LIFE MEMBERS.




$138.57




30.92




4.00




4.00




.$177.49 28 07




$205.56




..$138.57 30 92




4.00




4.00




.$177.49




28.07




$205.56




Miss C. P. Bishop, Woodworth, Wis. By Bristol and Paris. MRS. L. E. SMITH, Treas.




The seventeenth annual meeting of the Wisconsin Woman's Home Missionary Union will be held at Green Bay, Sept. 18, 1900. A full representation of delegates is earnestly desired. The important question of chan e of time and plan of annual meetings is to be considered. Please send delegates prepared to speak intelligently and with authority from your auxiliary. Notice that the day of the meeting is Tuesday, the opening day of the convention-the hour is nine o'clock; we can have only the half day's session, so must be prompt in beginning. Green Bay ladies will cordially welcome all who may be able to




come.




The treasury has need of all your gifts. Please see that they are all sent in before the date fixed for the closing of the treasurer's books, September 15. We must have an increase all along the line to reach our aim for this year. Let us have it, that we may come up to our annual meeting with praise and thanksgiving. MRS. E. G. UPDIKE.




Church Organized.




A new church was formed at Dorchester, Wis., with aid of Council, Rev. H. C. Todd, moderator; Superintendent G. C. Haun, scribe, July 24, 1900.

Superintendent Haun received the fifteen members intocovenant. Player by District Missionary Rev. F. N. Dexter
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OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Right hand of fellowship by Rev. G. C. Longenecker. Addresses by Revs. H. W. Carter, A. W. Cook and F. N. Dexter. For the present the new church will be supplied with preaching from Medford. Steps leading up to the organization were taken, thoroughly and considerately, of all interests and the council went into an exhaustive investigation of the history and present situation. The hearty and general unanimity of the people who, themselves, petitioned for this movement, with the valuable work done by Superintendent Haun and District Missionary Dexter, made the case a clear and interesting one for our organization.




:




Books and Exchanges.




LIBRARY TRACT No. 3.-"Traveling Libraries" by Frank A. Hutchins, Secy. Wis. Free Library Com. Houghton Mifflin & Co., Boston, 1900.-This pamplet by Mr. Hutchins, describes the traveling library system and gives interesting account of its origin and progress.




EXCHANGES.




THE CYCLOPEDIC REVIEW OF CURRENT HISTORY for July, brings its monthly wealth of current information to the right hand of the study chair in a profusion of carefully digested and condensed sketches. Special space is given to the South African War, to various reciprocity treaties and to the Chinese crisis in the orient. Affairs at home and in our colonial possessions are fully treated. Current events in Europe and Canada also find clear expression. It is finely illustrated with maps and portraits.-Current History Co., Boston, $1.50 a year.

Four short stories, the beginning of one serial, and the concluding chapters of another give the August LADIES' HOME JOURNAL claim to the title of Midsummer Story Number. There are besides upward of thirty other features: "College Girls' Larks and Pranks," "The Haunted Houses of New England." "My Summer with Some Chipmunks," "A Missionary in the Great West," by Rev. Cyrus Townsend Brady, "How a Girl Can Work Her Way Through College," Conversation and Good Form in Public Places, "" etc. Pictorially the August Journal is made unusually symptuous by the work of nine illustrators and by innumerable photographs. "Through Picturesque America" will command particular attention, and Howard Chandler Christy's "American Girl in Society" is another notable artistic feature A waltz, "Golden Poppies," is attuned to the slumberous summer days and is exceedingly pretty. From cover to cover the August Journal is entertaining and attractive. By The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia. One dollar a year; ten cents a copy.

TWO OF THE FRESHEST and most important of recent articles on China, namely, Mr. Gundry's account of "The Last Palace Intrigue at Peking" and Mr. Douglas's hopeful view of "The Intellectual Awakening of China" will be found in THE LIVING AGE: Mr. Gundry's article in the number for July 7 and Mr. Douglas's in the number for July 21. One of the most delightful of recent contributions to natural history, popularly treated, is Mr. Matthias Dunn's study of "Mimicry and Other Habits of Crabs" in The Living Age for July 7. It is marked by close and sympathetic observation and contains curious facts which will be new to most readers.-Living Age Co., Boston.

THE CHURCH ECONOMIST for July tells how Dr. Kittridge gets the greatest good out of a vacation, how services are made successful at resorts, how "hot weather" advertising succeeds. How Spurgeon did his parish work and many other things helpful in every parish. It is an invaluable pastoral helper. $1.00 a year.-111 Fifth Ave., N. Y.

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL EVANGEL for August is promptly on time, with its usual freight of information upon Sunday-school movements at home and abroad, and excellent helps upon the International Lessons.

OTHER EXHANGES-Plymouth Weekly, (Michigan); Canadian Congregationalist, (Toronto); Northwestern Congregationalist, (Minneapolis); Nebraska Congregational News, (Lincoln); Wisconsin Journal of Education, (Madison); The Commons, (Chicago), etc., etc.

PUBLIC LIBRARIES for July, (115 Madison street, Chicago) gives a detailed account of the annual meeting of the A. L. A., (American Library Association) in Montreal, June 6-13. Wisconsin was represented by Prof. Reuben G. Thwaites and others.




Personal.




Mr. and Mrs. L. S. Unger, of Brodhead, are to be congratulated on the birth of a daughter, July 7.

Rev. J. R. Smith, of West Superior, with his family and friends, put in their vacation camping at Solon Springs, Wis.

President Rufus C. Flagg, D. D., of Ripon College, is reported seriously ill at the home of a brother in Foxboro, Mass., with typhoid feyer, though at recent date in hopeful condi




153




tion. All his friends will earnestly hope for his speedy recovery. Mrs. Flagg and Miss Alice Flagg are with him in New England.




severe at




Rev. C. W. Dennis, of Amery, has recently had a tack of nervous prostration, from which, we rejoice to learn, he is recovering gratifyingly.

Among our ministers across the sea are Revs. J. Gibson, of Washburn, W. J. C. Bond, of Boscobel, Rev. F. T. Rouse, of Appleton, and Rev. Thos. Evans, of Racine.

Sparta gave a large farewell reception to Dr. and Mrs. Crawford, emphasizing their good will by a gift of about $500, and by special marks of esteem to both Mrs. Crawford and the doctor.

Rev. Wm. Crawford D. D., retires from his long and fruitful work at Sparta, to the lighter work at Mazomanie, where he and his efficient partner will be a blessing to community and convention, and still retain their honored place in our general state interests.

Rev. J. O. Bus well, of Mellen, during July, conducted an extremely interesting, profitable and largely attended Summer school and conference at his headquarters in Mellen. Superintendent R. A. Torrey, of the Moody Iustitute, and other noted Christian workers assisted.

Rev. John Willan is taking a month's well earned vacation in escorting his father to southern California for a home, durthe remainder of his days, with his oldest daughter. Father Willan is 86 years of age, with clear, vigorous mind, and hand, writing one of the most legible hands seen. He has, from choice, lived alone in New Lisbon for about eighteen years, and now responds to a long standing desire of his children.

Rev. C. A. Wight, of Platteville, and of the state executive committee of the W. H. M. S., accepts a call to the pastorate at Hallowell, Me., to the deep regret of his parish and of his associates in the state at large. Few of our leaders will be more missed and mourned than he, both locally and generally. Though returning to his native New England, we hope to hear that he is homesick for Wisconsin, and we shall hold for him constantly an open door of welcome.




Mrs. Whitelaw at Rest.

“He giveth his beloved sleep,” was the thought that came to the bereaved circle from which Mrs. I annie Whitelaw was taken, at noon, Friday, July 27, in Ashland.

Most of her life Mrs. Whitelaw had suffered from great bodilv infirmity and for the past six weeks she had been confined to her bed in great pain, from which death came as a merciful release. Her soft sweet voice marked a spirit of unusual unselfishness and nobility. Her husband, the western district missionary of the the Wisconsin Home Missionary society of the Congregational churches; the daughter Mary, a pupil in Ashland academy, with an infant daughter a year and a half old who had been a special comfort to her mother, rejoice in the blessed influences and inheritance of the mother and companion whose liferadiated only sweetness and blessedness in spite of pain and weakness.

Mrs. Whitelaw, aged 42, was a daughter of Hon. Clinton Babbitt, of Beloit. Mrs. Babbitt assisted in caring for her daughter during the last sickness. Two sisters and a brother, with others, came to the last services. The interment occurred in the Ashland cemetery Sunday afternoon after a brief service at the home, conducted by her pastor, Rev. A. G. Beach, assisted by Secretary Homer W. Carter, of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society.

Mrs. Whitelaw characteristically wished to have it said to the friends who so kindly remembered her with flowers and attention, that she "was likely to go to her heavenly home on beds of flowers if not on beds of ease." C.




Ministerial Movements.




BROWN, REV. FRANK J., called to West Salem. CRAWFORD, REу. Wм., D. D., of Sparta, accepts call to Mazomanie.

EATON, REV. J. F., D. D., withdraws from the Rochester pas torate to devote himself to the principalship of Rochester Academy, served for a year in connection with pastoral work.

Heberlen, REV. F.W., has closed his work at West Superior Hope Church and begun at Cumberland.

PLANT, REV. GEO. E., of Arena Second, accepts call to Peshtigo.

ROWE, REV. JAMES, of Chester Center, Iowa, accepts call to Cashton and Leon.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

      REV. HOMER W. CARTER, D. D., Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
        Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor, WM. S. Jeffris, 





               District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
Executive Committee, REV. GR. LEAVITT, D. D. REV. J. COLLIE, D. D., F. J. LAMB, C. M. BLACKMAN, J. O. MYERS, 
             REV. C. A. WIGHT, REV. H. C. TODD, REV. WALTER M. ELLIS. Meets monthly. 


Directors, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D., J. O, MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT, C. M. BLACKMAN, F. J. LAMB, F. J. HARWOOD, 
      G. H. RAY, REV. JOSEPH COLLIE, D. D., REV GEO. H. IDE, D. D., REV. W. J. C. BOND, Rev. S. T. Kidder, 
               REV. R. L. CHENEY, REV. W. M. ELLIS, RFV. J. W. WHITE, Rev. H. DAVIES, 
                              REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Fincinial Statement for July 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES. Arena Second, $1.40; Arena Third, $15.51; Bloomer, $15; Bristol and Paris, $24 20; Curtiss, $3 12; Durand, $10; Edgerton, $22.84; Eldorado, $11 50; Elkhorn, $4.70; Harris Ridge, $3.57; Iron River, $25; Kinnickinnic, $15.85, Madison, $47.50; Maine, $2.91; Mill Creek, $27.50; Milton, $4.46; Milwaukee Hanover street, $45.85; Milwaukee Plymouth Ladies, $50; Navarino, $2.09: Nekoosa, $3; Osseo, $24; Palmyra, $6; River Falls, $69.15; Roberts, $27.51; Rosendale, $16.75; Royalton, $3; Spring Green, $5.30; Sparta, $54.73; Sterling $15; Steuben, $1.30; Vesper, $.50; Whitewater, $90; Wilson's Creek, $5.20; Windsor, $6. Total.......




CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIVIDUALS.

Mrs. Mary Barnard, Lake Geneva, $50; Miss Eliza Sherman, Brodhead. $15; a friend, Platteville, $5; Miss Mary D. Reid, Fontana, $5; Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $5; Rev. B. Nobis, Cashton, $4.60. Total...........




CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S. C. E.




.$660.17




84.60
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From the Field.




DISTRICT MISSIONARY F. N. Dexter.

When our Lord sent out his disciples on missionary tours, we read that he sent them out "by two and two." It is illustra tive of the very fraternal cooperation of our missionary forces in Wisconsin that for some weeks the writer and Superintend ent Geo. C. Haun, of the C. S. S. & P. S. for our state have been working together and verily it has seemed that the word applied in their cases, where it is written: "One shall chase a thousand, and two shall put ten thousand to flight."




NOT HATCHED UNDER A GOOSE!




What a power our genial Brother Haun is in evangelistic meetings in the new places! His thousands of friends will ap preciate this peculiar compliment which he received recently. At the close of one of our open air meetings, after he had preached one of his characteristic sermons, an old farmer came to me and said: "Say, Elder, that fellow that preached was never hatched under a goose." I agreed with the proposition.




DORCHESTER.




This is a small village on the Wisconsin Central railway, in Clark county, and it is surrounded by a rich and rapidly de veloping farming community. While it has several foreign speaking churches, there was no English speaking church. By special invitation of residents there Brother Haun visited the place and held a few meetings in the spring. There arose a demand for a Congregational church. Brother Haun told them the matter must be pushed forward by themselves, and, as a result, some interested Christians of other denominations circulated a petition among the people and secured signatures of twenty-two of the leading men of the community, asking Brother Haun to go there and start a church of our order. Brother Haun asked for my help and together we held a series of meetings. Some were converted. Some who had been members of other churches, together with these, earnestly asked to have a council called to recognize them as a Congre gational church. The Council was called and met July 24, and a new church of fifteen members was added to our sister hood. The Council had an especially rich spiritual feast as it listened to the confession of faith and to the religious experi ences of those proposing to form the church. They have leased the German Evangelical church building for a year. A lot has been donated for a church building. They are looking for a pastor.




STIMSON.




This is a country postoffice, out in the country eight miles north of Shiocton, in Outagamie county. It is a thickly set tled farming community, where the majority of the people are native Americans. For several years this community, churchless and pastorless, has been asking earnestly for some meetings. But there was no building nearly large enough to ac commodate the folks who should want to come to meeting. But there are groves there! I got Brother Haun to promise to come and help me, and advertised meetings in the woods to commence July 8. We asked people to bring their dinners and come prepared to stay all day.

During the day we estimate that 500 people came and heard the gospel messages. Boards were laid on blocks for seats; lanterns were hung to pine trees for light, a huge bonfire added a cheerful glow. A grander arch than St. Peter's dome bent above us, and it was studded with stars, and with the bright waxing moon. Every evening meetings were held. Large congregations gathered. Afternoon meetings were held for the young folks. As a result several professed conversion, a church is asked for, a new building is already projected, two prayer meetings a week are held, and when the Council gath ers in August, we look for a church of twenty-five members.

While holding meetings here there came a cry from Galesburg, Shawano county, eight miles away, "Come over and help us." Brother Haun said to me: "I'll give up the vacation rest I had planned, and let us go up there and hold meetings also." I agreed and grove meetings are advertised in Galesburg to commence Aug. 19.

Brethren, pray for us. We confidently expect to start a church there, to be joined, perhaps, with Stimson and some other points, in supporting their pastor.

"There remaineth yet very much land to be possessed."









than




Concerning the Collection.




BY REV. T. F. TAINTER IN THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATION




ALIST.




"In the long run, the pastor who presents the missionary causes himself and who takes his own collections will secure more money for the missionary treasury than can be secured by the most strenuous appeals of impassioned pleaders, who take the collection' on the spot, while the congregation is still thrilled by the emotions aroused by stories of a depleted treasury, and by the forceful putting of the divine commands." I have frequently offered-I do not think I have ever refused— my pulpit to the "regularly ordained" secretaries. I fully believe in their work and I am always glad to have them come. They have never failed to do good. But with rare exceptions, the offering taken after their address, does not equal that tak en at other times. On the whole the results are better when they tell their story and let the collection go free. This is not said to belittle in any way their work, but merely to state a fact, which, if it be a fact, needs accounting for. That there are times when the special plea of the special worker is the one thing needed to bring out a generous offering I do not at all question. But it is still true that as a rule the specific results in money from their coming is not what one would think it ought to be.




It will be seen at a glance that no worker can stay long on such a field as one of those described, doing such work, without the need of rest and Christian fellowship. To meet this need, and also to accommodate the training school, the home has been planned which we hope to erect immediately. We are depending entirely upon the Lord to furnish the material for this building as well as for the supply of all our needs. The building as planned will cost about $3,500 to erect and furnish. We have consulted with many practical businees men as to the expediency of erecting this building, and they all agree that it ought to be done.

This statement of the work is made, hoping that you may become convinced of the necessity of the erection of this training school and central home for Christian workers in the northland. Mr. R. G. Gibson, proprietor of the Bank of Clintonville in Clintonville, Wisconsin, has become the treasurer for our building fund. We hope to be able to erect this much needed building and have it ready for occupancy by the first of July, 1900, and at once open the training school for a summer session at which time Dr. R. A. Torry, of Chicago, and other prominent Bible teachers are to be present.

As to the value of the work which has been done, we refer you by permission to Mr. W. A. Holt, of the Holt Lumber company, of Oconto, Wisconsin.

Trusting that this much needed work will commend itself to your judgment and secure your cooperation: Sincerely yours,

SUPERIOR CHRISTIAN ASS'N. 
     J. O. BUSWELL, Supt. 
     T. A. PORTER, Ass't Supt. 
    H. H. ROTTMAN, Field Sec. 
   MRS. RHODA PARKS, Sec. 
     F. T. DAWE, Treas. 








Missionary Work




AMONG THE LUMBERMEN, MINERS AND INDIANS AND IN THE NEGLECTED DISTRICTS AND TOWNS OF NORTHERN WISCONSIN,




MICHIGAN AND MINNESOTA.




The last year has brought. to the lumbering and mining regions of Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota, a wonderful revival of business. The woods are filled with lumbermen. In many instances enough men cannot be procursd to do the work of the season. In the mining towns every available man is employed. The saloon, the gambling den and the brothel are reaping a rich harvest. Many of the little towns in these neglected regions are without Christian workers and wholly left to evil influences. Thousands upon thousands of men in hundreds of camps hear nothing of the gospel all winter long, and only come out of the woods into these towns in the spring to spend their hard-earned money in riotous living, and spend it quickly. Mothers and wives and children are Often robbed of the needed support by the three evil institutions above named. Very little has been done until now to reach the "Lumber Jacks" in their seclusion and teach them better ways. Passing attempts have been made by different Organizations, but we are convinced that it needs persistent, intelligent, faithful labor to do lasting good, and a greatly increased number of laborers who must be especially trained for this work. We are fully persuaded from past experience that the average seminary graduate is not fitted for these fields, and those going from the Bible schools need further special training and testing on a given field with an experienced worker.

The Superior Christian Association is a corporation having for its object the evangelization of the Lake Superior region which embraces Northern Minnesota, Wisconsin and Michigan. The center from which this association works is Melen, Wisconsin. At this point, by courtesy of the Wisconsin Central Railroad company, we have eighty acres of land to be used exclusively for this work. Upon it is to be erected a building designed for a training school and rest home for the workers. When cleared and put under cultivation, the land is to help provide for the table, and also furnish an opportunity for students who desire to work their way. The association, while it is undenominational, cooperates with all evangelical denominations.

Experience has shown that very little, if any, permanent good is accomplished by the desultory sort of work of those who go in simply to organize, leaving organization in the hands of wholly untrained and often non-christian people. To do a work which will be permanent in the little towns, a trained Bible teacher must have an oversight of the field, and such workers are being sent out. They go without salary, and in many places they have to work for their board, trusting in the Lord for their clothes and what money they need. In many towns there are no Christian homes, and the workers have to go into whatever sort of home opens, many times a decidedly unchristian one. Thus they are entirely without Christian companionship.

The plan is to keep a trained Bible teacher on every destitute field, and to hold Bible classes, children's meetings, Sunday-schools and Evangelistic meetings; in other words, to lay a solid foundation for a church on fields that are large enough.

For the lumber camps we expect to furnish a number of trained workers, who shall visit the camps in a given district at regular intervals, and not in a hap-hazard way. They are also to look after the men when the camps break up in the spring, and lead them to places where they can save instead of spend their money. The work is entirely supported by the free-will offerings of those upon whose hearts God has laid this work.




Another Extract.




"We desire a man of fine personal presence, of broad and accurate scholarship. He must possess the vigorous earnestness of Paul and the sweet tenderness of John. He must have enough of this worldliness to make some people believe he is more liberal than his church, and of the other worldliness to convince the others that he would not open the gates of heaven one half inch too wide for the passage of any whom he might believe ought not to be admitted.

He must have all of the virtues and none of the failures pertaining to humanity. He must draw a large congregation as with a diachylon plaster, make the praver meetings as entertaining as a three ring circus and keep the treasury overflowing.

I might enumerate other necessary or desirable qualifications but you will find no difficulty in adding to the catalogue and if their possessor is ever discovered, we want him. But to get back to terra firma, there are two or three qualifications which I would consider quite essential.

We need some one who can gather, organize and direct our young people. He should have a warm social disposition and preach good sermons. Perhaps you may think that I have only condensed my previous catalogue, but you will appreciate the situation. Then, too, we can pay only a very moderate salary for all these things.




Wanted at Ashland Academy.

1. It will be necessary, during the present summer, to provide at least a dozen additional dormitory rooms, as well as to remodel and enlarge the present dining room and kitchen. These needed improvements will cost from $800 to $1000. We ask friends to "take stock" in this growing institution by donations of money for this especial purpose.

2. These dormitory rooms when built must be furnished for the use of students. We ask donations of furniture for this purpose-chairs, tables, bedsteads, mattresses, bed springs, sheets, quilts, pillows, blankets, lamps, book cases, rugs and other articles needed for sleeping and study rooms-also dishes and table ware for kitchen and dining room purposes. Many such articles were donated the past year, which were very helpful, and we ask for similar gifts for the next year's expansion. Money to buy furniture is equally acceptable. A gift of twenty-five dollars will comfortably furnish a room, and in such cases the room will bear the name of the donor. -Helping Hand.
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More District Conventions.




MILWAUKEE CONVENTION AT ROCHESTER.

The annual meeting of the Milwaukee convention was held with the church at Rochester, May 28 and 29. The Rochester Academy, the sixtieth anniversary of the Rochester church, the beauty of the country in May and the fine things the program promised, drew an unusually large attendance of delegates and visitors, over one hundred from out of the village attending one or both days' sessions. Rev. L. H. Keller was elected moderator and Rev. V. F. Brown, scribe

The convention sermon was preached by the retiring mod-, erator, Rev. C. C. Campbell, from Acts 26:19. In the light of science and experience the speaker made a forcible plea for the recognition of spiritual ideals. The communion service followed, administered by Rev. J K. Kilbourn and Rev A. D. Blakeslee, and its spiritual influences were felt in all the sessions of the convention.

On Tuesday morning Rev. V. F. Brown read a paper from Rev. C. H. Taintor, presenting the work of the Congregational Church Building society. The topic of absorbing interest on the program was The Religious Instruction of Children. Present methods of instruction were considered by Superintendent G. C. Haun. His wide experience in Sunday-school work and his large and sensible view of the subject gave a genuineness to his words that made a deep impression. President Charles McKenna, of the Milwaukee Normal school, pre sented the subject from an educator's point of view. In a thorough and masterly way he spoke of the factors that have led to the high efficiency of the public school and showed how these same factors must have a place in any system of relig ious instruction that is to have satisfactory results. The convention voted to print and send copies of the address to Sunday-school superintendents and teachers of our Wisconsin churches. The addresses and the discussion following revealed the strong and unanimous conviction that we have outgrown the rather primitive methods of the International Lesson System and should at once provide a system based upon the principles that have made such marked progress in the public schools possible.

The reports of the churches which closed the morning ses sion were, in the main, encouraging. It was inspiring to hear of the heroic struggles and steady progress of many of the smaller churches in the convention.

The afternoon session was opened with business, followed by the Woman's hour. In the absence of the speakers engaged for the occasion there were devotional exercises led by Mrs. N. T. Blakeslee and addresses by Mrs. H. H. Jacobs and Mrs. Stacy, district president of the W. B. M. 1. These profitable exercises showed how well the ladies have learned to meet emergencies in their work.

A pleasant feature of the convention program was the celebration of the sixtieth anniversary of the Rochester church, of which a report will appear in these columns.

The afternoon session closed with the presentation of the work of the Rochester Academy by J. O. Meyers. The noble work the Academy is doing was a revelation to many and the discussion showed an awakened interest in this educational enterprise and a firm purpose to do all possible for its support. The closing session on Tuesday evening was devoted to missions. Secretary H. W. Carter spoke for the W. H. M. S., emphasizing the interdependence of our several societies and speaking of the forward movement in this state. It was an able plea for a cause we all love. Dr. A. N. Hitchcock was at his best in an address for the American Board, setting forth its work in large relations and proving Christianity to be God's appointed agency for the salvation of the world.

Altogether it was a good meeting, one of the largest and best in the history of the convention. The church of Rochester and their pastor, Dr. Eaton, deserve special praise for the thorough preparation for the convention and their unbounded hospitality to the delegates.

The next meeting will be held with the church of Hartland.




WINNEBAGO CONVENTION AT KEWAUNEE.

The brave little city, Kewaunee, was a revelation to the thirty or so wayfarers who rode over the hills and down across the trestles to share its convention hospitalities, June




5-7.




The little town of 1,500 souls, now nobly building up from recent fiery disasters, glistened on its terraced hights in the rare June sunshine, bloomed fragrantly with belated lilacs and apple blossoms and looked down in queenly pose upon the far-flashing expanse of Lake Michigan, spreading away to the sky line.

The commodious little chapel is a union structure, but is unlim tedly committed to the uses of the Congregational church, which has no protestant competition in the town. It stands high on a bluff at whose toot the sea waves break, a land mark near and far, somewhat apart from the busy streets, and inviting to restful communion with God and the most glorious aspects of His world. None of us will forget the strolls along the beach, nor the moonlit evenings after the church was silent and songs had died away and lights were fading, when we stood in hushed reverie behind the church,




upon the headland light, and heard the ripples on the sands and watched the twinkle of the city lights below and the dim outline of the harbor pier with the low lighthouse eye glowing forth into the mists of night. If, as one suggested, we had come to "the end of the world" it was a beautiful end.

Pastor Day and his people were in the best of trim and heart. We found a sympathetic, cultured audience-day as well as evening-and were entertained in delightful homes and bountiful measure. The mayor of the city aided in our entertainment by devising boat trips, and an exhibition of the drill of the life saving crew, for our benefit. Most of us were surprised with the large business enterprise and shipping facilities cf the town, and the expansion of its industries in lake traffic, by its immense ferry boats, to Frankfort, and in its extensive pea-canning industry. Pastor Day is doing a faithful constructive work, which is much appreciated.

It was not without significance that the June meeting of the convention came to Kewaunee. There was recalled to some of us the old-time meeting of the disciples with Christ, on the sea shore. What a delight it must have been to them. For the Master was with us as we commu. ed and prayed and planned together at Kewaunee. It was the Master's sorvants, in the Master's spirit, doing the Master's busiress and looking to his presence and guidance.

The program of the meeting called for a devotional service in opening each session and the early morning meeting on Wednesday was especially refreshing. Rev. L. E. Osgood, of Sturgeon Bay, was elected moderator and Mr. G. E Buchanan, of Appleton, scribe. The business occupied its full time.

The papers were thoughtful, scholarly and dealt with present day themes. "Christ's Indictment of the Churches" was discussed by Rev. J. H. Chandler, of Fond du Lac; "The Topeka Experiment," by Rev. Isaac B. Tracy, of South Kaukauna, and "The Theological Training for Today," by President Flagg, of Ripon College. Better churches, better newspapers and better trained ministers, adapted to today's needs, were urged. Missions were presented by Dr. Kidder, for the Church Building society, Rev. F. N. Dexter, for the Wisconsin Home Missionary society, and Dr. A. N. Hitchcock, for the American Board. "God's work is always a pressing emergency." The churches are not making the good times apparent in our missionary treasuries. "Come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty."

The Christian Endeavor hour was led, with interest, by Mr. G. E. Buchanan, of Appleton, and the Woman's hour by Mrs. H. J. Yapp, of Fond du Lac. Rev. F. N. Dexter pictured, in his inimitable way, the "man who prays, but does not pay." He was followed by Rev. F. T. Rouse with the convention sermon on "Motive Power." It was telling and interesting. The convention was fittingly closed with an inspiring sermon by Rev. A. E. Leonard, of Menasha, on "Power From on High." It was preceded by an address on "Self Sacrifice," by Rev. W. M. Forkell, of Green Bay.

We were pleasantly surprised with Kewaunee, generously entertained by its people and mayor, and remember to pray God's richest blessing upon town and people, church and pastor.

Rev. Mat. Evans, of Oshkosh, was received to membership. J. H.

LEMON WEIR DISTRICT CONVENTION.

The annual convention of Lemonweir district was held at Endeavor, June 14-15. The number of representatives from other churches was larger than usual. Endeavor is a rapidly growing village, and her outlook for the future is encouraging. Her people know how to entertain a convention well. At every session the attendance was large and much interest was manifested. At the organization of the convention Rev. C. A. Chambers was chosen moderator, and Rev. Mr. Stevens was chosen scribe. The visitors to the convention were Revs. H. W. Carter, F. N. Dexter, Geo. C. Haun, H. A. Miner and Drs. Taintor and Hitchcock, of Chicago. Carefully prepared papers were presented as follows: "Value of the Religious Element in Education," Rev. B. E. Ray; "How May the Church Gain Supreme Power Over Man's Life," Rev. B. J. H. Shaw; "Impressions Received During a Four Years' Village Pastorate,". G. V. Clark; "Rules for Christian Effort," Emanuel Breeze; "Reflections on Decrease of Church Membership," Rev. J. A. Thomas.

Rev. G. C. Haun made a vigorous appeal in behalf of the work of the C. S. S. & P. S. Secretary Carter and Missionary Dexter speaking on the topic, "A Phase of Religious Instruction," presented the cause of Home Missions in a fresh and interesting manner.

On the evening of the 14th the delegates had the privilege of attending the closing exercises of Endeavor Academy. The work which this Academy is doing is of special interest to every church in Lemon weir district.

The afternoon session of the 15th was opened by an inspiring song service led by Rev. C. A. Boughton, of Necedah. A part of this session was devoted to the Woman's Missionary Hour, under the direction of Miss Sewell, of Stoughton, and Mrs. Little, of Grand Rapids, secretary for Lemonweir district. The evening session was one of the best of the convention. Both the main auditorium and the lecture room were crowded.












Drs. Taintor and Hitchcock gave inspiring addresses. The session was closed with Communion service conducted by Rev. H. A. Miner and Rev. C. A. Chambers. The next convention will be held at Necedah. G. V. CLARK.




C. E. CONVENTION-ROSEndale.




A delightful annual meeting of the Winnebago district Endeavorers occurred at Rosendale, June 14-15, and was well attended by delegates from near and far. Pastor W. J. Stewart and his wife and young people had made ample and thoughtful preparations. The skies were clear, Rosendale was in its most gorgeous summer dress of forests and farm lands, and finely hospitable homes. The program was well carried out under President Starr. The treasurer had ridden over seventy miles on his wheel to be present.

At the opening session addresses were well received from Rev. Robt. Paton, of Brandon, on "Church Membership the Goal of Christian Endeavor," and from Rev. J. A. Davidson, of Dartford, on "The Endeavor Society of the New Century.'

The morning devotional service was led by Mr. Geo. G. Shulze, of Ripon A symposium was conducted by Rev. W. J. Stewart, embodying the topics "Missions," "Tenth Legion" and "Quiet Hour." Miss Nettie Harrington, of Janesville, and Miss M. I Wilkie, of Fond du Lac, conducted the Junior hour and conference. Rev. Samuel G. Ruegg, of Stockbridge, gave a blackboard address on Faith. Rev. Arthur C. Kempton, state president, gave most helpful addresses in the afternoon and evening on "If Jesus Were in My Place," and "Immanuel's Land." Rev. Arthur E. Leonard, of Menasha, gave the closing address and led the final consecration service.




Important Minutes.




ADOPTED TENTATIVELY BY THE JOINT MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMISSION.




Minute 1.-"That this joint committee feels (a) that the provision made for primary classes up to eight years of age under the arrangements of the International System is especially insufficient and unsatisfactory.

(b) That a series of simple, attractive text books, should be prepared for the use of Primary trachers and scholars, based on the best modern pedagogical principles, and so arranged as to store the memory with choice passages of scripture, and the most interesting and essential facts in the history and doctrines of our faith.'

It was realized by the committee that such a change would necessarily look toward and ultimately result in a complete graded course for the whole school. For many reasons, also, it was felt desirable that, if possible, there should be a common unity among us in efforts in these directions. The following additional minute therefore was also adopted:

Minute 2.-"That this committee expresses the hope:

(a) "That the Congregational Sunday-school and Publishing society will, as soon as possible, suggest some approved scheme of grading for our schools, corresponding in general to the divisions of the best approved public schools.

(b) "That as early as possible a course of study may be outlined corresponding with these grades, the course to embrace gospel stories, stories illustrating the great doctrines of our faith, the life of Jesus, consecutive biography, Old and New Testament history, Biblical geography, Bible study by books, the teachings of Jesus, ete., including possibly some catechetical instruction, together with the memorizing of scripture, the more important subjects being repeated from time to time with increasing breadth and emphasis.

(c) "That after the completion of this graded course there should be opportunity for special study in Normal courses and subjects connected with the development of religious thought, history and organization.

(d) "That the Congregational Sunday-school society may find itself able to prepare and publish from time to time the necessary manuals for such a course.'

This letter is an effort to discover the sentiment of Christian leaders upon this important matter. We speak for no one but ourselves in issuing this action, though, with one exception, our two committees are unanimous. We gladly recognize that our Congregational Sunday School and Publishing society has shown itself deeply interested in all progressive efforts; but we suppose that it will be reasonably hesitant about undertaking such a step as the one advocated unless it has the endorsement and co-operation of the leaders of our churches. We therefore submit to you the above action of the committee and ask for your judgment and suggestions. If it meets with your approval may we have the help of your endorsement in advancing this important phase of Christian education?

JAMES A. BLAISDELL, Olivet, Michigan,

Secretary Joint Committee of Mich and Wis. REV. HENRY FAVILLE, D. D., La Crosse, Wis., Chairman Joint Committee.

THE WISCONSIN COMMITTEE.




Rev. C. A. Osborne, Lake Geneva; Rev. Henry Faville, La




Crosse; F. J. Harwood, Appleton; Rev. Geo. C. Haun, Madi son; Rev. James R. Smith, West Superior.




OF THE MICHIGAN COMMITTEE.




Rev. H. D. Hunter. Calumet; Rev. C. F. Swift, Lansing, (now of Minneapolis, Minn.); Rev. F. J. Estabrook, Vermontville, (now of Oberlin, Ohio); Rev. J. A. Blaisdell, Olivet; Rev. Frederick Bagnall. Sault Ste Marie; Rev. Archibald Hadden, Muskegon; Rev. Wm. Ewing, Lansing; Rev. R. W. McLaughlin, Kalamazoo; Rev. F. W. Hodgdon, Greenville, (now of Orange, N. J.).

This minute has been endorsed by several Wisconsin conventions.
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Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal accomplishments and spec al plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest -Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., jus before the month closes.




Brandon-Rev. R. Paton, pastor. Extensive repairs in place of worship are being made during the pastor's vacation in Michigan.

Brodhead-Rev. S. L. Unger, pastor. Secretary Hitchcock spent Sunday, July 1, with the church at Brodhead, preaching both morning and evening. At the morning service the church gave its annual offering for the foreign work, which amounted to $38. The Ladies' Missionary society had sent in over $30 for the same work. In the evening Dr. Hitchcock spoke very forcibly on the subject: "Gaining Ground." This was listened to very attentively by a large audience, the Presbyterian church uniting in the service. One hopeful feature of pastor Unger's work is the success of the weekly cottage prayer meetings during the last three months. The attendance and interest is good.

Eau Claire Second-Rev. J. B. Thompson, pastor, is regaining ground lost during a vacancy of the pastorate, and is moving forward hopefully. Besides paying off some old claims, the church is laying a new concrete sidewalk costing $100.

Elk Mound-Rev. H. R. Vaughn, of Wheaton, serves this field and is engineering the building of a meeting house to be occupied in September, probably.

Endeavor-Rev. R. L. Cheney, pastor. On a recent Sunday was observed the tenth anniversary of the tent meetings under which the new town and Academy at Endeavor were started, marking the beginning of a great work. The church was organized Aug. 7, which was to be also memorialized. Pastor Boughton, of Necedah, assisted in the celebration and spent the Sunday.

Grand Rapids-Rev. B. T. H. Shaw, pastor. The West Side Unity church made up of a Congregational and Methodist church joining hands, was recognized with appropriate services June 28. Rev. Judson Titsworth, D. D., preached the




sermon.




Green Bay-Pastor J. A. Spence delivered an address on "The Modern Theatre" at the Union Congregational church, Sunday evening, July 8, to a large audience. Mr. Spence spoke of the possibilities of the drama for good, but strongly condemned certain plays in current exhibition as filthy and degrading. The Green Bay Advocate reports the drift of the sermon and comments editorially upon it.

Hartford-Rev. C. C. Campbell, pastor. With two gatherings, this church has exceeded its Home Missionary apportionment, largely increasing its gifts. Two of the young men, John Dennisen, a Ripon student, and John Mohr, conduct a Sabbath afternoon Sunday school in a nei hboring village

Iron River-Rev. Lee A. Brink, pastor. The hearty call for another year's pastorate is extended and the work moves forward prosperously, with larger congregations than ever. A remarkable conversion at a recent Sabbath evening service, greatly moved and stimulated pastor and people.

Nekoo-a-Rev, B. E. Ray, pastor. Besides paying off an old debt and meeting all obligations to date, including the Home Missionary apportionment, $25 have been raised toward renovating the church building. The donor of the building, Mr. A. W. Patten, of Appleton, has had the building repainted at his own expense.

Para Falls-Rev. A. W. Cook, pastor. The new building rapidly approaching completion. The spiritual growth of the past six months has been even more remarkable. The membership has increased from three to twenty, with everyone active, and a participant in the weekly prayer meeting, unless a valid reason prevents. Secretary Carter, at a recent prayer meeting, found more than half of the eighteen present to be men, with a good representation of young men. All present, with one exception, prayed or testified.

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight, pastor. A short time ago the ladies of our church gave a colonial reception and tea in connection with the monthly missionary meeting. Twenty or more ladies dressed in costumes of bygone days, presented a very pleasing and attractive part of the social part of the meeting. The sum of ten cents was charged for supper and, having a table of useful articles to sell, the sum f $20.50 was realized, which goes to help make up our quota for Home Missions.

Prenti e--Rev. H. C. Todd begins at Prentice in a newly repaired parsonage, with gratifying prospects for the work. Sharon-Rev. W. H. Kent has served his people in this village, for two months, in a highly creditable manner, and in the short time that he has been here has greatly endeared himself to his church. The ministers of other denominations in the village readily fraternize with him. At a recent quarterly union meeting given by the W. C. T. U. Mr. Kent was




chosen to address the meeting, and his discourse was pro nounced the most powerful and pointed ever given in Sharon, against the saloon traffic. The church gave a reception to their pastor a few weeks since, which was a happy affair. Mr. Kent will take a vacation through the month of August, expecting to spend a part of the time at the assembly at Delavan Lake and a short time with his mother in Pennsylvania. All services, except the Sunday school, will be closed during August.

Sparta-Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Crawford have been the recipients, as might be expected, of a series of ovations during their last days with these beloved people of their long pastorate. Resolutions of very high esteem were passed by the church, etc. Dr. Crawford soon removes to Mazomanie. He writes: "My field will be smaller than before but I trust it will be better cultivated. I go to my new work with fresh courage and hope.

Steuben, and associate field (Kickapoo Valley) This field came under the charge of Rev. H. R. Hogan, Feb. 18, last. Since then thirteen members have been received into the churches on this field, taking in ten at Steuben on July 1, two at Maple Ride and one at Harris Ridge the same day. Four came by letter and nine upon confession of faith. At Maple Ridge we have put in new song books within the last month and the ladies are going to furnish the church with curtains. During the week of July 4 we held special meetings at Maple Ridge, with an all day meeting on the Fourth, the pastor be ing assisted in the music by his brother from Chicago and in the preaching by an old friend, a returned missionary from South America. The Holy Spirit was with us and saints were blessed and sinners saved. We had a goodly attendance on the Fourth, the people bringing their baskets and picnicing out in the grove, beside the church, between services. All who attended were blessed and many said that it was the best Fourth of July they ever spent. We are planning to repeat the affair, on a greater scale, next year, The work along all lines is looking up and services are being better attended despite the warm weather.

Stimson--Grove meetings recently held here by Supt. Haun and General Missionary Dexter have been cheering. Upwards of thirty professed conversion. A lot has been promised for a church building and a building fund started. A.church is soon to be organized, it is probable. Large audiences come every night, people driving for miles to attend the meeting. This was a week of Brother Haun's vacation time!

Stoughton-While looking for a pastor, this church is regularly and most happily supplied by Rev. E. C. Barnard, of Whitewater, Offerings for each of our six benevolences are taken in both church and Sunday-school and the sum asked for our Home Missionary fund is already sent to the treasury with one-fifth added.

Trempealeau-Rev. W. A. Griffiths, pastor. The work at Trempealeau goes smoothly on, with large congregations every Sunday morning. The evening service will be omitted during the month of August.

Trevor-Rev. J. W. Moore, pastor. The old "Liberty" church is located two miles east of the viliage. In connection with the regular services there, Pastor Moore has gratifying response in the Sabbach school and preaching service inaugurated in the village.

West Superior-Rev. F. W. Heberlein, who has closed his work at West Superior Hope, has begun work at Cumberland. His two years at West Superior have been earnestly faithful amidst peculiarly trying circumstances and deserves and receives great credit for his heroic labors. These three struggling English speaking churches of this "steel-plant" portion of the city have an extremely perplexing problem to solve. Secretary Carter canvassed the field July 30, and arranged that District Missionary Whitelaw should spend time enough on the field to help to a solution of the problem, if possible, either by temporary cooperation of the three in support of one pastor, or by affiliation with the stronger churches in the other part of the city.




Wisconsin in the Year Book.

The Yearbook for 1900, with 5th year statistics has lately appeared. It credits us with 251 churches and 228 ministers, 72 of whom are without charge (mainly in teaching or special work). It makes our Sunday-school total 24,943, average 15,550, besides mission and independent schools with 4,370 attendants. Our Sunday-schools have suffered an unexplained loss of 2,277 during the year. Our church members number 22.856, with the sadly large number of 4,132 marked absent. 1,420 were received to membership last year, the net gain being 998, which is larger than that reported from any other state, though the Lord knows we have not endeavored as we might to "go make disciples."

Our total of benevolent offerings is reported as $46,377. Home expenses $234,289. In benevolences we have gained $168 over last year, in home expenses we have dropped $5,165. We have 193 church buildings valued at $1,272,996, and 95 parsonages, worth $171,475. Eighty-one churches are in debt to the amount of $83,229. Our ministers' salaries average $805 which exceeds the average of our neighbor Michigan but falls behind that of Minnesota.
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TIME AND

SPACE




are practically annihilated 
by the ocean cables and 
land telegraph systems 
which now belt the cir- 
cumference of Old Earth in 





 so many different directions. "Foreign parts" are no longer 
 foreign in the old meaning of the term. Europe, Africa, Asia, 
 are "next door" to us. What happens there to-day we know 
 to-morrow -if we read THE CHICAGO RECORD, whose 
 Special Cable Correspondents are located in every important 
 city in the world outside of the United States. No other 
American newspaper ever attempted so extensive a service; 
 and it is supplemented by the regular foreign news service 
 of The Associated Press. For accurate intelligence of the 
 stirring events which are shaking the nations-of wars and 
 rumors of wars-of the threatening dissolution of old govern- 
 ments and the establishment of new-of the onward sweep of 
the race in all parts of the world-the one medium of the 
most satisfactory information is the enterprising, "up-to-date" 
American newspaper, THE CHICAGO RECORD. 
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The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is called to the fact that the COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D., 
 Sparta. 


 Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J.O. Meyers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 





Who Wants a Chandelier?

Any church in need of a twelve or fifteen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C, H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers,
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Worthless




reprint are given various names, "The Original 
Webster's Dictionary," "Webster's Encyclopedic 
Dictionary," "Webster's Unabridged," 
                           "Web 
ster's Big Dictionary," etc., etc. Many announce- 
ments concerning these 


Reprint Dictionaries

are very misleading, but the Webster reprint portion of each from A to Z is the same,-fortyfive years behind the times, and printed from plates made by photographing the old pages. There are no illustrations in the body of these books, and such as are grouped at the back are mostly discarded pictures from old books. The old dictionary

Long Since Obsolete

is padded out by various additions culled from various sources, but the body is the same that was published when Polk was president and duly buried at the incoming of Lincoln. The Web ster current from Lincoln to Harrison, is the popular copyrighted "Unabridged," which has recently been superseded by WEBSTER'S INTERNATIONAL DICTIONARY, a new book from cover to cover, fully abreast of the times.

Send for free pamphlet giving particulars. C. & C. MERRIAM CO., Springfield, Mass., U. S. A.
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FOR SALE! The Cambrian
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Beloit stands foremost among the 
Colleges of the Interior. 


Among its twelve buildings, especially noteworthy are the Pearsons Science Hall, containing Extensive Laboratories and the Logan Museum of Archaeology; the beautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for men; Emerson Hall, one of the finest college buildings for women in the country; Memorial Hall with library of 25,000 volumes; the Smith Observatory equipped for original work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall with valuable paintings and the unique Fisher Collection of casts from the Antique.

The Academy

Of the College, finely equipped, prepares for all leading institutions, and gives thorough general training.

Correspondence may be addressed to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, Principal of the Academy, Beloit, Wisconsin,




For tickets and full information 
      apply to agents of 


Chicago & North-Western Ry.

H. R. McCULLOUGH, Gen'l Traffic Manager. W. B.KNISKERN,

Gen'l Pass, and Ticket Agt




Rochester Academy,

ROCHESTER, WIS.
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Beautiful Situated in Southeast Wisconsin in quiet town on the banks of the Fox River.

An Ideal Place for an academy. Boys and girls fitted for college, and for the duties of life, as intelligent citizens. Good Opportunities for those who wish to fit themselves to teach in public schools. Supreme Emphasis is laid upon right character as the only foundation of true success.




The school is sustained mainly by the Mil wankee Convention of Congregational Churches. It is afflicted with Beloit College, and is on the accredited list of the University of Wisconsin and of Milwaukee-Downer. Address all inquiries to

JAMES F. EATON, D. D., 
                          Principal. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER.




October 21-22-Days of united prayer for Sunday-schools.

October 23-25-Annual meeting of the American Missionary association, Springfield, Mass.

October 23-25-Annual meeting of

the W. B. M. I., Kenwood Evangelical church, Chicago.

October 28-United prayer for For

eign Missions and the work of the A. B. C F. M., especially in China.

October 30-31-Beloit District con

vention at Clinton.

November 11-17-Y. M. C. A. week

of prayer for young men.

November 12-13-Milwaukee




Dis




trict convention at South Milwaukee.

November 15-16-Annual meeting of

Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day association. Sheboygan.




CONVENTION




NUMBER




1900
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RIPON COLLEGE

This institution is one of the old and tried institution of the state of Wisconsin. It is an unsectarian Christian school in high order. It does the work both of Preparatory and Collegiate grades, and of the character of its work, stands abreast of the best colleges in the West. It believes in the Co-Education of the sexes. Boys and girls develop most normally in competition with each other.

With regard to outfit, Ripon College stands well, There are five buildings standing in the midst of as fine a campus as any of which the state can boast. situated at the center of the beautiful city of Ripon, Wisconsin.

The Faculty is composed of instructors of marked ability. The Preceptress. Miss Mary C. Harwood, would be glad to enter into correspondence with parents having daughters to educate.

The Departments of Music and Art offer unusually good opportunities for students in these lines.

Dawes Cottage offers to young ladies of limited means a chance to "keep house" under the supervision of a mat




ron.




A new Gymnasium, together with bathing and other conveniences, is now completed. Thus excellent facilities for hysical culture are provided.

Expenses are Low, as it is one of the objects of the College to enable young eople of limited means to obtain an education.

Address the President,




R. C. FLAGG, Ripon, Wis.
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Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa

Missouri, Minnesota,

South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan

For further information address




GEO. H. HEAFFORD,

Passenger Agent, CHICAGO. ILL.

OUR CHURCH LIFE

As an Advertising Medi»m

The Following Testimony is Un




solicited:




"We are getting more inquiries from our ad. in OUR CHURCH LIFE than from any advertising we have done elsewhere." DARROW INVESTMENT Co., Corning, Iowa.




Your




Subscription




To




Our




Church Life.




WISCONSING CENTRAL

LINES




A PROGRESSIVE STATE

No other state in the Union offers greater indueements for the locarion of industries and manufacturing Plants than Wisconsin with its limitless Iron Ore deposits, abundonce of Hardwood Timber, numerous Clay, Kaolin and Marl Beds and other advantages.

The Wisconsin Central Lines penetrate the Center of the State, and manufacturers can find excellent locations for Plants, with facilities for reaching marnets everywhere. Relible information will be cheerfully furnished upon application of W. H. Killen, Industrial Commissioner, Milwaukee, Wis.




HOME-SEEKERS




will find the lands in Northern Wisconsin de sirable and splendid. Hardwood Farming Lands, adjacent to the Wisconsin Central Lines, can now be purchased at a very low figure and on easy terms. Write for fee illustrated pamphlet with maps to Fre erick Abbot, Land Commissioner, ilwaukee Wis. H. F. WHITCOMB, Gen'l Manager. B. JOHNSON, Gen'l. Freight Agent. Jas. C. FONDGen'l. Passenger Agent, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Wisconsin Congregational Con- A. Stemen, of Viroqua, clerk. The business com




vention.




The sixtieth annual meeting of the Congregational churches of Wisconsin was held at Green Bay, the oldest church in the state, Sept. 18-20, 1900, after an interval of fourteen years since its previous session here.

The Congregational clans of the "Badger state" were there in good numbers, about two hundred and fifty being in attendance. The pastor, Rev. Joseph M. A. Spence, and his people had left nothing undone to make it pleasant for their guests. The reception committee, led by Mr. P. R. Kendall, proved exceedingly efficient.




MONDAY EVENING.




An informal opening, in the shape of a missionary rally, was held on Monday evening. The auditorium and parlors were tastefully, but not obstrusively, decorated with flowers and plants, and a splendid American flag was in constant evidence. Excellent mail, telegraph, registry and toilet service were planned in the spacious lecture room, and in a side parlor the C. S. S. and P. S., of Chicago, had a fine display of up-to-date books and pamphlets, under the supervision of Superintendent Brown. At the missionary rally Rev. L. E. Osgood, of Sturgeon Bay, conducted a song service. Superintendent Geo. C. Haun, of Madison, told some touching stories of his work in the northland, under the theme, "Here and There in the Wisconsin Field." Miss Lucy Walker, of Milton, president of the state W. B. W. I., followed with an interesting account of "Its Objects and Results," stating that fifty mililons of women abroad are depending on 170,000 women in the Congregational churches for the gospel. Pathetic mention was made of Miss Mary Porter, once resident in Green Bay, as among the China refugees. Rev. A. N. Hitchcock, D. D., closed with a characteristically strong address on "Echoes from the Ecumenical Missionary Conference."




TUESDAY MORNING.




In the devotional exercises with which the regular sessions opened, Rev. J. N. Davidson, of Two Rivers, our Wisconsin church historian, reminded us of the old historic associations connected with the spot, and of the changes incident to the lapse of fourteen years. Eleven of the ministers then attendent have died, and twenty-one or more have removed from the state, including both the moderator and clerk of that session.

The past moderator, Dr. J. W. Frizzell, called the convention to order. Dr. E. G. Updike, of Madison, was chosen_moderator and Rev. John




mittee, headed by Dr. Frizzell proved indefatigable. Prof. F. G. Kraege gave a happy address of welcome, to which the moderator made cordial




response.




The annual report of Registrar Miner was on the whole encouraging. The general topic of Tuesday morning was "The Trend in Theology." In illustrating this, Rev. H. L. Richardson read a paper on "The Century's Century's Progress in in Religious Thought;" Rev. A. G. Beach presented a paper on, "Reconstruction aad Reassurance." "Sociology as a Source of Theology," was the theme of an address by Rev. R. C. Denison. The annual sermon, delivered in the evening, by the retiring moderator, Rev. J. W. Frizzell, on "The Message of Modern Orthodoxy," was of similar type. These four parts were each in the han ls of strong men, and the spirit of them all was deep, reverent and earnest. Their themes, in decidedly advanced lines and tone, were in some sense a continuation of some of the papers heard at West Superior a year ago, but the spirit of this year shows a decade of progress. However we may differ in our intellectual approach to truth, we are all safe as we exalt the same Christ, as was so manifest in all these papers and the discussions which followed.

Through the generosity of the citizens of Green Bay, the convention had a most enjoyable excursion on Fox river and Green bay, on Tuesday afternoon, upon the steamer Eveyln. Such an excursion affords a most excellent opportunity for social interchange, and it is well to have it at the beginning of the convention.

The Lord's supper was held on Tuesday, at the close of Dr. Frizzeil's sermon. Revs. Wm. Crawford, D. D., of Mazomanie, and Alberoni Kidder, of Eau Claire, being at the table. The offering was given to the Ministerial Aid fund, and the necrology of the past year was presented by Registrar Miner and others.




WEDNESDAY MORNING.




The first topic was "Present Demands of the Sunday-school," subdivided into the following themes: "For Closer Identification With the Church," by Rev. H. H. Jacobs; "For a Better Systen, of Bible Study," by Rev. J. H. Chandler; "How to Meet These Demands," by Rev. J. A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, Mich. Each of these papers showed a wide gr sp of the subject and the discussion which followed clearly indicated that our Bible schools must abandon inadequate methods and organize our youth into classes for the thorough teaching of God's word. Also a plan was set on foot to see that our scholars have improved
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graded text books for Sunday-school use. It is a matter of much promise that Wisconsin and Michigan are jointly pushing this plan and already much good has come in primary instruction. But there must be concerted action in such a movement, else it will never be fruitful. The day of new things in Bible school instruction is near at hand. The joint minute, printed in our last issue, was heartily endorsed by the convention and its resolution will be brought up at the National council.

The convention next had the pleasure of hearing Prof. Herbert L. Willett, Ph. D., of the Uni versity of Chicago, give an address on "The Methods and Results of the Higher Criticism," which was a comprehensive, clear, careful summing up of this vital topic, satisfactory even to men of conservative thought. He also gave, Wednesday evening, a Bible study on "Hosea, the Prophet of Divine Love," which was enthusiastically received. Prof. Willett made a strong impression on the convention and the spirit which underlies all that he says is most admirable. His question hour, in the lecture room early Wednesday evening, drew out much th it his earnest auditors were glad to hear.

The one theme uppermost on the program for Wednesday afternoon was HOME MISSIONS. S.Cretary Carter's report sent a thrill of joy through the whole convention, when he announced that the state had reached the goal set before us last year, of self-support, and that without being in debt. Last year, at West Superior, there were those who seriously doubted the wisdom of assuming self-support, but after hearing the year's record all are agreed that this "Forward Movement" has been one of the most important in the history of our work in the state. The Wisconsin Home Missionary society's secretary and offcers are to be congratulated on their most successful work, and all our churches have reason for great gratitude that our Home Missionary columns are led by such able generals. (See Home Missionary pages of this issue for fuller accounts.)




WEDNESDAY EVENING.




the interest of the audience in steady attendance. 
  After the devotional service some matters of 
business were hastily disposed of, and a full hour's 
attention was given to the consideration of our 
state Academy work. Our three principals, Dr. 
J. F. Eaton, of Rochester, Rev. R. L. Chency, of 
Endeavor, and Prof. M. J. Fenenga, of Ashland, 
 made stirring addresses on their several fields and 
 accomplishments and needs. These will be found 
 elsewhere in detail. Prof. Fenenga, a stranger to 
 many, made a very strong impression, and con- 
 firmed the view that he is the man of destiny for 
 Ashland. 
 Ashland. It is to be hoped that next year this 
 matter may be gotten before our churches earlier 
 and more concretely and definitely, so that this 
 lift for Christian education shall be prompt and 
 strong. 





Dr. Washington Gladden, D. D., of Columbus, Ohio, gave the closing address on Wednesday evening on "The Social Significance of the Return to the Historical Christ." In his usual masterly manner Dr. Gladden cleared the way by showing how Latin theology had hindered the coming of God's' Kingdom, and in the last half of his address he made a powerful appea' for the regnancy of the law of God's love in business, politics, society and religion. It is not the law that ought to be, but the law that is, and must be reckoned with. The forceful, clear way in which he opened to the convention Jesus Christ's rule and mission in human life, will be an inspira! tion to all that were privileged to hear him.




THURSDAY.




This was a day packed full of good things, and the drizzle of the skies was unable to overcome




The balance of the forenoon was spent in hearing and discussing a series of able papers on "The Need Era in Church Work;" specicifically, “The Church Training of Our Children for and in Membership," by Rev. Jno. A. Stemen, of Viroqua; "The Improvement of the Prayer-Meeting," by Rev. Wallace M. Short, of Evansville, and "Present Day Motives and Methods of Evangelism," by Rev. J. R. Smith, West Superior. All were spiritual, practical and stimulating, and the general discussion brought out many side lights. Much emphasis was laid on the pastoral catechetical class as a needed supplement to the agencies already at work to train the young.

Before the adjournment the convention was gladdened by the faces and brief words of Missionaries Atwood, of China, and Curtis, of Japan, These brethren are available for missionary addresses in our churches. Mr. Atwood alluded with breaking voice and heart to the dread ul fate of his entire brotherhood of co-laborers in Shansi.

Thursday afternoon the Sunday and Liquor problems came to the front. Prof. Edward H. Merrell, D. D., presented one of his cogent, vigorous papers on "The Fourth Commandment as a Moral Precept." "The Expansion of the Liquor Power," was presented by Mr. J. B. Smith, of Madison, and "Duty of the Hour" was voiced by Rev. L. H. Keller, of Milwaukee. Several standing committee reports were rendered coincidently with these papers and their adopted resolu tions will be printed in the forthcoming state minutes, as will several of the strongest convention papers. Dr. Ide gave a forceful address in behalf of the Church Building society, and with enactment of unfinished business the convention adjourned to evening.

Already odors of coffee and other good things were stealing in from the parlors, and the pleasant hour of fellowship and festivity which followed between the Green Bay people and their guests, beside the long and daintily laden tables will long be remembered.




THURSDAY EVENING.




Rev. F. S. Wheeler, of Appleton, led the praise service. Then followed a strong address by Field Secretary Clifton, of Chicago, secretary of the
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Education society, on "Our Republic and Christian Kingdom," and at its close, best wine of the feast, perhaps, a notable and characteristic address, which baffles reporting, by Rev. Graham Taylor, D. D., of the Chicago Commons, on "The Transition from the Nineteenth to the Twentieth Century." It rang with good cheer, trembled with pathos, and lifted and searched every heart with its admonitions. So the convention passed.

The generous enterprise of the Green Bay papers in presenting each convention guest with a daily report of the sessions was deeply appreciated.

The musical service at the evening sessions were led by the noble organ finely handled by the lady organist of the Green Bay church, partly by Mr. Williams as precentor of congregational singing, and partly by an unusually able quartet, consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Ringsdorf and Mr. T. S. Williams.

The next year's session is invited to Plymouth church, Milwaukee, one week later in the month o September.




Right Emphasis.




This generation is being profoundly influenced by certain modifications of belief. There have come in new teachings as to the creation and development of the universe; as to the inspiration and character of the Scriptures; as to salvation in Christ and His relation to those who have lived pagan lives. These new views have changed The motives to right living. To many it seems that a new Gospel, a new Salvation, a new form of doctrine altogether is being proclaimed.

The results are both fortunate and otherwise. There is more toleration than formerly and a growing spirit of harmony in Christendom. nt as Few today but admit that both the Greek and Lige Latin churches are true branches in Christ; and there is a noticeable increase in brotherly love between Protestants. The lines once SO rigidly observed are falling into neglect. More and more all Christians work and pray and fellowship together. This growing unity is largely due to changed views.
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Also, there is more harmony between secular teaching and religious instruction. Earnest minded young people are no longer puzzled and troubled by contradiction of early beliefs on entering high school and college. And so today few lose their early faith through higher education. These results follow as the new views prevail.

Also these new teachings, when warmly embraced, give so satisfactory an idea of the methods of God, of the reasonableness of his require ments, of the working relations between Himself and man, and the sure, glad outcome of faith, to quicken many into earnest living.




as




But, on the other hand, as at all times of rapid transition, there has been on the part of many a weakening of belief. This is seen in a smaller




church attendance, decreased additions to the churches, a feeling on the part of some that Christianity is about to be superceded, a restless desire for novelty in the pews, frequent changes in ministerial supply, and laxity of practice on the part of many church members. These and like results are plainly visible today.

Naturally many miss the message of former days. They believe there is a loss in pulpit power, Others are led into religious fads. So we have Christian Science, Dowieism, Theosophy and what not.

Do not these results indicate that while the new views have their rightful place they have yet been made quite too prominent? There was power in the old time message. It was due not to mistaken views, but to the underlying truth. The same truth underlies the new teaching. The eternal distinction between right and wrong, the eternal evil of sin, the love and ever present help of God, the age-long conflict between good and evil, the duty of. a consecrated life, the reaping as one sows, are abiding truths. These touch the conscience of men. Everybody feels their power. That these new truth have taken new forms should be presented as natural to developing life. The emphasis then should be on these fundamental truths. Nobody doubts their right to rule mind and heart. Nobody's faith is shaken when they are taught. When they are made prominent, though new teachings come in as stronger expressions of them, while some may not agree with the new views, still their presence will give patience and courage and strength and the people of God will be revived.




J. P.
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The reporter for the local papers grayely ar nounced to the outside world that the statements of the "Old Theology" were more heartily ap plauded in the convention than the statements of the "New." This suggests a new field of investagation for some enterprising physicist: namely, how waves of sound are modified in passing through an atmosphere of prejudice. As a matter of fact, the "Old Theology" was not even stated, except grotesquely, for purposes of refutation. The omission constituted the one weakness of the convention. The program would certainly have been more thoroughly representative of present day thought in Congregational churches if one or two of the clearest thinkers on the conservative side had been invited to take part.




*




*




Even in theological discussion, the one irrefutable argument is Life. Some years ago the vener
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able champions of faith were very much concerned as to what would happen to the church if the younger ministers should be carried away by the new ideas that were abroad in the land. "Can a man accept the results of higher criticism without losing his faith in the Bible as a record of divine revelation? Can he believe in the theory of evolution without emasculating the doctrines of sin and redemption? Can he center his theology in the divine Fatherhood without losing sight of divine justice? Can he believe in the immanence of God and steer clear of Pantheism?" These were serious questions and they could not be answered in debate. Now Life has answered them. Every careful observer knows that the vast majority of the young and so-called progressive men in the church, are characterized by the same conviction of the awfulness of sin, the same passion for righteousness, the same desire to save men, the same devotion to the world's Redeemer, that . marked the effective workers in the past. To the evidence of these facts was due the beautiful harmony that pervaded the convention from begin. ning to end. The unity sought for was not a unity of doctrine, but a unity of consecrated purpose, of loyalty to Christ and love for men. Faith was at a premium even though certain of its old forms of expression were at a discount.




*




Why is a laugh so easily raised at the expense of the poor man with a large family? Has "the American sin" made its way even into the homes of Congregational ministers? FRED STAFF.




A Jubilee.




Such was the twenty-eighth anniversary of the Wisconsin Home Missionary society at Green Bay, Wednesday afternoon, Sept. 19.

The first year of self-support was shown to be a decided success, although since the books were not to close till Sept. 30, the exact figures of the financial condition could not be given.

Full statements for the year appear elsewhere in Our Church Life, and in the annual minutes. Contrary to expectation the expenses of the




year




for the united state had been but slightly in excess of those for south Wisconsin the preceding year, and this without serious crippling of the work anywhere, much less at the north, where there had been a slight expansion.

In round numbers the receipts October to October have been $20,600.

This includes $700 brought over from last year's account, and $2,000' from interest, bequests and extras, but not $1,000 hoped for from Mr. E. D. Smith's will.

The expenditures have been in round numbers $14,197.

This includes $120.80 or one per cent of the receipts from churches and their departments, by vote forwarded to the treasurer of the C. H. M. S.
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friend of Wisconsin Missions and the wide King. dom, upon two conditions, one that the name of the donor should not be published, the other that the principal, $5,000, should be invested and only the interest used for the general work.

The donor first placed a promissory note for $5,000 in his pastor's hands to be presented against his estate in case of death. Later, decid ing to administer his own property, he paid over the amount with interest from the time the note was drawn. This wise method and this generous amount at this opportune time, deserve and receive from all friends of our Home Missionary work, the deepest gratitude.

Those who were not at the anniversary missed one of the most enthusiastic meetings, and one of the most hearty singings of the doxology that are often experienced. Some of us have ever since been trying to combine the doxology and the Hallelujah chorus.

The modest young pastor, who was the bearer of the message and the check, apologizing for interrupting the meeting of the board for the purpose, is a fine specimen of what a pastor, with a wife of the same type, may do to develop and direct missionary giving by people of property who are under their influence.

All honor to such pastors and their wives! 
All honor to such stewards of the Lord's boun- 





ty!




CAUTION NO. 1.




Only the interest of the $5,000 is available for our work, except as the principal may furnish credit in time of need and may give added confidence in the business methods and management of our work.

This investment, with one of the same amount previously made, furnish the long desired nucleus of a fund to enable the W. H. M. S. to do its business on business principles, and to treat its missionaries and the needy districts of our state, more and more generously.




CAUTION NO. 2.




Self support is a success, only with eternal vigilance, and increasing cooperation, with enlarging gifts. The growing burdens of the new year are upon us. They can be met only by growth in the grace of giving, and by increase of the number of givers.

N. B. The "Joint Statement," given elsewhere, needs your prayerful attention. How much may we increase your apportionment? How many more of you will come up to the heip of the Lord against the mighty?




Minor changes in the statements and reports will be noted in next issue of Our Church Life, at which time the auditor's certificate will appear.
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Heads of Departments—




Church News, Reviews and Exchanges-REV. S. T. 
   KIDDEK, Ripon. 


C. S. S. and P. S.-SUPT. GEORGE C. HAUN, Madison. 
W. B. M. I.-MISS LUCY E. WALKER, Milton 
W. H. M. U.-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison. 
Missions and Benevolence, 


Sunday School and Y. P. S. C. E.,

Colleges and Academies,

Temperance, Sociology.

Sabbath observances, etc.




In charge of the several standing committees of the State Convention.*




*See Standing Committees in October issue of Our Church Life, or in Minutes of State Convention for 1899.

GENERAL ITEMS for publication, or Church Notes, must be sent to OUR Church Life, Ripon, Wis., three days before the first of each month, for the current issue, or risk postponement. Department ITEMS should be sent to the head of the department, as signified above.

SUBSCRIPTIONS twenty-five cents yearly. No Club-rates.

THE PUBLICATION OFFICE is Menasha, Wisconsin, where remittances may be addressed to Our Church Life. The same may be addressed also as heretofore to Sec'y H. W. Carter. Beloit.

AdvertisemenNTS-Liberal rates furnished on Application as
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"O Moon of the harvest's rich glory, 
  Thy banners outflame in the sky, 
 And under thee men write the story, 
   That crys to the heavens for reply. 
 The story of work and endeavor, 


 Of burden and weakness and strength; 
The story that goes on forever, 
  Through centuries dragging its length." 
                            Harper's Bazar. 


"When the anchors that faith has cast Are dragging in the gale,

I am quietly holding fast

To the things that cannot fail.

And fierce though the fiends may fight, 
 And long though the angels hide, 
I know that Truth and Right 
 Have the universe on their side." 
                      Washington Gladden. 





We hope our friends will enjoy this convention




number.




We shall print the resolutions and the new standing committees next month.




*




Some of the "new theology" seemed very old, and much of the old is in the new if Green Bay tells the story.
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Do not count as "duns" or be disturbed by the periodic statements received concerning the state of your account with Our Church Life. It is the only way we have of keeping subscribers posted. Remember that the paper costs you but 25 cents a year, and that if you forward the amount to the Beloit office your subscription record on our book will be advanced one year. It is a small matter, but we have enough of these small matters on our book, nearly, to balance the year's deficit, if all were paid at once, as of course most of them will be in time. You might send a quarter or more at a venture. All questions cheerfully answered. Specimen copies, blanks for subscriptions, and Home Missionary leaflets gladly furnished without charge.




*




Now is the time to renew or enlarge your subscription list.




Apply to Mrs. G. B. Hubbard, Plymouth, for the following: The New Englander, 1843-1867, bound; 1868-1885, unbound. Bibliotheca Sacra, 1844-1867, bound; 1868-1884, unbound.




The cut of Endeavor Academy, printed in our last issue, should be understood as a "castle in the air," which is coming to earth as fast as possible. Foundations are already rising for one wing, and a portion will be enclosed at once. The whole beautiful edifice is sure to materialize one of these days.




Secretary Taintor reminds you all that the Church Building society relies on a substantial offering from every church before snow flies. $47,846 are now in demand to meet urgent applications. Many will celebrate Forefathers' Day with this as an objective point.
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Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis




sionary Union.




OFFICERS.




President-MRS. E. G. UPDIKE, Madison.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. WM. JEFFRIS, Janesville; MRS. D. L. HOLBROOK, Fond du Lac.

Recording Secretary-MRS. A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor. Corresponding Secretary-MRS. A. O. Wrightт, Madison. Treasurer-MRS. L. E. SMITH, Madison.




Financial Report from July 16 to Sept. 17,




1900.




CONTRIBUTIONS TO W. H. M. S.

Wauwatosa Mission Band, $2.41; Wauwatosa Girl's Mission Band, $7.63; Appleton, $35; Sparta. $15; Hartland, $5: Springvale $6: Milton, $25; Beloit 1st, $16.92; Elroy, $16; Token, $6; Sparta Y. P. S. C. E., $12.50; Baraboo Intermediate Y. P. S. C. E., $1; Green Bay Union Congregational, $25; New London, $10; Delavan, $6; Racine, $15; Milwaukee N. S., $2.88; Menomonie, $5.60; Clinton, $7; Arena 1st, $4.20; Brodhead, $4.18; Fond du Lac, $35; Wauwatosa, $14.50; Evansville, $14; Arena 2nd, $2 60; Sharon, $3; Windsor, $16, Madison, $56; Sun Prairie, $12 50; Waupun, $30; Fort Atkinson, $9; Whitewater J. C. E. society, $2.60; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's Missionary tea, $22; Footeville, Miss Kate Wiggin, $1; Mrs. E. L. Davis, British Hollow, $7; Total.............




TO A. M. A.




Green Bay Union Congregational church, $20; Stoughton Sunday-school birthday box. $7; Beloit 1st, $7.75; Delavan, $3.60; Arena 1st, $2.96; Wauwatosa, $9.50; Hayward, $9.14; Sun Prairie, $10; Fort Atkinson, $3;




.$453.52
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The annual meeting of the Woman's Home Missionary Union, held in the Union Congregational church in Green Bay, was declared by all present to be an exceptionally good meeting. The spirit of interest, enthusiasm and harmony prevailed. The reports of district secretaries, corresponding secretary, Superintendent Carter and Sunday-school Secretary Haun were listened to with close attention and a feeling of thankfulness for the progress reported. The treasurer's report was of more than usual interest and our hearts were rejoiced to hear of the very good increase in receipts, and the long step toward our high aim. Mrs. Mary W. Mills, from the Bethlehem Bible and Training school at Cleveland, Ohio, gave a most interesting and instructive paper upon the work of that school in fitting young women for Christian work among the thousands of Slavic people gathered in our large cities-our foreign work brought to our own home doors. The question of a change of time and place of annual meeting was quite freely discussed While there is a strong feeling in the hearts of many that the line of division between the two branches of missionary work-home and foreign-ought to be put as far in the background as possible, and that to this end the annual meetings of both the woman's organizations should be held during the same week and in the same place, still the feeling as expressed by a majority vote was in favor of continuing the meeting of the Woman's Home Missionary Union with the State conventions.

Now what for another year? Shall we continue to look toward our aim of $3,500, or shall we begin now to work vigorously to raise it? The same needs exist in our own state and in all the departments of homeland work as were met last year, besides ever increasing opportunities. We have done well this year-we must do better the next. No woman in all our churches can afford to miss the broadening of her intellectual vision, and the deepening of her spiritual life, which will surely follow an intelligent study of our varied home missionary fields, coupled with a consecrated giving of her time, her prayers, her money. MRS. E. G. UPDIKE.




Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.




OFFICERS.




President-MISS LUCY WALKER, Milton.

Vice-Presidents-MRS. N. T. BLAKESLEE, Milwaukee; MRS. R. C. DENISON, Janesville.

Corresponding Secretary-MISS ANNE B. SEWELL, Stough

Recording Secretary-MRS. H. W. CARTER, Beloit. Secretary Juvenile Work-MRS. A. J. HUTTON, Whitewater. Treasurer-MRS. A. T. STACY, Emerson Hall, Beloit.




TO EXPENSE FUND.




Sparta, .30; Beloit 1st,.30; Eau Claire District convention, $1.65; Wauwatosa, $1.50; Brodhead, Mrs. Sherman's Missionary tea, $1.22; Windsor, .60; Fort Atkinson, $1;




6.57




.$573.64 28.07




$601.71




DISBURSEMENTS.
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ton.




[image: [blocks in formation]]


Auxiliaries...

Young Ladies....

Christian Endeavorers..........

Junior Christian Endeavorers.. Sunday-schools......

Wee Folk's Band.




$601.71




[image: [blocks in formation]]


[image: [blocks in formation]]


SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR.–SEPT. 5, 1899-SEPT. 17, 1900. Cash on hand Sept. 5, 1900....




3.50




Century Fund......




4.00




$




18.68 2,486.64




Special India Relief..




9.00




65.00




$324.60




Convention collections, 1899........




28.90




EXPENSES.
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15.53
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August Report.
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In Memoriam.

The personality of Professor Joseph Emerson, who died at his home in Beloit on August 4, has left a definite mark upon every student of Beloit College who has come under his influence.

The chair of Greek, which he actively occupied for forty years, afforded him the opportunity not merely of thorough, scholarly and effective instruction in his chosen y department, in which he has had but few equals, but was also a shrine on which was continually burning the fire of a holy confidence in the goodness of all things great and small; a confidence in the underlying better natures of men and especially student men; a confidence in the ultimate outcome for the best of whatever was in progress.

He was a man of keen insight; of acute judgment which oft-times appeared prophetic; those who known him nearest and best have never heard Professor Emerson complain of the status or trend of personal or public matters. In place of complaint came the same steady, onward, resistless, cheerful and convincing output of a strong and dauntless nature, contagious in its enthusiasm, and lo,-the impossible had been accomplished and the world was no longer out of joint.




(




There was blended in his nature the mystic and the practical in a manner not unlike the blending in the nature of Ralph Waldo Emerson, to whom Professor Emerson was related. From the clear light above the clouds he brought down truth and goodness in a most real and practical manner. He could sit on the dam with a schoolboy and teach him the art of fishing in the clouds, and the boy did not forget the art or the friend who had been as approachable as a fellow school boy and as big as Mount Olympus.

His faith in mankind was second only to his faith in God, and the warmth of this divine faith was ever present in his personality. For some natures there is the dark Rembrandt background




No. 11-12.
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of soul-strife, and the character at last stands forth illumined in its strongly lighted features from an untold background of effort and struggle; Professor Emerson's life-morning, noon and eveis painted upon a life canvas, whose tints of faith are as clear as those of Guido's Aurora.

Of him, as of few others, is it true that his life is still throbbing in the lives of his old pupils; in them his faith is still laying hold of the things beyond, and his courage and inspiration are shedding light in the dark places of America and distant lands.
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The Self-Support Campaign of the life of Jesus.




1900-1901.




GEORGE A. LEAVITT.




Self support is established in Wisconsin by a campaign of two years, and the conclusive demonstration of one year, in which we have carried our own work, made a contribution to the treasury of the National society and provided for the new year a balance several hundred dollars larger than was in the treasury a year ago. Our success has been achieved through a wise method, especially the excellent plan of apportionment, by the untiring efforts of the secretary and his associates, by providential economies, but especially by the spirit in the churches and their pastors. It is a noble record which was read at Green Bay. Well might it be followed, there and throughout the state, by the doxology. Well was the adoption justified of the recommendation of the board that we set our mark this year at $16,000. It is good to set a mark. This is the seventy-fifth, the diamond, anniversary of the National society. Wouldn't it be fine, wouldn't it be worthy of Wisconsin, only worthy of our Congregational churches in Wisconsin, to aim to give this parent society, our nursing mother, at least a thousand dollars in this diamond year? Whoever was at Green Bay observed this fact that the missionary enthusiasm there expressed was deep and thoughtful, of a consecration intelligent and unanimous, which estimated obstacles fairly and fully, and said: "They are not too great. We can master them." Not a superficial heat; not of straw, but anthracite. Last year we said: "This year and a few years to come the first cause on our list is Home Missions in Wisconsin." That was right. It must be. Let us have a hand in every good work, but this year, again, make Home Missions in Wisconsin first, and we shall raise our $16,000.




Glorious Grove Meetings.

In July and August (vacation!) District Missionary Dexter and Superintendent G. C. Haun have held glorious grove meetings in the towns of Maine, Outagamie county, and Galesburg, Shawano county. These have resulted in many conversions and a general awakening of two extensive farming communities largely of American population, which before were religiously destitute. The meetings were held in the open air under the tall pines, oaks and maples, with boards on logs for seats, bonfires and lanterns for light at night, and "smudges" to preserve from mosquitoes. Brother Haun worked the baby organ from his trunk as a seat, and under Brother Dexter's leadership all the people sang, coming from miles around tothe number of two to three hundred at a service. For Sabbath services the audiences were larger, the people bringing their dinner and remaining for the day. Children's meetings were held afternoons with growing attendance and interest and




with a systematic course in select Scripture and At Stimson, August 28, as a result of the grove meetings, there was organized a church of twentyfive members. Superintendent Haun received the members into covenant, and baptized 19, including four children not old enough for church membership. In some cases whole families came.

Secretary Carter was moderator of the council and Mr. Eben E. Rexford, of literary and floral fame was scribe. Introductory prayer by Rev. C. E. Nelson. The sermon was preached by Rev. W. H. Chandler, the prayer of conscration was by Rev. Philo Hitchcock, the right hand of fellowship by District Missionary Dexter, and the address to the people by Judge F. C. Weed, of New London.

Superintendent Haun organized a Sabbath school on the 26th of August at Galesburg, where a church organization is likely to result soon.

Plans are on foot for houses of worship at both places. It is expected that these fields will yoke with a neighboring church in the support of a minister, thus strengthening the work of the whole region, without additional outlay of Home Missionary funds-another illustration of the value of our district missionary work, and the fraternal co-operation of the two Missionary societies.




New Movement for Teacher 
          Training. 


ENDORSED BY OUR STATE CONVENTION.

1. We, the members of the Monona Lake Assembly Normal class, congratulate Dr, J. A. Worden on the advanced step which he has taken in Sundayschool work. We believe that the contemplated four year's Normal course as a department of each Sunday-school will be of untold value to teachers and Bible scholars.

2. We recommend to all our schools the addition of a Normal department, the object of which shall be to train a more efficient corps of teachers through the instrumentality of a course of weekly lessons covering a general knowledge of the Bible and Pedagogy.

3. For the purpose of introducing and forwarding this movement in their respective denominations we appoint the following committee, who will report results at our Assembly meeting next year:

M. E. Church-JESSE D. SEARLES, New Lisbon, Wis.

Baptist Church-E. B. EDMUNDS, Beaver Dam, Wis.

Presbyterian Church-JOSEPH BROWN, Marshfield, Wis.

Congregational Church-A. L. P. LOOMIS, Windsor, Wis.

Other Churches-MRS. H. A. MINER, Madison, Wis.












Resolutions.




The following expression was unanimously adopted by the Congregational church of Platteville at a farewell communion service held Sunday evening, Aug. 26:

Whereas, Rev. C. A. Wight, after a pastorate of nearly eight years, has decided to sever his connection with this church and to withdraw from the state to a new field of labor, we take this occasion to express and put on record our appreciation of his labors among us.

During his pastorate he has ministered unto us faithfully in spiritual things and has participated actively and sympathetically in our temporal affairs. His pulpit ministrations have been instructive, stimulating and uplifting. The social meetings have been helpful and encouraging and all departments of church work have felt the beneficial influence of his labors.

Since he came to us a large and needful addition has been made to our church building and its cost provided for, so that he leaves us practically free from debt.

In all of his work he has been efficiently assist ed by the cheerful and active cooperation of Mrs. Wight, who has won for herself a warm place in the affections of the church and congregation and far beyond. Therefore,

Resolved, that while we express the regret which we feel at parting we will hope and pray that good will result to the cause of Christ, and that in their new field their labor may be crowned with abundant fruit; and we cordially commend them to the fellowship and watch-care of those to whom they come.




GEO. BECK, 
D. MCGREGOR, 
J. W. SLAUSON, 
H. M. GRIBBLE, 
        Committee. 





Convention Echoes.

"The prayer-meeting is the social relation between earthly and heavenly society, the link that binds one to the other."-Rev. W. M. Short.

"Better old methods and old motives by far, with men brought unto God's Kingdom, than new motives and methods and nothing done."Rev. James R. Smith.

"If I mistake not, we need to hear from the house top not only the cry 'back to Christ,' but the cry 'back to the realit es of things, and away from the images and semblances of things.' Then and not till then will the Sunday question settle itself."-Dr. E. H. Merrell,
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ation of the European intellect; the Reformation was the rennaissance of the European conscience." "Truth is bound to be self-evident in the end." "Criticism is inevitable, and it is the mark of a true believer to wait with faith and patience the most searching tests of its claim."-Prof. H. L. Willetts.

"Unless there be that in Christianity which justifies us in interferance with the 'beautiful ethnic religions, we have no business here to do. We are not doing any work at home.' * Christianity
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"There is exactly the same reason for missionaries to go to China that there was for Christ to come to this world."-Rev. J. Titsworth.

"Many people want a 'dead certainty.' I fancy that most of us would prefer living truths rather than dead certainties."-Prof. H. L. Willetts.

"Mrs. East isn't going to contribute any more home missionary money to Wisconsin. It is Mr. West and Mrs. West who have got to do it."

"Some men can only preach with a broken heart. Be thankful when something comes into your life to make it plastic and winning."-Prof H. L. Willetts, on Hosea.
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More than one church bell, organ, communion set, fur coat and even good missionary harnesses could be placed where they would add joy and effectiveness to missionaries and fields that are in need.




*




We take pleasure in saying that the suggestive pamphlet on "The New Revival," by Rev. Q. L. Dowd, of Winnetka, Ill., lately reviewed in our columns, c.in be had at the Congregational Book store, 175 Wabash Ave., at ten cents for single copies, ten for fifty cents.









Important Events in Close Succession.




DEDICATIONS.




Elk Mound, Sept. 30; Mount Sterling, Oct. 3; Washburn (laying corner stone) Oct. 9; Milwaukee North Side, Oct. 14; Baraboo (reopening) Oct. 21; Park Falls, Oct. 28; Brandon (reopening), Nov. 4.




COUNCILS.




Ordination, H. R. Hogan, Steuben, Oct. 2; organization, Mount Sterling, Oct 3; ordination, C. W. Pinckney, Eagle River, Oct. 16; recognition, Rev. J. W. Hargrave, Baraboo, Oct. 22.




CONVENTIONS.




Beloit convention at Clinton, Oct. 30-31; Milwaukee convention at South Milwaukee, Nov. 12-13.




Personal.




A "Yale" reunion and banquet were held at a Green Bay Hotel during the convention sessions, resulting in a Wisconsin Yale Alumni Association. An important letter was read from Prof. C. Porter, Ph. D., and an organization effected, with Rev. S. P. Wilder, D. D., President, Rev. John A. Stemen, Viroqua, Sec'y and Rev. A. E. Fraser, Lake Mills, Treasurer.

Miss Lucy Walker, the tireless president of the W. B. M. I., in Wisconsin, not only addressed the Women's sessions at Green Bay, but has spoken since to the branches in Menasha, Kaukauna, Fond du Lac, Brandon, Rosendale, West Rosendale, Ripon, Plymouth and elsewhere. District Secretary Alice H. Yapp, accompanied her on part of the circuit.

Rev.Quincey L. Dowd, formerly of Kaukauna, celebrates Oct. 8, the twenty-fifth anniversary of the aggressive Winnetka church (Ill.) and the fifteenth of his pastorate there.

Among the catechisms favorably mentioned for pastor's classes were three by Rev. C. H. Patton, St. Louis; one by Rev. W. J. Mutch, New Haven, Conn.; another by Rev. Chas. H. Richards, D. D., published by the Midland Publishing Co., Madison. Rev. John L. Keedy, Lysander, N. Y., has a series of three on I, "The Best Book of All;" II, "Doctrines and Duties," and III, "A Christian Church."

Rev. and Mrs. Thos. Evans, of Racine, were given a fine send-off by their people prior to a summer vacation among old haunts in Wales. Mrs. Evans was sent as delegate to the London Y. P. S. C. E. convention.

Rev. and Mrs. W. J. Stewart, of Rosendale, have returned refreshed from their summer rest among old time friends in Barrie, Ont., beside Lake Simcol.

Rev. E. A. Child, of Philomarth, Oregon, former principal_of Endeavor Academy, has been revisiting his old friends at Endeavor, and the important work whose foundations he laid so faithfully. He returns to Oregon.

Rev. E. H. Smith, of Oshkosh, is abroad for an extended rest, covering various points in England, France, Germany, etc. He is expected home before Thanksgiving.

Mr. C. W. Pinckney, of Eagle River, whose ordination council is called for Oct. 16, was married, Sept. 14, to a daughter of Rev. W. H. Chandler, of Clintonville. Mr. and Mrs. Pinckney already occupy the parsonage. Our Church Life offers its best blessing.

State Y. M. C. A. Secretary F. E. Anderson spent Sunday Sept. 16, with marked acceptance, with the Ripon College students, and in the evening spoke in the Congregational church.




Prof. Elwyn F. Chandler, of North Dakota University, son of Prof. C. H. Chandler, of Ripon, was married, Sept. 7, to Miss Anna L. McCumber, of Fond du Lac.

Mr. A. H. Young, of Chicago Theological Seminary, (Ripon 1898) has taken strong hold of the Academy work at Endeavor, as vice principal.

President E. D. Eaton, of Beloit, received the degree of D. D., at Yale Commencement.

Prof. Wright, of Beloit, spent his vacation abroad and visited the Oberammergau Passion Play.

Dr. Graham Taylor addressed the Beloit College students on his way to the Green Bay convention.

Rev. J. A. Blaisdell, of Olivet, visited in Beloit several weeks with his mother, and spoke, Aug. 22, in the Congregationa church.

Rev. Chas. D. Merrell and his wife, of the Children's Home society, have returned from a European tour, investigating the care of homeless children in the cities of Europe.




As we go to press we learn with sadness of the death of our veteran father and evangelist of eastern Wisconsin, Rev. Morgan L. Eastman, of Royalton, on the morning of Oct. 1. His life work will be memorialized in our next issue.




The old South church, Hallowell, Maine, to which our brother, C. A. Wight, has been called, is a historic church. The missionary, Judson, was for a short time pastor there. The call is to the "pastorate," not "engagement for a year" as has been stated. Installation is to be postponed until the end of first year. Brother Wight writes: "I shall be sorry to leave Wisconsin, but this call brings me back to old surroundings and friends and to one of the most beautiful regions in all New England, the Kennebec valley.




Rev. H. H. Dixon, residing in Whitewater, came to the state as a licentiate, in June, 1851. In March, 1852, he was ordained at Johnstown, Father Dexter Clay preaching the sermon. He has been a continuous resident of the state since. What Wisconsin ministers have had a longer continuous residence in the state?




President Rufus C. Flagg, D. D., so long ill at Foxboro, Mass., is now to be congratulated as are all his friends, upon his being able to sit up and to write a few letters.

Dr. G. M. Dixon, only remaining son of Rev. H. H. Dixon, Whitewater, passed away suddenly in Sacramento, Cal., Sept. 25, at the age of fifty-two years. The same month, two years ago, the other son passed away suddenly by drowning at the eastern border of the continent. Only Miss Clara is now left with her aged father. The stricken ones have the deep sympathy of their large circle of friends.

Missionary Evangelist Rev. John Willan, who has recently returned from a trip to California, writes. "I have not seen in all my travel, a more needy field than this, especially in Chippewa and Taylor counties. So I am glad to get back to the work again. Last Sunday I preached at my old field, Arena First, Second and Third and received an urgent call to become their pastor, but when I told them of the work in this part of the state, they saw that I was more needed here."




Ministerial Movements.




CLARK, REV. GRANT V., has resigned at Poysippi, and gone east to pursue his studies.

FRIZZELL, REV. J. W., of Eau Claire, was called to Dubuque but decides to remain with his present parish.

HELMUTH, REV. J. W., late of Mazomanie, has accepted call to Antigo, and begun work.

HIEBELI, REV. F. M., of Belvidere, Ill., accepts call to Elkhorn.

JONES, REV. GEO. M., supplies Tomahawk for one month. MACNEILL, REV. SAMUEL M., has resigned at Tomahawk. MCINTOSH, REV. CHAS. H., of River Falls, declines a call to Greenfield Hill, Conn.

MOORE, REV. J. WRIGHT, of Trevor, Wis., accepts call to Woodstock, Ill.

PEASE, REV. WM., and family, late of Antigo, have removed to Anita, Iowa, and begun work.

NOBIS, REV. L. B., of Raymond, accepts call to Franksville also.

SHORT, REV. WM. H., Malden, Mass., formerly of Spring Valley, after a year of study and work in New England, accepts call to Platteville.

WOOD, REV. JOHN R., accepts call to Hampton, Iowa.




A Refreshing Extract.




I write you to see if you have any Home Missionary field, where there is some desire for the Gospel of Christ, and some inclination on the part of the church to take hold of the work for the advance of the Kingdom.

Of course I am well enough acquainted with human nature to know that one should not expect many to be ve y zealous in the work of the Kingdom on earth.

I am now receiving over a thousand dollars a year; but I believe that my wife and I are willing to receive severa lhundred dollars less for the privilege of working where the people are not surfeited with religious services, and troubled by a large amount of "religious dyspepsia." Unless the people show that they have a "mind to work" a little more earnestly, it seems to me best to give them the opportunity of trying to find some pastor and wife, with whom they may think that they will work harder. Some may be willing to remain in a church where there is the peace of the graveyard, in order to hold on to a comfortable salary and a desirable place," but I hope I may never reach that sad condition.




*




*














[image: [blocks in formation]]


Since the last issue of Our Church Life, deliverance has come to the missionaries who have been shut up in Pekin. Then, we were anxious and fearful that their lives might be sacrificed. But they were under the protection of an Almighty power, while the armies of the Christian powers of the world were pushing on for their rescue. These facts call for profound thanksgiving. Let us remember this in our meetings. Are we not more ready to pray for the things desired than to give thanks for answers to prayer when they come? It is also due to our government and brave soldiers, who have done so wisely and valiantly, to remember them with gratitude. While we worship the Supreme Power we orght not to forget that the "powers that be are ordained of God."

Will all contributing societies, whether Woman's Auxiliaries, Young Woman's societies, Y. P. S. C. E.'s, J. C. E.s, Mission hands, Sunday-schools or any other organization or individuals sending funds to the W. B. M. I., through the Wisconsin branch, please send name of secretary, leader or correspondent, with address, to either the district or branch secretary at once. This is important that a correct tabular statement and mailing list may be prepared for the state and the Chicago office.

Let all funds be sent in to the Branch treasurer before Oct. 15. Surely our thanksgivings should be abundant, with our state missionaries all saved from the hand of those who sought their life. "The snare is broken and they are escaped." A. B. SEWELL.




Academy Openings.

ROCHESTER ACADEMY.




Rochester Academy opened Sept. 3, starting out with fortyfive students. Most of them are in the regular classes; very few in the lower preparatory class. They are a fine body of Christian boys and girls. We have all entered upon the work of the year in fine spirit and hopeful expectations. The friends of the school were never more sure than now that Rochester is just the place for as fine a secondary school as can be found in the west. We are reaching out, and mean to more and more. Students are here from Hartland, Janesville, Delavan, Burlington, and from Lake county, Ill. Some are graduates of their home High school. They come for a final year of college preparation. We do not mean to be surpassed in excellence of work, and lowness of expense. We assure the friends of the school that if the necessary funds for the most economical expenditures are provided, everything else will be cared for. It is a good work, and teachers and students are very busy at it.




ENDEAVOR ACADEMY.




Endeavor Academy opened Sept. 11, with considerable increase of students. There are now enrolled eighteen in the Academy course, ten additional in music, and eight in the primary course. Prof. A. H. Young, assistant principal, is fitting nicely into his work and is giving an uplift to the school. Work has been delayed on the new building, partly from lack of funds, but the contract has been let, and the men are now at work. The plan is to enclose the building, if possible, this fall, but to complete next year. Nearly one hundred new lots have been plotted with the hope that the sale of these lots may help complete the building.




Our Colleges.

RIPON COLLEGE.




The fall term of Ripon College has opened very auspiciously. There is a material increase in the number of college students. The dormitories are better filled than for many years past, and there is present among the students and enthusiasm for work and a loyalty to the institution which is extremely pleasing. The increase is largely in young men.

There has been added to the force of instruction an instructor in history who will offer one or two electives that have never been offered before. This instructor, Dr. Henry W. Stuart, comes remarkably well qualified for his work, and his classes are likely to be very popular with the students.

The great event of the year is the opening of the new Ingram Hall for the classes in science. This beautiful building is second to none in its adaptability to its purposes, and the college people are justly very proud of it. Ripon has had for many years an enviable reputation for its work in Science, but its laboratories have been crowded, and in some cases it has been almost impossible to take care of the students who have offered themselves. This difficulty is now removed. The new building gives ample room, so that all of the students who are likely to come can be well cared for.

It is expected that with the opening of this building and the enthusiasm which goes along with new and superior facilities, Ripon will enter upon a new period of growth, and will do even better work than it has in the past.




BELOIT College.




The shortening of the school year by one week-the term beginning on September 19-had the effect of bringing together the student body a day or two before the advertised date, in a spirit of anticipation and readiness.

A visitor at the first chapel exercise would hardly have known but that the term was already well under way. The registration has shown very few tardy students.

Seventy-three Freshman are already enrolled, and there are three additions to the Sophomore class and one to the Junior. The class of 1901, with forty-eight members, constitutes the largest Senior class in the history of the college.

The faculty show the following changes: Professor Wright, since the death of Professor Emerson, becomes Williams Professor of Greek Literature and Art; Professor Porter relinquishes his office as dean and Mr. Forrest E. Calland assists him as instructor in Latin. Mr. Wilfrid A. Rowell, '99, is instructor in English and Oratory.

Emerson Hall, the young women's dormitory, is now full and Stowell Cottage is used for the overflow; the College library has been improved with a new floor and new cases.

Receptions were given on Friday evening, September 21, by the Young Men's and Young Women's Christian associations in the chapel and Emerson Hall respectively, which were largely attended and enjoyed; a feature of the beginning of the term were the Y. M. C. A. scouts with appropriate badges, who met incoming students at every train.




MILWAUKEE-downer college.




The college reopened Wednesday, Sept. 19, with a larger attendance than heretofore. It has now reached the two hundred enrollment mark. There are more than a hundred boarders, including students from Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Colorado, Oklahoma, and New Mexico, though the larger part of the students are from Wisconsin. The Freshman college class is twenty and the Senior class numbers five.

The faculty is increased in size, and now numbers twentyone. Among the new teachers are Emily F. Brown, of Wellesley College; Mary L. Cook, of Leland Stanford, Jr., University; Alice Cheney, of Mt. Holyoke College, and Fannie Montagu Hunt, of the Boston Normal school of Gymnastics.

The students are especially gratified to see a new tennis court, additional croquet grounds, and the fine new boat house.

The college stands in pressing need of a new building for residence. It has suffered a distinct loss in being unable to accommodate all desirable applicants for membership the present year. It seems hardly possible that liberal people seeking the most remunerative investment of money can allow this college to be checked in its progress further by delay in providing adequately for the students that seek to benefit by the great advantages it offers.




McClure's for October.

The October number of McClure's opens with an article on "The Strategy of National Campaigns," attractively illustrated by Jay Hambidge. The frontispiece, showing Governor Roosevelt and Senator Hanna in conference at Republican National headquarters, and the strikingly original portraits of Cleveland, Blaine, Quay, Croker, Bryan and others, lend especial interest to this paper on the tactics of party managers in the presidential campaigns of the past twenty-five years. The author has been in the thick of the fight and has evidently been brought very closely into contact with the great leaders in the battles which he describes.









Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

       REV. HOMER W. Carter, D. D., Secretary, 735 Broad St. Beloit, Wis. 
President, REV. G. R. LEAVITT, D. D. Vice-Presidents, J. O. MYERS, REV. C. A. WIGHT. 
         Treasurer, C. M. BLACKMAN, Whitewater. Auditor. WM. S. JFFFRIS, 





               District Missionaries REV. F. N. DEXTER, New London, REV. J. D. WHITELAW, Ashland. 
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                             REV. J. R. SMITH, REV. H. C. TODD. 





Financial Statement for August, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Beloit 1st, $45.60; Beloit 2nd, $25; Cumberland, $1.88; Genesee, $11.47; Hartford, $61.55; Hewitt ville, $1 51; Iron River, $25; Janesville, $100; Jonesville, $5 25; Koshkonong, $47; Madison, $50.29; Maple Ridge Ladies' Aid, $9.93; Menomonie, $5; Milwaukee Swedish, $2.54; Neillsville, $3 50; Pine River, $10; Pleasant Valley, $3.20; Potosi. $18; Riyer Falls, $9; Rochester, $30 32; Spring Valley, $1.10; Stockbridge, $5; Thorp, $4.51; Token L. M. S., $5.50; Vesper, $.60; West Rosendale, $2; Total.......

CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDIViduals.

  Mrs. C. E. Chadbourne, Columbus, $200; Mr. 
Moody M. Pinkerton, Berlin, $100. Mr. F. J. Lamb, 
Madison, $25; Rev. Geo. W. Longenecker, Neills- 
ville, $10; Mr. D. McKSinclair, Milwaukee, $10; 
Mrs. Mary D. Winchester, Whitewater, $5; Miss Nel- 
lie Dennison, Whitewater, $5; Miss Harriet Denison, 
Milwaukee, $5; Rev. F. N. Dexter, New London, $5; 
Mrs. Horace Eels, Waupun, $2.50; 
   Total........... 


CONTRIBUTIONS OF Y. P. S. C. E.

Harris Ridge, $5:85; West Rosendale, 8;




Total........




...........




Contribution of W. H. M. U............................................
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.$




484.75
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367.50




Total for August..




Total for July..




Total for June.




13.85




Total for May




Total for April




134.96




Total for March.




177.65 619.04 .$ 3,005.89 1,001 06 969 79 504 31 1,376.19 768 38 1,357.68
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Financial Statement, September, 1900.

CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHURCHES.

Alderly, $5 60; Antigo, $44.15; Appleton, $109.58; Arena 2nd, $2 50; Arena 2nd Ladies $10; Baldwin, $12; Beloit 1st, $27.50; Beloit, $31.50; Blakes' Prairie, $20; Bloomer, $15; Bloomington, $14; Boscobel, $23; Brodhead, $31; Cashton, $2.70; Clintonville, $1; Darlington. $52.50; Delafield Welsh, $2.19; Depere, $13; Dodgeville Plymouth, $15; Eagle River, $6 25; Eagle River L. M. S., $7.50; Eagle River Boys' M. S., $1.70; East Troy, $12.50; Eau Claire 1st, $125; Eau Claire 2nd, $6.31; Evansville, $84.70; Fond du Lac, $115; Ft. Atkinson, $1.50; Fulton, $1; Gays Mills, $5; Grand Rapids, $26 30; Green Bay, $35; Hammond, $26; Hazel Green, $13 46; Iron River, $25; Ithaca, $25; Janesville, $100; Kenosha, $13.50; Kewaunee, $2.50; Koshkonong, $3; La Crosse, $50; La Fayette, $20; Lake Geneva, $30; Lake Mills, $16.71; Lancaster, $49.50; Leon, $; Madison, $25; Manning, $6.70; Mazomanie, $30: Menomonie, $101.78; Milton, $10.50; Milwaukee Pilgrim, $25 96; Milwaukee Plymouth, $170.80; Mt. Zion, $14; New Chester, $3; New Lisbon, $10; Oshkosh Plymouth, $53.18; Peshtigo, $15; Pittsville. $2.02; Raymond, $7.40; Shullsburg, $2 50; South Kaukauna, $25.50; Sturgeon Bay, $74 25; Trempealeau, $10; Two Creeks, $3.70; Two Rivers, $9.40; Washburn, $30; Waukesha. $33 35; Wauwatosa, $33.70; Waupun L. M. S., $5; Webster, $4.50; Wheaton, $7; William's Bay, $5.45;




Total........




..$ 1,956.34
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The annual printed "Minutes' will give detailed financial statement for the year ending Oct. 1st, including the record of Our Church Life and the tables of receipts from all departments of all churches.




RECEIPTS.




In round numbers the receipts of the year have been as fol. lows, viz:
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Joint Statement.




The Wisconsin Home Missionary Society is auxiliary to, and represents in Wisconsin, the Congregational Home Missionary Society.

The Congregational Home Missionary Society cares for all the Home Missionary work of the nation outside of the thirteen self-supporting states, besides the work of the foreign departments which extends into the self-supporting states as well as outside of them.

The aim of each self-supporting state is to do as much as possible for the national work outside, as well as to care for its own.

Wisconsin has successfully completed its first year of self-support for the entire state with an expenditure of $14,200 (about)

It has voluntarily turned over to the treasury of the National Society one per cent of its receipts from churches and their departments, amounting to $120.00 (about). This, in recognition of our mutual interests and responsibilities and in anticipation of the percentage plan of distributing receipts for the state and national work, probably to be inaugurated by action of the next convention, under the compact, in New York the coming January.

The C. H. M. S. is in its 75th or "Diamond" year, and seeks by special gifts from life members and all others, to pay off its debt of over $100,000, largely the inheritance of past "hard times," and besides to meet its great and growing work.

The W. H. M. S. aims at $16,000 for the second year of selfsupport, and for as large an excess as possible for the treasury of the C. H. M. S. The apportionment plan, so great an agency of our success the past year, is continued subject to increase of individual amounts where reasonable, and subject also to any changes requested or wise.

A "Rally" date will be announced later, but money is needed at once and constantly to keep the wheels moving. By compact with the National society, all Wisconsin funds should be sent to Treasurer Blackman Whitewater, whether designed for state or national work, and including "Diamond" year gifts for the debt from life members and others, with the agreement that the amounts settled upon by the January convention will be forwarded to the National treasury. Apply to Secretary J. 5. Clark, D. D., Fourth Avenue and 22nd street, N. Y., for literature and information concerning the national work.

See the Wisconsin annual "minutes" for annual reports and financial statements, and "Our Church Life" for monthly reports and facts from the field.




Signed:




October, 1900.




G. R. LEAVITT, Pres. W. H. M. S. H. W. CARTER, Sec'y W. H. M. S. J. B. CLARK, Sec'y C. H. M. S.




Recommendations




OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS ADOPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE W. H. M. S., AT GREEN BAY, SEPT. 19. Assuming as settled our general principles and policy, your board make the following recommendations.

1. In recognition of our community of interests and responsibilities with the C. H. M. S., we recommend that at the close of this our first year of selfsupport, there he forwarded to the treasury of the National Society upon this its "diamond year," 1 per cent of the total receipts of the year from the churches and their different departments, this as an earnest of the future larger share to be borne in the work outside of Wisconsin. (That such a remittance might be made at this stage, has been from the first one of the ambitions of the president and secretary, and it was at the beginning proposed as a goal by Dr. Leavitt, our President.)

2. Your board recommend that the apportionment plan be continued with such changes in individual amounts as may be requested or may seem wise.

3. Even with the reduced estimate of expenditures which we find practicable, at least $16000 should be received from all sources the coming year, and in view of the uncertainty of legacies, an increase of the present amount apportioned to the churches, should be made in all cases where practicable. The Board of Directors therefore recommend $16000, as the goal for our state work, with as much of an excess as practicable for National work in addition, and that to this end an increase of individual apportionments be made when reasonable.

4. It is recommended that there be a "Rally Day" for all such as can wisely adjust their system of benevolences to the plan, the date to be announced after conference with our other societies, to avoid conflict.

5. We recommend that additional effort be made to interest and enlist the young in our state and National work and also to secure extra gifts from those able to make them.

6. Your board finally recommend that Mr. E. D. Smith's plan for aiding the work of the society, as indicated in his will be trusted, and therefore that the fulfillment of the provisions of the will be awaited rather than the acceptance of the lump sum offered in lieu of the bequest.




Our District Missionaries.




Our District Missionary policy justifies itself more and more by tangible results. Facts from the field given in the few moments at their disposal at the annual meeting, gave but a glimpse of the vital work constantly performed by brothers Dexter and Whitelaw. Each, according to record, has traveled about 10,000. miles during the past year. Each has spent 244 or more days of the 352 upon the field and each has delivered from 200 to 300 sermons and addresses besides doing an immense amount of calling and correspondence, with attendance upon numerous councils and conventions. Our 100 different communities have received the services of the two for a considerable period. Aid has been given in holding and developing fields, in adjusting missionaries and finances, in fellowship and evangelistic service, besides other lines too numerous to mention.

Marked awakenings have occurred in several portions of the field, notably at the grove meetings in the towns of Maine and Galesburg, Outagamie and Shawano counties, in Bro. Dexter's Eastern district, and in Bro. Whitelaw's Western district at Bloomer and Cleveland, Chippewa county, and in the Kickapoo Valley. The list of converts and church members, to sav no hing of other important results traceable to this work, is extremely gratifying. Our district missionary policy is of inestimable value, particularly at this stage of our work.




Assistant C. H. MacCumber...

As missionary assistant for office and field, Mr. Macumber has been able to respond to invitations for pulpit supplies upon twelve Sabbaths, besides aiding in four weeks of Evangelistic services. This, in addition to the regular office work, with commissions, accounts, orders and receipts, with committee meeting statements, tables, Our Church Life business, and an endless correspondence. Thus the secretary has been released for Sabbath services regularly, and for service much of the time between, at points all over the state where the need seemed most urgent.




Home Missionary Notes.

The Woman's Home Missionary Union is rejoicing and is to be congratulated over the large share it had in the financial success of our first year of self-support. At last account nearly $2000 had been put into the state treasury with more coming.

The officers of the Home Missionary society rejoice that Mrs. Updike as president, and her associates continue in office, and that the Union continues its annual meetings in connection withthe state convention.




See tables in the Convention Minutes with a hundred or more churches marked with -- or, to indicate the fact that they voluntarily exceeded or justequaled, from all departments. not including extra individual gifts, their apportionment. Note that Beloit 1st is still far in the lead as to total, without ndividual gifts or any special lift. This monopoly of leaderhip ought to be broken!

Note that some that did not succeed in reaching their apportionment, did better than some others that exceeded theirs. All can rejoice together comfortably.




Our Rally date was left to be fixed and announced after conference with our other societies to avoid conflict of dates and plans.

The C. E. S. rightly feel that the feast Sabbath in February, as following the time-honored day of prayer for colleges, should be left for them.




How would Easter Sabbath do for Rally Day for the W. H. M. S.? Send suggestions for a date.




The apportionment plan with the general and hearty cooperation in carrying it out was a large element in the past year's success. The success of the current year can be made more marked by a still more general response to the plan. If the amount suggested is really too great with proper consideration for other interests, or, if it may on the other hand be reasonably increased, please let us know. Remember that we want only the goal that may be reached with proper effort without interference with other rightful claims.

Any pushing of Home Missions to the damage of the work of our S. S. society, our Building society, our American Board or any other of our Kingdom extension agencies is to be deprecated and avoided. Rev. C. A. Wight may justly rejoice that he was the father of our apportionment plan,









September Books and Exchanges.




THE PILGRIM PRESS.-Boston and Chicago presents two books of value.

I. THE SUPREME LEADER by Francis B. Denio, D. D., Professor in the Bangor Theological Seminary. Pp. 296, $1.25. This is not a book for casual or even a single reading, though it will repay such use. It is the outgrowth of the investigation of more than twenty years, compacted into small compass, and well suited for use as a handbook for thorough study. The work of the Holy Spirit, the theme of the book, is the most vitally important doctrine to the life of the church in the whole realm of theology, and yet one might almost say with justice that it is the most neglected of doctrines. Professor Denio has arranged his material admirably, both in the full and elaborate historical presentation of the doctrine and in his own study of the Scriptural and logical statements of it, and no one can use the book as a basis for study and meditation without being helped to deeper spirituality and greater efficiency in Christian service. The book, though not large, is really one of the most important theological issues of the year, and is sure to attract attention and thoughtful study.




II. GINSEY KReider, by Huldah Herrick. Pp. 452, $1.50. A tale of the American Highlanders. The author's experience has qualified her to tell such a story as this, the scene of which lies in eastern Kentucky. The heroine is introduced as a girl of fourteen, and the way in which she was rescued from what threatened to be the ruin of her life is a theme of great interest. The author has, of course, taken occasion to introduce into the story sketches of customs and habits in the mountains; but none seems "lugged in" for its own sake for all add to the interest, and contribute to the progress of the tale. The interest of the book is personal, for Ginsey Kreider and her parents, Hallet Powell and the other people of whom it tells are not dummies, but individuals whose characters and histories reach the heart of the reader. The book has unusual power and worth.




PAMPHLETS.




Andover Theological Seminary Necrology 1890-1900; also address list of Alumni, of the same institution, for 1900.

To the former there is added an index of both series of necrology monographs, that from '80 to '90 and that from '90 to '00. A list is presented of the seventeen surviving alumni of sixty years ago, including (then) Drs. Park and Riggs. Their aggregate age is 1500 years, average over 88. Forty-one of the alumni besides Drs. Park and Storrs, whose obituaries are oppended, died during 1899. The address list is carefully complete.




Proceedings of Wisconsin Congress of Religion, held at Green Bay February 27-8, 1900. For sale by The Unionist, Green Bay, 25 cents per copy.

This contains the full program and all the addresses of the session including the opening sermon by Rev. E. G. Updike, D. D., on “The Eternal Reality" and the addresses, severally, of Rev. Judson Titsworth, D. D., on "The Survival of the Best Church Methods, of Rev. F. T. Rouse, on "Ethics as a Basis for Practical Religion," etc. The platform of the congress prefaces the proceedings.

Annual Catalogue of Christian Endeavor Academy, 1900 01. This catalogue, in fresh form and with revised courses and full student and alumni lists, is a clear expression of the the progress, scope and aims of one of our worthiest and noblest Wis consin Academies. Send to Principal R. L. Cheney for a copy and present it to some bright boy or girl.




EXCHANGES.




The August number of the CURRENT HISTORY contains an exceptionally full resume of the progress of the world. Rapid as may be the march of events, it is always faithfully mirrored in this valuable monthly; and the busy reader who may wish to get a clear and unbiased view of actual occurrences, divested of rumor, speculation, and untruth, can depend on finding here just what he wants. The August number gives special prominence to the Chinese Crisis, late developments in South Africa, relations of the Powers of Europe, American Colonial Problem, Presidential Campaign, United States Commerce and public finances, Canadian politics, Railways of the World, Christian Science, Scientific progress, New Inventions, Progress of Education and Religion, Mineral Production, and biographies of celebrities. 49 portraits, maps, etc. (Boston; Current History Co, $1.50 a year. Single numbers, 15 cents. months' trial subscription, 25 cents.)




Three




Mr. Balfour's recent striking address on "The Nineteenth Century," delivered before the University Extension classes at Cambridge, is given in full in THE LIVING AGE for September 8. Mr. Josiah Quincy's paper on "The United States in China" which it reprints from the Contemporary Review, is a thought




ful and sagacious discussion of the question, free from partisan bias.

It also translates from the Nuova Antologia a rather pessimistic presentation of "Diplomatic Ineptitude and the Chinese War," by the distinguished Professor Lombroso.

The Dean of Lincoln gives some very attractive views of the late Mrs. Gladstone, as seen from near at hand, in an article which THE LIVING AGE for September 1. reprints from Good Words.

Elizabeth Stuart Phelps dedicates her new story, "The Successors of Mary the First," the first chapters of which are in the October LADIES' HOME JOURNAL in these words; "Loyalty in change of fortune, devotion in illness, fidelity to monotonous duty, and affection warmly tendered and returned-these the mistress of a household counts jealously among the treasures of life. For, so sacred and so subtle is the power of a human home that those who have ever formed one family can never be or become to one another like strangers without the gates. To the unwritten names of the capable; honorable and lovable women who have given me happiness in giving me service I inscribe this story."

One of the strongest corps of artists ever maintained by a magazine will do the pictorial part of the Ladies' Home Journ al uring 1901. The list includes Edwin A. Abbey, Howard Pyle, A B. Frost, W. L. Taylor, Solomon Solomons, Maxfield Parrish, Prank V. Du Mond, Alice Barber Stephens. Will Bradley, Louis Loeb, Henry Hutt, Henry O. Tanner, the negropainter; Reginald B. Birch, and ten or fifteen others.

THE HARTFORD SEMINARY RECORD-Quarterly, for August. has among its contributed articles one by Prof. A. R. Merriam, of great value, on "Education in Religion-Room for it Somewhere”—an effective plea for the pastor's training class, so strongly emphasized at the Green Bay convention. Rev. H. P. Perkins, M. D., gives "Chinese New Year Couplets," Rev. O, S. Davis "The Gospel Ideal and the Preacher's Message." and Rev. S. W. Dike, L. L. D., “Church Fellowship with Students." The Book Reviews are unusually numerous and satisfactory. It is a rich number.




as




THE CANADIAN CONGREGATIONALIST for Aug. 2, has frontispiece a fine likeness of Rev. E. Munson Hill, of Montreal (Beloit class of 1876), and remarks editorially that Mr. Hill holds the longest continuous Congregational pastorate in Canada. The Congregationalist is an able and interesting paper.

THE NORTHWESTERN CONGREGATIOnalist-Minneapolis-is devoting as much space to Carlton College as its Michigan contemporary is to Olivet. The paper has recently become a weekly and is progressing with marked enterprise. We notice recently a promising section of Wisconsin news. A leading article of the last issue is the state association report on "The Commonwealth of Minnesota and the Sunday-school."

OUR DUMB ANIMALS-Boston-finely and strongly represents the plea of our domestic friends, who can not speak for themselves, for human treatment. It represents forty-three thousand Bands of Mercy, and should be known and welcomed in every Junior Endeavor society. -Geo. T. Angel, Ed., 19 Milk street, Boston.

THE ANIMAL WORLD-248 West 23d St., New York-has a similar mission, but enters more fully into the technical care and propagation of domestic animals. These two journals are good companions for households with children.

THE CHURCH ECONOMIST for September bears a rather startling article from Rev. F. B. Meyer intimating that the withdrawal of European and American missionaries from China and India might be the best thing for the native Christians, at this state of progress, since "the one thing lacking in the life of Indian Christians (possibly Chinese) is independence."

THE COMMONS for September gives interesting camp views of the summer outing of its patrons, also several pathetic pictures of their contracted playgrounds in the city slums. The Commons finds warm approval, wherever its leading spirit Prof. Graham Taylor, goes with his splendid personality and his cogent plea. Chicago, 240 N. Union St.

THE UNIONIST-Green Bay-contains, together with the full program of our recent state convention, a fine likeness of Prof. Herbert L. Willett, Ph. D., and the half length portrait of our genial registrar, Brother Miner, also a condensed history of the Green Bay church, and an obituary sketch of the late Deacon Alonzo Kimball.

THE MOTOR-Madison-W. C. T. U. organ-for September, prints in full the annual address of President W. J. Casterton, and reports of the Loyal Legion convention.

THE BOY-The Temple, Chicago-is an illustrated, up-todate journal for boys, such as boys will read and think upon devoted to the abolition of the cigarette. It should be in every reading-room frequented by children.

NEBRASKA CONGREGATIONAL NEWS-Lincoln, Neb.-is another welcome church journal, Doane College and its three









OUR CHURCH LIFE.




Academies, Franklin, Weeping Water and Chadion, are al- 
ways deeply on its heart. In fact it is largely a state educa- 
tional organ. 


  PLYMOUTH WEEKLY-Michigan Congregational organ, De- 
 troit-devotes much space to news of the week, and rather 
small space to church news. 
journal. 
                             It is, however, an ably conducted 





Little Richard.




How dear the little ones are to us we never know till they have taken their flight.

We have just laid away a dear little grandson whose wings have been growing for some time. We loved him as we did our own. He was mature beyond his years, so unselfish, so considerate of others, so affectionate, continually saying such sweet things to his mother and to others whom he loved.

He had a wonderfully inquiring mind, always wishing to hear a story he had never heard before. He was a very intelligent child, pure and clean. He liked to say grace at the table. Very brief it was, but very comprehensive. "Dear Jesus, bless this food, and make us all good, for Jesus' sake, He would pray for what he wanted, and once when the answer did not come immediately, said he thought Jesus did not understand him.




amen."




A year ago, when he was four and a half years old, he was invited to one of the neighbor's to see a little puppet show. On coming home he told his mother he did not like foolish things; that there was no sense in it. (meaning the show). He used to preach little sermons, repeating Bible stories which he had heard; singing, praying, (always preceding this latter with the words "let us nite in prayer") and sometimes taking up a collection. He was a remarkably spiritually minded child; once taking up his mother's bible and saying as he kissed it "Mamma, we love the Bible, don't we; we can't know too much of the Bible, can we?"

His little recitations at church entertainments were much enjoyed. He was severely ill only two or three days-diphtheretic croup. When his father told him the angels were coming for him, and just before he breathed his last he laid his two hands in those of his father an said: "Papa, go with me; how fast the horses are coming.' Just as the sun was rising

on the morning of Sabbath. August fifth, he passed into 
eternal life. He was five and a half years old. Memorial ser- 
vices were held in Pilgrim church on the following Sabbath, 
the same taking the place of the Sunday-school. We feel that 
he is one of those who "being dead yet speaketh." 
  Truly, of such is the kingdom of heaven. 





A MOTHER'S TRIBUTE




Passed into eternal life on the morning of Sabbath, August 5, 1900, Richard Barrett, adopted child of Edward B. and Minnie C, Millard, aged five and one hali years.

He is not lost, forever lost, though torn from my embrace, 
He's living still, an angel now, in yon bright heavenly place. 
I love to think he's near me yet; that I his voice can hear 
In whispered words of comfort sweet, my burdened heart to 
    cheer. 


I love to think he speaks of me in that bright sun-lit home, 
And often asks the angel throng, "When will my mamma 
   come?" 


T'will not be long, 'tis hastening on, the hour of glad release, 
When I shall join my angel boy in realms of joy and peace. 


The light that shone in those blue eyes had something not of 
    earth, 


And all his winning words and ways revealed his heavenly birth.

An angel visitor he was; a cherub from the throne,

And shall we murmur or repine that heaven has claimed its own?




But yet, but yet, we miss him so.




more




                            For us there comes no 
The patter of the little feet that met us at the door 
The dimpled face upturned to mine for mamma's good-night 
    kiss, 


The joyful shout when papa came, we miss, Oh! how we miss!

And when, at eventide, I sit in solitude alone,

He comes, methinks to comfort me, my precious sainted one, 
He leaves the music and the light of his celestial home, 
And to my sorrowing heart he tells of brighter days to come. 


I feel his breath upon my cheek, his hands upon my face, 
And 'round my neck the little arms are clasped in fond em- 
   brace. 


O Savior mine, be thou my guide, till on that sun-bright 
   shore 


Thou giv'st me back the loved and lost, where pasting comes 
                                                 S. N. MILLARD, 





no more.

Milwaukee.




Oh, for More Power!
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This is the cry that comes from leaders in the Christian church in view of the lack of aggressive force as revealed by church statistics. Dr. Carroll, in the New York Independent asserts that in all the denominations, including the Roman Catholic, the average gain the past year was one-fifth of one per cent. of the membership. The Methodist Episcopal report a loss of 22,000. The Baptist association of Michigan reports a loss of $1,100 members in that state. Other denominations bewail the unusually small increase the past two dr three years. Everywhere Christian people are asking, "Why this dearth of power?"

Does not God answer the question? "Ye shall have power after that the Holy Ghost has come upon you." But the Holy Ghost does not come upon the unclean.

What is the attitude of the vast majority of the voting members of our churches towards the policy of perpetuating the saloon curse? Is it not true that there is a partnership through the ballot-box in the business of drunkard-making that God cannot look upon with approbation? Is it not true that in joining hands with those who perpetuate the business of building a town with blood, of giving drink to his neighbor and making him drunken, there is a coming under the woe that God hath declared in His word? Can such as persist in this expect their prayers to be heard? When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ve make many prayers I will not hear; your hands are full of blood."

We raise the question with all seriousness whether partnership through the ballot box in the business of drunkard-making as maintained by the great political parties, may not be one reason why the converting power of God's spirit seems to be withheld from the churches during the past few years? H. A. MINER, Madison.




Elk Mound Dedication.

Upon Sunday, Sept. 30, the attractive house of worship with its symmetrical spire was dedicated as the only house of worship in Elk Mound.

Rev. H. R. Vaughn has for some years done voluntary and self-sacrificing work here and at other outlying points in connection with his pastorate of the Wheaton church on Truax Prairie, five miles from Eau Claire.

A preliminary organization has been effected, and will soon be enlarged and seek recognition by a Congregational council. Upon this perfect Sabbath a Sunday-school convention of the Elk Creek Union was held in the forenoon. For the afternoon service, Dr. J. W. Frizzell, of Eau Claire, with many tribulations in securing conveyance, drove the twelve miles and hack between his home services, to preach the dedication Under his leadership over $160 was pledged which, with amounts reasonably counted upon from Eau Claire and other outside friends and from the C. C, B. S., enabled the dedication to proceed with the assurance of no debt. The entire cost of the building and furnishing was nearly $1,200. Mr. and Mrs. John Connors, of Truax, led the way in the payment of $10 each and a dollar apiece for several grand children, and others, up to a total of over $25,




sermon.




Secretary Carter, with neighboring ministers, assisted in the general services of the day, and Mr. Carter preached the convention sermon in the evening.

District Missionary Whitelaw was to begin with Brother Vaughn in special meetings the first Sunday in October.




An Important Request.




DEAR MR. Kidder:




Madison, Wis., Aug. 3, 1900.




   As you know, we are collecting from our friends large num- 
  bers of periodicals of a very good class, and are binding many 
 thousand copies of the Youth's Companion for circulation in 
 the state. Until recently we have found a demand for all of 
 the more recent periodicals which we could collect from our 
 traveling library stations and smaller libraries. So many 
 hundreds of families are now giving us their magazines that 
 we are likely this fall to be able to branch out somewhat and 
 send to other needy places. We are anxious to send this ma- 
 terial to communities where it is most needed, and I have 
 thought that possibly through your church paper you might 
be able to find people who could work for us. 
not quite afford to give the materials to families, but would 
                                 We can 
like to send it to postoffices, country stores or people who 
will take pains to keep the material in circulation for some 
little time. We do not expect to have the periodicals returned 
to us, but after it has served its purpose to be given away. 





Yours very truly,




               F. A. HUTCHINS. 
Sec'y Wis. Free Library Com., Madison. 










Life in Our Churches.




We earnestly request each church in the state, through its clerk, or some selected and effective deputy, to send us as often as once in three months a condensed statement of its principal ac omplishments and special plans of work, or items of extraordinary personal interest.-Address Our Church Life, Ripon, Wis., just before the month closes.




Bloomington and Blake's Prairie-Rev. F. W. Schoenfeld, pastor. Home Missionary apportionment reached. "It was hard work, but I feel richly repaid for my labor." Extensive repairs have been made in and about the church building and the pastor enters upon his fifth year with rene wed joy. Cashton-Rev. James Rowe, pastor. On the evening of Sept. 13, a large company of members and friends f the church met in the church building to give the pastor and family a formal welcome to the field. Some time was spent in introductions, followed by general conversation, after which lunch was served by the ladies and all went home feeling that they had spent a delightful evening.

Cleveland-Keystone post office, Rev. G. M. Manavian, pastor. Mr. Manavian is the only protestant English speaking missionary here, and for a settled region about fifty by twenty miles. With the assistance of Rev. D. A. Richardson, of Bloomer, formerly pastor here also, $300 have been raised for a parsonage, which, with donated labor, and loan from C. C. B. S. insures its speedy completion.

Eau Claire Second-Rev. J. B. Thompson, pastor. This field is regaining the ground lost during its late pastorless +xperience, aud moves forward hopefully. Old debts are being cancelled and a hundred dollars worth of new concrete sidewalk is laid,

Elroy-Rev. Walter M. Ellis, pastor. An autumn Sundayschool rally day was the order of things Sept. 30, with a memory ticket for each attendant, saying "I was present at rally day of Plymouth church Sunday-school. Shall I not try to be present every Sunday?" A sheet called "Christian Worker's Plan," with hints for specific service to mark at option, is being circulated in the parish.

Endeavor Church and Academy, with Rev. R. L. Cheney, as pastor, principal and general manager, has recently celebrated two remarkable anniversaries. July 8 was observed the tenth anniversary of the pitching of the Home Missionary tent, then in charge of Mr. Cheney as general missionary. Mr. Cheney has been connected with this work from the beginning, as trustee or otherwise. Rev. C. A. Boughton, of Necedah, for some time a member of the tent quartette with Mr. Cheney, "happened (?) in" unexpectedly at the anniver. sary and sang some of the old solos while the pictures of "Father and Mother" Cheney, who shared in this early work, were upon the stereoptican canvas. August 5 came the celebration of the tenth anniversary of the organization in the tent, of the church. The tent remained in place from the beginning of the work, for the organization of the church and until after the church building was framed in it in the fall. The sermon of the anniversary was preached by Dr. J. H. Richie, of the Portage Presbyterian church, who happened (?) there for the Sabbath, with a memo ial sermon in his bag, without thought of meeting such an emergency.

Fond du Lac-Deacon and Mrs. Washington Wilkie were overwhelmed with an impromptu reception and best congratulations by their multitudes of friends, on the occasion of their fiftieth wedding anniversary, Sept. 17. Mrs. R. W. Bass, of this church, after a round the world tour, including Egypt and Palestine, gave an entertaining travel-story evening, in the church, Sept. 21.

Green Bay-Pastor J. M. A. Spence was the hardest worked of men during the convention, but he kept a serene face and made every guest at home. Sept. 2 he gave an address on the "Significance of Labor Day," covering its history and legitimate uses. It was well received.

Hazel Green-Rev. R. C. Bennett, pastor. When the pastor took this work, a year and more ago, the church was suf fering from defection and discouragement. Now matters are in a harmonious and hopeful conditions here and at Buncomb. Extensive repairs upon the parsonage are planned. The pastor's wife with her music and leadership is peculiarly helpful. Hillsboro-Rev. C. W. Stark, pastor. On Aug. 7 the church gave a royal reception. Rev. Thomas Barker the former pastor, in behalf of the church welcomed the pastor, and Mrs. Maggie Shaffer welcomed the pastor's wife and family. Both pastor and wife responded. After a general good time socially, refreshments were served by the ladies of the church, All went home feeling that it is good to give the new pastor and wife a reception and the pastor felt that an excellent opportunity had been given to become acquainted with those interested in the welfare of his new field,

Kaukauna-At the regular communion service the first Sunday in July Pastor J. H. Rowland, his wife and six daughters, together with Mrs. W. R. Money united with the First Congregational church. It was a sight to be remembered. The coming among us of Rev. Rowland seems to give new life to an almost starving people. The Sunday-school is on the




increase. Sunday services are well attended and the regular mid-week prayer and praise service is doubling up rapidly, last attendance being fifty. We look for still better things to follow.

La Crosse-Rev. Henry Faville, pastor. On Sunday, Sept. 30th, occurred the the reopening of this church, which has been greatly improved since July by reshingling, raising the upper vestibule to the audience-room floor, enlarged pulpit platform, hardwood floors, new aisle and vestibule and platform carpets, new painting and frescoing and festooing the arches with electric lights-an expense of about $3 000. The appearance of the church has been transformed. The present building was erected in 1870. The reopening service was practically a rededication amid great joy and praise. The pastor's morning and evening themes were "The House of Prayer" and "The House of Praise" and the music of the entire day was finely adapted. The church is actively at work, and the pastor writes "we hope now to get the internal part of the congregation equally renovated.

Lake Geneva-Pastor C. A. Osborn, besides his deep interest in Sunday school improvement for us all, announced locally a lecture from Booker T. Washington in the church during the late summer.

Lake Mills-Rev. Arthur E. Fraser closed his first year of pastoral work with this church on Aug. 1st and with his wife and baby daughter is spending a vacation of five weeks at the "Rest for tired Workers" on Madeline Island. The year closed with the kindest of feeling between pastor and peopleall feeling that it has been a year of profit to the church. The pulpit has been occupied three Sundays during the pastor's absence-by Col. F. E. Parsons, Dr. Henry Faville and Dr. Updike respectively. We are much in need of a new house of worship and there has been some talk of building this year, but the more conservative among us are in favor of waiting a few years for the new church and repairing the old one in the mean time. This will probably be done, a new carpet has already been purchased.

Madison-The Y P. S. C. E. of Dr. Updike's church issues postals thoughtfully inquiring of other Endeavor societies for lists of young people attendant upon the State University in order to help them.

New London-We think we are fortunate as a church in, securing as pastor the Rev. Winfield R. Gaylord, of Elgin, Ill. who has been with us since July 1st last. Congregations have shown much interest by the increased attendance. There are indications of more aggressive christian work during the coming fall and winter, which we believe is much needed.

New Richmond-Pastor and Mrs. A. D. Adams celebrated their silver wedding on August 26. The fifth year of Brother Adams' pastorate at New Richmond, closed with August. Worthy of note are the addition of 72 members, the payment of a $1000 debt, and the visitation of the tornado. The latter made necessary the expenditure of $1200 in repairs on the church building, which amount was kindly donated by sister churches and others. The benevolent offerings for the five years have amounted to $1000, and the home expenses to $7,000. The losses of the church in membership and financial ability as a result of the tornado have been large. Eighteen have died and twenty have asked for letters and of the present 162 members 58 are absentees.

Pittsville-Pastor W. D. J. Stevenson is attracting large Sunday evening congregations by illustrating his sermon with large pulpit paintings: To him the Sunday evening service problem is solved,

Platteville-Rev. C. A. Wight closed his pastorate of nearly eight years at Platteville Aug. 26, and lef: the next morning for his new pastorate at Hallowell, Me. Many individual mementoes were presented to Mr. and Mrs. Wight besides a silver tea set, and set of tea spoons with a beautiful clock at a farewell reception given the preceding Friday evening. A packed house listened, many in tears, to the farewell sermon Sabbath afternoon, and a large congregation gathered in the evening for a closing communion service in which Secretary Carter assisted after a missionary day with the Mount Zion church, Rev. J. Challinor, pastor. At the evening service, Prof. Beck, on behalf of a committee, read the warm resolutions of regard and regret, which will be found elsewhere, Commendatory resolutions were also passed by the board of directors of the W. H. M. S., of which Mr. Wight was a vice president and of whose executive committee he was a member. The apportionment plan which has brought such success in the Home Missionary movement for self support was proposed by Mr. Wight.

Pleasant Valley-Mr. G. H. Rawson, pastor, has just completed a new parsonage building, without outside aid. The pastor and family have already moved in and are "at home" to their friends. The people are much gratified at the successful work accomplished.

Prairie du Chien-Rev. W. E. Shaw, pastor, says: "Bless God we have every saloon closed for the first time in the his tory of this city, on Sunday. All the stores have followed and our city is a respectable place on the Sabbath. I have taken seventeen more into the church, making thirty-one in five months. By the end of the year I pray God for one hundred souls. Our Sabbath evening services are reported the largest in the history of the church.'









Prescott-The pastor, Rev. Herman Obenhaus, makes good use of an Edison mimeograph, in the way of multiplying pastoral letters. A Home Missionary rally was happily called Sept. 30, through such a letter to each member, inclosing an envelope. The church begins the new year early. The pledge system for church expense was similarly introduced in January, and a Sunday school rally day was a very recent event.

Sharon-Rev W. H. Kent will continue his pastorate at this point the He has another year at coming year. the Theological Seminary, Chicago, and expects to finish that in connection with his church work. With the advent of this most earnest young minister of the gospel of Christ's love, a new spirit is infused into the church, and we look to the future with hope. Two new members on confession have been taken into the church during Mr. Kent's short ministry. In connection with the midweek prayer meeting the pastor has conducted a class in the study of the life of Christ, on a plan which has proven of great interest and profit. The Christian Endeavor society, though small in numhers, is composed of earnest and devoted workers. Sept. 23, Mr. Kent exchanged puipits with the Rev. Philo Hitchcock, of Shiocton, Wis. The congregation was highly edified by the finished discourses of the speaker and his tender, fervent words appealed forcibly to his hearers.

Sheboygan-Rev. J. T. Chynoweth, pastor. July 1 Rev. J. B Davidson addressed a union mass meeting on Sunday amusements in the German Reformed church. Systematic united work was at once commenced to educate the whole people on the Sabbath question. Six thousand leaflets in English and German were put in the hands of the people. They are now printing six thousand more, containing strong words by different citizens, including the German Lutheran pastor. Terrible Sun day desecration has helped arouse the people. They have invited the Wisconsin Sunday Rest Day Association to hold its annual convention there Nov. 15-16. A large enthusiastic gathering is expected. Let all who can attend the convention to help in this most important work in Sheboygan and also in the whole state.

Sparta-On the departure of Dr. and Mrs. Crawford, a warm reception was tendered them in the church, with a brief musical program and an address by D. F. Jones culminating in resolutions




[image: [blocks in formation]]


The Twethieth Door,

His Brother's Keeper, 
Richard Bruce, 


John King's Question Class, 
Malcom Kirk, 


The Miracle at Markham, 
In His Steps, in German, 
A Matter of Business, 
Not His Own Master, 
To Pay the Price, 


Edward Blake: College Student,
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C. M. SHELDON W. C STILES




MRS. G. S. REANEY S. K. HOCKING C. M. SHELDON Bound in Paver, 25 cents each. Linen Cloth, 40 cents. Regular Cloth, gilt top, 75 cents. 1.2, 3. in Cheap Paper Edition, 10 cen s each. A so by C. M. Sheldon Redemption of Freetown, cloth, 25 cents Any five of the 25 cent books to one ad ress, $1 00. Any six of the 40c books to one address, $2.00. Any five of the 75; books to one address, $3.00.

In His Steps design in blue, white and gold. In box, 81.25. Illustrated.

Large type, gilt top. 12 full page illustrations cloth cover

A New Book by C. M. Sheldon

EDWARD BLAKE, COLLEGE STUDENT.

Not only does it give a vivid picture of Western College life, but being placed at the time of the Spanish American war, it affords opportunity for the expression of the author's very positive views on the subject of expansion, and the canteen. army Every one interested in these subjects, shold read this book.

THE ADVANCE. (Oongregational Weekly), to a new subscriber, unti! Jan. 1, 1902, for $2 00. Clubs of five, o more, $1.50 each. Trial offer, three months 25c Sent postpaid, on receipt of price, by

ADVANCE PUBLISHING CO., 215 Madison St., Chicago.
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highly commendatory of his work and $60.00 per month be made penses canent posiby a capable woman. Perman Write at tion. Experience unnecessary. Co., 234; once for particulars. Clark &




emphasizing the parish's deep sense of loss. These resolutions are too long for our columns but they significantly note Dr. Crawford's "high character, matured intellect and blameless life," his devotion to the general welfare in temperance, education and municipal reform, his strong championship of the temperance cause and his steady faithful work as a gospel preacher. During his seventeen years pastorate the urch grew from a membership of 267 o 486; 391, meanwhile have united on confession of faith, and 135 by letter, an average of thirtyone each year. The church plant has grown from a value of $450, with $300 debt, to $22,000. This is a monumental work. Y. P. S. C. E. also passed resolutions of heartfelt regret and appreciation. Dr. Crawford's letter of resignation is full of tender feeling.

Waupun-In anticipation of the coming of new minister, Rev. Geo. C. Lochridge, of Elkhorn, Wis., we have repainted the outside of our church, which is a great improvement and ma·le some alterations inside that were needed. We have also repainted the outside and inside of our parsonage besides repapering a goodly portion of same, making it a very pretty and desirable house. Mr. Lochridge preached his first




S. 4th street, Philadelphia, Pa.




To The Deaf.




A rich lady cured of her Deafness and Noises in the Head by Dr. Nicholson's Artificial Ear Drums, gave $10,000 to his Institute so that deaf people unable to procure the Ear Drums may have them free. Address No. 13852-c. The Nicholson Institute, 780, Eighth Avenue, New York, U S. A,




Sousa, the "March King." is a good deal better known than many a crowned monarch. In his varied career many strange and laughable things have happened to him. A number of these he relates in his article, "Some Experiences of a Bandmaster," which is to appear in THE YOUTHS COMPANION of September 27th, The same issue will contain a capital story of college-girl life by Grace M. Gallaher "The Sophomore Play."




NOTICE.




The attention of Pastorless churches and pastors seeking a field, is ca led to the fact that the COMMITTEE OF INFORMATION appointed by the State Convention stands ready to give any aid in their power, when applied for, to help in the desired adjustment of pastors to churches and churches to pastors. The committee are

Rev. Geo. R. Leavitt, D. D., 
  Beloit. 


Rev. Wm. Crawford, D. D., 
  Sparta. 


Rev. F. B. Doe, Ashland. 
J.O. Meyers, Esq., Wauwatosa. 
Hon. F. J. Lamb, Madison. 





Who Wants a Chandelier?

Any church in need of a twelve or fit teen lamp chandelier, will find it to their advantage to correspond with Senator C. H. Baxter, Lancaster. The church has recently put in electric lights and has no further use for chandeliers.
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Faultless




Loans
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NETTING INVESTORS




5,5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

Are those placed by us on improved Farming Lands in 
the very heart of the great "Corn Belt" of the world. 


We have had 27 Years Experience

in handling these securities. No better nor safer investment can be found than our first mortgage. lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

We do business in localities where we have personal 
knowledge of lands and land values. Loans range in 
amount from $20C up, are usually for a term of 5 years, 
interest semi-annual, remitted without cost to lender 
in New York or Chicago exchange. 


    Send for our monthly list of choice loans, giving 
full particulars of improvements, valuation, etc. 





Adrees,
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NORTH WESTERN




IS A




Standard of Excellence




IN




Railway 
Construction 
Operation and 
Equipment. 


Everything pertaining to its service is 
      modern and progressive. 


The Through Car Route

Between Chicago and St. Paul, Minnea- 
 polis, Duluth, Council Bluffs, Omaha, 
    Sioux City, Denver, Portland, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and princi- 
           pal cities in the 





amid Christian influences favorable West and North-West.




to the development of vigorous 
thought and productive character. 
 Its Classical Course has a wide repu- 
Stion. Its Philosophical and 
thorce Courses are broad 
in Oragh. It has an unusual record 
fords atory and Athletics. It af 
      choice advantages in Music. 





E




Belo




Equipment




and




Collit stands foremost among the 
  Aeges of the Interior. 





MISS E. C. SABIN, Presidentcoveritan

FOR SALE!




A Fine....




Double

Lantern 
Stereopticon 


AT A BARGAIN.

REV. S. L. UNGER,

Brodhead, Wis




pec mong its twelve buildings, esSorally noteworthy are the Pearte hs Science Hall, containing ExMuseum of Archaeology; the ghnsive Laboratories and the Lobeautiful Chapel; Chapin Hall for men; Emerson Hall, one of the finest college buildings for women in the country; Memorial Hall with library of 25,000 volumes; the Smith Observatory equipped for original work; Scoville Hall (Academy) and Art Hall with valuable paintings and the unique Fisher Collection of casts from the Antique.

The Academy




Of the College, finely equipped, pre- 
pares for all leading institutions, and 
gives thorough general training. 


   Correspondence may be addressed 
to President Edward D. Eaton, Miss 
L. May Pitkin, Dean of the Young 
Women, or Professor A. W. Burr, 
Principal of the Academy, Beloit, 
Wisconsin. 
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About this Book - From Google


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library
shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project to make
the world's books discoverable online. It has survived long enough for the
copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain
book is one that was never subject to copyright or whose legal copyright term
has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to
country. Public domain books are our gateways to the past, representing a
wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover.
Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume may appear
in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the publisher to a
library and finally to you.




Google Book Search has digitized millions of physical books and made them
available online at the Google Books web site. The digitization at
the most basic level is based on page images of the
physical books. To make this book available as an ePub formated file we have
taken those page images and extracted the text using Optical Character
Recognition (or OCR for short) technology. The extraction of text from page
images is a difficult engineering task. Smudges on the physical books' pages,
fancy fonts, old fonts, torn pages, etc. can all lead to errors in the
extracted text. Imperfect OCR is only the first challenge in the ultimate goal
of moving from collections of page images to extracted-text based books. Our
computer algorithms also have to automatically determine the structure of the
book (what are the headers and footers, where images are placed, whether text
is verse or prose, and so forth). Getting this right allows us to render the
book in a way that follows the format of the original book.




Despite our best efforts you may see spelling mistakes, garbage characters,
extraneous images, or missing pages in this book. Based on our estimates, these
errors should not prevent you from enjoying the content of the book. The
technical challenges of automatically constructing a perfect book are daunting,
but we continue to make enhancements to our OCR and book structure extraction
technologies.




We hope you'll enjoy these books as much as we do.



Usage guidelines 



Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain
materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong
to the public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this
work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we
have taken steps to prevent abuse by commercial parties, including
placing technical restrictions on automated querying.




We also ask that you:



	 Make non-commercial use of the files: We designed Google Book
Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files
for personal, non-commercial purposes.



	 Refrain from automated querying: Do not send automated queries
of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on
machine translation, optical character recognition or other areas
where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact
us. We encourage the use of public domain materials for these purposes
and may be able to help.



	 Maintain attribution: The Google "watermark" you see on
each file is essential for informing people about this project and
helping them find additional materials through Google Book Search.
Please do not remove it.



	 Keep it legal: Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible
for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that
just because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in
the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for
users in other countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies
from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any
specific use of any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume
that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used
in any manner anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability
can be quite severe.





About Google Book Search



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make
it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach
new audiences.
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upon “Arother Rally Day” is an utterance of
common mind. 1 have been wondering if the
chairman of our State Congregational Benevolent
and Missionary committee could not help o get
the thing desired realized.”
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the coming state convention, the “iederation’ of
benevolent society contributions, to the exteat. of
a common understaading of the yearly schemes
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sccretaric, and . more equitable adaptation
o conformity of the las of the churches to the
relative and temporal needs of the varied work,

We cordially endorse again the work of the con-
solidated Hook and Magasine Co., 95.99 Nassan
treet, New York. Send for the booklet "Maga-
. sine Circles and How to Organise Them.”

State Historian JoharN. Davidson sends us the
inaugural page of bis fortheoming work, History
of Wisconsin Churches. 1 s an auspicious begin.
niag, to which we hope every church clrk and
convention registrar will contribute all possible

aid and encouragement.

‘The atti o be clarcd of the accumulation of
. back numbers of Our Church Life, Any one desir-
g single_copies, or packages for distribution,
plense notify Secretary Carter, Beloit. Some
s are lacking; of others there s an overstock.

Every colleg, Tibracy and every registrar of
& convention shouldsecure a complete e of
Our Charch Lif before t i too late.

Among the perquisites of Secretary Carter's
office was a share from May 1 to Juse 14 n sine
of the ten Gistrict conventions, besides the anoval
mecting of the national socity at Detrait, June
57, this latter mesting interierng with aticad.
ance upon Winaehago convention at Kewaunee.

Severalreports by represcatativesof these con.
ventions appear in thi issuc; others will follose.
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 The Advasce for July 20,

Pastor Adums, of New Richmond, ander date of
Jaly 27 writes: “There is nothing of parteular
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are gaining heart a0d beginning to talk about
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€0 our churches.” (See reprint in another coh
)

A New Testimony.
st Coxearcamonar. Curuacrr,
AreL¥ToN, Wi, July 19, 1899,
Rev. Suwvs. T, Kimoa,

T am much pleased with the “Charch Lk
which you have kindly sent me. It i neway,
bright, spiitual, a valuable organ for our stae
work." Picase put me on the regalar ot

Yours,
'P. T. Rouse.






OEBPS/data/content-0768.png





OEBPS/data/content-0527.png
Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-
sionary Union.

amrer e 1. - Sare. ion
T B e e

i St o iy 10 5 35
1899,

o
s S0

tiiEs

i Gl s, 2 i, 5. Caton, 400,
B Gl 0,5 Whiewater, 16

-

eiaiing






OEBPS/data/content-0769.png
KEWAUNEE SHORT LINE

Green Bay and West- [ Kewauuee, Green Bay

ern Railroad. & Western R. R.
THE THE
POPULAR ROUTE SHORT LINE
BETWEEN To

Grssn Bay, Winon. LaCrose. | New Yok, Boston Phiadelphia
Stavens Potat, Grand Repids, | Washington, Bafuko Der
. Pl Mianeapolis, "

Aok i e Wt g | o Femies s Lake iigan
J A.JORDAN, J.B LAST,
Ganerat Munager. " Fretaht and

GREEN BAY, WIS,






OEBPS/data/content-0528.png
o SR VR e e
[ A R ———

P

e e

Report for Month of July.

P — e

Annual Meeting.





OEBPS/data/content-0521.jpg
MENASHA, WISCONSIN, AUGUST, 1899.

npex.

iy e

NO. 10,






OEBPS/data/content-0763.jpg
INVESTMENT  CO.,





OEBPS/data/content-0522.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0764.png





OEBPS/data/content-0523.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0765.png
Standard of Excellence
Railway
Construction
Operation =~
Equipment.

Syt b service

o pogrsiv.

T Thgh Car Roue

Betmeen Chicsgyand . Bnl, Minew






OEBPS/data/content-0524.png
VoL 5. MENASHA, AUGUST, 189,

Wisconsin and the World King-

dom.

Another of e great Endeayor conventions, a¢
Detroit, han passed into history . ighty i

on to all who were privieged to attend
The Endeavor movement grows more and more
colossal and universal. There s vast hope in it

when you inquice whether the world grows bet.

That question is pectinent, nay_irresistible,
ehenone thinks of the icrease of Sunday dese.
ceation by even confesse Chstiaus, the ncrease
‘ofdivore, the cnlarging ravages of st and_beer
‘and tobacco, the indiflerence.of business men to
he Church uad to Cheistian enterprise, the laxity,
‘worllincss and slfahocss in the church nod. ont
of it, the decay of family worship, th drit of
Foun mashood in_the dirstion o fst living—
hocan say thereis no cause for alarm !

coutine or fo
Eadeavor soc
ageof young 1

Bt all thes
of thechurch o
The great

It more
tional pastor
a e years sin
ing in anoth
bind him smal
thousand dall

“This s bad.
him to return
rather than to
the Ringdom





OEBPS/data/content-0766.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0518.png
‘THE BREEZE PRINTING 00_>
g ot e,
S PRETTY VISTNG GRS
AT 25 IR, 100, pUSTRAD_>

“THE BREEZE PRINTING CO. Menasha.Wis.

Rlpon College.

Jy e ':“"‘r"ﬁﬂf#?".‘..‘.
N XS mL






OEBPS/data/content-0519.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0712.png
Cnih R T ERARTASLRRERE I JBED WAREY






OEBPS/data/content-0713.png





OEBPS/data/content-0714.png





OEBPS/data/content-0715.png





OEBPS/data/content-0710.png
A Call to Earmest Prayer.
e el T T






OEBPS/data/content-0711.png
ot ,7{:\,;:,"‘,:‘5‘\‘\“(:.‘; 3
e ol e O






OEBPS/data/content-0709.png





OEBPS/data/content-0705.png
$ 000





OEBPS/data/content-0706.png
Spara

e e iy ..

o
[






OEBPS/data/content-0707.png
g S o 31






OEBPS/data/content-0708.png
Namé Your Life Members.






OEBPS/data/content-0701.png





OEBPS/data/content-0702.png
'&‘J[’.‘l‘i‘y.‘;‘}\‘»ﬁiﬁu{i ':.-:A.;:::"" iremer

Mareh Report






OEBPS/data/content-0703.png





OEBPS/data/content-0704.png





OEBPS/data/content-0700.png





OEBPS/data/content-0734.png
Minutes of State Convention.

IR






OEBPS/data/content-0735.png
S o N

Tota for November

ot i i
Grand tota. el

Notes from the Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0736.png





OEBPS/data/content-0737.png
ol e e

R ——— :m:?






OEBPS/data/content-0730.png





OEBPS/data/content-0731.png
S ek e 5 s Wi,

April Report.
?&E‘i?_ﬂ{?ﬂ Kt
"o s

b

ot e S S A

e oy W s






OEBPS/data/content-0732.png
Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-

sionary Union.

e W

Financial Report from March 3o to April 28,
1900

Sy e, S0 Pl 7 e

ey

i o o,

i, 1S i 3.5 -

Whiewatr. o0
Wit €181 Wilams .85 i,

e .

S ot 1.6

kﬂ:'-‘:fiu'vmﬂ'.”.‘!w" hrhxur‘!'rrﬂ

e e T S e b T e sy e
TR REP T e






OEBPS/data/content-0733.png





OEBPS/data/content-0727.png
Editorial Briefs

Dot e omg ot o o

It

o ue'n" .h”l. aeoni,

ntions are good tests of the
loyalty of the loca churches to the broader el

Towship.

Fellowship and Independency are the two legs
on which Congregationalism stands a5 a systen
Would that o churches were lnme in cithe lg.

Commencements are coming. Sce “dates to re.
memer and make your plans. Did you know
that all the institutions for anything withi
above secondary training, ofcvery type and con.
o aave two Normal schools and our Ash.






OEBPS/data/content-0728.png
A needy missionary would be greatly refieved
. and Blessed with the git ofa biyele—a second:

hand one would not be refused.





OEBPS/data/content-0729.png
s One copy for the year, of the “American Anti-
i ot e Touont o S50 Ay
LBt e, ooy ot






OEBPS/data/content-0723.png
KEWAUNEE SHORT LINE

Green Bay and West- | Kewaunee, Green Bay

crn Railroad. & Western R. R.
THE THE
POPULAR ROUTE | SHORT LINE
BETWEEN o

inon. LaGrosss, | vy York, Hoston. Philadel
Grard Kupids, | Wahiagtan, Bufflo De-
EI— vt Totedo,

J.A.JORDAN, J.B LAST,

GREEN BAY, WIS,






OEBPS/data/content-0725.jpg
Ha

Somnce,
o i e,

RIPON COLLEGE SCIENCE HALL.





OEBPS/data/content-0726.png
LA e S






OEBPS/data/content-0720.png





OEBPS/data/content-0721.png





OEBPS/data/content-0722.png
Aycw Qymnasium, together with

e, praca,
Riron, wis.






OEBPS/data/content-0716.png
NOTICE.

T autetion of Pasioress
churdhes o prstors wesking 4
el s 1 e e

AT of N FOMA TN A
Dotatad T SinteComvention
S rely o cive a0 i
i paer W i
0 T e esrt jose
anent o prstor: s e and
Churches to st The com

Rev. o 1 Leawite, D. D,
ey
Rex: Wan, Crawlord, D. D,
St

Rl E Do, Ashina
10 e Wit
How F 1 Lo Nomwnt





OEBPS/data/content-0717.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0718.png
DARROW INVESTMENT CO.,

Vo ara pleasd to rfer, v, M. Kidder

BeluitTlolIeg&

A






OEBPS/data/content-0719.png
Standard of Excellence
Railway
Construction
Operation
Equipment.






OEBPS/data/content-0231.png
i :‘n’::;m:'%\:;}e o






OEBPS/data/content-0473.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0232.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0233.png
Pricsof Ningara Baths, $5.00.

JONES & CO.
ke Fas





OEBPS/data/content-0475.png





OEBPS/data/content-0234.png
Wilwaukes-Dovne Coleg,

‘THE BREEZE PRINTING C0_2
T

S PRETTY VISITNG
AT 25C PER 100, POSTPAID_<

st g Sarov | THE BREEZE RINTING C0. M

Faultless s tarmirs ¢ ot
Loans. ., e

a5 Vears Experlence

Loans.

Standard of Excelle

Railway

Constructi
Operation -
Equipment

e Thogh Cor Ro

S,
o,

West and North-W

For tckta and il noras

Cicago & Nor-Her

oHURHEhme BEL





OEBPS/data/content-0476.png
The question i pertinent, sho was resp
at the tate convention at Milwaukes, in 2, for
Steangling ovr ime honored and ffsive standiog
Sundny-achool commitice, swithout. any discoe.
sion, %0 fue as. the mimates show. Why was it
donc? And why since then, have the oy Sun-
day-school reports at onvention been conine to
iragumentary Sunday.school mission work? 1t e

tine somebody was looking it p.

Once more Commencenients are at hand. There
ia nothing Jike them €0 draw the sympathetic





OEBPS/data/content-0470.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0471.jpg
FIRST-CLASS
IN
EVERY
RESPECT.

Tiliols, Wisconsin, Towa
‘Missourt, Minnesota,
South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up-
‘per Pentnsula of






OEBPS/data/content-0230.png





OEBPS/data/content-0472.png
. . WHBELER & €0

Renew

Your
Subscription
To

Qur

Church

Life.





OEBPS/data/content-0239.png
A-fishin’.

LAty
e Wt i

Boardoman . .
. Engraving Co.





OEBPS/data/content-0235.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0477.png





OEBPS/data/content-0236.png
Ripon, Wis.

Beloit
College






OEBPS/data/content-0478.png
e Chmirae of the Ten District M






OEBPS/data/content-0237.jpg
Publshed Montbly by the Wisconsin Home Misslonary Socety.

BELOIT, WISCONSIN, SEPTEMBER, 18¢8.

e —

(ectary f o
i .. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
WISCONSIN.

NO. 1.





OEBPS/data/content-0479.png
A Superior town, Superior_air, Superior locs
pastors and churches, Superior entertainment,
Superiortransportation and a Saperior progra.

Now i the time to be making up your miods to
20 and 1o be selecing the strongest_possble rep.
Fescatatives of the Sharchesat West Saperior,
Sept. 1214

16 may betru: v b devl never taken
vacation.” Since b s somewhat ubiquitous, it
i probably aot necesracy. Hut this im0 reason
why honestpeople sasuld ot take a vacationsonly.
they shoukd "watci out” o the devil whererer
they go.  Hels ikely to b there st






OEBPS/data/content-0238.jpg
ZRe Oyolishs Nooseslty. .

< POND'S
EXTRACT

I the REPAIR KIT for st
Accivents.
Unequated for Quickiy Healing
Lameness and Soreness of
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises,
Stittnesn, Rieumatism,
oughly with
BORDA B TRACT ahor
each id to keep musclon
Sabple, piant, stron.

Tty Pand's et Otment fr Plis.
it uten—Wot, Wy, o,

o
Wacnen Tilinols, Wisconsin, Towa
sy Missourd, Minnesota,
s South Dakota,
Wit § et et | North Dakota and the Up-
Prominent Features ez Eesimaula s

Soh Michigan

k0. u. weArFoRD,
e oo, 11

Renew
Your
Subscription
To






OEBPS/data/content-0220.png
movaun-zm«m

<POND'S
EXTRACT

Unequaed for ekl eaing
Lameness and Soreness of
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises,
Stiffness, Rheumatism,

Iub tnoroughly with
PONDYS BXTRACT atter
cach rdo o keep:

Supble, piant, sire:

Ty Punis Ertac Ontmet o Pis,

ExpeRiEnoE Consecration Ode.

i Sttt o, W, e
R . e e T RESPECT. -
W psmarme esarul bven

(=] Titinols, Wisconsin, Towa | Boaroman

sy Missour, Minaesota, . Engraving Co.
o | 5

[ Kt
Prominent Features

lustrators and Designers

per Peatnsula of

of the School. Michigan
Pty By

Por farthes information address, COmPLETE
5. FREEMAN HERSEX, Ph. B, WATER - WORKS - PLANTS
sanss N i consTRUCTED

Renew
Your
Subscription
To






OEBPS/data/content-0462.png





OEBPS/data/content-0221.png
VOL. 4.

BELOIT, AUGUST, 1898,





OEBPS/data/content-0463.png





OEBPS/data/content-0222.png
General Howard.

cocrat 0. 0. Howard whose face appears in
s by courtesy of The Advanceda prominent
Deiore the country today st only becnuse of his
e wa record, but aleo because of b present
bty n the soathern camps with Mr. Moody
e ather teaders in seigious work among the
o dies sader the Army Chritinn Commission.
e Congregationsl Home Missionary Socicty
Boch omors ecf and s honored ia having Gener
a Howard asits president.





OEBPS/data/content-0464.png





OEBPS/data/content-0223.png
June Days.
[ER—

g
e —

e

e

1ot e i i,





OEBPS/data/content-0465.png
THE BREEZE PRINTNG (0_> RiponCollege.

s PRETTY VISITNG CARDS
AT 25C iR 100, POSTRAID_>






OEBPS/data/content-0460.png





OEBPS/data/content-0461.png





OEBPS/data/content-0228.png





OEBPS/data/content-0229.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0224.png
SR R T






OEBPS/data/content-0466.png
[
Loans . .=

25 Years Experence

lowa and Missouri Farm
Loans.

Darrow Investment Co.






OEBPS/data/content-0225.png
i b $150 ,Z?‘ln‘C’um» Day offering,
i I v

i

ot Reeig R
Wi tore i ngor
Tota st ST
oty e

o - el

Min . . Rt s i S i €. Chrshs M
e






OEBPS/data/content-0467.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0226.png
o e,

Ordination.





OEBPS/data/content-0468.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0227.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0469.jpg
Publlshed Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Sociey.

VoL V. MENASHA, WISCONSIN, JUNE, 1809, NO.8.

DATES To RERENBEK.

i Collee, Jome 1521
Ko Calke e 1521
Miwashe Do Coleg e 1015

New Sprig Vatly Ghurch.

... ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0011.png
BUSINESS CORNER.
R EETEREE e





OEBPS/data/content-0253.png





OEBPS/data/content-0495.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0012.png
fngs where wise, This i to be a national observ.
ance. Send to Seretary Carter for free “Rally
Dy Exerise” for the Sabbath school. Forward
offriogs to Treasurer Blackma.

A new departure n the Home Missionary tables
‘prblished in oo anmval mimates, will dovbtles be
appreciated, viz:the addicionof acolumn shoving
the amount of aid granted toeach ficldand to cach
convention, with ltters and figures designating
what chrches are yoked under the same ministr.

Pastors are urge to circulate copie of the min.
tes callng attention to the tables showin in ad-
dition o the above fact, the contribution to our
state treasury from each deprtmentof the charch,
Study ad use thes fucts,

Specd the day when some rortof 1 combination
shall e secured of the aniversarics of e mtion-
Al societia! A ten days campaign, alternating
‘annually betsween east and wext? Or  condensa
lon nto one week? Or  combination of part at
one season and past at another? Or what!

But alas! How could we endure such gorging
‘with iches;or how could we b satisied with lesa
from cach?

Bt one per cent of oar young men recive &
college or university.education, yet from this e
e cent come fiy-hree per cnt of our leaders.

Congratulations to President Cleveland and
District Mistlonary Dester over the oy recently
added to cach home. The Home issionary, des.
tined to be  District Missionary, arrived ai the
New London home Thursday p. . Oct. 28, The
oo wishes of the whole district and of all the
Gitrict are exteudd.

Our Church Life.

TR BN LS $oR 96.07,

Beloit Fist, 74. Janessile 5
ro 40.50.

Fond du Lac, 41 Sparta, 40,

Madison, 41 Waswatosa, 40.

Ailwaukee Grand 4,48, Watertown,
Whitewater,

Prow 30 10 40.

Brandon, 31 Milwaukee, Plymouth 31,
Delevan, 31 Ailton, 30,

troy, 32. Taion Grove, 30,
Kenosha, 5. Waskeshs, 31

La Crosse, 3.

Another Letter We Like.
D S aud Brother:—

Tacloseiplcns ind 3¢, on "0k v Lirs,
Keep the little giant callng at my door with it
i o s
e, W [ —






OEBPS/data/content-0254.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0496.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0013.png
8 OUR CHURCH LIFE. November, 1897.

Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

i
Distrit ionaris—Sonthern DInce R, K. L. CHCAY . Jneev1; Norta Icuict, Kot F. . Drxrss, New London.

i Commite K, R Loncre, . R . g, 1 B - L, .. Backas,
ORI R A

My R € W € 3, B, F. ) Luws 1 D S G 1K,

B b e e "'.m
i, st e B i e o

e

g,

Dedications.

iogavwer planned o Saseile Nor.
S

[ oo

(RHE i

From the Field. —

T vk o o o b g T 1 Loty Mo sl
sl TR R I e
e e e ey | bl
S BRI e L e

P S g A,

e iy }w.w o Do,
AN e was e by e . B, ison, ollowel
dra e e M impecnion i that w bave renche che PRI L e vervies of

e Bt cropt st s, s 1o Jaer s Yo o
e e o aersly L e oo

P o o the v i vt o st
e wad st withtechurcis o o
‘vl Wb, ety and Mansies. The

e, 2 ko T e
o e T has made e Taeton of s
At one o |

B g
e e

1 Leave It All With Thee.

gt R Ll e e s s i e e The Lo, awl et s
ot S e Ky s e i e LTt

e st Aol e A

Pl e e L o
i T T e, R
Bl b o e v B e
oSl S T ST 1o tolitetor Toymie,”

fapie Ridge, working it 9p 8o thoroushily that hey will rob- e et e e i s
Iy T R s i

et e e

i et ot of Ty love,
A i e o
Tk e 2 e et b or e lower Kickapon Ty T o
ot e it o

s e ot e
e e oo St S o e 3 S S he Pl
A ot A o e T
e i e it st i






OEBPS/data/content-0255.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0497.jpg
Published Moatbly by the Wisconsin Home Missonary Sclety.

VoL V. MENASHA, WISCONSIN, JULY, 1809. NO.g.

DATES To RERENDEK.

e, 2 Sy et Rl Sun-
Y

t .. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0014.png
Financial Statement—October.

Pl 45 o 5 Mk et o
p— s e
Dt 2nd 1 €. . 5,88 Vironen . s so0
rofhend .5, ity ... s 2

ot e

et

cu

ot B
T W WML UL





OEBPS/data/content-0256.png
Price of Niagars Bat

JONES & CO.

$5.00.
'NIAGATA FALLS

P





OEBPS/data/content-0498.png
COTAGE T0 AR, |Toptccanes

To rent, for & partof the .
mer,  seven room furnished cot
tage on Madelene Island, Wis
Deseabie location. Use of nev
boat icluded
For ters and further partica-
tar,inguive of
Mas. Toos,
28035 St

Chleago, Milwoukes & 1. Pl By,

DEAVOR SOCIETIES, 5.
WoRTH Lendues.






OEBPS/data/content-0491.png





OEBPS/data/content-0250.png
ot e i





OEBPS/data/content-0492.png





OEBPS/data/content-0251.png





OEBPS/data/content-0493.png
o e

e PRETTY VISTING CARSS |
T2C B 100 pSTID_>

Farsory s o






OEBPS/data/content-0010.png





OEBPS/data/content-0252.png
oy R e





OEBPS/data/content-0494.png
Fautless

Loans . .

lowa and Missouri Farm
Louns.

Darrow Investment Co,

Rochester 5






OEBPS/data/content-0019.png
e A T R T e, B






OEBPS/data/content-0015.png





OEBPS/data/content-0257.png
Faultless teser i






OEBPS/data/content-0499.png
theroughly squipped read.

FIRST-CLASS
1






OEBPS/data/content-0016.png
More Convention Sparkles.
0 100 oo (o et sl e Supyly
o o, S e S
ot Wi aeoutsit e iiesand
R b )






OEBPS/data/content-0258.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0017.png
Childlikeness.

"
r,;:"'.u",f.‘x':-ihf e,
B

AN e S e i o Tt
o e S5k fich o The





OEBPS/data/content-0259.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0018.png





OEBPS/data/content-0490.png
‘The May Flower Brizade.

ot dc i dve i Wi

et i gy o s

SRR






OEBPS/data/content-0242.png





OEBPS/data/content-0484.png
[Problems in Home Missions,
(T ——
e e e ]

o






OEBPS/data/content-0001.png
of Wisconsin






OEBPS/data/content-0243.png
Th Congregationn] Chorh cdifc in Sparts waa
dedicated Ostober 20, 1880, Tt occapios u central
lace on the prineipsl businews strct of the ciy,
o cont, with T, furishings, g, e, sbout
$22,000

Evincing Interest.
D, do you tink your futher is reconciled
10 our ngagement?”
Yen, Arthur; e soked me Lt night what your






OEBPS/data/content-0485.png
Exchanges.

P
A L
Gcane . Hhoweepin o an Devtn S0






OEBPS/data/content-0002.png





OEBPS/data/content-0486.png
St e A & X e
o 48 W LA, B2

%rfé::vﬁ(‘n':"‘"'"'" o, 4355, Tomi, 410
G s R S G
New Bichmond, 5175, Stoughian, 1405, Vo
kil

The Brightening Outlook,

S50 e s e e i






OEBPS/data/content-0003.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0245.jpg
Rev. William Crawford D. D. Mrs. Judith Cochran Crawford.






OEBPS/data/content-0487.png





OEBPS/data/content-0480.png
Lileror tn Allowies of Stave Convention, 18087 0 C Tt

o o 6 Pt






OEBPS/data/content-0481.png
Deyan ;s Prie, 6158 For Atk 31 o
i S
pe





OEBPS/data/content-0240.png
Milwaukee, - - Wis,

compLETE
WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

W. H. WHEELER & C0.

ettt Wnconsa.





OEBPS/data/content-0482.png
=
e e

R S e e

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.

oFFICHRS
i e NI saske: i

Tt S e

Report for Month of May.

s






OEBPS/data/content-0241.png
State Convention at Sparta.
Those who are latending to bo prerent ot tho
State Convntion st Spartn, Seps. W22, are .
quesed to writsto Dr, F. P, Stiles of Sparta s
early an o, o thoy will thon, roceive cards
Sutoduciog thed 12 the failies in wbich they
ill b entertiosd.

Wifely Apprehension.
Ay hustond's company will be the lat one to
o into hnttle.”
B
Becnuse Johm is £0 slow ghost getting upin
the morning.





OEBPS/data/content-0483.png





OEBPS/data/content-0008.png
NO.






OEBPS/data/content-0009.png
Among Wisconsin men, we observe that Presi-
dent Eaton, of Belot, was  favorite speaker a1
both the dnniversaric mentioned. Amon the
missionarics who spoke at New Haven, was Rev.
W.C. Dewey, of Mardin—Beloit, 1873, Dr. Up-
dike, of Madison, addressed the Minacapolis
mecting,





OEBPS/data/content-0004.png
By Wesen

The Popular Route






OEBPS/data/content-0246.png
alfecting their Home Missionary interosts  wer
presented by tev. H_ C. Todd sod Dr. Luritt
Wconsin North and South were. spoken of a8
common. fuld, ith probl-ms mich the came as
abewbere a0d soclivg the s goapel for theis
solution.






OEBPS/data/content-0488.png
Rest for Tired Workers at “Old Mission

Houst






OEBPS/data/content-0005.png
"""" Renew

Your
Subscription
To





OEBPS/data/content-0247.png
Financial Statement August 'g8.

B
e T ML SR S
ere Roncodaie $1:00,Wyalosing Ladies .8

Rex o . Mowre T, 410, Rer. Ch. e

;’Z::Uﬁlhu —— o

e

The North Wisconsin Tour.





OEBPS/data/content-0489.png





OEBPS/data/content-0006.png
o

Wscies

ey

wimg ‘ ,

R |- S

Prominent Features
of the School.
ony Lty b Cheies
Py gy
B T o T &
Bty "
P bt nronion
S FREEMAN HERSEY

PRINCIPAL,

A

The Cycilsr's Necessity.

<POND'S
EXTRACT

ACGIDENTS.

Unequaled for Quickly Heallng
Lameness and Soreness of
Muscles, Wounds, Brulses,
Stiffness, Rheumatism.
Rub thoroughly with
PONI'S EXTRACK after

i ride to keop muscies
bies piiant, stre

Try Paud’s Extract Ointment fr Ples.






OEBPS/data/content-0248.png
" s s

i o, 5 Mo, et
p— o
i Homs i Soctr. s






OEBPS/data/content-0007.png
COMPLETE

WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

1o the Following W

Weare in poston o securs bigh-
st grade Maniclp and Watar Bonds
el correspondence oo .

W. H. WHEELER & C0.

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS,





OEBPS/data/content-0249.png
Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-

sionary Union.






OEBPS/data/content-0671.png





OEBPS/data/content-0430.png





OEBPS/data/content-0672.png





OEBPS/data/content-0431.png
A Star Shower.

To a Little Child





OEBPS/data/content-0673.png





OEBPS/data/content-0432.png
Compensation.






OEBPS/data/content-0674.png
consolation, to speak some words of hope! See
the dying Goebel of Kentucky. by repute an athe-
ist, s brother and sister at bis bedside, ther tor
rou shared and lightencd by the preseace of those
‘ministers of God in the sufferers room; and hear
the dying man's wish that the nation might know
e had not lved in open-violation of the word of
God! The pastor who brings & message from the
liviog God i indispensable o the people and wil
always find listeners, for the people must hear
i





OEBPS/data/content-0670.png
DARROW INVESTMENT co,,

Wo e plensd o refe
of Our Ghares L

Wik Do ol






OEBPS/data/content-0437.png
Wiwoukee Downe: Collee.

. 25 Years Experence

THE BRELEE PRNTIG 0=

Standard of Excelle

Railway

Constructic
Operation -
Equipment

T Though o

Betweon Chiag i 5. a0
o, Dot Comn o, 0

i s

West and North-W

oty 1 i

(llllmuﬂ § llllllll Vlﬂlliﬂl

Wenly B:ll Compa

‘cnuRcH, PEAYwe BELL





OEBPS/data/content-0679.png
a...,n,?ﬂuifn""”‘""’m‘s o e mhors supein






OEBPS/data/content-0438.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0439.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0675.png
can hardly escape the corollaries of Passion week
‘and Pentecost, to tay nothing of the ess cons.
quent bt eqaly opportane fent

The new cross of the federated enevolent. socic
s s here, & sileat monitor of great value for
lectare.room sl decorstion, It wil o 8 quiet
work of its_own swhen exposed to view, but the
pastor can reinforce i greatly by explanation and
cuphasis






OEBPS/data/content-0434.png





OEBPS/data/content-0676.png
o e L S5 e Wicomin a2 s

Editorial Briefs

Whether onc beleves in ket or not, it can
doubtics be mide a spiritoal opportusity.

A nsessing mmber i postors are g it
(o he i bencht o i pariehn and the.

wives.

1 our puritan sense of ntred toward.ritualise:
has become 80 illogical s to observe Easter, we





OEBPS/data/content-0435.png





OEBPS/data/content-0677.png
The printer, and possibly others, wauld_be
saved moch confusion and vexation of sirit, it
mors care was taken to write ll Copy, copecally
proper names and prominent woeds, distincely—
sing always,of course, oy one ude of the. i

Home Missionary leaflts for information and
inspiation for missionary meetings will be fur.
nished gratuitously on application at the Beloit
offce.

Communion sets are stll needed by Home mis.
sionary churches.

Plymouth Weekly, ouf csteemed Michigan co.
pactucr is open to congratulation,since i fnds 1
way to secare wenty-two columus of advertve.
ments. 1T we_could discover. the resipe, Our
Charch Life might declace  dividend to it sub.
serber. We ought o have more through our e
Serprising laymen.






OEBPS/data/content-0436.png
A Suggestive Campaign Document.
THE S. A. LOON CO.,

" Crime, Criminals s Sufferu\g

7. 1. &, DEVIL Pr
AL CoMoL, Vicepre

L e, s






OEBPS/data/content-0678.png
Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I. Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-

sionary Union.
Ay o S s VR W e ot 0.1
™ teconing Secretary -Mas. L. W. Caeri, Dt “Mecording Secretary—Mus A, 1, P. Loowss, Windsor.

e R

A L b

February Statement. Financial Report from Jan. 31 to Feb. 27,
- 1900

Wit £, St 1020
Notieo, 805 Tavan, §11 30 Ko,
R

[

Windor, £ P s L.
JT S— i ot 410
2 o b i

Mo TS, e

Our State Meeting, March 2o, it





OEBPS/data/content-0661.png
Chng o n e e R
st PO o 8535 o
g1 P K % s
Total for - — ]
fentcho g et
. o R

The New York Convention.





OEBPS/data/content-0420.png





OEBPS/data/content-0662.png





OEBPS/data/content-0421.png
BUSINESS CORNER.

e

S AR A T

A

FSTA L
*“"{1‘"?':““‘; gt 87






OEBPS/data/content-0663.png
The Way the Letters Come.

W o i e,






OEBPS/data/content-0426.png
o, et i .00 g e
B






OEBPS/data/content-0668.png
- . ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0427.png





OEBPS/data/content-0669.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0428.png





OEBPS/data/content-0429.png
6t o m i month s oLa) 8 150,00

i o,

6"“‘!...’?& 3






OEBPS/data/content-0422.png
Editorial Briefs.

i

We il Rope our cubs are picking up.

If thereis any uncertaiaty about the names aad
the number in yours, sead to Secy Carter, Beloit,
and get from him the old st

Then ses f the s canaot be three times the
ald. This paper needs your hel, aad we belere
it deserves it T

T ot about time o' remind all our Sunday
schools that Chitden's Day will oscur June 11:
also that Children's Day i specialy barvest day
for our Sunday school and Publishing Sociey.

Before making out your program be sure and
read Brother Hauo's communkation in another
column, and send to o for Chidrea's Day sug:
‘gestions and nformation,






OEBPS/data/content-0664.png





OEBPS/data/content-0423.png
sionary Union.

Financial Statement from Feb. 28 1o Mar. 28,
1899,

i v i S

e i, T St T LS

.





OEBPS/data/content-0665.png
Who Wants a Chandelier 7

AT e S

NOTICE.

The attcaion of Fastorics
clrrehs nd pastore secking &
Bl S heiac nattne
Eoane s of TNPORATION 3
Demted by the Seate Convention
D ready to give any. ad in
it porwer, when appled for,
oy i e desved adjust
Ineat of pastors (o churehes and
Churcies to pastors.  The com-

Rev. Gro. R Leavitt, D, D,

Beoit
Rev. Wan. Cravord, D. D.
S

Rew T . Doc, Ashland.
"0 Mvers, Beg Wauwatosa.

B S e R Voo





OEBPS/data/content-0424.png
"-Cmv‘\:;“ﬂdmgk;«"r;hwr)h_ Avve . Suwrs, Stagh

L T e

Financial Statement for March.

e g5 ot






OEBPS/data/content-0666.png
Faultless Loans

NETTING INVESTORS

5,5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

e s place by o on mprcred Pucing Laads in
e very bt ofthe grent Cora Belé f She werd

We have had 27 Years Experience

in bendling
investment can be

fal paricalna of mpro

DARROW INVESTMENT CO.,
PR —

Miwukes Downe Gl

. Beﬁﬂu"ege

Aims...

Standard of Excellen

Railway
Constructior
Operation=
Equipment.

The Through Cor- Rou






OEBPS/data/content-0425.png
adion. 55,
= s

g gy i . i

MBS S
Have We the Motive 2





OEBPS/data/content-0667.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0419.png
The Cost of Beer.
E-.zy.'::‘:g:;: i
PRkl s e oo

St i e o e






OEBPS/data/content-0451.png
Al s,

Finaci Sttt o e
SRR

ferd





OEBPS/data/content-0693.png





OEBPS/data/content-0210.png
o oy M s N
ains i emy’s wiles 1 wil ot cnse

by the

T ank Norma Dester.





OEBPS/data/content-0452.png





OEBPS/data/content-0694.png
KEWAUNEE SHORT LINE.

BAY
N RAILROAD.

THE
POPULAR ROUTE
BETWEEN

AND W

Green Bay, Winona,
La Crosac, Stovens Point,
Grand Kapids, St. Paul

GREEN B.

Chcogo, Nivaukee § S1. Pl By

per Peninsula of
Michigas

R ARG L U CHG LR

ADV[RHSING HEDIUA

The Fatlo

KEWAUNEE, GREEN BAY
& WESTERN B. R

THE
SHORT LINE
T0

New York, Bosto

Passenger Agt.
AV, wis.

Renew
Your
Subscription
To

| Our

Church
Life.





OEBPS/data/content-0211.png
o th e f Chrn s tmpld 0
Then B coeey

1 e was ove,






OEBPS/data/content-0453.png
Ministerial Movements.
e, B, et o iy 10 ook
St Mt . 0 g S
“&‘.‘;::.‘“J’Lt‘yl,\:‘.:‘\?‘ v, o et o 10






OEBPS/data/content-0695.png





OEBPS/data/content-0212.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0454.png





OEBPS/data/content-0696.png
Commitea " o the Tev et Home Musianry






OEBPS/data/content-0690.jpg
AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY
Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Misslonary Socey.

MENASHA, APRIL, 1900,

MILWAUKEE DOWNER COLLEGE.

i .. ORGAN OF THE . . .





OEBPS/data/content-0691.jpg
NO. 6.





OEBPS/data/content-0450.png
R —
e e






OEBPS/data/content-0692.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0217.png
el o P B

Beloit, Wis.





OEBPS/data/content-0459.png
Another Home Missionary Love Letter.






OEBPS/data/content-0218.jpg
BELOIT, WISCONSIN, AUGUST, 1868.

GENERAL 0. 0. HOWARD, PRESIDENT C. 1. 1. 5.

.. . ORGAN OF THE . . .





OEBPS/data/content-0219.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0213.png
Wivoute Dover ol

Loans.

Rochester 1\
Academy, &






OEBPS/data/content-0455.png
e

Endeavor Conventions.






OEBPS/data/content-0697.png
“The Ressurrestion opens the oy o Penteeost
The Holy Spiit desens spon the new T

As the Spring and Sunmer conventions open

may they be aceasians of ictory and progress.

Its time to be appointiog Chidren's Day com-
mittees, and makio plass for that world-wide
June festival. Ak Superintendent George C.
Haun to sead you suggestions for the das and

specimen exerciscs. A

The Lord's day weck, desehere_anaounced for
April 2220, shold ful warm response among
prayerfal Cheistians






OEBPS/data/content-0214.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0456.png
ek Bl o e

Tl —





OEBPS/data/content-0698.png





OEBPS/data/content-0215.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0457.png





OEBPS/data/content-0699.png
Our Church Life has no call to politics, but we
cannoe disguise our pleasare in scing s stroni
‘and noblesgirite & Christiun laymen as Hon. ]
M. Whitchend, of Jauesville, prominently e
tioned s <andidate for Wiscomsin's governor
Ship. i lection would honor the goo sene. of
Wisconsin and assure s of & strong, pure, clear
hended exccutive policy.

ur charcles e becoming more and morcatr.
ested i the Tndin Farmine Relief work. We can
Searcely o too much mor 400 quickly, though
cuch gifs for thi dire emergency should not be
allowed 1o diminieh o seal or our offrings (o

the direet work of Forciga Missons.

Pleas ave o made for help n the Red Cross
worl in the South Arican war, Taais G, ergen,
55 Lilerty St New Vorl, s treasurer of the fani
for this work.






OEBPS/data/content-0216.png
Beloit
College





OEBPS/data/content-0458.png





OEBPS/data/content-0440.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0682.png
B

Hinors, a2, 190,

iy e e 1 ke amount e aprtionmens

bl il e the o’
e e ik
S o S o TG

1y one v wo e e ki o 1 i 30
s SR LR ey

T e e et

Federation.





OEBPS/data/content-0441.png
GONSTRUCTED

¥ H WHEELER&GO

< e,

Renew

Your
Subsctiption
To

Our
Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0683.png





OEBPS/data/content-0200.png





OEBPS/data/content-0442.png
dom.

The pastor at Skipyile drew” s longbreath,
s e iy anpounetd a slosé
O peayer “mikting that the Ditrice Conveation
e Tortmght, and i was necessary

et deigate. :
e el kmews what seould follow,Had tricd it

el

Diaing thelong and painfal pause Uhat cnsoed,
the e Seaticred bnetien prebent sled o wily
o fadifcrence, and the more mumetous S5
Ser gaaad at cach o4 her with pased And. weary






OEBPS/data/content-0201.png





OEBPS/data/content-0443.png
3 month aterthere wis a political convention
it county where Skipvile b sitated, and the
mext month a farmers club ami . Dusivis s
ociation, not o spesk f anold setters pia,
g youbeiesd i ey one o et sy
faymen. of Skipvile paid i fare o went, an
ot the bt Hotdl A said through.






OEBPS/data/content-0685.png





OEBPS/data/content-0680.png
e o e She
Bl
e, Lastaser, S5 ol 5 w00

el i

S o

Coneueionof .. 3.1 S win
T E— b
rocet o K i . SR

From the Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0681.png





OEBPS/data/content-0206.png
NIAGARA

VAPOR

BATHS





OEBPS/data/content-0448.png
LS COmTL B, s O €

s e o o e o O g

e e et s ey oW, i,
B

o ST

Editorial Briefs.

R
T e e

We commen to certain o our contributors the
tors which i 0ld of o theological professor in





OEBPS/data/content-0207.png
Price of Niagara Baths, $5.00-

JONES & CO.

‘NiAGARA FaLLS






OEBPS/data/content-0449.png
sionary Union.

S S A

Financial Statement from March 24 to Miy 1.
1899.

e i €

i 1

im0 ks, 522
s 1

ey

s

o





OEBPS/data/content-0208.png
‘The Soldler of Christ.
e he sl ofChit I te bt

g

T b ol i e dadly

o f . he T d

"t o it e
AR ol or with e
gty






OEBPS/data/content-0209.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0444.png
the
he

nd

Aorals: Why doesn't he Lord's business, the
busincss of the coming Kingdom in Wheoosin,
deserve. the digent, selLACHRdng ttention of
O ironges,ne bl manbodt

1 the churce anddrstors al el i,
why could't we have i






OEBPS/data/content-0686.png





OEBPS/data/content-0203.png
How Much Owest Thou My Lord.
Wi trash, -

[ —p—





OEBPS/data/content-0445.png
Lest any libel suits showld ensue_—for which Our

T has tao of o most” aggreseive and hopeful
Congregational charehes.

When the tine comes (Jee “dates to remeraber”)
speial el special i Ui ~are
Snicipated 1 01 expettel that there wi
e Tacge_attendance o the hest people of our
Chorehes“The pstors il lan (o o 01 coure

An umsully excellert_program sad_some
specilly strons ndaress iy T ooked or, and
BESHull 1 moted that there i 1y Sl o to
b ol o Sarth, for overworked Chestian men,
e A of Laks Supecor s






OEBPS/data/content-0687.png





OEBPS/data/content-0204.png





OEBPS/data/content-0446.png





OEBPS/data/content-0688.png
KEWAUNEE SHORT LINE.

BAY

GREEN BAY

AND WESTERN RAILROAD. [
THE THE

POPULAR ROUTE SHORT LINE
To

New York, Boston,
Philadeiphin, Washiug-
ton, Butlalo, Detroit,

J. A JORDAN,
General Manager. G

| Ereight and
Fassonger ARt

GREEN BAY, wWis.

o, Mivautee B 81l . | D






OEBPS/data/content-0205.png





OEBPS/data/content-0447.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0689.png
German. Danish and | oy

_H. M. SCOTT,





OEBPS/data/content-0077.png
VOL. 4 BELOIT, FEBRUARY, 1898,





OEBPS/data/content-0078.png
Possibly your visits and inquiries may make
your young people’s teachers your best allcs, may
open o them a largee vision of their work. You
‘and they by your calling are theguardians of your
Soung peopie outide of theie homes. No one clsc
Wil be for the good i sou ae not. A, W. B,






OEBPS/data/content-0079.png
Can some one furaish a i or portions o it, of
our Home Missionary Bulletia?






OEBPS/data/content-0073.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0074.png
The Cyclist’s Necessity. ,

< POND'S
EXTRACT

Cnequsted for Quickly Healing
Lameness and Soreness of
TMuscles, Wounds, Bruises,





OEBPS/data/content-0075.png
Prominent Features
of the School.

Subscription
To

Our

Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0076.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0070.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0071.png
R. C. FLAGO,
Ripon, wi.

|Beloit
College





OEBPS/data/content-0072.jpg
LA A ———
e

P 25 Lentn e e
[res——

05550 CONOREOATIONAL CHURCH

. ORGAN OF THE

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0066.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0067.png
ROYAL

The absolutely pure

BAKING POWDER

ROYAL—the most celebrated of all
the baking powders in the world—cal-
ebrated for its great
leavening strength and
purity. It makes your
cakes, biscuit, bread,
etc, healthful it assures
youagainst alum and all
forms of adulieration
that go with the cheap
brands.






OEBPS/data/content-0068.png
Miwoue-Dower oleg,

Faultless tums e oot
Loans . .. et

25 Years Experience

Darrow Investment Co.,

Rochester
Academy, L e tsess

e AXTILL A1 Prindem,





OEBPS/data/content-0069.jpg
THE

AE

sy
LINE/

TEAN





OEBPS/data/content-0062.png





OEBPS/data/content-0063.png





OEBPS/data/content-0065.png





OEBPS/data/content-0060.png
p—r—

e —

f—






OEBPS/data/content-0061.png





OEBPS/data/content-0099.png
Financial Statement—February 1898.

it 1 Do, 2o oo st
S S m‘x.»ll“x.m ST e
[t i
o e A A
Drodbend, 45 Waspan, $0; Wektemsicr 55

HEEE

From the Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0095.jpg
70 Dl Dy





OEBPS/data/content-0096.png
VOL. 4. BELOIT, MARCH, 18¢8.





OEBPS/data/content-0098.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0091.png
R C. FLAGG,

Beloit
College





OEBPS/_page_map_.xml
 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   




OEBPS/data/content-0092.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0093.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0094.png
Prominent Features
‘of the School.

PRINCIPAL,

b,

Renew
Your
Subscription
To

Qur

Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0090.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0088.png
N Dover Clge,

5 Years Experience

lowa and Missourl Farm






OEBPS/data/content-0089.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0084.png





OEBPS/data/content-0085.png
‘e That 1 was vl an instruent 1n the Lord s Band, |






OEBPS/data/content-0086.png
ROYAL

The absolutely pure

BAKING POWDER

ROYA L—the most celebrated of all
the baking powders in the world—cel-
ebrated for it great
leavening strength and
purity. It makes your
cakes, biscuit, bread,
ete, healthfl, it assurcs
youagainstalum and all
forms of adulteration
that go with the cheap

5% CATARRH INHALER
-y FREERE!





OEBPS/data/content-0087.png





OEBPS/data/content-0080.png
‘OUR CHURCH LIFE.





OEBPS/data/content-0081.png
e, o Sevicr
§ s

From The Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0082.png
sionary Union.

£ B S R

e RV
i 1, 8570, Mg 35 10 At

Pl g o s wars

S 8,810 Tt i i

e Sy B W ):u":i%{:ﬂ'“' e

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.
S S
EE T






OEBPS/data/content-0083.png
ST R e

et o






OEBPS/data/content-0033.png
Ny o wartd v |





OEBPS/data/content-0275.png
Editorial Briefs.

LT e T WA

}J.Y‘:,".’J..mlﬂ;":".!l.‘i“";ﬁe.m'.mr:"w’:h‘-“ w‘“%
T R R

Please remember to send all church notes, con-
tributions, and other items for Our Church Li
before the 1t of the month ofssue, o Ripon, Wi

ndeavor Academy will open it conrses t0 st
deatsagain the scond week in Ociobr. There
s every reason to expect a strong wchool and &
e spiei of endhusiasm n it work. Addrees all
communications to Rev. K. L. Cheney, Principal,
Endeavor, Merrittville P 0., Wis,

“The convention was enthusiastic, tender in-
Towabip, broad in sirit, diigent n busines

Ifouly more of our splendid, Chestian busines
men in our charches would magniy their oppor.
ity and take time o go A delegatcs, how it
would it our state work and may be it our ay-
e Lo @ s conception of it breadth and necee.
ey, and sevive sprit decorps for & Chritian Wis.

Lok s owr Convention Minutes and e if we
gt not to e more fnymen among our stand.
ing committees, Lok over recent convention





OEBPS/data/content-0034.png
BUSINESS CORNER.






OEBPS/data/content-0276.png
programs and see if we are not letting the preach.
ers and pastors monopolse theie pages more t

A grand pull this year for Home Missions! May-
e we shall come to slf support withost votiog
. That would be fine.

Tndeasor and Ashland Acadensics, led out of
their shadows,should go on their way rejoiing.






OEBPS/data/content-0035.png
FneredanSecod Cloes Macter e it Wi,

e
A e T
Bt kool

A Mo e,

e, T o
Forlor rmd lowy a Thy bth
e





OEBPS/data/content-0277.png
ed at Sparta.

On et Prram e Comion—
e K e W S R, oo
ol ’ ’

04 Speia enins o West Sapesior in 1890
e Tudon Tieeworth, 0. Myere. o, e
(Rt

On Visiing Boato Chicngo Semimary—
ev. vam ], Fece.

o Aati Saloon L
e, o Fasile fev. 1. . Tyler, Rev Phil
iteork, ¥ R Nethere, Foy

o Dithoodkc, W- - Ne





OEBPS/data/content-0278.png
On Colleges—
Revc . Feres, Res. Honry Fasile, Rev. W
W Steee

On Aeadeais
Kew ST Kidder, Rev. B. C. Preston, Rev.
Artiur G ieneh

On Sabbach Observinee—

J16. Myers Fo, Rev. 1 L. Cory, Rev. J. B
Bavison.

On Chrisian Unity—

e s € Flug, Rev. John X. Daviron,
Rev.0. . Robinson, (st cnbers of the W
condn ilance )

Socioiog:

Reve T Chynoweth, Kev. J. H. MeLaren,
Rev. deo! . Locheritgy

On Forcign ifissions
o J2 1. Whitehead, 5. D.Smith, B Pres
ED Eaton,

On Tomperane -

Rev B 1 Sore, Rev. . . Tyler, Rev. Philo
Hitcncock.
Delogates o Corsesponding Holcs—
o Preshyterio Semor, Rev eo. .10,
o Wi X5 Conterenc, Rev.john Rowland.

To Wart Wir, M 1 Conferente, Rev. 0. 1.
Rotinson,

To Baptit Consention, Kev. W, W.
on v RN CE
RS C .

on






OEBPS/data/content-0271.png
VOL. 4. BELOIT, OCTOBER, 1898,





OEBPS/data/content-0030.png
Back Talk From the Pews.

1 would commend . study of Richard Grant
White to those of my young friends in and out of
the ministry who s0 far forget foundation princi
ples oflanguage 1 to say progem hecaute it has
become fashionable to ehorten the tpeling. Wy
dow't they eny morogra‘m, elegr'm?
de Siecle” has had its run, and no_sensible
American wsex the teem: bt wnfortuntely “the
closing decade of the 10tk century’” 't dead.
The preacher,of all men, should know that history
moves by epochs, and that it a e plilotophy
that attaches importance to the exact aumber of
years that. have dapsed since the central event in
W kistory

Tosame of us ol fllows “Handicapped" can
never be dissosiated from its low origin. We
would rather endure o lttle crcumloeution than
o bear it from the pulpt

My friend” is ot infrequently used in accosting
astranger who is supposed to be an inferior, s0-
ily.

"To our cquals o superiors we are ikey to say,
escue me i, but )

My frends," used in public discourse, is 4%
s ofcsive tasome peoplein some congregatins
‘hanit would be if used in speaking o thied Her






OEBPS/data/content-0272.png





OEBPS/data/content-0031.png
‘The Dying Year.

mw:w;ﬂ:‘;\ki::\f:‘r::\m‘B”llIL!





OEBPS/data/content-0273.png
Convention Splinters.

“Chritiauity iscast i the mosld of the
home. " Dr. Thain.

e cild gt b frst and most. fnstog im-
pressions of s Heavenly Father from s earthly
Parents." Pastor Longenccker.

here is no subsitute for the family alear,
and the more pressing the rush of work the more
e is there forjust the pause and upward look
that the Tamily altar provides for." Pastor
Loomia.—Plymouth Provaker.

God pushes s nto Manila harbor. 1t fl
Sl the propheti lea of expansion, *The Kings
of Tarshish and the fscs shal bring preseate.” |
i I couldfive iy years mor, 0 see what God
is going to do over there. 1 baleve with Mr.
Sumner that the great movements of the next
halt scatury will be along the Pacife shorcs."—
Rev.J. . Roy, D. D

“More than o Klondike of gold, we necd
‘Pentecost ofGol's Spirt. * * Tenevolent soce.
e are the firt to her of hard times and last €0
recoverfrom ther prestre.

Rele work s draoen the Acmeaians worder-
fully to the real Chistiasity. Vet there s one sad
thing about it which they caanot. understand, ~
why there i %0 much e for the body but 50
Tt for the soul i afforded” (since the retrench.
ment by the American Doard J—3iss Bremer, of
Sivas.

“The completessdevelopment of cheindividual,
and the most perfect organization of individuals
make the bec cvilization. The two donot usual
Iy go together. One usnally procesds At the ex.






OEBPS/data/content-0032.png
el il





OEBPS/data/content-0274.png
BUSINESS CORNER.






OEBPS/data/content-0037.png
Tota e months .
Tostr e

Legmey. Al Judd, Cabdwell, Rciae o, Wincomsin, S50 00

From the Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0279.png
Financial Statement September 'g8.

i

Pt 444

BaS e Son





OEBPS/data/content-0038.png
sionary Union.
e B G s 1

R v b e
e

A o shouis e s o e e rsse, Mo 1.
e MR i SR,

Sy 81 B

frandon....

Totat it
Cason bans T

W oy S

Rt i e R

oo, T,





OEBPS/data/content-0039.png
A B Snwn

N.ﬂ.,n.::........;.?:',:.:, Y

Siea AT Srac, Trean.





OEBPS/data/content-0270.png
P

Milvaukee, - - Wis.

COMPLETE

WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

SRR
el Cortependen o

V. H. WHERLER & C0.

HYORAULIC ENaiNEERS,






OEBPS/data/content-0022.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0264.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0023.png





OEBPS/data/content-0265.jpg
BATRE 10 RRARII.

iy oo, Seven ot

Frep Puees Stiss, M. D.

. ORGAN OF THE .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0024.jpg
Hure [IFE

7 Gug T THEY MAY HAVE g,
AND MAY HAVE 1T ABUNDANTLY "

Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

VoL Iv. BELOIT, WISCONSIN, DECEMBER, 1897. NO. 2.

REV. JOMN WILLAN.
v Bvangeiat o th Kickapos S

... ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0266.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0025.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0267.jpg
- PNDS
FATRACT






OEBPS/data/content-0260.png
R-C. FLAGO,
Ripon, Wis.

Beloit
College






OEBPS/data/content-0261.jpg
‘Published Monthiy by the Wisconsin Home Misslonary Soclety.

VoL Iv. BELOIT, WISCONSIN, OCTOBER, 1868. NO. 12,

DATES TO RERENDEK.

Conord i, Semon by e

Re——

T herm Coaventan, Sevan

i Mciton e Po.

Frep Puees Sties, M. D.

... ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0020.png
Ao Doe Galege

Faultless e

Loans . .





OEBPS/data/content-0262.png
[ —
Loans. ., ime

25 Years Experlence

Loans.

et dgoic

G A PARNAW, Prncial





OEBPS/data/content-0021.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0263.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0026.png
Gren Boy. Winom § §1. Pl

Kenmae, Gren Buy Wesen

The Popular Route

s ‘2-::‘»-‘-“"""“‘
Prominent Features

of the School.
r.‘...,“},;:“,:{.p.':‘,:ﬁ. C""‘;»'.?

Forfethes st s,
5. PREEMAN HERSEY, Ph B,
PRINCIPALL

e
Tho Cyellat's Necensity.

< POND'S
EXTRACT

Cncqualed for Quickis Healing
Lameness and Soreness of
Fluscles, Wounds, Bruises,
Stiffness, Rheumatism,
Rab horoughly with
PONDYS EXTRACT aner
o keep muscien
Supble, pitant, stroag.
‘Try Pand's Extract intment fr Pile,






OEBPS/data/content-0268.png
Ty Pui’s Emlvl Illllmnl or Pis.

Prominent Features
of the School.

Subscription
To

Qur

Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0027.png
To

Our
Church
Life.

CoMPLETE

WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

W. H. WHEELER & 0.

HYORAULIC exaineERs,






OEBPS/data/content-0269.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0028.png





OEBPS/data/content-0029.png





OEBPS/data/content-0055.png
Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-

sionary Union.

S 6 Troated, 14
S SRS Sy o
e S

R

R






OEBPS/data/content-0297.png
IN HIS STEPS—

“What Would esus Do?”
The Cracifixion of Philip

Stron.

RobertHardy'aSevenDays
His Brother's Keeper.
Richard Brace.
The Twentleth Door.

PRICE: &3

Or Any Five in paper to one
addres or $1.00 portpaid

THE ADVANCE to a new
subseriber,until Jan.1,1800,
Tor $2.60.

Teial Offer, 3 months 26c.

Tie Mrowe Pbihig o

216 Madison Street,
CHICAGO.






OEBPS/data/content-0056.png
T — "
TRl

From the Field.





OEBPS/data/content-0298.jpg
‘THE BREEZE PRINTING C0_2
ey
S PRETTY VISITING CARDS
T 25L R 100 POSTPAD_>

RiponCollege.

e

B
e
ot ol






OEBPS/data/content-0057.png
R —
S e

e o s bl e - 1ele
fostiabec ety i

e g

W e m":‘km.,h.mm,h






OEBPS/data/content-0299.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0058.png





OEBPS/data/content-0051.png
COMPLETE
WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

| . B. WHERLER & C0.

HYORAULIC ENGINEERS,






OEBPS/data/content-0293.png





OEBPS/data/content-0052.png
Some Day.






OEBPS/data/content-0294.png





OEBPS/data/content-0053.png
O Ciren Live wishes all s fomsly a Happy

New Year, and lovingly hopes the fanly wll grow

o double it present size eforethe New Year ens,
"That would be prosperity indeed

S ofice in our December issue of subscription
ips. Our list is growing. Push on the good
ok

Send to Prof. A. W. Durr, Teloit,forcopics of
hie fttle_folir, Jately printed in our calums,
“\hen, Where, How and How Mach shalla oy
Grow?" and hand it to. your bright, thoughtul
ool bogs, It may result i vast good. Our
Fducation month of 98 it a good time to do it

A recent contributor dotes upon & “ful and in-
eresting nndience.” We have sen auiences that
were “ful” bt ot interesting. What this special
e was fall of i not stated, but if allonr -
ences could be more thoroughly full of the Divine.





OEBPS/data/content-0295.png
ks L HEONS

BOOKS.

A





OEBPS/data/content-0054.png
e A
Aol S0 BT

il i 300 O, $1
om0 A 5
for D.cemier. +
RPN a— &)
Refreshing Exumles.

o e iy






OEBPS/data/content-0296.jpg
oty pire





OEBPS/data/content-0059.png





OEBPS/data/content-0290.png
$azas Sramn

[T & nssaon
[— ¥ mor § o

e e
e e 107 657,198 7. P i Yene cdi S 1,

W

RESOLUTIONS.
Passed by the State Congregational Conven-
tion at Sparta.





OEBPS/data/content-0291.png





OEBPS/data/content-0050.png
Prominent Features

of the School.

5. FREEMAN HERSEY, Ph. B,
PRNCIPAL,

Renew

Your
Subscription
To

QOur

Church

Life,






OEBPS/data/content-0292.png
1 there are any ofour chorch people who on the
Lord's Day patronie the meat maske, tbe post-
ffe, the akery, the barber shop o the railway
service, we.plead with thems for the honor of the
harch and for the rights of those who are driven
o Sonday labor by th preralence of such practc-
< %o quit them.  We disown all such Sunday

mtsonoge as wnncssary, slfah, nsuling {0 God
e ot Froveker.






OEBPS/data/content-0044.png
Mivuke: Dowe Galg,

Faultless s
Loans. .. zees

35 Years Experience

Darrow Investment Co.,






OEBPS/data/content-0286.png
RE e E -

i el . e o o .
e By

S

S Ty e

‘Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. L.

oo o






OEBPS/data/content-0045.jpg
AT 25 PER 100, POSTPAID_>

THE BREEZE PRINTING 0. Measa Wi






OEBPS/data/content-0287.png





OEBPS/data/content-0046.jpg
éz\





OEBPS/data/content-0047.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0289.png
ook, N, 20, 150, Mo i

e s S U sor

R —

he mibonary sk o SRR 1 TROT 5 Septembet

[—— 170100 N

Pz
[ —— i 5 2si

Fromalisome § 88474,





OEBPS/data/content-0040.png





OEBPS/data/content-0282.png
i P






OEBPS/data/content-0041.png
-

Postal Banks Needed.





OEBPS/data/content-0283.png
[T
B

S






OEBPS/data/content-0042.png





OEBPS/data/content-0284.png





OEBPS/data/content-0043.png
ROYAL

The absolutely pure

BAKING POWDER

ROYA L—the most celebrated of all
the baking powders in the world— cel.
ebrated for its great
leavening strength and
purity. Tt makes your
cakes, biscait, bread,
etc, healthful, it assures
you against alum and all
forms of aduleration
that go with the cheap

e Aotk wied BLAIR'
e INK MAK
L Ackinson e SECURITY FOUNTAIN

Dark clouds o






OEBPS/data/content-0285.png
it S5 Prt o, a1 S i .

SRS ST 000






OEBPS/data/content-0048.png
Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Soclety.

14
VOL. ¥ BELOIT, WISCONSIN, JANUARY, 1895,

Jax 201, M. oo’ Conbrene,
Jax 22 Tharsdos Dy of Trager for

Jox 30— duction St

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF VIROQUA.

. . ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.

NO. 3.






OEBPS/data/content-0049.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0280.png
-

i






OEBPS/data/content-0281.png





OEBPS/data/content-0811.png
+ . ORGAN OF THE . . .

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES

OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0812.png
VAL

Waterworks. Electric
Light and Gas Plants.






OEBPS/data/content-0813.png
KEWAUNEE SHORT LINE

Green Bay and West- | Kewaunee, Green Bay

ern Railroad. ‘ & Western R. R.
THE THE
POPULAR SHORT LINE
pETW

Winon. LaGrosss,
awpiss, |
p——
|

Car Ve o Lnke Mickiga

Al gt i e e st pems e ke M

J.A.JORDAN, J.B.LAST,
o Wager. G e and

GREEN BAY, WIS,

Cicage, Mivaue § 31 Pl y. | Renew

Your
FIRST-CLASS .
IN Subscription
EVERY T
RESPECT. °
It e e e |






OEBPS/data/content-0814.png





OEBPS/data/content-0810.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0808.png
Faultless Loans

NETTING INVESTORS
5,5 12 and 6 percent.

An

lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

Wo do_businss i

tve where wo iave personnl
e,

DARROW INVESTMENT co.,

ploncd to e, by porwinson, fo v, M. Kidder,

Cinor 1t

3 B_élﬁilT!nllege

Aim

Standard of Excellence

Railway
Construction
Operation =
Equipment.

Everythiog eriing o e servicn e
iern a0 progreive.

e Toh Cor- Roule

an Prance, L

West and North-West.

ottt

Chicago § Norh-Wester RY.






OEBPS/data/content-0809.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0804.png





OEBPS/data/content-0805.png
CAUTION
O DICTIONARY PURCHASERS.
Don't be Duped






OEBPS/data/content-0806.png
Are you
Welsh or of Welsh Descant?






OEBPS/data/content-0807.png
A Fine

Dounle

ntern

Stereopticon

AT A BARGAIN

REV.S 1 UNGER,

Brudbend, Wis,






OEBPS/data/content-0800.png
July Report.

sionary Union.

e L

e

Financial Report from July ;
1900,

Milmaske Gt Avege $10 Lo
P e T
A e

B i

T Hereon, scretars. s

O e, s Wi, il s ot S0 Sho






OEBPS/data/content-0801.png





OEBPS/data/content-0802.png
ot 3¢ 10 e .

g 15 Dt 15 K Pl 1

Contbmiomo W

B
BRI
et

Grand oo,

g ottt e i R o

e it ot g i
e o rll-:?7".‘."\",A&?J‘{rﬁl“:.'m?(n‘,'&‘(}:.“uﬁ, Sty
Pl b

i Ii'.,.‘;-lfﬁ“"‘ :'»;.:'.h:f' e, "‘J" iy

A Date to Remember.
et e o e R






OEBPS/data/content-0803.png
At






OEBPS/data/content-0630.png
Likewise an expanded subscription st in every ~consin can and does take care of her own miss
pasish for Our Charch Life work, Aud there wil come the fcling of bro
L e that comes to the youth as he assumes

nevw responsibiites of mankood. We shall
the same, only in higher sense, as we assume a

Also BiaiTEEN THOUSXND DOLLARS, and more,
for Wisconsin Home Missions

s falll our responsibilty and reap the rewards
And the lacgest offering ever brought forth for scrvice in the name and. spiit of the Mast
Torward! Javs Romn S

the world of nceda outside Wisconsin,





OEBPS/data/content-0635.png





OEBPS/data/content-0636.png
A R SR

:.‘Ei‘.};’.".!ﬁ'ﬁ&{ i ey BB

Ministerial Movements.





OEBPS/data/content-0637.png
Answer.
L e
S AT
R






OEBPS/data/content-0638.png





OEBPS/data/content-0631.png
| hter, g2, P, 450, W

gt

[

Women's Home Missionary Union.





OEBPS/data/content-0632.png
Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.

orricERs.

""’;‘f&:{:n’é'.‘u’:.:. e Wit

ot R A
e N L b T

st o
[ T— 1500

Our Respon

e






OEBPS/data/content-0633.png
Gl g <ho, e chonl e






OEBPS/data/content-0634.png
ot AT M R

o R






OEBPS/data/content-0628.png
BT [

Lo RS Bt o ™ €





OEBPS/data/content-0629.png
Any pastor who wants inexpensive half-tone
cuts of the nobiest classical rligious subjects, for
@ local church paper or weekly motice calendar,
Sill be wise to sead to The Charch Bconomist.
111 5th Ave., New York, for o lstof heir sup
ples.

Wated, by a sorthern Home missionary, the
New Vear's gif ofn ter.

Notify the Beloit offie i you need a comamaion
sct, or if you have one to pass on 10 some ncedy
chireh.






OEBPS/data/content-0624.png
R ¢.FLAGD,
Ripoa, Wi,

|_H. M. SCOTT,






OEBPS/data/content-0626.png
Yours truly, —





OEBPS/data/content-0627.png





OEBPS/data/content-0620.png
H T e gy THEY MY HVE L
AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY ™

Published Monthly by the Wisconsln Home Missionary Sacely.

VoL V. MENASHA, JANUARY, 1900. NO. 3.

FORWARD !

C I

. s st et ther shovid S sy
vt o 5 sl s 3 ighce thou
sand dolr, o tweney thomant n 4 stst 5

y

DATES To REMERBEK.

PpiaL

P

it b o Entnd o p st ot
ofthe it Braes. o me ¢ s dogrc

Jomuary 1710 Ang et o

P ——

Ldo wor ik T am an cxptioml case, bt
Tt ap tha e resson why L did v

in to s cter o b L il o

v sty T
g Sunin. P ——

Ferasey - Chrin deavor s e o g0

L

oo

Y. 7

. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0621.png





OEBPS/data/content-0622.png
McCLURE'S |{p
MAGAZINE | copr.

THE LIFE OF THE MASTER

TSON 1. D,






OEBPS/data/content-0623.png
| “n s | THE M'CLURE CO | “Suen™

L T
FIRST-CLASS a
IN A PROGRESSIVE STATE.
EVERY

— RESPECT.
€. e sininor

s 1ns | Titinote, Wisconatn, Towa.
%% | Missonrl, Minnesota,
o South Dakota,

413 | North Dakota and the Up-
7 per Pentasula of
ot Michigan

st | or s normation i

] s e, ke, Renew
Chicago Theological Your
Seminary
OPENED GEPT, 27, | Subseription
:[To

| Gonar tia ayaivalent required
o’ Engian depurtment. Fel. | OUE

Towahip. of 00 each yeae for
Church

o years for class of 1602,
Adas






OEBPS/data/content-0617.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0618.png
DARROW INVESTIENT CO.,
CoRNING, toWA.

Wo ar plessed o rfar, by perwision, o Tor, Mr. Kidder,
of Our Ghoreh Lit.

izhouin. | Boloit Colloge






OEBPS/data/content-0619.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0650.png





OEBPS/data/content-0651.png





OEBPS/data/content-0410.png
Standard of Excellence

Railway
Construction
Operation= Ko i

Dol Gl

Offers thoroughcourses, with
‘i g ot
Ing €o the degrees of A B
DB and B

Its

em Equipment.

Roue

West and North-West,

o ekt o o

Ciago & Ror-Hese .

Menly B:ll Company,

CMURYE S BELLS.






OEBPS/data/content-0652.png





OEBPS/data/content-0415.png
VOL. MENASHA, APRIL, 1899.






OEBPS/data/content-0657.png
e Cponng iy tna Ann 0. e, Stogh
SRR R e

January Statement.

SR S 8, Sl 10 Enpens B 3110 440552

ST S






OEBPS/data/content-0416.png





OEBPS/data/content-0658.png





OEBPS/data/content-0417.png





OEBPS/data/content-0659.png
R S S
P o on i
SRS e
SRR R S

o .'.“1&:.?'7:;2:',‘%-’?.’,‘?;“;}‘?;‘:.éd"fn‘l"?""“ i
e e A B e






OEBPS/data/content-0418.png





OEBPS/data/content-0411.jpg
Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Socet

MENASHA, WISCONSIN, APRIL, 1B, NO.6.






OEBPS/data/content-0653.png
Editorial Briefs






OEBPS/data/content-0412.png
... ORGAN OF THE
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0654.png
The Colege prayer-day i past, bt the prayers
—thank Godmay _ contioue, Remcmber oue
Joung people away from home facing & stadent’
temptations. Interesting accounts of the day in
o colegen and acudernies il be found in amots-
ercolums.

Three Commanion et are applied for as a re-
sult of the omggestion in the last issue, Have you





OEBPS/data/content-0413.png
(1. . orelONG

BOOKS.
250,000

The First Twelve Montbs.

s sTEPS
ut Would Jesus Do?”
The Crucifixion of Philip
Serong.
Robert Hardy's SeveaDays
His Brother's Kesper.
Richard Brace.

coMPLETE The Twentieth Door.
WATER - WORKS - PLANTS | PRICE: g 33eme a
CONSTRUCTED Five in paper to oce

addeislTor S100 B

i B THE ADVANCE to o new

subscriber until Jan. 1,180,
For 3260,

i Waker Bosds | Trlal Offer, 3 months 25c.
Coremponienc from 8.

WH WHBEI.ER &0, Tie Mo Pbitng G0,

215 Madison Street,
eess, cuicaco.

RBDGW Chicago Miwoukes § 1. Puul Ry,

nerouki sauipped o

Your Fmsmﬁ:uss

Subscription .

voRAwLY
‘el






OEBPS/data/content-0655.png
Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis-

sionary Union.

Financial Report, Dec. 3o, 1809, to Jan. 31,
1900

i 1t o ot ot P
) N

e 40 emamom. 0.

i 1, 33 S

S B e

i, $3.75 it 1t .o ., B Ap
feats






OEBPS/data/content-0414.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0656.png
Sun e 0 Ak, Al S 1 e,
8, Surrw, |





OEBPS/data/content-0408.jpg
feprn e ?— |RiponCollege.

" e
o < RETTY VISITING CARDS.
AT 25C PER 100,






OEBPS/data/content-0409.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0640.png





OEBPS/data/content-0641.png
Faultless Loans

NETTING INVESTORS
5, 5 1-2 and 6 per cent.

A on o by o o fmprove Fasng L i
[ttt At M gert

We have had 27 Years Experience

in hondliog thew secaritis, No_bettar_nor safer
nvestment can b foaa than ane frat mortger.

lowa and Missouri Farm Loans.

Wo do_business in localitien wbere we Bave personnl
Knowledge of ands and aud valos.  Lownn fange 10
ur wauelyfoatr of § pear,
emitied wihont con to enier
o Syt of choin I
ol prcalar of mprnsnests, waaston s ©
Niren

DARROW INVESTMENT CO.,

We are plesed to efe, by permision, {0 Rev. Mr. Kidder
ot Our Chiares Lie

wmsmto | Boloit Gollege

Alms

Endawed fr s igher

Standard of Excellen

Railway
Constructior
Operation=
Equipment.

e Trough Car-Ro

S Frnaic, L Anls s






OEBPS/data/content-0404.png
Education Department

The Law of Love as an Economic Law.





OEBPS/data/content-0646.png
RiponCollege.






OEBPS/data/content-0405.png





OEBPS/data/content-0647.png
YEAR. MAGAZINE

s‘l"" McCLURE'S
con






OEBPS/data/content-0406.png





OEBPS/data/content-0648.png
1| “aineer | THE S. S. M'CLURE CO |’





OEBPS/data/content-0407.png





OEBPS/data/content-0649.png





OEBPS/data/content-0642.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0401.png
B “::_wq.n.m.w T

{:.“‘.,:' ey o






OEBPS/data/content-0643.png
DATES To REREMDER.

o

Ay 13 ion Week
e —

Mrch 2122 Al et of e
Waosia W. 1. M. 1, 2 i






OEBPS/data/content-0402.png
¢
futid






OEBPS/data/content-0644.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0403.png





OEBPS/data/content-0645.png





OEBPS/data/content-0639.png





OEBPS/data/content-0833.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0834.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0835.png
“There are three bad things about our Sunda
scliools b theologs, bas history and bad teach.
trs. ** Teachers are bad partly because they
fon't et 1o Sumday-school and attend o their
business, and partly because of lack o nstruc.
tion."Rev. F. T. Rose.

The Reformation and the Rennlissance went
hand i hand. The Rennaissaoce was the reform-






OEBPS/data/content-0836.png
is ecsscatially missionary. Take the misslonary
out of Christiaity, ad there i no Christiarity
Jeft.  * Who sent maney to foed starving India:
€0 help drowned Galveston? Not Molamameda
Turkey, nor Buddbist, Confucianist China, but
Chistian England and America. Such love is
Chrstianity’s. specialty."—Rev. Judson Tits
worth.






OEBPS/data/content-0830.png





OEBPS/data/content-0831.png
$2.610.66





OEBPS/data/content-0832.png
- INSERT TO OUR CHURCH LIFE

WISCONSIN. St PT.-OCT. 1900,






OEBPS/data/content-0826.png





OEBPS/data/content-0827.png





OEBPS/data/content-0828.png





OEBPS/data/content-0829.png





OEBPS/data/content-0822.png
1 aay case thespirt and fellowslip of the con-
ention were brotherly, tolerant, sweet and e
ot without exception. Some are urgini that
next tne the conservative cement be givea more
Chance to expreseisel, Well tura about s fir
play

Please.remember that a seprintof four o the
most valuabie papers of the contention willbe i
iy Rev. H. A Mincr at five cents pee copy.
Send i your orders ot once.

Who wosld Tike O Crnen Livk rgslasly
with a page having a local heading and e from
e ocality? How many copies of such an e
ion wovl you take fo your charch. monthly or

Guarierly? Please reply to Secretary Carter.

Our Church Life, as last_year, combines the
Scptember ani October isucs, which explaios the
delny. of thix nurmber, and its. surplos of good
things.





OEBPS/data/content-0823.png





OEBPS/data/content-0824.png
D y—p——

o b
it e v .

S N






OEBPS/data/content-0825.png
R T i

xpeaen o W0

e B

e e o e Wi
e B . v cEations, LR hatking R
ARy B






OEBPS/data/content-0820.png
To cap the climax, came an  additional.
extra gt of $5,076, from a Wisconsin





OEBPS/data/content-0821.png
Editorial Briefs

of





OEBPS/data/content-0819.png





OEBPS/data/content-0815.png





OEBPS/data/content-0816.png





OEBPS/data/content-0817.png
Notes on the State Convention.

1t was a great conention, the best cxer held by
the Congregational churches in the state of Wis-
consin, The richncss of the. program reminded
one of the negror misiter’s iterpretation of the
pecat miracle, when the Lord fed four men on
Seven thovsand loaves and wo thousand fshes
“The miracle was that 10 one busted






OEBPS/data/content-0818.png





OEBPS/data/content-0850.png





OEBPS/data/content-0613.png
‘OUR CHURCH LIFE.





OEBPS/data/content-0614.png





OEBPS/data/content-0615.png





OEBPS/data/content-0616.png
Revised State Committees.
[T ————
e onvention, e . P, Widr
g S






OEBPS/data/content-0851.png
89067293435,

e A






OEBPS/data/content-0610.png
£ Do ancarie. e e
[ e W —

November Statement.
A S Yoy L S0 oo
B
S e T SR
oSl o e, S50 21821
e i St ...






OEBPS/data/content-0852.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0611.png
TRt -
i 15 Ko, 2275 .
Chnto, 340, Wt ki 5061

et R
Contribrins o WAL I
"ol vl S
o n Bt 5

Reform Work for the Winter.





OEBPS/data/content-0612.png





OEBPS/data/content-0606.png





OEBPS/data/content-0848.png
DARROW INVESTMENT co.,

corvING, tow,

We are plowse to rfor, by permission, o Tes. M. Kidder,
of Our Churc: Lite

Mivauee Dower ol ““ B_Blﬂit Bnllege

x Colege Gourses o | AT .
ey






OEBPS/data/content-0607.png





OEBPS/data/content-0849.png
rest diit INorth-west.

hingo & Nor-Hes By

Rochester Academy,






OEBPS/data/content-0608.png





OEBPS/data/content-0609.png
s

Vst 150 o o Legcin, 500
e bt
foee s

ety ke

oy ————






OEBPS/data/content-0602.png





OEBPS/data/content-0844.png
R e i
i M SR pee. i i
R RS
SR ERR

iy

n‘m;,-wmm:;n, i i,

A Helpful Gift
e 1 i o

oo wf






OEBPS/data/content-0603.png
OUR CHURCH LIFE.

23





OEBPS/data/content-0845.png
OUR SHELDON SERIES.

L. To Hn Stope, *What World Jesun Do? c.
2 Uracifion af Phillp 10 o
5 Tobert Hardy's Set c 1






OEBPS/data/content-0604.png
BUSINESS CORNER.

fuljyinie
e N






OEBPS/data/content-0846.png





OEBPS/data/content-0605.png
Bateeda hs psotie T tashn, Wiconi, e

Editorial Briefs

et R

R

eam's whicer

This is our Forwaxn mumber. Study the gt

cover title of your Bluc ook and see what it

Let the sailor with bis Tope.cail and the mincr
wih s pick and headlight be it embiems.of oor
advance to Home Missionary selfsupport, our

denominational selfreiance

This is our expansion aumber. “Wisconsin for
Christ™ is our watchword. Tt is to be  long,
strong, steady pul, with cvery hand at the ropes,

Pastors are needed ai_the Madison rally, De.
12, because pastors must lead the way in the ad.
vance movement toself support and pastors need

wha
spel





OEBPS/data/content-0847.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0840.png
i






OEBPS/data/content-0841.png
sonaton, $10; e ) 5 Vit 0 e

Ly

A g1
Wl
e S B
A A

ol tor e PR






OEBPS/data/content-0600.png





OEBPS/data/content-0842.png
o - Sgme






OEBPS/data/content-0601.png
FIRST-CLASS
IN
EVERY
RESPECT.

Tlinols, Wisconsin, Towa
Missour, Minnesota,
South Dakota,

North Dakota and the Up-
‘per Peninsula of

Michigan

Chicago ‘Theological
Seminary |
QPENED SEPT. 27.

Eoglish, German, Danis}
Swesdieh Depar
ary Settlement

CF 600 each vear for
or el of 1002,

Xddress,

o, it 8 1. o B, |

SCOTT,

Subscription
To

Qur

Church

Life.





OEBPS/data/content-0843.png





OEBPS/data/content-0837.png
Self Supporting Churches.

Dring the past year there had been ndded to
the el supporting lat of churches (a ow of ther
by reurvanement of Gelds or fo temporary rea.
sons) he following, vz

Bloomer, Ossco, Cambria_with Randolph and
Eumet, Fou Claire 2nd, Friendship with New
Chester and Jonesvlle, White Creck with Eazton
and Quincy, and Weat Green By, seven el in
ail

Note careully the “Joiut. Statement” published
i this ieeue and ready for fes distribution a5 &
Tt





OEBPS/data/content-0839.png
September Report.

S oo

i

o]
o e e s






OEBPS/data/content-0110.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0352.png
sionary Union.

orrces

Financial Statement for December 1898,

Syt €. . 5.6 Blhar, 340, e, €500
i S A N
i T

ot o
s, #5500 Waswatoe, 600 A 1, 73,

Greetings 1899,

SR M e

AL ST,

G5 v 455 Sintay

e g 41500 Sisonery, 40 S

i 030

v






OEBPS/data/content-0594.png





OEBPS/data/content-0111.png
Mwukes Dover College,

Rochester 5 i it

Academy,

B —

PP ——






OEBPS/data/content-0353.png





OEBPS/data/content-0595.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0112.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0354.png





OEBPS/data/content-0596.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0113.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0355.png





OEBPS/data/content-0597.jpg
Mk Department

ML LiESLING.

At Elocatin, Physcat
‘WSS B <. SABl

Fautless
Loans .

25 Vears Expererice

Darrow Investment Co.

Railway
Construction
Operation=
Equipment.

Brerting eraing o e sericn o
it and gt

The Thrh G Rnﬂe

ot B, D, R,
[ty i i .

West and North-West.

Clicago & Nort-ester Ry,

AN §.Coere

srecmee, N York





OEBPS/data/content-0590.png





OEBPS/data/content-0591.png
Endeavorers at Janesville.

oTharuday eveniop_Mueic by Convention






OEBPS/data/content-0350.png





OEBPS/data/content-0592.png





OEBPS/data/content-0351.png
"'"'{-ué".”.'l:,... of the Ten Distict Missiouary Com-

v R

Lm‘”‘.«"vﬁ-"‘-»,?".‘}"éﬁ‘i‘c.‘.m’".. g et





OEBPS/data/content-0593.png





OEBPS/data/content-0118.png
g s
Wucomn

Koty

) ‘
L

Prominent
of 1

5. TREEMAN HERSEY,

Renew
Your
Subscription
To

Our

Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0119.png
Boardoman
Engraving Co.

Husiratrsand Dsig

Miltvaukee, - - Wis.

COMPLETE

WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

consTRUCTED

Wears o ot o e e

|W. H. WHERLER & C0.

HYDRAULIC ENGIEERS,
[—






OEBPS/data/content-0114.png
Beloit
College





OEBPS/data/content-0356.png





OEBPS/data/content-0598.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0115.jpg
i i e

-

Rev. sen LS,

+ .. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN





OEBPS/data/content-0357.png





OEBPS/data/content-0599.png
oM gt THEY MAY HAVE 1,
AND MAY HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY ™

Published Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Misslonary Socity.

Qﬁ]ﬁcn [IFE

FORWARD!

U —
[ e ————

Ry % T oy ceh s s gt
*

T nst Wisconsin fully do fer prl,

o Sef-Suppot triamplantly scced?
id Torth and South and East and West the

Slames

©f ne dewstion n afl altrs Bz,

A congusts s, confeing fesns” clis,

S

Gl ou e fonter i sondord rase?

TR

A

. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN





OEBPS/data/content-0116.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0358.png
BAKING





OEBPS/data/content-0117.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0359.png





OEBPS/data/content-0341.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0583.png
Wisconsin Woman's Home Mis-
sionary Union..

Financial Report for October, 1899.

Sharon, 55 Gre By 1y By 2135 s

L T L
e S

Dranton 1 e Gl 5.4 i ., $0.20.

B e 00






OEBPS/data/content-0100.png
Wisconsin Woman’s Home Mis-

sionary Union.
o R

A s shouis 1
ST S S

sEEtL I T M T gy
Gren . s me
Spact "

B

Home Mo S

o

[





OEBPS/data/content-0342.jpg
Pubished Monthly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Soclety.

BELOIT, WISCONSIN, JANUARY, 1859,

EnEnDER.

|
!
|






OEBPS/data/content-0584.png
e
Egime





OEBPS/data/content-0101.png





OEBPS/data/content-0343.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0585.png
T e VR st o
g ary s Aay . Sewns, St
g e L e

October Financial Statement.
s j;’:;‘%;{‘i‘m!"f'{.( g
Skt gy ST Rorg & i)
B 0y i, e 5.
y prosres $4350, ger . o, $1590

ik B T S “snn

S . Sraer, T,
B, Wi






OEBPS/data/content-0102.png





OEBPS/data/content-0344.png
COMPLETE
WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

CONSTRUCTED

Were in sscure vt
et 1L S
R et pomdance rom in

W, B, WHEELER & 00,

HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS,
Belit, Wiconsin.

PERSONAL.





OEBPS/data/content-0586.png
P v I W-. of Stoughton, resigns for nivded reat
A SR S

T e 3 Mmoo, ey st
e i o e 5 R

e b it s prpaee o
B b
B






OEBPS/data/content-0580.png
Ok Ciromen Lirs Has completed five years of
its ministy, such as it has been. 1t s for our
readers to conclude whether or not it bns. run
course o far o Ay prpos,

Opinions which reach” our cars, or eyes, vary
from the severest citciams to the broadest com.
pliment=—allfrom the witcst of ! Sorme want
i€chenger, (1t is now 23 cents a year, while Min-
necotn ke 50 cents and Nebrasca 73 cents for
state pupers of o better grade or form). Some
want it more popular. Some are tolerably saci.
fed with the wrk s done.

The fuct i, the efitors have no desire or pur-
pose but to nccorplish the thing the churches
heed 10 Have accomplisted in soch o paper, and
al fresh sugeestions or plans il be more than
welcomed.  When our patrons' views are sclfex

cinguishing. the editors mean to we thei bes-

We want to be popula. We want to help the
churches into mutual inspiration and stronger






OEBPS/data/content-0581.png
We want to please the Master, whose
Kingom is to e served. We can scarcely do
cither apart from theco-operation of the charches
i we 8o ey have,

[ ———
oo o b e s depon b
e o b e ok oo e
o opovomeats o oo 0
et e sl e e





OEBPS/data/content-0340.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0582.png
I reports of ministers o churches appear in

int, do not uncharitably conclule that they are
Fhlorwing their awa horms,” for this is wntrac, ex.
cept o rare cases. 1F you would forther observe
the “Golden Role” send, or have scat, to Our
Charch Life, it of general fnterest for all spe.
il oceasions, and regularly once a quarter.






OEBPS/data/content-0107.png
at g o, 141 mame. Dt wader some name, lay it gratefelly

-





OEBPS/data/content-0349.png





OEBPS/data/content-0108.png
o o, e ST
e -

Nake stk 2SR






OEBPS/data/content-0109.png
ROYAL

The absolutely pure

BAKING POWDER

ROYA L—the most celebrated of all
the baking powders in the world—cel-
ebrated for its great
leavening strength and
purity. It makes your
cakes, biscuit, bread,
ete, healthful, it assures.
‘youagainst alum and all
forms of adulieration
that go with the cheap

GATARRH INH
[y FRE





OEBPS/data/content-0103.png
s ‘Through the Grave

Daor.






OEBPS/data/content-0345.png
(HAS. . SHEDONS

BOOKS.
250,000 u

The Finst Taeelve Month.

IN HIS STEPS—
What Would Jesss Do?”

“The Crucifixion of Philip

RobertHardy's SevenDays

His Brother's Keeper.

Richard Bruce.

The Twentioth Door.

PRICE: & e

Or Any Five in paper to one
addrentfor $1.00 posipaid

THE ADVANCE to 4 new
subseribee il Jan. 1,160,
or$2.00.

Teial Offer, 3 months 25¢

Tie hovowee Pubistng G0,

216 Madison Street,
cHICAGO.






OEBPS/data/content-0587.png
v, 57 T ek £33

A Letter that Speaks.






OEBPS/data/content-0104.png
Interfused.
i Swnctie

o mam by o o she i whee e






OEBPS/data/content-0346.png
Hoaroman
Engraving Co.

Illumim and Designers.
Socctn.






OEBPS/data/content-0588.png
For the New Campaign.

"""T:E e o el e






OEBPS/data/content-0105.png
The Congregational Home Missionary Soctety.






OEBPS/data/content-0347.png





OEBPS/data/content-0106.png
Ministerial Movements.

S e,
. et - ‘f - ‘f.‘ .






OEBPS/data/content-0348.png
Could not some of the ‘‘sanctified common-
sense” (and conscerated money?) be wicly ap
Pl to reduce the number of ecrite for the
itie' brigades of sirers who cronwd the i
of the grcat centres?

Would it ot b cconomy?

11 benutial, i s charming to hear aad to
o the Sy s puiy of rual e, bt
1am sometimes foreed to beieve that the closer






OEBPS/data/content-0132.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0374.png
Wisconsin Wornan's Home Mis-
sionary Union.

Bl . 6 e o

il SR R
gt e N
bt

A o bt b st e e, M

Financial-Statement for January 1899.

Lk Gerens 15 £k 81 0

it 157 ke 4
B, 600 Ko, 500 100
B . 4.0 Bt 515 -

eloit 160, 64001 Eugle Kiver fons Mise Suc, 8200

Wisconsin Branch of W. B. M. I.

I T R

Financial Statement for January.

Sy S5 s St 38185
.i..‘“.i:"ﬁ“;}.‘.ii'i}‘. i ?L;;‘f,“j’ﬁ‘r.‘i‘;‘.lﬁ‘

L o -

Mrs. R. Coburn.





OEBPS/data/content-0133.png
Meneely Bsll Company,

[re—

oHURSY PEMtme BELLS.





OEBPS/data/content-0375.png
st 1.0
F
Bt &
Wi tome ey Socr..
oyt

et

e e

A Suggestion.





OEBPS/data/content-0134.jpg
Published Monibly by the Wisconsin Hore Missionary Sucety.]

VoL IV, BELOIT, WISCONSIN, MAY, 1848, NO. 7+

'NORTH WISCONSIN ACADEMY, ASHLAND.

- .. ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0376.png





OEBPS/data/content-0135.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0377.png
Financial Statement for January, 1809

Eniraror.$1350: Pom da g, £
bl 7 Rncine e 410






OEBPS/data/content-0370.png
At the death of Peet the trustecs of the Cullege
s eXpresce e appraiation o b ok
EE o e Somvichio it o the Sy
i ik Gt RORCRTSERE oF . s
e i TR Gl e o pre<ainsy
i for 1 cxigsiie i the Soeoc o e
i o ot ol
s o' Tahcsota ccior, A Slicicrt holper
o peraonid e v

Kipon Lol noxt. setablished by the Cangre.

Cmiste S5 1931 Tnegely hron Lo s
Somey iuciier

Th Wosopets Femal

College was arganise
Fox o s
v e s i
Al Alee The insitution s now
e e e dnetimtion 1






OEBPS/data/content-0371.png
Qltober e Joms A Srises, Vooon.

.

[ pr





OEBPS/data/content-0130.png
Mk Doy ol

25 Years Experience

lowa and Tissouri Farm
Loans.

Darrow Investment Co.,






OEBPS/data/content-0372.png
Editorial Briefs.

Aay chureh desving a suitable pastor, or any
pastor deshing o congenial ekl ks appl £o the
State Toformation Commitice, and rcsive such
wiviceor i as they are abic fo give. The con.
mittee are Rev. Geo. . Luastt, D. D1, Beloit:
Rev. W Crawford, D. D Sparta; Rev. . B
Do, West Salem; | 0. Nisers ., Wauseatorn:
Hon. .. Lam, Madbon.

The change of s pulication s maiing ofice
to Menasha reslted in some misunderstandings
w0d complcations with the 0. Depastment at
Woshington, which scemcl kel at one time to
result in Targe expence to the publishers, Now,






OEBPS/data/content-0131.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0373.png
J.3.B.
And again—
Dear Fellow, You s o plague me
sometimes. Aectionately
Your plagac:






OEBPS/data/content-0136.png
Try Pands Extract Oitment or Pils,

Subscription
To

Qur

Church

Life.






OEBPS/data/content-0378.png
Kol apd Pari, 8020 Vo Sl 5151






OEBPS/data/content-0137.png
per Peninsula of

Michigan

compLETE

WATER - WORKS - PLANTS

Weare In position ta scure pgh-
estirads RuTEins aag etk Bosds
i ortepondenc from 18

V. H. WHEELER & C0.

HYDRAULIC ENaINEERS,






OEBPS/data/content-0379.png
i —

Tt o

N,

Crumbs from the New York Convention.





OEBPS/data/content-0138.png





OEBPS/data/content-0139.png
VOL. 4. BELOIT, MAY, 1898.





OEBPS/data/content-0121.png
Ay Jorm o
Derlin, Wis. C.A.Pavse





OEBPS/data/content-0363.jpg
Publshed Monibly by the Wisconsin Home Missionary Society.

VOL. V. MENASHA, WISCONSIN, FEBRUARY, 1899. NO. 4.

DATES To REREMDEX.

... ORGAN OF THE . . .
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES
OF WISCONSIN.





OEBPS/data/content-0122.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0364.jpg
(1S, M. SHEDONS

BOOKS.
950,000

The First Tuelve Months

IN HIS STEPS—
What Would Jesus Do?"

The Cru
Strong.

RobertHardy'sSevenDays

Hia Brother's Keeper.

Richard Brace.

“The Twentieth Door.

PRICK: &8 3

fon of Philip

abira BRI

THE ADVANCE to 5 new
subscriber andl Jan-1, 1900,
Tor 82,00,

BAKING

cSeeritnce | Boardman ;
Engraving
lusratorsand Desigs
a1 sgct

Scientific Americal

ComPLETE,

WATER - WORKS





OEBPS/data/content-0123.png
s o

R

Forward or Backward.





OEBPS/data/content-0365.png
(CONSTRUCTED

W, H. WHEBLER & (0.

-~ POND'S
EXTRACT

Oncaustd or Gy ating
Lameness and Soreness of
Muscles, Wounds, Bruises,

caen i to kecp musscs

Try Pun's Extract Ontme o P,






OEBPS/data/content-0124.png
ing
e






OEBPS/data/content-0366.jpg





OEBPS/data/content-0361.png
THE BREEZE PRINTING C0_2

. SPETIY VSTNG
AT 25C 2R 100, pOSTPAD_

Standard of Excelle

Railway
Constructic
WELENWIT| Operations
lowa and Missouri Farm Equipment
Loans. Evrtbing i t s

T Thowh Car Ro

—— West and North-W

o & Nort-Hesem

Manly B:ll Compa

caranan, e | MR EMe BELL






OEBPS/data/content-0120.png
VoL 4.

Personal and General.

Those who have enjoyed the oscasional pocsy in
out journal, by “Carol King.” will beinterested to
know that, some foue months ago, the suthor
arrowly cscaped death from the eflcts of 4 fg

i whether she recovers permanent streogth
still & problen. She haa been the valoed president
of the “Tucadsy club” of Tomah, and s on of the
Choice uprit of ur state. OvR Crowen Live ex.
tends heartil sympathy.

Ars.Smith,of Green Bay, an old resident and
valued member of our church n that ey, mother
of Mes, F. X. Dexter, was buried from home on
Sunday, Maech 13. T bereavement for our
distrit missionary's home ciecle will touch ol
tades ofhearts with sympatheti sorrow.

District Missionary Cheney, asisted by Rev. A
D Nacs ofthe . 5. Union, havejust cosed a soc-
cesful series of mectings at Stratton's shool.
ouse, three s west from Irvington, and are
now holdiog serviees at Irvington.

The Ashland church, and cspecilly ts Sunday-
schioolsuperintendent. are deeply berenved in the
sudden death, March 50, of Mra. D. L. Wiggine,
e of the most spiitual and carmest workers of
thi church. Sh was bora in Doreet, Obio, 1863,
Ouk Circren Live extends sympathy.

Pres. 1. W. Cochrane,of the Wisconsin State C.
. Union, greatly to the regret of hosts of Wiscon-
s fiends, hus resigned from the Madison Presby.
terian harch, o aceept  cal o the Northuinster
Presbyterian ehurch of Piladelyhia,

Dr. Geo. R, Leavite, of Beloit, and Dr. .G Up-
ke, of Madison, exchanged on & recent Sunday.

Dr. Judson Titeworth, Rer. i, L. Richardson, of
Ripom; Rev. E. H. Smith, of Oshkosh, and Rev.
James McLasen, of Racine, are booked tosailfom
Montreal i June, on the Eagland tour projected
by Rev. 5. 8. Matthewes, of Milwauker,

On a recent Sunday dhe church at Stonghtos
registered 101 at church serviee and 101t Sun-
Gy schoal,

An articl hy Mre. Kate Kingaley 1, on Vilage
and Tovwen Improsementis fortheoming in Harper
Monthly

Rev. Starley 1. Lathrop addressed the annusl
mesting of the North Wisconsin Fres Traveling L
brary Association on “The Library as & Town
Builder.”

BELOIT, APRIL, 1868,

NO. 6.

‘The corneratone of the new Mennsha Public
Library, the git of Hon. E. D. Smith, was laid
Narch 15, An immense concourse of citicas as-
sembied i the business court of thecity andal the
Chikdren of the public and parochial schools,

Rev, Frank F, Barrett, who died a few weeks
ago, late pastor of the Presbyterian church of
Prairc du Sac, was a graduate o Ielot Collgein
1571, and was the brotherinlav of Mra. Stowe
Suweyer, whose obituary appears i this mumber.

Fev. C. A Payne, o Berln, whose editorial e
printin this s, i n pursuit of plass for a new
Charch

Frances Willard Memorial services have been
beld in o of our Wisconsin churches.

The Beloit Alumni banquet in Chicago, at the
Union League Club March 16, was addressed by
Prof Emerson—as a "Gy year pupi,” Prof Wit
ney, Rev. E. - Salmon, Prof.T. C. Chamberlain
and otbers. The lnteer tetifes that the Belot
‘Scieoce course exces those of Princeton and Yale.

At Dawner Milwasiee College, the Friday even-
inga of Lant have been devoted to “raveltalks” of
i Thomas, of th fac.

son, visiting Naples, Verice, Switirland, Paris
and Lodon.  New bldings are in prospect, aad
the fand in hand—$35,000-is on the way, itis
hoped, to $100.000. Geo. W, Cable gaxe & read.
ing Feb. 5. Feb. 52 the aunal Washington din.
et was a notable affai.

A Handel Recital way given n Kipon, March 15,
i which Mrs. Edward Merrel, as pianis, was 1s.
sisted by Miss Hatie Baracs contralto, Mr. Laf.
fey,of Gshkosb, violiist, and Miss Mae Lyl ac-
companist.

At the State Oratorical contest at Appleton,
March 11, Ripon won the irst aad sccond Honors,

‘he persons of M. Louis Reed and Miss Mary
£ Jones.

Rev. Chas. K LaPorte may be addressed with
refrence o cther supply or cvangelistic work for
the present at Kansasville, Wi,

Ker .1, Do preached o Depere, Mare 0, .
ool e and oo oot words
o e e gt

Pres. . K. Adams of the Univesity delivered the
Washington's irthday address beforethestudents
of Johus Hopkias.
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